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To the Chairman and Members of the Education Committee

of the Somerset County Council.

MRg. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my First Annual Report as School Medical
Officer.

In view of the fact that practically all the work recorded in this report was
directed by Sir William Savage I have refrained from making any alteration in
its form.

The report presents a general survey of the work carried out under the
various services of your School Medical Department.

I have to thank the various Medical and Dental Officers and the clerical staff

for their co-operation, and, particularly, I acknowledge the assistance of Dr,
Stirling in the eompilation of this report.

I am also extremely indebted to the Chief Eduecation Officer and his staff and
to Head and Assistant Teachers for their valuable and willing help in all matters
concerning the health and welfare of the children,

I feel it is not out of place for me to record an appreciation of the long and
valuable service rendered by Bir Williamm Bavage to this work.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

J. F. DAVIDSON.

Health Department,
Somerset County Council,
Mareh, 1938.
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ORGANISATION.
Medical Inspectors. Dr. Burges resigned in May, Drs. Jones-Davies and
Lloyd being employed in a temporary ecapacity until Dr. D. V. Hague commenced
duty in September.

School Dentists. My, J. J. Hollington left the serviee in December and Mr.
J. W. Goddard retired on superannuation on 31st December; Mr. P. D. Copeland
and Mr. L. E. Scull took up duty in January, 1938.

MEDICAL INSPECTIONS CARRIED OUT.

| Approx. : | '
nﬁrl?'iber Inspeclions. | Pﬂﬂﬂﬁ&?ﬁﬁ1?{eﬁ!l]1MEIl
Medical Inspector. Chii]r.{ren S T N TR A e R T e
inatlend- Routine. Special. Re-ex. Tolal. Routine. AlL
| ance.
| |
Dr. Parker .| 5,304 | 1,447 | 862 | 1,407 | 8,216 | 926.8 59.6
., Pringle el 7,803 3,042 | 1,065 | 3,266 | 7,373 8.5 093.8
.., Evans -+l 7,919 | 2,830 410 | 2,007 | 5256 | 358 606.4
.. Dugdale 5,007 | 1,888 980 | 1,251 3,419 37.0 67.1
., Hague 8,273 | 1,587 108 | 890 2,085 19.2 25.2
., Burges — | 344 14 52 410 | —_— e
., Lloyd A = 1o o8 | 519 | 1828| — e
., Jones-Davies.| — | 688 77 | 226 991 s —
| | | |
| | | | |
ToTaLs ...I 84,576 ‘12.846 : 2,400 | 9,118 24,373 47.1 70.5
i |

The number of Elementary Schools is 448 with 497 departments.

Urban. Rural. Total.
Council Schools E 27 123 150
Voluntary Schools a8 260 208
ToTAL 65 383 448

The number of visits paid to Elementary Schools for the purpose of
eondueting routine inspections during the year was 1,096. The number of children
inspected was 24,873, an increase of 2,802 on the previous year. The figures for
the different groups are set out in Table 1. (at end of Report).

The number of children inspected, exclusive of re-inspections, was 15,255,
The number of children re-inspected during the year was 9,118, compared with
7,630 in the previous year. This is exclusive of the cases referred to the School
Oculist. All the Schools, except 19 Elementary Schools, were visited during the
year. The percentage of parents present at routine inspeetions was 60.3, which
is above the average. Pressure of other work only allowed a routine second visit
to be made to 13 schools.



EXAMINATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY TEACHERS.

In accordance with the requirements of the Board of Education, 3 women
teachers were examined during the year and graded as follows :—

A.1.—In good health, and free from defects 1
A.2.—In good health, but with slight physical defeets 2
3

FINDINGS OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

The figures for 1937 are set out in Tables 1I., I11. and VI., which are on the
same lines as last year and in the form recommended by the Board of Education.

Some of the chief percentage figures given in Table VI. are nutrition, bad or
below normal, 10.2; defective hearing, 0.5; ear disease, 1.3; skin disease, 0.4;
chronic tonsillitis, 7.1; adenoids only, 1.1; chronic tonsillitis and adenoids, 1.9;
enlarged tonsils only, 11.7; defective speech, 0.7; dental disease, 57.6; organie
heart disease, 0.3; an®mia, 0.9; pulmonary tuberculosis, definite, 0.1, suspected,
0.83. These percentages are very similar to those recorded in previous reports.
The nutrition figures are considered separately.

In considering these findings, it is interesting to note that, in the presecribed
routine groups, the number of children requiring treatment (exeluding nutrition,

uneleanliness, and dental disease) was 1,701, and, together with other routine
inspections, the grand total of sueh children was 1,801,

In the code groups the following are the percentages of children requiring
treatment : Entrants 14, Intermediates 13.5, and Leavers 13.3: the similar
percentages for England and Wales last year were: Entrants 16.1, Intermediates
18.5, and Leavers 16.9,

It will be noted that the Somerset percentages are consistently below those
for England and Wales; while this is satisfactory, it should be understood that
there is every need to improve on these percentages and especially in relation to
the Entrants.

It is my view that too much emphasis cannot be placed on the need for the
early application of preventive measures, and, where required, of treatment in
the pre-school child so that the Entrant school ehild may begin and continue its
school life on a satisfactory health basis. Such a procedure forms the very
foundation of preventive medicine, and I am well aware that this Authority fully
recognises this fact and that steps in this direction have already been taken.
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In this connection, while the objective is clearly defined, the approach to 1t
in a large County like Somerset is by no means a simple matter. However, there
are certain methods by which progress can be made although I am afraid they
cannot be regarded as being fully comprehensive at this stage.  The methods
which I have in mind are:—

(1) to intensify the already fine work carried out in home visiting of
pre-school children by health visitors and distriet nurse health visitors;

(2) to extend the clinic services under the Maternity and Child Welfare
Service so that established centres for continued health supervision may
come into operation;

(3) to promote the scheme already sanctioned by this Authority whereby
medical examination is offered when the child is between three and four years
old. There is no doubt that by this service much useful work can be
accomplished and every endeavour will be made administratively to make
this scheme as complete as possible. It is necessary, however, to point out
that the acecomplishment is not a simple matter and may well require several
years of experimental running before any general results of importance and
value are obtained.

In these ways it is hoped that in the course of time the entrant children will
be found to be uniformly of a higher standard than they are to-day, and, there-
after, the test of the strength of the School Medical Service will be the
maintenance of a high level of health throughout school life so that the children
may be in the best possible state to order their adolescent and adult lives.

Defective Vision.—Defects are recorded for 21.7 per cent. of the children, as
shown in Table VI. This includes all degrees of defeet, and is not very helpful
without explanation. The percentage prevalence of defects amongst two group
classes is set out below. ‘‘Slight defect’’ includes visual acuity of 6/9 and 6/12
and ‘‘marked defect’’ any greater degree of vision defect.

Total Rouline.
8 years old. i Leavers. (8 F:&?E a?ll::lt lgger].

| Boys. Girls. Total. | Boys. Girls. Tolal. | Boys., Girls. Total

Slight defect ... 11.8 144 181 | 7.7 108 92| 98 128 113
Marked defect...| 68 7.5 69| 78 98 83|65 85 15

The percentages for the 8 year old children and the '‘Leavers’” group
represent the proportion of slight and marked eye defects amongst the children.
The figures for the entrants are not given as they merely represent the proportion
found with defective sight amongst those presented by the teachers as having
possibly defective eyesight, since entrants are not examined for eye defects as a
routine measure. The number of children so presented fluctuates greatly.

During the year 2,017 elementary school cases were examined by the Oculist,
1,189 being re-examinations. In 812 of the 828 new cases errors of refraction
were present. The nature of the defects are given in the tables.

In addition the County Oculist examined 195 Secondary School scholars and
4 mentally deficient persons; also 146 pre-school children mainly for squint.
Seven days’ work (with 86 cases) was done for the Bridgwater Borough

Education Authority. He also examined 31 cases in connection with the County
Scheme for the Blind. -



BOYS. GIRLS, ,I
Errors of Refraction. | Under | | 12 | Olher || Under | | 12 | Other | rolals
| | B-9. | & over. | Ages. | B, 8, | & over.| Ages. |
Hypermetropia .. .| 60 | 4 | 8 | 48 | 50 | 4 a | 68 | 365
Hypermetropic astl ma- || . , i
tism . . 18 | &8 8 | 2 § 1 24 17 | 33 171
Myopia {2 11 21 15 | 3 14 18 14 ! o8
Myopic asligmatism X B 15 | 11 [i S R 1 19 19 | 95
Mixed astigmatism : TR R 5 8 10 15 11 11 | T4
Heterometropia Jq 1] 2 — = = e L o
ToTAL I s | 107 B | 18 | 90 | 107 | 102 | M1 | s
Re-examinalion cases 8 | 34 204 242 ! 78 : §7 238 | 262 || 1,180
Cases without error nf J ' | | i
refraction 3 Bomilin: L |t Sl ot ing |lies il 1 1 | 16
Boys. Girls. ! Tolals.
Convergent strabismus . 27 24 5
Disorders of Alternaling slrabismus fl'!'.l.ﬂ.il'll!"
Mobility. c convergent) 3 0 3
Divergent strabismus .. .. .| 4 ] &
Nystagmus J i 1 1
g |}
" Of Conjuncliva 2 2 3 5
o GOTTIER. ... - 4 3 7
Pathological n oclerolic o 0 0 0
changes of Eye w Iris and cill&r}r hﬂd]" 0 i | 1]
due to accident 5 ,, Lens 0 0 ; 0
or disease. w Vilreous 0 1] 0
. Choroid and retjna 2 | a
» Optie Nerve ... 0 1 1
M?Eaiﬂ_ ufolfhe Of Eyelids ! 41 42 B3
Eye. . Lachrymal apparatus . i 1 i 2
Globe as a whole ... ... 2 1 3
Cornea (conical chiefly) ... (i} 0 0
Sclerotio (blug) .. J| i 0 0
Congenital ris and ciliary body 2 0 2
Disggd;ﬂ Ch Dislocation (1} Y 0
< ns
ol the Eye. Cataract 2 | 1 3
Choroid and retina 0 : 1 1
Oplic Nerve [} 2 2
Lack of pigment .. 0 1} 0
= Eyelids i 10 g 12
Headaches, and other rﬂﬂex nerve symptumﬁ nﬁum&t&d w:'l;h |
visual defecls : 45 ™ i 117
Cases considered unsuitahla for instruclion in E!emenl.ary' !
Schools and certifled as *“'Blind"'* % ITOEE, St 0 1 1

