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REPORT

of the

Medical Officer of Health

For the Year ending December 31st, 1943

To the Chairman and Members of the Public Health

Committee of the Urban District of Sowerby Bridge

AMr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting to you my Annual Report
as Medical Officer of Health, on the Health and Statistics
of your District, together with the work done in the Health
Department duiing the year ending 31st December,
1943. This war-time Report has again been ecurtailed in
accordance with the instructions of the Ministry of Health,

VITAL STATISTICS
The following extracts of Births and Deaths are
taken from the Returns us furnished by the Registrar General
after correction for the Inward and Outward Transfers :—

M. E. Total
Live Birth Legitimate ......... A0 Ly =088 . 208
il E‘{mugitimam ....... R et bl e
I e TR R ER LI st o

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident popula-

tion 16.2

M. F. Total

e o Legitimate ........ o i, L APPSR
Baill Birtus { Illegitimnte ....... —_— . —_ ... —_
4 4 8

Rate per 1,000 (of live and still births) verr= 208



M. I, Total

Deaths P IR b R & R ]
I)eath Rate per 1, {]{H] of t]n estimated resident popula-

tion e s T |-
Number of deaths nir 1:11 ants umler 1 year of age. o J1B
Infantile Mortulity (all infants per 1,000 live birtns, 43
Deaths from Puerperal Causes ... ... Nil
Deaths from Cancer ;. 48
Deaths from Tubereulosis : BRSS!
Deaths from Diarrhea (under 2 years uf age) ... Nil

STATISTICAL COMPARISON WITH OTHER
SMALL TOWNS

Birth Death Infant

1743 Rate Rate Mor:, Rate
Towns In Ilagland & Wales... 194 ... 12.7 ... 46
Sowerby Bridee .. 5 i ainltl 163 L T SR A

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

b
o
o " | &
ok o B S =
Age Period g = L;'.J. o 2
EALS) L B r
Vet | 5| 218 |5 | B lal.l2]2]
sl b ls | Bl K|S [FEEEEE
< | S8 |Els1a|5 |83 |5
A [ R [ 5 =¥ =W = 3 ij v
Under 1 year| 1| —|—|—|—|— ]| 1] 2 |— |—
1l — 3 50| T |—|—|—|— 23123 | — | —
— L 101 R poeil oy — 81 9 =¥
19 — 25 A | — 1 — e e
20— | & | — D= || | ] e
30 —ulh B e e 1 ) P (R L S s e
15 — 55 e e [ e
o0 — 6 1] =] == = |29 = e | N
Over 65 —_ | — |- |—] 2 T | e [ R T
Total Cases
Notified 169126 |— | 1|26 | 3| 35127 |— |—
Cases Admitted
L0 |fm’-‘»!ril:l| 157120 | — 1 6 3 |l—|—|—|—
Toral Deathe | — R RSt B e B B | al—|—




TUBERCULOSIS

Total Cases PULMONARY NON-PULMONARY
on Register Males Females Total Males Females Total
82 29 20 A9 e LT 16 35

The usual enquiries have been made covering the
notifiable diseases, all contacts being exeluded from School
and complete disinfection of the bedding, ete., being carried
out in order to control ag far as possible the spread of such

diseases,

During the year it was found necessary to close the
Midgley SHehool owing to an outbreak of Scarlet Fever.
Apart {rom this there has not been any prevalence of
ilitecticus disease during the year, the notifications compar-
izg very favourably with those for districts similar in size
to Sowerby Bridge.

The number of cases of Hearlet Fever has definitely
increased on previous years, due to large outbreaks in
Midgley and sowerby Bridge. The diseasc, generally speak.
ing, was a mild type, and only for one short period was
it necessury to take any special action regarding the disease.
This, as previously mentioned, was in Midgley, when it was
found necessary to close the school for a short period.

Diphtheria Immunisation

The eampaign which ecommenced nearly two years ago
has continued throughout the year with a tremendous
amount of success, the figures at the end show that 87 per
cent. of the school children and 48 per cent. of those under
5 years of age have received full treatment.

According to the notifications, 25 children have been
removed to the Isolation Hospital suffering from Diphtheria,
three of whom died. This is rather disappointing, especially
after such excellent work has been done by the Health
Department in keeping this important matter constantly
before the eyes of the public, by displays, film shows and
general publicity. We do, however, look forward to a low
diphtheria rate during 1944,



Thorough jnvestigations were made Into each case
which was notified, and it was observed that in no case had
any child been fully immunised.

Scabies Order, 1941

Arrangements still continue for the out-patient treat-
ment of Scabies at the General Hospital, Halifax., Ceitifi-
eates for such treatment are issued at the Health Depart-
ment. Treatment days are as follows:—

Females and Children: Monday and Thursday, 2-0 p.m. to
4-0 p.m.

