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To the Chairman and Members of the Education Committee

of the Somerset County Council.

Mr. CHaigman, LADIES AND GENTLEMEXN,

I have the honour to submit my Seventh Annual Report as School Medical
Officer.

As set out in the Report, the War has affected the Staff considerably, but
several of the alterations did not take place until late in the year. The work in
connection with mentally defective children had to be abandoned, but apart from
this it has been possible to maintain the work during 1915 nearly unimpaired. The
Hgures show the large volume of work doné in spite of the adverse conditions.
This, I think, 15 a matter for congratulation, and although for 1916 1t will not be
practicable to show such good results, it is certainly satisfactory to have been able
to carry on the work to the extent shown during 17 months of war.

I have considerably reduced the volume of the report, while at the same time
retaining all figures and tables which are required either as a measure of what has
been done, or as likely to be of value as a guide for future work.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

WILLIAM G. SAVAGE.

Health Department,
Somerset County Council,
February, 1916,
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Part I.

ORGANISATION, EXTENT AND SCOPE OF MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The number of Elementary Schools 1s 493 with 583 departments.

Urbun. Rural. Total.
Council Schools 24 103 127
Voluntary Schools sl 37 329 366
Total i1 432 493

The average attendance during the vear ending 31st March, 1915, was 46,159,

STAFF.
Owing to the War the Staff has been further altered and the work affected
during the year.

Dr. Moore, who was carrying out the examination of mentally deficient
children, left for military service in February. His post was not filled up, and the
further classification and provision for treatment for these children has had to be
postponed.  Dr. Stansfield joined the Army in April and Dr. Parker at the end of
the vear. Dur. Carter, temporary School Medical Inspector in place of Dr. Martin,
left the service of the Committee at the end of November. These posts have not
been filled up. Dr. Bendle, the County School Oculist, died April 13th. D
Bendle had been School Oculist since January, 1909, and his untimely death 15 a
great loss to Medical Inspection work in the County.  His ability, carefulness and
devotion to his work made him a most valuable Ofticer. Dr. Boreham was
appointed School Oculist and commenced his duties June 1st.

The only whole time School Nurse (Miss Weeks) left the service of the County
for Military nursing in June, while at the end of the year the four half time School
Nurses were transferred to branches of Health work unconnected with School work.

The technical Staff at the end of the year consisted of Dr. Boreham, Mr.
Goddard (the School Dentist), and myself. The Medical Inspection work for 1916
will, as a temporary measure, be carried out by part time Inspectors paid by fee,
while the work of the School Nurses will be discontinued.

The Clerical Staff of the Health Department has been reduced by one clerk.

EXTENT AND SCOPE OF MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The number of visits paid to Schools for the purpose of conducting routine
mspections during the year was 950. Of these, 144 were paid by the part-time
Inspectors and 806 by the full-time officers.  The number of children inspected by
the former was 3,144 or 21'8 inspections per School session of rather under 2%
hours; and by the latter, 13,246 or 16’4 inspections per session. The average
number of inspections per session by all Inspectors was 1773,
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The number of children inspected exclusive of re-inspections, classified for sex

and certain selected ages is as follows :

Age J3—7 i—8 & s8—8 12 &= over. | All Ages.
g—=12
Boys 2153 537 1440 1733 Ao
Girls e b ) | 810 15603 1700 e
I
Total L | 1117 HNR2 435 115004

The number of inspections in each district and under the different groups
examined is shown in Table [. (at end of report). The number of children
re-inspected during the year was 4,486, compared with 5250 in the previous year.
This is exclusive of the cases referred to the School Oculist.

Special visits to schools to follow up individual cases, investigate outbreaks of
infectious diseases, such as impetigo or vingworm, were paid in a large number of
cases.  Dr. Parker paid 46, Dr. Stanstield 19 such special visits, and Dr. Carter 52.
41 per cent. of the parents attended the inspections.

