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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area (in acres): 1,028,992,
Population (1949); 467,920.
Live Births:—Total 7,920; Legitimate 7,5674; Illegitimate 846; Still births 179.

Deaths :—Total 6,167 ; Urban 3,064 ; Rural 3,103.

Rateable value :—£2,840,770 (1949).

Sum represented by a penny rate :—£11,627 (1949-50).
Birth rate:—16.92. Illegitimate births,4.37 (per cent.).
Death rate:—13.18.

Deaths under 1 year of age . —230. Rate of infantile mortality: 29.0.

The birth rate shows a decrease from last year’s figure (16.97). The percentage of illegiti
mate births is still high but shows a decrease from last year's figure (5.32).

The death rate (13.18) iz higher than for the previous year (11.16). It is satisfactory to
record that the rate of infantile mortality is 29.0,

The chief causes of death were heart diseases (2,023 deaths), eancer and other forms of

malignant disease (917 deaths), bronchitis and pneumonia (442 deaths), and tuberculosis (159
deaths).

The essential statistical returns covering births, infantile mortality, and deaths are given m
tables I to V.
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TABLE 1.
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Causes of, and Ages at Death during the Year 1949

NETT DEATHS AT THE SUBJOINED AGES OF “"RESIDENTS"
WHETHER OCCURRING WITHIN OR WITHOUT THE DISTRICT

CAUSES OF DEATH.

| land | 5and |15 and |45 and | 65 and

| All | Under | under | under | under | under up-

| ages. |1 year. |5 years |15 years 45 years |65 years wards.
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers 0 0 0 [ 0 0
Cerebro spinal fever 4 0 2 0 1 0 1
Bearlet fever 0 0 0 0| o 0 0
Whooping cough 1| [ 0 o |9 0 0
Diphtheria Sl @k 0 0 0| 0 0 0
Tuberculosis of respir. s_‘,rst-am 141 0 0 0 72 51 18
Other forms of tuberculosis ... 18 1 2 3 6 5 1
Syphilitic diseases 9 0 0 0 1 5 3
Influenza . 55 0 1 0 1 11 42
Measles 2 1 1 0 0 0 0
Acute palmmgehtm and

polio-encephalitis 6 0 0 3 3 0 0
Acute inf. encephalitis Al il 0 0 0 1 0 3
cancer of bue, eavity & ﬁEEOph ;

(M), uterus (IF) o : 69 0 0 0 4 29 36
Cancer of stomach & duodenum 177 0 0 0 S 42 | 130
Cancer of breast s 91 0 0 0 8 38 45
Cancer of all other sites 580 1 1 2 35 194 | 347
Diabetes . i3 39 0 0 1 6 ¥ 23
Intra-cranial vascular lesions ...| 810 | 0 0 0 4 | 139 | 667
Heart disease | 2023 0 2 0 37 | 276 |1709
Other diseases of circ. E.:,'stem 226 0 0 0 3 3l | 192
Bronchitis . 244 2 1 1 4 98 | 198
Pneumonia Ll TOR 24 4 1 15 25 | 129
Other respiratory dlsaaaa ) | 0 0 0 6 32 43
Uleer of stomach or duodenum 50 0 0 0 3 17 30
Diarrhea, under 2 years 8 7 1 0 0 0 0
Appendicitis - 16 0 2 1 0 5 8
Other digestive disenses 126 2 2 1 11 35 75
Nephritis : 182 0 0 | 14 41 126
Puerperal and post- ahnrt sepma 2 0 0 0 2 0 0
Other maternal causes 7 0 0 0 1 0 0
Premature birth 57 | 57 0 0 0 0 0
Cl}ngenlml malformations, hlrl.h

injuries, infantile diseases ...| 136 | 120 4 3 4 5 0
Suicide { 60 0 0 0 9 33 18
Road traffic accidents ... 58 0 1 9 21 13 14
Other violent causes 133 | 10 6 7 19 27 64
All other causes 554 4 18 9 40 79 | 404

All causes | 6167 | 230 4326
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TABLE II.
Causes of Death at all Ages in each District during the Year 1949,
RURAL DISTRICTS.

| &
1
T Lel8L

& : | & | = ; o
o L LR LB e (R 2 E g G
CAUSES OF DEATH. BIBIE|;[5[B|s|8|<|B|8(8|u[E|E|smE
222 EE|E|S[S|e|lElz|a(d|5|8(8|2E
ﬂiﬁza.;iﬁla“ﬁzggﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁggn

<(m|m O3 A &3S mi:—- 2 BB B>

ol | o 2 0% e -
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers) 0 o o of o 0 0o o0 g! of of ol o of ofl of o
Cerebro spinal fever 1l of of 0] 1| ol o O of 0o o o O 1 0 0 3
Bearlet fever of o o 0 of o o o 0 o o o o o 0 o o
Whooping cough of o o 0 o o o0 0 o 1 o o of o o o 1
Diphtheria .| 0| 0 o o 0 0 0 0 0 o of of o o O 0 ¢
Tuberculosis of respir. ajrnt-am 5| 6 6| ul 6 3l 0 a 2 a 5 1l 3 6 4 5i 58
Other forms of tuberculosis ..., 3/ 1 0 0 1 0 0 o0 u o 1 {,i o 1| 0o 3 10
Syphilitic diseases | Ol 1] O O o Of Of O 1 O 1 o 1 0 O Of 4
Influenza e we .ol 21 6 6 2 of O 1| O 3 8 1 o 2 2 2 2 32
Measles .~ 1| o o o o of o o 1 o o o o o o o 2
Acute puhumyaht:a nnd f ! |

polio-encephalitia 1] o of o 1 of Of O O O O 0 © ﬂi gl 0 o
Acute inf. encephalitis ol 11 11 00 of O O O O O O o 1 O 0 3
Cancer of buo. cavity & cesoph. I -

(M), uterus (F) : - S 3/ 0 1/ 3 0 1 8 & 1f 2 1y o 1 1 4 33
Cancer of stomach & duodenum| 7 6 8 413 2/ 2 6 7| 41 7| 4 1| 4 5 12| 92
Cancer of breast . 8 7 'JI a3 20 0| o 21 71 3 20 5 3 2 U 3 46
Cancer of all other sites 27| 21| 20| 12 19| 7| 14| 10| 28] 12 30 Bi 14| 21| 18 32 29
Diabetes - 4 83 L 110 1 20 1 4 1 o 2 5 O 2
Intra-cranial vuncular ]enmna 61| 32 35 23 20 2| 14) 28 34| 15 30| 13| )¢ 30| 30 28 410
Heart diseass ..|110| 98| 70 54 61 23 58 64| OU| 48 66| 35 42 53 74 711017
Other diseases of cire. nyatam 7 611 5 7 4 e 5 7 2 100 7| ;3 5| 16 10 109
Bronchitis J| 7| 11/ 16 10{ 10| 4| 7| 1| 6 5 O 5 o & 4f 14 117
Pneumonia J 11| 10, 6 4 e 8| o 7 ?l o 9 2 gl 5 6 2( 98
Other respiratory digease 3| 2 3 2 9 o 3 3 2 2 4 1 4 3 2 5 38
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum| 1| 4 2 0 of 0 o 3 1 2 8 1 o 1| O 1| 19
Diarrhea, under 2 Jranru 1{ 0 o o o 0 0 O of 0 O 1| o of O O 2
Appendicitis . 00 2 0 0 1y 0 o 0 ll o 1 2 o 21_ o 1 10
Other digestive dllﬂ-nlﬁﬂ 7| 7 6| 4 4 2/ 1| 4§ 2 7| A 4 2 5 6 6 g6
Nephritis ; 100 6 8 5 4 1 3 3 9 4 3 2 3 6 8 2 77
Puerperal and post- -abort. aapm, of 1 o O ¢ 0 o 9 O O 0 O o o 0O 0
Other maternsl causes | of 9 11 31 o of o O 14 O K 1 o o 0 5
Premature birth ; 2 4 8 2 1 0 3 8 20 3 000 38 6 37
Congenital malformations, birth | ! | |

injuries, infantile diseases | 9 4 7 3 9 Ol o 9 6 6 3 5 2 3 6 § 77
Buicide 3l 23 3 2 4 1| 2 1 3 4 2 1 3 1 3 3 38
Road traffie ncmdent.u 1| 70 2 3 4 0 4 1 20 2 6 1) 1] 21 § 0 41
Other violent causes J10| & 8 5 2 1) 21 § o & 71 1| 1 6 7 6 72
All other causes .| 81| 22 12 19| 18 ﬁ‘ 7 10 26| 11 18} 13 13 16 17| 27 266

All causes ...32&{-28”2342165 209 59'131 176 25514?]2311 113119 134122324{3103
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TABLE III.
Causes of Death at all Ages in each District during the Year 1949.
URBAN DISTRICTS.

' | o | | = | i
I . ! | § Ei | = | Bl
= = 1 | B - = -
1 T - B 1 5| (B |2E| &
CAUSES OF DEATH. S| lgg EEEEW;EJ s [g| & i: B5a .
a‘.mdawswq%aaa?;ﬁwh :
el i K| = .-‘:‘ Alm |2 & B = = :a ﬁ = | ﬂ E = |2 %
= B[R] 88 E|3(2|E|E|C|BEEIEISB(BI2IB|8 |2
A RCI0d M0 =K .-"a-f|z|ﬂ-.im_cn s EEEBEmE | O
1 l J | ‘ ‘

 Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers| 0| 0] 0| 0] 0] 0 0j o[ o 0 0 0] 0f of o]0 0f 0 Of 0 ©0f 0
Cerebro spinal fever ... of ojof ojo] oo o o 0 o000 oo 10 o 0 1] 4
| Bcarlet fever ... 0] 00 ofo oo o0 o o ooo0 0 oo oo o o o O0
' Whooping cough .| 0 0l0 0o oo 0 0 O u| 0]OojO oo o0 O O O 1
Diphtheria e e we] 0] 00 of0f o clO] O O o[0jojof oo oo o of o o0
Tuberculosis of respir. system...| &/ 1| 8] 1) 0] 5| 4] 1] 3| 7| 8] 1] 2[ 3| 8] 0] 4 1] 17| 11] 83| 141
| Other forms of tuberculosis of ofof 210 o 10 1] o 00 O ¢ 2(of o0 1 1f 8 18
| Syphilitic tilaan.a&a 1] 0of1 ofof oc0 o 0 o100 10 01 O 0 35 9
Influenza r e asfedt 262l stof 300l 0L if. B Of 3008 o 0 01 © 2 28] &b
Measles - of 0jof 00 0f (o 0O 0 0 U| Ol o ofof oo o 0o 0 =2

‘Acute poliomyelitis und ! e €4 | | |

polic-encephalitis ... 0O 0,0 Ofo of o0 2 G 1 [J| Oju oo o0 11 0 4 6
Acute inf. encephalitis of olo 1|0 0 n} O of Of OJOjOjlu o0 OO O Of 1 4
Cancer of buc. cavity & cesoph. ‘ | [ e | i ‘

(M), uterus (F) i 4 o 1 10 1)1f0] o 2 2000 51 21 o 6 36 69
B nier ot atomanh & duodenumi & al sl al 4 Bl o 0| 1| 5 2 1 0f 3 16| of 5| 4] 17| 9| 85| 177
Cancer of breast f 5| 8/ 1] 1j1] 4 1{2 O 3| 1 1O 2 60 00 T 7 45| N
' Cancer of all other sites 221 15| 9 22| 6| 17| 8| 3| 8| 9 12| 7| 4] 6| 37| 6| 6| T| 55| 28] 289 580
Diabetes it e | end]l BIC OUNOEC X0 O oE O] DOF 0K 0L gl Tl 1) 2F 18| B9
Intra-cranial vascular lesions ...| 20| 23| 7| 21| 4| 24| ¢| 5] 24| 19 9| 5|13| z| 43| 4| 19| 6 99| 38| 400, 810
Heart disease .. ‘e . |104| 34|23| 48/18] 62|25 3| 83| 57, 38| |15]17]24 144| 9| 34/22/214| ‘H|1‘Ul}ﬁ ’UE’:—S
I{}t.he-.r diseases of cire. s;,ratam 11 8.4 82 411 1 6 h| 0] 21 1) 25| 1] 6 ll' 15| 15| 117
Bronehitis e ws e 11] 206 8] 5] 9 8(2] 4 5 2|2 3] 3| 18| 4 1 3| 80| 9| 127] 244
Pneumonia S P R 2 et R [ IR [ - d} 3| 2 16 3 I 17| 1[1 100 198
Other respiratory disease 6l 210 5 1 o 210 1} 1 5 3 00 7| 0 ' o 1| 43| 81
Uleer of stomach or duodenumn| 4| 3{ 0| 0 O 3 1,0 0] 2 0O JI, o 1| 41 ﬂr {ll .r| 3| 81 50
' Diarrheea, under 2 years 1l O 1| 200, ofof0f 1 0Of 0 O u1 Of 1o o o of o 6 8
Appandmma : . 1| O[O o/ O ofojo] O ©Of 1 00 0O 1f{0 ool 2| 1| 6 16
' Other digestive dmeusea 3 111 7|1 412 1] 3 2 0 3[ Il 6] 1] 1| 2| 16| 5 60 126
' Nephritis " 6] 8 0 8 1 8| 4 0 4 38 9 5 3| 4/ 14| o] 5| 7| 11| 5| 105| 182
Puerperal and pnat -abort. Eepms 1 0o 0f 00 Ofalo0 O 0 OO UJ Of ool ojoy 0 o 1 2
Other maternal causes Of 000 00 1)6I0 0Of O 00 01 o0 nl ofo o of 2 7
| Premature birth 60 00 1O 200 0 O 1j0f 1 11 30 110 1 4 20 b7
'Congenital malformations, blrth | i [ |

injuries, infantile diseases ...| 8 1l 1] 8| 1 olojo O 2| 11|02 18| 0| 2| 1: 8| 10| 59| 136
Suicide al 111 olo 2/ 2 1 of 1f 82 0o 1 oo 2 1 8 0 22/ 60
| Road traffic accidents ... 5/ ofof o1 1/0/ 0 o o of3 1o 2 o 110 8 o 17| 58
| Other violent causes 10| 2] 1] 5[ 1] 8 2/ 8 38 0 30 00 5 1 11|14 6 61| 133
All other causes 290 5| 7 '.3:‘! 7 EU| 70 2| 8| 7| 14| 8] 2| 4| 38| 8| T 'uE 63| 18] 288| 554

8 e 2 o e | T
All causes [295|115|71{174|50|187| 7527|100 14!51Iﬂt}:'ﬁ}[ﬁ-l',iﬂ-s'-li'.'liﬁz'- EH| 3|620]282|3064|6167




TABLE IV.

Table showing, for each Rural District, the number of Births and Deaths, the number of
Deaths of Infants, also the Birth Rate, Death Rate, and Rate of Infantile Mortality.

5 i Death i Infantile
RURAL DISTRICTS. | Births. | Deaths. | lui.:%‘i vopa: Lixths el Mortality
! | | .
Axbridge | 427 | 828 16 | 25,340 16.85 12.94 87.4
Bathavon 497 ; 281 11 (22,210 | 1022 | 1265 | 257
Bridgwater 349 234 14 [19400 | 17.99 | 1206 |40.1
Chard 197 165 6 | 12,080 ' 1638 | 18.72 | 80.4
Clutton 205 | 200 8 |17220 | 1713 | 1218 |971
Dulverton 76 ] . O8 | 1 4,600 16.52 12.82 | 13.1
Frome 186 | 181 | 4 |10410 | 1788 | 1250 | 215
Langport | a0 176 15 | 12890 | 1877 | 1866 |6L9
l.ong Ashton 430 256 | 10 |24,480 | 17.57 | 1042 |932
Shepton Mallet | 165 147 | 6 10,780 | 15.38 l. 13.70 | 36.3
Thilchom | 808 | 280 7 |18620 | 1628 | 1235 | 931
Wellington | 152 | 118 P 7,801 | 1948 | 1448 | 804
Wells | 189 | liRy el 10,020 | 1887 | 1188 |11
Williton i 58 | 188 | ¢ |12760 | 1288 | 1443 |o5s
Wineanton 284 | 228 | 9 |u1e500 : 1712 | 1344 {316
Veovil 864 | 248 | 1¢ |[18740 | 1948 | 12.93 |84
|
— | |
Totals of Rural ' ' '

Districta 4,244 | 3,108 185 (243,841 | 17.41 |

12.98 ' 818




TABLE V.

Table showing, for each Urban District, the number of Births and Deaths, the number of
Deaths of Infants, a'so the Birth Rate, Death Rate, and Rate of Infantile Mortality.

URBAN DISTRICTS. | Births. | Deaths. r il o B s
1 year. Rate.
Bridgwater 467 205 14 92,360 | 20.88 | 13.19 | 29.9
Burnham 121 115 1 0152 15,22 _ 12.5% 8.2
Chard (S 2 5284 | 18.74 | 1344 | 202
Clevedon & 181 | AT 5 0.799 | 15.41 ‘ 17.75 38.1
Crewkerne e 7 ol ¢ 5 1 4120 | 1724 | 1218 | 14.0
Frome 167 | 187 2 11,370 | 14.69 | 1644 | 11.9
(Glastonbury | 88 | 5 ik 5199 | 18.92 | 14.42 11.8
llminster i ol | 27 0 2 GHh 10.21 10.16 0.0
Keynsham | 107 100 2 7,738 | 13.88 | 12.92 | 18.6
Minehead | 88 143 3 g2 | 1217 | 1997 | 840
Norton-Radstock 206 120 4 11,920 | 17.28 10.07 19.4
Fortishead 54 59 1 | 4,416 | 19.02 13.37 11.9
Shepton Mailet 83 52 1L 1F 3 k6do | 1ee (23188 [ 120
Street | o | e | 4 | 5889 1728 | 1262 | 80
Taunton - 612 i 417 | 21 | 88,340 18.36 | 1251 | 34.3
Walchet 49 | 35 0 E,EL:EI 19.48 | 13.92 0.0
Wellington IR B b S T,HHL!| 15.16 | 13.40 | B35.T
Wells - 91 % | 2 | 5,070 | 1499 | 12.02 22 ()
Weston-s.-Mare i 562 620 | 13 ! 89,830 | 14.11 | 15.57 29 1
Yeovil | 874 | 282 14 | 28,660 | 15.81 1o | aTd
. _
| | |
'fﬂtﬂ.l:_ﬂ af Urban | by ¢ o - | |
Districts | 3,676 | 3,064 95 | 224,079 | 1642 | 13.68 | 258
Administrative 1 I 5 | i '
County 7,020 | 6,167 230 ;4575;90‘ 16.92 | 13.18 | 290
England and Wales | , .-! _ '
1949 | - e =y = | 16.7 11.9 82.0
| | | |
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NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

TABLE VI
i '[ |
o | I o ek e : an & d | =g
g | 3 | § [S2¢|Ed |28 (88| § |Es| 5 |3 |58
7 | % | £ |EBg| 58|95 | 22| § |85| § |EE |48
Y] ) =] 2ol D) BB == 7] = e a = =
2 |8 | & [gER(AA 2B ISE| B |BY| B | S| 83
o Rl 82 |8 e o
URBAN
Bridgwater 251 | 22 0 0 3 0 0 0 12 5 0 0
Burnham 185 5 0!l o 1 0 0 0 ] 16 2 0
Chard 2 1 0| o 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Clevedon 201 i 0 0 2 0 0 1 17 3 = 0
Crewkerne i () 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Frome 99 | 34 0 0 2 0 0 0 5 1 0 0
Glastonbury 41 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 1 0
[lminster 45 | 16 0 0 1 0 (1]} 0 0 0 0 0
Keynsham 108 | 11 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 7 2 0
Minehead 15| 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 32 0 5 0
Norton-Radstock 19| 4 ) 0 0 0 0 0 25 8 3 0
Portishead 26| 0O 0 0 1 0 0 0 49 2 0 0
Shepton Mallet 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 3 0 2 0
Street 11 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Taunton 273 | 24 0 1 5 1 0 0 44 2 8 0
Watchet 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 9 0 | 0 0
Wellington 206 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 0 1 0
Wells 162 | 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 a.l A 0
Weston-super-Mare 954 | 119 1 0 4 0 0 3 62 22,1 3 0
Yeovil 124 15 0 ] 3 1 0 2 )] 17 5 0
RURAL
Axbridge 459 | 45 0 1 0 2 0 C 27 22 2 0
Bathavon 119 20 0 0 0 0 1 0 82 15 5 0
Bridgwater 288 15 0 0 0 1 0 0 15 17 1 0
Chard 105 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 b 3 (1] 0
Clutton 34 1C 0 0 1 0 1 0 41 9 1 1
Dulverton 24 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 i 9 | 0
Frome 91 16 0 | 0 0 1 0 13 9 ] 0
Langport 286 9 0 0 0 1 0 4 14 B 1 0
Long Ashton 388 14 0 1 0 0 3 0 119 11 5 0
Shepton Mallet 34, 6 1 T 0 1 0 33 a 5 0
Taunton 271 | 14 0 0 1 0 0 0 28 2 0 0
Wellington 153 13 0 0 0 0 1 0| 4 1 i 0
Wells 13y 0 0| 4 0 0 0 3 3 2 0
Williton 116 1 0 0 | 0 0 1 0 14 1 2 (I}
Wincanton 119 2 0 1 | 0 1 0 0 19 10 3 0
Yeowil 53 | 9 0 0 | 1 0 0 2 60 5 4 0
Urban Districts 2700 | 277 1 2 29 3 1 7 | 393 84 35 0
Rural Districts 2677 I' 205 1 5 8 5 8 6 521 125 49 1
Administrative County| 5377 ur 4892 2 7 | 37 8 | 10 13 | 914 | 209 84 1
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Prevalence and Control over Infectious and other Diseases.

The number of Isolation Hospital beds available were, generally, the same as last year, and
this aceommodation was found to be adequate for requirements. The staffing of the hospitals
continues to be difficult. The cases of notifiable diseases and their distribution are shewn in
table VI. Comparison of these figures with those of 1948 show that there was again a consider-
able further increase in the number of cases of measles, poliomyelitis and scarlet fever. Diph-
theria cases were 2 as compared with 6 last year, and puerperal pyrexia cases dropped from 64
last year to 37. Whooping ecough cases have decreased considerably.

Orthopadic Scheme.

The County Scheme, and the results of working during 1949, are deseribed in considerable
detail in my report for 1949, as School Medical Officer.

Blind Persons.

The general work is earried out by the Somerset Blind Association on behalf of, and with a
grant from, the County Counecil. 18 Home Teachers were employed by the County Blind
Association during 1949, There were 19 Home Workers under the supervision of the Bristol
Royal Blind Asylum Workshops. At the end of 1949 there were 945 persons in the County
registered as blind, compared with 901 at the end of 1948. Certification by a medical practitioner
with special experience in ophthalmology is required before registration. Where possible we
make use of the County Oculists for eertification purposes and during 1949 they examined 131
cases, 104 of whom were admitted to the register.
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VENEREAL DISEASES.

The attendances of SBomerset cases at the various clinies for the past three years have been
as follows :—

New Cases. ‘ Attendances.

Inecreasn 1 Increase
Clinie. | nr | ' or

1947 1948 1949. decrease 1947 | 1948 1949.  decrease

| . during ! . during
i 1949 ' - 1949

Bath e e 58 (27) | 55 (81) 102(86) | +47 | 806! b545| 482 | -113
Bristol ... ... 160 (97) 153(116) 143(107) | - 10 1,850 | 1,160 | 894 | -266
Taunton ... .. 97 (55) 63(118) 56 (36) | - 7 1,028 739 | 688 | -101
Yeovil . 81 (52) 117 (59) 90 (62) - 27 505 | 621 627 +
Bridgwater . 93 (49) | T4 (50) |115 (58) + 41 825 | 329 | 405 + 76
Frome .. .. 21(16)| 18(11)| 14 ()| - 4 121 140 72 _ 68
Minehead ... - 18 (T) | 26 @B)! 8 (B) - 18 146 252 122 -130
Weston-super-Marc 132 (77) 102 (29) | 59 (51) - 43 i 1,090 [ 1,067 | 450 617
Glastonbury willt = ol | 15 (12) | + 15 | — =1 i 28 | + 28
All Clinies  653(380) | 605(415) fﬁﬂ‘z{ﬂ?ﬁ} [t 6 6,046 | 4,853 3668 | -1185

The table distinguishes between the cases which are definitely venereal and those non-
venercal who attended for investigation and diagnosis, the second group figures being in brackets.
It will be seen that the figures show a decrease in cases and attendances.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The County Council is now only responsible for the domieiliary side of the tuberculosis
work, the management of the Sanatoria and the Chest Clinies having passed to the Regional
Hospital Board under the National Health Service Aect, 1946. 1 continue, however, to give as
in previous reports details regarding the work of the Sanatoria and the Chest Clinies as this work
is so closely eonnected with the tuberculosis notification statistics. The Public Health (Tuber-
culosis) Regulations, 1930, under which a return of all eases of tubereulosis notified to loeal
Medical Officers of Health is made weekly to the County Medieal Off'cer of Health, remain
unaffected by the National Health Bervice Act.

To review in general terms the tuberculosis situation in 1949, Table VII shows a continued
deerease in the tuberculosis death rate; Table VIII indicates 74 fewer pulmonary and 37 fewer
non-pulmonary notifications than in 1948, and 7 fewer pulmonary and 9 fewer non-pulmonary
deaths: and Table X1 a considerable inerease in the number of Chest Clinie attendances. As g
matter of interest, 1 have in this report included a new Table XIV being a statistical suminary
covering the last 20 years, the pulmonary notification and pulimonary death details of which are
also illustrated by a graph, see Table X111,



Phithisis Death rates.

Year.
| Rural.
1945 | 0.32
194G 0.32
1947 029
1948 0.28
1949 0.23

Lrhan .i‘unﬂl:.'..
0.40 0.36
0.39 0.36 l
0.41 0.54
0.36 0.32
0.37 0.29
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TABLE VII

FT'UBERCULOSIS,

Other Tubereulosis Diseases |

Rural.

Urban. | County. |

Tuberculosis | Deaths in a population of

Death-rate,

0.06 0.07 0.06
0.10 | 0.05 0.08
011 | 009 | 0.0
0.08 | 0.4 ‘ 0.06
0.04 ‘ 0.04 ' 0.04

County.

0.426 |
0.436
0.443 |

0.335

0.377 l

TABLE VIII

406,000

| Phihisis {II'I.” Tuberculosis

141 173
145 177
140 | 180
120 | 153
121 | 136

New cases of tuberculosis and deaths from the disease in th: County during 1949.

New cases, Deaths,
Pulm nary. Non-Fulmonary. Punlmonary. Nun Pulmonary.
Age Perioda, s
M F. M. F. M. F. M. F
0—1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
I-:."'r' 7 7 6 3 0 0 2 0
ST 14 6 7 6
= 0 ] 1 2
1 =15 5 6 11 7
T 19 26 8 ;
T 2035 33 43 1 1
o 41 31 3 3
2535 2 o4 § 11
35—45 40 26 5 3
4555 50 17 | 2
L LR 41 10 3 2
5565 33 7 1 2
65 and upwards 4 4 1 1 10 8 1 0
Totals 273 195 45 44 92 19 1 7
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TABLE IX

Admissions to Sanatoria during 1949.

2 |
aE B - g
. ;‘31#—63U|—.-§: - Eng-ﬂl -5_5:!
URBAN Eximacy 3268|3558 RuraL Gy sE358/g=28
DISTRICTS. | cases notified. |8533(8 33| pistricts. | cases moufied. |ZTZ3IX Z§
| Nea | £83| £8° ' v | £88| £8F
Pulm. | Pum. | SER SE8% Pum. [ pam | SER| 5E%F
Bridgwater __ 36 6 8 0 | Axbridge _| 27 9 5 3
Burnham i 7 2 I 0 Bathavon | 3l 6 6 1
Chard e 11 0 3 1] Bridgwater __ 16 4 [ 0
Clevedon £ A ISR 1 2 Chard ] 3 0 0
Crewkerne 1 | o 0 0 Clutton | [ 3 6 1
Frome S 11 0 [ 0 || Dulverton _— 3 0 3 1]
Glastonbury ___ 5 1 4 1 || Frome o A 1 0 0
liminster e 3 0 1 0 Langport = [ 3 3 1}
Keynsham  _. 4 3 3 1 Long Ashton .. 33 5 2 0
Minehead  _. 8 0 7 0 Shepton Mallet 8 1 3 0
Norton-Radstock G 1 3 0 Taunton ol 9% 2 5 1
FPortishead  __ 4 | 1 1] Wellington 8 | 2 i 0
Shepton Mallet B 1 i 0 Wells =0 G Ii 1 3 0
Street — 5 (1] 3 0 Williton = ] ; 1 i 1
Taunton g 41 10 8 2 Wincanton  __. 4 3 4 0
Watchet 7l 3 0 0 0 Yeovil T 2 5 3
Wellington  __ 7 0 4 0
Wells e 1 L] 1 1 0
Weston-s-Mare 41 11 17 1
Yeovil i 16 1 I 1
Totals 231 43 83 | 8 Totals 237 i 46 58 10
TABLE X

Sanatorium. Men. | Women. Children. } Total.
Quanfock i v 51 ‘ 55 2 ‘ 108
Chard “re uh A 16 56 2 T4
Taunton SEee o bl 31 f 16 0 - 47
Wincanton ... 24 | 0 0 24
Musgrove Park whp 56 0 5 61
Compton Bishop ... .. | 0 0 82 32
Bath Orthopedic Hospital ...| 0 4 2 6
Other non-county beds | 50 51 4 105

| 229 182 47 457
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TABLE XI

Chest Clinic Attendances.

