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SOWERBY URBAN DISTRICT COUNGIL.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

For the Year ending December 3ist, 1909.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL ;

GENTLEMEN,
I beg to submit for your consideration my Report for the year 1g9og,

GEsLoGICAL Formation.—The District is sitnate on the dip-slope of a Millstone-grit formation,
the rocks consisting of alternating beds of sandstone and shales which dip roughly from N.W. 1w 8E.
The lie of the strata is of great imporiance as regards contamination of wells from impurities higher up.
The contour_of the District is mountainous, and the sorface, with the exception of some little agriculwre
done chieflv for the parpose of improving the sward, 15 laid out in grass.

A considerable quantity of milk is produced which is principally sold as new milk, the everplus
being made into butter.

Decuration.—The inhabitants are chiefly emploved in the foundries and factories in the valleys,
many of them combining factory work with agriculiural pursuits  As a result the physique of the people
will compare most favourably with that of the town dwellers in neighbouring districes.

Yirar StamisTics.—The population of vour District, estimated to the middle of 19og, was 3487,
This is arrived at by taking twenty from the estimated population for roe8, and in this way allowing for a
gradual migralion to more populous centres.

Eirrns.—Males, 19; Females, 24; Total, 43.  Birth-rate, 12.3 per thousand per annum, against
1 3.4 per thousand doring 1908, 12.1 during rgo7, and 12.6 during 1506. The Lirth-rate for England and
Wales during 1gog was 23.6.  The remarkably low Birth-rate in your District may be partly explained by
the fact that so many of the young married couples prefer to make their homes in the neighbouring
LOwIs,

Dearns.—Males, 15; Females, z3; Total, 38. Death-rate, 10.8 per thousand per annum,
against 11.1 per thousand during 1908, 13.3 dunng 1907, and 10.7 doring 1906, The Death-rate for
England and Wales during 1909 was 14.5.

Impanviie Mortarity.—Death-rate, 93 per thousand Births registered in vour District, against
rog for England and Wales, i .

Mortality at subjoined Ages and Causes, see Tables.

Zvaoric Diseases. —During the vear twenty-ning cases have been reported, as against six cases
duoring 1908, ten cases during 1907, two cases during 1906, and seven cases during 1gos.

Scarlet Fever—Twenty cases reported during the vear, chicfly in the Mill Bank localite. There
was one death from this disease. The last case reported was in SFeptember, so the District has been clear
for the last quarter of the vear.

Diphtheria.—Two cases reported doring the year. Type, mild.

Typhoid.—Six cases reported during the year. The cases were not associated, and it is difficult
to say what was the source of infection in the various cases.  One case of Typhotd died.

Erysipelas.—One case reported during the vear.






Miscerraxeovs.—Dwellings are built of stone and are, as a role, scrupulonsiy clean.  There are
no unheaithy areas and no overcrowding. The backvards and streets are mostly paved, especially where
the houses are grouped togetber, as al Sowerby Town, Mill Bank and Triangle. The sink pipes are
trapped ; practically all disconnected,

SpwaGk.—The new system of sewage is practically completed. Arrangements have been made
with neighbouring Districis lor disposal of sewage matter.

EcavenGinG.—Done by owners and tenants.
Privy MinDexs. —Covered.
Watkr CroseTs.—Tub and Water Closets in use, mostly the latter,

CowsHEDs,—Aost of them [ found exceptionally clean, whenever wisited, but theére are others
which might stiil be improved in that respect. I would again recommend Cow-keepers o pay more
attention to the cleanliness of their cows and especially the ndder and hind qearters, and to see that the
persons who milk the cows wear clean overalls (or “brats") and wash their hands carefully before
milking. It isa very unplessant face that particles of manure frequently find their way into milk, and
where a cow has Tuberculosis, even though the udder be apparently not affected, you may in this war have
the Tobercle germs introduced into the milk,  Again, a cow ailing with Tuoberculosis, if kept in the
confined atmosphere of the ordinary cow-shed, may easily contaminate the milk of other healthy cows.
A diseased cow may, without showing any trace of Jdiseaze in the udder, vield milk comntaining germs of
Tubercle. The chief source of infection of milk with Tubercle is the udder, so [ mnst impress on ali
Cow-keepers the absolute necessity of not wsing the milk from a cow where there is any evidence of
disease in the vdder, except as food fur pigs, and then only after boiling the milk thoroughly. Report
of the Roval Commission on Toberculosis, 1905.—* There can be no doubt that in a certain number of
casgs the Tuberculosis occurning in the hnman subject, and especially in children, is the direct result of
the introduction inte the human body of the Bacillus of Bovine Tuberculosizs; and there also can be no
doubt that in the majority at least of these cases the Bacillus iz introduced throngh cows” milk.”

