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I have the homour to lay before yoﬁ my #ediocal meport for
the year ending December 31st.18385. .

I was able ﬁo sﬁeak favourably of the condition of the town
in wy last report; atill'méra faveurably can [ refer to it now. We bhave
lost by deatb,during 1895,only 24 Residents and the dsath-rate is ibhere-
-fore proportionately low. The birtkh-rate is up to the average. Thers
was a return of Influsnza during tbe early part of the year but it was
of short duration; one patient succumbed to it. There was alsc a short
epidemic of Whooping Cowgh in January end Kebruary necessitating temporary
closure of the Schools. Beyond this there hasz been no serious illness
and we have had almost a olean bill of health as regards the principal

infectious diseases,only one naving been notified - a fatal case of

-

membranous Croup.

The past year nas witnessed the suoccessiul completion of a
good drainage schems and a fair number of housas already conneoted with
the mein sewer. The system is of courss new and naturally it placed

Southwold at a temporary disadvantage at {irst, in that it necessitated






the overturning of a considerable guantity of saturazed soil both in
laying down the sgstem and also in ¢losing up a large number of cesspools
and taking up their drains, the result veing increased exhalation of impure
gasas and temporary pollution of the surrcundings. This wiil doubtless
acoount for the tale of “sorethroat” which bhas been rather widely circu-
-lated by some of our summer visitors. One cannot but allow that residence
in the midst of sewer gas obizins a certain immunity from its ill effsots,
consequently it may bs assumed that visitors coming fresh into it would
be more liable to be affected by the temporary derangement of thimgs.

I have no doubt Southwold will nmow revert to ite old form,it is well known
as an exceptionally healthy place and nothing can exceed ihe energy and
aotivity of its presert Sanitary Autbority,who are endeavouring to remedy
every dafeot,perfeoting in every possible way the drainage systes, exam-
-ining and enalysing the waters,and by whose orders I am now engaged on

a house to bouse viszitation in order io bring to iight every adbuse and
shortocoming respecting the sanitary comditionm of the town. This is as it
ahould be and is especially necessary now at a iime when Soutbhwold is

inoreasing so rapidly.

= BIRTH-RATE.

The number of births registered in 1885 was 07 or 20.4 per 1000.
Males 36,Females 21. Three of these were illegitimate. The birth-rate

maintains a fairly level standard,5€ being the avarage of the last 10 years.

= DEATH-RATE. =———

The actual number of deaths during the year stands at 31 or 11.0

per 1000. Of this number however 7 were sirangers,4 malss 5 females.






|

As far as can be ascertained no resident has died outside the distriot,
20 that the ocorrected death-rate of the resident popuiation is 24 or 8.0
per 1000. 2n extraordinarily low one. Males 12, Females 12. The following

table will show the deaths at %the different ages:-

Deaths under 1 year = g
v at 1 .. and undsr 5 years = O
s - e .o G da e @
.o MERRR - . 25 . =i

e R s 86 s wi=u B |
. P 66 .. and upwards = 13
Total 31.

There were °© deaths under 1 year and 18 over 50,only & therefore betwsen

1 and 50 years and of this number 4 were sirangers.

GAUSES OF DEATH classified as required by the Looal Government Board. ——

e igir 5 |

Diseases. Under 5.0ver 5, Diseases Under o. Over B. i |
Small Pox 0 0 Heazles 0 0
Scarlatina 0 4] khooping Cough 0 0
Diphtheria 0 o Dysentery 1 (stranger) 0
Membranous Croup 1 (0] fheumatic Fever 0 4
Fevers 0 0 Phthisis 0 2
Cholera 0 0 Bronehitis,Pneumonia 1 3( 1 straﬁgar}
Erysipelas 0 0 Beart Disease B 1
Influenza 0 1 411 other diseases 6(2strangers)18(3 strangers)

All other diseases inolude old age and decay 4. Jersbral diseases 7.

Congenital debility 4. Convulsions 2. Cancer Z. Peritomitis 1, Deatbs

by drowning 2, (strangers).






= NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIQUS DISEASES, =————

This Act has been in force in the Borough since July 1880,
Heasles and Whooping Cough not beinz included. Only ons cass has besn

notified during the year,viz:- of Membranous Croup,wbich proved fatal.

s {ATER SUPPLY.

—_————

The Town is supplied largely by the mains of the Water Works

Company but most of the Coitage properiy derives its supoly from private
wells.Many of these are without covering,a defect whioh ought to be reme-
-died.As the water guestion is now under the special considsraitiom of ths
Sanitary Authority,who are actively enzaged in examining various waters in
order to sliminaie anyv possible bad supply,I will not comment further

upon it.

p— SANETARY INSPECGTION. s

The uswal general inspeetion of tha district has been well
gcarried out during the past ysar. Grievances have been redressed and nui-
-sances abaved whers existing, the wbBole work baving been ocarefuliy and
energetically administered by the Samitary Inspector.No recourse to legal

procsedings bhas been necessary.

=——— DRAINAGE.

The “International” system of drainage was completed in &his
Town in the early part of the year. Only a few connsctions Irom houses
were possible at first after it was deolared open,owing to the advent of
the vigitors’ season when such work had to cease,but since October the

woTk has been recommenced and is being rapidly pushsd on. There is every






reason io believe that the drainage will prove a gsucoess and a boon o
the town,a28 yet with comparatively so small a number of connesctions it

is not possible to judge of its working.

EXCREMENT, =

All excrement from cesspools is carted away out of the town.
That remaining from the drainage works ef ter precipitation-the sludge-has
hitherto besn trenched and dug into the ground mear the filter beds,but
as that means of disposal has not proved satisfactory, the Sanitary Aubhor-
-ity are considering the advisapility either of carting it also away or of

sludge pressing.

MEANS OF SANITARY IMPROVEMENT NEEDED, =———

BUSTBINS: - As in former reports I beg again to draw the atten-

-tion of the Samitary Authority to the advisability of removiag the huge
fixad brick dustbins of whioch so many are io be found 2bout the town and
in which acoumulats large massss of [ilthy puirescent matter, this being
allowed to remain for long periods unprovided with any covering. Againm [
urge that the reteation of large quantities of organic and other ocifensive
matter in t0e midst of dwellings is most objectionable and opposed to all
rules of sanitation.

MORTUARY:- As soon as other Sanitary matters of more pressing

inportance have been disposed of I beg the Sanitaery Authority will consider
the question of providing a Mortuary and Post-mortem Room.

OVERCROWDING:- I bez to draw the attention of the Sanitary Author-

-ity to the evil of overcrowding,which undoudbtediy exists in certain cottages,

egpecially in Viotoria Street. [ noticed it particularly when engaged in a







casae taken up by the Inspector of the Society for Prevention of Cruelty
to 8hildren during the pasi year.

DISUSED WELLS:- Quits recently ny attsntion has been drawn to

eertain wells, formerly used for drinking purposes but which bave fallen
into disuse for such purpose and ere now the convenient receptaclas for
all kinds of filth and rubbish. Wells drain wide areas of soil and it can
easily happen that other drinking wells,in the vicinity of these disused
wells and lying in the same strata,may become polluted by the pubresocent
organic impurities contained in these latter. I urge therefore the advisa-

-pility of having all such disused wells filled up without delay.

METEROLOGICAL DATA.

= ___1

I regret to say that I am unable in this report to give the
usual data,owing to a misfortune, they are not available. The only data

kept at the Sailors’ Room are the Meximum Temperaturses and they cannot

be looked upon as reliable,for several sre missing altogetasr. —
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