Total Chest Clinie
Attendances 1949

Bath (County) ... 560
Bridgwater 2792
Bristol ... 664
Chard 1,470
Clevedon ... 843
Glastonbury 336
Minehead ... 921
Radstock ... 0927
Shepton Mallet ... 139
Taunton ... 6,422
Weston-super-Mare vas 3,123
Wineanton 99
Yeovil 843

Total ... 19,139

Clinical Report for 1949,
Dr. Kiteat, Senior Chest Physician, has written the following report :—

The vear 1949 showed a slight decrease in the number of new cases seen (3,045 against
3,180 for 1948), and also in the number of cases of Tuberculosis discovered (489 as against 579).
On the other hand the number of advanced cases seen for the first time at Clinics seems to be on
the increase, particularly in the age group 45—065. As a result of this there is an increased
demand for long-stay beds, which, in fact, may be required for the rest of the patients life.

With the eontinuing drift of nursing staff from Chest Hospitals and sanatoria this is pro-
dueing a problem of increasing magnitude and one which is a constant source of anxiety.

Mass Radiography examinations eontinue and produce some really early cases for treatment
but it is the experience all over the Country that the enthusinsm of the publiec for mass Radio-
graphy is deereasing and it is getting harder to persuade people to come and be x-rayed.

Sanatorium or hospital treatinent was given in 457 cases. In addition, many open-air
shelters were provided, those in actual use on December 31st, 1949, being 50. 732 Milk Grants
were made.
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. Trlc:.-Lu;nmrﬂ'f by the use of artificial pneuniothorax has been continued and the cases dealt
with are shown in the following table :(—

At Dispensary or home of patient. At Institutions. Tutal
Primary inductions ... 0 74 74
Refills ... 4,103 3,671 7,774

The new cases seen numbered 3,045, and were classified as follows :—

PurLmonary Tusercuvrosts. T.DI3. Negative ; 247
T.I. Positive Stage 1 17
T.L. Positive Stage 2 115
T.13. Positive Htagu 3 50
— 435
Now-PuLMonary TUBERCULOSIS. Bones and Joints 10
Abdominal 12
Other Organs ... ]
Peripheral Glands 23
—— i
Not Tubereulous . 2 495
Diagnosis not complete on Slst Dacunhen, !-1‘1 i1
3.045

Quantock Sanatoriuin. The Medical Superintendent has furnished the following report - —

The Sanatorium has been open for the reception of 111 cases (66 males and 45 femalez)
throughout the year. During this time 108 cascs have been admitted, of whom 52 were males
and 56 females. 125 patients were discharged, 67 males and 55 females. There were 2 female
deaths. The average stay for male patients was 274 days and for female patients 262 days. This
1s an average of 88 weeks for each patient.

Artificial pneumothorax treatment was ecarried out in all suitable cases. There were 45
induetions, 2,843 refills for patients and 297 for out-patients.

Xeray: 585 films were taken and 908 cases were screened.
15 eases were operated on for Phrenic erush at Minehead Hospital
9 aspirations (ghest and abdomen) were carried out.

13 patients were treated with streptomyecin, and 19 with I A5,
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RESULTS OF TREATMIENT
WerIGHTS.

Inerease in weights in Kiles. (1 Kilo.=2.2 lbs.)

Less than 6. 6—12. 1£ and over. Total.
Males wls 33 11 5 49
Females ot 19 14 2 35
84 patients weighed on discharge = 5.82 Kilos.
The average gain in weight of JL 49 male patients weighed on discharge = 5.5 ,,
35 female patients weighed on discharge = 35.91

The average loss in weight of 27 patients weighed on discharge = 2.99

14 patients were not weighed on discharge, including 2 who died.

Working capacity of patients on admission and discharge.

| Full Working Capacity. Fit for light work. Unfit for work.

| Admission. Discharge. 'Admission. Discharge. |Admission. Discharge.
Males 0 15 | 0 16 60 29
Females .. 0 15 L 0 11 ‘ 55 29

On admission all patients were unfit for any work. On discharge 26.09 per cent. of all
patients were fit for full work; 23.48 per cent. for light work; and 50.43 per cent. were unfit
for work.

Classification on admission of patients discharged during 1949,

Tubercle Baeilli.

Positive. Negalive.

L lagsification. M. I, Total. e M. F. M. F.
Early Lt A 29 i) 48.68 1 2 25 a7
Intermediate e S0 29 52 4.2 16 ] 13 14
Advanced ... et B0 4 (5] 53,80 1 2 2 1

Complications presented by patients were:—Boils, Hydro-pneumothorax, and Asthma.

Chard Sanatorium. During the year the cases admitted were 68 pulmonary and 6 non-
puimonary (38 female, 16 male).

From the female pulmonary wards there were 41 discharges and 2 deaths; from the
female surgical wards 5 discharges. On the male side there were 9 pulmonary cases discharged.
and 5 deaths,

Xeray. 234 films were taken and 500 sereenings made. Collapse treatment was again used.
8 inductions and 640 refills were earried out during the year.

Compton Bishop Children’'s Home. During the year 21 bovs and 11 girls were admitted
and of these 18 boys and 9 girls were under 10 years of age. The average stav for “definite’’
(notified) cases was 29 weeks, and for cbhservation cases 27 weeks. The discharges numbered 36,
19 boys and 17 girls, who will be kept under regular supervision at the County Clinies.
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TABLE XIV

TUBERCULOSIS—20 YEARS STATISTICAL SUMMARY

[ Pulmonary T.B. Won- | Number of Cases
Pulmon- number of Pulmonary T.B. No. of Total as at 3lst
) ary number of Admis- | Chest New December on
Year. Tuber- — | sions to | Clinic Cages [ — =~ — =
culosis Sana- : Attend- S0 {hest Somer
Death Notifi- Deaths = Notifi- | Deaths | torium | ances Clinie | set T.B.
rate cations cations | Regis- Repis-
| | I ters ter
1930 0.53 497 | 216 143 | 37 245 | 8,427 1,484 '
1931 0.53 426 | 215 159 53 247 | 8,472 1,435 !
1932 0.55 418 226 147 a7 254 8,310 1,414 =
1933 0.47 357 | 1M 122 48 241 | 7,258 1,366 ;
1934 0.43 aTa | 172 138 | 43 251 6.835 1,404 =
1935 0.43 347 175 112 | 38 307 6,741 1,350 = £
1936 0.35 | 297 143 g8 35 307 6,638 1,256 L7 | B2
1937 0.41 3al 167 104 41 280 6,518 1,253 1633 | =
1938 0.45 287 182 107 | a2 270 6,685 1,326 1,564 | & §
1939 0.36 | 315 152 117 | 31 202 | 6,128 1,225 1.588 L;f
1940 0.35 446 162 112 | 51 289 | 6,848 1,526 1,803 2
1941 | 0.39 541 198 144 42 328 | 7.520 1,914 1.89 =
1942 | 036 476 168 127 | 51 329 7,515 1,836 1.996 | =
1945 | 035 | 461 159 137 a6 334 8,119 1,989 2,197
1944 | 041 562 187 133 | 48 414 9,543 2,185 2 352
1945 0.36 | 519 158 | 896 | 29 364 9,865 2,500 2,271
1946 0.36 | 525 159 | 85 | 35 386 | 9,688 2,215 | 1,701
1947 0.34 626 155 140 45 444 i 11,889 2,750 2,114 2.490
1948 0.32 542 148 : 126 27 473 15,257 3,180 2,192 2.564
1949 0.29 468 141 | 89 18 457 19,138 | 3,045 2,202 2.631

This Table is of interest in as much as it shows the following facts :—

(1) In spite of the inerease in the number of pulimenary notifieations, there has been a
decrease in the pulmonary tuberculosis death rate, and a deerease in the number of
pulmonary tuberculosis deaths, see graph (Table X1I1)}—the result of modern methods
of treatment.

(2) The gradual deerease in the number of pulmonary tuberculosis notifications until the
war and the unfortunate inerease during the war years which has since continued.
See graph (Table XI1I).

(8) The considerable recent increase in Chest Clinic attendances; and

(4) The gradual increase in the number of cases on the Somerset Tuberculosis Register
and Chest Clinic Registers during recent years,
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NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946,

Particulars of the work of the County Couneil, as Loeal Health Authority, under the
above Act are given under the following Sections. It is now possible to review a full year’s
working and to see how the County Council functions are being developed, and from the
statistics provided to judge a little of the success attained in the inauguration of new work
outlined in the County Council's accepted proposals under the Aet. Much of the waork
reviewed has, of course, been undertaken by the Couneil for many years, and now falls to
be dealt with as obligatory under the National Health Service Act. There is therefore =
continuity to be observed in this review as well as information on new developments.

Generally, there has been steady progress towards the implementation of the Accepted
Proposals, although it will be some time before this process is complete.

Sections that are of partieular interest as as they deal with new work under the Act,
are those relating to the Ambulance, and Home Help Services and considerable progress
has been made in each instance towards the establishment of a sound and effective serviee.

Section 21. Health Centres.

In this connection [ cannot do better than repeat my note of last year.

Some preliminary work has been done, particularly on possible sites for Health
Centres in the future. In addition, certain sections of the local medical profession in various
areas have been consulted and their interest in the possibility of Health Centres has been tested.
On the whole, the practitioners in these areas are not at all enthusiastic about Health Centres
under the present conditions and probably their support of any such sgheme, at least in the
initial stages, would be poor.

It is interesting to note that the practitioners, while holding this view about Health
Centres, are most anxious to secure that they should have easier access to the various ancillary
services, such as X-rays and laboratory services. They advance the view that if they were
enabled to use such ancillary services at their discretion, the conduet of their practices would
not only be simplified but a good deal of additional interest would come into their work.

Finally, in SBomerset it is clear that Health Centres of any adequate type would have to
be built. In my view the conversion of private houses or other existing buildings would be far
from satisfactory and might well lead to a very poor class of service for many years.

The matter will be kept under consideration and a further report made in due course.

Section 22—Care of Mothers and Young Children.

Ante Natal and Post Natal Care. The Local Health Authority's scheme for ante and
post natal eare continues as in 1948, Ior those patients who do not wish to avail themselves
of the National Health Service Executive Council facilities for maternity services, ante natal
elinies are provided at Taunton, Weston-super-Mare and Yeovil, and in other areas two ante
natal examinations and one post natal examination by the doetor of the patient’s choice ean be
arranged, the Health Authority being responsible for payment. Statisties show that, as was to
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be expected, many fewer ante natal examinations were made under the latter scheme, but
although the trend to arrange for maternity services under the Iixecutive Couneil provisions is
on the inerease, | consider it essential for the present to retain these facilities now provided by
the County.

Ante Natal Medical Examinations
Year
No. of cases examined | No. of examinalions
made

3 l ;
1945 o | — 1,845
1946 1,630 2135
1947 oo 1.87V8 2,890
1048 i, 2,506 2,776
1049 il : 1,432 1,944

With regard to ante natal elinie attendances, again as was to be expected, these have
dropped, and the numbers attending in Weston-super-Mare no longer justified two sessions per
week. As from Oectober 1st, 1949 one clinic per week was held.

Attendances at Ante Natal Clinics, 1949 :—

New Cases. Total Attendances.
Taunton a56 1.55?
Weston-super-Mare 2 163 S 045
Yeovil 122 GG

Facilities for Foutine blood tests are available at the ante natal elinies at Taunton, Yeovil,
and at the General Hospital, Weston-super-Mare, and Pathologieal Laboratory services under
the Regional Hospital Board are available, of course, to all doctors who wish to make use of
them.

The number of post natal examinations although relatively higher, continues to be
disappointingly low; it is difficult to persuade patients of the need for this follow-up service but
it is hoped by increased propaganda to emphasise its importance.

Post Natal Medieal Examinations
Year 2 —
No. of cases examined No., of examinations
made
1 P S - |
1945 — 214
1946 228 o83
1947 2329 204
1948 45() l 456
1949 483 | 07
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A Breast Feeding clinic has been established at Bridgwater Health Centre.  Mothers
attend ante natally for advice on preparation for breast feeding, and post natally for such
additional supervision and advice as cannot be given at a Child Welfare Centre.

Maternal Mortality.

1018 | 1928 | 1938 | 1943 | 1046 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949

S —

Puerperal Sepsis ... 1 2 | 14 1 4 | & | 1 4 2 2
Other Accidents and DLEEHEEE nf | } !
Pregnancy and Parturition ...| 20 117 G IR |1 (O [N 1 | 6 e e i

Total el 28 26 | 14 924

I
Rate per 1,000 births e ] Shid ; 4.86 | 2.49 ‘ 3.13
| |

Dental Care. Repart of the Senior Dental Officer.

The provision of dental treatment for expectant and nursing mothers and pre-school
children has been maintained during the year, but owing to the continued shortage of Dental
Staff it has not been possible to extend the scheme as one would wish. The first steps of
an organised scheme have been taken in two areas where the dental cliniec is in the same
bu.lding as the Maternity and Child Welfare Cliniec (Yeovil and Taunton). It is hoped
such faeilities will ultimately exist in other parts of the County. Nevertheless, treatment
18 earried out in ecertain other centres, namely :—

Bridgwater Radstock
Wincanton Glastonbury
Keynsham Portishead

During the year simplified forms for notifying those cases needing inspection and freat-
ment have been introduced which ereate less delay between notification and treatment, and
give a more complete record of each individual case.

It will be seen from the figures given below that the amount of treatment given to these
cases is a little less than that for last year, with the exception of the provision of dentures which
has increased. It is felt that much more dental treatment would be sought through the Scheme
if it were more widely known, but until the staff and the premises are available it is not wise to
give too much publicity to the very great advantages gained as a result of dental inspection and
treatment being given early in pregnancy, or, for the pre-school ehild, in its first year or two.

(a) Numbers provided with dental care.

| : E Needing P Made
| Examined treatment I'reated | ﬂi, ntu"'l. Fit

Expectant and ‘Jummg Mnti‘uera 462 . 437 378 312

— —— s — | —r— e

Children under five 456 441 ! 505 | 460
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The apparant inconsistencies in the above figures are due to the faet that the figures in
the first two eolumns represent patients inspeeted during 1949 while those in the third and fourth
columns include some patients who were inspected in 1948, but were not treated until 1949.
The column headed “"Treated’ indieates patients whose treatment was commenced during the
vear and the column headed “*Made Dentally Fit"" those whose treatment was completed. The
differences between the “*Treated’ and "Made Dentally Fit'' figures occur because some of the
patients refused further treatment, left the distriet before treatment could be completed, or are
still receiving treatment during the current year.

(b) Faorms of dental treatment provided.

Anacstheties Scalings [ |
i ar Silver
! Extrac- | Scalings | Witrate | Dress- | Radio-
tions Fillings | and | treat- ings graphs
| gum | ment |
Local | General treat- |
_ ment | | .
Expectant and Nursing Mothers | 895 173 185 317 | 108 | - | — 31
Children under five Mo 415 82 94 321 | 89 | 115 - 7
l | | | |
Dentures provided :
Complete 136
Partial 86
Total 223

The number of sessions devoted to this Serviece by the County Dental Officers was.—

Inspections 23; Treatment 535; Total 358

Facilities for x-ray examination have been provided at our three established main dental
centres at Taunton, Bridgwater and Yeovil, and it is intended to arrange similar faeilities at
Weston-super-Mare, Frome and Wells when these main centres are completed.

Our Dental Laboratory at Musgrove Park Hospital is now well established and provides
all the dentures, erowns, ete., required for maternity patients treated under the County Scheme,

Premature Infants.

In addition to the 200 premature births in Maternity Units there were 195 premature
domiciliary births in the eounty, 52 of which were admitted subsequently to a premature baby
unit in hospital. All premature infants nursed at home receive close supervision by a specially
trained Assistant Nursing Superintendent. Bhe visits the home to ensure that adequate equip-
ment and help are available, and where necessary, arranges for the loan of additional equipment.
She continues to visit periodically in a supervisory eapacity till satisfied that the infant is malk-
ing satisfactory progress. All County Midwives have been instructed to try to secure admission
to hospital for delivery of all patients in labour whose duration of pregnangy appears to be less
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than 38 weeks, and where a premature confinement is to tauke place in the patient's home the
midwife has been asked to summon medieal aid. 88 special visits have been made in respect of

premature infants, and equipment lent in 2 cases.

Premature Births.
Total number of premature births ... 305

Neonatal Deaths of premature infants.

In hospital or nursing home ... 02
In own homes ... 18
Total number of neonatal deaths from all causes 1458
Total number of deaths of infants under 1 year 230

Day Nurseries. At the end of the year a survey was made of the Day Nurseries in the
county, reviewing the eircumstances of children in attendance and on the waiting lists for
admission. As a result, the County Council decided that places in Nurseries ecould be
granted on account of the child need only, and defined certain priority eategories. A Nursery
Committee was appointed in respect of each day nursery for the purpose of considering applica-
tions and allocating places.

These Committees will funetion as from January, 1950,

The Day Nursery places provided are:

Bridgwater s o Lo 30
Keynsham 20)
Frome 30
Taunton 45

Weston-super-Mare My 33

The Day Nursery at Street was closed in August, 1949 when the premises were restored
to the Education Committee for use as a Nursery School.

Keynsham. Although the number of places occupied has been increased to 20 it is not
possible to use the premises to the planned eapacity as part of the house is used as a temporary
dental elinic and the necessary adaptations of the premises as a whole have not been carried out.

Taunton. I[n view of their decision to restriet admission to day nurseries to eases of ehild

need the County Council deeided not to proceed with additional day nursery accommodation
at Taunton.

Residential Nurseries. Dv arrangement with the Children’s Committee children in need
of short stay Residential Nursery care on aceount of parental illness or other reason are admitted
to Bawdrip Nursery, as was the gase prior to July, 1948 when this unit was administered by
the Health Committee.
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Convalescence, Children under 5 years of age in need of convalescent care are admitted to an
approved convalescent nursery unit at Westward Ho, payment being made on a weekly case
basis, and recovery of cost being made from the parent after assessment of income in aegordance
with the County scale.

Special Supervision of Children. [Infant visitors refer to the Health Department names
of children who require speeial supervision and care, or treatment.

During 1949 these could be grouped under the following categorvies :—

1. Orthopedic ... 279 4. Neglect i i 10

F 5 blindness 2 5. Mental retardation ... 12

2. I"-‘»‘”{ other ... 44 6. Debility: prematurity:

3. Ear, nose and throat ... 16 feeding difficulties ... 79
7. Various

Ophthalmia Neonatorum. During 1949, 8 cases were notified and, of these, 5 cases were
sent to hospital. The distribution of the cases in distriets is shown in Table VI.

Birth Coatrol. During the year 1949, the number of applications received for adviee and
assistance was 60. Two of these were referred to elinies and the remainder to private doctors.

Unmarried Mothers. An area Assistant Nursing Superintendent investigates each applica-
tion for assistance for an unmarried mother. She ascertains not only the need for hospital
accommodation but also the need for further assistance whether it be ante natal residential
accommodation or post natal care with her infant pending a deeision as to her future.

Frequent requests are made for “‘adoption at birth’' but mothers are informed that this
is not possible and that they must care for the child at least for a time. In the comparatively
few instances when adoption appears to be the only solution the mother is put in touch with the
Children's Committee with a view to being assisted if possible.

In certain instances Moral Welfare Workers are asked to assist in the care of unmarried
mothers, payment for such help being made, on a case basis, to the appropriate association.
Exmoor House, Dulverton, used for the emergency housing of mothers with or without their
illegitimate ehildren, was closed in December, 1949. Alternative accommodation at DBraeside,
Chard, will be available in 1950 and should prove a more suitable and more accessible unit.

Maternity Accommodation. It continues to be the responsibility of the Health Department to
investigate the relative needs of applicants for admission to hospital for social reasons, and to
arrange hospital accommodation where necessary.

Of 2,719 applications received, hospital facilities were arranged for 2,165 patients, and
home helps for 197 of the remainder. In some instances hospital beds offered at some distance
from the patient’s home were not accepted.

Child Welfare Centres. Some extension of this work has been made during the year. 8
new centres having been opened, at Cheddar, Puriton, Redeliffe Bay, Shepton Mallet, South
Petherton, Stoke-under-Ham, West Coker and Castle Cary. In each instance in accordance
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with the poliey of the County Couneil the District Nursing Association formed a Sub-Committee
for the purpose of administering the eentre. All pentres are visited periodically by members of
the medical and senior nursing staff.  Additional equipment and variation of methods are
advised where necessary, and transport facilities have been arranged to enable the more rural
areas to be served. Ixtension of educational work has been assisted greatly by the eo-opera-
tion of the Education Committee in making available members of the Homeeraft Teaching Staff
for giving talks and demonstrations. These have been appreciated very much.

In December, 1949, the number of centres provided in the County was 83, There is need
for further centres in other areas and it is hoped to extend the number in 1950,

I wigh to pay tribute to the work of all the voluntary committees undertaking the adminis-
tration of Child Welfare Centres and to the helpers who give unstinted service. Without their

help it would be diffieult, if not impossible to garey on the eentres in the rural areas.

Statisties for all centres for 1949 are:—

Total eases in attendance

Si]::ssligns | WNew cases, at end of year ' Attendances.
i, |
| Under 1 1-5 years. Under 1 1-5 years. Under 1 1-5 years.
2,162 4,074 ! 1,442 3,221 6,918 ' 44,001 31,154
| | |
, |

Sections 23 and 25—Midwifery and Home Nursing Services.
Details of District Staif Employed, December, 1949

On permanent districts—

Queen’s Nurse Midwives with Health Visitors' certificate 27
Queen’s Nurse Midwives 81
State Registered Nurses and State Certified Midwives 7
State Registered Nurses 1
Village Nurse Midwives 37
Assistant Nurses and State CEltlhed \Iulnno 1
State Registered Nurses with Queen’s Training 2
166
Emergency Staff—

Queen's Nurse Midwives : 9
State Registered Nurses and Stutc {rtllfn?d Mzdun B8 14
Village Nurse Midwives 14
State Registered Nurses 5
Assistant Nurses and State Centlﬁe:i \ll:h\ ives 1
Assistant Nurses 2
5
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Summary of District Nurse Midwives' Work.
Number of cases attended :—

Medieal 18,244
Surgiecal 6,685
Midwifery s o i 1,978
Maternity 712
Miscarriage 373
Gas and Air 1.243
Number of visits made :—
General Nursing e 203,831
Midwifery 37,739
Maternity 82,015
Ante natal 85,665
Casual 53 690
Bchoolehildren 3,107
Infants e 136,545

The number of oecasions on which medical aid was summoned in accordance with the
rules of the Central Midwives' Board was 1,200,

During the year the nurses attended 734 school inspections, 2,960 infant welfare clinics,
231 operations and 1,473 deaths.

Special Training Courses.

Completed Still in Training
Queen’s District Training L 8 7
Midwifery Training A, : 19 10
Health Visitors Training 6 10
Gas and Air Analgesia i 38 —

The training of nurse midwives in the use of analgesies has continued at the Mary Stanley
Home, Bridgwater, at Bristol Maternity Hospital and at St. Martin's Hospital, Bath. 152
nurses hold the Certifieate.

The supervision of the Midwifery and Nursing Services continues to be undertaken by
the senior medieal staff, the Nursing Officer, her deputy, and 5 area assistants, who under-
take also such speecial enquiries as are required in respeet of stillbirths, neonatal deaths, ophthal-
mia puerperal pyrexia, ete.

The number of permanent nursing staff falls far short of what is required. This is due
in no small measure to the acute shortage of sujtable living accommodation. In many areas
the nurse midwife is offered accommodation which is far below a reasonable standard of com-
fort, and as a result, suitably qualified staff refuse to aceept the post, whigh has to be filled
by a succession of relief nurses. This is highly unsatisfactory and until reasonable housing can
be offered we cannot hope to provide an adequate nursing service throughout the county.
Some housing authorities have been most helpful : others justifiably feel unable to allocate to
a nurse, one of their small number of couneil houses for which there is a long waiting I'st.
The help of the Ministry of Health has been sought with a view to seeuring authority to build,
but so far without success.
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The state of housing ageommodation at the end of the year may be summarised as follows

Owned by Distriet or County Nursing Association % 14
Lieased ln Distriet Nursing Assoeciation or County € mmui
(a) from private owners 25
(b) from loeal authorities 18
LY

l

Much good work has been done by County and District Nursing Associations in improv-
ing houses owned by them and rented to the County Council, and also in providing furniture
for new houses rented by the County Council. In addition their work has been of the utmost
value in maintaining local interest in the nursing services and in undertaking responsibility for
transport as well as other duties. As mentioned elsewhere they have been most helpful in
appo nting from their members, sub-committees for the purpose of administering new Child
Welfare Centres.

Section 24.—Health Visiting.

In December, 1949 the total staff consisted of 1 Superintendent and 32 Health Visitors,
Health Visitors employed in the Boroughs of Taunton, Bridgwater, Weston-super-Mare and
Yeovil, are undertaking school work in addition to the Maternity and Child Welfare duties.

In the rural areas the policy of transferring the school work from the distriet nurse to
the Health Visitor has progressed steadily and has necessitated muech re-organisation.

A whole time Tuberculosis Visitor was appointed to the Taunton area for Cliniec and
Home Visiting duties.

In order to further the proposal of a single nursing service in the county with all inembers
having the same basic Public Health training, the County Council decided to increase the
number of Health Visitors' scholarships to 19.

In May, 1949 a two-day post-graduate course for Midwives, Nurses and Health Visitors
was held at the Shire Hall, Taunton, when a t'mn|‘.-1‘-.-!]u;-u:-;i'l.'c and varied course of lectures was
arranged. These were very well attended, and in addition to their teaghing value, served a
useful purpose in bringing together members of different branches of the Loeal Authority
Health Serviees. In Oectober, 1949 a series of 6 area meetings was arranged when doetors, Mid-
wives, Nurses, Health Visitors, Home Help Organisers and Assistants, met to discuss
problems in connection with their work. 1 eonsjider both types of meetings valuable in helping
to weld into onz team members of all sections of our health services.

Section 26.—Vaccination and Immunisation.