*This case was admitted to a Special School.
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NUTRITION.
The Board of Education now asks for the particulars set out in the following
table :—
Classification of the Nutrition of Children inspected during the Year
in the Routine Age groups.

| |
| A. D v T D.
Number of | | | Slightly |
Age-groups. Children | Excellent. Wormal. | Sub-normal. i Bad.
T ) e e ey o i S | RO -
LR AT RN S YT . %
Entrants ... .| 4,540 050 | 2[R | @& | s ) a1 | 1 0.2
Second Age-group, 3,466 91 | 29 | g 59 | 407 | 12 ] P
Third 2 3677 | 1325 | % | 2058 | 86 | 200 8 go e
Other Rouline [
Inspeclions ... 1,163 RE] 33 GG 52 | 118 10 1 0.1
Torau .| 1286 | 3m5 | 2 (7m0 | 6 |131 | 10 | 20 | o

I

These figures do not vary very mueh from those presented last year. 1t is
interesting to note that in both the Entrants and the Second age group 88 per
cent. had either excellent or normal nutrition and in the Third group it was 92
per cent.

While the provision of school meals, extra milk, and participation in the Milk
in Schools Scheme, all play their part in the general improvement of nutrition,
the basie requirement necessary for lasting good must be obtained in the ordinary
every day feeding in the home. The mothers of to-day, and, mueh more
important, the mothers of to-morrow, must be taught how best to use their
housekeeping money to the greatest advantage to the family. In many cases
this ordering of the weekly domestic budget is no easy matter, and, without
training and experience, women cannot be expected to reach a satisfactory
standard.

In Somerset strong efforts are being made to do this very work, and I suggest
that its wide application on an intensive and extensive plan is one of the most
important social and medical needs of our time. The continued teaching of
domestic management to senior school girls is a work of the greatest value, and
its proper interpretation will do a great deal to improve the state of nutrition in
the future; it is not too mueh to say that it will make a real eontribution to
both domestic health and happiness in the lives of our citizens of to-morrow.

MILK IN SCHOOLS SCHEME.

This scheme of the Milk Marketing Board came into force on October 1st,
1934, and operates on a voluntary basis; this Authority takes no general financial
responsibility for any of the working arrangements.
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The source and quality of the milk has to be approved by the Medical Officer
of Health and School Medical Officer.

The types of milk authorised are milk from Tuberculin tested herds,
Pasteurised milk (under licence of the Loeal Authority and as defined by the
Ministry of Health) and, as from November, Accredited milk. If none of these
types of milk is available ordinary milk is authorizsed (subject to special approval
and with the eondition that it is brought to the boil before being drunk).

The position at the end of the year as regards schools in which this sehool
milk was drunk was as follows:—

Tuking milk which is

. : o o S No
Schools. Number. Tubereulin Milk.
Teiked: Pasteurised.  Accredited. . Boiled.
Urban Elementary 65 8 53 1 1 2
Rural o 383 42 137 35 G5 104
Secondary e (1 6 9 0 1 3

Of the 448 elementary schools, the children in 11 per eent. were drinking
Tubereulin Tested Milk, in 43 per cent. Pasteurised, in 8 per cent. Accredited,
in 15 per cent. Boiled, and in 23 per cent. taking no milk.

The number of children taking milk fluctuates somewhat, and, for example,
was lower in the summer, but does not vary markedly. The figures for the
children arve compiled from returns obtained from the Head Teachers and are not
quite complete, and are probably an understatement., The figures at the end of
the December term were:—19,252 children taking milk, the types of milk
gonsumed being Tuberculin Tested 16 per cent., Pasteurised 70 per cent.,
Ageredited 6 per eent., and Boiled 8 per cent.

It is interesting to note that approximately 55 per cent. of the children are
taking the school milk; while this fact is satisfactory it is to be hoped that there
will be considerable extensions of this Scheme. The value of this milk ration is
proved beyond dispute and it is a provision of which the widest advantage should
be taken.

There are considerable difficulties in working the scheme in some parts of the
County; towards the end of the year a large supplier of Pasteurised Milk gave up
the contract on the ground that the financial return was so unsatisfactory that
continuation was impossible, This happening considerably disorganised the
general scope of the County Scheme; to some extent it was possible to obtain
Tuberculin Tested Milk to eover these schools, but often our efforts failed mainly
for financial reasons; in view of the position it was necessary to recommend a
reconstruetion of the scheme, and, subsequently, it was agreed that unboiled
Accredited Milk should be approved for use in the schools. As a result of this
measure, the general position was very much improved, and 1 am hopeful that
this extension will continue,
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I consider it is well for me to draw attention to the fact that inereasing
difficulties will be found in administering this scheme owing chiefly to the
financial arrangements and particularly to the cost of distribution. In this
County it seems absurd to say that we cannot obtain supplies of milk for all our
schools, but this is true, and, in some parts, the difficulties under present
conditions are unsurmountable. It is necessary, 1 consider, that some revision
of this Scheme should be undertaken by the Milk Marketing Board; it would be
highly regrettable if further progress is stopped on account of the non-adjustment
of these financial matters. This is a scheme of the greatest value in the
maintenance of the health of the childven and it is worthy of every effort being
made to assure its continued success.

Finally, in this connection, I would bring to your notice the generous help
which your Head and other Teachers give voluntarily to this Scheme. It is well
to appreciate that its running requires a great deal of supervision and guidance,
and, at all times, 1 have been most impressed by the willingness of your teaching
staffs to give every assistance.

The arrangement for milk for undernourished children has been amended to
bring it into line with this milk scheme. Where milk is provided by the County
Edueation Authority because it is needed on medical grounds and the parents
cannot afford it, the 3d. per third of a pint is provided by the Education
Committee instead of the parents. Usually more than one-third of a pint a day
is required and the majority of the children receiving free milk have had two-
thirds of a pint. Where no milk scheme is in force the old arrangement of direct
contract with the milkman is maintained.

The number of children receiving free milk at the expense of the County
Education Committee was inereased materially during the year, and comprised
1,774 children as compared with 1,338 in the previous year.

MEDICAL TREATMENT AND FOLLOWING UP.

During the year 1,027 new cases were referred to the Care Visitors.
Arrangements have now been made with 142 Nursing Associations. Inspections
in 417 schools were attended by District Nurses, 1,056 sessions were attended
by these nurses, and 2,218 cases were referred to them for home visits. Their
reports state that 5,441 visits were paid to these cases.

Their reports upon the 2,218 cases referred to them for home visits show
that in 1,074 cases (48 per cent.) medieal treatment has been obtained, and 174
cases (8 per cent.) were under treatment by the nurse; in 451 cases (20 per
cent.) no treatment was obtained; 481 cases (22 per cent.) were under super-
vision; and in the remaining 38 cases (2 per cent.) visits had vet to be made at
the time the reports were received.

Blight degrees of nasal obstruction, probably due to adenocids, but not marked
cases, are reported for breathing exercises in the schools under the direction of
the teachers. Directions to parents and teachers as to treatment were given in

2,606 routine cases (20 per cent.) and for observation in 1,838 cases (14
per cent. ).
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During the past year grants of milk, malt and oil, or Parrish's Food were
made to 2,039 children at a total cost of approximately £1,100. Every child is
selected on medical grounds.  This is an inerease of 480 children.

The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children continues to
afford useful serviee in the investigation and following up of certain difficult cases.

In 1937 twenly-seven eases were referred to the Society’s Inspeectors, the
number under each heading being as follows :—

General neglect 1
11l treatment at home

Verminous condition
Other = b

=1 &2 b On

As regards the cases referred on account of general neglect, the home
conditions in practically all of these cases were materially improved as a result
of the Inspector’s visit and still remain under supervision.

Only two cases of ill treatment at home were reported.

During the year only three children had to be referred to the Society on
account of their persistent verminous condition and these were eleaned up in due
course.

Of the remaining cases, two were referred for urgent dental treatment and
one for discharging ears.

The parent’s eonsent in respeet of a tonsils and adenoids operation was in
two cases obtained only as a result of pressure by the Society’'s Inspector.

SPECIAL DEFECTS.

The methods of treatment for special defects deseribed in previous reports
were maintained. The following defeets may be specially mentioned :—

TONSILS AND ADENOIDS.

A scheme for securing operative treatment for Tonsils and Adenoids at
certain approved hospitals was started in 1920. Last year 284 recommendations
were issued, and 261 operations performed. The cost of these operations was
£490 5s. Od., of which sum £38 5s. 6d. was refunded by the parents and
Hospital Leagues, leaving a balance of £451 19s. 6d. to be paid by the County
Education Committee. Twenty-three recommendations were outstanding,
involving a sumn of about £33.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

During the year 47 cases of tuberculosis, or suspected tuberculosis, of the
lungs were recorded amongst the routine inspections, while there were 25
suspected cases amongst those speecially presented. Twenty-six cases of
tuberculosis of other parts of the body were recorded, chiefly of glands, bones and
joints. Of the 93 cases referred to the Tuberculosis Officers and examined, 6.4
per cent. were found to be definite cases, and a further 15 per cent. were marked
as suspicious cases of tuberculosis.

QUANTOCK SUMMER CAMP.