The above facts show that in spite of the disorganization of staff it was found
possible to carry out most of the medical inspection work.,  Visits for routine
mspection to a number of the smaller schools had to be abandoned, but those not
visited for routine mmspection during the year only amounted to 6 with an average
attendance above 60, and 65 with one below 60. A number of these smaller schools

were visited for re-inspections.



Part II.

THE FACTS DISCLOSED BY MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The higures for 1915 are set out in Table II. They are very similar to those

recorded in previous years and only a few require special comment.

A good many more cases of suspected tuberculosis were referred to the
tuberculosis officers.  During the vear, 145 cases of tuberculosis of the lungs or
suspected tuberculosis were recorded amongst the routine inspections, while there
were 11 cases and 78 suspected cases amongst those specially presented. 128 cases
of tuberculosis of other parts of the body were recorded. chiefly of glands, bones
and joints.  Of the cases referred to the tuberculosis officers, 20°5 per cent. were
found to be definite cases and a further 255 per cent. suspicious cases of

tuberculosis.

Vision DEeFECTS.
The figures for the routine cases are given in Table II. “Slight defects™
includes visual acuity of § to 1% and ” Very defective ” any greater defect.

During the year 1,250 cases were examined by the Oculist, 530 being re-

examinations. In 879 of the new cases errors of refraction were present. The
nature of the defects found are given in the following table :—

e —— ——_ —_—

l BOYS, GIRLS,
Errors oF REFRACTION. : - g
L i|::.c- 1a.] Qiner || Unsder] g i2.to 14 QT || Totats,
e — - || — | —-— —_—— | — || — | —— | — | —— || ——
|
Simple Hypermetropia i - 23 | 23 52 26 33 39 40 270
Simple Hy ];_EI_I metropic .J‘lr‘.tlmn itism . 5 5 9 14 4 16 B 22 11
Lumpmlml vpermetropic Ahllgl'l!.l.tlnm 4 20 23 21 10 30 1 | B3 168
Simple Myopia i it 1 5 13 i | 5 14 11 G2
=imple ‘l.l'_n,nplr. Astigmatism 1 2 1 1 3 4 20
Compound Myopic :‘mtu._n'mtl-.m 1 5 i 14 1 7 4 | M 52
Aixed Astigmatism 2 6 2 5 | 14 b 11 35
Anisometropia b 17 17 26 7 31 23 26 151
2 e || | e | ——| —~ -
Total il B2 88 a5 | 153 33 | 140 | 141 | 157 879
cuﬁtﬁ '\.'I.'I'H.‘I:'L' Rl:l‘r.'u.;l'mn L"EFI..III.! not be
estimated on account of disease ... 1 2 I | 2 = | 3 1 1 11
) p —_—— .__.i — = I —_—— —_ --—.—-
Re-examination cases el 14 | 24 a3 | 140 17 19 :1 140 . 478

Cases without Error of Refraction ... 17 13 a0




Boys. (nrls. | Toatals.

Convergent Strabismus cesf BE 41 ikt

Disorders | Alternating Strabismus
£ imamly convergent) ... [ i 12
; Divergent Strabismus 2 [ &
Mobility. | Nystagmus = 2 [
He terophorii ca] = 4 4
| OF Conjunctiva ; | 20 15 38
Lt + Cornea and H:hmtu 9 12 21
Lheenscs w Iris and Ciliary I'n:.-d} + 4
ofthe - ., Lens 2 7 6 13
Eve , Vitreous 1 — |
=i |I . Choroid and Retina 2 3 B
. Optic MNerve 1 1 2
Diseases | of Eyelids .| 30 | 28 | s8
tﬂl“ﬁ.;l"r v+ Lachrymal apparatus 1 1
Injuries of |‘.}L caa |l 1 2
Lu:m.,t nital Disorders of the Eye Ze=f | 12

S

|
H:.-:ui:lchcﬁ. and other reflex nerve - !
symptoms associated with visual defects | 69 | 115 | 184
Cases considered unsuitable for instruction !
in Elementary Schools | — 2

The Medical Inspection work in the Secondary Schools was discontinued, and
only one school visited during the year.

