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Somerset County Council.

REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR

1943

J. F. DAVIDSON,
0.B.E., M.B,, Ch.B.,, DP.H.,

County Medical Officer of Health.



To the Chairman and Members of the Public Health and Housing Committee,
Somerset County Council,

T CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit 1y Seventh Annual Report upon the Health Administration of
the County. Owing to the present circumstances, this report is reduced in size, and it is, in

fact, mainly a summary.

Considering the various difficulties and abnormal circumstances, the health of the County
has been remarkably good.

The health statistics are not so satisfactory as they were in the exceptional return for 1942,
but nevertheless they are quite good. The two conditions which have eaused particular eoncern

are venercal discoses and tuberculosis, and both show material increases in cases.

Notwithstanding the continual strain on our general resources, together with a grave shortage
of stafi in several sections of the department, every effort has been made to meet all the many

calls, routine and special, that have arisen during the year.

I must point out, however, that shortage of staff through various reasons—eallup for
military service, illness, inability to fill important vacancies, and so forth, is giving rise to

several serious situations, with resulting grave arrears in some parts of our work.

I continue to be greatly indebted to Sir William Savage for his assistance which includes the
responsibility for the detail of this 'Iteport.
I am,

Your obedient Servant,

J. F. DAVIDSON,

County Medical Officer of Health.
Taunton.

September, 1944.
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (in acres): 1,028,992,

Population (1945) omitted at the request of the Ministry of Health.

Live Births:—Total 7,475; Legitimate 6,992; Illegitimate 483; Still births 202. .
Rateable Value :—£2,716,204 (1943).

Sum represented by a penny rale :—£10,979 (1943-44); £11,140 (1944-45).

Birth rate:

16.25. Illegitimate births 6.46 per cent.
Death rate :—12.80.
Deaths under 1 year of age:—303. Rate of infantile mortality :—40.5.

Although there were actually fewer births than in the previous year, with a lower popula-
tion the birth rate continues to rise and is higher than for any period since 1924. Unfortunately
the percentage of illegitimate births has also risen greatly. The normal is between 3 and 4 per
cent. ; for 1942 it was 5.68 and for 1943 it was 6.46, nearly double the usual rate. The death rate
15 still low, 12.30 for an uncorrected death rate, but higher than for the previous year (11.85).
This 15 largely accounted for by the increase of 55 deaths under one year of age. The rate of
infantile mortality is only 40.5 but is above the remarkably low figure of 32.85 for 1942,

The infantile mortality rates for each district are given in Tables IV and V, but for a single
vear the fignres are far too small for any eomparative deductions. Over a period of 10 years it is
justifiable to regard differences as of some significance and the figures for the different areas for
the 10 year period 1954-43 inclusive are shown in the following table,



COUNTY OF SOMERSET.

Infantile Mortality Rate over a period of 10 years (1934-43).

| Infantile Infantile

Urban Districts, Mortality Rate. Rural Districts. I'-Iortallt]r Pntc
Bridgwater ... 49.8 Axbridge ‘ 42.8
Burnham 59.7 Bathavon ‘ 45.9
Chard zus] 81.3 Bridgwater | 48.0
Clevedon 3 = H0.8 Chard )| 44.9
Crewkerne 42.7 | Clutton sl 48.7
Frome ! 44.0 Dulverton aiee] 47.3
Glastonbury - 25.9 Frome 41.5
Ilminster : ol 28.7 Langport 35.9
Keynsham (6 jrenrs t:-nl};} . 36.4 Long Ashton ... ) 37.3
Minehead 40.5 Bhepton Mallet o 48.1
Norton-Radstock 39.7 Taunton 53.5
Portishead ... 20.4 Wellington 4.1
Bhepton Mallet 39.2 Wells 50.9
Street 43.2 Williton 45.5
Taunton prae A 49.2 Wineanton 35.6
Watchet 55.1 Yeovil 438
Wellington ... 50.3 Urhan I]!sf..llﬂls- 43.3
Wells : 49.9 Hural o 43.8
Weston-super- Mar-a 47.1 County Rate 43.6
Yeaovil 35.8 |

It is of interest that the Urban and Rural rates are practically identieal.

The rates in tho rural districts are fairly uniform and all except 6 fall between 40 and 50.
Four are below, Langport, Long Ashton, Wellington and Wineanton, while two are above,
e., Wells Hur: lI md Taunton Huril There are more variations in the urban digstriets and rates
above 50 are shown for Clevedon, Watehet and Wellinglon, while exceptionally low rates are for
Chard, Glastonbury, Tlminster and Portishead. On the whole the figures do not disclose any areas
with an exeeptionally high rate of infantile mortality.

The causes of death are set out in the Tables, the chief causes of death being heart diseases
(1.415 deaths), cancer and other forms of malignant disease (8283 deaths), bronechitis and pneu-
monia (465 deaths), and tubereulosis (215 deaths).

The essential statistical returns covering births, infantile mortality, and deaths are given
in the following Tables from I to V.
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TABLI 1.