This Camp, which is held in the grounds of Quantock Sanatorium, is usually
run for eight weeks, 4 weeks for girls and 4 weeks for boys, but this year it was
only possible to hold a three weeks' Camp for boys as voluntary helpers eould not
be obtained for any longer period and no helpers were available for the girls’ eamp,
which was not run. Certain of the more important cases recommended for the
girls' eamp were offered places at the Children’s Home, Compton Bishop, and
those who were admitted stayed for approximately 6 weeks and greatly benefited.

The boys were at Camp from 9th to 31st August, and were regularly
weighed and medically inspected while there, and the average gain in weight was
3 lbs. 10 ozs., only one boy losing weight. The total expenditure was £118, of
which £76 was for food. The children were well fed and the cost per head for
children and staff was 1/8}d. per day. Eaech boy’s three weeks' holiday cost
£2 16s. 6Gd. including all maintenance costs.

The Boroughs of Bridgwater and Yeovil sent 6 children and 5 children

regpectively and their proportion of the cost was £36 18s. 0d. and has been
repaid by them,

RHEUMATIC HEART DISEASE.

During 1937 two Heart Clinies were held as follows :—

| Cases examined,

""'g—il'f

|
TorArs ... 2 . a4 1 —_ 35

| Number of | | e
Centre. |£;I|mcs held.i County. Taunton. :Hridgwuter.J Total.
| ! : |
Taunton 5 1 17 | 1 = VR | 18
Weston-super-Mare , 1 17 |
|
| ]
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Theso children have been grouped as follows :—

Suffering from rheumatic heart disease 18
Suffering from congenital heart disease 4
Not suffering from heart disease 12
Doubtful eases or cases under observation ... 1

85

The diagnosis of a good many cases has been cleared up and in a number of
instances children who have been stopped all games, ete., have been allowed to
resume normal school life.

During 1937 two girls and one boy were admitted to Winford Children's
Hospital. At the end of the year one girl was still under treatment as an
in-patient. Four children were discharged during the year after a stay in each
case of approximately six months.

It is satisfactory to note that all these children showed very marked
improvement in general health and cardiac lesions were in every case either
prevented or arrested.

VISION AND EYE DEFECTS.

The cases of defective vision include those with slight defects which require
no special treatment, and cases of decided impairment of vision or with definite
symptoms of eye strain which are referred to the School Oeulist. During 1937
the School Oculist examined 828 new eases and preseribed glasses in 726,

At the end of the year the number of eve centres in the County was 35, all
unaltered from the previous year. The available accommodation at some of these
centres is unsuitable for this work and as a result efficient examination is made
very difficult. Therefore I am arranging for some of these centres to be elosed
where such closure does not present travelling or other difficulties to the children
and parents. Eighty-nine per cent. of the children summoned to the different
eye centres attended. Of the remaining 11 per cent. the majority attended on
being again sent a notice.

During 1987 the five shillings charged for spectacles was received from 1,278
parents, while in 153 cases (as compared with 194 in 1936) the cost or part of it
wag provided out of County funds. The expenditure involved was £31 4s. 1d.,
as compared with £41 1s. 10d. in 1986. Necessitous eases requiring free repairs
to frames or new lenses, ete., cost the Committee £5 11s. 11d. Carrying out
the resolution of the Education Committee to pay charges for repairs above 2/6d.
cost 15/-. The present charge to the parents for spectacles is rather more than
their actual cost, and during the year this gave a profit of £82 10s. 8d.
€37 11s. Od. was lost on repairs and for free glasses, and £6 4s. 8d. on eve
shades. The receipts for eye material, therefore, were £38 15s. 5d. above the
costl.
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During the year 1,431 new pairs of spectacles were supplied, while 824 pairs
previously ordered were repaired, or new lenses were fitted to old frames.
Children provided with spectacles are re-examined by the Medical Inspectors at
their next visit to the school to see that the spectacles fit and have not been bent
out of shape. If necessary the children are referred back to the School Oculist.

Of the 828 new cases examined, 58 were suffering from squint. Glasses
were prescribed in 48 cases and obtained in 40. Eye shades were provided in 43
cases.

DENTAL DEFECTS.

The Dental Scheme only deals with children of selected special ages.
Children found at Medical Inspections to have defective teeth are not treated by
the School Dentists unless they come under the Scheme. They are referred for
treatment as for other defects, i.e., the parents are informed, the School Care
Visitors have case sheets, ete. Four dentists were at work during the year. The
figures set out show that 44 per cent. of the children passed through their hands.

The ages of the 15,231 children who were examined under the Scheme were
352 (5 years), 2,622, 2,349, 2,149, 1,972, 1,758, 1,491, 1,339, 1,071 and 80 (14
years).

Treatment was given to 11,574 children as follows :—

Extractions (temporary) . 12,997

{pmmanent} 1,162
Flllmgs (temporary 146; purmuncnt 9, sﬂg} 9,855
Other treatment [scalmg} ; 30

| No treatment Cases requiring treatment.

required. ; B sl e e e

S | B . | gm | a& | = | g2 |

2 2% | 82| B SE 28 | &. | 5% £85 |8
Bd|Bg(2%! 88 | 35 |82 | €8 | BE | ok |PE
| 89| & g1 22 | B2 | &4 | =8 | B® [Ee=g |BS

%5 og | &% | HE - §. = | w =S |5

Z i | | ® = ( | =5 i H=3T | O
Mr. Goddard ...!1,555 607 | 949 | 3400 | 1386 125 1206 | 509 | 1 I i
Mr. Nicolson ... 36f| 104 | 460 | 3,120 | 1517 68 | 697 838 : = =
Mr. Crossley .| 895| 17 | 719 | 3190 | 12331 237 w0 | sl | 8 14
Mr. Hollinglon| 642 | 95 | 5-5.7‘ 1,855 858 | 106 9 | ™ | — b

r |

13657 | 982 |26% | 1151 | 500 536 | 3560 | 2368 | 9 | 20

As in previous years the most satisfactory features of the scheme are the large
number of children which yearly require no treatment and the large number of
fillings and the small number of permanent teeth extracted as set out in the table.
The table shows that 3,657 required no treatment, of which 2,675 had been
previously treated. To this should be added, from the point of view of conservative
dentistry, the 5,092 children who required temporary extractions only. This
malkes 8,749 children whose teeth were examined and found to be sound except
for temporary extractions.
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Lhildren examined and Schools included.

| Children examined. | Children trealed.
Number! N"g}hﬁr Hu;n[hEl‘:“ e —
ELAY: of Retacti ] cdara. | E0R Other |, ABes Other
soicl. 00 | i, inghaded | 2 | mghdeion | 25
l | r

| | | |
Axbridge Area el o~ A0 | 99 60 | 1,660 1 | 1,186 1
Weston-super-Mare. .. 9 | 9 | 48 1,065 i 714 9
Bathavon el 28 26 28 | 839 g | 619 1
Bridgwater Rural ... 87 37 54 I 1,201 8 | 1,035 2
Chard Area sl 28 19 40 | 909 1 719 s
Clutton Area oo 52 32 76 | 1,576 15 1,164 8
Dulverton Area ool 18 13 i3 | 253 1 200 | 1
Frome Area el 26 26 88 | 708 2 BT | A8
Langport Rural ... 24 2 8 | 42 — 36 e
Long Ashton Area ... 82 31 58 | 1,387 = 030 e
Shepton Mallet Area, 25 36* 59 1,182 4 013 4
Taunton Rural el 28 10 17 389 — 331 =8
Wellington Area ... 18 17 28 | G41 1 535 1
Wells Area | 25 25 45 | 1,045 6 811 2
Williton Area sl 28 28 42 972 B 529 1
Wineanton Rural ..., 27 27 40 824 2 613 1
Yeovil Rural e 14 18 495 1 317 --

| 449 391 681 | 15,183 48 11,548 26

*LEleven schools were inspected twice in the year.

Mr. Goddard, Mr. Nieolson, Mr. Crossley and Mr. Hollington worked 681
days (203, 162, 207 and 109 respectively) during the year and examined 15,231
children, an average of 22 a day, while 17 a day were treated. These figures
must be considered as satisfactory in view of the difficulties of transport,
administration, ete.

The cost of the dental work for the year was £3,436 (exclusive of
superannuation contributions), the largest items being £2,260 salaries for
dentists, £556 travelling and maintenance allowances, and £2062 eclerieal
assistance. The cost of dental materials and renewals was £123, while the
amount paid for the hire of rooms was £164. The sums received as fees from
parents during the year amounted to £348.

The numbers of toothbrushes sold during the last ten years are: 2,138, 2,511,
2,479, 2,081, 1,942, 1,990, 1,514, 1,172, 1,385, 938 (1937). The price charged
is 4d. for the large brushes and 3d. for the small.

The work of the service was somewhat curtailed during the year by illness
but it is evident that good solid service was rendered to the children,

With the present staff it is impossible to give a full service or to give as
complete a service as is desirable in this section of the Department. As I have
not yet reported on this matter to the respomsible Sub-Committee I do not
propose fo make any statement in this general report. It will be necessary,
however, for me to present certain facts in due course so that the position of this
service may be considered.
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VERMINOUS CONDITION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The equivalent of the time of two whole-time School Nurses was available
for this and allied school work. On an average they paid two or more visits to
each school in their area. All the Health Visitors did some of this work. The
children examined were 23,830 boys and 25,976 girls, and of these 150 boys (0.6
per cent.) and 731 girls (2.2 per cent.) were found verminous. During the
year 101 children were excluded as belonging to the persistently verminous group.
Most of these cleaned up, at least temporarily, under pressure, and legal
proceedings were only necessary in one case.

The following table shows the inspections made and the results. The
percentages shown do not accurately indicate the relative verminous eonditions in
the different areas, since so much depends upon the children and schools selected.

Verminous Condition of School Children, 1937.