Males: Tuesday and Friday, 2-0 p.m. to 4-0 p.m.

This arrangement is continuing to work very satis-
factorily.

Where in-patient treatment is requjred, the Ministry of
Health have allowed the Skin Hostel at Milner Royd,
previously v'sed for evacuees only, now to be used for Co nty
Distriet patients. This arrangement works very satis-
factorily ,and T am pleased to say that Seabijes is in no way
prevalent in this distriet.

During the year 29 children have been treated us
in-patients at Milner Royd, the average period of stay {o:
each child bheing 28 days.

At the Halifax General Hospital 105 persons have
received out-patient treatment, and it has been ohserved that
one treatment has generally been effective,

General Provision of Health Services

Two Isolation Hospitals ave available for the treatinent
of the notifiable infectious diseases, these being Nortliowram
Hall, which serves Luddenden Foot and Midgley, and the
Fielden Isolation Hospital, Todmorden, which covers the
remaining portion of the Urban Area.

Guaranteed Hospital accommodation exists at ti.ese twe
Hospitals for the treatment ol infectious patients.
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Dther diseases, as Pneumonia, cte., are treated at the
Halifax General Hespital. Aceommaodation is also reserved
for eises of Smalipox at the Halifax Saallpox Hospital,

Child Welfare Centres are available at Sowerly Bridee
ad Liuddenden Foot. These Centres serve the whole of the
Yowerny Bridge Area, including Luddenden Toot and
Midgley. Portions of the Luddenden Distriet of Halifax
and parts of Mytholmroyd are also served. The Centres
continue their activities with success.

Tuberculosis Dispensaries are held twice weekly at the
West Riding County Council’s Dispensary in Sowerby
Bridge.

Venereal Diseases are treated at Halifax Royal
Infirmary.

Ambulance Service

Infectious Disease: The entire distriet is covered by the
Motor Ambulance maintained by the Fielden Isolation
Hospital and the Halifax Corporation, which is used in con-
nection with the removal of Infectious patients.

Non-Infectious and Accident Cases: The District Council
run a 25 h.p. Vauxhall Ambulance, which at the present time
is staffed by the personnel from the A.R.P’. Ambulance
Depot. The Ambulance eontinues to operate very efficiently,
together with the part-time and full-time personnel who take
i: keen interest in this work.

All accident cases are re*-oved free of charge, whilst
other removals are undertaken at a flat rate of 5/- per
journey ; if, however, specialised treatment is requjred at
centres outside Halifax, then the charge 1s 1/- per mile.

Details of the journeys during the year are set out
below : —

MNumber of In-Dustrict " Qur-District
Journeys Removals Accidents Total Removals Accidents Total
465 1 832 . 82 414 ... 39 12 ol

The total number of miles travelled covering the 465
journeys enumerated ahove is 3,930.

]



SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water Supply

The public supply for the district continues to give
satisfaction, as samples obtained from variovs parts of the
distriet from time to time have proved.

Four samples of water for Plumbo-Solvency have been
obtained from the Norland Supply, the results being quite
satisfactory.

During the year the private water supplies in the more
rural parts of the area have Leen sampled, and of the 20
samples taken for bacteriological examination five proved
to be unsatizfactory, The necessary action has been taken
in each case.

The private water supply to the property at High Lees,
Sowerby, has been investigated with a view to compiet:
reconstruction. A full specification for this work has been
issued and it is anticipated that this will be completed
early next vear,

During the year it has been found necessary to close the
water supply at Spark House Lane, Norland. Investigations
showed that the water which was supplied by shallow wells
was contaminated by the defective drainage system from the
property in the vieinity. Work has now Feen completel up n
the reconstruction of this drainage system and the pollution
obviated. It was found necessary to have the well re-lined
and properly covered, Recent samples have shown that the
water is quite free from pollution and is again fit for domes!ic
purposes,

Drainage and Sewerage

There has been no extensions to the drainare and sewer.
age systems during the year.

Repairs were carried out on the drainage system and
part of the sewer in Hulme Street. The drainage system for
the most part was re-layed together with a short length of
SEWer.

10



Apart from this the usual small works and minor
alterations have been carried out, these being subjected in
the hydraulic test.

There has been no substantial change in the sanitary
accommodation of the district. The more rural part still
being served mainly by the earth closet or pail. Conversions
have been delayed due to the present emergency and lack
of an adequate water supply and sewerage system.