SLAvGHTERHOUSES.—One.  Floor repaired, now in good order.  Visited at time of slaughtering.
Coumuox Lobpsixc-Houses, CanaL Boars axp Orrexsive Trapes.—None in the District.
Alink i= of good guality.

Foorr axn Drucs Act.—There has been no occasion to examine ander this Act.

Carcases UxrFir ror FooD.—Nil.

Expesic DisgasEs.—NIL.

Buriarn Grovsxns.—Five.

Warer Svrrry.—The District has a good and plemiful supplv, Sowerby Town being supplied
from the reservoir at Sowerby Green, and the outlving paris being dependent on springs, which are
numerons and vield well. New pipes, properly jointed, have been laid this year from the head springs
supplving the reservoir at Sowerby Green, as there was evidence previonsly of contamination from surface
water during rainy weather.

Facrory axp Worrswor: Acr.—Three Factories and one Workshop giving employment in
the Dhstrict; condition satisfactory,

HoMeE-WorK.—No lists received,

Scuool Inspecrion.—Medical Inspection of the three Echools in the District is now in full
working order, and it is to be hoped that parents will see that the suggestions given them about their
children by the * Schoal Doctor™ are carried out, as otherwise many aillments of the children, whichat an
early date may be easily remedied, if not attended to prompily may leave a permanent mark.






Ecarlatina has been very prevalent this vear in vour District, part of a wave of this disease which
has been passing over the West Riding. This epidemic will have & marked influence on the health of Lthe
children, owing to the association of ear trouble with the disease. At the same time there have been
some cases of an anomalous type. with diseases of the ear, amounting practically to an epidemic in the
case of one School. Attention was drawn to this condition at the time.

MEeTEOROLOGICAL.—Rainfall during 190g9: 41.31 inches.

IRFARTILE MorTALITY —No Health Visitors appointed. Pamphlets on Infant feeding are
distributed in the District.

Mipwives' Act.—Lying-in cazes attended by Registered Midwives,
NoTirFicaTion oF BirTHS' Act.—Not adopled.

CoxcLusioN.—I have been constantly in touch with the various parts of the District, and believe
it to be healthy and satisfactory from a sanitary point of view.

I am, Gentlemen,

Yours obediently,

JOHN A. ADAMS, B.A., M.B.






SOWERBY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.
TABLE L.—Vital Statistics of Whole District during 1900 and previous Years.