Mumber of children | | y
Sanitary Area. ' mspect&d Exuluded[ Prose- ETFl_ﬂgjjﬂrmmmm
| B-:rars Girls. L Boys. | Gl:ls
ER = T il I
Axbridge ... e 885 896 | 1 o | 032 1 18
Burnham-on-Sea ... 667 848 | ® 0 0.6 } 4.0
Weston-super-Mare 470 528 | 9 1 1.3 ' 5.3
Bathavon .. .. 1,444 | 1,808 | 16 o | 10 3.2
Bridgwater Rural ... 1838 | 1,701 | 7 | 0 1.8 3.9
Chard Urban 802 919 ; q 0 | 1.5 4.2
Chard Rural -l 1,441 1,441 7 g b a4 ip
Crewkerne ... .. 491 606 3 0 0.6 | 4.8
Ilminster ... P 318 603 0 0 00 | 20
Clutton : | 1028 | 1,819 5 0 04 | 20
Norton-Radstock Zeet 684 | 1,871 0 0 0.3 | 2.2
Dulverton ... 823 gas 0 0 0.0 | 2.1
Frome Urban e 1,078 88 | 7 0 02 | 432
Frome Rural 009 857 | 2 0 0.7 8.2
Langport ... -sf 1,584 1,561 | 5 0 0.3 2.3
Long Ashton el 1,182 7108 1 < 0 0.9 4.0
Clevedon ... sl 439 528 | O 0 02 | 09
Portishead ... | 299 | 841 | 0 (AR R 11,5 O
Shepton Mallet Urhan 199 | 832 | 9 0 | 148 | 1.9
Shepton Mallet H.u:al 572 607 | 4 0 | 085 ; 1.0
Taunton Rural x| 18T 1687 | O 0 0.5 1.8
Wellington Urban ... 327 1,085 | 1 0 1.2 1.8
Wellington Rural ... 9238 | 244 | 0 0 | 08 | o8
Wells Urban | 104 o | 18 g . cED |- oda
Wells Rural S 421 | 1 o | 25 | B&¢
Glastonbury o 36 gag: | g ) 00 eonD | 0s
Btreet =3 TR D s ot R ‘ =
Williton 875 g5 I ' B T (S ¢ ]
Minehead ... .| 62 T A 0 00 | 06
Watchet ... ... 200 2% Vo8 0 e |ods
Wincanton ... 752 gl ok 5d | 0 el (o T4
Yeovil Rural = 1,410 1,300 | 0 | 0 : 0.1 ' 8.0
TorALS | 23,830 | 25976 | 101 \ T T
|
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OTHER AILMENTS, INCLUDING SKIN DISEASES.

A number of cases of minor ailments are referred to the District Nurses for
treatment, and during the year 181 cases were so referred.  Many cases were
treated at the School Clinies.

School Clinics. There were two such Clinies at the beginning of the year,
i.e., at Weston-super-Mare and Frome. The table shows the work done at these
Clinies. Ringworm, the treatment of which used to take up so much time at
these Clinies, has practically disappeared and the total attendances for this
condition (body or sealp) at both Clinies was only 31.

Ringworm. From an average of over 200 ecases a year (as high as 323 cases
in 1911) the number of cases of ringworm of the sealp has steadily diminished
until at the end of 1937 there were only 7 known eases. The practical extinetion of
ringworm is very remarkable. Drug treatment is given at the Weston-super-
Mare and Frome School Clinies. Four of the 7 cases are attending school under
the Cap Scheme, the other eases being unsuitable for the Scheme.

Twenty-nine cases of ringworm of the body were reported and excluded until
cured. The majority were back at school within a few days.

Goitre. Iodised chocolates are given in selected schools to children to
prevent the development of goitre. During the year this preventive treatment
was given in 38 schools to approximately 1,651 ehildren.

EXCEPTIONAL OR DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.

Table III. at the end of this report summarises and classifies all the children
suffering from one defect only who were on the Speecial Registers of the Sehool
Medical Department at the end of 1937. A separate list is also kept of children
who are suffering from the following types of Multiple Defeet, i.e., an
combination of Total Blindness, Total Dealness, Mental Defect (Feeble-ininded),
Epilepsy, active Tuberculosis, Crippling or Heart Disease. This list comprises a
total of 8 children (5 boys and 3 girls).  Of these, 2 boys are epileptic and
feeble-minded, 2 boys and 2 girls are crippled and feeble-minded; and 1 boy and
1 girl are blind and feeble-minded.

For the purpose of calculating the incidence of defectives per 1,000 of the
school children, the number of scholars on the elementary school registers last
year is estimated at 37,171. The incidence calculated in this way is not strietly
accurate, as normal children leave school at 14 years, while most of the defective
children are retained on the Bpecial Registers until 18 years of age.

Blind Children.

All children found or reported to be sufiering from defective eyesight are
referred to the County Oeulist for examination, and any found to be “*blind” or
“‘partially sighted’’ are certified accordingly.
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The 7T “'blind"" children recorded in Table 11I. represent an incidence of 0.2-
per 1,000 ; and the 113 partially sighted’” children an incidenee of 3.0 per 1,000
of the school population.

One blind and two partially sighted children were admitted during the year
to Schools for the Blind. There are now six boys and seven girls being trained at
certified Schools for the Blind.

Admission to Blind Schools or Institutions is offered to all "‘blind" children,
if they are of suitable age and mentally and physically fit for special education.
Institutional cases on attaining the age of 16 years are offered, if suitable, further
training. Special Day Classes for *‘partially sighted’’ children (and the same
applies to ““partially deaf’’ children) are desirable, but their provision in a large
county with scattered schools is impossible in practice. Bad-sighted or myopic
children must remain in the elementary schools, but the Head Teachers are
directed how to give them oral and such other instruetion as is possible without
detriment to their eyesight.

Deaf Children.

Children reported to be deaf are specially examined, and, if necessary,
certified as ‘‘deaf’’ or “partially deaf.’” All “"deaf’’ children are sent to certified
Deaf Schools or Institutions, if they are of suitable age and mentally and
physically fit for special education. Two girls were admitted during the year, one
to the Royal West of England Institution for the Deaf, and the other to
St. John's Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, Boston Spa. making a total of 6
boys and 8 girls at certified Schools for the Deaf. The 19 ““deaf” and 20
“‘partially deaf’’ children recorded in Table 111, represent an ineidence of 0.5 and
0.5 per 1,000 respeetively of the sehool population.

Mentally Defective Children.

At the end of 1936 the Special Register contained the names of 269 feeble-
minded children, 170 boys and 99 girls, During the past year 27 boys and 14
girls, a total of 41 children, were certified as feeble-minded and their names added
to the Register, while the names of 33 boys and 25 girls, a total of 58, were
removed owing to the children having attained the age of 16 years, left the
County, or been re-graded; leaving a net total of 252 feeble-minded children (159
boys and 93 girls) on the Special Register at the end of 1937.

These 252 feeble-minded children are equivalent to 6.8 per 1,000 of the total
number of children on the registers of the Elementary Schools. This is rather
below the average for previous years.

Mental Examinations.—During the past year 119 children were examined
and certified for the first time, and 65 were re-examined for re-grading or
certification for Speeial Schools or Institutions.
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The results of these examinations are shown below :—

| Schedule A. | Schedule B.; Schedule C.|
| . .
' " |
: Fil for |
Fit for !
| i Special Fit lor Unfit for
i Edilrﬂl;m | Class for Sée:cial Special Tolals.
' Elemenlary | éﬁg&ﬁé‘r{a School. School.
School. | “ohildren. | E
First examination— ' ! ' |
Boys 3 3l 2% - 9 70
Girls 1 | 26 14 { 8 49
— 4| — 57 — 41 = I —— 118
Re-examined— |
Bovs (] 4 38 . 5 45
v o | 5 15 | 0 a0)
—_— ] r 9 —— /3| — B — B
4 'l 86 | 94 20 184

The periodical mental examinations made at the Special Schools are not
included in this table.

The Distriet School Medical Inspectors are responsible for the examination
of all suspected mentally defective children of school age in their areas, Dr.
Stirling, the Deputy County School Medical Officer, has been responsible for the
supervision and echecking of records, and has also carried out numercus
re-examinations of doubtful and other special cases.

Epileptic Children.

The classification of epileptic children is difficult as the severity and
frequency of the attacks vary from a mild fit once or twice a year to numerous
severe fits daily. Excluding children with mental defect, the majority of the
juvenile epileptics in the County are of the milder grade. As will be seen from
Table III., 19 are classified ‘‘severe’’ and 27 “‘not severe,”’ equivalent to an
incidence of 0.5 and 0.7 per 1,000 of the school population respectively.

Physically Defective Children.

Cases of tuberculosis are dealt with through the Tuberculosis Section of the
Health Department. It has been found diffieult to classify the tuberculous
children into the groups suggested by the Board of Education Circular No. 1821,
Table III. All tuberculous children are periodically examined and certified as to
their fitness for school and no child in an infectious eondition is permitted to
attend school. Crippled children are recorded in Table III. and the details of the
County Orthopedic Scheme are discussed on pages 22.25,
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EDUCATION AND CARE OF DEFECTIVES.

Sandhill Park Institution and Special School. At the end of 1937 there were
49 boys in residence, including five from Taunton, and 40 girls, including two
from Taunton Borough, one from DBridgwater Borough, and one from the
Gloucester Hdueation Authority.

A further 8 feeble-minded boys were accommodated at the Western Counties
Institution, Stareross, and one was admitted to the Besford Court R.C. Special
School.

Yatton Hall. This Institution is primarily intended for low-grade defectives.
At the end of 1937 there were in residence 24 boys and 11 girls of school age
belonging to the County. In addition, 4 low grade defective boys were in
residence at Cambridge House, Long Ashton, and 6 girls at West End House,
Shepton Mallet. The accommodation is limited, and there is always a considerable
waiting list for admission.