During the vear 150 Pupil Teachers, Bursars, Teacher Candidate Scholars,
and School of Housewifery Candidates, were medically examined by the County
Staff, and one of these was specially examined by the County School Oculist.
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Part 11I.
MEDICAL TREATMENT AND FOLLOWING UP.

InsTrICT EpucaTion SuB-CoOMMITTEES.

The arrangements for following up cases have not undergone any material
alteration. The majority of the case-sheets are returned hlled up in a satsfactory
manner, but in a few parishes difficulties are experienced in obtaining care visitors
who will follow up the cases.

During the vear 1,553 cases were referred to District Education Sub-Com-
mittees. The defects from which these children suffered is shown in the following

table :
CASES REPORTED TO DISTRICT EDUCATION SUR-

COMMITTEES AS IN NEED OF TREATMENT.

DISEASE OR DEFECT. Boys. Girls.

SKIN. Impetigo ... 11 1]
Scabics ... 2 2

Ringwaorm (head) i 92

i (hody) 5 4

Other skin diseascs G 2

EYE. External eye diseases o a0 17
EYES. Defective vision (spectacles nul 40 45

obtained)

EARS. Present ear discharge 28 23
Recent 8 12

Hearing ... G8 a7

THROAT. i'-;li;.ghl adenoids 89 73
Severe adenoids a3 G4

Enlarged tonsils 170 162

TEETH. Marked ¢ |.||-.~..[||.|L|:'L:.|tn|.JL:1t|-.l] 110 122
HEART. Organic discasc 1 49
Angemia a3 (F1]

Irregularity 4 4

LUNGS. Tuberculosis 13 20
Possible Iul‘.lr.ﬂllhhm i 12

Bronchitis 1 i

: Other defects — 2
GLANDS. Enlarged 41 16
Tubercular i | 4

NERVOUS DISEASES. Paralysis, 2 —
Epilepsy 6 2

Chorea - - o

Nervous dLhthu 1 —

Headaches — B

Other conditions i 4

Rickets @ | 4
Rupture 15 ' [
Deformities il 3 [
Insufficient food [ 5 2
3 clothing | _
Delicate | .
Goitre a 5
Lateral curvature of -»:plm I 14
Spinal curvature 4 A
Other conditions 67 44

Totals A o ) . 940



Wonrk oF IDistricT NURSES.

Cases are also followed up by District Nurses.,  Arrangements have been
made with 105 Nursing Associations, a decrease of 4 during the year. Nearly all
of these are aftiliated to the County Nursing Association. The Associations are
irregularly distributed and deal with only some of the schools, inspections in 278
Schools being attended by district nurses.  During 1915, 368 inspections were
attended by district nurses, and 923 cases were referred to them for home visits,
Their reports state that 1423 home visits were paid to these cases.

Thewr reports upon the 923 cases referred to them for home visits state
that in 331 cases (36 per cent.) treatment had been obtained ; in 348 cases
(38 per cent.) treatment would probably be obtained; 64 cases (7 per cent.)
were under treatment by the nurse: in 51 cases (6 per cent.) no treatment was
obtained or likely to be obtained: in 100 cases (10 per cent.) no treatment was
required, the cases being reported for observation only, and in the remaining 29
cases (3 per cent.) visits had yet to be made at the time the reports were received.
RESULTS OBTAINED IN REGARD TO THE TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN.

This imformation 1s derived from several sources, the most important and
extensive being from the case sheets (Form M.L.2.) sent to the District Education
Sub-Committees. The following table gives particulars of cases reported to
District Commmittees during the latter half of 1914 and the first half of 1915.
It therefore includes cases reported for a period of a year.

In 155 cases (8 per cent.) the returns were not obtainable, although several
applications were made. In the remaining 92 per cent. of cases returns are
available and have been analysed. Under ™ nothing done™ is included those cases
in which the parents promise to obtain treatment.

District Epucarion SuB-CoMMITTEES. AFTER-TREATMENT CASES.

AxaLvsis 0F RETURNS HECEIVEL.