The outfail works at Milner Rovd, which work on the
Activated Sludge principle, continue to give satisfaction.
There has not been any complaint from the Rivers Board
during the year,

Public Cleansing

The Cleansing Department continues its activities under
cieat strain, due to the shortage of man-power, and the
iscrensed duties, jneluding salvage and shelter cleansing,
which have been undertaken. It has not been possible to
get back to the weekly collection in the entire district,
although in the more congested parts weekly ashbin collee-
tion is still in operatjon. The pails in the more rural area
are collected weekly, but again it has been impossible with
the many calls upon the Department to have the ashpits in
the District cleansed fortnightly. The following table sh.ws
details of the number of receptacles cleansed by each vehicle
during the year:—

Ashbins Ashpits Pails Loads Tons Cwts. Qrs.

~. & DD 34,463 i | JHN2.145 15 | —
N & D1 48.456 60 1067 1,541 18 -_—
Commer No.3 | 38,296| 614 | 3,182 | 914]1,20] 4| —
Commer No. 4 4,736 | 26 B4,374 |1.032]1,259] 11 | —

Totals | 176,041 [ 701 B7,506 [3.4712|0.938] S | —
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Salvage Department

The salvage of all materials continues at the Destructor
tiead, and also on the controlled tips where all the refuse is
sorted, and a considerable amount of material is reelaimed
and returned to industry to assist in the war efiort. The
“alvage Department continues to grow, and it has beei
found necessary to continue the operating of certain vehir'es
solely for the col'zction of salvage, mostly waste paper from
the factories and shops of the Distriet. The issuing to each
housewife of the sack suitably marked for the storage of
waste paper continues to work very satisfactorily,

Upon durection from the Ministey of i'ood the Waste
Food Scheme has been extended after giving this a bries
trial in the ast Ward., The scheme is working quite satis-
factorily and is proving to be quite a good source for waste
food collection. At the present time approxinately 150
calvanised bins are placed at various parts of the distriet,
covering approximately 2,500 dwellings. The Works
Canteens aned similar establishments in the area are also
covered by this extended scheme. All the waste food in
the district is taken to Halifax Corporation for processing.

During the year a Book Drive was organised, the target
being 40,000 books to be allocated to the various blitzed
libraries and salvage. The Drive brought in approximately
56,000 books, which were allocated as follows :—

16 per cent. to the Forces.
4 per cent. to the Libraries.
80 per cent. to Salvage.

The following table gives details of the sales during th ¢
year :—
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Materials Reclaimed

T, C..Q. Pl il
Waste Paper ... e 01896 160 2 1260 5 5
Heavy Iron ... i O e | 108 19 11
Light Iron ., 915 0 615 6
Taxtiles AL A 28 0 2
Cullett ... e T 3 e 5 ec ] - (R |
Rubber ... ) e 318 6
Waste Food ... 2 B [ R e o0
Loose Tins ... Ll Bk Bty s 58 16 9
Subsidy on Loose Tins 42 18 10
Bones ... TR ol s 812 4
Non-Ferrous Metals ... 1 T T s Bai sl
Bottles, 882 doz. 411 6

382 2 2 ... £1505 B 6

General Inspection of the District

Nulsances: Houtine mmspection of the District has taken
place from time to time, in order to detect nuisances and to
uvestigate  complajnts  registered at the Department.
During the year 273 complaints were reported dealing mainly
with matters under the Public Health Act, 1936. For the
abatement of these nuisances 167 informal notices were
served, 151 being complied with, other nuisances were abated
on verbal jnstructions. It was not found necessary to serve
any  statutory Notices during the year. It was found
necessaly to inspect the work in course of construction on
many occasions, the complaints referred to above requiring
468 vigits. At the end of the year 20 complaints remained
ontstanding,

HOUSING

Again the activities of the Department relative to
housing have been restricted. All complaints registered at
the Department have been inspected and the work satis-
Lactorily completed, These were as follows :—
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Under the 1'ublic Health Act, 1936, 37 complaints wer:
rezistered, and upon inspection it was observed that 38 were
justified, these were abated. To complete this work 143
visits and inspections were made. No Statutory Notice was
served during the year.

Under Sections 84 to 87 of the Publiec Health Aet, 193¢,
dealing with vermimous premijses, 7 houses were disinfested,
using Cimex Gas, and 5 dwellings were dealt with by spray.
ing, The nuisance in all cases was abated.

The housing conditions in the District are becoming more
acute. The Informral Notices which are served from time to
time are dealing with the immediate requirements to keep
the premises rcasonably habitable. During the war vears
it has been imnossible to carry out any major repairs, and
consequently much of the housing has fallen into a poor
eondition. Many houses which should have been dealt with
during the war years under Section 26 of the Housing Act
have remajned standing, and as mentioned, many major
repairs have not been undertaken. Consequently I do feel
that drastic action will be necessary in post war years to
bring working elass houses of the distriet up to a reasonable
standard.  The Department, however, has not lost sight of
this fact, and durine the year a survey of the entire district
was commenced, which will be completed early next year.
The survey will provide valuable information and give the
Couneil sufficient data to carry out a one-year programme.
The survey is aiming to ascertain the urgent housinz require.
ments of the distriet, and with this end in view the hovses
have been placed nder three main headings and again suh-
divided as reonired. Details of the survey are s2t out below :

I. Overcrowded Families:

(a) Permanent Overcrowdine,
(b) Temporary Overcrowding.
(¢) Possible Overerowding.
2. Separation of Families :
(a) Homes for Servicemen.
(b) Beparation of Present Families.