Occupation Centres. Since 1920 the Somerset Association for Mental
Welfare has provided very useful Occupation Centres in various parts of the
County under the supervision of Miss Penrose. Last year the Centres at Taunton,
Weston-super- Mare, Bridgwater, Street, Frome, and Radstock were continued,
the classes being held on five days per week. All the children attending the
Taunton and Bridgwater Centres, with the exception of one feeble-minded boy,
belong to those Boroughs, and at the end of 1987 there were on the Centre
registers 29 children of school age (including six imbeeile boys and two imbecile
girls) belonging to the County.

After Care of Mentally Defective Children. The Somerset Association for
Mental Welfare, through its officers and Voluntary Visitors, continues its valuable
work of following up and assisting defective children who have left school. Those
leaving Speecial Schools are notified to the Mental Deficiency Acts Committee for
supervision, guardianship or further institutional care as may be necessary.
During the year fourteen boys and eleven girls were thus notified on reaching the
age of sixteen, all of whom were detained at Sandhill Park.
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TREATMENT WITH ARTIFICIAL LIGHT.

Treatment with artificial light, in the form of a Mercury Vapour Lamp, is

available at four eentres., i.e., Bridgwater, Weston-super-Mare,

Yeovil and

Minehead. The following tables give particulars of the cases treated, attendances
and results. The education cases vary in character but many are malnourishad,
debilitated children and most of these derive great benefit.

| 3haanbia | o | Total Attendances.
Centre. _U' I cases ; 1 ; TFrom |
Clinies | gean. | Infant. | Edueca- | Tuber- outside All.
held. | lion. | culosis. | areas. |
Bridgwater ... iy O 128 72 155 — 855
Minehead i 3 () 5 33 et a6
Weston-super-Mare..., 8 68 120 1.441 1w | 156 | 1,792
Yeovil . 4 s 656 | 13 = GO
’ |
i
ToraL 242 | 89 248 1.572 | 276 156 | 2,252
| Debility |  Glands |
Tuber- : :
. . and t Tuber- Others., | Total
culosis. r-:u:!-:ets.l Malnu- m‘c’ulnuslfr ! ) e
i i trition. 1|
Cured or improved ...] 10 | 4 38 | 1 21 7
Unaltered ... Al Lt 1 1 | 5
Worse cep. aetal el S0 )2 4 0 o 0
8till under treatment T 1 2% i 7 21 | 58
ToTAL 18 6 ‘ 61 ‘ 12 43 } 140

The attendances varied at different centres, Weston-super-Mare again being
considerably the largest contributor, and the total was about the same as in 19306.

The gland eases, whether tuberculous or not, received local treatment with
eold U.V. light at short range. in addition to general exposure with concomitant
radiant heat, and the results were uniformly successful.

The treatment is keenly sought after during the Winter months and both
teachers and parents remark upon the improvement in mental alertness as well

ag physical condition.



22

CRIPPLED CHILDREN.

The Orthopedic secheme, started in 1925, continues to yield most valuable
results. The value of the postural work done here and in the sehools was pointed
out in an earlier report.  Dr. Forrester-Brown is in charge of all the County
Clinies. Miss Mayor is in charge of the Sister's Clinies, where she follows up the
cases and carries out the treatment.

Voluntary helpers are available at all the Surgeon’s clinics and at most of
the Sister's clinies. At four Surgeon’s elinics V.A.D. nurses have mainly staffed
the clinics and have provided excellent Honorary Superintendents. Much trans-
port help is also given by voluntary workers and a material part of the success of
the scheme is due to this splendid voluntary assistance. The teachers have been
very active in the following up of school ecases, seeing that they come to school in
the boots provided, wear any appliances ordered, ete.

The attendances at the Surgeon’s and Sister's Clinics are shown in the
following tables :—

Attendances at Surgeon’s Clinics, 1937.

INumhﬂr: Kene || Total Atlendances,

Clinic. of LT Rl [ S '|_ T IR [T
Clinics seen, | ] E T 0 | Al
held. | .
Glastonbury e 1 28 39 | 66 5 5 105
Radstock = 4 19 38 G9 5 4 | 116
Taunton e . i 85 152 216 15 e
Weston-super-Mare 13 77 137 198 | 81 10 | 876
Yeovil b - | 38 75 195 | .19 a1 | 4818
Frome 3 11 28 | 47 | i | 8 | 84
Bath Pl 4 20 20 | 78 12 B | 124
Bridgwater B 6 28 34 | 118 20 | 17 | 189
| [ | | |

5T | 818 | 585 lo17 | 108 | 85 | 1,705

Note.—I=County Pre-school cases, E=County Education cases, T=Tuberculosis
cases, O = Other cases, i.e., children over age, P.A. and M.D. cases.

These attendances are nearly the same as for the previous year (1,799) and
in about the same proportions as regards age groups.
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Attendances at Sister's Clinics, 1937,

i‘\'u:;}br:r. Tolal Allendances.
“linic. S I e e mrEm—meT e ——
e s g O S T S AlL
| |
. _ I | | | j
Glastonbury o 101 | 188 6 8 243
Radstock : 39 145 234 7 6 592
Taunton 39 | 232 208 9 | 14 5553
Weston-super- Mare' 86 | 280 622 | 34 - 29 065
Yeovil 35 134 240 | 22 | 10 406
Frome SPI 94 109 0 ' 15 218
Bath A I 10 80 3 0 03
Minehead 10 | 19 7| SO 0 0 89
Bridgwater T 19 146 | 14 36 245
Clevedon Lio k 7 | 0 0 7
Langport T 1{1 24 0 0 34
Shepton Mallet ...| 12 30 22 2 8 68
Wellington | 12 29 62 0 1 92
Wincanton : | 11 27 | 34 0 - 13 T4
Bristol | 8 | 4 | 54 | 2 | 0 G0
| |
| | | |
Torar ...] 290 1,170 | 2,135 | 99 - 135 3,689
1 |
| : |

In addition 384 attendances have been made at a posture class at Taunton.

Bath and Wessex Children's Orthopadic Hospital.
Somerset eases in hospital during 1937,

Average duration
ks In Hospital In Hos=pital of each case
Fype ol Case. 31-12-36. | Admilted. |Discharged.| 31-12-37. |(discharged cases
only).
Non-resp. tuberculosis Il
(bones and joints) 10 13 10 13 166 days
Congenital deformities 2 23 19 6 43 .
Poliomyelitis 9 16 15 10 240 ,,
Rickets 2 | 0 . 2 0 388
Spastie paralysis 0 ] | 1 0 i e
Seoliosis . 8 0 4 3 1 118 .
Osteo-myelitis (other .
than tubercular) ... 3 9 [ 5 | 1 245 |,
Other cases .. 8 10 i 11 l T 285  ,,
l
[ f I
ms: e e g 0 | 6 | 38

Cases suffering from bone and joint ElEEl‘:IHL'E- have been treated at Alton.
During the year 2 ]mxe been sent, and on January 1st, 1938, there were 4 cases
there still under treatment. A further 3 cases have been treated during the year
in the Children's Hospital, Swanage, 2 being tuberculosis cases, 1 other Lnndltmn

The number of erippled children seen at the different clinies is shown in the
tables. Some of them suffer from several defects and in a few a definite diagnosis
has not been recorded on our records. The statement given below, while not a
complete classification, gives a good idea of the types of cases which have been
dealt with at the Clinics.
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Cases seen at the Clinics during 1937 for the first time.

Tuberculosis of bones and joints ... 14
Spastic and other paralysis conditions ... 10
Infantile pavalysis (pulimnvelitis) il
Osteo-myelitis : : 2
Congenital dlsiucﬂtlﬂn nf the hlp o 6
Club foot = 5
Other congenital dEfﬂrInltlEE 14
Torticollis 13
Diseases and 1n]uriea to the tnes 19
Seoliosis 8
Postural deformities :—
General defects of posture ... 14
Flat foot (often with other postural dvfﬂrmltles] 35
Knock knees (many old 110,]:.ct5] a7
Bow-legs = 25
— 111
Rickets (not specially postural) ... 4
Injuries and accidents 15
Other defects and deformities ... 55 46
318

The figures are, on the whole, similar to those in previous reports. It is very
important to get these cases under orthopeedie freatment in their early stages and
every endeavour is made to arrange for this to be available.

A large number of cases has been provided with suitable splints and
appliances. During 1937, 108 splints, ete., were supplied, 69 being calipers or
other irons, while 106 alterations to ordinary boots were ordered and supervised,
and 8 surgical boots provided. These applianees are obtained from the Oswestry
and Wingfield Orthopedic Hospitals, as well as from the Bath Orthopeedie
Hospital. In addition, 80 plaster of Paris splints were fitted.

X-ray photographs of cases are required in a number of instances, either to
aid in making the diagnosis or as a guide to the treatment required. Arrangements
have been made with 15 hospitals, or individuals, for X-ray photographs.

The Prevention of Crippling and Postural Conditions.

Much attention continues to be paid to this subjeet. Miss Margery Smith,
under whose direetion this service has been carried out for some nine years, has
been very successful in interesting the teachers in this work, and the gain to the
children themselves has been very noteworthy.

In 1987 there has been a rearrangement in this service owing to the
appointment by the Authority of four additional organisers for physieal education.
Instead of Miss Smith having charge of the work and giving half her time to it,
the whole service has been divided among the six organisers, and each organiser
devotes the equivalent of one half day per week to posture work,
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During the year, Health Exhibitions have been held at the following centres:
Wellington, Highbridge, Shepton Mallet, Hambridge, Ilminster, Yeovil,
Glastonbury, Midsomer Norton and Frome.

Each of these was well-attended and a talk was given on “‘Posture” to the
audiences. Demonstrations of exercises, graded from the Infants to Junior and
Senior Physieal Training, were given by children from the schools, and, whenever
possible, a demonstration of “"Keep Fit'’ exercises was included by a local
women's class.