Mo, of | MNo.of | oase o priz

CONDITION, l..::id::-- | rh."l‘:.ll'llr'lﬁ }'\-1"!'!;"!;'-1.:- Sakin Partially MNothing | h:'ll;::-i:.t. :m_:lI:'_n:E

referred. I“""'“"‘""d' | returned.| Factory. f::;:::} | done. |:1::1|-;:!I:I district,
Tonsils and adenoids ...| 556 | 502 | 54 113 134 | 180 | - 75
Ear discharge A 129 ) 111 | 8 75 11 ‘ 18 | | 7
Ringworm .l 211 | 199 | 12 120 75 | b= 3
External eye disease ...} 42 | 41 | | 29 6 | 3 | — 3
Anmmia & heart conditions 88 75 13 30 35 | 5 - 5
Defective teeth ... 256 234 17 (1] a 152 - 2o
Lung conditions ) 8Bl (] 12 3 58 2 4
Other conditions el 529 491 38 242 75 b a5 43
Totals .| 1882 | 1727 | 155 G674 3949 437 55 162
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DistricT Epucation Sup-CoMMITTEES. AFTER-TREATMENT CASES.
PERCENTAGES.

M. of ey ANaLvsis OF HETURNS RECIZIVED ;

CaoxniTios, CaRes No, of ,_:'hl'hl: N Eeat ._L;;FF i

| referred, | returns | ° I1Illtl o Eotla Partizlly Mothing v 'I'":,:',"‘ g : ”:.' y

received. | opurmed. Fanctanry . {T'”h,' die. recims | district.

[ gt e rded.

Tonsils and adenoids S L1 e |2 26 37 | 15
Ear discharge . 119 93 7 G8 10 16 - | 6
Ringworm o 94 G G0 45 2
External eve disease ol AR 98 2 71 15 7 7
Anzemia & heart conditions | 88 85 15 41 47 § 6
Defective teeth i 256 L | & 25 3 63 4
Lung conditions =l Bl 85 15 7 84 3 6
Other conditions ...| 529 03 7 50 15 15 11 9
Totals .| 1882 g2 3 39 23 25 3 10

The tables show that in 65 per cent. of the cases for which information is
available, and which were referred to Sub-Committees, the results obtained were
satisfactory or partially satisfactory, 10 per cent. had left school without treatment
being obtained, while in 25 per cent. nothing had been done. These results are
very similar to those of previous years.

These tables only show that part of the after care work which is dealt with
through Ihstrict Education Committees. The work of the nature of treatment in
connection with wvision defects, tuberculosis cases, defective teeth, cleansing of
verminous children, mentally defective children, and ringworm cases is dealt with
separately below.

In addition, certain minor forms of treatment are undertaken through
the Teachers. For example. during the year 950 cases of slight degrees of
nasal obstruction, probably due to adenoids, but not marked cases, were reported
from routine inspections. These cases are prescribed breathing exercises at the
school.

Directions as to treatment were given to Parents in 2232 cases (21 per cent.),
and to Teachers in 749 cases (viz., 7 per cent.)

A number of children from the Elementary Schools of Weston-super-Mare and
the neighbourhood attended at the Health Department on Saturday mornings for
examination by Dr. Parker as to their fitness for school attendance, while some
cases of ringworm attended for treatment.

The number of attendances so made during 1915 were as follows ;

Ringworm, 311: Other skin diseases, 13; Throat and ear diseases, 4: Other
conditions, 26.
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VISION AND EYE DEFECTS.

The cases of defective vision include cases cf slight defects which require
no special treatment and cases of decided impairment of vision or with definite
symptoms of eye strain, which are referred to the School Oculist.  During 1915 the
School Oculist examined 720 cases and prescribed glasses in 557 cases: particulars
of these cases are given on page 5.

He wvisits the different eye centres in the county and examines there the
individual children referred to him by the County School Staff. At the end of the
yvear the number of eyve centres in use in the county was 33 the same as last vear.
85 per cent. of the children summoned to attend at the different eyve centres
attended. Of the remaining 15 per cent.. the majority attended on being again sent
a notice to attend.

