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NUISANCES.

The inspection of all vessels entering the port is
systematically carried on with the view of removing any
nuisance which may be found to exist. This duty entails a
ﬁeat amount of work, owing to the extended character of
the area under control, the places for visiting being the
Docks, Itchen Wharves, Town Quay, Hamble, Bursledon,
Redbridge, and Eling.

The cabic capacity of air space for the crew of a ship is
regulated by the Board.of Trade, 72 cubic feet being
allowed for each person. This is exceedingly small, but,
probably, is as much as can be allowed in proportion to the
internal capacity of the ship. Still, my experience suggests
that all 18 not done that shonld be done.  Greater
attention than is now given is required for proper and
more efficient ventilation of the quarters, arranged on such
a principle that, whether they wish to have fresh air or no,
it cannot be interfered with by the men themselves.

STORES IN CREW’S QUARTERS.

In many ships, principally sailing vessels, a nuisance is
frequently found to exist arising from the storage of paint,
oils, &e., in the quarters occupied by the crew. Unpleasant
vapours and odours are emitted from these stores which are
prejudicial to health, and the more so, considering the
small air space per man allotted by regulation. The Port
Sanitary Authority should have power to deal with this and
other nuisances under bye-laws. The only system of pro-
cedure at present existing is under the Public Health Act,
1875, which is somewhat cumbrous, and in the majority
owners and captains do not really know what is required of
them.

USE OF SHIP’S CLOSETS IN DOCK.

Proper regulations are also required to prevent the use of
water closets on board when a ship is in dock. This
suggestion, of course, involves the provision of necessary
accommodation on shore. It can easily be conceived that
the discharge of excreta and other foul matter in large
quantities into the still water of a dock must result in a
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SHII”S HOSPITALS.

Without wishing to be arbitrary in dealing with the
Shipping Companies, I would point out that in their own
interest and, perhaps, more important still, the interest 'Flf
their passengers and crews, the Hospitals on board ship
should be placed in a position that would afford better
means of isolating infectious cases than are at present
generally found. It will hardly be supposed that some of
the largest mail steamers trading to and from this port have
their Hospitals immediately contiguons to the aleaging
cabing of the third class passengers and the stewards. Only
recently a case of Small Pox was removed from a vessel
which up to the time of removal had been treated in a
cabin situate under the fore hatch, and immediately con-
tignous to the quarters occupied by eleven stewards and a
provision store room. Below the deck on which this cabin
1s sitnate, and in direct communication with it, were the
emigrants’ quarters. Comment on such a condition of
things is needless ; the evil is obvious, and it would be
efficiently met if it were made compulsory that ship’s
hospitals should be placed on the upper deck as far aft
as possible.

CHOLERA PRECAUTIONS.

Owing to the recrndescence of cholera on the Continent
several Ports were affected with which Southampton is in
direct communication. = The regulations of the Local
Government Board, with the object of preventing the im-
portation of the disease, were carried ount as strictly at this
Port as they were ‘in 1892. These regulations involve the
inspection off Netley of every wvessel arriving from an
infected or a suspected port, and to carry out this work
efficiently it was necessary for the Port Sanitary Staff to be
on duty both night and day. I am glad to be afforded this
opportunity of bearing testimony to the readiness with
which the Inspectors responded to the exceptional calls
made upon them.

There were 273 vessels arriving during the year from
infected or suspected ports, carrying to Southampton 9250
passengers, every one of whom was examined by your Port
Medical Officer before any permission to land was given.
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When necessary, the names and addresses of passengers

- landing were taken and forwarded to the Medical Officer

of the district to which they were going.

Other precauntions included the emptying and cleansing
of water tanks and bilges, disinfection where necessary,
the emptying of ballast tanks in cases where the water had
been taken from infected rivers, the prevention of the
landing of filthy clothing, except for the purpose of disin-
fection—this was necessary only in the case of the crews of
some grain ships—and the control of the importation of
rags. In 1892 there was an absolute prohibition of the
landing of rags from certain European ports, but this veto
was removed in 1893, and as a result 6085 bales were
landed from Havre, Cherbourg, Jersey, and St. Malo, more
than half the number coming from the last-named port.

One case of Cholera arrived here in the steam ship
¢ Glenmore,” from the Black Sea, with grain. The patient,
an Engineer, was in a moriband condition, and was
removed to the Temporary Hospital Ship ¢ Morglay,”
whence he was discharged convalescent at the expiration of
three weeks. During the voyage there had been several
suspicious eases of Diarrheea on board, and two men were
reported as having been treated at Malta for Cholera, but
these had recovered before the ““ Glenmore ”” reached South-
ampton. The wvessel was disinfected, and all necessary
precantions were taken on board, and before the crew were
allowed to land the correctness of the addresses they had
given of the several destinations to which they were going
were verified by telegram.