Torar I¥ B B -
Births. 'OTAL :-.:ﬂum::-:ulrkuu I3 THE i ilet:."n.l:-uu. Il;':.;illg! LH‘F Tyt et
= T i | ST — || Deaths Hesdnia Resdnta ALL A 0RS SELONGDND
I"alaulu.l.‘u = (Under 1 Yenrof ago At all Agos. in |regisy'd n-ni.at.‘d'iﬂ, T"FEET'
Year. |eatimated = Poblic| in |in Publa
' | Instita- Public Inatiin.
middle of | | Rate per tons |Ipsilin: tioos |
cach Year] Number.| Rafe* [Numb't 1000 [Nambr Rate* | inthe | tions |bevond Numb'r Rate®
| Births District in the the | |
| Begistared Dristrict District
1 2 3 | 4 & i T B ] 1] 11 13 13
1899 3710 1 198 8 | 1120 48 119 48 129
1900 | 3680 o 184 5 73'5 67 15°5 67 15°%
101 3653 46 125 6 | 1300 'Y 1271 1 43 12'3
1g0z 3640 b4 156 2 | 312 318 | 19°% I i 1a'h
1o} 3017 46 137 6 | 1300 49 13°3 s 53 140
1004 _;5!:7 51 | g 3 588 £z 145 | | 54 15°0
1005 3567 43 | i1zh - 40°0 36 16" | | |37 10°3
1goh 3547 45 127G 3 [T 3B 10°7 1 34 1079
1907 | 3527 43 | = 3| b7 | 47 | 133 | : | 49 | 138
1908 | 3507 +7 134 3 | 638 | 30 1 J 40 1y
Averages | | [ I
for Year: 3603 5t 145 & 77°% 45 123 | I 47 | 13y
1899 -1 | | | |
1505 1487 43 5 11y I 4 I 3.0 38 108 | 5 | 43 | 123
*Bales in Columna 4, B, and 13, ealeulated por 1000 of estimated population.
Area of Disirick in acres (exclusive of area covered by water): 23049, Total population at all sges: 3653 (1901 Census).
Humber of inliabited honses; (22 jat 1001 Censua). Average namber of persons per hoose: 31 (at 1001 Censua).

Institations within the Distried receiving sick and inficm persons from onteide the Disfrics: Mil.
Institnticns oatside the District receiving sick and infirm persons from the District: Roval Halifax Infirmary,
Poor Law Hoapital, Halifax, and Weat IRiding Asyluna.

Other Institntions, the deaths in whizh lave boen distriboted among the several localities in the District: Nil.
I8 the Uulon Workbowse within the Listrict: No.

SOWERBY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.
TABLE III.

Cases of Infectious Disease notified
during the Year 1909,

Cases Notified in whole District.
Tatal
casos
Notifialde Discase. At Agos—Yonra, removed
Agall] s i
Ages. | | 1 165 & Hospital.
Undr 1 o | 5 to |15 to 25 to op-
1|6 |16 25| 65 |wda
Smail-pox -5
Chaolera . . i [
Diphtheria  (in-
cloding Mem-
branous Croup)l = z [
Ervsipelas 3| |
Scarlet Fever ..| 20 6| 14
Typhus Fever ..
Enteric Fever ..| 6 z 1 3
Relapsing Fever.
Centinued Fever|
Puerperal Fever .
Plague .. e
|
Totals ..} 29 l 6| e8| 1| & Nil

Isolation Hospital: Lower Clongh Bank {provided by Sowerby
Urban District Council), in Sowerby Urban District.

Tutal available Beds: Six.

No. of Diseases that can be concurrently treated : One.






TABLE IV.—Causes of, and Ages at, Death during Year 1909,

SOWERBY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Canses of Death.

geauring in or beyamd the Distriel

Al |Under
ages. | 1 year

Lromikin ni the smhjolmed A ges of = Koaidonla ™ whather

orailides, wheliser oecarring in or beyan

Urenihy ol All Ages ol Hesldanls” belanging i
J I Diistet wh.tur .pr
1 and | & aind (15 and 26 and 65 and g Hegidanls of

nnde‘l‘!mlllnrimulu_ under| op-
&6 | 15 5 | 65 |words.

Emall-pox = e
Mlonsles s sa
Bearlet fover .. e
Whooping-coun

Driphitieran (in ud'ﬂﬂthnn nlmup!

Cronp

T;pphm
Fever < Enteric

'_Uihﬂ' eontinued
Epidomic infloenzs
g h;h“ =

us e o

Diarrhoma = =
Enteritis
Crnsiritis 5
Puerperal fever
Ervaipelas
Phihisis l!“ulmnuu.t'l. Tnhtrqu]nahj
Oiher tnberenlons disenses
Cancer, malignnot discase ..
Bmudntl_n i i

Other discases of i
Aleahaliam, Girrmﬂmm
Venereal Disesssn :
Prematute birth

Disenses nnd aceidents of pu.rmrilinn:.l

Heart discases ..

