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Tilston is in most urgent need of a mains water supply, and
I would urge that the scheme to extend the main from Malpas
which is in preparation, should be proceeded with without delay.

Statutory Undertaking: Ashton (NOT TREATED).
A sample taken from a consumer’s tap resulted in Class 4.

Follow up samples taken at the source (springs) also yielded the
same result,

The feeding channels and the storage tank were thoroughly
sterilized and cleansed. A Wire Netting boundary was erected to
keep out rabbits and later a further sample showed improvement,
with faecal coli absent in 100, but a presumptive coli count of
25 per 100 c.c.

This very old supply has for some time been considered as
out of date and unsatisfactory and I must again urge that a
scheme to provide a pure and wholesome water to these parishes in
place of the existing unsatisfactory supply be accelerated.

The source is open to pollution not only by rabbits and birds
but also by unauthorised persons such as campers and gypsies
visiting this popular beauty spot.

There was a total of eighteen water samples taken in 1947
for bacteriological analysis. It is desirable to take considerably
more than thus in view of the numerous supplies and sources in
the district, but as I have mentioned in previous reports the cost
factor prevents such a course. While the County Council are most
helpful in placing their local laboratory at the disposal of this
Council for analysis of milk samples, it seems a pity that a
similar service is not operated for water sample examination.

The cost of sending water samples to the County Analyst
outside the area would be considerably more that the present cost
of examinations by the local public analyst. A local County
Council laboratory available to district councils at a nominal
cost would indeed be a boon to Rural Districts,

(2) Drainage and Sewerage.

Previous reports have indicated the pressing need for further
sewerage schemes in the District, and 1 would again emphasize the
urgent necessity for main sewers in the Farndon, Kelsall, Moulds-
worth, Ashton and Tarvin Districts, as soon as the Ministry will
sanction such work.

The lack of adequate means for satisfactory sewerage dis-
EOsal and proper drainage facilities gives rise to serious public
ealth concern in the built up villages. The attention of the
Department has been drawn to instances in Farndon and elsewhere
where there are no suitable burying grounds for the disposal of
nightsoil or other adequate means of disposal, and the need for
the provision of main sewerage in these larger villages grows in
urgency with the passage of time.
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(3) Rivers and Streams,

The most serious ppllutinn known in the district 1s that of
the River Dee at Farndon referred to in the section under “ Drain-
age and Sewerage,” and little can be done in this instance to cure
the pollution until a main sewer is provided for the village,
tngetﬂoar with the appropriate treatment.

Minor instances of pollution have been improved by repairs
to defective treatment plants or the provision of an adequate
system of treatment.

In the past the banks of streams have often been used as
dumping grounds for unwanted refuse by people from inside and
outside the District. Since the inauguration of a regular refuse
service throughout the District there is little trouble experienced
in regard to this matter, but occasional complaints of tins and
rubbish thrown into the water-courses by mischievious children
have been dealt with

(4) GENERAL SANITATION.
(i) Closet Accommodation.

The number of conversions in the District from conser-
vancy to water carriage is steadily increasing, following on the
extensions of the water mains. The disgusting privy midden still
unfortunately exists in some of the more remote dwellings of the
district, and the officers of the department endeavour to educate
the ]l:'ublic to the inherent lack of hygiene associated with this class
of closet, and during the year several privy middens have been
converted either to pail-closets or water-closets. Any large scale

conversions must of course wait on the pmvision of main sewer-
age schemes.

Number of conversions to water closets during the year—66
The approximate figures at the close of 1947 were as follows:

T T L T e DA 584
G BT e e S e e et el 1822
T L e 1874

4280
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(ii) Refuse and Salvage.

: A Chief Sanitary Inspector controls this important service
in the District, which is carried out by the Council’'s own workmen
and vehicles.

A regular fortnightly collection is maintained throughout
68 of the 69 parishes, the only parish where this service is not
provided is Cotton Edmunds, which has no direct road communi-
cation wiith the remainder of the district.

Two 7 cubic yard and one 10 cubic yard vehicles are used,
manned by ten men, The vehicles operate from a central Depot












_

33

One house was found infested with fleas, probably due to
the presence of two dogs in the house. Treatment of the premises
by Eamﬂxanc and the cleansing of the dogs remedied this
particular complaint.

Wettable D.D.T. is sold at cost as required to the u-l:cupiers
of the slaughter-houses and similar premises in the District, to
minimise the fly nuisance in the hot weather.

An infestation of crickets during the summer on one
refuse tip was treated with Coopers Spray Dressing. After three
treatments at intervals, these vermin were destroyed and there
has been no recurrence,

(xi) Rats and Mice Destruction.

This Council acting as agents for the Cheshire County
Council carries out delegated functions under the Rats and Mice
Destruction Act, 1919, as far as non agricultural properties are
concerned, The County Council acting for the County Agricul-
tural Executive Committtee remains responsible for the enforce-
ment of the Rats Order and for measures against rats and mice
on agricultural property.

A full time Rodent Operative is employed by the Council,
and contracts are made with the occupiers of infested premises
for treatment.