(a) Vaccination, The year 1949 shewed a further fall in the number of vaecinations
carried out, only 843 babies out of a total of 7,920 live births being vaccinated. This percentage
- SOINPares 1N b in 1t and a national average o 11 [ 7
10.6 compares with 169/ 1948 and i ] ge of 409, in 1947

There is no doubt that the removal of the compulsion elause has so far resulted in a
serious decline in vaecination. The risk of imported small-pox is ever present and therefore
this position must be regarded with anxiety.
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VACCINATION

Return for the Year ended 31st December, 1949.
RURAL DISTRICTS

Under 1 1tod 5 to 14 15 or over \ Totals
19449 1945-1948 1935-1944 hefore 1935 |
District, — - —
Re- | | Re | Re- | Re- | | Re-
Primary| Vacen. Primary| Vacen.| Primary| Vacen. Primary| Vacen. Primary| Vacen.
S e il S il =1 | |
ASBRHES s RRnl Pl BB [k BB [ 6 1' Bolleaazl 10 st e
Bathavon ... sis i 80 | — Al - | 5 10 | 68 | 14
Bridgwater R B — | 24 — ;0 (R 1. & | T P
Chard e I T 22 — o] S 3 | 8
Clutton o B 18 — 19 2 S 1 S - 8
Dulverton ... 42 | — 17 — — | o 3 ‘ 7 a2 0
Frome i e 21 — 19 1 6 3 8 | 4 a4 a
Langport ... ] B - 2 | = | 3 T 2 | 8 62 | 16
Long Ashton - 29 | — 40 —_ il | 2 & | 18 | B6 21
Shepton Mallet 12 l — 10 == 1 - 2 b | 25 &
Taunton g i 38 _— 27 1 4 8 7 [ 1T | 76 ] 2
Wellington -l 25 — 22 - 2 | 3 — | 8 | 47 11
Wells T = 12 | — 5 = | 4 | 25 F
Willitanss i o i L) as = 16: ) == 1 < R o (SR A 9
Wincanton e e 42 | — 4b | 2 2 4 | B! o4 | 13
Yeovil .| 528 | — 42 | — 2 — 8 94 | 10
—]— S s | | =
Totals 67 | — L | L | 56 40 | 59 | 149 1,009 | 191
URBAN DISTRICTS
Under 1 1to 4 | 5 to 14 |15 or over
1949 1945-1948 | 1935-1944 before 1935 Totals
District. W 4 = —
| Re- | Re- | | Re- Re- | | Re-
Primary| Vacen.| Primary| Vacen,| Primary| Vacen. Primary)| Vm.'cn.tl'r':mnrg.'r: Vacen.
i sl | !
Bridgwater E =i 14 ]| = 8 il =Y 6 | A 4 |I 9 | 32 I 11
Burnham ... e 19 | o | 4 1 9 o \wag | Lzl o5
Chard 5 | — 14 — 1 - 1 J Fr ] (R 1 3
Clevedon e 42 | —. 15 — g a o P R T 4
Crewkerne o S 10 | — 14 g il g Bl W 5B | 24 | 5
Frome i cal = 12 el BT = 9 3% | 11
Glastonbury = S AT 4 e ) 3 | 1 4 11 7
Ilminster o 1 | — 1 | — =L — L s I
Keynsham ... i _ ] - 1 o — I[ = = i —l ] e BT
Minehead Y i — 12 —_ — 1 | 3 | 24 2 [ 25
Norton Radstock ... 1 = i (50 o] A 10 3 10 | 3
Portishead. oo - & el ¥ - 7 ot 11 — | 32| 13 62 | 1
Shepton Mallet o ol L | = 4 | — == — S | £
Street SRR ST T — e 1 o L [ ] Mg |
Taunton ... ... | 44 | 2| —| —) 3| 3| 3 W9 | 38
Watchet ... i —_ 2 | — o R IR [ i il —
Wellington ... 16 — 12 | — | 1£ 1 3 | 4 32 B
WEHS mEe awa ﬁ‘ I e | g l Ty e 2 2 ﬁ l? r E
Weston-super-Mare 95 1 55 ] 5| 8 9 47 | 164 | 62
Yeovil 63 = 52 2 q | — & | 18 128 | 17
TSR - - "—j L B = = : e ]
Totals 3% | 1 | 286 | 12 | s | 25| e | 108 | 79 | a7
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(b) Diphtheria Immunisation. The returns for 199 continue to be reasonably satisfactory.
Comparing primary immunisations of under 5's with the total births of the previous year
shews that 663, were immunised. The corresponding percentage for 1948 was very high, being
829, and evidently included a considerable number of children aged 1—5 years.

0% of the total births may be regarded as a satisfagtory immunisation ratio.

The respective figures of immunisations by general practit'oners and County Staff are as
follows :—

Greneral County

Practitioners. Staff.
1949  (1948) 1949 (1948)
Primary Immunisations in 1949 ... 1,868 (3,286) 3,926 (4,963)
Reinforcements in 1949 ... 58 (41) 5,765 (5,695)

The benefit of the immunisation serviee is clearly illustrated by the faet that there were
only two eases of diphtheria during the vear, neither of which had been immunised, while m
1941, before the serviee had been organised on a large seale, the number of cases notified was
437.
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IMMUNISATION,

Total primary

—— —

3 BT | Total
Local Sanitary Distriet, Im“ﬂ:"?;ggmm | reinforcements Li'rg‘]]tfﬂltha
I {0_15 }"L'ﬂ-rs} in 1.949 1943
RURAL. | f
Axbridge = ! 402 339 = 446
Bathaven i : . 214 499 : 375
Bridgwater y i £l 195 215 I 355
Chard : i3 el 143 243 215
Clutton i A b 236 38 320
Dulverton i o 73 45 83
Frome g o 116 34 180
Langport i i 147 211 221
Long Ashton ... o | 245 188 419
Shepton Mallet ... i .| 106 133 20
lannton HE ' 187 201 208
Wellington s o 83 58 122
Wells : 116 198 . 169
Williton : : 25 156 170 | 183
Wincanton e o= - 218 179 275
Yeovil e 369 557 324
Totals 3,006 3,308 4,186
LURBAN.
Bridgwater o 226 128 451
I.i llrl\}lll[“-l}“-sﬂ_"ﬁ e 92 53 lﬁq'
Ehavd:" 0 RL wial 72 18 a5
Clevedon i A e 82 44 | 128
Crewkerne S S diy 57 26 67
Frome st e : 176 a7 179
Glastonbury o : 85 35 T4
Iminster = i 20 101 | 54
Keynsham : 22 124 | 106
Minehead e o 99 46 B6
Norton Radstock 2 138 209 199
Portishead i 41 31 78
Shepton Mallet ... L 89 53 99
Street 125 108 115
Taunton : 403 450 565
Watchet ias 33 29 52
Wellington : o 73 b4 | 93
Wells L S Tl 124 | 81
Weston-super-Mare : 596 416 i 622
Yeovil 488 444 384
Totals 2,788 2,515 3,602
County Totals e 5,794 5,823 7,878
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Section 27.—Ambulance Service. The Ambulance Service has gontinued to run salis-
factorily during the year. The Tables show the work of the individual stations and of the ten
areas of the Hospital Car Service, and also the work carried out under Agency Agreement with
Bath and Bristol Corporations.

The number of full-time personnel employed on 31st December, 1949 was 36 and details
are shown in Table XV. It was found necessary to authorise the appointment of throe relief
driver attendants to cover holiday and sickness duty, two being alloeated to the St. John Ambu-
lane> Brigade and one to the British Red Cross Society. When not on relief duty they are
attached to one of the main stations.

The voluntary effort ‘s being weil maintained by both organisations and is a very valuable
comiribution without whieh it would be necessary to increase gonsiderably the number of paid
personnel.

The arrangement with the Langport & District Ambulance Committee who staff and man
an ambulanee belonging to the County Council continues to meet satisfactorily the needs of
that area.

The practice of sending long distance cases by rail instead of by road has continued with
marked success, and medieal praetitioners, generally, are now most co-operative. Indeed, it is
becoming the exeeption rather than the rule to send eases by road for journeys over 75 miles
one way. During 1949, 255 cases were sent by rail compared with 10 for the six months ended
S1st December, 1948. This has undoubted.y saved the provision of extra paid personnel and
by reducing wear and tear of existing vehicles has lessened the need for new wvehicles. Use
was also made during the summer of the Cardiff boats when sending cases from Weston-super-
Mare to South Wales. Letters of appreeiation from patients sent by rail have been received
and there is no doubt that it has become inereasingly popular as it is quicker and more comfort-
able than a long road journey. Irom the local health authority's point of view it is much
cheaper, the cost working out at less than one-fifth of the equivalent road journey.

It was found impossible to continue to run the Wincanton Ambulanee on a semi-volun-
tary basis and after local consultations the station was closed on 31st Mareh, 1949, TIn order to
strengthen the service in this area the Committee agreed to the employment of a paid driver-
attendant at Castle Cary B.R.C.8. Station and the arrangement has worked satisfactorily with
the voluntary help provided by the loeal detachment and the part-time employment of a local
curage driver, when required.

Sixteen new ambulances were taken into use during the vear. Unfortunately, the Home
Service Joint Ambulance Committee decided to discontinue grants to local health authorities
towards the cost of new ambnlances, and grants were only made in respeet of four of these
vehieles, The new vehicles were allotted to the following stations :—

5.0 A B—DBridgwater, Clevedon, Glastonbury (2), Highbridge, Minehead (2), Portishead,
Radstock, Timsbury and Weston-super-Mare (2).

B.R.C.8.—Taunton, Yeovil (2) and Shepton Mallet.

Major repairs were satisfactorily carried out to County owned ambulances, used mainly
for 1solation Hospital work, at the Council’s Central Repair Depot, Underwood, Wells. Tt

s
hoped in future to make greater use of the exeellent facilities available,
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The Hospital Car Service continued to give valuable help in the transport of sitting-cases,
but some modifieation in the present procedure must undoubtedly take place if the fullest and
most economieal use is to be made of it. The main disadvantages are the length of notige
required-—24 hours—and the lack of direct ecntaet between individual drivers and the opera-
tional sections of the Ambulance Service.

The use of private hire ears has continued, particularly for emergeney work and for
carrying eases not included in the scheme of the Hospital Car Service. Hire service ecars are
very useful in rural areas where there are no Hospital Car drivers, and the cars are usually large
enough to take from 4—7 passengers making the eombination of journeys easier. The mileage
covered by private hire during the year was 98,285 miles at a ecost of £3,102, making the cost per
mile run 7.5d. The cost of the Hospital Car Service works out at 6.8d.

During the year six ears for sitting-cases were delivered and placed at the following
stations :—

5.J.A. B—DBridgwater, Clevedon, Glastonbury and Weston-super-Mare,

B.R.C.8.—Farrington Gurney and Taunton.

These ears have been found most useful for emergeney work and the Tables show the
extent to which they were used in comparison with the Hospital Car and Private Hire Services.
Some of the cars were only del:vered in the last three months of the vear.

Under Section 27 of the National Health Service Act, 1946, it is the duty of a local health
authority to provide an Ambulance Service for the convevance of sick persons in their area to
places in or outside their area. bection 24 of the National Health Service (Amendment)
Act, 1949, whilst leaving the respons bility for providing ambulanee transport with the local
health authority in whose area the need arises, now permits the authority to charge the cost to
the receiving local health authority if the perscn is conveyed from a hospital to an address in
the area of another local health authority provided that the person concerned has been resident
in that hospital for a period not exceeding three ealendar months.  This has the effect of trans-
ferring a portion of the financial liability of County Boroughs like Bath and Bristol to adjacent
County Logal Health Authorities, and is likelyv to add eonsiderably to the latter's annual cost.
The Amendment Aet enme into foree on 16th Deecember, 1949,

In May, 1949, the Ambulance Sub-Comnittee approved the prineiple of grouping the
smaller Ambulanee Stations under a main Btation in charge of a Group Officer, to whom all
requests for transport in the area would be sent with the exception only of emergeney accident
callz which would be dealt with immediately by the nearest Ambulanee Station without reference
to the Group Officer. The Weston-super-Mare Group will begin to fungtion in March, 1950,
and it is anticipated that the whole County will be covered by 1st December, 1950.

Thanks are due to Mrs. Bingham-Hall, County Organiser, Hospital Car Service, the
County Commissioner, S.J.A.B., County Director, B.R.C.8. and to the numerous voluntary
workers in these Services; also to Mr. W. G. . Garland, Chairman, Langport & Distriet
Ambulanee Committee. Their valuable help and eo-operation have contributed to the success of
the scheme. Thanks are also due to the Secretaries of the wvarious Hospital Management
Committees, Matrons and Almoners of Hospitals, who have greatly assisted the County Ambu-
lanee Linison Officer by altering times of appomtments to enable journeys to be combined and
in endeavouring to ensure that the Service is not unduly abused. Valued help and eo-opera-
tion has also been received from the Officer appointed by the Bristol Royal Hospitals fo
co-ordinate transport requests, and from the Bristol and Bath City Ambulance Services.
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TABLE XV.

AMBULANCE STATION PERSONNEL AND VEHICLE ESTABLISHMENTS

— e —————————— N —

Station

As at 315t December, 1949,

i."'l,l"-l.illl(‘. 1].;1;!;{ |_'|-|"'I'!il'lT|lH"| {I.l!ll'l!ll"].hﬂ'd

- = — = _—

S§t. John Ambulance Brlgnda
Bridgwater £
Chard oy i
Cheddar s
Clevedon
Frome dEs
Glastonbury f"'&l reet
Highbridge/Burnham
Minchead

Portishead

Timsbury sk
Watchet S
Wedmore o
Wellington s

Wells T o

Weston-super- “Mare
Morton Radstock Joint
Relief Duty

British Red Cross Socicty:
Castle Cary
Churchill i
Crewkerne
Farrington '[-mnu
Ilminster
Shepton Mallet e
Taunton s s
Wiveliscombe
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Relicf Dutf
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South Petherton
Taunton
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TABLE XVI.

AMBULANCE STATIONS.

Period i Period !
1.1.49—30.6.49 |  1.7.49—31.12.49 Total
Ambulance Stations. — - "=
Cases | Jour- | Mile- = Cases | Jour- | Mile- Cases | Jour- | Mile-
neys age | neys age | meys | age
| = l I e

Ambulances | : | | l |

5t. John Ambulance Brigmlla+ } | | [ :
Bridgwater .ol 742] T741[ 11,469 T04| 692| 10,591 | 1,446 1,433 | 22,060
Gl T i e % 156 | 149 5,014 145 | 128| 4,558 200 | 277| 9,572
Cheddar we ivi al T3 | 70| 2,808 B2 | 74| 2,785 155 | 144 | 5,503
Clevedon - sas] 255 | 247 | 6,436 | 445 | 295 | 7,875 ] 542 | 14,511
Frome = 190 | 187 | 4,108 | 218 208 | 4,960 408 395 | 9.068
Glastonbury/Street . .| 23| 181| 6826| 278 213| 8,945 512 394 | 15,771
nghbrldgu‘ﬂumhnm o 268 | 257 6, 631 | 285 264 | 7,197 563 | 521 | 13,828
Minchead - o 468 466 | 11,285 591 | 559# 11,0271 1,059 | 1,025| 22,312
Norton Radstm:k. ; 12| 34| 6,764 | 415 | 397 | 9,872 727 | 701 | 16,636
Portishead eI 188| 151| 3e27| 166| 158| 3,834 324| 300| 7461
Timsbury i & 67 65 F 1,346 | T2 | 70| 1,619 139 | 135 | 2,965
Watchet & 55| 50| 1,999 63| 59| 2,076 18| 109| 4,075
Wedmore 28| 28| 1,204 26 | zﬁ| 1,066 54| 54| 2,270
Wellington o e 185 | 180 | 3,242 197 | 194 | 3,873 382| 37T4| 7,115
Wells fe T 2 246 | 240 | 7,069 | 206 | 190 | 5,241 452 | 430 12 310
We.sl:on-supl::r—Marc . ' 2,660 | 1,767 | 17,966 | 3,625| 1,693 | 34,2011 6,285 | 3,460 | 52,167

i |

British Red Cross. § | | |
Castle Cary o 45 | 44| 1,672 126 | 120 4,945 171 164 | 6,617
Churchill 70 69| 2,057 80 | 8| 2431 150 | 147 4,488
Crewkerne e see 1 T8 77| 2,062 62 62 | 1,472 140 | 138 | 3,534
Farrington l.:urney 55 52| 1,129 24 24| 571 79 | 76| 1,700
llminster . aas a7 46| 1,591 46 46 | 1,483 93 92| 3,074
Norton Radstock = 11 11 226 10 10| 454 21 21| 680
Shepton Mallet | 216 209| 6,185 190 | 186 5,139 406 | 395 11,324
Taunton = & 973 052 | 17,134 1,040 | 964 | 16,631 | 2,013 | 1,916 | 33,765
Wiveliscombe ... .. .| 3 3 94 14| 14| 291 17| 17| 38
Y eovil was e wee 851 837 | 15,849 920 | ar7 | 17,887 1,771 1,714 | 33,786

| | |
Isolation Hospitals. | | |

Axbridge wia e oo 47 | 44 | 1,064 10 | 10| 283 | 5T | 54| 1,287
Shepton Mallet ; 31| 51| 1,274 | 6 |. 6| 278 a7 37| 1,552
South Petherton 78 |I 7] 1,563 | a7 92, 2,156 | 175 | 169 | 3,519
Taunton e . 137 | 137 | 2,433 1 120 | 120 | 2.354 257 | 257| 4,787
Langport Amhulnnca ﬂnmmlttu a2 92| 3,248 | 94 94| 3,518 186| 18&| 6,766
Wincanton 2 33 29 | 719 - — - 33 29 | 719
Bath City 439 453 | 5,369 | 510 514 | 7,268 9449 947 | 12,637
Bristol City 339 317 | 7,135 368 364 | By 392 I T08 681 | 12,527

Totals

R

9,642 | 8,543 (168,398

| .
l 11,234 | 8,801 |192 953. 20,876 | 17,344 |360,661



Period Period Tatal
1.1.49—30.6.49 1.7.49—31.12.49 |
Ambulance Stations . , —=
Cases | Jour- | Mile- | Cases | Jour- | Mile- ! Cases | Jour- | Mile-
| neys | age l neys | age | , neys | age
o— e e |
J | |
Cars | |l ll
|
5t. John Ambulance Bngade ! | | f | |
Bridgwater 544 542 | 5,705 | 002 | 890| 8,447 1,446 1,432 | 14,152
Clevedon e e - — - 156 | 10B| 35,188 156 | 108 | 3,188
Glastonbury | 464 | 263 | 13,985 464 | 263 | 13,985
Weston-super-Mare e 3,472 | 2,144 I 29,953 | 4,413 | 2,264 | 42,064 | 7,885 | 4,4'[]'3* 72,047
i |
British Red Cross Society | | ! i |
Finington 'l:.rurru.,:,r . - — — — | 112| 106]. 2,815 | 12| 106| 2,815
Taunton = -- - — 373| 314 9,482 375 | 314) 9,482
7T | R S —_ — — 52 40| 2,016 52j 40| 2,016
| ' |
Briste! City Ambulance Service ... 518 496 | 11,945 593 | 550 | 12,292 . 1,111 | 1,046 | 24,237
| P | i =41
] e
Totals 4,534 | 3,182 | 47,643 7,065 | 4,635 E 94,279 | 11,599 | 7,717 [141,922
ez, 1L b e NG Lty i [ | L
HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
Period Period ' Total
1.1.49—30.6.49 1.7.49—31.12.49 |
Area No.
Cases | Jour- | Mileage | Cases | Jour- | Mileage | Cases | Jour- Mileage
| neys neys | neys
—— |
1. 1,267 1,003 | 25,037 T75 | 576 12,602 | 2,042 1,579 | 57,639
2. 779 | 678 | 22852 | 790 | 653 [ 20141 | 1569 | 1331 ] 42,993
3. 885 | 797 | 16,073 | 1,181 | 1,001 | 20,636 | 2,076 | 1,998 | 36,709
4, 992 | 924 | 25115 | 1,324 | 1,057 | 27,465 ) 2,316 | 1,981 52.580
5. 835 | 662 | 26,101 1,258 | 1,063 | 28,894 | 2,087 | 1,715 54,995
6. | 437 | S88 | 17.078. 661 | 876 | 22,605 | 1,098 | O64 39,683
i | 1,606 | 1,289 | 33,589 @ 2,036 1,780 | 38,763 | 53,542 | 3,069 72,302
8. ATl | 285 | 17,659 641 546 | 25265 | 1,018 | 831 42,924
9. | 650 | 516 I| 20,739 09 612 | 18,684 | 1,368 | 1,128 39,423
10. 1,262 | 1,088 | 40,780 | 1,488 | 1,124 | 44,425 | 2,750 | 2,192 85,203
I 'II !l -| "j; ..."l- — = .-|! - = .—.-L.HL-.--__._.-....
, .
Totals | 8,999 J 7,610 , 244,973 ‘m,aa'r | 8,978 | 259,478 19,866 | 16,788 | 504,451
L AR e S, ) | A o i | | N 1 | .
PRIVATE HIRE
‘ Period | Period [ Total
1.1.49—30.6.49 | 1.7.49—51.12.49 !
Cases | Jour- L Mileage | Cases | ju:._-f-u.l. CITLLC -k?;lﬁl-s | Jour- | ﬂlilu-;a;-_
neys | w neys | ‘ neys |
| | | !
f 1,384 | 875 l 56,847 | 2151 | 1,739 | 98,285

I :
50,338 | 3,535 | 2,614 i
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Section 25.—Prevention of Illness, Care and After Care.

Nursing Equipment and Apparatus. The orgamisation of the Medieal Comforts Secheine
carried out on behalf of the County Couneil by the British Red Cross Society and the St. John
Ambulanece Brigade has been gradually built up throughout the last twelve months into a useful
service which is steadily expanding.

The British Red Cross Soeciety have now 61 Medical Comfort Depots working, 11 of which
are ma'n eentres holding, in addition to the normal stock, that equipment whieh is in less general
use such as wheel chairs, spinal carriages, hospital type bedsteads and dunlopillo mattiresses.

The 8t. John Ambulange Brigade are manning 29 depots, five of whieh are classed as main
ones on similar lines to those held by the British Red Cross Society.

With very few exceptions the District Nursing Associations have generously put their
Medical Comforts under the care of the nearest depot without any reserve. In actual practice
much of it has been left with the Distriet Nurse for emergency use, but the depot holder is
responsible for its maintenance and for the recovery of hire gharges as she is for all other equip-
ment on her lists.

An excellent liaison is being established between the Distriet Nurzes and the depot
holders and the plan for the Nurses to hold an emergeney stock of small articles in constant
demand is working well. As far as the patient is concerned most of his medical comforts are
still brought to him by the nurse and it is only when she cannot supply his wants that he needs
an authorisation from his doctor or nurse to enable him to apply to the depot direct.

When a District Nurse draws on her emergency stock she is expected to notify the depot
holder immediately in order that she may have the loan replaced and so that the depot holder
may arrange for the recovery of the approved hire charges and ultimate return of the loan. The
depot holder is also responsible for the adequate cleansing of all medical eomforts as soon as thev
are returned and before they are taken into stock again for further use.

The stock of each depot is being gradually brought up to a minimum standard by the
purchase of equipment as required.

It is to be appreciated that the personnel required to man the total of 90 Medieal Comfort
Depots on a voluntary basis throughout the ecounty is no mean task. The fact that it is being
done is a tribute to the voluntary spirit which is such a strong tradition in Somerset.

Section 29. Home Help Service

The County is divided into six areas with centres at Weston-super-Mare, Bridgwater,
Wells, Midsomer Norton, Yeovil and Taunton, and is at present staffed by the County Couneil
with a County Organiser, two County Area Organisers at Bridgwater and Yeovil, with one full-
time and ten part-time clerks.

The areas of Weston-super-Mare, Midsomer Norton, Wells and Taunton are still ably run
by organisers from the Women's Voluntary Services. Invaluable help is given by members of
this service and other voluntary workers in the smaller towns and rural distriets. These volun-
tary helpers have given their time and energy with enthusiasm to build the Service to its present
strength, and their local knowledge has been found particularly helpful.
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Owing to the rapid expansion of the Service the W.V.8. area organisers of Taunton and
Weston-super-Mare are finding the work invelved too heavy with their other commitments, and
have signified their intention of resignng on January lst and February 1st, 1950 respectively.
Two County Council area Organisers are being appointed to replace them.

Office accommodation has been obtained in the Health Centre at Bridegwater and in the
Ministry of National Insurange Offices at Yeovil. It is hoped that office accommadation will
eventually be found in the Health Clinies at Yeovil, Weston-super-Mare and Taunton.

The scheme is worked in close liaison with the General Practitioners, Hospital Almoners,
District Nurses, Health Visitors, Children’s Officer, National Assistance Board, the N.5.P.C.C,
and the County Association for the Biind. Help is sent in cases of medical need or where child-
ren under =chool age are tempurtll‘iiy duprived of a mother's eare and there is no other way of
dealing with the situation. Cases are acgepted only when recommended by one of the above.
The organiser is responsible for redueing the hours and for withdrawing the help as soon as she
considers it reasonable, but never does so without first consulting the doetor or nurse in attend-
ance on the case. Where there is no medieal attendant, variation of Home Help time allotted
may be made at the request of the householder.

The number of Home Helps at present on the register is 410, a large percentage of whom
are women with a few hours spare time daily. The service has become a very popular one, and
is attracting a very good type of worker. The fact that there is a waiting list of Home Helps
in most areas enables the organiser to choose her helps with great care, and gives the Helps
chosen an inereased pride in the service. The standard of work, cleanliness and conduet is
graduaily becoming higher. In the winter, Home Helps were invited to attend voluntarily a
Course on Houseeraft and Invalid Cookery which was arranged at Bridgwater by the County
Edueation Committee. This was an experiment which proved very successful. Twenty out of
the fifty Home Helps in the town took advantage of the lectures, which were held in the even-
ings at weekly intervals. It is hoped that similar lecture courses may be arranged in other
towns in the future.

A small band of picked women are employed as residential helps to gover cases in isolated
places, or where the patient or small children eannot be left alone at night. The majority of
cases requiring such residential helps are maternity cases in outlying farms or farm cottages.

The average number of Householders helped weekly has risen from 370 in October, 1949,
to 495 in Deeember, 1949. Of these the majority are maternity cases or cases of old people who
are either infirm or ill through various causes. The number of maternity cases attended since
the inauguration of the scheme in July, 1948 is over 1,000. Home Helps sent to these cases
enable the family to stay together as a unit, and substantially reduce the strain on accommodation
in maternity and children’s homes. A {fortnight's help is allowed for each maternity case,
but extra help is given either before or after the confinement at the request of the District
Nurse or Doctor. Normally the Home Help briefed for a maternity ease pays a pre-natal visit
to the home a week or so before the confinement in order to familiarise herself with the normal
routine of the household.

There is a great demand for Home Helps by Hospital Almoners and patients are often
able to leave hospital many weeks earlier than would be possible without the provision of help.
Some difficulty has been encountered from tine to time in providing Home Helps for open cases
of Tuberculosis. The organisers are instrugted to invite older women, preferably over 40 years



88

of age with no young children in their homes, to undertake these cases, but no pressure is
exerted upon them in any way to accept such work. The Helps are given practieal instruetions
in the simple preeautions they should take to avoid infeetion, and are assured that if these are
carried out the risks to themselves are negligible. In this way a Home Help has usually been
found who is willing to undertake this work which is often pressing and urgent.

The routine visits of the organisers are obviously weleome in the homes of the aged, and
the kindliness and patience of the Home Helps is particularly notigeable there. The nuinbers
of the old and infirm needing care are steadily on the inerease. Nearly 400 people of over 70
vears of age are looked after weekly in the County of Somerset. Many of them, living on small
private incomes, are unable to afford the help which is a neecessity to them. The official time
given to such eases varies according to the medical need, and may be as little as three hours a
week. The practical help afforded in this way is vital, but of no less importance is the ecom-
panionship whigh the Home Helps gives the patient on her visits. In some instances she is
almost the only visitor the patient ever sees, and her arrival is awaited as a major event. The
Home Help often becomes very attached to the old people to whom she goes, and it is in this
branch of the work where the spirit of service, on which the Home Help Serviee prides itself,
is particulariy noticeable. The Home Help is regarded as a friend of the family, and frequently
a Home Help will go back to her cases on her own initiative and in her own tine to per-
form innumerable little acts of kindness. 3

Section 5l.—Mental Health Services.

Administration. The Health Committee, at their mmeeting on the 7th June, 1949, appointed
the Mental Health Sub-Committee and delegated to this Sub-Committee all the powers of the
Committee under the Mental Deficieney Aets 1915-38 and the Lunacy and Mental Treatment
Acts, 1890-1930.

The Loeal Health Authority is responsible for the initial care and conveyance to hospital
or an Institution of patients suffering from mental illness and mental defectiveness and for their
after-care.

Mental Deficiency. The Local Health Autherity has a duty under the Mental Deficiency
Aets to ascertain what persons within their area are defectives and to arrange for their eare in an
Institution, or under guardianship, or by supervision. The Local Mental Health Authority is
also empowered to provide training or oceupation for defectives under supervision or guardian-
ship, and to contribute towards the expenses of defectives under guardianship in certain cases

An indieation of the way in which these duties have been earried out during the year
appears in the following paragraphs.

It will be observed that during 1949, 153 defectives have been found to be “‘subjeet to be
dealt with'* and that of these all but 42 have been reported by the Local Edueation Authority
under Section 57 of the Edueation Aect, 1944.

The Board of Control have approved eertain Institutions in the County and adjacent
ureas as "Places of Safety’ for the purposes of Section 15 of the Mental Deficiency Act, 1913
Mental Defectives are admitted to sugh places pending an Order being made sending them to an
Institution, where a high degree of urgency exists or this pourse is deemed desirable.
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The following are:—

PARTICULARS OF MENTAL DEFECTIVES AS ON 3lst DECEMBER,

be forwarded to the Board of Control annually.