During the vear the 36 charged for the spectacles was received from 676 of
the parents, while in 78 cases the cost, or part of the cost, was provided out of
County funds. The amount paid towards the provision of spectacles by the County
Education Committee during the vear ending December, 31st, 1915, was £11. 15s. 0d.

During the vear, 758 new pairs of spectacles were supplied, while 448 pairs
previously ordered were repaired.

Children provided with spectacles are re-examined by the Medical Inspectors
at their next visit to see that the spectacles fit and have not been bent out of shape.
If necessary in special cases, the children are referred back to Dr. Boreham.

TREATMENT OF DEFECTIVE TEETH.

The separate " Inspection and Treatment™ Scheme described in my Report for
last vear was in force throughout the year. The figures include the work done in
the Axbridge and Long Ashton districts during November and December, 1914, but
do not include the hgures for these areas when re-examined during 1915. They
correspond therefore to a year's work, and this arrangement 1s preferable since all
the results are comparable, including as they do all the first visits of inspection

paid to the schools, and no re-visits a year later.

For future work and regulations as to the amount of time required to deal
with children’s teeth, it is of importance to have figures available as to the actual
amount of dental caries at the selected ages. Such data 13 furmished in the

following table :—
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This table shows that one-third (331 per cent.) of the 6 year old children had
diseased permanent teeth, while this proportion had nearly doubled (6173 per cent.)
for the 7 vear old children. These figures emphasize the great importance of
:-‘-t;il'[ill;.: dental treatment as soon as the permanent teeth are erupted.

The higures as to the extent of the dental caries for ages 6 and 7 vield the

following percentages : All the Children with
children examined, permanent teeth erupted only,

Age b, Age 7. A B Age 7.

No permanent teeth erupted 322 39

Some teeth erupted but none carious 34°6 34°7 51 36

1 tooth carious 11°8 17°4 17 18

2 teeth , 10°0 17°3 15 18

3 o i o 474 9.1 7 4

4 o i G 17°5 10 18

Over 4 o 0 02 ] 03

This table shows that half the permanent teeth erupted (49%) are decayed in
the 6 vear old child, and 63" in the 7 vear old child. while, as would be expected,
the number of teeth diseased is much greater for the latter group.

Considerable variations are shown with regard to the percentage prevalence of
caries in the different districts, but the figures are not large enough to warrant
definite conclusions as to the incidence of caries in different parts of the County.
It 15 however noticeable that the extreme western parts of the County, also Bath
and Clutton, show a percentage considerably above the average, especially for the
7 vear old children.

It i1s of importance to know the extent to which the children referred for
treatment paid the 6d. required and attended for treatment at the visit of the
Dentist. This is shown with some other figures of interest in the following table :-

NUMBER OF CHILDEEN PERCENTAGE

DISTRICT. Tgattera e e Treated,

tnspected. | S ilient, | Treated. | 2 ClIT, | JReauiring
Axbridge Rural .| 670 479 217 71°4 45'3
Burnham and Highbridge 156 115 55 737 478
[Long Ashton ... 517 383 170 | 740 44’3
Kevnsham 265 192 81 724 427
Bath Rural 374 306 119 | 8I's 38'8
Clutton ...l 544 433 162 | 795 374
Midsomer Norton and Radstoclk ... 489 364 164 744 4570
FFrome Bural ... b 350 285 L2 81°4 3272
i Urban ... 355 b 115 892 36°2
Williton Rural e 313 277 136 884 | 490
Minehead and Watchet 147 142 | 59 96’5 41°5
Dulverton 140 113 | A 80°7 4472
Wellington Rural 257 215 | 71 836 | 330
Bridgwater Rural 153 122 42 797 | 344

Totals o ... 4730 3743 1533 791 409
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This table shows that only 409% of the parents of children found to have
defective teeth cared sufficiently about the matter to pay the 6d. required and send
their children for treatment.  In these cases there 1s no question of the parents
being in doubt as to whether treatment 1s required, since each child was previously
inspected and a card sent to the parent pointing out that dental treatment was
necessary. The percentages varied from 32 per cent. to 48 per cent. The Axbridge
District was examined a year later under the same scheme and then only 38 per
cent. of those requiring it paid for treatment. 8o per cent. required treatment.