The rat population during the year on non agricultural
remises has been reduced by 4,700. Many minor infestations
ave been cleared and major infestations kept under control by

regular treatment.

The Mimstry’s methods are used and while general satis-
faction is expressed with this useful service, it seems a pity that
in an area such as Tarvin RD.C. that the functions OF odent
Control should be split between the Agricuitural Committees
and County Council, and the District Council. It undoubtedly
would be more effective and satisfactory to have the administ-
ration for treatment of all properties in the area under the District
Council’s Sanitary Officer.

(xii) Knacker Yards.

A licence in respect of a knacker’s yard at Malﬁas was
renewed. These premises have been operated during the year
without complaint.

(5) SCHOOLS,

There is a piped water supply at Ashton, Beeston, Farn-
don, Harthill, Kelsall, Malpas, Tarvin, Tattenhall, Tilstone
Fearnall and Duddon schools.

Clutton, Edge, Handley, Hargrave, Shocklach, Threap-
wood, Tilstone and Tushingham schools are without a piped
water supply as also is Huxley, but the main is being extengee:d
to Huxley and the school should be connected shortly.
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Owing to the continued shortage of labour and materials
the amount of housing repair work executed in the district during
the year under review did not reach desired proportions. The work
carried out was, however, essential in character and will to some
small extent check further deterioration of house property. The
emphasis of new building is having a very serious effect on the
mamtenance of existing dwellings. Much old but structurally
sound property in the District is rapidly deteriorating for want
of materials fv:':lr repair works. The suspension of the Housing
(Rural Workers) Acts is holding up the reconditioning of many
cottages, which although now substandard could be made fit at
a low cost of material, labour and money, as compared with the
cost of the provision of a prefabricated house with a limited life.
If left indefinitely these cottages will degenerate into a state
where the operation of Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936, and
demolition, will be the ultimate result,

4. Rural Housing Survey.

As recommended by the Hobhouse Report and required
hg' the Ministry of Health, the sanitary survey of all rural houses
of a rateable value up to £20 was continued during the year and
fairly rapid progress has been made.

As the Council are aware, the survey is being carried out
with a view to classifying the dwellings into four categories, as
follows; —

A: fit in all respects or minor defects only.

B: requiring repairs or which call for small structural
alterations.

C: requiring major repairs or complete reconditioning.
D: recommended for demolition.

The survey is also a means to bring to light cases of over-
crowding, and the “ Overcrowding Register ” is thus being brought
up to date.

For the prim survey it is not desirable for a too detailed
record to be made because (a) by the time the materials and
labour position permits of any needed action to be taken, the
condition of the premises may have materially altered and (b) a
detailed record of every class of house will seriously delay com-

pletion of the initial survey, which would then lose much of its
value.

As the survey proceeds, any urgent or dangerous conditions
reported are dealt with under the Public Health Act, 1936, and
when the initial survey is completed all houses in classes C & D
will have a detailed re-inspection with a view to suitable action
under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936.

In accordance with the policy of the Council, demolition
procedure against existing premises is being deferred except in
the following cases.
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Meat Inspection.

Government control of slaughtering continued during the
year, and the Ministry of Food Slaughterhouse at Newton Lodge,
Newton-by-Tattenhall, continued in operation, serving an area
roughly conforming to the Tarvin Rural District together with
the township of Tarporley in the Northwich Rural District,

Slaughterhouse licenses were renewed in two instances,
being in respect of premises where casualties are dealt with
exclusively, carcass and edible offals being delivered to the
Ministry of Food Slaughterhouse after inspection at place of
slaughter.

The Council have been careful in making appointments to
see their Sanitary InsPectﬂrs are properly qualified and exper-
ienced in the inspection of meat, and the centralisation of
slaughtering and practical elimination of private slaughterhouses

rmits of a hundred-per-cent inspection of meat intended for
uman consumption.

It is desirable that this centralisation of slaughtering should
be made permanent and that the many small and mostly unsuit-
able places in the district where regular slaughtering was carried
out pre-war should not be relicensed unless the Council are
satl (a) that there is urgent need for a slaughterhouse and
the central slaughterhouse is inconvenient and (b) that the
premises satisfy the high standard of structure, lairage, water
supply, drainage and drainage disposal necessary.

In this connection I regret that the Ministry of Food have
so far not seen fit to enlarge the available hanging space at
Newton Lodge Slaughterhouse, Tattenhall, as suggested to them

by your Chief Sanitary Inspector from time to time over the
past two years.

During the periods of heavy kill when several bodies are
hanfing in the cooling section, the meat inspectors’ work is
hindered by lack of room for easy examination of the carcases
and the obstruction of light.

If, as is hoped the practice of Central Slaughtering has come
to stay, it is essential that this should be done under ideal
conditions.

Close co-operation with veterinary officers of the Ministry
of Agriculture has been maintained. All cases of congenital
tuberculosis found in calves have been reported to the Animal
Health Division, resulting in most cases in recognition of tuber-
culosig in the dams, which have then been removed from their

herds and slaughtered under the provisions of the Tuberculosis
Order, 1938.






























