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gested by the Ministry of Health in Circular 648 has been
furnished by the Clinical Tuberculosis Officer,

3. Patients requiring specialized treatment are sent to
suitable sanatoria or hospitals. The Clinical Tuberculosis Officer

has been appointed Consulting Physician for Tuberculosis to the |
local Poor Law Infirmary, situated at Rochford, and attends at |

regular intervals at that institution to see tuberculous patients in
consultation with the Medical Officers thereof.

Cases of doubtful or actual tuberculosis occurring in school
children are invariably referred to the Clinical Tuberculosis
COfficer by the School Medical Officers.

4. The relations between the medical practitioners of
the Borough and the Dispensary are such that the closest co-
ordination exists in regard to the work of the Clinical Tuberculosis
Officer and medical practitioners including the Insurance prac-
titioners, the appropriate forms in the case of insurcd patients
respecting progress and treatment being regularly exchanged.

5. In cases where the diagnosis is doubtful the patient,
unless under private medical care, is urged to come again after an
interval, and, if necessary, visits to the home are made by the
Tuberculosis Officer.

6. Every effort is made by the Tuberculosis Officer, the
Tuberculosis Nurse, or the Health Visitor for the area in which
the patient resides, to persuade ** contacts "' to attend the Dis-
pensary or to be examined at home.

' 7. No special methods of diagnosis are in use, except
repeated examination of the sputum, but in tuberculosis of the
hones or joints radiographs are taken where the diagnosis has
been doubtful. During the year 6 patients were thus x-raved.

Tubercyli been given in a few selected cases.

8. Dental treatment is provided by the Council in
necessitous cases when recommended by the Tuberculosis Officer,
and ex-service men whose disease is recognised by the Ministry
of Pensions as being ** due to "’ or ** aggravated "’ by service
are provided with dental treatment by the Ministry. During the
vear 8 patients were thus treated, 3 by the Ministry and 5 by the
Council, the dentures in the latter cases being paid for by the
After-care Committee, by the Civic Guild of Help or other

voluntary agency.

9. Home nursing of advanced tuberculous patients is
not undertaken by the Council, such patients being encouraged
to enter the ** Allen Ward "’ at the Borough Sanatorium. The
local District Nursing Association has, on occasion, visited the
homes of patients for this purpose.

Extra nourishment is provided by the Town Council for
those necessitous patients when such provision is regarded as
ancillary to treatment either before admission to sanatoria or
immediately on discharge from sanatoriz and before they have
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TABLE 1.
the work of the Dispensary during the year 1925,
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Only one of the 31 new patients who suffered from Syphilis
was an instance of relatively recent infection, the other patients
being either in the late secondary or tertiary stage of the diseasc
or else instances of congenital disease. So far as can be judged
from the numbers of new patients who attend the Treatment
Centre for treatment for Gonorrheea there appears to be no very
definite decline in the incidence of this disease; on the other hand
there is no reason to suppose there is any increase in incidence
as it is probable a greater proportion of patients than formerly
now attend the Clinic for treatment.

The number of specimens sent for examination to the
Director of the Pathological Department of the Seamens Hos-
pital, Greenwich during 1925 was as follows : —

By Medical Oificer By
of V.. Treatment  DPrivate

Centre Practitioner
fa) for gonococci —- 5
(b) for spirochetes -— —
fc) of blood for Wassermann Reaction ... 169 49
(d) of cerebro-spinal fluid for Wassermann
Reaction — -

(e} Miscellaneous specimens ... — -

The provision made both for Clinic treatment and for
intermediate treatment appears to be adequate. The majority of
the local practitioners refer to the Clinic for treatment nearly all
their patients whom they find to be suffering from Veneral Dis-
eases especially male patients suffering from gonorrhoea or
patients suffering from syphilis who require treatment by arseno-
benzol compounds. The number of female patients who attend
for treatment for gonorrhoea is unduly low and although efforts
are always made to secure the attendance of women who are
suspected to have infected male patients the response is poor.
Female patients suffering from gonorrhoea are treated by a
woman medical officer and ample private waiting room accom-
modation is available so it is difficult to see what further provision
can be made which would attract a larger proportion of women
patients. It appears probable that the great disparity between
the numbers of men and women who attend for treatment for
gonorrhoea is in the main due to the relative mildness of
svimptoms in the chronic disease in women.