1949 in the

N.B.—No case entered in under more than one heading of (1) or (2) and only

II.

form required to

“live’” enses are included

I'L.nmlf.* |

| Male. “Total.
(1) Number of Ascertained Mental Defectives Found to be “Subject to be)
dealt with' :— |
|
(a) In institutions (including cases on licence therefrom)— |
Under 16 years of age 52 : 37 89
Aged 16 years and over 466 . 480 . 046
(b) Under Guardianship (including cases on licence therefrom)— i
Under 16 years of age 2 . 5 T
Aged 16 years and over B2 86 168
(c) In *“places of safety” i 1 | — 1
(d) Under Statutory Supervision (excluding cases on licence)— |
Under 16 years of age : 100 . 79 . 179
Aged 16 years and over o a7 ‘ 67 | 164
{e) Action not yet taken under any one of the above headings 10 . 15 25
TOTAL ascertained cases found to be “subject to be dealt with™ 810 | 769 1,579
No. of cases included in (b} to (e) above awaiting removal to an I
Institution ot S o 25 33 58
(2) Number of Mental Defectives not at present “'subject to be dealt with™
but over whom some form of voluntary supervision is maintained
Under 16 years of age 18 7 25
Aged 16 years and over . 502 398 800
ey |—
TOTAL number of mental defectives (1) plus (2) 1,330 1,174 2,504
(3) Number of Mental Defectives Receiving Training
(a) In day-training centres—
Under 16 years of age 22 20 43=
Aged 16 years and over | [ 2 g
(b) At home i = s Sl
|
#Included in (1) and (2) above. TOTAL ! 28 22 50
.l ——
PARTICULARS OF CASES REPORTED DURING THE YEAR, 1949,
(1) Ascertainment, Males Females Taotal
{a) Cases reported by Local Fducation Authorities (Section 57, I
Education Act, 1944)—
(i) Under Section 57 (3) ... 29 23 52
(ii}) Under Section 57 (5) :— |
On leaving special schools 8 8 16
On leaving ordinary schools ; e og 15 43
(b} Other ascertained defectives reported 1Iu1ul;: l’EMEI and l'uuml
to be "S»I.Ihje{:l;.lr e dealt with® 10 a3 42
TOTAL ascertained defectives found te be *‘subject to be dealt = l
with”" during the year i 284 £9 153
() Other n|mrl{:| cases ascertained Lluilllip:' 194'] '|'|]IH are Turi ..|l
present “subject to be dealt with”™ 11 11 29
TOTAL number of cases r:-.pm'hr[l :Iul'j]lg the year a5 B0 175 r




40

_ | Males | Females Taotal
{2) Disposal of cascs reported during the year. | |
(a) Ascertained defectives found to be “subject to be dealt u‘it]l"i '

(i) Admitted to Institution i 16 ' 14 30

(i) Placed under Guardianship ... | 7] 11 17

(iii) Taken to “places of safety” l = — s

(iv) Placed under Statutory Supervision | 54 [ b a0

(v) Dicd or removed from area 1 i — 1

(vi) Action not yet taken | g 8 15

TOTAL ascertained defectives found to be "5|||:ji-1'l to he (]1-:|.]t:_ R “. i e
with” (to agree with the total of (1) (a) and (1) (b) above B4 i 69 153

1
| |
(b) Cases not at present “subject to be dealt with” | ,

{i}l Placed under 1|l.'ufu:ll.'u':.' 5|:|iu-1‘l|.'i5inn 5 | 2 | 7
(ii) Later found not to be defective ... o 2 3 5
(iii) Died or removed from area 1 2 = z
(iv) Action unnecessary 3 ] 6
(v) Action not yet taken —_— 1 1
TOTAL cases not at present “subject Lo be dealt with' (to agree!
with the numbers entered under (1) (c) il 11 11 a9
f—————

III. NUMBER OF MENTAL DEFECTIVES IN INSTITUTIONS UNDER COMMUNITY CARE INCLUD-
ING VOLUNTARY SUPERVISION OR IN “PLACES OF SAFETY” ON 1st JANUARY, 1949,
WHO HAVE CEASED TO BE UNDER ANY OF THESE FORMS OF CARE DURING 1949,

Males Females | Total

(a) Ceased to be under care 15 19 34
(b} Died, removed from area, or lost sight of 27 15 42
TOTAL: ... i 42 l 34 76

IV. OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MENTAL DEFECTIVES KNOWN TO THE LOCAL HEALTH
AUTHORITY.
{a) Number who have given birth to children during 1949,
(i) After marriage ... 1
{ii) While unmarried
Males. Females.

(b) Number who have married during 1949 =g

Occupation Centres. The Centres estabiished at Bridgwater, Taunton, Weston-super-
Mare and Yeovil for children who are incapable of receiving education at school, have shown
good progress during the year. Approximately fifty-five children have been in regular attend-
ance. A new Centre was opened at Radstock in September and is working well. Mid-day
meals are provided by the School Meals Serviee, and in certain approved eases transport arvange
ments are made for the children where loeal bus services are ]tl:t{!culllzliu. and in cases of hard
ship, the cost of 'bus fares is allowed.
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It is a pleasure to record that the number of children, on leaving the Centres, have been
placed in remunerative emploviment in factory, domestic and agricultural work.

The progress made by most of the children attending the Centres has been encouraging.

Licensed Patients. The County Counecil are responsible for the supervision of 44 patients
oit licence in this County from other Out-County Institutions.

Close co-operation has been maintained during the year between the Staff of the Local
Health Authority and the South Western Regional Hospital Board and the several Hospital
Management Cominittees within the area of the Adminstrative County. It has been possible
to corme to an arrangement with the Sandhill Parik Group Hospital Management Committee con-
cerning the joint use of Mental Welfare Visitors in regard to the supervision of patients on trial
or on licence from Mental Deficiency Institutions.

Lunacy and Mental Treatment. The following eases were dealt with under the Lunaey
and Mental Treatment Acts during the period 1st Jaunuary to 31st December, 1949 —

e —— e I - = i 2 25 FaZ L — e

| Admissions. ' Other Action.
County Area. ! | Section Total
Certified Voluntary | Temporary 20/21 Advice, ete.
| cases |  cases CHses Lunacy Social Histories
' | Act

Clutton o o | LT I [ — 13 a6 B2
Frome &% . 18 | 16 — 12 4h | 49
Minchead ... 11 I 14 AL iy { o5 : 38
Shepton Mallet ... el £9 2 = 1 _ 32 i 24
Taunton s e e 6 a6 i 4 - 109 233
Weston-super-Mare il 51 _ 14 — — | 65 44
Wincanton ... i o 5 | 4 ‘ = 1 10 37
Yeovil 24 E 48 = - 72 118
Total i 224 i 140 | 4 27 395 625

| v . LN

Hospital and Institutional Accommodation. In my report for the year 1945, 1 referred to
the hospitals situated in the County which had been designated as mental hospitals by the Minister
of Health, and institutions to be used as inental deficiengy institutions were also detailed.

1
There has been no material inerease in the accommaodation available in hospitals for either
mental or mentally deficient patients. In the case of the latter, the position remains acute, and
it has only been possible to admit fresh cases as vacancies oceurred. On the 3lst December
there were 40 cases on the waiting list for mental deficieney institutions, most of these being
voung clildren of low mental grade whose presence in their homes has become a very serious
burden to the parents.

During the yvear, the problem of the aceommodation of senile patients has become eritical
These old people mainly suffer from the burden of their years, and in most eases it is considered
undersirable that they should be eertified under the Lunaey Aets. It has been possible (o
arvange for the admission of nineteen patients veferred to the Loceal Health Authorvity most of
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whose ages ranged between 70 and 90 years, to Weymouth Hospital, Frome, as their homes were
within easy reach of that Hospital, Those patients were not certified as of unsound mind. In
other parts of the County there has been no alternative but to send the old people concerned to
Mental Hospitals for treatment, although it was known that by doing so an addit'onal burden
was placed upon the Hospital Authority and Staff in admitting them to wards in which the
accommodation problem had already become very acute.

At the end of the year it became known that the accommodation at Weymouth Hospital
would be very much reduced. 1t is most distressing that there should be no other course than
that these old people should end their days in a mental hospital, but it is difficult to see how
the problem is to be overcome The matter is cne for consideration by the Regional Hospital
Board, and representations are being made to them.

The intention of the South Western Hegional Hospital Board to close the two Hostels at
Milverton which provided aceommodation for some G0 mentally defective patients, was noted
with regret.

Mental Health Clinics. 1t is proposed that in the course of time a Mental Health Clinice
shall be established for each of the County areas, but this proposal has vet to be developed. At
present, however, there are clinics at DBridgwater, Minehead, Taunton and Yeovil, operated by
Tone Vale Hospital; and Clinies at Wells and Wsston-super-Mare operated by the Mendip
Hospital Mental Health Clinies established by Hospitals in Bristol and Bath County Boroughs
ab present serve part of the Northern Area of the County.

The eclinics are held regularly at the following centres:—

Average

MName of Clinic. Started. Medical Officer. Si';‘ of New cases attendance
. e . sas ssions.  seen.  per Session.
Bridgwater Health Centre Deec., 1932 52 34 3.4
Minehead Hospital | July, 1946 f P, L. C. Bailew a1 40 5.4
Taunton Hospital | Mov., I8dE [ e =i L 189 58.9
Yeovil Hospital April, 1981 |/ 53 152 28.5
Mendip Hospital, Wells ..., May, 1946 | y e i o2 T 23(total)
Weston-s.-Mare Hospital Dec. 1932 || DF-J- MeGarvey...| 45 69 8

| ]

After-Care. The County Couneil have undertaken the responsibility for certain after care
arrangements in respegt of persons who have attended Mental Health Clinies or on departure
from Mental Hospitals. At the request of the Medieal Superintendents of the Hospitals
coneerned in the County, the Couneil’s Duly Authorised and Mental Welfare Officers take purt
in EIlL‘!I :Irr-‘lng&‘-ﬂﬁﬁntﬂ.

Such cases of patients requiring rest after treatment at Mental Health Clinies and
Hospitals may be admitted to Holiday Convalescent Homes, and the Loeal Health Authority
have acgepted responsibility for the fees pursuant to Seetion 28 (1) of the National Health
Service Act, 1946,

Ambulances. The remaoval of Mental Mealth patients to and from their howes and
institutions is usually undertaken by the Duly Authorised Officer or Mental Welfare Visitor,
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These Officers may book an ambulance or sitting case car through the Authority's General
Ambulance Seheme if neeessary, and in difficult cases they are able to apply for the assistance
of trained staff from the Hospitals for the removal of patients.

Voluntary Associations. I'ull co-operation with the Somerset Association for Mental
Welfare has been maintained and in this way local knowledge, information and adviee has been
freely available to the Couneil's Officers.

Staff. The staff employed in the County Health Department on Mental Health Services
iz as follows :(—

(1) Medical Officers. e

The County Medical Officer of Health and the Deputy County Medical Officer of
Health are engaged part time in mental health service work for admninistration. A Senior
Medical Officer of the Department has been placed in medigal charge and dirvects the Mental
Health Services. There are also four other Medical Officers approved by the Loeal Health
Authority for giving certificates under the Mental Deficiency Act, 1913, and for making
recommmendations under Sections 1 and 5 of the Mental Treatment Act, 1950, one of these
Offigers is employed full-time by the County Couneil as School Medical Inspector. Three
of these Officers are engaged part-time on a sessional basis. The total medical staff is, at
present seven.

(b) Non-Medical Staff,

The Mental Health Services are supervised by a full-time Mental Health Officer,
assisted by an Administrative Assistant. There are three Mental Welfare Visitors, an
Organising Instruetress for Occupation Centres and five Supervisors for the Ogcupation
Centres at Bridgwater, Radstock, Taunton, Weston-super-Mare and Yeovil; together with
the Superintendent and eight Duly Authorised Officers for the County areas.

(¢) Clerical Stafi.
Senior Clerks (Male)
i Clerk (Female) :
Clerk (Male) 5
Clerks (including shorthand-typists) (Female)

| r.'r.:l o = b

Of the non-medical staff, all officers are full-time with the exception of four of the Duly
Authorised Officers who are also Registrars of Births, Deaths and Marriages, and are thus
engaged part—time for Mental Health Services work.

]al‘f ﬂi'l‘:ltl,‘.{'c!l]l‘:nl "ﬁ"it-h I.I!fI (.IPI']{ of ”Il}' {.I(.}IIHI_"I." Pﬂ[”lﬂi]. l_lu_: ]}ll]"r- .!'lllthﬂl"lt-':i'{l {}’Ifi{_‘.l'l'h'
continue to carry out certain welfare duties on request and a few investigations have been made
on behalf of the Children’s Committee.

The Mental Health Officer and Administrative Assistant for Mental Health Services are
Petitioning Officers under the Mental Deficieney Aets and are also Duly Authorvised Officers,
The Mental Welfare Visitors (3) are also appointed Duly Authorised Officers in special eiveum-
stances.
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One of the Mental Welfare Visitors referred to above retired during the year on the
grounds of ill health. The Sandhill Park Group Hospital Management Committee degided to
assume responsibility by the 1st Oectober, 119, for the supervision of Mentally Defective
patients on lieence from their Inst'tutions. The remaining two visitors were offered appoint-
ments in a similar eapacity with the Management Committee and accepted them. An appoint-
ment has been made to fill one of the vacancies and consideration will be given to the guestion
of the remaining vacancies being filled early in the New Year.

The arrangements previously made with the Tone Vale Hosgpital Management Committee
for suitable training to be given to non-medical Mental Health Workers in all *:I:If.|| duties as arc
new to them in 1]1{ field of Psychiatrig Social Work have been continued and a course of lectures
has been given by arrangement with the Medieal Superintendent of the Hospital and his Deputy
Lectures have also been given to Officers in Mental Deficiency Work by the Medical Superin-
tendent of Sandhill Park.

One of the Senior Clerical Assistants is under training as a Duly Authorised Officer.

General. The scheme for Mental Health Services as contained in the Loecal Health
Authority’s proposals under Section 51 of the National Health Serviee Aet, 1946, is not yel
fully implemented, but adjustments are being made in the Lght of experience. The main diffi-
culu of inadequate hospital and institutional sceommodation remains, but generally speaking,
progress through the vear has been smooth and this is due to a large extent to the measure of
co-operation w |'|1L|] continues between the Loeal Health Authority, [-hi_. Regional Hospital Board
and other Authorities concerned.

In addition, I would like to mention the members of the County Police Force who have
been called upon during the vear in several difficult cases. Their assistance has always been
readily given and is greatly appreciated by the Offigers of this Local Health Authority.

While the general public may not vet be fully aware of the services provided for thew
under the Mental Health Services Scheme and of the benefit which may be brought to those
suffering from mental illness or defectiveness, there is a growing recognition of its value. l
would like to record my appreciation of the very valuable co-operation between Medical Practi-
tioners, Specialists and others engaged in the field of Mental Health, with the Officers of the
Local Health Authority.

WATER SUPPLIES.

The shortage of materials and long delays in the delivery of fittings and pipes were contri-
butory factors in slowing progress in the provision of piped supplies to existing houses. New works
mainly comprised extensions to new Housing Sites.

A new service to Priston in the Bathavon village area was completed and the supply to
Peasedown augmented. Works were also carried out to provide additional water to Dulverton
and Brushford in the Dulverton Rural Distriet.

Steady progress is being made in the Langport rural area in carrving out Stage 11 of the
Fastern Parishes scheme. The 10in. main from the borehole at Compton Durville to the main
reservoir at Ope Bl was completed and the reservoirs at both places are nearing completion
These works are preliminary to the provision of a supply to the six Eastern Parishes, viz.,
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Compton Dundon, Kingweston, Barton St. David, Keinton Mandeville, Babeary and Charltos
Mackrell. The supplies to Bomerton and Long Sutton will also be augmented and extensions to
Lydford in Shepton Mallet rural and the parishes of Butleigh and Baltonsborough in Wells rural
are possible.

The implementation of schemes is a slow process and although proposals have been approved
respecting supplies for the rural districts of Wells, Shepton Mallet and Frome it may be severul
years before many of the parishes, who are in urgent need, receive any water, As standards of
milk production improve so does the consumption of water inerease. The highest priority should
be given to schemes serving agricultural areas where existing supplies are inadequate and of
doubtful quality. Milk of good keeping quality cannot be produced unless there is a suthicient
supply of wholesome water.

Owing to the prolonged hot and dry period experienced during the summer it was found
necessary to eurtail supplies in the following areas, particularly in the wonths August to the end
of October :—

Urbans—DBridgwater, Glastonbury, Norton Radstock, Shepton Mallet, Taunton, Watchet
and Yeovil.
Rurals —Bathavon, Long Ashton, Wellington and Yeovil.
Shortages were felt in other districts but not to the same extent as in those mentioned.

Throughout the County generally the outlook for the future is very favourable respecting
the existing and potential sources of supply. Taking a line north of the Mendip Hills, the Chew
Valley reservoir when completed will provide s good surplus and act as a safeguard to supplies in
the northern zone.

From other resources of the Bristol Waterworks Company it will also be possible to supple-
ment supplies to the south of the Mendip Hills in the Wells area.

The development of the Ashwick Grove and St. Dunstan’s Well sources in the Shepton
Mallet rural area together with the chiel existing supplies should ensure a sufficiency for the
Shepton Mallet and Frome distriets.

Wincanton's future needs will be met following the joint schemne with Sherborne Rural
District Council.

Supplies in the Yeovil area, which has had to find considerable water to meet the demands
of the Forees. will be secured by the completion of the impounding reservoir at Sutton Bingham,

With the sinking of a further borehole at Combe St. Nicholas together with the water that
abounds in the Tatworth area, the Chard district including Chard Borough, Crewkerne and
Ilminster Urban Disticts should have a sufficient supply.

The yield of the boreholes at Compton Durville is considerable and will serve the
Langport area and augment the supplies to adjoining distriets if found necessary,

The population in the Dulverton area is widely seattered and local supplies will probably
meet all needs.

If Taunton Corporation’s projeet to provide an impounding veservoir at the head of the
River Tone in the parish of Clatworthy matures this will not only meet the future vequirements
of the Borough's statutory area but will help to angment and safeguard the future needs of the
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Williton and Wellington Distriets and Watchet.  Minehead eould also be served but at the
moment is well catered for by the large reservoir at Nutscale. The requirements of the eastern
part of Taunton rural will cease to cause anxiety if the proposed impounding reservoir at Rutters
leigh is eventualiy construeted. This source could also augment supplies to the south-eastern
part of the Bridgwater Rural District.

The Bridgwater district is served by the two reservoirs at Ashford and Durleigh: to meet
any inerease in consumption the needs could possibly be met by water from either Taunton
Corporation’s projected new source to which reference has been made or from the Bristol Water-
works’ resources in the Cheddar Valley. The latter source could doubtless augment supplies to
the Burnham and Highbridge, Weston-super-Mare and Axbridge areas if ru:]uirud.

Details of the works carried out during the year by the district authorities together with
proposals under consideration are as follows:—

Urban Areas.
IRIDGWATER. An 8in. main was laid linking Durleigh Road to Hamp to increase the pressuve
in the area. (This work is part of the High Level Scheme.)
Other than extensions to new housing sites no new works arve contemplated.

The supply had to be restricted during August,

Burxaam. A stand-by pumping set at the Borehole Site was provided and defective lengths of
pipes in the distribution system were replaced.

A geographical survey for a new borehole was made.

It is proposed to provide a new borehole 1t Winscombe and lay a new main to the seivice
reservoir at an estimated cost of £5,500.

CHARD., No extensions or works were carried out during the year but it is proposed to suppic-
ment the supply to the High Level Zone as the vield from the existing well is o low as Lo cause
S0IIE CONCErn.

CrevepoN., No extensions or works were carried out during the year but consideration is being
given to the provision of a supply to Norton's Wood and Kenn Pier.

CrewkiERNE. Improvement works in the collection of water at the souree were carried out at
Wayford.

Frosme. 3in. mains were laid to supply the Woodland Road housing site and property at White-
well Road.

GrastoNsury. A Booster Plant on the West Pennard trunk main was provided and a pumping
station with duplicate plant was erected over No. 2 Borchole at West Compton.  Works in hand
include the provision of a new High Level Reservoir and mains for supplying the higher parts of
the area and the provision of a Booster Plant for inereasing the pressure in the Low Level System.

A scheme for supplving the Brindham and Wick areas at an estimated cost of £10,250 has
been submitted to the Ministry of Health.

A shortage of water was experienced and the hours of supply had to be limited from Augusy
t. the end of October,



47
MixgHEAD. 100 vards of 3in. main was laid at Hopeott Close to improve the pressure.
Consideration is being given to the whole question of distribution and grouping of the
water storage together with adequate sterilisation of the sources of supply.
Nortox Rapsrock. Owing to depreciation several services have had to be renewed and exten-
sions were provided to new housing sites,

It is proposed to extend the 3in. main at Underhill Lane for 150 yards to serve property
now in course of construction and to supplement the 3in. main in the Wells Road area by approxi-
mately 1,500 yvards of 6in main.

Owing to the abnormally dry summer months supplies had to be curtailed in the evenings.
PorTisHEaD. Extensions have been made to serve new housing sites.

SuerTox Mapter. Several small mains extensions are in hand, principally in connection with
the Housing Estate at Ridgeway.

It is hoped to commence work shortly on the loop main from West Shepton via Hitchen
Lane to Ridgeway.

In consequence of the dry summer supplies had to be restricted.

STreeT. The sanction of the Ministry of Health was obtained to relaying 7,840 yards of the 15in.
main from Rodney Stoke to Street.

Tavsrox. The laying of 14 miles of 12in. diameter pipe in the Borough was completed during
the year and has greatly improved the distribution system.

Consideration is being given to the provision of a new source at the head of the River Tone
in the parish of Clatworthy in the Williton Rural District.

Owing to the very droughty summer supplies were cut off from 5 p.m. to 6 a.m. from the
end of August to the end of October.

Warcaer. Owing to the diminishing yield of the springs due to the long dry summer i1t was
found necessary to curtail supplics.

Weston-surer-Mare.  New distribution mains were laid to supply new houses in the Martindale,
Alexandra and Bournville Estates.

Future proposals include : —

Estimated
cost.
=
Distribution mains to the Summerlands Estate 5,440
12in. Trunk Main from Waterworks, Milton Road to Hill Road ... 7,000
Extension of distribution main from Sand Bay to Sand Point e 3,000
Extension of distribution main from Kewstoke Road to Norton 2,400
Provision of distribution mains to the Bournville and Preanes Green
Estates.

Owing to a shortage of water, supplies had to be curtailed from the end of August to late
Cletolmer.



Rural Areas.

Axprince. At Congresbury in the Brinsea ayrea 2,220 yards 2in. main were laid. Chemical
cleansing of existing mains was carried out at Blagdon where approximately 2,600 yards 3in. main
were treated. 1t 1s proposed to continue this work in the area and a further 3.200 yards will be
treated in the coming vear.

350 yards 3in, and 1,057 yards lin. main will be laid at Locking at an estimated cost of
£860.

Bargavox. A supplementary supply was afforded to Peasedown St. John and the supply to
the parish of Priston was also completed. Arrangements have been made with the statutory under-
takers for extensions to supply housing sites in Batheaston, Englishcombe, Monkton Combe and
Weston.

During the coming year it is hoped to put in a modifiecd suppiy to Newton St. Loe and
Swineford and negotiations are taking place to provide a supply to Compton Dando.

The scheme for supplyving Dunkerton village, estimated Lo cost £5,700 1s to be placed before
the Ministry of Health for approval.

Owing to the very dry summer it was found necessary to curtail supplies at Bathampton.
Certain private supplies failed and an emergency service had to be operated.

BripcwarTEr. No extensions or improvement to supplies were carried out during the year.
Approval has been given to the Over Stowey scheme and the work will soon be commenced.

Cuaarp. Works carvied out during the yvear comprise a zecond borehole at Pole lue, Combe St.
Nicholas;, a new pumping station at Stowell, Tatworth, and an cxtension of the 2in. main at
Barrvington Hill, Broadway.

Future proposals include :— Estimated
cost.
£

Installation of pumping equipment at Stowell pumping station 1,363

3in. extension to Newtown, Buckland St. Mary 1,234

3in. extension to Moolham Housing Site, Dowlish Wake 212
3in. extensions to Golden Fleece, Tatworth, and to Bridge, Ammerham

and Winsham E 2. 550

A scheme is being prepared for a 3in. branch main to Roundham, West Crewkerne, and it
is hoped to complete the proposals for the Regional Augmentation Scheme.

Crurron. The 3in. main was extended from Old Mills to Boxbury Hill, Paulton, a distance
of 607 yards. A 3in. temporary main was also laid from Meadgate to Hock, Timsbury to connect
up with the Bathavon Rural Distriet Couneil supply.

It is hoped that work will be commenced shortly on the Chew Stoke Reservoir, which, when
completed, will afford supplies to many areas in the distriet.

Dunverron. Additional springs have been brought in to angment the supplies to Dulverton
and Brushford. The Ministry of Health have approved the proposals to supply Huish Champ-
flower at an estimated cost of £3,400,
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Frome. No extensions or new works were carrvied out during the year,

Work will be commenced shortly on the Faulkland extension which will provide a supply to
the parish of Hemington, the estimated cost of which is £22,551.

Preparations arve being made of schemes to supply Lullingten, Laverton and a part of
Beckington with water from the Westbury Water Board and to take a bulk supply from Shepton
Mallet Rural Distriet Council to serve the whole western area of the district.

Lancrorr. Work on Stage II of the Eastern Parishes Scheme was continued during the year,
The 10in. main from Compton Durville to One Elm was completed and the reservoirs at Compton
Durville and One Elm are almost finished and ready for testing.

It is hoped that Stage 111 of the Eastern Parishes Scheme will be commenced at the end
of 1950. This work will afford supplies to the parishes of Compton Dundon, Kingweston, Barton
St. David, Keinton Mandeville, Babcary, Charlton Mackrell and augment the supply to Long
Sutton and Somerton. The starting date, however, has yet to be fixed by the Ministry of Health.

Loxg AsnroxN. The following improvements of supplies were made during the year:

KNenn—extension of 3in. main from the Yatton Parvochial supply towards Kenn Court
Farm.

Euston-in-Gordano—extension of the Portishead Water Company’s 3in. main from Mark-
ham to Haberfield.

Ningston Seymour—extension of the Yatton Parochial supply to the centre of the village.

extension of the DBristol Waterworks Company's main along Highridge

Bishopswaurth
Common.

Backwell—extension of the Council's main to the hamlet of Downside,

Proposals under consideration inciude :— Estimated
cost.
X
Yatton—new borehole, pumping plant and station and increased storage - 15,100
Ningston Seymowr—further main extensions from the centre of the village L-::-
the outer areas of the Yatton Parochial Supply .. 2,050

Burrow Guwrney—extension of Bristol Water Company’s main to Hauuw Hlll

and district 7,274
Duwndry—provision of mains Iu ]Jundn lnr thc- Fh ]'-1'..[1-' ‘ﬂ atonmrka {mu;'-'un e L |
T'ickenham—Extension of the Clevedon Water Company's main to Stone Edge

Batch and Tickenham Hill : 2 680

Clapton-tn-Gordano—extension of Por Llalu,m W ;;,Lw Lmnpam & main to nll:lgt' 9,387
North Weston—provision of main supply by Portishead Water Company to
Redcliffe Bay area ... - 21,218

Due to the drying up of wells and springs in the Barrow Hill, Barrow Gurney, and
Clapton-in-Gordano districts an emergency service had to be operated.
SHEPTON Manper. No exténsions or new works were carried out during the year.

The Ministry of Health. gave approval to the Ashwick Grove and St. Dunstan’s Well Joint
Water Scheme with the Frome Rural District Couneil which will augment the existing supplies and
afford a bulk supply to the Frome R.D.C.
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Tavxton. Extensions of mains were made to housing sites at West Monkton, Creech St.
Michael and Bishops Hull.

Future proposals include the provision of main supplies to the parishes of Cheddon Fitz-
paine, Churchstanton, Creech St. Michael, Durston, Kingston, Otterford, Pitminster, Stoke BSt.
Mary, Tolland, West Hatch and West Monkton.

WeLLingToN, At Chipstable the mains were relaid and extended.

Ministry of Health sanction has been given to the mains extension from Bradford to Hill-
farrance, Oake and Hillcommon and an investigation is being made into a possible source of supply
for the vitlage of Waterrow.