14



i Unhealthy Dwellings :

(a) Illness Attributable to Unhealthy Dwellings.
(b) Alternative Accommodation required for Aced
People.

From the headings set out above it will be seen that
when the figures are obtained, much valuable data will be
available for dealing with housing in the district.

The housing position at the end of the year was as
follows :—

During the year 92 inspections were made in connection
with overcrowding, and every effort was made on the part
of the Council to abate this as far as possible.
but with the acute housing position it has been impossible
to effect any improvement. At the end of the year 63 cases
of overcrowding were on the register, showing an increase
ol 6 on the previous year. This has been due mainly to
either (a) Increase in the family or (b) Children attaining
the age of 10, and thus being counted as adults.

Smoke Abatement

It was not possible through the year to make any
observations of the factory chimneys, but it was pleasin:
to note there was no apparent increase in the atmospheric
pollution, due to factory chimneys in the district generally.

With the lifting of the ban by the Ministiy of Home
Security relative to the production of smoke, it is hoped thal
the observations which were taken in pre-war years will again
be continued and the progress again restored in the abolition
of the smoke nuisances.

Factories

Twelve factories have been inspected necessitating 37
visits. A number of Acts or Omissions in contravention of
the Factories Act, 1937, were observed. These, dealing
mainly with the Sanitary Accommodation were remedied,
and at one large factory it was necessary to have the entire
sanitary accommodation reconstructed.

The bakehouses in the area appear to be in reasonable
condition, and on inspection of these no contravention of the
Act was found.

15



_ INSPECTION AND SUPERYISION OF FOOD
Miik Production

Regular visits and inspections have been made to the
milk producing farms in the arza, and the standard of
cleanliness 6f the sheds, ete., is generally good. Many of
the farms are very up to date in their methods of production,
with mwodern equipment in the milk and sterilising roo~ s,
although a number still require improving, whilst some
require entire reconstruction in order to bring them up to s
reasonable standard. The greatest requirement ig the need
of suitable dairy premises.

livery effort is being made to bring the milk produg¢ing
farms up to a reasonable standard, a great improvement
heving been effected during the year, specifications and
suggested plans baving been prepared for this work by the
Diepartment,

The samples obtained during the year number 60, of
which 75 per cent. were satisfactory. The samples were
mostly subjected to both the Methylene Blue Test and
B.Coli Test.

The number of Producers on the Register at the end
¢f the year was 92, the milk retailers number 107, none of
which were removed from the Register during the year.
There are four Accredited Producers in the area, whilst two
licences have been granted for the bottling of Designated
Milks.

Every effort is being made by the Department to indi-ce
the Milk Producers of the District to improve the premises
in order that they will comply with the standard required
for the production of Designated Milk.

Food Inspection

Regular inspection has been made at all the food shops
within the District, special attention being given to the 306
registered food preparing establishments. The standard of
cleanliness of the premises and equipment and utensils was
quite satisfactory.

The quantity of food surrendered as unfit for human
consumption after inspection, was as follows :—

16



Tons. ewts. gqrs. lbs.

Vegetahles 1 23
Meat 2 2 18
Fish 1 0 16
Fruit 5 2 9
Jam ... 14 1 14
Dried Milk ... 1 5 1 2

Other Foods
wggs, 31 doz.

e

(R

10 1 1

CENTRALISATION OF SLAUGHTER

The slaughter of all anjmals continues at the Halifax
Public Abattoir, since the Ministry of Food closed the
Sfowerby Bridge Abattoir in October, 1942,

Regular inspections of all the butchers’ shops in the
district continues.

Civil Defence

The activities of the department are still centred aroun |
the Civil Defence Organisation. The department is still

responsible for the following BServices:— Ambulance,
Casualty Information, Decontamination, Food Deco.taminu
tion, and Emergency Mortuary. The personnei of the

various services are kept fully trained; the Ambulance and
Decontamination Services meet weekly for Talks, Lectures
and Demonstrations, whilst the personnel of the other
Bervices meet quarterly for Exercises and emonstrations.

The members of the above Services are very keen and
enthusjastic, this is borne out by the attendance and interest
taken at the meetings. This, I may say, is mainly shown
bty the voluntary personnel of the Ambulance Service, who
man the Civil Ambulance day and night, and in addition to

Liie practice night complete up to 24 hours standby duty
weelly,
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