Photographie exhibits were on view in the Exhibitions showing deformities
caused by the carrying of heavy weights (e.g., baskets and buckets), correet and
incorrect standing positions, and other examples of correct and ineorrect posture.
Exhibits also included black impressions on paper of feet before and after a course
of exercises, and the use and effeet of the wearing of ercoked boots.

I have attended several of these Health Exhibitions, and I know how muech
they are appreciated by the general publie. I consider that the linking of Health
exhibits with these demonstrations of physical and posture exercises forms a
happy combination at onee useful and interesting to the audiences.

This posture work should be continued and extended, for the results from it
are uniformly good and they remain not only for school life but for the important
period of early adolescence after school life is over.

JUVENILE EMPLOYMENT.

Co-operation was continued between the School Medieal Serviee and Juvenile
Employment Advisory Committees along the lines suggested by the Board of
Edueation. A eard dealing with unsuitability for certain types of work iz avail-
able to the Medical Inspectors for the last routine examination of each child. If
at that examination it appears advisable, in any individual case, {0 issue a
warning as to unsuitable employment this is indiecated on the card. When the

child leaves school, the ecard is zent to the Juvenile Employment Advisory
Committee.

Of course in most cases no entry is required and the eard is not used, but
during the year 37 cards were issued suggesting certain unsuitable employments.
As examples of the kind of entries the following may be mentioned :—

(a) Unsuitable for severe manual work ... 20
(b) Unsuitable for work causing eye strain 9
(¢) Unsuitable for work involving prolonged standing ... 5
(d) Unsuitable for work in a dusty atmosphere ... 7

(e) Unsuitable for work requiring acute distant vision ... 10
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SECONDARY AND CONTINUATION SCHOOLS.

Six definite groups of children are presented for medical inspection in

Secondary Schools. These are.:—

All entrants not previously medieally inspected.

All entrants not examined since aged B years.

All children on reaching 14 years.

All leavers not medically examined within 2 years.

Re-examination cases—those found defective al a previous
examination,

Special cases—those referred by the Head Master or Mistress for
examination for definite reasons.

A medical inspection is carried out at each school onee a year; and special
visits are made from time to time as required.

I think it is well to point out that it is the aim of the Department
not only to examine the routine groups of children but also to devote particular
attention to the examination of speeial cases. In this connection pupils are
regarded as special cases for any of the following reasons :—

(a) Doubt as to the suitability of a pupil for some portion or portions
of the ordinary school work.

(b) Suspicion of marked deterioration in a pupil's condition.

(¢) Possibility of the existence of infectious or contagious disease.

(d) Suspicion as to the existence of physical defect, such as defeetive
eye-sight or hearing, or faulty posture.

S 0 B0

=

The number of scholars examined during the year and the results obtained
are shown below :— -
ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

Boys. Girls. All.
Entrants e 452 384 836
Intermediates ... 3503 234 537

Leavers s = 144 a9 2
ToraLs el 599 717 1,616

OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Boys. Girls. All.
Specials 48 51 99
Re-inspections ... 253 191 444
ToTALS eas S0l 242 543

— —

The defects found among Secondary School children are enumerated in the
accompanying table. The figures include specially presented as well as routine
children, which prevents them from being compared closely with those from the
Elementary Schools as regards the prevalence of defects.

Medical treatment for Secondary School children has not been provided, but
any suspected to be suffering from tubercular infection are referred to the nearest
Tubereulosis Dispensary for further examination, and, if necessary, treatment.
Children with defective eyesight, who are not receiving treatment elsewhere, are
offered special examination by the County Oculist. Last year such further
examination was offered 265 children and accepted by the parents of 158,
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Defects found in Secondary School Children.

| o ?r“illlll-l;if;‘ |  Number
B , U Der elerred Tor | proler
Hohetion; | of defects. | "treatment. | shservation.
Malnutrition A ‘ 85 | 5 T
Unecleanliness T s “re . oo 4 . 1 2
Skin Disease : . 1 1 0
Ringworm : Head | 0 0 0
Body - e AR 0 0
Defective vision o 427 | 182 96
Squint o S e 2 1
Eye disease A IR 13 | 8
Defective hearing ... 6 1 . 1
Ear diseass 2 : ‘ 10 1 2
Nose and Throat dmeaaa
Chronie Tonsillitia wiel 90 (¥ , 2
Adenoids only i) 19 | 2 - 0
Chronie Tonsillitis ﬂnd ;\danmdﬂ 11 ' 4 ' 3
Enlarged Tonsils only 48 | 1 3
Other conditions % 100 . d 3
Teeth : Dental disease . 608 | 53 13
Enlarged cervical glands : 4 2 5
Defective speech ... i 2 0 1
Heart Disease:
Organic : (] ' b 2
Funetional ... 15 1 8
Ansmia = 41 14 0
Lung disease {nnn tubercular]
Bronchitis o 9 0 3
Other diseases 3 ! 0 2
Tuberculosis : ;
Pulmonary—Definite Ao 0 ! 0 0
Suspected 2} 5| 2 e =l
Non- Pulmnnur:,r 2 1 0 | 1
Diseage of the nervous system : = |
Chorea - ( (0 0
Other o il g 4 | 1
Deformities s | 161 54 46
Enlarged Th:,"lﬂld or Goitre 1 1 0
Other defects and diseases 129 | B2 5

The number of children with defective wvision still tends to increase.

Abnormal conditions of the nose and throat would also scein to be more
frequent. The figures for chronie tonsillitis and enlarged tonsils mainly show an
increase but it is satisfactory to note that out of 90 cases of chronie tonsillitis
only 6 were recommended for other than conservative treatment.
for enlarged tonmsils only are not so significant as tonsillar enlarge:mnent is often

temporary and non-pathological.

The figures
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The amount of dental disease in Secondary School children is still very
considerable although relatively fewer cases were referred for treatment during
the year.

As regards funetional heart disease, this is not usually of a serious nature,
but in a number of cases it is often advisable to modify drill and games for one
or more terms.

Improvement in the health and physique of the Secondary School child is
well maintained, eontributory factors being a higher standard of personal hygiene,
improved methods of physical training, and the modern type of school building.

SCHOOL HYGIENE.

Sanitary Condition of Schools. The importance of schools being in a sanitary
and healthy eondition is twofold. Defects such as faulty lighting, inadequate
ventilation, or insufficient washing facilities may be directly prejudicial to the
health of the children, while also schocls are the centres for education and not
the least important are the lessons imperceptibly taught to the children by &
sanitary environment.

It is part of the duty of School Medical Inspectors to report upon the sanitary
condition of School premises and 211 reports were received, and one upon
a Secondary Sehool.  In 106 eases no defects were found or at least adversely
reported upon. In 75 the defects were of a minor character and not followed up.
In the remaining 31 instances the reports were referred to the Eduecation Office
to deal with. These, with the results obtained as regards their remedy, are
summarised in the following table. The number of defects is more than 31 as
some schools showed more than one defect.

Action Taken.
() X B
Nature of defect found. Remedied. Pending. No action Total.
taken.

Structural defects of Offices () ] 0 0
Defects in usage of Offices 4 4 1 9
Water supply 0 0 0 0
Ventilation defective () 2 0 2
Lighting defective 2 2 1 &
Defective Cloakroom 2 ) 0 2
Repairs or redecoration required... 2 0 0 2
Desks unsuitable 1 0 0 1
Defeetive playground 4 2 0 B
Deficient heating 1 3 0 7
Other defeets 6 1 U 7

25 14 2 41
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Health Education and Hygiene Instruction in Schools.

Under this section a considerable amount of special work has been under-
taken by Miss Sewell, the County Propaganda Officer, while routine struction
in hygiene has been taught in the schools by the ordinary staffs.

During the year the campaign initiated by the Ministry of Health and
organised by the Central Council for Health Education has had the full support
of this County.

Health exhibitions with a direet teaching for both parents and children have
been held at various centres, and these have been extremely well attended and
the publie has displayed real interest in them. As part of the general distribution
of literature and posters, a large number of suitable notfices have been sent out
for display in the schools.

The Hygiene Classes for teachers at speecial centres have been discontinued
as it was found by experience that muech more useful service could be given by
visits of the Organiser to individual schools. In this way one hundred and ten
schools have been vigited and talks given, health films shown, or a diseussion held
with the teacher regarding the subjeet of hygiene.

The survey of the County started in 1934 has been continued, and returns
obtained from a further fifty-three schools, making a total of three hundred and
eight. The value of this survey is to my mind rather doubtful because owing to
the number of years required to make it the earlier returns must in many cases
be out of date before the survey is complete.

Of the fifty-three returns in 1937, thirty are teaching hygiene efficiently and
with a syllabus, twenty have no regular hygiene teaching, and three give lessons
but have no syllabus. Twenty-eight out of the fifty-three schools still have no
guitable ** Health Reader,' zlllliﬂltgh these can be obtained by requisitioning.

The Dental Board made their fifth tour in Somerset during July and visited
schools in the Taunton Rural, Wellington Rural, and Bridgwater Rural areas.
Forty-four schools were visited, and these visits were much appreciated. This
service is undoubtedly of great value in stimulating interest in dental health work,

and it is a pleasure to acknowledge the efficient way in which the Dental Board
lecturers deal with their subject.

In addition, a cinemotor tour under the auspices of the Health and
Cleanliness Couneil in eonjunection with the Somerset Rural Convmunity Couneil
was arranged in October, and some fifteen schools were visited. This service was
also found to be most useful; it has a special attraction in that it shows films
combining ag it were the thrill of the pictures with really solid edueational work.