It may be well to state in connection with this important
matter that certain difficulties, to which I referred in my
Report last year, affecting the performance of the work of
the Port Medical Officer and his Staff, are still found to

exist. For instance, unless the Port Medical Officer is

actually in waiting to challenge a vessel on arrival from a
cholera infected or suspected port in all probability she will
proceed at once to the Docks, and thus becomes a centre of
public danger.  This difficulty can be avoided only by
having a Medical Officer on duty day and night, and where
no assistance is given, as was the case at Southampton last
year, it has frequently necessitated my being on duty two
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days and nights continnously without relief of any kind.

This is more likely to happen in the case of vessels coming

East, as their approach to the Port cannot be so
readily notified as those coming West. The latter can
be signalled from Hurst Castle, thongh not in every
case, even then, is the warning given. Sometimes a
captain will not incur the expense of signalling, and cases
have been known in which vessels signalled at night as
passing Hurst Castle “ probably for Southampton® have
after all proceeded to Portsmouth or some other port, the
journey of the Medical Officer and Inspector thus proving
fruitless. Other difficulties might be mentioned, some of
which would be obviated or lessened by a permanent office
in the Docks in telephonic communication with the Medical
Officer’s Department and residence.

ACCOMMODATION IN THE DOCKS.

In consequence of the large increase of the business of the
Port it is frequently necessary that the Officers of the Port
Sanitary Authority should be on duty at night. Until
recently the Customs placed at our disposal a room in the
Watchhouse at the Dockhead, but the accommodation being
now required they are unable to continue this favour.
Application has been made to the London and South-
Western Company for a room but they have not one avail-
able for such a purpose. The necessity for accommodation
1s obvious when it is known that the Inspectors have to
keep a Register of all vessels arriving, giving the results of
their sanitary examinations, and that the Captains, Dock
authorities, and Customs desire frequent communication
with the Department on matters affecting the sanitary con-
dition of the Port. At present the Medical Officer and
Inspectors have frequently to be on duty in the Docks at
night in all weathers, and without shelter of any kind. An
office in the Docks would be a convenience to everyone con-
cerned.*

*Bince this Report was written a special deputation of the Port Sani-
tary Authority has waited on Mr. John Dixon, Soperintendent of the
Docks, with the result that a site has been selected on which an office is
proposed to be erected by the South-Western Company, which will be
rented by the Port Sanitary Authority.
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REQUIRED AMENDMENTS IN THE MEDICAL
SUPERVISION OF PORTS.

Since the first outbreak of the recent Cholera Epidemic
in Europe, the capabilities of Port Sanitary Anthorities have
been well tested, and I think it will be generally admitted
that much excellent work has been done by the authorities
of all British Ports in their successful endeavour to prevent
the importation of the disease into this country.

These duties have been carried out at a great expense ;
no doubt in most cases this expense has been for the
moment in excess of the profit accruing to such towns from
the fact of their being Ports.

The Port Sanitary Authority of Southampton in con-
junction with other Ports, endeavoured to obfain a
Government Grant in relief of such expenses, which attempt
however, was a failure,

Possibly such pecuniary assistance would be difficult to
“proportion to Ports in an altogether satisfactory manner,
but it seems a little inconsistent that the Board of Trade
should receive a Grant towards the expense of working of
the ancient Quarantine Laws, still in force as regards Yellow
Fever and Plague.. These practically obsolete laws are but
the relic of the unsatisfactory methods previously adopted
for preventing the importation of dangerous epidemic
diseases. Surely, if we can prevent Cholera from gaining a
footing in the country withoat Quarantine, Yellow Fever
and Plagne might be dealt with in a similar manner
efficiently. If the practically useless Grant now made the
Board of Trade for the purposes named were withdrawn, it
might form the basis for Imperial aid to the Ports in relief
of the exceptional expenses now cast upon them.

The sanitation of the Port as I have previously shown, is
at present vested in several Authorities, which sometimes
lead to friction, and occasionally to severe and, too often,
unneccesary interference with shipping. This is instanced
in the working of the Quarantine Laws, which leads to the
delay of many vessels in our river, they having to remain at
anchor until cleared by the Board of Trade Officer when
coming from Yellow Fever Districts, although all way be
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well on board.—The Authorities having control over Port
Sanitary work are :—

The Customs’ Quarantine Officer.

The Board of Trade who deal not only with Qurarantine,
but also with Medical Supervision of Emigrants, as well as
other Sanitary Provisions.

The Port Sanitary Authority.