Owing to shortage it was found necessary to haul water to premises in Ashbrittle, Langford
Budville, Sampford Arundel, Wellington Without, and Wiveliscombe Without.

WeLLs. A main supply has been afforded to Walton and extensions have been made in Wookey
and Draycott to supply new housing sites. A portable chlorination plant was purchased for use
at Baltonsborough in times of shortage.

Ministry of Health approval has been given to provide temporary village schemes at
Wookey, Draycott and Coxley, and the preparation of main schemes for Meare, Rodney Stoke,
Westbury, Easton, Wookey and Coxley are nearly completed.

Wixcasron. A short 4in. main was laid to improve the supply at Sandycombe, Templecombe,
and a new main laid to replace an old serviee main to Overdene Farm. Surplus water from the
Sigwells springs was conneeted to the Sparkford and Queen Camel system.

A comprehensive scheme, in conjunction with Sherborne Hural Distriet Council, is being
prepared and it is hoped will shortly receive the sanction of the Ministry of Health. When com-
pleted it should provide the whole district with sufficient water for its needs.

Yeovie, A scheme for suppiving the village ¢f Closworth has been cempleted and the Odcombe
Reservoir will shortly be finished. Work has also started on the laying of 3,600 yards Sin. main
and 900 vards 6in. to llchester.

Ministry of Health sanction is awaited to the comprehensive scheme comprising an im-
pounding reservoir at Sutton Bingham and large trunk mains linking up most of the existing
mains.

Owing to the prolonged dry spell it was found recessary to restrict supplies to a number
wi parishes,

SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

Works of sewerage were mainly confined to extensions to serve new housing estates. Some
of these entail the laying of sewers well over half a mile in length.

No works were begun on new schemes or on new purification plant during the year. The
disposal works at Wincanton were completed during the year and as a result the condition of the
River Cale has vastly improved.

In a circular issued in 1947 the Ministry intimated that approval would not be given for the
immediate execution of schemes if the cost per house exceeded £120 and even at this figure only in
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exceptional cases. Prices still tend to rise, however, and where the flat nature of the ground neces-
sitates the pumping of sewage, schemes submitted show that the cost per house may amount to £250
or more than double that to which the Ministry will give approval.

Water closets and water carriage systems can no longer be looked upon as amenities any more
than a piped supply of wholesome water. Unfortunately the small number of houses in villages
and theirr gencral straggling nature makes the provision of main sewerage a costly matter. 1f the
standard of samitation of the rural dweller 1s to be brought up to the level of that of his urban
neighbour, finances will have to be adjusted to case the burden on the rural authorities,

Works carried out during the year and schemes under consideration are as follows:—
Urban Areas.
Bripcwarez. No new works or extensions of sewers were made during the year but it is pro-

posed to provide a sewer from the river via Salmon Lane and Penzoy Avenue to the southern
portion of the Sydenham Housing Estate,

CHarp, The work of extending and reconstrueting the sewage disposal works has been com-
pleted.

CLeveboN. Work has been commenced on the laying of 970 yards of 18in. sewer to serve houses
on the Meadow Road site.

A scheme is being prepared to serve 157 properties on the new housing estate.

CREWKERNE. No new works or extensions have been made during the year but future proposals
include the substitution of the existing broad irrigation system by a sewage disposal works at an
estimated cost of £25,000.

FromMe. Works of sewerage were completed to serve 30 houses at Rossiters Hill, 60 at Broadway
and 17 at Whitewell Road.

Consideration is still being given to the reconstruction of the outfall sewer and purification
works,

GrastoxpurY. The relaying of the sewer in Benedict Street, provision of a new sewer from the
Windmill Housing Site and remedial works at the Northload Bridge Fumping Station were com-
pleted during the year,

The Council’s Consulting Engineers are preparing a scheme for a new disposal works to
deal with the town sewage and trade effluents from two skin-dressing factories,

An extension of the sewer on the Wells Road to serve the Cemetery Lodge and properties
adjoining will shortly be carried out.

Norroxy Rapstock. Extensions of sewers were made to serve new housing sites at Glebelands,
Walton and Writhlington.
Consideration is still being given to the provision of a sewerage scheme for the Thicket Mead

area, Midsomer Norton.

Porrisuean. Sewers have been laid to serve the West Hill Housing Site and the surface water
sewer in Church Road South has been relaid.
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STREET. An agreement has been entered into with the Wells Rural District Council to receive
and treat the sewage from the parish of Walton.

Tavsron. The removal of the sewage disposal works to a site at Ham is under consideration,

WerLiNgToN,  Progress is being made with the extension of the works at Mitchells Pool and
these should be completed in 1950,

Weston-surer-Mare. Foul and surface water sewers were laid to serve 138 houses and flats on
the Bournville Housing Estate.

Yeovie. A Public Inquiry was held in August following an application for loan sanction to
borrow the sum of £208,202 to provide for new sewage disposal works.

Rural Areas,

Axeripce. No new works or extensions were carried out during the year but future proposals
include schemes for Axbridge and Cross and Congresbury and district at estimated costs of £37,000
and £41,600 respectively.

Bataavon. Good progress has been made with the sewering of Peasedown St. John and the
construction of the temporary sewage works has commenced.

A scheme for sewering Freshford at an estimated cost of £15,000 is about to be submitted to
the Ministry of Health and authority to go to tender is awaited for the Wellow, Camerton and
Dunkerton scheme. Schemes are also being prepared to serve the London Road area of Bathford
and the south-western portion of Peasedown St. John.

BrincwaTER. No new works or extensions have been made but the disposal works at Weston-
zoyland and Middlezoy have been taken over from the Air Ministry.

The Northern Parishes scheme is ready for submission to the Ministry of Health.

CrrrroN. The Pitway Lane sewer in Farrington Gurney was extended for a distance of 200
vards.

It 1s proposed to lay a new sewer at Paulton to conneet with the Bathavon Rural District
Council’s extension at Camerton.

Frome. No new works or extensions were carried out but consideration is being given to the
provision of schemes for Norton St. Philip and Beckington.

Lanarort. Progress is being made with the Somerton Sewerage Extension Scheme but it is not
expected that the works will be completed until latz in 1951 owing to delays caused by lack of
labour.

Love AsuroN. Work has commenced on the eonstruction of the new rising main to the =ea
outfall and the installation of more powerful pumps at the Yatton sewage pumping station. Minor
extensions were also made to serve new housing estates.

Schemes have been prepared and submitted to the Ministry of Health for approval for
Portbury, Nailsea and Kenn at estimated costs of £5,200, £83,000 and £5.720 vespectively. A tender
has been accepted for additions and improvements to Cambridge House disposal works and works
of sewerage and sewage disposal at Flax Bourton are contemplated.
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Sueeroy Mawper. No new works or extensions were carried out other than these necessary to
serve new Council houszes. The Couneil’s Consulting Engineers have been instructed to prepare
detailed proposals for new and improved sewerage systems at Gurney Slade, Croscombe, Stoke
Lane and Stratton-on-Fosse, and negotiations have been opened to acquire the Oakhill Sewage
Disposal works,

An investigation has started into the possibilities of improving the sewering at Evercreech
as the present system is causing some concern.

Tavsrox. New disposal works were constructed to serve the parish of Corfe.

WeLLixgTon., The reconstruction of the Style Sewage Works at Wiveliscombe and the extension
of sewers to Langley were commenced at the end of the year and proposals for a sewerage scheme
for West Buckland at an estimated cost of £6,000 is to be submitted to the Ministry of Health.

Plans are being prepared for the reconstruction of the Milverton Sewage Disposal Works
and the Hillsmoor works at Wiveliscombe and provision of sewers and sewage disposal works at
Bradford-on-Tone, Fitzhead, Sampford Arundel and Langford Budville is to be made.

WeLLs. To abate a nuisance a sewage ditch at Pear Tree Farm has been piped.

Future propoesals include the provision of sewerage and sewage disposal works at Draycott,
Rodney Stoke, Easton, Westbury, Walton and Baltonshorough.

Wixcanton. The new works at Wincanton have been completed, A small extension was made
at Newtown, Milborne Port and considerable progress has been made in searching for and curing
the infiltration into the sewers in this distriet.

A scheme is being prepared for Templecombe and consideration is being given to schemes
for North Cheriton and Sutton Montis.

Yeovin, The sewage disposal works at Chilthorne Domer are nearing completion.

A scheme for the erection of a disposal works at Ilchester at a cost of £22,000 has been
approved by the Ministry of Health.

Schemes of sewerage and sewage disposal are also in course of preparation for the parishes
of Hazelbury Plucknett and Mudford.

RIVER POLLUTION,

In spite of the long hot and dry summer comparatively few complaints were received. The
loss of fish life was also small when compared with previous vears. The worst case was connected
with the River Parrvett at Thorney. On investigation there was no evidence of pollution and it
was concluded that the cause had been the drawing of hatches to permit of river bank repairs, the
low level of the water running at the time, coupled with the high atmespherie temperature.

The worst affected rivers in the County arve the Brue, Yeo, Tone, Frome and Axe and constant
supervision has been maintained to see that the existing purification plants treating the wastes

discharging to these rivers were working as efliciently as circumstances would permit.

A rveview of the conditions of the five main rvivers in the County is appended.
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River Axe. The trade waste effluent from the St. Cuthbert's Paper Mills at Wookey, Wells,
discharges into the river. The condition of the Axe was found to be deteriorating in 1938. Due to
little improvement being effected, permission was sought from the Ministry of Health to take pro-
ceedings against the Company in July, 1943, but this was refused.

Following this action, however, permits were granted for new plant to be installed at the
Mill in 1945/46. This and the supply of better raw material, has resulted in the condition of the
river showing some improvement. Conditions, although not vet satisfactory, continue to improve
as the treatment of the trade waste is varied following the results of research work being carried
out at the Mills by the ““Paper Board and the Paper Mill Research Board”.

The research workers have been kept informed of the results of previous samples taken from
the river and the mill efluent and discussions take place with them on points of mutual interest
which may arise during their work.

River Brue. Since before the war this stream has been polluted by the trade wastes from the
factories of A. Baily & Co., Ltd., and Clark, Son & Morland, Ltd., of Glastonbury. From the
outbreak of war the conditions have gradually become worse. After negotiations between the two
firms and the Glastonbury Corporation appeared to be somewhat protracted respecting the dis-
charge of the trade wastes into a proposed new sewerage system, it was decided to seek the permis-
sion of the Ministry of Health to take proceedings against the two firms in October, 1948. Consent
however was withheld.

The premises of the two Companies adjoin one another. At each the treatment of sheep-
skins forms the main part of the wet processing. The trade waste treatment works at both premises
have been inadequate for some years so that the effluents which are discharged have a high oxygen
demand. The efluents discharge into a mill streamm which forms the source of both firms’ water
supply. In time of drought all the water flowing in the mill stream is required by the factories
for their processing, so that the mill stream below the factories consists of partially treated trade
waste efluent. The mill stream in this area provides the only means of watering a large acreage
of land grazed mainly by dairy cattle. Repeated complaints are received from the stock owners
who allege that the condition of the mill stream 1s having a harmful effect on the health of the
cattle.

Both firms and the Glastonbury Borough Council, in whose area they are situated, have
agreed in principle to the construction of a combined Trade Waste and Domestic Sewage Disposal
Works. Negotiations begun in June, 1947, are still continuing but it is hoped that agreement on
one or two outstanding details will soon be reached. The Glastonbury Borough Council have, in
an endeavour to reduce delay, commenced enguiries for the purchase of the necessary land. The two
firms agreed, without prejudice, each to contribute approximately one quarter of the cost of cleans-
ing the mill stream from the factory site to where it joins the River Brue approximately 11 miles
away.

In June and July losses of fish life were reported at Cold Harbour and above the weir at
one of the skin-dressing factories. No evidence was obtained that these losses were attributable to
operations at either of the factories. The most probable cause was the de-oxygenation of the stream
caused by the low flow and high atmospheric temperature.

River Frome—Frome U.D.C. SEwace Works., Pollution of the river where it passes through
and below the town of Frome has been known to oceur intermittently since 1937. Representations
were made to the various persons concerned and partial improvements effected. In 1945 a detailed
survey of the river in the area where it passes through the town was made. Trade wastes found to
be discharging into the river at this time were, with the co-operation of the firms concerned and the
Local Authority, connected to the public sewers.
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The greater problem of the inadequacy of the Sewage Works however remains for the
partial treatment to some of the sewage and the total absence of any treatment to a considerable
portion of the sewage flow is having a serious effect on the river.

Continuous representations have been made to the Loecal Authority to treat the construction
of new Sewage Disposal Works as urgent but although the Ministry of Health have given agree-
ment in prineiple to proposals submitted by the former, there has been considerable delay. It is
understood that the Consulting Engineers are at present engaged in the preparation of works on
the lines agreed by the Ministry of Health,

This is a most serious case which is aggravated by the very low river flow in times of
drought.

River Toxe. Four discharges into the river hetween Wellington and Creech St. Michael, near
Taunton, have been found to have bad effects upon the river. The present position from the highest
peint upstream is as follows :—

For Bros,, Wellington, The effect on the river of the partially treated trade waste from
cloth-making has been under more detailed consideration since 1946,

At the suggestion of my Department the Company was asked to obtain the opinion of
the Water Pollution Research Board on the practicability of further treating the effluent in the
adjoining Sewage Works of the Wellington U.D.(C. and to ask the latter the conditions under which
they would accept the Company’s efluent. As the W.P.R.B. considered this suggestion a practic-
able one, the Company and U.D.C. arranged for a report from the latter’s Consulting Engineers
upon the extent of the work which would be involved.

Pannton Gasworks, Taunton. Routine sampling of the River Tone between 1945 - 1947 below
the Gasworks revealed that the oxygen demand of the river became markedly greater when periods
of low river flow coincided with prolonged high temperatures.

The Advisory Chemist to the Liquor Committee of the Gas Works Industry, who was
asked for an opinion, suggested that if a new plant for treating the liguor was installed the effluent
should then be suitable for discharge to the public sewers.

It is stated that an order has been placed for this plant but under present conditions
it is not expected to be in use until the beginning of the summer, 1951.

Taunton Borough Councid Sewage Waorks., The size of the Sewage Works was accepted some
vears ago by the Borough Council as being inadequate to deal with the volume of sewage received
at the Works., A scheme was prepared in 1939 and a Publie Inguiry held but the proposals had of
necessity to be shelved owing to the War., The matter has been further considered sinece 1945 and
discussions have taken place with the Ministry of Health. The Corporation hope to be able to
submit their new scheme to the Ministry in the near future.

Due to a considerable amount of the sewage being discharged into the river after only
brief sedimentation the river is in almost a septic condition for some distance below the Sewage
Works.

Crecel Nt. Michae! Paper Mills. The prolonged hot dry weather during this summer has
led to complaints that the viver was giving off olinoxious smells below the Paper Mills. The Paper
Mills, whose water supply is taken from the River Tone which is previously affected by the effluent
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‘from the Taunton Borough Council Sewage Works, further contaminates the river in its trade pro-
cessing.  The Paper Mill Company have agreed to effect improvements in their methods of
treatment.

In July houscholders living near the river between Burrowbridge and Knapp, Curry
Rivel, complained of an offensive smell from the river. Immediately prior to the commencement
of the nuisance torrential rain had fallen after six weeks’ drought and apparently accumulations
had been built up during this period and had then been swept downstream with the scourings of
dried surface water ditches. Arrangements were made to cut the prolific weed growth between
Creech St. Michael and Knapp to improve the flow of the river and to clean out the diteh taking
part of the drainage from Creech St. Michael and which runs into the north effluent channel of the
Creech St. Michael Paper Mills,

In June dead fish were observed in the river between Fire Pool Lock and Taunton Gas
Works. No unusual operations had taken place in the establishments abutting the river and no
evidence of pollution could be found. A dead pike was examined but showed no trace of poisoning
and it was assumed that the de-oxygenation of the river brought about by the low flow and high
atmospherie temperature had killed the fish.

An investigation was made into the foul condition of Mount Stream at the Somerset
County Cricket Ground. It was found that water from sheepskin soaking pits at a tannery had
been discharged from the works premises into a culvert which led into the stream, Negotiations

were made to discharge the efluent from the pits into the public sewer and the work was put in
hand.

River Yeo—YroviL BoroveH Covscin Sewace Works, The Sewage Works of this Couneil have
been grossly overloaded for many years. The result has been that large volumes of untreated
domestic sewage and trade waste have been discharged into the river in which the flow of dilution
water i1s not only small in volume but sluggish. Repeated representations have been made to the
Borough Council for them to carry out satisfactory treatment to the whole of the sewage. Consider-
able delays have occurred but it is now learned that the outlined scheme submitted by the Council
was accepted in principle by the Ministry of Health in September. On this authority the Counecil
have given instructions to the Consulting Engineers to prepare detailed proposals for submission
to the Ministry.

Dead fish were observed in the river at Chudleigh's Fleur Mills in July and an investiga-
tion was made. Difficulty was experienced in that there was a delay of several days between the
date the fish were observed to be dying and the receipt of the complaint by my Department. The
dead fish had first been observed several hours afer a rainstorm which was the first for six weeks.
The condition of the surface water sewer as a result of the prolonged drought may have been a con-
tributory factor but no evidence of pollution could be ascertained.

CaxNiNcToN Brook. Early in the yvear the Bridgwater Rural District Council informed the
County Council that whey was being discharged into the Brook from a dairy. The seriousness of
thiz action was pointed out to the Manager who promptly arranged to block the draing near the
whey tank which were connected to the Brook. There has since been no recurrence of whey discharge.

River Parrerr. Complaints were received in June that a heavy loss of fish life had oceurred
in the vicinity of Thorney Bridge and Thorney Flour Mill. No evidence could be found to suggest
that there had been pollution of the river water., At about this time the hatches at Thorney Mill
had been drawn to permit repair of the river bank wall at Kingsbury Episcopi. The small quantity
of water in the river above and below the mill, coupled with the prolonged high atmospheric tem-
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perature, seemrad the obvious cause of the loss of fish life. Requests were made that should any fish
be seen in difficulty the hatches would be opened to permit a greater volume of water to pass down
the river.

In July information was received that lime water was being discharged into the King
Sedgemoor Drain at Dunball from a Lime Hydration Plant. It was found that there was a con-
siderable deposit of dime on the bed of the river at the point of discharge. 1t was considered that
whilst this lime deposit would not necessarily be harmful to fish life the cumulative effect over a
number of years would not be beneficial to the river. The firm concerned constructed a settling
tank which considerably reduced the solids in suspension and the lime water being discharged
should have no harmful effects.

River Laxp Yeo. In June the Somerset Rivers Catchment Board complained that oil was
being discharged into the river at Clevedon. Investigation showed that an engineering firm, whose
premises adjoin the river, had an accumulation of workshop refuse, which included ocily metal
turnings and rags, near the river bank and oil was seeping from the dump into the river. BSink
waste also from the Works Canteen was discharging directly into the river. Arrangements were
made to have the dump removed and later in the vear the drain outlet from the canteen was con-
nected to the sewer. No further complaints were received and subsequent vizits showed the nuisance
to be satisfactorily abated.

GENERAL CoMMmeNTs. Details of the work earried out by my Department arve given in the Appen-
dix. The figures only allude to the five main rivers and do not include the many inspections made
of other streams in the County. This summary shows that long continued and strenuous efforts
have been made, very frequently without any real suecess, to improve the position.

It is correct to say that, in general, the state of these rivers in the County is worse now
than it was ten years ago, and that, as far as we can judge, the conditions show a steady deteriora-
tion.

Such circumstances and conditions are grossly unfair to the agricultural interests in the
lands abutting these rivers and watered by them. Similarly, they are detrimental to the general
amenitics of the associated countryside. ’

In my view, the effect on the milk supply under these conditions is that cattle simply refuse
to drink such polluted water, and that, as a result of inadequate drinking supplies, the cattle must
suffer in their general health and in their physiological reactions. Such cireumstances must have
a deleterious effect on the milk yield.

Finally the continuing and the increasing degree of pollution, with ineffective and tediously
slow methods to control it, has given rise not only to serious practical difficulties in agriculture but
also to much proper irritation and indignation.

It is evident that due consideration must be given to the various interests involved in these
matters. I is equally evident that such cirenmstances should not be allowed to drag on indefinitely.

In my opinion it is desivable that first priority should be given by the Ministry to any
scheme or works required in Somerset to remedy conditions of gross pollution.

Consequent to the River Boards Act, 1948, River Boards have been formed which in the
ensuing year will take over the County Council’s functions regarding river pollution. The two
main Boards established whose arveas will cover the greater part of the County are the Somerset
River Board and the Bristol Avon River Doard,
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APPENDIX.

Aetron taken regarding Conditions in the Five Hivers.

River AxE (Wookey).

Visits paid from September, 1940 ., 45
Samples taken from February, 1946 ETH
Letters sent ... a1
Interviews ... 30

River Bruve (Glastonbury Arvea).

Visits paid from June, 1940 ... i) ol S
Ramples taken from May, 1940 AT
Letters sent ... e 180
Interviews ... SCa AT

River Frome (Frome Area).

Visite paid from SBeptember, 1942 45
samples taken from September, 1945 36
Letters sent ... 7 31
Interviews ... 30

River Toxe (Taunton and Wellington Yrea).

Visite paid from December, 1942 74
Samples taken from January, 1944 ... (i3
Letters sent ... o bd
Interviews ... 41

River Yeo (Yeovil Area).

Visits paid from September, 1944 .. 28
Samples taken from August, 1944 .. 43
Letters sent ... a2

Interviews ... 7
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HOUSING.

The insufficiency of houses to meet the growing demands is still giving Housing Author-
ities mueh goncern. Notwithstanding more houses being built and very few being demolished
the list of applicants still remains a formidable one. During the year Local Authorities erected
1,945 houses, a decrease of 83 on the previous year, and those built by private enterprise
numbered 350, exceeding the 1948 figure by 168. Conversions of dwellings into flats and temn-
porary tenements provided 371 new homes, making a grand total of 2,666, an increase of 40 over
the previous year.

Houses in eourse of erection by Loeal Authorities and private enterprise number 1,708,
Applicants for houses in the County total 20,881,

New houses erected and in course of erection, both temporary and permanent, and the
numiber of conversions that have been garried out are shown in Table XVII. The nuwmber of
houses required to replace those unfit, to abate overcrowding and other conditions are given in
Table XVIII together with the number of applicants for houses,

The task of Local Authorities is, to say the least, formidable as apart fromn those on the
waiting lists approximately 11,000 houses are required to replace those unfit and to abate over-
crowding, ete. As further houses are inspeeted, to complete the survey in being in the rural
distr.cts, this figure will be added to and if new homes are provided at the rate shown in 1949
it will take at least 12 years to meet the requirements of new applicants, to rehouse those living
in unfit premises and to abate overerowding. It will be observed in Table XVIII that 662 houses
Licensed to be ocgupied which have been condemned as totally unfit. Many of the conditions
under which these people are living are very bad indeed.

The Housing Act, 1949, was placed on the statute book and came into being on the 30th
Juiy, 1949. Briefly, the Aet provides for the tollowing:—Removal of references to the working
¢lasses from eertain provisions of the Housing Act, 1936; the quashing of certain Demolition
Orders; the preservation of certain houses unfit for human habitation; the power of Local
Authorities to make advances for ingreasing housing accommodation ; the power of Local Author-
ities to provide laundry faeilities and also to sell furniture to persons housed by, or by arrange-
ment with, them ; the aequisition of land for the improvement of housing accommodation; the
revival of the power to make byelaws as to the number of persons permitted to oceupy working
cluss houses and other items generally. Part LI of the Act deals with financial assistance to-
wards housing accormmodation and provides for exchequer contributions for improvement of
housing aceommodation by Loeal Authorities and Development Corporations. It provides for
grants by Local Authorities for the improvement of housing accommodation by persons other
than the Loeal Authority and reintroduces the prineiples contained in the Housing (Lural
Workers) Agts which lapsed in 1945. The Loeal Authorities for the purposes of this part of the
Act are Borough, Urban Distriet or Rural District Councils. The grants made are equal to a
half of the cost of the works with a limit of £300 for the reconditioning of one dwelling. The
cost of the works must amount to not less than £100 and not exceed £600 exeept in certain cir-
cutnstances.  Standards are preseribed to which the houses must conform when the works have
been completed. The Ministry makes a grant equal to three-quarters of the loan ¢harges to the
Local Authorities coneerned. The rent chargeable to the tenant must be that paid prior to the
connnencement of the reconditioning works plis 69 on the cost borne by the owner,
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I'he rest of the Act deals with exchequer contributions for new houses and hostels aud
grants for building experiments and also for miscellanecus aimendments to the law.

Rural Housing Survey.
The progress made during 19M9 is set out in Table XIX. The following figures illustrate

the progress made towards the completion of the Survey by each Logal Authority during 1949,
The relative percentage figure for 1948 is also given :—

19445 19449 1948 1949
% % %o %o

Wells 100 100 Wellington 47.7 61.7
Taunton 8.1 100 Wineanton a4 G61.6
Dulverton 4.4 100 Axbridge ... 48.3 55.9
Williton 66.1 08.6 Bathavon 58.2 54.5
Frome s O6.4 06.4 Shepton Mallet ... 46.8 47.5
Yeovil 85.7 85.7 Langport 40.7 40.7
Long Ashton 83.7 83.7 Clutton 39.2 30.2
Bridgwater (0.5 70.4 Chard 111 § 13.8

It is difficult to assess the merit value of these figures in view of the faect that some
Authorities are carrying out a comprehensive inspection and taking each house in turn whilst
others are making a more cursory survey in order to sort out the worst houses first and leave
those that may fall into the minor defects category until last. The total number of houses
inspected during 1949 is 29,615, 2,712 having been surveyed during the year. It will be
observed from column 8 of the table that 4,867 houses or 16.49, were found satisfactorv in all
respects.  Those found unfit (ecolumn 20) number 7,345 or 24.89,.

If those houses unfit, namely 7,345 are added to those requiring extensive repair or strue-
tural alterations, viz. 10,919 (column 14) a total of 18.264 is obtained. This represents 61.79,
of the total houses inspected. Those considered suitable for grant amount to 2,311 (column 16},
equalling 7.89, of the total number surveyed. Although grants are now made under the Hous-
ing Act, 1949, the old heading has been used to keep the SBurvey in line with the Hobhouse
Report.

Of the 43,928 houses coming within the Survey, 16,308 rema‘n to be examined and unless
the inspection can be stepped up appreciably it will take over six vears at the present rate to
complete the task which will practically make the information obtained valueless as there will
have been a lapse of approximately eleven years between the start and eompletion of the Survey.
I would emphasise the need for the speeding up of the Survey as it is impossible for Loeal
Authorities to assess their commitments with regard to replacemsents and reconditioning unless
they have an overall picture of housing in their respective areas. The fact that houses requir-
ing structural alteration or are unfit amount to 63% of the total inspected is a matter of grave
anxiety, and whilst it is essential to push on with new houses one cannot lay too mueh stress on
the fact that houses now in the minor defects class will fall into the next cluss where 1najor
works are required unless something is done to aorest deterioration and decay. DPeople living
in these houses arve justified in asking “Why should I not have the same amenities as those
provided for the tenants of new houses. ™’
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The payment of Development Charges for the improvement of dwellings by adding fur-
ther accommodation is likely to be a deterrent snd it is hoped that this will be considered by the
responsible Authorities as it reacts unfavourably on the work of Public Health Officials in their
endeavours to provide better living conditions. The subsidy offered by the Housing Aet, 1949
will help to bridge the gap between the economie rent and the rent paying eapacity of the tenant
and it is hoped that many owners will avail themselves of this opportunity to improve their dwell-
ings. The attitude to elderly owners and owner occupiers who own property of a sub-standard
type considered suitable for reconditioning should be sympathetic and any loans that ean be
made available by the Loeal Authority to assist them apart from the grant should be divulgedd
and thus ease the worry which many with only slender means are bound to experience. Low
rents and high cost of repairs have undoubtedly been retarding fagtors in works of improvement.
With this new legislation it is hoped that the position will be somewhat eased.
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TABLIL XVII.

Houses in course | Conversion to
: Houses erected by of erection by Flats, etc
Local Authority. |
LA. | PR L.A. P.E. L.A. P.E.