Accidenis

Buicides e i
All other canses T

All canses

aryma::

e

il

4

4

|

11 |

Non-saald ala
im Publis
Institetises

Im Diatrlee.

Hil

SOWERBY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

TABLE V.

Infantile Mortality during the Year 1gog.
Deaths from atated Canses In Weoks and Months under Omne Year of Age.

Canss of Dhoath,

2.5 Weeha,
4 Months.

1-2 Weeha.

Total nuider 1 Month.
1-2 Montha.

2§ Mouihs,

Camsen

Drizgrases

Dlarrbosa] Comron Infections Al

I

Ti

Tabercalons Wl
-

Cortifled
Unecertiflad

Bmall.-pox
Cliicken. pox
Nlensles
Boarlet Fever .
Diphtheria [Ihc]uding Mem ] | |

branous

Hyphilis

Otber Canuen

Rickata
Moningitis l-w Tmberrukru]
Convulsions
Bronchitia
Laryngitis
Preonmonis ii
Buffocation, n'r-:r]:hlg =l |
Othar cavses ..

Ta

Premalare Tirth i ]
Congenital Defocia .. -f1
Injury st Bicih - :

Want of Breast-milk,

‘T'oberculous Meningitia
Tuberculous Peritonitls:
bes Mesenierica]
Oiher Tuberonious DHeeases | |
Ervsipelns & o

na

Cronp) - |

Whooping Congh o

[ Dimrrivea, all forms ..

Enteritis, Muco-onteritis,
Gastro.antoritis |

(Faetritie, Gastro-inteatinal

= | Under 1 ook,
| A Woeks,

= |
=
= |
=

Catarrl: i |

Btarvation

|
i
| |
Atrophy, Debility, Marasmus| |
|

1 1 241

-,_i_

7.8 Mosutha,

e = |

549 Months. _

. I Total ander .I. Year.

- |

Rirthe in the Year:

Population [estimated to middle of 1H00) @ 3487,

Legitimnte, 43 ;

Lllegitimnte, nil.

Deatlis i the Year of Legitimate Infants, 4; Dlegitimate Dnfants, nil.

Deathis from all Canses nb all Ages : 85,
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NUISANCE INSPECTORS REPORT,

For the Year ending 31st Decembear, 1909.

MRr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the pleasure to forward you the Report of Nuisance Inspector for the past year.

Daikies axn CowsHens.—Several inspections of the Dairies and Cowsheds have been made
during the yvear, and there is a great improvement—both as to light and ventilation. Two nolices have
been served on owners Lo provide more air-space and ventilation, and both notices have been complied
with.

Warer S3urpLy.—Seven nolices have been served on owners to provide a pure supply of water
where found to be polluted. These, in all cases, have been complied with,

Facrories axn WorksHors —The Factories and Workshops in the District (three) have been
found in a satisfactory condition.

BAREHOUSES AND SLAUGHTERHOUSE.~There are three Bakehouses and one Slaughterhouse
in the District. These, on inspection, have been found Lo be well-lighted, well-ventilated and clean.

Inrecriovs Disgases —Duoring the vear twenty cases of Scarlatina, six cases of Enteric, two
cases of Diphtheria, and one case of Erysipelas were reported. The uspal precautions were taken and
premises disinfected.

Noticks 1o ApaTE NUIsANCES.—Nine notices have been served on owners Lo abate nuisances
arising from bad drainage, and' three to provide additional ashpit and privy accommodation.  In all cases
the notices have been complied with.

The wotal number of notices served doring the year are z1.

Mine notices to remedy defective drainage,

Three notices to provide ashpit accommodation.

Seven notices to provide a pure water supply.

Two notices to provide air-space and ventilation to Cowsheds.

Total number of nuisances in hand at the close of 1908, four; at close of 1909, none.
Reported during 1909, twenty-one ; abated during 1909, twenty-five.

Number of Schools in the District, three.

MWumber of Bunal Groonds in the District, five,

MNumber of Slanghterhonses in the District, one.

I am, Gentlemen,

Yours faithfully,

CHARLES HINCHLIFFE,

Insrecror oF NUISANCES,
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