Notices as to the provision made for diagnosis and treat-
ment at the Council’s Treatment Centre are exhibited in the
public lavatories including those at the Railway Stations.

During the summer months a large proportion of the new
patients who present themselves for examination and treatment
are either temporary visitors or temporary residents for the
season. This accounts for the somewhat large proportion of
patients who cease to attend before completing treatment.
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in the County Borough who were known to be mentally defective
within the meaning of the Act. Of these 26 (14 males, 12 females)
were in certified institutions, 69 (38 males, 81 females) under
statutory supervision and 32 (17 males, 15 females) under vol-
untary supervision.

During the year 9 cases were notified by the Education
Committee under Section 2 (2) viz. 5 males and 4 females, and
these were placed under statutory supervision.

Institutional Care.—Of the 26 defectives in institutions,
24 were at the Roval Fastern Counties Institution and 2 at the
Royal Earlswood Institution. With two exceptions, one at each
institution, the cases have all been dealt with under ** Order,"
the Council having exercised its permissive powers in the case
of one male and one female defective only.

Institutional care was provided during the vear for 3
cases only; 2 boys who had been notified by the Education
Committee in 1924 as requiring institutional care were admitted
to the Royal Eastern Counties Institution under Order and the
relatives of an epileptic feeble-minded woman were assisted by
the Council in the exercise of its permissive powers to payv for
her care in the Roval Earlswood Institution.

T'he shortage of accommodation in certified institutions
throughout the country renders it almost impossible to secure
the admission of even urgent cases and at the end of the yvear
no fewer than 7 cases which the Mental Deficiency Committee
regard as urgently requiring institutional care were awaiting
admission. FEarly in the vear, at the invitation of the Board of
Control, representatives of the Council attended a conference
on the subject at the Board’'s offices with representatives of the
Essex County Council and of the Iiast Ham and West Ham
County Borough Councils and subsequently also a conference
with representatives of the two County Borongh Councils.

In June the West Ham Council informed the Town Coun-

cil that the Board of Control had provisionally approved of a

site at Ockenden owned by them for the erection of a new

institution and in answer to an enquiry whether the Town Council

desired to enter into an arrangement for the reception of

| defectives from this County Borough into the proposed institu-
tion were informed that the Corporation while not prepared to

' join with the Town Councils of Fast Ham and West Ham in
| providing the new institution would be glad later to consider
' any proposals which the West Ham Council might make to them
| should the latter find after the new institution has been brought
into use that it is in a position to offer beds to other local

| authorities.

f During the year, the Council made representations to the
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Essex County Council and to the Committee of the Royal Eastern
Counties Institution that the Corporation should be allowed to
join with the County Councils of Essex, Cambridge and Suffolk
in the scheme then under consideration by which the County
Councils would provide capital to enlarge the Royal Eastern
Counties Institution but was informed that it was desired to
restrict the number of authorities partaking in the scheme and
that consequently the Corporation's application could not be
acceded to. The Essex County Council’'s Mental Deficiency
Committee undertook however to recommend the County Council
to let to the Corporation 40 beds in the proposed new extension
to the Institution for as long a period as the Board of Control
will allow while the Committee of the Royval Eastern Counties
Institution promised to allow the Corporation to continue to use
the beds already allotted to patients from the Borough and to
allot additional beds from time to time as they become vacant
from the 350 or so now occupied by private patients, elected
patients,and Board of Cinardian’s cases should they not be wanted
for similar cases.

Supervision.—All defectives under supervision are visited
at least once a quarter and those under statutory supervision
once a month and even more frequently should such be neces-
sary. The supervision is carried out by the Council’s Health
Visitors in the case of female defectives and by the Inspectors
of the Health Department in the case of adult male defectives.
Records are made of each visit and reports submitted at regular
intervals or forthwith should there be any indication of the
necessity for prompt action. During the wvear 547 wvisits were
thus paid in addition to the visits paid by the Probation Officers
in cases which have come under the notice of the Justices for
various offences.