URBAN AREAS. " | R SN
Bridgwater 87 | 12 100 g 4 20
jurnham-on-Sea 2 14 | 4 | 4 205 10
Chard E 22 2| 12 ] o) 1 i
Clevedon o 24 ‘u:' 27 | 1 — 16
Crewkerne i) i) ) g | o ISt 1
Frome 13 0 102 10 - G
Glastonbury ... 21 i | 22 | 4 | G g
INminster 8 2 | 6 B — 1 |
Keynsham ... 81 11 51 | g - 10
Minehead B ! ! 19 | 4 a5 1
Norton Radstock f“j i 1:’—: = l:} — 2
Portishead ... 25 | o ‘ 22 G - e
Shepton Mallet | 29 2 167 7 1 = 1
Btreet G —= ‘ 25 4 | = i
Taunton 136 i 168 | 20 | — 7
Watchet i 8 1 12 | 1! | i
Wellington ~ ...| a0 1 14 2 e 5
Wells i 6 3 30 Al 9
Weston-s.-Mare 228 B 30 10 | — 18 |
Yeovil 2 03 19 06 4 — 3
B B WIS L S 6 [T L

Ruran AREAS, ! | -
Axbridge el 115 | 16 50 T —
Bathavon 152 | 19 136 25 | — 6r 13
Bridgwater 48 | 15 7 9 | = =
Chard 46 | 9 | 40 11 e ==
Clutton 60 | 5 22 16 — ==

i a

Dulverton asil 12 | L 8 — Al 1
Frome 26 9 | 24 2 |' = —
Langport ... 83 14 87 af . lox b
Long Ashton .. | 100 91 | 62 16 — [ .18
Shepton Mallet | 20 14 | 38 | 7 e
Taunton | 86 8 82 12 == 14
Wellington ... ) S i 5 ok 2
Wells 62 11 24 7 — |4 —
Williton 34| 2 36 i 5 | 3
Wineanton ' GY | 13 54 | 10 e 5
Yeovil 66 | 1v 20 82 [2r 8 == 8
—_— - |———=— ] . .

Totala 050 | 1r 198 GOG6 | 2r 142 — |12 B0

Combined - l st |

Totals 1,945 | 1t 349 |167 1,446 |2 244 5 |12r 166
| |

-‘T

means Temporary. T

|

Temporary such as

Army

L.A.

PRI IO e O T

ad

he remaining houses are of Permanent construction,

Huls

P.E.
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TABLE XVIII

Local Authority

Urban Areas.
Bridgwater
Burnham-on-Sea
Chard
Clevedon
Crewkerne
Frome
Glastonbury
Tminster
Keynsham
Minehead
Norton Radstock
Portishead

Shepton Mallet

Btreet
Taunton
Watchet
Wellington
Wells

Weston-super-Mare

. Yeovil

Rural Areas.
Axbridge
Bathavon
Bridgwater
Chard
Clutton
Dulverton
Frome
Langport
Long Ashton

Shepton Mallet

Taunton
Wellington
Wells
Williton
Wineanton
Yeovil

A

- - e " . s =
" . - a . " s

Houses required Houses Grants
o pied Applica made
To abate | For other | but con- tions for under
To replace over- [ unsatis- demned as Houses Housing
those unfit  crowding factory totally | Act, 1949
| conditions | unfit |
| |
' |
215 47 | — | 7 1,522 Nil.
- — | 190 | — | 877 Nil.
83 30 127 | 97!  am Nil.
20 10 225 5 283 Nil.
13 16 | E | 13 141 Nil.
500 27 200 | 17 420 Nil.
GO 5 84 | 15 | 217 | Nil.
150 20 | 20 a6 | 205 Nil.
200 | 58 | 150 | 1| 583 Nil.
—L‘Inlm!mvn | 228 | — 267 Nil.
50 | 80 | 280 | 9 ‘ 587 | Nil.
_ (i) | — 166 Nil.
Unknown | — | 300 Nil.
— — | 40 | — | 220 Nil.
180 — | | 176 | 2,085 Nil.
25 | 14 | 20 —= 70 Nil.
154 | 12 | 215 = 364 Nil.
150 — 141 | 6 296 Nil.
204 | 9 | Unknown 4 | 2,063 Nil.
20 | 50 | 720 2/ 1,169 Nil.
| |
219 3 | S04 | LS ‘ 729 | Nil.
162 82 | 342 | 9 | 1,385 Nil.
(G4 10 — | 13 | 730 | Nil.
111 | S0 20 | 496 Nil.
—_— 374 | | — | 020 Nil.
32 | 8 ! 10 | 6 | 85 Nil.
500 _— — | 6 | 319 Nil.
314 9 199 | — | 514 Nil.
251 69 | 83 | 32 | 979 Nil.
276 8 — 7| 301 Nil.
00 | — 240 | — 6332 Nil.
381 6 | 50 | 46 | 180 Nil.
150 10) (0 4 | 268 Nil.
427 15 236 3 | 72 Nil.
22 15 300 39 | 6O7 Nil.
414 207 | 12 | Q03 Nil.
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SUPERVISION OVER THE FOOD SUPPLY.

A.  Slaughter-houses and Meat Supervision.

The Ministry of Food still eontrol those slaughter-houses and abattoirs in the County
where cattle, sheep and pigs are slaughtered for human consumption under the Livestock (Re-
stription on Slaughtering) Order, 1940. Inspection of the meat is ecarried out by the distriet
Sanitary Inspectors.

Colummns (1) and (2) of the table below shew the position before slaughter-houses were taken
over. 2
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Slanghter-houses

Shughtered for
Licensed | Registered i Human
Consumption

Local Authority | Where Horses are |l Knuckers Yards
'|
{

(1) ' () ' (3)

Urban Areas. |
Bridgwater |
Burnham-on-Hea
Chard
Clevedon
Crewkerne
Frome
Glastonbury
liminster
Keynsham
Minehead =
Norton Radstock
Portishead
Shepton Mallet
bireet :
Taunton
Watchet
Wellington
Wells
Weston-super-Mare
Yeovil

(4)

Irpmm|w:w._.|._;| I_:E

I8 15 10 o G VR 8 1 8

R
—
m—
P
—
e
S
—
-

B| wn | o
E_,

|

-

Totals

Rural Areas.
Axbridge
Bathavon
Bridgwater
Chard
Clutton
Dulverton
Frome
Langport
Long Ashton
Shepton Mallet
Taunton
Wellington
Wells
Williton
Wincanton
Yeovil

| | «aBwl |
) T [

)
(LR e A =R T
S I TR T I I el

iy

=]
l

[y

Totals

=
|
o
=
(=)
[
[

|

Lu <]
-y
L=

Combined Totals skl 141 I 81 |

— P B



5. Tuberculosis in Calves.

An arrangement is in being whereby calves born inside the County but slaughtered outside
found to be affected by tuberculosis are notified to the department. Suech information when
received is passed on to the Divisional Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries with
a view to investigations being carried out. This collaboration is proving most valuable in helping
to diminish the spread of the disease as attention is primarily directed to the mother of the affected
calf as the possible cause of infection.

The following is a summary of action taken during the year with comparative figures cover-
ing the last five years . —
1949, 1948. 1947, 1946. 1945,

Notifications received 55 5l 58 58 24

Calves involved 55 al 56 62 31

Bulls involved — - - 2 1 1
Results of investigations :—

Number of mothers found healthy 13 3 i 12 12

Number of bulls found healthy ... — — 3 1 —

Number of bulls died — 1 1 — 1

Number of cows and bulls slaughtered :—

Under Tuberculosis Order 440 e 2 44 1t
Number unable to trace 3 9 4 6 kL

(. Cysticercus Bovis.

Dhuring the yvear a number of home-bred animals slanghtered for human consumption have,
on examination, been found to be infested with eysticergus bovis. A number of cases have been
reported from a slaughterhouse in the County.

Altogether during the year 86 cases were reported where animals affected had been grazed
in the County. The investigations made revealed the following :—

Animals whose owners were dealers ... : 22
Animals having access to sewage cmlt.urrtumt{:d w utLt 13
Where sewage and cesspool ﬂrmn.xge emptied on land 4
Land subject to flooding by sewage contaminated water 4 = 1
Faulty drainage ﬁ}stem contaminating pasture and/or f]nanrr water 3
No evidence nf source of infeetion 38
ll]\LHll;{!lilUll JIIL{]IleLtL - 4
Insufficient address to be able to trace 1

86

IE

In trying to trace the grazing ground of animals found to be infested the Dealer - Owner
animal has been by far the most troublesome problem.

In a number of cases where animals have been bred and grazed on the same farm the
owner has been perfectly satisfied that no sewage or cesspool contents have ever been distributed
on the land,  The investigation into about 33 per cent. of the cases proved negative.
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Summarising the results leads one to the following conclusions: —

1. The major spread is by streams and watering places to which the cattle have access.

bo

That the watercourse may have been infected many miies upstream.
4. That owing to the long life of the ova and the tapeworm in its early stages, the
spread can be considerable and may go on for years.

4. l}wing to the loss of infested meat as food and to limit the ﬁ']]'l.‘:lll of the infection,
any cases of persons found suffering from tapeworin should be reported immedi-
ately to the Loeal Authority to enable appropriate steps to be taken.

1). Milk Supply.
The following Acts came into operation on October 1st:—
Milk (Special Designations) Act, 1944,
(Ministry of Food).

The Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949.
(Ministries of Health, Agriculture and Food).

The Mill (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations, 1949,
(Ministries of Health and Lood).

The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949,
(Ministries of Health, Agriculture and Food),

The contents of these enactments are briefly as follows :—

Milk (Special Designations) Adet, 1949,

The Minister may at any time order that an arvea be “'specified””. When such order comes
into operation, the use of a special designation shall be obligatory for the purpose of all sales of
milk by retail for human consumiption (other than eatering sales) where the place of sale is within
the limits of such area.

In certain circumstances the Minister has the power to consent to sales without the specal
designation.

After the 30th September, 1954, the special designation " Accredited” will be excluded
from the designations.

The Minister has the power to provide facilities for the treatment of milk.

The County Couneil, as Food and Drugs Authority, will be responsible for carrying into
effeet and enforcing the provisions regarding the use of the special designations.

The Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Mk) Regulations, 1949,

The special designat.ons which can be used, namely *“Tuberculin Tested " and **Aceredited ™,
are the same as those contained in the Milk (Special Designations) Regulations, 1936 - 46.

All producers’ licences, whether selling milk by wholesale, retail or both. are sranted by
the Ministry of Agrieulture and Fisheries. Dealers’ licences are to be issued by district authori-
ties as in the past.
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Dealers” licences are for a period of one year from the 1st January.

Licences to use the designation **Tuberculin Tested' are to be for a period of five years
providing the herd from which the milk is produced is **Attested’'.

Where the milk is from a herd not “*Attested'’, applications made for *'Tuberculin Tested™
licences are limited to three yvears providing such application is made before the 1st October, 1951.
They are not renewable thereafter.

No “"Tuberculin Tested'" licences will be granted after October 1st, 1954, unless the herd
s ""Attested”’.

No consideration will be given to applications for ** Accredited’ licences after 30th Septem-
ber, 1852, and all existing licences will expire after 30th September, 1954.

The Milk (Special Designation) (Pastevrised and Stertlised Milk) Regulations, 1949,

Food and Drugs Authorities, in Somerset the County Council, are now responsible for
licensing pasteurising and sterilising plants in place of District Authorities. Dealers’ licences
(where milk is not pasteurised or sterilised on the premises) are issued by District Councils as
hitherto; they also grant supplementary licences to dealers who wish to sell milk in the area but
whose premises are outside the district of the local authority.

The licences for both pasteurising and sterilising plants are for one year, from the lst
January. Dealers’ licences are issued for the same period.

The authorised designations are “Pasteurised” and “‘Sterilised’. Where “"Tuberculin
Tested” millk only is processed the additional wording *'Tuberculin Tested milk™ is permitted.

Milk may be pasteurised in two ways: (a) by the holder method which means that the milk
must be held between the temperature limits of 145° F. to 150°, (b) by the H.T.58.T. (high tem-
perature short time) method when the milk must be held at not less than 161° F. for at least
fifteen seconds,

With regard to the time-temperature combination, the only change from the old Regula-
tions is that in the H.T.S.T. method the temperature has been reduced from 162° F. to 161° F.

In a note with the Regulations indicating their general purport, from a future date to be
appointed by the Minister of Food, a flow diversion device must be fitted to pasteurising plant in
which the milk is heated to a temperature higher than 150° F. and bottles or other containers
must be securely fastened with an overlapping cap.  From 1st October, 1950, pasteurised milk
isay only be sold in bottles or other containers which must be filled on the premises of a person
holding a licence under these regulations.  From 1st Oetober, 1954, the bottles or other containers
must be filled at the pasteurising premises.

Sterilised milk is milk which has been filtered, homogenised and heated to and maintained
at a temperature of not less than 2129 . for such period as to ensure that it will comply with the
preseribed turbidity test. Sterilised is a new designation.

The Milk wad Dairies Reguwlations, 1949,

These Regulations re-enaet, with amendments, the Milk and Dairvies Regulations, 1926 to

19435,
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The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries are now responsible for the registration of all
dairy farms and dairy farmers. The Minister can refuse registration or eaneszl a registration,
Provision is made for the reference of objections to a tribunal and for the making of representations
to the Minister,

Whilst the Regulations contain provisions relating to the health of eattle; buildings and
water supplies; production, treatment, handling and storage of milk ; .nfection of wilk ; protection
of milk against contamination or infection; Ull."ilt.:-iillg_; and storage of utensils; conveyance and
distribution; there is no preseribed test for undesignated milk, neither is there a standard of ¢lean
liness for churns and other milk containers.

October 1st saw the transfer of functions from the County Council to the Ministry of Agii-
culture and Fisheries respecting the licensing and supervision of all designated milk producers.
This took place consequent upon the Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949,
coming into operation. At the same time, as a result of the new Milk and Dairies Regulations,
194, the Ministry took over from District Authorities the registration of all undesignated milk
producers, also producer - retailers. These changes conforin to government poliey as outlined in
the White Paper entitled " Measures to iimprove the Quality of the Nation's Milk Supply' and
circulated in July, 1943,

Designated Milk (raw).

The County Couneil became responsible [or those producing designated milk following the
introduction of the Milk (Special Designations) Regulations, 1936. The table below shows the
steady inerease of such producers year by year.

Year

(at end of). T Accredited. iutal.
1956 126 285 411
1937 159 S0G G605
1938 2064 623 BET7
1939 320 800 1,120
1940 305 849 1,154
1941 275 817 1,092
1942 297 BTl 1,168
1943 357 840 1,197
1944 502 705 1,207
1945 D96 758 1,354
1946 739 vaT 1,454
1947 901 T17 1,618
1948 1,038 681 1,719
1949 1,278 21 1.89%) (to 30th Dept.)

Whilst two counties, Cheshire and Staffordshire, had a greater total of designated producers,
Somerset claimed the premier position regarding the greatest number of “Tuberculin Tested™
licensees, being the only county to reach and exceed four figures. Although Somerset is one of
the larger milk-production counties, it is a noteworthy achievement and complimentary to the
strenuous efforts put in by my staff and those recently transferred to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries to raise the standard quality of milk. Considerable work has been done in
propaganda among the farmers, and, with the producers adopting a progressive outlook, coupled
with the co-operation of the Veterinary Service, the County ean justifiably feel proud of the
suceess attained. Having reached the progressive and satisfactory stage when over 26.7 per cent.
of the total registered milk producers held designated licences and over 18.7 per cent.
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“Tuberculin Tested'’, it is to be hoped that the good work will be maintained. My department
has given what assistance it can to keep the new administrative wheels turning and will be
prepared to continue giving any adviee or help should it be desired.

Of the four Sampling Officers engaged, two left to carry on similar work under the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries shortly after the transfer of functions took place.

Samples taken during the year up to the 30th September and the test results are as
follows :—

Samples taken. No. satisfactory. % unsatisfactory.
L 1 e 5,107 3,071 0.0
Aceredited 2.752 1,840 33.1
7,859 5,411 31.1
Farm Bottled—
oI 1 % S sl
Aceredited f 470 292 1.1

The above figures include pre-licence, reinstatement and advisory samples as well as those
of a routine nature.

The percentage of failures is somewhat higher than those of previous years due mainly to
two reasons—(1) The prolonged hot summer; (II) Sample failures in the last three months of
the vear are considerably fewer than those in the preceding three. As the duties were transferred
on September 30th, it was not possible to show these figures and use them to offset the higher
percentage of failures experienced in July, August and September when 61.2 per cent. of " Tuber-
culin Tested’” and 68.9 per cent. of ""Accredited’ were found unsatisfactory.

Table XX shows the details respecting all registered producers, dairymen and dairy
premises, before and after the Transfer of Funetions on the 1st October, 1949.
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TABLE XX.
This table is divided into two parts, Part I showing the position as at 30th September, 1049
and Part 11 as at 3lst December, 1949,

s L TR PART I = : e e SR
e = —rt
| Total Regis- | I, I
tered Dairy | Producer | Registered | Registered Supple-
Loeal Authority. = Farms at | Retailers Retailers ! Distribu Dairy mentary
A0th Sep- : , ily uded | tors Premisces Licences
tember 1949 | in {b) |
(a) | (b) | (c) ! {a) (b) (c)
Urban Areas.
Bridgwater ... 15 T G 26 14 i}
Burnhamn 21 12 4 | 6 4 | 3
Chard T | —_ — 4 1 ! -
Clevedon . 28 | 16 g | 9 9 3
Crewkerne o) 15 | a 1 4 15 —
Frome ) 14 | 10 ] 4 T il 2
Glastonbury ... 46 | A 5 09 ;. D
LIminster Lo 10 | 3 | 1 3 8 | —
Keynshamn ... 25 3 — g 3 4
Minehead . 5 D 2 b 5 —
Norton Radstoek a8 18 16 | 8 8 3
Portishead ... 7 6 — | 4 S 1
Shepton Mallet. .| 24 T — 1 6 | 6 | 3
Street 20 12 t) El 22 | 1
Taunton 4 21 1 2 15 | 2
Watchet el 4 7 2 g | B 1
Wellington ... 16 6 il 11 | 16 | —
Wells e T ] 1 7 3 | 2
Weston-s.-Mare.| 26 54 8 8841 w0 21| 5
Yeovil i 15 15 4 ==l 25 | 1
Totals = 345 242 | 78 182 | 199 l 80
Rural Areas. | l ‘ f
Axbridge 954 89 74 20 7 5
Bathavon  ...| 226 8 56 | 21 14 | 0
Bridgwater ... 845 144 | 125 19 19 | 1
Chard oes| 547 60 | 58 1 1| =y
Clutton 417 01 87 (i} 4 | —
Dulverton i 247 106 106 | 2 — —
Frome i a) 305 101 5 14 5 —
Langport g 496 | 74 73 | 1 - ‘ =
Long Ashton ... 386 | 116 92 i 17 8 i
Shepton Mallet.. 416 | 40) 34 6 2 4
Taunton e 564 T 3 8 T —
Wellington ... 250 90 87 | 3 3 1
Wells 433 118 I 105 13 (i 2
Williton 353 137 | 133 5 2 L
Wineanton ... 504 59 62 — — 6
Yeovil R 459 83 | 68 16 4 3
Totals 7562 | 1,393 1,156 l 152 H1 35
Combined | | ‘
Totals e 7,907 | 1,685 1,284 | 394 | 280 T4
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The following details shew the position at the end of the year.

Registered and Licensed Producers. (Estimated total 7,500).

Number of leensed ‘‘Tuberculin Tested’ producers ... 1,405 = 18.79%,
= o i’ “Aceredited’” producers ... 509 = B.09%
Estimated number of Undesignated producers 5496 = 7T8.39%

Registered and Licensed Producer-Letailers.
Total number of producer-retailers 1,450
Number of producer-retailers of ~“Tuberculin Tested" milk 250

=i
ll.ur}:,

* % ¥ T i “Aceredited’’ Milk 126 = 8.69,
o - 3 o k. Undesignated Milk 1,078 = T4.19
Bottling Licences.
“Tuberculin Tested"’ 6o
“Aceredited”’ 0
T8

With regard to *'Registered and Licensed Producer-Rletailers,”” it seems to be doubtful
whether sufficient steps have been taken to cover the sampling of such traders, particularly
those who sell undesignated milk. Dealers who are not producers are govered by licences issued
by local authorities under the Milk (Special ]Jesiguuliun} (Iaw  Milk) Regulations, 1949, but
producer-retailers are registered divect by the Ministry and may sell their milk to the publie from
premises where it is produeed which are unknown to the local authority

Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk,

Twenty licensed pasteurising plants were taken over from the County District Authorities
on October 1st. There is only one establishment where milk is sterilised and as this is a new
designation a licence was issued to cover this plant.

Generally speaking, premises and plant have been found satisfagtory. The floor space of
several of the premises is becoming congested owing to inereasing trade and the installation of
new bottle washing and processing machinery.

Apart from the fitting of Indicating and Recording thermometers to register the heat to
whieh the milk has been raised and maintained, sush thermometers are now required at the cold
milk outlet—(the milk after heat treatment has now to be eooled immediately to 50°1F. or below).
These thermometers are normally fitted to H.T.8.T. plants, or can be fitted, to obtain representa-
tive readings.) On capillary or open type coolers the answer to the problem is a little more diffi-
cult. However, a sketeh shewing a suggested method has been gireulated to those confronted
w.th the preblem, which, if adopted, w i overcome the diffieulty. There is some delay in
delivery of thermometers but it is hoped that orders will be met and the instruments fitted in
the ensuing nine months.

There are quite a number of pasteurising plants in operation which vary in eonstruction
and in processing methods.  The supervision of sueh apparatus is highly technical and ealls for
a thorough knowledge of all the working parts.
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Many of the plants made to-day are so mechanically operated that they are pragtieally
fool-proof.  Whilst the weaknesses of the human element have been eliminated to a great extent
on such plants, there remains the danger of the milk being contaminated after processing by
operatives through either carelessness or lack of knowledge of how the addition of a minute
quantity of raw milk may upset the phosphatase test and fail a sample of milk that has been
perfectly pasteurised. It is proposed to give talks to the staff at each licensed establishment on
milk matters and personal hygiene in the hope that they will have a beneficial effect.

At the request of the Ministry of Food bi-monthly samples were taken during the year
from those dairies authorised to heat treat milk. As these have to eomply with the same tests
as pasteurised, the figures appended include such samples.

Samples taken. Satisfactory. %, Unsatisfactory.
BOT 814 6.1

Of the 55 unsatisfaptory samples, 26 failed the Phosphatase test, 25 the Methylene Blue
test and 2 failed both tests.

Animal Health.

There are approximately 309500 eattle in the County of which roughly 80,000 or one
quarter are either “*Attested,”’ ‘‘Supervised’’ cr ““Tuberculin Tested.”” To become **Attested ™ «
herd must pass three consecutive clean tests, in other words no animal must react at each test-
ing. ‘‘Bupervised’’ means herds which have passed two clean tests and are awaiting the third for
Attestation. ~Tuberculin Tested' refers to those animals whiech have passed the tuberculin test
and comprise a dairv herd for which the owner holds a licence to use the designation “Tuber-
culin Tested’” in relation to the milk produeed from it. The figures involved in the herds men-
tioned at the end of 1949 are as follows.

No. of herds Attested and for which ““T.T."" licences have been granted 802
vs s 1 Aftested only ... 145

Attested 047

vs s 1 Dupervised herds ... 191
v v+ herds not Attested but for which “T.T."" licences have been issued 422

Total 1,560

Owing to the benefits derived from penicillin treatinent, the cases of mastitis have shewn
a marked decrease. This inflammmatory condition of the udder has had a serious effect on the
milk yield in past years. The improvement may nccount for the considerable inerease in the
gallonage now being produced,
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Milk Consumption,

During the milk year 1948-49 the County produced 86,751,000 gallons of milk.  Con-
sumption per head per day of the population is approximately § pint which ineludes that required
by catering establishments and milk bars. Based on this figure the daily consumption is about
44,500 gallons. The surplus for manufacture into milk produets, ecousumption outside the County
and other uses is 193,201 gallons per day, approximately 819, of the total daily production of
237,674 gallons.

With regard to the types of milk consumed, it is estimated that this amounts to 809
Pasteurised and ““Tuberculin Tested’’ equally divided and 209, *“Acgredited’ or Undesignated.

As mentioned previously, the Minister of Food may select distriets to be ealled ** Specified
Areas’’ in which only designated ilks may be sold. The large towns and the districts on their
fringe will no doubt be the first to receive attention. Priority of selection will depend upon the
number of pasteurising plants in the area, their capacity, also bottling facilities. FExisting plants
in Somerset are capable of dealing with approximately 45,000 gallons in a five hour run and over
63,000 in an operational period of seven hours. These pasteurising units are fairly evenly distrib-
uted throughout the County. From the 1st October, 1950 all milk sold as pasteurised must be
sold in bottles or other containers which must be filled on the premises of a person holding a
licence under the Regulations. IFrom 1st October, 1954 the bottles or other econtainers must be
filled at the pasteurising premises. In view of these eonditions more bottling apparatus is being
installed. With sufficient quantities of pasteurized and “*Tuberculin Tested™ milk being avail-
able to meet public demands, Somerset should soon be in a position to meet the requirements
of a “"Specified Area.”

Biological Sampling,

Bulk sampling from *‘Aceredited'’ and Undesignated herds resulted in 7 cases where
tuberele baeilli was found in the millk.  When positive results arve obtained the inforination 1is
passed on immediately to the Veterinary Service of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
for investigation,

The table below gives the details of samples taken and resulfs.

: Number containing Percentage containing

Grade of Milk ! Mumber exnmined tubercle baeilli. tuberele hacilli
_i . 1949 1948
Ungraded s 243 ' 7 2.9 3.5
Accredited ... | 43 1 . 3.3 2.9
Tuberculin Tested ... 35 I| — ' — 1.5

Churns, Milk Bottles and Centainers.

The tubles below summarise the results of the check tests made on churns and nilk con-
tainers up to the 30th September, 1949 when this eceased to be o general routine matter following
the transfer of funetions respecting Designated milk producers to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries on the 1st October, 1949,



MiLg CHURNS.

No. of Samples taken. Satisfactory. 9% Unsatisfactory.

1949 | 1948
Machine washed ... 216 ! 187 13.4 I
e e 70 ‘ 67 4.3 6.2
 Polal . . 286 } 954 T |'___12.5

The improvement in the eleanlinesg of chorns was maintained, both for those cleansed
mechanically and those washed by hand.

Esmery CLEANSED BoTTLES.

The appended table shows the results of boltles submitted to a sterility test:—

: Bottles.

Machine washed. Hand washed and l Hand washed and
. sterilised. | not sterilised.
| No. of | % No. of | % | No.of i

: %
Satis- | Unsatis-

| Samples | Satis- | Upsatis- | Samples | Satis- | Unsatis- | Samples
factory. | factory.

taken, | factory. - factory. taken. | factory. I factory. | taken.

From premises | | I
licensed for bottling 55 3¢ | 382 509 373 26.7 17 | 7 | 588
} and 1 pint. | - | | :
From school suppliers 134 95 | 20.1 | 254 | 105 | 233 39 23 | 39.5
% pint. 5 -

30 45.4

55

]
on
=

Total .., 189 | 129 | 317 | 768 55 |
|

The results are not so satisfactory as those obtained in 1948. Whilst the pergentage (f
unsatisfactory bottles machine washed is considerably below those hand washed, there is still

plenty of room for improvement.

The routine work of milk container checks and tests for cleanliness carried out over past
vears has certainly proved worthwhile. This is reflected in the results, particularly those of
churns.

In the future it is intended to earry out tests on milk containers as and when the circum-
stances warrant it.

The Milk Regulations which became operative on October 1st, 1949 contain no legal standard
on whieh the gleanliness of milk eontainers ean be assessed. Every dairy farmer or distri-
butor is responsible under the Regulations in seeing that any appliance coming into contact
with milk shall be in a thorough state of cleanliness immediately before use. A state of thorough
cleanliness is not defined and as interpretations are liable to vary the position cannot be termed
satisfactory.



MILK IN SCHOOLS SCHEME.
The position in the County as at the 3lst December, 1949, is set out in Table A.

Although ‘undesignated’ milk has not been completely eliminated the number of schools
regeiving this type has been eonsiderably reduced, viz, from 17 in 1948 to 3 in 1949, The main
difficulty with regard to the three schools is their isolated position in relation to premises where
designated milk is produced or processed. Every effort is being made, however, to provide the
desived grade of milk and it is hoped that during the ensuing year ‘undesignated’ milk will be
eliminated.