Causes of, and Ages at Death during the Year 1943,

e mmmmm e m e S L e — e —

HEIT DEATHS AT THE SUBJOINED AGES OF “'RESIDENTS"
CAUSES OF DEATH. WHETHER OCCURRING WITHIN OR WITHOUT THE DISTRICT.
1 and | 5and |15 and |45 and 65 and
All | Under | under | under | under | under | up-
ages. |l year. |5 years |15 years 45 years 65 years| wards,
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0
Cerebro spinal fever 7 1 3 1 9 0 0
Searlet fever ... 1 0 0 | 1 0 0
Whooping cough 5 2 3 . ERE 1 0 0
Diphtheria L - 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
Tubereulosis of respir. sysLun 159 1 0 0 26 52 10
Other forms of tuberculosis ...| 56 6 13 7 17 8 5
Syphilitic diseases 1] 0 | e ] 0 4 8 B
Influenza ] 210 3 3 5 | 19 45 | 135
Measles s | 0 1 0 0 0 0
Aeute poliomyelitis u.ud * |
polio-encephalitis ... 0 0 0 ) 0 0
Acute inf. encephalitis 7 0 1 o] 3 3 0
Cancer of bue. eavity & wesoph. - |
(M), uterus (F) B3 0 0 0 7 35 41
Cancer of stomach & duudenum 151 0 ] 1 0 5 50 a5
Cancer of breast ke 92 o | 0 0" 13 38 41
Cancer of all other Bltea | W L i 2 1 20 | 142 | 821
Diabetes . zemd 1 0 0 0 ] 21 33
Intra-cranial vascular leamna 629 1 1 2 13 136 476
Heart disease ... ...| 1415 1 0 4 38 | 264 1108
Other diseases of cire. syatem 146 0 0 0 5 o4 | 117
Bronehitis o | 286 7 2 o e 44 204
Ijﬂﬁ-umﬂn]ﬂ s s=s 199’ 33 ? 2 1? 35 105
Other respiratory iliwsase? bua 71 2 0 0 6 28 37
Uleer of stomach or duodenum| 5] 0 0 0 4 24 23
Diarrheea, under 2 ]raara -+f 15| 15 0 0 0 0 0
Appendieitia 3 aen 30 0 3 S 4 12
Other digestive d.lsaasﬁn | 181 3 2 T N 49 87
Nephritis o 197 0 0 T T 37 | 144
Puerperal and pmt aborli HBp&lEI 6 0 0 0| 8 0 0
Other maternal causes sanil i 18 0 0 0 | 18 0 0
Premature birth 79| 79 0 ) BN P 0 0
Congenital mulfc:rmatmua hlth :
injuries, infantile diseases ...| 133 | 116 2 4 | 7 3 1
Suicide o 35 0 0 Oy |, 8 16 10
Toad traffic n.-:-::dents 16 0 1 e Y 1 1] 17 11
Other violent causes ...  -..] 137 | 14 7 g | o 2 | b8
All other causes .| 680 | 17 9 5 57 95 | 497
5662 | 303 | 62 | 56 | 466 (1208 (3572
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TABLE II.
Causcs of Death at all Ages in each District during the Year 1943,
RURAL DISTRICTS.

=
o2 = -1 - wl
CAUSES OF DEATH. a2 & |8 JlEE |2 % E EE
ool = z|lB2| |H5|l<|=5]&]|2 ol=l: |
BlS|Els 2 d@lal B clel&la|El<|E(al
=] o = bE — 0 ]
HEIFTELR 3 Alefolalzlgl2]4 & E o e
X|l<|E|2|R[E|B|Z[(8|R|Z2|a|a]|E|5]|a|6R
-ﬂmmuuﬂmqumt—uﬁa3ﬁ'@-liﬂ
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers] 0 o of of o 1'] of of of O] of of of O Oq
Cerebro spinal fever 0 q 4 o ol of of 1] 1 IEIII o0 ol Of O 0f €
Bearlet fever 1l of o o0 o] of of of of of of of of O 0O 1
Whooping cough 0 o 1 O of Of o 1 Lll 0 U| o Of 0 ¢ i
Diphtheria 1 of O of O O of Of ® Of o o of 1l o 0O o0 1
Tubereulosis of respir. s;.ratmn 14 20100 1] 2| o] 4 5 13| 21 8 1| 4 8 5 2 76
Other forms of tuberculosis ...| 5| 2| & o9 n 4 28 20 11 11 21 3 2 84
Syphilitic diseases o 1} of 1} 1] o Oof of 4 Of Of O of O Of O 4
Influenza 9# 9 21| 7| 12| 2| 4 o 1| 4| 8 2 1} S5 11 6} 11
Measles of Of O] Of Oof of 0| of Of Of- 0] 4 ol Of Of O
Acute lmhmuyalltls ﬂtld

polio-encephalitis of vy O of Of of Of of O O Of Of o/ O 0O O
Acute inf. encephalitis ol of of of 1] 0 ﬂ‘ o ¥ 11 1f of of 1f O O 5
Cancer of bue. eavity & esoph.