The Health Journal "*Better Health” has been continued throughout the
year, and, in addition to the ordinary health matters, it always contains an article
written by one of the County Staff with special reference to local econditions and
needs. It is supplied free of charge to all Hlead Teachers and to a good many

other teachers on their paying the postage. It continues to be appreciated and
it has a circulation of 3,000 copies per month.
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It will be noted that practically all the activities described in this report are
norinal activities of the Department; in some ways, as a result of the National
campaign, they have been slightly extended, but very wisely the County of
Somerset has done this work steadily for many years, and therein lies the whole
value of any propaganda or educational service. To my mind, stunt propaganda
is utterly useless—it may draw an audience but its real value to the communal
outlook and practice in health matters is nil; on the other hand, continuous and
regular propaganda such as that undertaken by Somerset is of great and lasting
value. 1 am a great believer in this work and I have been much impressed by
the keenness and thoroughness with which it is directed in Somerset; one cannot
expect dramatic results from this service, buf, slowly and surely, it exerts its
influence on the habits and the ways of the people, and, in fact, the evidence of
its success is steadily growing year by year.

Physical Training. 1 am indebted to the Chief Education Officer for the
following particulars of the work of the Physical Training Instruetors :—

During the year 1937 a great change has been effected in the organisation of
Physical Training in the County. The Education Committee appointed four
additional Organisers, three women and one man. The County Borough of Bath,
and the Boroughs of Bridgwater, Taunton and Yeovil now co-operate with the
County Authority in this work, and receive the services of the Organisers
proportionate to their school population. Thus every child in the Elementary
Schools of Somerset benefits from the organised scheme of physical education.

The additional staff has made it possible, first, to improve the physical
training in the schools, and to develop other branches of physieal edueation such
as games, dancing and swimming, and, secondly, to devote time to the needs of
those who have left school.

The Government’s plans for National Fitness are being implemented by the
staff, who are organising :—

(a) DEMoNsTRATION CLASSES.

(b) “Keer Frr”' Crasses. There are at present being conducted under the
County Authority classes at 34 centres (26-for women and 8 for men),
and enquiries are being received from several others.

(¢) LeapeEmrs’ CrasseEs. Courses for Leaders have been conducted at six
centres by the Organisers, and two are being continued. By means of
such Courses, and by a Vacation Course which it is hoped may be held
in August, a fair supply of Leaders may be expeeted to be ready to
conduect "‘Keep Fit'' Classes next winter.

In addition to the "'Keep Fit'’ Classes held under the Education Committee, there
are many more attached to voluntary bodies, and help is willingly given to these
bodies when asked for.
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Men's “Keep Fit"" work lags far behind the women's, and many reasons have
been adduced to account for this; perhaps the most potent ecause may be the fact
that women have a much longer tradition of seientific gymnastics, stretching back

to 1882,

“Keep Fit"” Rallies have been held at Bridgwater onee or twice a year in the
past, when a gathering of all known to be intevested in ““Keep Fit"" from all parts
of the County have rallied for exercise and a social time.

“Keep Fit'"" has now gained such a strong hold that it is expected
that Rallies and Festivals will form part of the scheme. TFor example, it is hoped
in the very near future that sueh a Festival will be held in Minehead, when
“Keep Fit'' teams from neighbouring villages will each give a demonstration of
their work, and, after an interval for tea, will take part in a eombined massed
“Keep Fit’' Table.

Teachers' Clusses attended by County Teachers have been held at the
following Centres:—

» Wellington Captain Fitzgerald.
Bridgwater . do.
do. i Miss Smith.
Bristol Miss Lewis.
Mr. Gibbs.

Swimming Instruction, financed by the Education Committee, has been
given to school children at Frome, Weston-super-Mare, Street, Crewkerne,
Shepton Mallet, Cheddar and Minehead. At Clevedon, Creech St. Michael,
Wiveliscombe and Norton-Radstock instruction has been given either outside of
school hours or free of charge.

The Somerset County Schools’ Games Association has continued its aetivities
enthusiastically and efficiently during this diffieult period of reorgunisation.
Athletic Meetings have been held in many parts of the County, the Final Meeting
being at Bath in June. The Hockey, Netball. and two Football Sections organised
inter-school competitive and fuem]h galnes thmughout the year. The Swimming
Section held a very successful annual gala in Minehead.

Physical Training Kil. Shoes are now being supplied to all children in the
“elementary schools in the County; and vests and shorts have been issued to the
two mnewest senior schools, Keynsham and Timsbury. These have been
enthusiastically received by staffs and pupils, and have contributed markedly to
the value of physical training.



INFECTIOUS AND CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN SCHOOLS.

During the year 184 schools or departments were closed on account of
infectious disease; 171 under Article 23 (h) of the Code hy the School Medical
Officer, and 13 under Article 22 by the Sanitary Authority on the advice of their

Medical Officer of Health.

The Schools were closed for the following diseases :—

Bearlet Fever 2
Measles - )
Whooping Cough : 17
Whooping Cough and Influenza )
Influenza A .
Colds and Influenza 6
Mumps D
Chicken Pox 3
Chicken Pox and Mumps 2
Other diseases ... e 6

184

So far as possible schools are not closed for infeetious disease and relianee is
placed upon the exclusion of cases and suspeeted eases. The present poliey of
Senior and Junior Schools adds eonsiderable diffieulties in the way of preventing
the spread of infectious diseases, owing to the greater mixing of children from
different areas.

Under the regulations of the Board of Education 198 certificates for weekly
attendance below G0 per cent. were issued in respeet of 112 schools or separate
departments.

The cases excluded by the School Medical Officer or his Assistants during the
year were 268. Of these, 10 were for ringwormm, 10 for verminous condition of
head or body, 59 for other skin diseases, while the remainder were for a variety
of conditions. In addition, 18 cases of actual or suspeeted phthisis and 7 of other
varieties of tubereulogis were excluded by the County Tuberculosis Officers.

LABORATORY.

During the year 11,199 samples and specimens were examined in the County
Laboratory. The greater number were in connection with Public Health work.
3,968 suspected diphtheria swabs were examined, the majority being from
children of school age; 56 specimens of hairs and stumps from suspected
ringworm cases were examined ; of these, 22 showed the ringworm fungus, while
the remaining 34 were negative. Of these 56 specimens. 51 were taken by the
School Medical Inspeetors or the Health Visitors, and 5 were examined for
private practitioners and district nurses,



TABLE L
Number of Children Inspected 1lst January, 1937, to 31st December, 1987.
A.—Routine Medical Inspections.
1
I B Girls. | Total.
Number of Code Group Inspections— ‘ i
Entrants | 2,827 | 2,218 | 4,540
Intermediates [ 118 ‘ 1,688 | 3,466
:
Leavers ... el 1,844 1,838 3,677
|
5,949 5,784 11,683
Number of other Routine Inspections ... 607 | 536 1,163
| |
ToTAL I 6,506 6,200 12,846
B.—Other Inspections.
"Number of Special Inspections ... 2,409
Wumber of Re-inspections 9,118
ToraL 11,527
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C.—Number of individual children found at Routine Medical Inspection to require
treatment (excluding Defects of Nutrition, Uncleanliness and Dental Diseases).

: | |
For defective Fg;nﬁilu?mt;]sw
GROUP. ‘ vision ' recorded in Total
(excluding squint).)  popie qp .

(1) (2) (3) (4)

o — = — | o === —--|-| - —

CODE GROUPS : |

Entrants 71 A6 G0
Intermediates 263 S46 570
Leavers . L 2902 285 492
Total (eode groups) 626 1,157 | 1,701
Other routine inspections 96 i 105 : 190

GraNDp ToraL ... 722 1,262 1,801
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TABLE IL
Return of Defects found in the course of Medical Inspection, 1937,

Rouline Inspections. | specials,
|

| .
No. requiring No. requiring
DEFECT or DISEASE. Number | ®lbakert |y nber | to bekept
referred ob=ervation, referred observation,
for | P“L I:!!U'fl : for bk naot
Irealment. i r;::lr:hmzr treatment, ',_"::anur_.lf:’r
1 2 ! [3) (4) (5)
Malnulrition 530 I B8 227 19
Lncleanliness—
Head 2 1z 32 D
Body q & 5 2
Ringworm—
Head 2 ] 1 0
Body 1 1 2 ]
skin ...4 Scabies 7 0 5 0
Iinpetigo 2 1 18 0
Other Diseases {"xnn- .
| Tuberculous) 3 1 O i
Blepharilis 42 19 27 F
Conjunclivilis 2 1 2 2
Keratitis : i 0 1 0
Eve { Corneal Opacities .. (0 0 0 0
: Delective Vision Tag 586 285 67
Squint o 41 7 13 8
Other Gl}]'l[l]i-ll.'l“:_u 26 21 24 8
Defective Hearing a 15 18 9
Ear { Olilis Media . &7 16 26 7
Olher Ear Disenses 25 2 18 ]
Chronic Tonsillitis 144 243 o4 21
S Adenoids only 58 ! 52 21 16
Nose and Chronic Tonsillitis and Adenoids 180 30 04 6
Throat Enlarged Tonsils only 21 210 14 30
Ciher Conditions . 17 o 19 15
Enlarged Cervical Glands | '*'n}l'l-jl+13«:rn:u]n:;.1_|t'.J 20 a8 13 13
Defective Speech ; i 5] 9 B ]
Tecth—Dental Discases b 239 | &2 G3 7
Hearl Diseases— | |
Heart and Organic 18 | 10 11 0
Circulation Funclional 12 | Bl i 20
Anmmia 48 11 24 1
Lungs ) i Bronchilis ... 49 i 17 10
Other Non- Tuhu‘u;,ulmw]]lm_-u;e 30 (1] 17 17
I'ull;mmr_v - g 5
T brag . Jefinile [}
IMiberculosis Suspected 6 1 2 23
Mon-Pulmonary® E i 11 & 3
Mervols Epilepsy b { 3 G 0
System l Chorea o i 1 2 0
X Other Condilions 10 23 3 - §
Ricleels ; i 34 i | 1
Deformilies { Spinal Curvature 1 2 i | 0
Other Forms 197 [ 343 B0 : (i1
Goilre ¥ 24 i 16 1
Other Defecls and Diseases ... 216 | 159 149 , 65
*The routine cases consisted of 10 glands, 5 bones and joints, and 4 other forms. 4 glands

and 4 bones and joints were referred for treatment and the others were kept under observation,
The specials were 4 glands referred for treatment and 3 kept under observation.