The number of children treated during the year under consideration was 1533.

The treatment given was as follows:

Extractions (Temporary) 2162,

. (Permanent) 108.
Fillings 2141.
Other treatment (Scaling) 1.

It will be seen that conservative dentistry was aimed at throughout, and no
less than 2141 flhings were put m, while only 108 permanent teeth were
extracted.  Mr. Goddard, the School Dentist, who has worked with great zeal and
care, gives great attention to this important matter. In considering the figures
this point should be kept in mind, since it is obvious that fillings take up much
time and attention.

The cost of the dental work for the vear was as follows :

R R
Salary of Dentist .. 3000 0 O
Dentist's expenses, cost of conveying apparatus,etc. 101 8 6
Dental materials and renewals 3212 §
Hire of rooms ... 23 G 10
Nursing assistance 19 1 6
Assistance other than from District Nurses 13 3 6
Stationery, printing, etc. ... 18 14 9
Postage (estimated) 15 0 0
Clerical assistance (rather over half the time of
one clerk) 40 0 0
£563 7 7

The sums received from fees from parents during the year amounted to
£49 8s. 6d.
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VERMINOUS CONDITION OF HEADS.

The scheme has been fully described in previous years and no material
alterations were made during the yvear. The results obtained by the nurses are set
out in the following tables :-

PRIMARY SCHEME.

v ol ehildren ..';:::'II-:.I;:.'FH :T:;:llll::l:l.“: !.I::rrll-l :-Irl'lllll:::: |\,...-..;..|-| 1",':‘“’
DISTRICT. inspected. LI:‘::I:-'!;L[” w'h-:l:-m.' : First snispection, Second ::11_-.|_1|. F“”E' excluded.
excluded. I""_-" nts |
Hows, Lairls. Pl'lr::.':.l.-ﬁcd. Roys. Grirls. Hoys, Girls. | Boys. | Girls.
Bath Rural el 410 Jda 27 — g0 | 3070 66 240 | 09| &6
Bridgwater Rural a0 76 4 - 2’2 | 34°2 30 270 | 00| 52
Clutton e Il R O i GG 14 7’6 | 2971 53 | 226 | Zd B
Midsomer Norton '
and Radstock 973 911 a4 3 44 | 24°5 L . (L O 0 s T
Langport Rural 419 | 479 26 17 233 | 478 | 162 | 44’9 | 3’3 (150
Yeovil Rural e 95 168 49 8 25'2 | 75'6 | 31’6 | 290 | 31127 S
3162 | 3202 | 291 43 3 333 G2 269 0’8 | 82
RE-EXAMINATION SCHEME.
No.ofchitgren | | Neof | Percenase' | pecentmie | purcentager
DISTRICT. RN L.;:.I'i":.:_:rn 1:-;:1;:::"‘ First inspection. | Second inspection. ittt
By s. Girls. ik P n:w:..-t-{:ied. Boys. Girls. Bovs. | Girls. |Boys.| Girls.
Clutton ool 303 5581 249 —- 79 253 11°8 46'8 | 0’8 4°4
Midsomer Norton Y3 132 5 4 73 | 19'7 | 286 | 586 | 2'1| 2'2
Keynsham cid D90 565 55 | 2271 1°0 99 | 00| O°Q
Frome Urban ... 701 544 53 7 2'1 30°5 03 137 | 00| 97
Frome Rural ... 311 451 36 | 2’8 | 239 07 | 165 | 09| 73
Chard Urban
and Crewkerne 819 @ 953 | 94 35 | 29 1'l | 48'7 | 0°9| 90
Chard Rural ...| 1050 | 1259 97 5 97 | 333 31 390 |04 73
Langport Rural 250 357 65 i5 156 | 300 4'0 | 395 | 24|16
Yeovil Rural ...| G35 760 110 22 10°8 | 29°0 154 | 244 | 39 11°1
Taunton Rural ... 688 710 46 9 4'2 | 24’5 2'4 | 192 | 02| 62
Wellington Urban 542 | 498 | 13 3 31 | 130 23 | 104 | 00| 26
i Rural| 753 Bih6 al 12 a0 | 23°8 184 187 | 02| 4'3
Wilhiton e 1268 | 1423 50 | 5 32 13°8 22 11'0 | 0°2 | 3°3
Shepton Mallet U, 290 | 277 11 — 13 | 223 1'0 | 158 | 00| 470
- » RJ 273 | 310 | 20 —- 07 | 2000 07 | 124 | 00| 06
Wincanton - 435 20 : 37 19°3 1°4 165 00 04
—— a . =
8965 (10,021 | 680 83 50 | 239 a1 19°7 0’6 I 61
|