(M), uterus (F) 8 4 S 213 1y J A4 1| A 3 A o o H 3 44
Cancer of stomach & dundrnnm 6] 31 o 7 1 1} Y S 194 I & O 4 4 & 8 7
Cancer of breast ! d0k 20 A Al NoEE I8l e o8 1L ool Yedl A4
Cancer of all other sites 23| 24 18| 9| 16| 6| 10| 11| 20 S| 17| 12 o] 9| 24| 16 233
Diabetes : .| 8 of 1) of 3 1| 1| 3 2 1 2 1§ 3| of 2 4 30
Intra-eranial vascular 'Iesmna 32| 32| 36| 16| 37| 14| 11] 18] 28| 21| 31| 10| 20| 20{ 21| 21| 36
Heart disease .| 89| 62| 43| 82| 50| 17| 32| 46| 70| 33| 57| 25| 30| 45| 40| 37| 71
Other diseases of cire. sysl.(,m 6] 6 3 7| 5| 4f 2 410 3| § 7 7 3 3 8
Bronchitis 4 6] 8 S 711 3| 8 10{ 14] 4 17 4 o2 9 12 12
Pneumonia 6] 8 12| 12| 21 5 7 13 6 4] 7 | o 12 118
Other respiratory disease 31 3| 20 11 4 of 3| 4 2 3 o 1f 2 I 3 33
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum| 2| 2 1} 1f 1| o] 2 2 ﬂl 2A o of 3 1 2
Diarrhcea, under 2 years 0] 21 0f 0f gl 0] of 24 of of of of 1| 1| 2 8
Appendicitis 2 3 4 1 o o)1 oo oo 1| of of 2 1
Other digestive dmeaaes. 4] 3. 8 5 3| 8 4 3 e 5 6 2 1| 8 § 7
Nephritis .| 10] & 8 2| 5 1] 11} 2| 2f 7| 14 5 S 8 8
Puerpergl and pust-abnrt. sepsis| 1| 0 ﬂl o O of O 0 0 ﬂl o o Of O gl 1
Other maternal causes 1l of o 1f of of 1] o 2 O 1 O o 1
Premature birth 5| of 4] 4 ol of i} A 2 3 1 1] o 2 4l
Cﬁngenlt«ai malformations, b1rfh

injuries, infantile diseases ... 3] 8 of 4 4 2| 8 71100 3 2 21 3 3 6 71
Suicide 3l of M 1 8 Of of 24 8 11 1 21 1 o O 19
Hokd (eunio hncibots 15 4| 5| 20 11 1| of of of 2 1 1| 3 3 3 O 28
Other violent causes | 6] 8 4 Of 3 6/ 21 410 8 4 2 o 104 5 r7
All other causes | 80 29' 27 22| 20{ 3| 11| 18] 25| 17| 16| 6 11| 25 4[]1 z,n.; 329

All causes .|291 234{24515u|209| 69(111[171 2??]134 2{]9' 94/121{169p221{190/2895
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TABLE IIL
Causes of Death at all Ages in each District during the Year 1943,
URBAN DISTRICTS.

E =1
(5] &= E 1
o ) E ; % : rﬁ z E
- P q b Z 2 <
CAUSES OF DEATH. Blal 1218] Blzlzls|215F] |.1:1E] 13] [26]&
sl e 18] . (z|8IE| 8|5 (Elz| (218 2| .|2|5 P&l »
21| 8 (2]a 181|518 8|2 (BIE|:|E 18| 2]4] 3 |2 DB &
S 141505 (6|29 (5|52 | 5 |ELE|E| 2 15| A |5|2 | & |24 &
e | D 2wl S = <| M@ |=
e A alaBloBlEBRKEIE[ZEEEIEEIZEEISIE |S
Lyl and pesstypbid fovrs g o "ol o gl ol ol o o oo of ol o[l O 9 o o
P i L g i =1 1| ol of ofof o ofofo o ofofofol oo oo O o 1
Wheomithomatl o oo ofo ofofofof o ofoofof oo oof O o of 1
b e TR O 0o ofof oojol0 o 11000 oo o0 1 11 3 &
R 1 of Mof ofof o O0fofo o ofo ool oof oo O 0 o 1
Tuberculosis of I'L-"l-p].l‘ B}’Etﬂ#lﬁ 14 4 5 8 2 1l 111 4 ol 1] 1] 1 18l 0 9l 2 12 6 Bal 0
Uther forms of tuberculosis ... 20 02| 3{o 1o0fofo o 0 1ol ol glo] olOo] 44 3 22
Syphilitiec diseases <0 ol of o 1 ol1{of 1| 1{ ol 1lolo] 1/0 o0 5§ 1 12
Influenza =] 8| 5 4 71 4| 1] 2| 6 10| 2| ol 3] 14 U| 4] 1| 12 10, 98 210
Measles s « 0 oo ofo o0 oo o oool1] oo oof 0 of 1
Acute poliomyelitis and i ‘
polio-encephalitis of oo oo ooo ﬂl 0l o]0l oo n' of ool o o o
Acute inf. encephalitis o 1 0o 110,000 0 ofofoof o ﬂl ﬂl of 0 of 2
Cancer of bue. cavity & esoph. ‘
(M), uterus (F) 1 5 2o 110 11]0/ 1} 5§ 210fol 1] 40 22 8 2 39
Cancer of stomach &duadenum 3131 413 330,02 2 sl 4110 13 of 4117 8 7
Cancer of breast ] Bl 1 5|0 51110 o190 711 0O 11} 4] 47
Cancer of all other sites 21 14| 7| 23] 4| 11] 4) 4] 7| 13| 8] 7| ¢4 9] 33 s 7| 7| 63| 15 264
Diabetes 1 A 1O oo 2{3]0/0 1§ HANol2] 242 oo 7 6 32 6
Intra-cranial vnmular lemons .1 26| 11| 6| 14| 1| 15| 9| 3| 7| 9 9| 2 6| 6| 43 6 slt1] 52| 17| 261 6
Heart disease .-} 68| 39l16] 47]20] 30(23| 3|27] 30| 31}14] 84| o0l 8| 26/16/148] 40{ 698 141§
Other diseases of circ. syatﬁm 4 21 310 33102 4 1o 0f2 131 2 12| 4| 66 146
Bronchitis | 12] 3| 1] 4] 1] 6 1] 0] 6] 6] 10| 4 6| o 30] 2| 6 26) 9 137
Pneumonia L | ol sl 1] 1|1 6 1)ofof 3] oo|l4 1|11 1|2 16 8 81 18
Other respiratory disease 3 200 0 4000 4 oo g0 10 100 3 38 71
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum| 4f 1{0f 130 3] 1) 0f 1| 1} 2j0f 1§ 2} 2{0f 2 1f 4 2 23 5l
Diarrheea, under 2 years 2l 00 1 Olojojof of o] 0o 1 of of 2| o 7
Appendicitis , . 2 2 2 Ho{o 0 1} 0fofofof O 0o 2 1 11
Other digestive diseases 100 312 6|1 9 oo 6 4] 5/ of0f1f15 I 0| 15| 7| &8
Nephritis % ws] 5 1| 11 1] 43| 2| 2| 6] 12{ 2| 1| 3] 11] Of 3| 4 31] 4 113
Puerperal and pc:st- abort. sepsial O] 0/ 0f Ojof Ofojof0] 1f 110/ 0{0 0 oo O 3 -5
Other maternal causes Ol 2 4 0lof 11{ojo 1] olojofo] 30 Ofo0f=2 0 10
Premature birth 8l 3o ool 31|01 1| slofofo] 8o 2o 4 2 s8
Congenifal malformations, h:lrbh I
injuries, infantile diseases ...| 2 3 2|' 4 sol1l1l 2| 4ol1]l2 53 111510 62 13
Buicide ; e al ol1l 2/ol O 1l0 11 Of O 1f0f 1] 30 0Of 1| 2 1 lﬁ|
Road traffic acoidenta .. 1 1ol 11y 1H1jofof 9 1o Zl 1] 40 %o 3 0 1
Uther violent causes ] B ﬂr H S 11118 1] 4 42 11 12| 21 3| o 10| §| Eﬂ 13?
All other causes | 27| 1717{ 38[as| 27| 3| 2{10 9| 22 812 5| 39| 5| 11] 5 62 22 351 68
Allcauses . [258(134/71[180(40]152(64[21 {80119 150(47(52{57{399(37| 88/50/656 1 94|2?s?i5552l
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TABLE IV.