a6

TABLE IIL
Return of all Exceptional Children in the Area.
Boys. | Girls. Totals.
: Allending Cerlified Schools [or k
BLIND |  Suitable for train-| the BN ... .. e e g | & 6
ing in a School | Atlending Public Elementary
or Class for the Schools ¢ i) 0 ]
totally blind Al other Instilulions .. 0 i} 0
Al no School or lnstltutinn ] 1 1 7
Sunitable for irain- | Atlending Certifled Schools [or
ing in a School the Blind ... 4 3 9
PARTIALLY or Class for the | Atlending Public Eiemen‘uu-:r
SIGHTED partially sighted Schools a1 52 83
At other Institutions .. 0 0 0
At no School or Insutuhun 10 13 23 113
! |
.L Suitable for train- | Attending Certifled ‘lr:hanls for |
ing in a School the Deal .. 6 8 14
or Class for the | Atlending Public Elemen'r.arr
DEAF totally deal or Schools a 0 9
| deaf and dumb At no School or Institution’ 0 5 3 19
Suitable for train- :
PARTIALLY ing in & Scheool | Allending  Public Elementarr
DEAF or Class for the Schools : 6 9 15
partially deat At no School or Institution ... 3 2 5 20
= |
Attending Cerlifled Schools [for
Mentally Defective Children ... 53 96 89
Feeble- minded (cases | Allending Occupalion Cenires i § a9
MENTALLY | not notifiable to | Allending Public E]smﬂnlﬂ.r:i .
DEFECTIVE | the Local Conlrol Schools B 2% 8 |
: Authority) Al other Instilutions .. 1 0 1 |
: Al no School or Institution’ 38 19 57 952
i. Altending Cerlified Special Schools
' for Epileptics o 0 2 |
Surfe:;?ﬁpg;nm e Allending  Public E.emenl-a.rr ,
EFPILEPTICS Schools : § & 8
i At no School or Institution § 5 g 9
| —
' Sulfering from epilepsy | Allending Public Eha]':'len't.znr:.r |
which is nol severe Schools 9 10 19
Al no School or lnstltuimn ] 3 ) 27
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TABLE III. (continued).

SHYSICALLY

DEF

ECTIVE

Boys. Girls. Totals.
At Sanatoria or Sanatorium |
Active pulmonary Schools approved by the Minis- |
tuberculosis (includ- iry of Health or the Board .. 0 i 0
ing pleura and intra- | At Cerlifled Residential Dpen-.&.lr
thoracie glands) Schools G 8 14
Al Public Elementm Schnuls 3 6 g
Al no School or Institution 0 1 1 24
Quiescent or arrested
pulmonary tubercu- | Al Cerlified Open-Air Schools i) 1] 1]
losis (including pleura | Al Public Elementary Schools 8% | 47 a1
and inlra - thoraeic | At no School or Institution o | 22 43 134
glands) |
Tuberculosis of the At Cerlified Resldential Open-Alr | h
peripheral glands Schools Seath e 4 3 7
Al Public Elementary Schunls : 10 23 33
Al no School or Instilution 7 3 10 50
; At Public Elementary Schools ... 8 7 15
Abdominal tubereulosis| 4y 1, Sehool or Institution 0 1 1 16
Tuberculosis of bones | Al Sanaloria or Hospital Schools
and joints (not in- approved by the Minisiry of
cluding deformities Health or the Board ... ... a q 11
due to old tubercu- | Al Public Elementary Schools 2 3 §
losis) Al no School or [nstitution 0 1 1 17
Tuberculosis of other | At Public Elementary Schools & i ] i
organs (skin, elc.) Al no School or Institulion 0 | 1 1 8
i i
Al Cerlifled Residential Open-Air
Delicate Children Schools 2 3 5
Al Public Elementary Schools 84 70 154
Al no School or Institution 1 | 2 3 162
Crippled Children | .
fother than 1those | Al Certifled Hospital Schools it | 5 17
with aclive lubercu- | Al Sanaloria TR 0 1
lous disease), e.g., | Al Public E]emem&r;f ‘Schools % | 30 63
children suffering | At no School or Institution 15 | 18 a3 116
| from paralysis, rheu- . :
matic hearl, ete. | |
I Children sullering from | Al Certifled Hospital Schools .. | 0 =4 1
| severe heart disease At Public Elementary Schools ... | 0 0 o
l Al no School or Institution | 9 1 3 §
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TABLE 1V.
Treatment of Defects of Children during 1986.

A.—Treatment of Minor Ailments,

= e e - S-S _

. . Number
Referred | | Results of treatment. not |
Disease or Delect. for Number | ! treated, or | Percentage
treatment. | trealed. | Remedied. | Improved. | Unchanged. no report. : treated.
[ | !
Skin— | ;
Ringworm—Head .. 15 13 11 2 0 2 | 87
" Body .. 34 30 . 29 0 , 1 4 88
Scabies 45 48 | 43 0 i 0 3 | 93
Impetigo 329 295 _ 271 13 11 34 . 90
Minor Injuries ... 170 154 128 15 11 16 I 91
Olher Skin 110 #9 45 28 16 21 ! 81
Ear Diseases 128 B4 45 15 24 44 - 66
Eye Diseases (External . :
and other) 112 ! 67 | 47 15 5 _&5 ! 60
Miscellaneous ... 362 [ BRI i il 19 | 20 ' 258 ; a0
| | |
| 1305 | 88 689 | 107 | 88 21 | 68
B.—Treatment of Visual Defects.
Number examined by County Oculist. { '
S St Number Number
Number referred for | For whom | For whom | mhﬁ;ﬁ: T;v&i&mnb | for |  Number oblainin
refraction, elc., 1936, spectacles | spectacles | :____i whom no | absent. | ireatimen
| prescribed, | oblained. | | Nol | lreatment elsewhere.
i | Oblained. obtlained. | Mecessary.
| .
| ! | [ |
g0 (o O B SRS e S i 17
C.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.
e L e e T T tment. | Mumber | =
| Number = fe eived eceived other forms of treatment nol treated, | Percentage
Relerred for treatment. treated. operative or no | treated.

treatment. | Remedied. [mproved. Unchanged. report.

760 542 395 32 43 72 : 218 71




39

TABLE V,

Summary of treatment of Defects during 1936,

Disease or Defect.

Reflerred
for

| {realment.

- m—

Minor Ailments . vl
Visual Delecls {mciuding

Squint)
Delects of Nose and

Throat : &
Dental Delects ... |
Malnufrition il
Defective Hearing
Defective Speech
Enlarged Cervical Glands!

(Mon-T.B.) st
Heart Disease—

Organic

Functional )
Anemia ... A
Lung Disease (Non-T. I3 i
Tuberculosis—

Pulmonary—

Definite
Suspected

MNon-Pulmonary
Disease of Nervous

Syslem
Deformilies
Goilre
Other 4}

e

16
30

49
307
a2
191

Results of trealment. Number |
Number not treated, l’r.-]'n:muh]lge
treated. - : . or no treated.
Remedied. | Improved. | Unchanged. | report.
| e
884 630 107 88 t 21 | 68
L 1

g12* | 0 18 1 104 9
542 427 i3 72 E 218 7l
925 | 162 53 10 | 259 16
679 | 43 arn ang ! a57 =g
23 ] 10 G 12 66
T | 0 |E 1 0 i 20

{ |
0 | | 5 | T ol 48

I ’ . |
20 5 ( 3 12 ' a4 &5
1 0 1 0 ; 3 25
i 16 ‘ 21 10 ' 56 46
. S| T 16 6 g 55

;

3 | g ol 2 1 R
9 2 6 1 7 56
13 | 3 i 9 6 12 G0
27 ‘ g 12 6 22 55
198 20 | 105 7 109 64
16 ‘ il 6 7 | 16 50
100 | Ly 24 28 - 82 57

*In addition 60 children attended and were examined but no treatment was necessary,
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TABLE

VI.

Summary relating to Children Medically Inspected at the Routine
Inspections during the Year 1937,

(1) The Lolal number of children medically inspecled at the rouline | Percentage
inspeclions o : i e | IBBEB Prevalence.
(2) The number of children in (1) suflering Irom delects (olher than -l
uncleanliness or delective clothing or foolgear) who require to be | 1,438 14.3
kept under cbservalion Lhul not referred for trealment) |
31 The number of -:1I1ildren 1n :[1'1 su[leﬂng from :— |
Malnutrition 1332 1002
Skin Disease ! §9 (.4
Defective Vision {,mcl.uding Squint} { 1,962 i
Eye Disease .. i | 196 1.5
Delective Heurmg { 62 .5
Ear Disease . | 161 1.3
MNose and Thma.t DiEEH-!ﬁ— |
Chronic Tonsillitis 90 | 7.1
Adenoids only .. 144 | 1.1
Chronic Tonsillitis and Adenoids 241 | 1.9
Enlarged Tonsils only 7 1506 | 11.7
Other Conditions 389 | 3.0
== 3,188 248
Enlarged Cervical Glands {ﬂnn,Tuhercquus} : - 1,885 14.7
Defective Speech ... .. Wi R R ! 1 0.7
Dental Dizease ; 7403 57.6
Heart Disease— |
Organic 3/ 03
Funetional 111 0.9
e I 147 1.3
Anemia : 114 .9
Lunﬁ Disease ihon-Tuhemuluus}— I
ronchitis : 434 | 3.4
Other Diseases 132 | 1.0
—_— 266G 4.4
Tuberculosis— i
Pulmonary—Deflnite 8 0.1
Suspected 39 0.3
—— &7 4
Mon-Pulmonary 20 0.2
Disease of the Nervous S:fstem 67 0.5
Ricliets = " 368 2.9
Deformities : 861 6.7
Goilre b 42 0.3
Other Defects and Diseases : | 421 3.3
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