*This is the percentage found verminous of the children selected for examination,
not the percentage of the whole school.
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In the Primary Scheme Table the results are shown when the visits of the
nurse have only been made after a very long interval from the hrst visit.  All the
children are then examined and all again at the second wvisit.  This table shows,
therefore, the number of children verminous in the schools which have not been
visited by the School Nurses for a long time. The percentage of the girls ver-
minous was 333 and 93 for the boys, while in the previous year it was 43°8 and
14°1 respectively.

The general result of the work of the nurses has been to show a well-marked
improvement in the cleanliness conditions of the childeen, although some schools
are still very bad. while in all cases if the schools are left for long periods they tend
to relapse.

Although great leniency has been shown to parents, it has been found necesssary
to institute proceedings in a number of cases. 82 parents of 125 children have been
prosecuted. In 13 cases convictions were not obtained. Seven of these were
adjourned and the children were in the meantime cleansed by the parents. In the
remaining cases the 78 parents were fined sums varving from 6d. to 12/6 with, or
without, costs.

The percentage of parents prosecuted under the ordinary scheme was 0748 and
('26 per cent. under the re-examination scheme.

MENTALLY ABNORMAL CHILDREN.

Dr. Moore, as part of his work, was appoimnted to make a detailed report as to
the mental condition of children which from our records, and from other sources,
were suspected to be mentally defective.  Dr. Moore started work November 16th,
1914, but as he left for military service March 1st. 1915, very little progress was
made with this work. The number of children examined by him was 178. These
he grouped as follows according to the prescribed certificates :

A. Not incapable of instruction in an ordinary Public
Elementary School ... 78

B. Feeble-minded but not incapable of instruction in

a Special School 78
C. Incapable of receiving benefit from instruction in

an ordinary or a Special School 22
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Part 1IV.

INFECTIOUS AND CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN SCHOOLS.
SCHOOL SANITATION, Erc.
During the year 155 schools or departments were closed on account of
infectious disease, 113 under Article 45 (b)) of the Code by the School Medical

Officer, and 42 under Article 57 by the Sanitary Authority on the advice of their
Medical Officer of Health.

The Schools were closed for the following diseases :

Whooping Cough 32
Whooping Cough and Measles 3
Whoopimg Cough and Mumps 2
Whaooping Cough and Chicken Pox 2
Severe Coughs or Colds and Bad Throats 5
Influenza 8
Measles a5
Measles and Scarlet Fever 1
German Measles N 3
German Aleasles and Whooping Cough l
Chicken Pox 9
Chicken Pox and Influenza |
Mumps 23
Mumps, Whooping Cough and Influenza |
Impetigo i |
Diphtheria 2
Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever 1
scarlet Fever 5
155

The cases excluded by the School Medical Officer or his Assistants during the
vear, and apart from cases excluded under the Verminous Scheme, were 440,  Of
these, 233 were for ringworm, 78 for verminous condition of head or body, 46 for
other skin diseases, while the remainder were for a variety of conditions. In
addition, 164 cases of phthisis and 15 of other varieties of tuberculosis were
excluded by the County Tuberculosis Officers.
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RINGWORM.