Table showing, for each Rural District, the number of Deaths of Infants, also the Dirth
Rate, Death Kate, and Kate of Infantile Mortality.

DISTRICT. ? A Eﬂlﬁcﬂfluwﬁﬂfl Rt Dt e Eﬁ:{ﬂ;
| | : | |

RURAL :— |
1. Axbridge ... L 90,551 | 11 , 14.94 11.59 29.3
2 GHuthavon "o ..l 42006 | a4 | 1704 e | Swgrd
3. DBridgwater ... i 86,769 19 | 8.6 | 1348 | 51.8
4. Chard TR G T R 1139 | 615
5. Clutbon .. .| 42641 l 19 : 17.37 B ety
6. Dulverton .. .| 78,980 | g | 1 | 129 | 469
7. Frome 51,938 | 5 | 17.49 ! 10:72 | 27.6
8. Langport ... 59,407 i1 . 15.06 : 13.28 ! 56.7

. . |
9. Long Ashton | 48,615 | 18 14.94 11.56 | 508
10. Shepton Mallet | 7,771 8 | 1568 | 1220 | 46.0
11. Taunton | 70682 | 9 13.66 1142 | 360
12. Wellington ... ..| 87,011 | 8 | 1488 1156 | 248
13. Wells e R 5 17.06 | 11.86 | 98.7
T Willibon e | oTiset | 7 1463 | 1330 | 316
15. Wincanton ... ..| 64,540 14 1561 | 12.83 52.0
16. Yeovil o mpmlhos gasiog 10 16.88 ‘ 9.72 30.3

r S | |
Totals of Rural |

Districts ... 082 446 167 15.87 11.74 42.7




TABLE V.

Table showing, for each Urban District, the number of Deaths of Infants, also the Birth
Rate, Death Rate, and Rate of Infantile Mortality.

DISTRICT. |  Area. | No. of Deaths | pi4y Rate. | Death Rate. Ii?:ﬁtfli
| Acres. under 1 Year. | | Mortality.