Five of the defectives have married since coming under
notice but with two exceptions these were cases under voluntary
supervision.

Of the 55 males under supervision 6 are imbeciles or idiots,
26 are of so low grade as to be unable to do any work while 23
are employved in various capacities generally in assisting relatives
and only 2 or 3 can be considered to be self supporting; the occu-
pations include labourers in the building trade (4) errand boys
(2) milk carrier (1), sweep (1), billposter (1), farm labourer (1),
gardeners (4), van boys (2), boot repairer (1), newspaper boy (1),
pantry boy (1), cockler (1), and casual work (8).

Of the 46 females under supervision 5 are imbeciles or
idiots while 16 are emploved, 5 as daily maids and 11 in assisting
in the house work of their homes, the remaining 25 being so
feeble-minded as to be unable to do any work.
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XVII. BLIND PERSONS ACT, 1920.

Register of the Blind.—The following table shews the
number of blind persons on the Register at the beginning and end
of the year :—

Malez Females Total

No. on Register on 1st January, 1925 . % 55 81
Admitted to Register during vear . 8, 17 3l

Removed from Register during vear
as no longer blind ... — — —

Died during year e 1
Left Borough during the vear 2 4 G
No. on Register on 31st December, 1826 37 68 105

Home Visitor—At the suggestion of the Minister of
Health, the Statutory Committee decided early in the vear to take
over the duty of providing their own Home Teacher for the Blind
in liea of the arrangement hitherto in force under which a blind
Home ‘Teacher provided by the National Institute for
the Blind acted for an extensive area of South Essex including
the County Borough. After full consideration it was decided
that a sighted person should be appointed to the office and, n
view of the fact that the greater number of the blind in the
Borough are women and that old persons who are not suitable

| for Home Teaching preponderate, it was considered that a woman
| should be appointed to the new post under the title of Home
| Visitor to the Blind. Miss Norah Westby who was appointed to
| the vacaney conditionally on her passing the Home Teachers
. examination of the College of Teachers of the Blind within 2
| yvears took up duty on lst June.

|

Regular visits have been made by the Home Visitor to all
the blind persons on the Register, the total number of visits being
1089. The services rendered to the blind during the wvisits vary;
sometimes she reads to the blind persons, writes their letters, or
gives any other assistance necded at the moment. Where indi-
cated, the Home Visitor gives lessons in Braille or Moon or in
" handeraft; 105 lessons have been given during the half vear of
which 81 were in embossed type, 12 in wool rug meking, and
12 in chair seating. The Home Visitor has assisted 8 of the
blind over 50 vears of age in obtaining their Old Age Pensions,
has acted as almoner to 8 persons in the distribution of weckly
allowances granted by the Voluntary Care Sub-Committee out of
their Voluntary Fund, and has secured the services of 11 volun-
tary workers who have each ‘‘ adopted *' a blind person; these
voluntary workers read to the blind, accompany them for u.'u'lk_.-'..
to concerts and entertainments, and take a friendly interest n
their welfare thus rendering a most valuable social service,

Approved Home Workers.—The number of approved .
Home Workers at the end of the vear was 11, each of whom
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XVIl. Blind, Deaf, Defective and Epileptic Children.

(a) Ascertainment. These children are detected at
Routine Medical Inspections being presented either as *‘routines’’
or as “‘specials’’ by the Head Teachers. Children not at school
are notified by the School Attendance Officers and attend at the
School Clinic for examination as specials by the School Medical
Ufficer or in the case of “‘blind'' children by the Committee's
Ophthalmic Surgeon.

(b)  Blind and Deaf Children. Reports on children found
to be too deaf to be taught in a class of hearing children or too
blind to be able to read ordinary school books are submitted
to the Committee which then makes arrangements for their
reception into suitable residential schools.