Abbreviations.
Past. = Pasteurised T.T. = Tuberculin Tested
1= ] 1 = Heat Treated UD. = Undesignated
Table A.
Number of schools ang types of milk — with percentages
Types of Schools (including | Potal Past . &t
Divisional Executive Arcas). " number of and | o T.T o, : uD o
j each type. H.T il il ' :
Primary - I 414 | 302 72.9 | 109 26.3 3 0.7
Secondary Modern 55 a1 88.6 | 4 | 11.4 | — -
i Grammar ... 18 14 77.8 4 | 22.2 — - =
i Technieal .. 2 2 100.0 — — — s
Nursery 10 T 70.0 | 3 30.0 — —
Totals .| 479 86 | 748 120 25.1 3 0.6

During November, 1949, a survey was made throughout the County to aseertain the num-
ber of children taking milk compared with the daily attendance. The information obtained was
exceedingly interesting and as will be seen in Table B, of the 54,328 registered pupils, 44,748 or
82.49, were taking milk. I must emphasise, however, that this percentage is only approximate
and refers to one month only. .

Table B.

Number of 1 Scholars taking milk | Types of Milk Consumed —with Percentages

Tvpes of Schools (including | registered
V&5 E

Divisional Executive Areas). | Scholars. i I':L!if,-"lﬂdi |
Nao. % H.T. : o T ol i UD o
Primary .. .. 88604 339050 | 879 /27,908 | 82.2 ‘5083 | 176 68| 0.2
Becondary Moder -« 10,031 7,086 T0.6 G,110 | 86.2 976 18.8 — —
X Gramunar ... 5,059 | 8,079 6.9 2444 | 79.4 B35 20.06 _— —_—
4 Teehnical il 240 | 250 95.8 2300 | 100.0 - — — ‘ —
Nursery 294 | L] 10000 290 | 68.5 1224 31.5 =

— - S

—— ———— F—

Totals .| 54,828 | 44,748 B82.4 |86,9062 | 82.6 (7,718 17.8 ﬁﬁiull
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The progress made during 1949 to improve the supply of *Pasteurised”™ or “Tuberculin
Tested " milk to schools has been steadily maintamned. This has meant mueh uphill work but
the improvement in the figures gives cause for satisfaction. There now remains only 0.1 per
cent. or 80 out of 54,328 registered children who receive ‘undesignated’ milk, which means
that out of approximately 1,865 gallons of milk supplied to the County schools daily, only 3
gallons is ‘non designated’ ; this milk is boiled before being given to the children.

Samples of milk taken at fortnightly intervals from the schools or school suppliers and
submitted to the Public Health Laboratory for test shew an improvement over those taken dur-
ing last year. This can IEE: attributed to the advisory visits paid to dairy premises when samples
have not reached the required standard.

ICE CREAM
(Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947,

During the year 1,007 samples were submitted for test against 783 in 1948. Hot Mix
sumples inereased by 245 and Cold Mix numbered 21 less. There is no legal standard either
chemieal or bacteriological for ice eream. The question has been gonsidered but owing to the
shortage of ingredients it was not found practicable. Consumption of this sweetmeat is increas-
ing and although the enforcement of the Regulations of 1947 by District Authorities is assist-
ing materially in improving the wholesomeness of ice eream, the sooner legal standards are put
into operation the better. Apart from the Inspectorate, the Trade as a whole would welecome
the selling of their produet under such eonditions whereby the real food content would have to
be disclosed. The consumer would also be protected against any doubtful traders. Milk is now
plentiful and health competition respegting the quantities used in the manufacture of ice eream
would tend to a general all round improvement of the produet sold.

The provisional Grades into which the samples are placed following test are those sug-
gested by the Ministry of Health. Of the four Grades recommended, it is considered that if
ice cream consistently fails to reach Grades I and II it would be reasonable to regard this as
indicating defects of manufacture or of handling.

Table XXI gives details of the samples taken and the Grades into which they have been
plaged.

In 1947 469, of the samples taken fell into Grades I and 1I, in 1948 the percentage in-
crensed to 649,. The table shews that the improvement has been maintained and that the figure
has now risen to 70.5%,. With regard to Hot Mix samples, 69.99, were found to be satisfactory,
whilst Cold Mix tests shewed a more favourable result, 76.59, being placed in Grades I and 11.
This upgrading of ice eream is no doubt due to the fact that the standard of eleanliness has been
raised, particularly respecting manufacture. The methods of sterilising apparatus and utensils
have also become more efficient.
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TABLE XXI.

No. of samples falling into Totals and percentage
No. of premises i E"'El; provisional grades | satisfactory
registered for: Q-g = [ . Sy © - : — T
Distriot, : £ S EE Hot Mix | Cold Mix | Hot Mix | Cold Mix
Manufacture ‘& | | | | i\ | E : | : | =
and/or Sale | Sale o [ 1 1 10 U | 11 ;IH Ir IV Z.T“t“l! o |I'nl:|||] %
— = L | '| Rl | | - A e
RBAN AREAS g | PO i e | |
Uﬂridgw“tcr 12 35 25 20| 13| 14 14| 1| 2| —|—| 61| 54 3 | 100
Burnham s 4 28 16 36| 10 b “6) B| 1| 24 56 ! B0 11 | 81.8
Chard i & 2 | = | = = = =[=1—=1—1—] =] = | =1 =
Clevedon 6 30 T O 1 el e B o Bl (R B T TS [ o ]
Crewkerne 2 i T e g e e T e i | oy o (e | - 1
Frome = 5 | 14 — —| =] = =|—=|—=—1|— — | — — ] —
Glastonbury 1 | 13 9 6] 23| 22| 15| —|—1—]—]| 76| 53| —| —
Ilminster -—'2- | 1; —4 ‘—5' = —i —|'—i—i—I— '—E_;ll 1& | — | fos
nsham s e (e | [l el | et i =
;ﬁu;md ; 3 ‘ 21 4 CIE. g 1| L|—| L 9] w66 8| 666
Norton Radstock. 8 | 18 - —] =] — ( e [ s ] e \ - =1l = | =] =
Portishead 3 e e e e e e | =l =
Shepton Mallet... 4 | 2 6 P A e e e S [ [ BT e
Street e 2 | 13 — —| — S IR P e : Sl e R = 15
Taunton 10 | b6 T G (S [ | e B s e S| 6| 853 | 1100
Watchet 3 [ 11 6 17| 3 2| 8| —|—[]—1|— 30| 666 | — | —
Wellington 5 | 11 T (R B [ 2| 1] 1| 3|—|—| 9| 666 | 4| 100
Wells e & 28 24 64| 28| 18} 1A|1W0 ;12| 5| 3| 183 74.7 | a0 73.3
Weston-s-Mare ... 14 117 | 27 | 77| 30| 19| 27| 5| 5| 1| 1| 153] 699 | 12| 83.3
Yeoril 2 £z | dbe | B 19]| 2 5| —1—]—| &] 873 !| =
o e — | | =
TOTALS 08 | 498 | 151 | 283 ll IEEi BT | 100 l| 2T 241 8] 5 Il 608 I[ 69.2 | 64 i 79.7
fiesad oy — | —
RURAL AREAS | | R B i o | I
Axbridge 6 | 76 | 67 | 103 | ﬂﬂ‘ 2% | 23| 6| 28| 1| —| 182 | 744 | 8B 875
Bathavon 2 |2 A e e e R e | 4100 | 17100
Bridgwater T | 30 | 16 | 9| 11| 16 9] | — | — | — | 45 | 444 | — | —
Chard — | 'ZI_—|—- —| = =] =] | — | — | _l,_. I
Clutton 1 | 27 | — S = [y e (Rt 1] e
Dulverton 2 I 31 2 [ 1] 1| —| —|=|—]— S008I —
Frome 1 | 9| — | —=| —] —m| —mI—=]—|—]— il e R
Langport s [ 19 | 7 | 3| 6| —) —|—=]|—1|—]|— L T [ e
Long Ashton 7 R e R S L e e T 4] g il Bl
Shepton Mallet... — 1 153 | 12 9| 8 2 d|l—=|—=|—=|—= 2% R’I| — —
Taunton 2 R Ss == _I B e e e ) _h ==
Wellington 1 | 3 1 | —| —] —[] —| 3] 1] 11— =} — | 5] 80
Wells s - | 9 — e S = = = I )y Pl 0 i B . S
Williton 7 1 B S v R I T R (- + —|—1 14| 857 | 2100
Wincanton ... 4 12 | — | =| =] =] =l=]—=]—|—] =] — 2 ‘ £
Yeovil ] s R RN N ) e e [t sl | B MR e
| | | | — = | | e | !
TOTALS ... 41 | 824 | 136 | 153| 71| 48| 42 l Wl E | a ) Fe ) Ta] =] e6s
= —_— ) |
Combined Totals ... 139 | 822 | 287 | 436|209| 135 | 142 {38 [27 |11 | 9| 922 | 69.9 | 85| 76.5
| | Jie e e T | l
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CLEAN FOOD CAMPAIGN,

In October the Ministry of Food issued Cireular M.F. 18/49 which referred Local Author-
ities to Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938 which empowers them to make byelaws for
securing the observance of sanitary and eleanly conditions and practices in connection with the
handling, wrapping and delivery of food sold or intended for sale for human consumption and in
connection with the sale of food or exposure of food for sale in the open air.

With the circular the Ministry sent new model byelaws called ‘‘Ministry of Food, Model
Byelaw : Series 1.’

The New Model is overdue as the one prepared in 1939 has become obsolete. Tt is in
four parts: Part I deals with Interpretation; Part II Handling, Wrapping and Delivery; Part I1I
Sale and Exposure For Sale in the Open Air and Part IV Penalties,

It is anticipated that all Lopal Authorities will adopt these byelaws; this is essential if
uniformity is to be obtained throughout the County. Whilst they contain weaknesses they have
much to commend them. An operational period of twelve months should provide such informa-
tion as is necessary to either stiffen or relax certain parts of the byelaws.

The appended table gives the number of premises registered in the various districts for the
preparation and sale of food. It also shews the action taken with regard to the adoption of the
Ministry of Food's Model Byelaws.

Good hygiene is good business. Unfortunately most washing up and cooking is done
behind elosed doors and out of the customer’s sight. A glimpse at the conditions would soon
decide whether or not his patronage should be continued and progressive traders are aware of
this. Good hygiene promotes efficiency and gives ponfidence to the publie.
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i and Drugs Act,

81

TABLE XXII.

Registered
Premises

Section 14, Food

Ministry of Food Model Pyelaws

Adopted during

Addoption

Adoption being

Combined Totals

i 1938 : 1949 recommended considered
Urban Areas. I
Bridgwater 1] ; — i Yes
Burnham-on-sea 14 Hers A in
Chard 8 — Yes =
Clevedon : 20 Yes i e
Crewkerne ! 8 — Yes —
Frome 3 — Yes ==
Glastonbury 16 — Yes o
Thninster 8 . — Yes =
Keynsham 10 ! — — Yes
L"ll i"'.‘,'l'l.'&ﬂtl T —_ —— Erfls
Norton Radstock 16 — Yes e
Portishead s 4 — Yes -
Shepton Mallet 15 e 2 Yes
Btreet G : 14 ! _— —- .=
Taunton 4 32 - — Yes
Watchet | 3 i — — Yes
Wellington o 8 | — Yes —_—
Wells . oul 8 — Yes o
Weston-super-Mare J O —_ | Yes _
Yeovil a7 e , Yes S
Totals | 314 1 11 7
Rural Areas, I
Axbridge i 17 — — Yes
Bathavon . 22 — Yes =
Bridgwater .| 16 — —_— Yes
Chard ’ — — Yes i
Clutton s —_— — — Yes
Dulverton bl (& — Yes _
Frome | - : Eo e Yen
Langport ! 10 | — — Yes
Liong Ashton il 15 ! — Yes —
Shepton Mallet 1 — Yes r—
Taunton ‘ 15 —_ — Yes
Wellington e 6 — | Yes e
Wells | — — ; Yes s
Williton - 6 | o = Yes
Wincanton 10 _ Yes —
Yeovil 19 — - Yes
Totals l 143 = a g
|
J 457 1 | 19 15
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNTY PUBLIC ANALYST.

The total number of samples analysed was 2,878 which is an increase compared with the
2,466 received during the previous year and an even greater increase on the number, 1,880,
examined during the year 1947.

This inerease was mainly in the number of samples submitted under the Food and Drugs
Act and other Orders. Many Orders have been made by the Ministry of Food in 1949, some of
which preseribe new standards for foodstuffs, such as, tomato ketchup, relish and sauce, curry
powder, fruit eurd and mincemeat, and, in faet, the number of standards for foodstuffs is added
to each year.

In every gase it is necessary to carry out additional work on each sample for which a
standard is laid down, so that, in addition to the numerical inerease, there is the inerease in the
time taken to deal with the individual samples.

The number of samples of drinking waters, sewages, effluents and river water also shows
an inerease from 143 in 1946 to 285 in 1949.
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Total number of Samples received,
The following is a summary of the samples examined during the year :—
Samples submitted under the Food and Drugs Act and other Orders :—

By Inspectors—

Number taken formally ... e 1,309

Number taken informally e 0Bd

Appeal to Cow samples ... -t 34
— 2,457
Samples submitted under the Merchandise Marks Act 1

Samples submitted under the Fertilisers & Feeding Stuffs Act :—

Fertilisers 20
Feeding stuffs ... 7
Drinking water samples for chemical analysis ... 118
Bewages, effluents and viver water samples ... 167
Petrol samples 31
Miseellaneous samples 77
Total number of samples 2,878

Food and Drugs Act, 1938, etc.

It may be of interest to explain the difference between *'Formal” and “‘Informal’’ samples
taken under the above Aet and other Food Orders.

Section 70 (1) of the Food and Drugs Act reads:—""A person purchasing a sample of any food
or drug with the intention of submitting it to be analysed by a public analyst . . . shall, after
the purchase has been completed . . . forthwith inform the person who sold the sample . . .
of his intention to have it analysed by the public analyst, and shall then and there divide it into
three parts, each part to be marked, and sealed . . . |, and shall;

(a) if required to do so, deliver one part to the seller or his agent;
(b) retain one part for future comparison; and

(¢) . . . submit one part to the public analyst™
A sample taken with the above procedure is said to be a “*Formal" sample.

An “‘Informal’’ sample is one which is purchased without the observance of the formalities
described above. The sample is purchased in the ordinary way and submitted to the public
analyst. The vendor does not know that it has been taken and no prosecution can be undertaken
if it proves to be adulterated.
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The total nuber of samples received for analysis under the above Act and other Food Orders
was 2,457 of which 120 or 4.9 per cent. were adulterated or incorrect, compared with 5.7 per cent.
in the previous year. The following table sets out in more detail the number of samples exam-
ined and the number and percentage adulterated or incorrect:—

E Number I Number Percentage
| Examined. | Incorrect. Incorrect.
Millk e : | 1,042 [ &0 5.8
Channel’ Islands: 'lrl:]L 57 | 12 21.0
Milk and Water " 1 | - pi
Condensed and bvupurn.l;ed Milks ... 17 ' - — -
Cheese ... s e wEn e 13 - [ L
Butter ... 52 | i —
Margarine 21 = | L
Other Edible Fa’t.'a s 53 1 1.9
Cereals i & | 3.9
Baking and Golden .H.alsmg Powders 8 e —
Sausages - i 16 f 6 37.5
Other Meat amd F:.sh l*raduct.s 27 - —
Meat Extracts ... s ; ) == -
Tea e s 20 | — —
Coffes ... ' 9 —_ —_
Coffee and {HITH :ml { |'mur1.r ]‘,\Ir&:t andd ],:ﬁl_'nu 5 a7 | — —
Cocoa and Cocoa Cumpounds 13 = e
Malt Products ... 5 ac ; —_
Gelatine ... s S o S 11 - ' —
Canned Meat um:l \regu:.ta.hles 31 1 | 3.2
Canned Fish ... i 6 —_— [ -—
Canned Fruit ... i 3 - - | -_
Canned and Powdered buups e 18 | [ i 35.3
Jam, Marmalade, [ium‘,}. ete. 47 I 3 | 6.4
Vinegars : 18 — =
Pickles and "muuzm -.l-. 69 3 4.3
Salad Oil, Dressing and Cream 14 1 i |
Condiments 15 1 6.7
Miscellaneous Samples 169 B . 4.7
Soft Drinks i i 43 1 | 8.3
Ice Cream 352 = | _—
Beer, Cider and -‘:‘j}lrll‘i “ete. 55 4 7.5
Lozenges and Tablets ... i 27 — —
Tonics and Tonic Preparations S| 4 = =
Oils oe | 15 == —
Ointments o | 8 2 25.0
Syrups and Mixtures ... | 14 2 14.3
Other Drugs ... st | T1 & 8.4
' 2,457 120 4.9

Adulterated Milk Samples,
The number of milk samples returned as adulterated was 72, including 12 Channel Islands
milk samples which were deficient in fat.

Information as to the nature of the adulteration and details rvegarding indivdual samples is
given in the following summary and table . —

Number containing added water 28
Number deficient of fat . 43
Number containing : l:l{'l_’{] water and dHEILlEIIt- in fut 1
Number {:n!]tzlitling preservatives ... Nil

The percentage of adulterated milks including the Channel Islands milk samples is 6.5 which
18 lower than that for the previous year (7.5 per cent.). The percentage of adulteration for the
ordinary milk samples excluding those of Channel Islands milk is even lower, being 5.8 per cent.
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No. Added water or fat  Action taken and results | No. Added water or fat  Action taken and results

deficiency. of legal proceedings. deficiency. of legal proceedings.

16 11.7% Fat ... oo Unutioned. 1048 At least 18.7% Fat... Exonerate r fappeal to

17T At lenst 11.4% Water | Fined £5, Advocate’s fee 2 cow’’ l:rlull:iulrs':pl E_‘;m,

18 At least 6.7% Water | £4, Witness £1. tioned with advice to

53 At least 12.79% Fat... Cautioned, improve the quality of

353 At least 6.89 Water Fined £3, Advocate’'s fee the mille.
£5 5z, 0d. 1166 14,39 Fat ditto

390 16.7% Fat Sample taken from a
small quantity of milk.

To be resampled.

443 At least 179% Fat ... | Vendor exonerated hy

483 16.7% Fat ... s “appeal to cow™ | 1378 10.6% Water
sample. T6% Fat = ... Fined £2, Advocate's fee

456 13.39% Fat ... See Nos, 864 to 866, 5.4% above that due £5 3s. 0d.

547 15.3% Fat Retailer partially exon- to added water ...
erated by samples taken | 1481 14.67% Water ... | Fined £2, Advocate's fec
in course of 1|1_:i'|i'L‘1':.'. 1482 12, % Water £1 1s. 0d., Witness

585 At least 49, Water by Hesample at a  future 10/-.

freezing  point  test date. 1548 12.7% Fat Further samples to be

503 17.5% Water wo  Fined £1, Advoeate’s fec taken.
£5 5s. 0d. Further Ad- | 1646 At least 14.2% Water Fined 10/-. Advocate's
vocate’s fee £5 bs. Od, fee £1 1s. 0d.
payable to producer, 1795 At least 189 Water... Exonerated by sample in

704 109% Fat Resample at a future course of delivery, sce
date. No. 1814.

705 10% Fat ditto, 1814 19.5% Water oo Fined £5, costs £5 5s. 0d.

T07 10% Fat ... Lantioned. 1854 3% Water ... Defendant pleaded guilty.

713 At least 28,39, Fat... Fined £5, Advoeate’s fee | 1855 13.85% Water Court ordered absolute
£5 bs, 0d. Further Ad- discharge on payment
vocale’'s fee £5 5s. Od. of costs. Advocate’s fee
payahle to producer. £5 5s. 0d., costs 14/-.

B60 21% Fat Exoncrated by samples in | 1912 At least 4.1% Water Uautioned.
course of delivery Nos. | 1924 At least 6.6% Water Fined £5, Advocate’s fee
BTT to 880. Cautioned. £3 3s. 0d.

864 9% Fat Exonerated by samples in | 2128 At least 15.3% Water Sce Nos. 2275a and 2273.

865 10.79 Fat ... course of delivery Nos, Fined £3.

866 109% Fat = BBO, BO0 and 892, | 2149 At least 7.3% Water
Cautioned, by freezing point... | See No. 2128.

B7T7T 17.3% Fat Exonerated by “appeal to | 2175a At least 3.5% Water

878 20.7% Fat cow’’ sample, No, 885, | 2223a At least 10.6%, Water

470 16.7% Fat Producer eautioned, 2256 30.7% Far ... woe Cautioned.

880 249 Fat 2844 At least 21.259 “’:lhrrl i

889 9% Fat 2245 At least 5.3% Water § Sc¢ No. 2128,

BA90 10% Fat .- | Producer cantioned. 2873 At least 5.2% Water Iined £3.

892 5% Fat 2275a At least 4.6% Water See No. 2128.

930 6.7% Fat Previous samples genuine. | 2385 1549, Water oo | Defendant pleaded guilty.
Further sample to be | 2386 9.0%, Water Fined £5, Advocate’s
taken. fee £2 2s, 0d., Wit-

940 15% Fat Exoncrated by sample in j ness 10/-,
course of delivery, Plea of guilty. Presence
No. 946. Cautioned. 2425 At least 95“3'\ Water of added water due to

946 6.7% Fat Cautioned. 2426 At least 8.29% Waler leakage in cooler, Fined

990 7.53% Fat Cantioned. Producer ad- | 2427 At least 8.09% Water £1, Advocate's fee
vised to take steps to | 2428 At least 7.5% Water £4 4s. 0d., Witnesses
improve the quality of £2 10s. 0d.
the milk.

1042 At least 159 Fat ditto,
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No. 15. The sample was taken from bottled milk and previous samples from the same
vendor have been genuine.  The explanation given by the producer was that all the strippings
were put into one churn and the sample must have been taken drom one of the remaining churns.
He agreed to mix, in bulk, the whole of the milk and samples taken at a later date were all
genume.

Nos. 17 and 18. A large factory purchased milk from this producer and a samiple taken from
the factory at the end of last yvear was found to contain added water. Investigations conducted by
the factory showed that the milk from this producer was probably responsible for the water in the
fuctory sample.

Appeal to cow samples taken from 25 cows belonging to the producer were of good
quality.

The factory and producer were prosecuted and both pleaded guilty. The former could
not rely on Section 83 of the Food and Drugs Aet, 1958, as they could not prove that, on the day
on which the sample was taken from the factory milk, this producer supplied milk containing
added water.

The result of the action against the factory, which was pending from last year, was a
fine of £3 and an advocate's fee of £4 4s. Od.

Nos. 443 and 485. Only T.T. bottled milk is bought by this vendor so that he must have sold
it as he received it. Morning and evening appeal to cow samples were taken from 13 cows. The
evening appeal saimnples contained good percentages of fat but two out of three of the morning
appeal samples contained only 2.6 per cent. of fat. OUn investigation it was found that the in-
tervals of mulking were very uneven, being 9 and 15 hours.

The vendor and producer were exonerated by the appeal samples. The producer was
advised as to the intervals of milking.

No. 547. Three samples taken in course of delivery contained 2.9, 2.93 and 2.87 per cent.
of fat respectively. These samples exonerated the retailer and the producer was advised to take
steps to improve the quality of the milk.

No. 585. This sample contained 8.33 per cent. of solids-not-fat which is a deficiency equiva-
lent to only 2 per cent. of added water, but the freezing point showed the presence of at least 4
per cent. It was taken from one and threequarters gallons of milk and as the amount of added
water was small, no caution was issued, but further samples will be taken at a future date.

No. 593. This was an interesting case as Section 83 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, was
pleaded by the defence. This section nakes a defence available to the defendant where some
other person is alleged to be responsible for the commission of the offence charged. Three clear
days’ notice must be given to the prosecution of the intention to rely on this defence and the
person to whose act or default it is alleged that the contravention of the provisions in question
was due may be brought before the court in the proceedings.

The fault was alleged to be the producer’s but five samples were taken from him in
course of delivery all of which proved to be genuine, so that it was difficult to understand how
he could be charged with this offence. However it was held by the court that all the require-
ments of the Section had not been met by the defence and the case against the producer was dis-
missed on payment of an advocate's fee of £5 5s. (Od.
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The further evidence put forward by the defence was held not to be a complete chain
from cow to sale and the defendant was fined as stated in the table.

No. 713. Section 83 of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1938, was pleaded by the retailer,
but the case against the producer, whom it was alleged was responsible for the contravention,
was dismissed on pavment of £5 5s. 0d. advocute’s fee.

There were 25 cows in the producer’s herd and the sample was evening's milk. Two
samples were taken in course of delivery and on analysis were found to contain 4.8 and 4.59 per
cent. of fat, whereas the original sample contained only 2.15 per cent. This represents an average
deficiency of 54 per cent.

Nos. 864 to 866, 889, 890 and 892. Samples Nos. 864 to 866 were sold by the same vendor
as sold sample No. 456 all of which were deficient of fat. Seven samples were taken in course of
delivery, three of these (Nos. 889, 890 and 892) were also deficient of fat and the sriginal vendor
was therefore exonerated as far as adulteration was concerned, The in course of delivery samples
were taken at the farm and the milk was considered to be as it came from the cows. The original

vendor was cautioned and the producer was advised to take steps to improve the quality of the
milk.

Nos. 1854 and 1855. The defendant pleaded guilty because of the fact that the dairy was not
locked and a fair had been held in a field within 100 yards. A rear party had remained until
three or four days after the day on which the sample had been taken. He suggested that some-
one probabiy abstracted milk from and added water to the milk in the churns as he was certain
that his employee was quite reliable.

The bench ordered an absolute discharge under the Criminal Justice Aet, 1948, as the
explanation of the defendant was accepted. He had to pay costs.

No. 1912, This sample was taken’ from one of the customers of a milk vendor. The latter,
on seeing the Inspector, tipped milk into a bueket and when he was asked for a sample of the
milk in the bucket refused to sell as he said that it was not for sale. However he did agree to a
sample being taken, without sale and as ““milk and water'’. This sample contained 45.0 per cent.
of added water. A further sample taken in connection with this case was genuine. No appeal
sample was taken and the vendor was cautioned.

Nos, 2128, 2149, 2175a, 2223a, 2244, 2245, 2275a and 2273. (Nos. 2149, 2175a, 2228a, 2244
and 2245 were m[ornmlj

Sample No. 2128, The retailer had other millk on the vehicle but served the Inspector from
this churn, the milk in which he had received from the producer only a few minutes previously.
The Jmpeum knew that the producer had seen this sample taken and it was therefore decided
that an in course of delivery sample would certainly be genuine. Ten informal samples were
taken of this producer’'s milk and the resuits of ilie analyses of these samples showed that Satur-
days and Sundays were the mos# likely days upon which added water would be present in the
milk.

A formal sample No. 2275a was taken from the retailer on a Saturday which was found
to contain added water. A sample, No. 2273, in course of delivery, was then taken on the Sun-
day from the producer which also contained added water and finally an appeal to cows sample was
taken and upon analysis was found to be of very good quality containing 5.45 per cent. of fat and
8.8 per cent. of solids-not-fat.

The producer was simmoned on sammples Nos. 2128 and 22753 under Sections 3 and 83 (3)
for selling milk containing added water to the retailer and a second summons was issued under
v . F v " T I - s & "
section 3 for selling nrpl]-: sample No. 2273 containing added water. He was found guilty on both
charges and fined £3 in each case.
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No. 2236. The vendor admitted that he did not stir the milk and records showed that
samples had been taken dfrom him over a number of years and no previous complaint had been
necessary. He was eautioned that any future samples of milk supplied by hitn which proved to be
below the required standard would lead to a prosecution,

Channel Islands Milk.

The Milk (Control and Maximum Prices) (Great Britain) Order, 1947, defines Channel Islands
Milk as milk which (inter alia) contains not less than 4 per cent. of butter fat.

During the year 57 samples of Channel Islands Milk were received and 12 were found to be
deficient of fat.

Details of the adulterated samples are as follows :(—

No. Results of Analysis, Remarks,

1108 15% deficiency of fat

1100 10%, 5 o

1110 a9, i ! Results reported to Ministry of Food.

1209 4.2% = e HiE 5

1381 B " = These samples were taken informally, The vendor is
1383 13.79% b 3 = ity a retailer who obtains his supply from the producer
1384 11.79% = o e from whom samples Nos. 1420 to 1423 were taken,
1385 13.79% i ol i

1420 B8.2% - - i - L i

1421 T.0% - - e s .../ | Results reported to the Ministry of Food.

1422 152% . =

1423  1a5%, .. i :

With regard to the samples Nos. 1420 to 1423 the Ministry of Food reported to us that the
producer had taken steps to ensure that the milk he supplies as Channel Islands Milk shall be
from cattle which have passed the Breed Society and he is arranging to have his herd inspected
by the South-West Guernsey Milk Breeders’ Association. The retailer has been advised to arrange
for regular tests to be made to ensure that the milk complies with the prescribed standard,

Average Composition of Milk Samples.