URBAN :— | - i ‘
S et BT 15 18.43 1265 | 3500
2. Burnham ... I 3,246 | B8 15.35 15.12 | 58 8
3. Chard sy aal 10800 2 21.68 14,28 | 285
4. Clevedon ... 3,296 ! T 18.53 ’ 18.74 53.8
5. Crewkerne ... i 1,201 | 1 15.27 12.47 16.7
6. Frome 1,194 | bt 16,00 I 12.506 0.1
7. Glastonbury .| 5019 | 2 2120~ | 1203 | 1000
8. Ilminster ... 531 | 2 15.42 7.71 47.6
9. Keynsham it e TN | 2 20.26 | 1110 18.7
10. Minehead ... .| 2,816 | 8 $2.08 ' T 1807 81.6
11. Norton-Radstock ves | 3,370 ! 13 17.65 12.97 63.7
12. Portishead ... | 911 ! 0 19.66 12.82 0.0
13. Bhepton Mallet ...| 2 278 il 11.73 I 1052 | 17.2
14. Street 3,069 9 1906 | 11.08 27.8
15. Taunton ... .. 9,428 14 16.07 13.00 | 286
16. Watchet .. ... 493 3 1596 | 14.58 ! 75.0
17,8 Wellinghon A8 .| . 62,201 4 1462 | 1261 | 892
18. Wells 1,336 g 12.00 | 990 | 278
19. Weston-super-Mare | 4,923 I 29 15.59 I 14.59 48.8
20, Yeovil 2,257 | 17 19.71 8.08 | 80.7

Totals of Urban .

Distriets L Lo dBouec 'l 188 | 16.08 12.93 38.2
Administrative County ... 1,028,992 803 i 16.23 12.30 . 40.5
England and Wales, mmi — —_ 16.50 12.10 49.0
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Mental Treatment Act, 1930.

The clinics are held regularly at the following centres:—

| | | Average
Name of Clinie. Started, Medical Officer. |  No. of New cases attendance
N ESNPO.SET 50 igw § Sessions. | seem.  per Session.
1 |
Taunton and Somerset | I |
Hospital «.«| April, 1981 | Dr. J. Mackay 48 ! o2 12.8
’. | |
Shepton Mallet and | : :
District Hospital April, 1931 Dr. A. Darlington 24 . 2 -_—
| |
Weston-super-Mare f '
Hospital .-.| Dee., 1982 | Dr. J. McGarvey ... 24 L gt ! 3.0
i { |
Bridgwater Health ’ i | |
Centre ... - May, 1938 Dr. J. Mackay | 22 i 15 3.5
i I

The above Table shows that the facilities available are being eownparatively little used by
medical practitioners. The Yeovil centre has been closed.

Blind Persons Acts, 1920 and 1938.

The general work under these Acts is carried out by the Somerset Blind Association on
behalf of, and with a grant from, the County Couneil. This Association also deals with necessitous
Blind and their dependents. Six Home Teachers were employed by the County Blind Associa-
tion during 1943, There are 21 Home Workers under the supervision of the Bristol Royal Blind
Asylum Workshops. At the end of 13 there were 835 persons in the County registered as
bind, compared with 901 at the end of 1942, Certification by a medical practitioner with special
experience in ophthalmology is required before registration. Where possible we make use of the
County Oeculist, Dr. I. B. Georgeson, for eertifieation purposes and during 1943 he examined
38 cases, 29 of whom were admitted to the register.

Prevalence and Control over Infectious and other Diseases.

The Isolation Hospital beds available were the same as for the previous year. The cases
of notifiable infectious disease and their distribulion are set out in the tables.

The hospital accommodation was found adequate for needs. On the whole the amount of
notifiable infectious disease was low, but searlet fever and whooping cough were at one time
prevalent over considerable parts of the County. The most fatal infectious disease was influenza
with 210 deaths, but only certain types are notifiable.

Scarlet Fever. 903 cases were notified and, as shown on Table VI, they were fairly widely
distributed. There was only one death giving a case mortality of (.1 per cent.  Searlet fever has
been considerably more prevalent during the last four years than previously, the number of cases
being respectively 1,253 (1940), 994, 639, 903 (1943) while the yearly average for the previous four
years was only 468 per year.
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There is urgent need for a reorientation of ideas amongst medieal men about this disease and
its hospitalisation. In the first place it is not a separate entity at all. The condition is due to
infection with a hmemolytic streptococcus and there are many strainse which may be responsible.
If the strain is one which forms a rash-producing toxin the disease will take the form of the con-
dition known as scarlet fever, but if this toxin is not produced then sore throat with fever, ete.,
but without any rash may be the manifestations and the condition will not be diagnosed as scarlet
fever. In outbreaks both forms may cceur and the removal of the cases with a rssh (so-called
scarlet fever) to hospital leaving the sore throat cases, which may be equally infeetive, unnotified
and unisolated obviously ean have no influence upon the spread of infection.

The fact that cases with the same label of scarlet fever may be, and are, caused by different
straing of streptococeus makes it definitely detrimental to treat cases in open wards of isolation
hospitals. Careful typing of strains shows that the majority of the complications of this disease
met with in hospital are due to the infection anew of the patient by a different strain acquired
from another case of secarlet fever in the same ward. This cross infection does not oceur (or very
rarely) in patients treated at home and is markedly reduced when cases in hospital are only treated
and isolated in cubicle wards.

A third factor to consider is the extreme mildness of the present type of the disease. Of the
6,732 cases notified during the last 10 years only 16 died, a case mortality of 0.24 per cent.,
i.e., less than one death per 420 cases. Complications have been much fewer and searlet fever is
now only eomparable in seriousness to whooping cough.

In scarlet fever the main indieations of treatment are to prevent complications which may
permanently affect health and these secondary infections are less liable to oecur with home-nursed
eases,

From these well-atiested facts certain deductions stand out clearly.