MNumper oF Cases.—The number of cases known to the Health Department
15 shown in the following table:

Rincworm CASES AT END 0F 1915

Percentage of School

INISTRICT, N, of Cnses, Population,
Axbridge 32 0'84
Hath Rural o o 12 066
Bridgwater Ru ¢I| 24 091
Chard Rural 4 0" 30
Inuinster 5 1°30
Chard Urban 0
Clevedon 8 110
Clutton 21 0G4
Crewkerne A e 4 06l
Dulverton | 015
Frome Rural 3 018
Frome Urban e 5 .30
Glastonbury s o) 2 0.35
Keynsham it 4 035
Langport 12 063
Long Ashton 15 0°55
Midsomer Norton 7 047
Radstock i 5 G5
Shepton Mallet Rural : 018
Shepton Mallet Urban | 015
Street ; 2 031
Taunton Rural 5 025
Wellington Rural (] 0°56
Wellington Urban )
Wells City 4 057
Wells Rural 7 0'52
Weston-super-Mare 39 1'76
Williton 3 (35
Wincanton e b 9 041
Yeovil Rural 7 0°30
' 55

Totals S e 255 o

At the end of 1914 and also at the end of 1913 the number was 224, at the end
of 1912 it was 208, and at the end of 1911 the number of cases was 323. A
considerable number of cases are detected through the work of the school nurses.
Much attention is paid to following up the cases, but this work has been consider-
ably interfered with owing to the diminished staff available. A small number of
cases have been actively treated by drugs by one of the School Medical Inspectors.
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There were no known cases in 386 schools, one case in 48 schools, two cases
in 29 schools, three in 11, four in 10, five in 4, six in 1 and seven or more cases in
4 schools.  The 9 schools with live or more cases are Peasedown (5 cases), Cameley
(5), Ilminster C.E. (3), Clevedon Und. (53}, Burnham C.E. {Ei-], Curry Rivel (7), East
Huntspill (8, Weston-super-Mare Locking Road (13), and Weston-super-Mare
Central (22).

The average duration of the cases of ringworm continues to be high, and for
1915 1s higher than in previous years, being 1043 months for the cured and 12°5
as the average present duration of cases still uncured. The increase is in part
apparent and due to lack of staff to ascertain if certain cases are really cured or
naot.

[nstrict Nurses under the arrangements made by the County Education
Committee assisted in the treatment of 68 cases.

ATTENDANCE OF CASES AT SCHOOL UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS.

The Scheme whereby children suffering from ringworm may attend school
under certain special conditions has been explained in earlier reports. It was
further extended during the year, and in September, 1915, was extended to the
whole County.

The following table classifies the known ringworm cases at the end of the vear
according to whether attending school under the scheme or not, and if not, the
reason for non-attendance.

Attending under the scheme, as far as s known ... 152
Excluded : Refused scheme a7
i Suffering from extensive ringworm, or
on parts not covered by cap 16
4 Other illness 11
5 Age under 5 21
» Teacher unwilling to undertake scheme 18
(10 Teachers).
o Total 103
255

During the vear 20 cases of ringworm were treated by X-Rays by Dr. Howard,
of Frome. Of these, 17 have been cured and are now back at school (February 1st,
1916), while several of the others are nearly cured. For the present the treatment
of further cases by X-Rays has been discontinued.
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LABORATORY.

During the vear 5243 samples and specimens were examined in the County
Laboratory. The greater number were in connection with Public Health work.
2255 suspected Diphtheria swabs were examined, the majority being from children
of school age. 1575 specimens of hairs and stumps from suspected ringworm cases
were examined: of these, 923 showed the ringworm fungus, while the remaining
652 were negative. Of these 1575 specimens, 1531 were taken by the School
Medical Inspectors or the School Nurses, and 24 were examined for private
practitioners.

SANITARY CONDITIONS OF THE SCHOOLS.

During the vear 5 reports were sent on to the Education Secretary dealing
with more or less serious sanitary defects in schools. By the end of the year the
defects had been remedied in three cases, the remaining two had been referred to
the Managers and | do not know if the conditions have been put right.
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