Year, Total Solids. Fat. Solids-not-fat.
o Yo %
1939 12.60 3.T7 B.83
1945 12.45 3.67 8.78
1946 12.67 3.77 B.90
1947 12.56 3.7T4 8.82
1948 12.52 3.64 8.88
1949 12.45 3.71 8.74

The above figures show little variation and in spite of the difficulties of these years and
especially that in obtaining feeding stuffs, the great bulk of the milk produced in this County has
remained of good quality.
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Other Adulterated or Incorrect Samples,

No.

Description. Nature of Offence. Action taken and results of
legal proceedings.

| 0.5

116 Ligqueur Wine ... | Incorrect label. No statement of | Letter to manufacturers.
aleoholic strength.

119 | Celery Soup (Informal) ...| Infested with beetle and larva of | Shop visited by Inspector.

I Stegobium paniceum.
150 | Piccalilli (Informal) ... .| Incorrect label,  No  ingredients | Retailer cautioned.

|  stated.

200 | Beef Sausages .. 207, deficient of meat ran Fined £10, Advocate’s fee £5 5s. 0:l.
202 | Tincture of Todine {Infurnml] 387 deficient of potassium iodide. | Cautioned., Sample was old stock
1 36.7% below lower limit. manufactured to B.P. 1932.

273 | Cake Flour {(Unsweetened) Heavy infestation with Tyroglyphus | Reported to District Sanitary Inspec-

! (Informal) | farinze. tor. Remainder of stock con-
! 1 demned and surrendered,
367 | Boracic Acid Ointment o] 9.3% Boracie acid instead of 1.0%. | Vendor's attention drawn to the
{Informal) |  Conforms te B.P. 1932, requircments of the B.P. 1948,
369 | Tomato Sauce (Informal) ...1 Incorrect label. Statement of mini- | Reported to  Chicf  Inspector  of
| | mum contents incorrect. Weights & Measures,
419 | Beef Sausage Meat ... wo| 12% deficient of meat . ««o | Further samples to be taken,
562 | Ammoniated Tincture of ...| 78% deficient of ammonia. 21% | Cautioned. Very old stock.
uinine (Informal) |  excess of guining sulphate,
563 | Seidlitz Powder (Informal) ...| Blue packet 400 parts lead per | Cantioned.
million. White packet nil,
663 Potato Crisps (Informal) .| Incorrect label, Incorrect weight on | Reported to Chief Inspector of
wrapper. Weights & Measures,
679 | Vegetable Soup (Informal) Itl{'nrri:rt label. No statement of in- | Reported to Ministry of Food.
gredients,
682 | Orange Bitters vas voo| Incorrect label. No statement of | Cautioned.
alcoholic strength.
6§95 | Brandy oy .--| Equivalent to 32.3 %, added water... | Fined £5, Advocate’s fee £5 5s. 0Od.
726 | Essence {Infﬂrnml] ...| Incorrect label. No address, no | Letter to manufacturers. Reply :—
| minimum contents stated. “Very old stock, remainder with-
' drawn'’., New label satisfactory.
833 Newralgian Mixture (Informal) Ealmt!mlslthm does mot conform to | New labels being printed.
abel,
837 | Spirit of Sal Volatile (Infor-| 35.9% deficient of ammonia. 32.1% | Cautioned. (See No. 897.)
mal) helow lower limit,
8a7 Spirit of Sal Volatile (Infor- A, 30.89 deficient of ammonia, | Cantioned,
mal) 26,89 below lower limit,
B. 37.5% deficient of ammonia,
33.9% below lower limik,
975 | French Mustard (Informal) ...| Incorrect label, No ingredients | Ministry of Food exemption until
stated. 31.12.47. Sample very old stock.
1138 | Butter Powder (Informal) ... Incorrect label. No statement of in- | Formal sample to be taken. See No.
| gredients or weight, 1202.
1139 | Pickling Spice (Informal) Incorrect lnbel, No statement of | Old stock—none remaining. New
weight, | label satisfactory.
1177 | Dried Live Yeast (Informal)... Shght infestation with Stegobium | Reported to District Sanitary Inspec-
|Lu'u: CuI, tor.
1183 Vegetable Soup (Informal) ... Incorrect label, Statement of weight | Reported to  Chief Inspector of
incorrect, Weizhts & Measures.
1286 Pork ':_u.“usagpg. | 529 deficient of meat Fined £5, Advocate's fee £5 5z, Od.
1292 Butter Powder {R._ 113.5} Incorrect  label, No ,l,talti_.rm ni (}f R{.‘p:}rlwl to :'ilinir;trj.‘ of Food.
ingredients or weight,
1349 Tonice Wine | Incorrect  label. Mo statement of | Cautioned. Bmlght at an off-licence

alcoholic strength.

premises and was old stock,
one  bottle was left
withdrawn from sale.

Only
and this was
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.\IH
1389
1523
1578
2213

1666
1766

1841

2008

2041

2161
2198
2202
2211
2275
2276
2279

2359
2363
2369
2421
2538

! Description. Nature of Offence. Action taken and results of
[ legal proceedings.

|

| Gin .| Incorrect label. No name or address. Very old stock,

|
| Cheese Straws ([ Informal)

Glacé Fruit (Informal)
|'lilm-(- Fruit (Informal)

I

i.‘jmm:lg{- Meat ...

{

| Salad Dressing (Informal)

Beans in Tomato Sance
{Informal)

Spread Ginger
(Informal)

Jam (Informal)

Meat Soup (Informal)

Savouries Sausages ...
Mercury Ointment  (Informal)
Spived Tomato Sauce (Infor-

mal)
Beef Sausages ... :

Porridge Oats l_lnfurm:ﬁzl}
Ginger Marmalade (Informal)

Meat Soup Consommé (Infor-

Tinned Meat Soup (Informal)

Honey (Informal)

'_LIH_‘_,_!

.| Incorrect

| No aleoholic strength,
{ -
Incorrect label. No statement
name or address or weight.

"[

IIII'HI‘I‘!'I": I:l':l-l"ll.

: List of ingredi-
cits mcorrect., j

A

49, deficient of meat

volume stated.

| No statement of ingredients. Incor-
| rect label,
|

Incorrect  label. No name or
address.

1

.ol Incorrect  label. No  ingredients

|  stated.

.| Manufacture and sale an imfringe-

ment of the Order.
8.3% deficient of mercury.
below lower limit,
Contains
copper.

5.2%

an  excessive amount of

. 21%, deficicnt of meat ;

Incorrect label, Statement of clams
does not conform to requirements
of the Order.

Incorrect label,. No address

| Incorrect weight on label ...

mial)
Ammoniated Tincture of J T6% deficient of ammonia, 185
Quining {Informal) exeess of guining sulphate.
Faston's Syrup (Informal) ol BB.TY  exeess of steychnine  and

| 19.2% excess of quinine.
Incorrect label, Incorrect \\'uight...

label.
volume stated.,

No weight or

Incorrect  label. No  weight  or
volume stated.
Incorrect label.  No  weight or |

Od stock,  All old wrappers used up.
Nl"“’ LI £ 1'”““'“"““'!' Lo i]ll.‘ nc-
lilﬁ:l‘l']l'l:l‘rll!'.- of the Order.

Importers informed and have taken
the matter up with their Australian
agents, Information also sent to
the Ministry of Food,

Resample at a future date,

Enquiries  revealed that  all  other
bottles displayed bore a second
label giving the required particu-
lars.

Omission an oversight due to manu-
facturcrs, Whaole l'lll]!—iig[ll]ll‘llt with-
drawn until stick-on labels can be
supplied.

Reported  to Chief
"l.‘l"vigh!:‘- and Measures,
sample taken No, 2559,

Use of label suspended at once.
Manufacturers undertake all future
1ssues to l'ill'[llll}' with Order.

Information sent to Ministry of Food.
Old stock.,

Reported to Ministry of Food,

Inspector  of
Official

l“llf]'l'lul :idil'l..lll'.: t!.l{r_'jl N'L 2364'—
genuine,

H‘,r'p;rrtrd to Minist ry of Food,

Fined £3, Advocate’s fee £3 3s. Od.
Information sent to Ministry of Food
for necessary action,

Manufacturers admitted the omission,
Promised to rectify wording on re-
maining jars.

All other tins found
wisight.

Strong caution given,

to be correcl

Manager intervieweil
old stock.

All other tins weighed and found
correct,  Manufacturers cautioned,

Manufacturer eautioned and promised
to comply with the provisions of
the Order in future,

SYFUP wWas very

No. 116—Liqueur Wine.

This sample was a sweetened intn_\:iunt'll'lg litlllm‘ of satistactory

aleoholie strength, containing 39.4 per cent. proof spirit, but the label was an nfringement of the
Labelling of Food Order, 1946, as there was no declaration of alcoholic strength.

A letter was sent to the manufacturers and they replied that new labels had been printed
and would be sent to all purchasers so that thev could aliix them to the ren.ainder of their stock.
A specimen of the new label, received from them, was satisfactory.
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No. 119—Celery Soup (Informal). This sample was unfit for human consumption as it was
badly infested with dead beetles and live larva of Stegobium paniceum. The inspector paid a visit
to the shop and found that the remainder of the stock of this article was also infested and the
whole was destroyed.

No. 150—Picealilli (Informal), The label on this sample was an infringement of the Label-
ling of Food Order, 1946, as there was no statement of ingredients. The Ministry of Food were
asked if the licence issued to the retailers exempted them from conforming to this requirement
of the Order and their reply stated that no such exemption was granted by the licence. A firm
from whom the retailers purchased the sample were emphatic that none of their products left the
factory after the lst July, 1947, with labels which did not conform with the requirements of the
Labelling of Food Order.

The retailers could not produce any evidence proving that the jars of picealilli were
despatched to them after the 1st July and they were therefore cautioned.

No. 563—=8eidlitz Powder (Informal). The contents of the packets were correct but those of
the blue packet contained 400 parts of lead per million. The I3.P. limit is 16.25 parts per million.
An official sample was taken but its lead content was satisfactory.

The chemist was interviewed and he stated *"There is no possibility of contaimmination in
the shop as Seidlitz Powders are kept in a drawer all by themselves. They were already packed
and were bought under warranty from ——. This firm was probably the source of the first sample
(Informal). The second (Formal) sample was from stock purchased from another firm. Seidlitz
Powders are only bought in 3 dozen lots and none remain of the first sample you took™'.

The facts were reported to the first-mentioned firm so that they could check up on their
stock.

No. 8383—Neuralgia Mixture (Informal). The statement of the amounts of the ingredients
which appeared on the label attached to the bottle of this sample was incorrect. The inspector paid
a visit to the shop to explain the matter to the Chemist, and after further correspondence he has
agreed to have new labels printed. He attributed the errors in the amounts to the fact that the
mixture was made up in bulk from an old formula and that he had made mistakes in calculating
the quantities present in {6 fluid ounces; the amount contained in the bottle in which the sample
was sold.

Nos. 837 and 987—Spirit of Sal Volatile (Informal). These samples were evidently made up
according to the requirements of the British Pharmacopeeia 1932 and the vendors' attention was
drawn to the requirements of the new B.I'. 1948,

Nos. 1138—DButter Powder (Informal) and 1292 (Formal). This article was deseribed as
Butter Powder or Creain Neutraliser. It cost 1/- for 4 ounces and was recommended for use in
the preparation of butter. It was therefore an article of food within the meaning of the definition
of food given in the Labelling of Food Order, 1946, and should conform to the requirements of
this Order.

The sample consisted of sodiumn bicarbonate together with less than 1.0 per cent. of
magnesium carbonate and a trace of colouring matter.

The question of the labelling of the above samples was then taken up with the Ministry
of Food who approached the manufacturers and they agreed to amend the label. Proofs of the
new labels have been submitted which carry a statement of ingredients, a declaration of weight
and in addition the common or usual name has heen amended to " Cream Neotraliser''.
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In convection with the change of name the Ministry have agreed to the use, for a period,
of the words “"Formerly known as Butter Powder'’, which will appear immediately below the
name in order to assist in identifying the product in its new name.

No. 1286—Pork Sausages. The defendant stated that he weighed out the meat and fat and
measured the rusks and water in a tin vessel which delivered a known weight. The ingredients
were generally mixed twice but on this oceasion, owing to the very hot weather, the mixture was
soft and he mixed it once only. ‘Lhe Bench found that there was no intentional fraud but that he
must take steps to mix the ingredients adequately.

No. 1389—Gin. There was no statement on the label specifying the name of the packer or
labeller, the address at which the business is carried on or the aleoholic strength as required
by the Labelling of Food Order, 1946. Enquiries revealed that it was very old stock the suppliers
of which could not be traced. The atiention of the vendor was drawn to the label on the bottle
and she has undertaken to withdraw a.l bottles of intoxicating liquor not complying with the re-
quirements of the Order and to have them properly labelled before displaying them for sale.

No. 2008— — Spread Ginger (Informal). The manufacturers contended that the article was
exempt from the requirements of the Labelling of Food Order and an official sample was taken.
They have now undertaken that no further suppiies will be dispatched until labelled correctly.
They have also agreed to collect the remaining stock held by the retailer concerned.

No. 2161-—Meat Soup (Informal). No statement of ingredients appeared on the label and in
addition the analysis showed that much less than 6 per cent. of meat was present. The infor-
mation was sent to the Ministry of Food and the reply stated ' Before the Code of Practice was
issued, this product was known to contain less than ¢ per cent. of meat and no statement of in-
gredients was required. New labels submitted in June, 1948, were satisfactory and the sample
must therefore be old stock''. Further enquiries revealed that it was old stock.

No. 2276—Porridge Oats (Informal). The statement of claims to which objection was taken
did not appear on the labels submitted to the Ministry of Food for approval. The manufacturers
have undertaken to omit this statement on the new labels.

No. 2369—Easton’s Syrup (Informal). This was the second oceasion on which a sample from
this shop had been carelessly dispensed. The owner has recently died and the manager stated
that the two mixtures from which the syrup was made have been exhausted and were both very
old stock. When the business is passed to a new owner he will take steps to advise him of the
careless dispensing.

Statutory Instruments.

Since the beginning of 1948 the “*Statutory Rules and Orders’’ have been known as "*Statu-
tory Instruments’' and a number of new *‘Instruments’’ have been made during 1949.

The Mineral OQil in Food Order, 1949, prohibits the use of mineral oil in the preparation of
food intended for sale for human consumption and no person may sell or have in his possession for
sale for human consumption any article of food containing any mineral oil. The Order makes &
limit of 0.2 per cent. by weight of mineral oil which must not be exceeded, and the presence of
which must not be due to its inclusion as an ingredient but to its use as a lubricant or greasing
agent in the preparation of the article of food.
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This Order will put a stop to the practice of using mineral oil in the preparation of foodstulfs
which had previously been giving us much concern.

The Food Standard (Table Jellies) Ovder, 1949, preseribes stundards for table jelly tablets,
table jelly crystals and table jelly compounds. Table jelly tablets must contain not less than 72
per cent. by weight of soluble solids and not less than 63 per cent. of sugar; table jelly erystals
must not contain less than 84 per cent. of sugar and the compounds not less than 50 per cent.
also, in the case of the latter articles, if starch is present then it must not amount to more than
20 per cent. by weight.

All jellies must now comply with a “'setting test”” which is deseribed in detail in the Schedule
to the Order, but this test has been subject to some eriticism.

The Food Standard (Curry Powder) Order, 1949, has prescribed the following standards for
curry powder :—
(@) Curry Powder shall contain not less than 55 per cent. of spices, aromatic seeds and
aromatic herbs, and

(b) Curry Powder shall not contain lead in excess of 10 parts per million.

This standard allows the inclusion of farinaceous materials and/or salt up to a maximum of
15 per cent. Bome manufacturers hold the opinion that the other ingredients hmprove the article,

The standard will not come into operation as far as retail sales are concerned until the 1st
Uctober, 1950,

Tomato ketchup, eatsup, sauce, ete., have also received attention and The Food Standards
(Tomato Ketehup) Order, 1949, preseribes standaids for these articles. They may not contain
less than 6.0 per cent. by weight of tomato solids and may not contain any fruit or vegetables
other than tomato except onions, garlic and spices added for flavouring purposes.

A limit of not more than 50 parts per million of copper on the dried total solids is also imposed.
Again, the operation of this Order is the 1st day of October, 1950.

The only other Order which I need mention is the Food Standards (Preserves) (Amendment)
Order, 1949, which came into operation on the 16th October, 1949. This Order presecribes stan-
dards for fruit curd and mincemeat.

For fruit eurd the Order lays down that it shall contain not less than 4 per cent. of fat, 0.33 per
cent. of citric acid, 0.125 per cent. of oil of lemon (0.25 per cent. of oil of orange) and not less
than 1.0 per cent. of dried whole egg (or its equivalent).

For mincemeat the standard is:—100 parts shall contain not less than 0.5 part of acetic acid,
not less than 30 parts of added sugar, not less than 30 parts of dried fruit or peel and not less
than 2.5 parts of suet or equivalent fat.

The percentage of soluble solids must not be less than 65 in both cases.
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Ice Cream.

The Ministry of Food from November, 1948, made available to ice cream manufacturers,
additional supplies of sugar and in certain cases of fat. Those manufacturers wishing to avail
themselves of the additional supplies have been required to sign an undertaking that their ice cream
will have a minimum fat content of 2.5 per cent.

Local Authorities have been asked to co-operate in securing the observance of the undertaking
by supplying copies of analyses giving the fat contents of any ice ecream samples taken in their
area.

Your Chief Inspector of Weights and Measures has arranged for samples to be taken through-
out the County and has sent the required information regarding each sample to the Ministry of

Food.

Three hundred and fifty-two samples have been received and the following table gives for each
month the number of samples containing the same amounts of fat or the frequency with which
each percentage of fat occurred .—

Range of No. of samples.
fat content - - :
% May. | June. July. | August. t.ivptemhur.i October. | November, | December.
| | |
Less than 1.0 0 0 | 0 0 | 0 ! 0 | 0 0
1.0— 2.4 ... 0 0 3 | 1 | pa 0 0
25— 79 ... 38 | 28 | 1| I 514 26 | 21 | 10 10
5.0—-11.9 ... 22 | 17 21 | 15 20 | 20 | 15 11
12.0 and over 1 | 2 L i 3 3 | 5 i 2 3
|
Total ... 56 47 46 55 50 ‘ 46 ‘ X 24

One sample received in April contained 3.7 per cent. of fat.

The circular from the Ministry of Food states that the use of a minitium fat content of 2.5
per cent. for this purpose must not be interpreted as meaning that this figure is regarded as a
proper standard for ice cream.

This eannot Le stressed too strongly as it is in fact a very low percentage. It was generally
accepted in the pre-war period that a satislactory ice cream should contain at least 8.0 per cent.
of fat.

There has been a marked improvement in the quality of this product during 1949 and only 5
or 1.4 per cent. of the samples had a fat content lower than 2.5 per cent. and only 10 or 2.8 per
cent. lower than 3.0 per cent., whereas in 18, the number of samples containing less than 3.0
per cent. of fat was 49 per cent.

Merchandise Marks Act.

One sample of starch was submitted under the above Act which proved to be rice starch and
was satisfactory.
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Fertilisers and Feeding Stufis Act,

The total number of samples received was 27, details of which are given below :—
Fertilisers (20).

Fertiliser ZE 5
Caleium Cyanamide 1
Bone Meal 4
Sulphate of Ammonia ]
Superphosphate of Lime ... 1
Dried Blood ... 2
Sulphate of Potash ... 1
Muriate of Potash 1

Total 20

Two of the five samples of fertilisers were mixed sludge and of little value as fertilisers; one
of the remaining samples consisted of very impure ealcium earbonate and the other two were
guaranteed compound fertilisers containing nitrogen, phosphates and potash, both of which were
satisfactory.

The sample of cvanamide contained an amount of nitrogen which was very near to that of the
guarantee and the four samples of bone meal were satisfactory. Two of these were guaranteed

with respect to their nitrogen and phosphate contents and the amounts found were well within the
limits allowed.

The nitrogen content of the five samples of sulphate of anamonia ranged from 20.7 to 21.0

per cent., three of these were sold with guarantees and all were satisfactory. None of the samples
contained any free acidity.

Both samples of dried blood contained 12.9 per cent. of nitrogen which was very eclose to
that guaranteed in each case.

The sulphate of potash fertiliser contained 48.7 per cent. of potash (K,0) which was very
near to the guaranteed amount of 48.5. The muriate of potash contained 48.83 per cent. of potash
(K,0) which was satisfactory. The sample of superphosphate contained 20.3 per eent. of soluble
phosphate.

Apart from three samples, from a private source, all were taken informally and, in the case
of six of these, no statement showing the amount of the essential constituents was seen by the
Inspector. The attention of the vendors of these six samples was drawn to the requirements of
the Aet with regard to the sale of small quantities.

Feeding Stufis (7).

Dairy Cake ... ... 1 Formal.
Milk Substitute ... ... 2 Informal.
Barley Secreenings ... ir

Codmeal
Cod Liver Qil Condiment ...
Poultry Spice

L
i

1
1
1
1
Total adar
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The Dairy Cake was taken and submitted formally because of alleged injury to cattle. Its
composition satisfied the conditions as to content laid down in Part A, 1, of the Second Schedule
of the I'eeding Stuffs (Regulation of Manufacture) Order, 1948 (Amendment) Order, 1948, with
the exception that the amount of chlorine expressed as sodium chloride was 44 per cent. below
the lower limit of 1.0 per cent. The sample contained no arsenie, no excessive amount of soluble
salts, sand or silicious matter and no castor oil seed, mustard or charlock or cyanogenetic gluco-
sides. It was suitable for feeding to cattle.

The two milk substitutes consisted mainly of dried skimmed milk with added milk sugar,
maize meal and a very small amount of liver oil.

The sample of barley screenings was fairly satisfactory. It contained an appreciable anount
of carbohydrate and protein and a small amount of oil.

The remaining three samples of feeding stuffs were all satisfactory.

Chemical Analysis of Drinking Waters.

One hundred and sixteen samples of water and two samples of soil were received and details
of these are given below :—

For general analysis ... ]
8. B. & O. 2342 analysis

Samples for special tests A |
Samples of soil 2
Drinking water deposits ... 2

The samples of soil were submitted for examination in connection with the corrosion of pipes.
Both samples were slightly acid.

The samples for special tests included those for determining the action of the water on metals
and investigations of complaints of smell and taste. In one such case a reservoir was contam-
inated with petrol and in another the taste was due to the action of chlorine on alge. One sample
contained worms which belonged to the Annelida elass and genus Nais.

A water of rather unusual composition was received during the year. It gave the following
results on analysis :—

Total solids ... 1,810 parts per million.
Alkalinity (as CaCO,) 470 i 3
Total hardness (as CaCOQ,) ... 265 . "
Chlorides (as NaCl) 300 A i’
Sulphates in large amount,

Free carbon dioxide 11 %5 i

pH 7.9

No precipitate was obtained on boiling showing that there was no temporary hardness and the
mineral analysis showed that its composition was probably :—

Sodium bicarbonate 720 parts per million.
Caleium chloride ... 150 i i
Magnesium sulphate 100 i i
Bodium ehloride 300 o -
Sodium sulphate ... 1,000 "

The addition of an excess of sodium bicarbonate produced a precipitate on boiling.
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Sewages, Effluents, etc.

A summary of the hundred and sixty-seven samples is given below:—

Sewages 20
Effluents [Bewatre and dee} 67
River and stream waters ... B84
.Miscellaneous o i o o i

The collection of records of the changes which take place in rivers and streams owing to the
discharge into these watercourses of sewage and trade effluents has been continued during the
year.

Twe groups of sewage samples were received from two sewage works. They were represen-
tative of ihe efluent for each 24 hours on five consecutive days. These samples were submitted
in connection with the preparation of plans for the reconstruction of the sewage works.

In consequence of a complaint that a whitish deposit was forming on the river bed around the
point of entrance of an effluent from an industrial plant, a sample of the effluent was submitted
for examination. This was found to contain an excessive amount of solids in suspension, namely,
87 parts per hundred thousand. The eompany were able to improve this effluent and a later
sample econtained only 3.2 parts per hundred thousand which was satisfactory.

Motor Spirit (Regulation) Act, 1948,

Thirty samples of petrol were received and one sample of fuel. All the petrol samples, except
one, contained diphenylamine and all were proved to be Motor Spirit within the meaning of the
Regulations.

The sample of ““fuel” consisted mainly of paraffin together with approximately 20 per cent.
of lubricating oil.

Miscellaneous Samples.

Seventy-seven samples were received from various sources during the year. The following is
a sunmary of these samples:—

Foodstuffs e B8
Spirits 3
Samples from the School Meals Section ... 33
Ditch water 1
Viscera for poisons ... 2
Anti-lice dusting powder 1
Chloros 1

The majority of the foodstuffs were submitted in connection with complaints. Samples of
tinned fish roe paste and luncheon roll were found to be satisfactory. The contents contained
not more than one grain of tin per pound and were normal. The contents of two tins of tomato
paste contained large amounts of tin which amounted to 5.8 and 8.0 grains per pound respectively.
These amounts were greatly in excess of the generally accepted limit of 2 grains per pound.

Two jars of preserved ginger in syrup had Jdeteriorated to such an extent as to be no longer of
saleable value. Yeast cells were present in both samples which had fermented and the jars were
under great pressure.
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One sample of Whisky Liqueur was of satisfactory alcoholic strength of 59.5 per cent. proof
spirit.

I'wo samples of whisky were received one of which was alleged to contain methylated spirits.
No methylated spirits was found in either sample and their aleoholic strengths were satisfactory.

A Channel Islands milk sample submitted from a private source contained 4.2 per cent. of
fat and was therefore satisfactory. Ten samples of milk were also received from private sources,
Two of these milks were 20 and 8.5 per cent. deficient of fat respeetively and one other was sour.

A decorated iced eake was received from a loeal Food Enforcement Inspector. The weight of
the cake and the total percentage of oils, fats, sugar and dried egg solids made this H-l‘t-lblﬂ sub-
ject to the provisions of the Flour Confectionery (Control and Maximum Prices) Order, 1946
(Amendment No. 4) Order, 1948, which controls the retail price of the article.

Three further samples from a private source were of sausage, brawn and stock. The sausages
contained 52 per cent. of meat, the brawn 72 per cent. and the protein E:c:-nteul. of the stock was
equivalent to 10.5 per cent. of ‘defatted meat.

One sample of sugar was alleged to have a peculiar taste and was found to contain 20 per
cent. of salt which without doubt accounted for the taste. One sample of fat was received and
was proved to be horse fat.

The ditch water contained an oil consisting of parafiin and probably a hydrocarbon grease.
The sample of chloros was satisfactory and contained 14.7 per cent. of av ailable chlorine.

The anti-lice dusting powder was submitted in connection with the death and illness of some
calves which had been dusted very thoroughly in an enciosed space. 1t consisted of 5 per cent.
of benzene hexachloride and 93 per cent. of aluminium silicate (kaolin or china clay). The
animals probably breathed in an appreciable quantity of the powder.

The School Meals Section submitted various articles for examination, the largest number
being in connection with tenders from firms. On the whole, the samples were quite satisfactory.

Other samples were sent in because of complaints from the kitchens. Two of sago tasted
slightly musty when cooked with milk and sugar A deposit had formed on plates at one kitchen
which was found to be caleium carbonate. A piece of red substance was found in a school meal—
was it lipstick? It was proved to consist of about 43 per cent. of caleium sulphate and a red dye-
stuff. It possessed no scent and was brittle. These were not the characteristics of lipstick but
were those of grease paint, pencil or crayon.

Two specimens of viscera were received, one the viscera of a pig and the other of a pullet.
The death of the pig was alleged to be due to zine phosphide or other rat poison and that of the
pullet to zine phosphide. The viscera of the pig possessed no odour of phosphide. Microscopical
examination revealed starch and other cells of wheat but no evidence of the presence of red squill
was found. No arsenic, strychnine or other alkaloidal poisons were found and a negative chemical
test for phosphine was obtained. The amount of zine found in the stomach and contents was
equivalent to 15 parts per million which is below the amounts reported to be present in normal
animal viscera.

The analysis therefore did not reveal the cause of death.

On the other hand, the viscera of the pullet did possess an odour of phosphide and its pre-
sence was confirmed. 880 parts per million of «ine were found, which is equivalent to 1,055 parts
per million of zine phosphide. These results confirmed that zine phosphide was the cause of death.
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