(1) Removal to an isolation hospital has little or no influence on the prevention of spread
of the disease as compared with home isolation exeept in special cases.

{2) There is an added danger to the patient in being nursed in open wards in an isolation
hospital.

{(3) That the normal proeedure with secarlet fever should be to nurse all cases at home unless
there are special circumnstances indieating removal.

Such speeial circumstances are:—
(a) Possibility of specific contamination of food supply, especially milk.
(b) A severe type of the disease (very rare).

(¢) Diffieult home conditions, such as an approaching eonfinement, impractieability
of even partial home isolation, definite overecrowding and the like.

(d) Interference with oceupation and souree of living. This may arise in towns
dependent upon letting rooms for holidays and when retention at home would
prevent usage.

Unfortunately these lines of action do not prevail in Somerset as shown by the fact that for
the year over 75 per cent. of the cases were admitted to hospital, while in some areas, ineluding
Bridgwater Borough, Bridgwater Rural, Taunton Rural, Yeovil Rural, Wellington Urban and
Rural, Wells and Weston-super-Mare the removals were about 90 per eent. No doubt the existing
overcrowding is partially accountable.
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Measles always oceurs in epidemic waves and 1943 was a year of prevalence with 5,845 cases.

With all these cases it is most satisfactory that there was only 1

Whooping Cough with 1,068 notified cases showed moderale prevalence, fortunately with only

5 deaths.

Diphtheria. There were only 111 notified cases with 1 death, a ease mortality of only 0.9
This low case mortality is quite remarkable, while the number of eases is very low. The only
areas with any considerable number of cases (see Table V1) were Taunton (25) and Axbridge Rural
(17). I]Iphllul"'l.t immunisation is now on a scale considerable enough to have an effect on the
prevalence of the disease. During 1941 and 1942 the pre-school :mfl school children immunised

totalled 61,980 and the figures for immunisations during 1943

(2) Sehool Children. Urhan.
County 1,419
Bridgwater Borough ... ... 269
Taunton Borough 134
Yeovil Borough 31

{b] Pre-School Children.

County 1,318
Taunton Borough G238
Weston-super-Mare Bomugh 581
Yeovil Borough 279

* Includes 126 evacuces,

The total number immunised during the year was 9,640,

Eateric Diseases (including typhoid and paratyphoid fevers).

fied, with no deaths; again extremely satisfactory figures.

are as follows :—

Rural. All

2,230 3,640
— 269
—_— 134
JELF. a1

8,106 4 4244
— 8523
- 581
- 279

Tt Includes a few evacuees.

Only 5 cases in all were noti-

Dysentery. Rather more cases were notified, mainly due to an outbreak at Weston-super-
Mare in a local hospital and another smaller epidemic at Long Ashton. Both were of mild type

and there were no deaths.
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NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

TABLE VI.

(Registrar General's Figures.)

| ]
= H = - g E = Tﬂ‘ . - B = .'II1| . -
¢ | & |8 |F5ptalal (88| F |E2| 8 |:3 |58
a P S [EEEES8 EE|2¥| &8 |g¥| & |8> |44
o - T |s&s|leAa g/ 9L | 25 o °3 5 3 ]
— u o = = = o = < g g%
= = [ e ok E'-uﬂ.' — T B, o @ : o
= = © =28 |® = = | 2.9
K =T 2 = S- E tSE R & s | =
URBAN
Bridgwater 250 53 1 0 5 2 8 0 68 27 0 0
Burnham 157 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 39 3 0 0
Chard 65 7 0 0 8 1 0 0 94 6 0 0
Clevedon 199 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 32 20 0 0
Crewkerne 3 0 0 0 6 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Frome 17 | 32 1 0 2 0 0 0 14 10 1 0
Glastonbury B2l 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 7 0 0
Ilminster 22 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 0 0
Keynsham 246 | 25 4 3 2 0 1 3 9 9 0 0
Minehead 39 7 1 0 1 0 0 0 8 1 0 0
Norton-Radstock 192 | 56 0 0 2 1 0 0 (107 | 12 0 0
Portishead 100 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Shepton Mallet 178 | 12 1 ] 0 1 0 0 25 18 0 0
Street P SR A e o o R et T R [
Taunton 490 | 43 25 0 12 3 5 4 46 11 0 0
Watchet 8 | 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 | 0 0
Wellington 81 14 1 0 4 0 4 0 14 o' 0 0
Wells 47 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0
Weston-super-Mare 365 | 101 | 13 0 5 2 2 31 | 164 27 0 1
Yeovil 400 1 10 1 0 T 1 0 0 18 9 2 0
RURAL I |
Axbridge 202|123 | 17 0 0 2 6 0651138 kel el 0
Bathavon 293 | 47 geil 9 8 1 1 | 48 5 o
Bridgwater 139 | 41 3 0 1 1 3 0 15 9 e
Chard s T B e B TR S S ST
Clutton 325 64 | 3 0 (] (e [~ (PR T L )
Dulverton 54 | 6 i 0 0 1 0 0 ¢ 4 35 0 0
Frome 28| 8| O 0 2 0 0 1 14 2 0 0
Langport 42! 5 | 2 0 3 0 0 0 7 2 0 0
Long Ashton 758 | 53 | 12 0 0 0 2 16 | 96 | 22 0 0
Shepton Mallet 156 | 38 | 3 0 6 0 2 0 78 8 0 1
Taunton 90 | 26 1 1 1 1 1 1 1% | 14 0 0
Wellington 23 | 22 0 | S 0 1 0 5 4 0 0
Wells 12| 4 3 ] 2 0 0 {0 10 3 0 0
Williton 39| 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 7 2 0 0
Wincanton 206 | 33 3 0 2 1 1 Tl N 0 0
Yeovil | 207 A 2 e | @ 3 u 2 24 15 0 0
Urban Districts | 2880 380 | 62 | 3 | 56 | 12 | 20 | 38 (565 {181 | 8 | 1
Rural Districts 2065 523 | 50 | 2 | 28 | 17 | 17 | 24 |498 |191 | 2 | 1
Administrative County| 5845 | 903 | 111 | 5 | 84 | 20 | 37 | 62 063 [372 | 5 | 2
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VENEREAL DISEASES.