I trust the time has arrived when Sanitary Regulations
in regard to Ports will be revised, and the duties centred in
one responsible Anthority, who may have power to protect
alike the interest of the floating population and population
on land, by having power to remove fcr isolation cases of
the more dangerous déseases bronght to our shores, such as
Cholera, Yellow Fever, Plague, and Small Pox, prior to a ship
entering dock, and also for dealing with the less dangerous
diseases after arrival alongside. Apart from the greater
efficiency which, in my view, would be attained by centra-
lization in this way, such a system I believe would be found
to be more economical than the present divided responsibility,
if the expenses now borne by each Aunthority are summed up
in the aggregate.

STEAM AMBULANCE.

In order to carry out the requirements of the Cholera
Regulations it became necessary to have a steam launch,
which was engaged at a rental of £80 per month. In the
beginning of the year, however, the Sanitary Authority
purchased a launch of their own which also serves the purpose
of an Ambulance, and is, moreover, utilized in the adminis-
tration of the Floating Port Sanatorium. The cost of this
vessel was about £600, for which a loan was granted by
the Local Government Board. The launch has proved an
entire success, and the purchase has considerably reduced
the expenditure in this direction.

FLOATING PORT SANATORIUM.

During the years 1892 and 1893 it was found necessary to
hire a vessel, to serve the purpose of a Port Sanatoriam for a
long period at a rental which varied from £100 to £60 per
month, the latter being the lowest sum paid. In addition
to such rental was added the cost of hurried conversion and
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fitting. The whole of these expenses had to be met out of
revenne, thus preventing its distribution over any lengthened
period. In August, 1893, the Authority purchased the
“ City of Adelaide,” a vessel for a permanent Port Hospital,
and fitted her up to meet all emergencies. The total cost,
inelading the purchase, fitting, mooring, and construction
of a landing stage amounted to £5500, for which sum a
loan has been granted for 20 years.

The Sanatorium is a composite vessel, having iron frames
and beams, with teak sides down to the water line, below
which she is made of greenheart. She was for some years
engaged in passenger traffic to Australia, and recently the
the whole of ber space between decks had been utilized for
wood cargoes.

Dimensions—Length, 192ft; Beam, 32ft; Depth of
Hold, 22f%.

The ship has been moored in the River Test, at a point
two or two-and-half miles above the Southampton Pier,
away from yachts and shipping generally.

THE WARDS.

In the Hold an entire new pitch pine deck was fitted the
entire length of the vessel giving a head room of 7ft 4in,
This space has been divided, by air tight partitions, into
wards, and adminstration room, and side entrances.

Three wards have been constructed as follows :—

Arrer Warp.—Length, 49ft 9in ; Breadth, 30ft lin;
Height, 7in 4ft.

Mamw Warp.—Length, 54ft 1in ; breadth, 31ft 8in ;
height, 7ft 3in.

QuaranTINE OR OBsERVATION WaRD.—Length, 22ft
6in ; breadth, 22ft ; height, 7ft 4in.

Entrance Hatn axp Dury Room.—Length, 30ft
2in ; breadth, 17ft 9in ; height, 7ft 4in.

The Wards are lighted and ventilated by skylights and
large square windows on each side. The ventilation of the
after Ward is augmented by two ventilating shafts, 14
inches in diameter,
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The walls were thoronghly seraped and cleansed, and then
painted and varnished. The overheads were treated in a
like manner.

The floors were caulked, and polished with beeswax and
turpentine, and have two strips of linolenm for footway.
Out of each Ward is a tiled lavatory on the starboard side,
and tiled bath room on the port. The duty room is placed
between, and in communication with the two larger Wards,
viz., the After and Main Wards. It is fitted with sink,
dressers, cupboards, and at each end is placed a pair of
folding doors, opening out on to a port and starboard
pontoon upon the side of the vessel, which forms landing
stages, so that in rongh weather access can be obtained upon
a sheltered side. The access to main deck from the Wards
1s through the duty room by a central staircase, and is for
Patients use. A separate staircase is available outside the
ship from the starboard platform to the main deck, for the
use of persons avoiding the risk of infection. The observa-
tion Ward is entirely separate from the other Wards and
tdhe Duty Room, and can be approached only from the main

eck.

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT.

The whole of these quarters is arranged on the main
deck away fromn infection, and consist of Nurses’ Quarters,
Store  Rooms, Disinfecting Quarters, Engine House,
Kitchen, Caretaker’s Quarters, Coal Store, Pantry, Lamp
Room, &e.

The Nurses’ Quarters consist of a saloon aft, having a
general room, with separate sleeping rooms leading out of
it to accomodate six nurses.

There is a separate store for bed linen, &ec.; also a dry
goods store, a nurses’ pantry, surgery and dispensary, with
poop deck above for exercise. In front of the saloon is a
large covered space for Patients’ exercise in wet weather,
while in fine weather there is plenty of promenade space
upon the main deck.

THE HOLD

Below the deck, on which the Wards are sitnated, is alarge
space containing stone ballast, the heating machinery, and
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