There is onlv one blind child resident in the Borough, a
girl of 14 who had both eyes removed in ecarly infancy; she was
sent to a residential school for the blind but only stayed a few
months as her parents preferred her to remain at home under
private tuition; the arrangements made for her home tuition came
to an end in November and the Education Committee at the end
of the year were about to institute legal proceedings against the
parents to compel them to provide her with suitable education.
There are 11 partially blind children (4 bovs and 7 girls) in the
Borough; these suffer from severe or progressive myopia, are
under continuous supervision by the Committee's Ophthalmic
Surgeon, and are provided with special desks at the ordinary
clementary schools, their curriculum being modified so as not
to entail any close work.

There are 18 children too deaf to be taught in a class of -
hearing children; of these 11 are mn attendance at a residential
school for the deaf at Margate and two are provided with educa-
tion in a private residential school for the deaf. Thereare also
five children in attendance at public elementary schools who are
partially deaf and who have to receive on that account special
attention from their class teachers.

(¢) Epileplic.  Three children, one boy and two girls,
who suffer from severe epilepsy are being educated at the Ling-
ficld School for epileptics. Three bovs suffer from frequent severe
fits and are not considered fit to be sent to a residential school.
Une boy and one girl occasionally have «a fit at school and have
consequently to be classed as having severe epilepsy; they however
are frequently free from fits for many months at a time and are
consequently allowed to continue to attend ordinary elementary
schools.  In addition, 23 children (11 boys and 12 girls) suffer
from mild epilepsy, the fits being relatively infrequent and not
oceurring at school.

(d)  Feeble-minded. of 47 children attending certified
schools for the feeble-minded, 26 boys and 17 girls are in attend-
ance at the Southend Day Special School and one boy and three
girls are residents in certified residential Special Schools. Ten
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special boots, irons or other surgical appliances. (3) There are
three children suffering from marked deformities the results of
rickefs one of whom is at a Residential Special School for the
physically defective. (4) The remaining children with deformi-
ties include one with Spina Bifida and perforating ulcer of foot,
four with loss of a lower limb through amputation, three with
congenital dislocation of the hip, three suffering from cerebral
diplegia, one with congenital absence of hand, one with con-
genital deformity of forearm, one with hypertrophic muscular
paralysis, three with congenital absence of important muscles of
upper limbs, two with congenital talipes and six with crippling
as the result of old tuberculous hip disease. (5) Of the 63 child-
ren known to have aclive tuberculosis, 24 were suffering from
Pulmonary Tuberculosis of whom five were in Sanatoria; 12 had
tuberculons glands of neck and two tuberculosis of mediastinal
glands; 10 had tuberculous discase of the peritoneum, of whom
one was in a surgical tuberculosis hospital; four had tuberculous
disease of the spine of whom three were in hospital; six had
tuberculous disease of the knee of whom two were in hospital;
two had tuberculous disease of the hip, one of the elbow and
two of the skin. (6) The 124 children classed in the Board of
Education Tahles at the end of the report as delicate either
suffered from anaemia or malnutrition or were under regular
observation as being of the pre-tuberculous type. Many of them
had a history of illness in infancy suggestive of tabes mesenterica
and all were regarded as specially suited for open-air education.

XVIII. Nursery Schools.

There are no Nursery Schools in the Borough nor do such
appear to be needed in this non-industrial area.

XIX. Secundary Schools.

(a) Rouline Medical Inspection. Forty seven sessions
were spent in routine inspections and re-inspections at these
* schools the visits being distributed as follows :—

Southend High School for Boys ... 18 sessions
Southend High School for Girls ... 14 sessions
Westeliff High School ............... 17 sessions
School of Science and Art ......... 3 sessions

The number of scholars routinely examined was 971 and of
these 484 were re-examined during the vear. There were also 95
examined as specials. Parents were present in 514 cases or 52.9
per cent of the routine examinations.

(b) Findings of Medical Inspections. The ::r'rml‘i:arﬁ eX-
amined were as a whole very well nourished, many being dis-
tinctly above the average in this respect, and no case of unclean-
liness was met with at any of the schools.

Tonsils and Adenoids. Five cases of chronic enlargement
of the tonsils of such degree as to need operative treatment were
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