The attendances of Somerset cases at the various clinics for the past three years have been

as follows :—

New Cases. Attendances.
! | ‘ r
Clinie. | Increase . Increase
or . | ; or
1941 1042 | 1943 | decrease | 1941 1942 | 1943 | decrease
| during ‘ ' during
| 1943. | 1943.
| | BT
Bath ... | 37 (17) 59 (30) 79 (48)] + 20 442 440 | 664 +224
Bristol ... ... ...| 45 (20) 87 (27)| 92 (45)] + b6 | 640 910 | 1,001 + 91
Taunton | 43 (27) 47 (25)| 92 (87)] + 45 [1,169 | 1,848 |1,837 - 11
a1y ¢ | .| 56 (34) 78 (34)141 (S0)f + 63 | 720 900 Q98 + 89
Bridgwater .| 42 (19)/108 ;(H]luzﬁ (B0y)] + 40 589 772 | 1,049 +277
Frome .. .. ..| 7 (5) 41 (24)] 67 (30)] +.26 332 428 550 +122
Minehead .| 8 (8) 13 8) 206 + 9 86 85 | 178" |+ 98
Weston-super-Mare ...| 60 (27) o4 (43)] 83 (63)] + 19 il,ﬂ?:'d 1,028 | 1,303 +275
|
e
| ! ' i
All Clinies ... 208(155) 492(255)719(399)| 49227 is.*_zn 5020 |7,080  +1,160

The table now distinguishes between the eases which are definitely venereal and those non-
venereal who attended for investigation and diagnosis, the second group figures being in brackets.

It will be seen that the figures show a material increase both in cases and attendances.

inereases are both for gonorrheea and for syphilis.

The

During the year the following examinations were made :—

For Clinies and | For Medical .
Pazples. Hospitals. | Practitioners. Polal;
Wasserman b .‘_" ; 704 ¥ 55\? 1,391
Gonoeoeeus | 7 17 | 24
Spirochetes | 2 0 . 2

Fixation and other '

tests 00 20 320
1,108 e 634 1,787
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TUBERCULOSIS.
[ Tuberculosis Deaths in a population of
v | Fhthisisa Death rates. | Other Tuberculous Diseases| Death-rate, | 406,000.
= el | o TR TR e B ] (B et e | | e e D
| Rural. | Urban. County.| Rural. | Urban. | County.| County. | Phthisis, All Tuberculosis
1943 ‘ 031 | 039 | 035 ‘ 0.14 l 010 | 0.2 0.467 | 4o | 190
| |

TABLE VII.

New cases of tuberculosis and deaths from the disease in the County during 1943.

Mew cases. Deaths.
Age Periods. Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary. Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.
M F. M. F M. F. M. F.
-1 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 4
1—5 ] 0 g 5 0 0 9 4
510 2 2 23 12 T
0 (1] 5 2
10—15 it 13 10 b
15—20 18 25 4 10 | N
20—25 40 44 i 7
—1 L 49 47 11 i
25—35 85 63 B 12
35—45 1] 33 5] i }
45—55 33 11 4 5
41 11 5 3
55—65 23 14 2 i}
65 and upwards 4 10 1 1 6 5 3 2
Totals 246 215 73 64 06 69 35 21

This table shows there were 15 fewer pulmonary and 10 more non-pulmonary notifications
over the previous year. There were 9 fewer pulmonary but 5 more non-pulmonary deaths. The
tuberculosis death rate was slightly higher, i.e. 0.467, for 1948 than for 1942 which was 0.454.
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VIIL.

Tuberculosis Notifications and Deaths.

] a 2
2 . |38 33k (383,
gf |A73g gnE [87%g
gi“-g-"":uu = : nuﬁﬁgﬁzg
URBAN Number of primary|'s ¢ § 5 S8%5 RURAL Number of primary Hﬂaﬁ S5
DISTRICTS. | cases notified. |§02 5|5 55| DISTRICTs, | cases mofified. |y BBy T¥
g9g38|g8gb : 7 g2 §.§ HEEm
Non- ﬂggu ﬂgg__ Non- |252F|235¢2.
Pulm. | pyim. |[ZSE&ER|Zo&E Pulm. | poim |Zo&H|Z20& e
= i | 2en
Beidpwater . | 68| & 14 2 | Axbridge | 17 7 14 5
Burnham S O L 4 0 Bathavon | 16 b 2 2
Chard i 6 1 5 3 Bridgwater _| 29 10 10 3
Clevedon o 12 1 5 6 K] Chard 5 10 (i} 1 6
Crewkerne  __ 4 1] ] 0 Clutton s 14 6 - 1
Frome — 11 1 2 1 Dulverton = 1 1 0 1
Glastonbury ... 2 1 1 0 Frome L b 1 4 1
liminster e 6 1 1 0 Langport Pt 6 1
Keynsham  _, 11 5 1 0 Long Ashton .| 2% 10 13 1
Minehead B 21 3 4 0 Shepton Mallet 2 2 2 =
Nortou-Itadstock 3 3 2 1] Taunton o 19 ] 8 2
Fortishead __ 7 0 1 | Wellington ;i 3 1 1
Shepton Mallet 4 3 1 0 Weills — (i} | 1 4 1
Street N 0 4 | i Williton e 16 a 3 2
Taunton S 29 12 18 (3] Wincanton __ 14 (] 5 3
Watchet .. 1 2 0 0 Yeovil S [ | i 2 2
Wellington .. | 5 2 2 0
Wells i 7 0 2 0
Weston-s-Mare | 38 G 12 4
Yeovil O T 6 3
Totals 252 j 64 83 28 Totals 208 = 73 78 KT
IX.
Admissions to Sanatoria during 1943,
Sanatorium. Men. Women. | Children, Total.
Quantoecl i 71 2 150
Chard 10) 48 1 59
Taunton 20 11 1 32
Wineanton ... 21 — = 21
Compton Bishop ... cerl o — 41 41
Alton Hospital ad el 1 i 11 13
Bath Orthopwdic Hospital ... | — 2 7 0
Papworth Hall i 1 — = 1
Grrosvenor Sanatorium 1 — — 1
Winford Orthopwedic Hospital 3 1 1 i}
Bouth Wales Sanatorium ... 1 — = 1
Beckford Lodge Sanatorium 1 = == 1
University College Hospital.. - - 1
186 134 4 834

e
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TABLE X.
Cases treated through the County Dispensaries.
Persons treated at Under treatment at
Dispensaries during Dispensaries Total Tetal
19435, Depember 81at, 1943, | Dispensary Perszons
Digpensary. ' Attendances | examined
1943. 1943,
Insured. |[Uninsured.| Tnsured. |Uningsured.
Bath (County) 3 29 1 a9 206 131
Bridgwater ... 278 185 18 20 | 1,284 536
Bristol i o 15 21 2 i 205 171
Chard 23 bt 20 13 4594 127
Clevedon T2 516} 25 a5 878 218
I'rome = e i g 1 i 157 - 02
Glastonbury ... 4 5 2 3 175 105
Minehead o o 77 108 305 102 759 307
Radstock 3 Fie - 18 o B 5 11 204 T4
Sheplon Mallet 2 | 3 1 1 1140 6
Taunton : 5 245 250 44 A0 1,820 725
Weston-super- IIare 458 a4 18 34 1,065 an2
Wineanton = B 15 32 ] 1 3 47
Yeovil Th o a5 47 T 11 736 326
: 867 | 8906 w9 | a2
8,119 3,287
1,763 341

Quantock Summer Camp. The Camp was not held this year.

The Ministry of Health Tuberculosis Allowanees Scheme was adopted in Somerset as
from 4th July, 1943, The scheme applies to eases of respiratory tuberculosis only and the cost
is |1-|||||111r-.1{E in full by the Ministry. Payments are made to patients fortnightly by eheque, and
up to the end of the year 130 cases had been ace: pted at an expenditure of approximately £3,000.

Tuberculosis Officer’s Clinical Report for 1943.

Dr. Short, County Tuberculosis Officer, has written the following 1mel -
During 1943 there was no inerease in the number but a |u|m1:;u.1um in the severity of new
eases of Iulu-mn'nm particularly in the eivil population, and for this the eontinual war train

and unnatural conditions of work may be largely responsible.
The tragic '‘Stage 3" ecases have risen nearly 503 above 1942 and our accommodation for

serious and advanced cases has become in: l[]f‘:!lhlt[—" to provide for them. There is also serious
delay in obtaining beds for eases recommended for thoracoplasty, owing to shortage of hospital
staff. All this means that patients carefully sought out and {Imrfnowd e:lrh sometimes deteriorate
until treatment is unavailing to eure them.

The brighter side of the pieture is the large number of patients who have vesponded well
to treatment and have kept “well and working™ all throngh the year.

The Government Treatment Allowanee Scheme was made available from the earliest day,
but its scope is too restrieted to have mueh influence on the control of tubereulosis. The County

Voluntary Care Committees have done their best to alleviate the situatiom and they have been

most generous both of time and money wherever they arve working.
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Sanatorium or hospital treatment was given to 384 eases. In addition many open-air

. ' Yy x i m 5 A

shelters were p]"{]\."d[ld‘ tho=e in actunl uze on December Slsat, lllnlﬂ, |J-I"Ili;_[ 32 e number of
shelters available is 35. Milk, for a period of six or eight weeks was provided in 40 cases,

dental treatment for 3 cases, X-ray examinations for 549.

Treatment by the use of artificial pneumothorax has been continued and the cases dealt
with are shewn in the following table:—

At Dispensary or home of patient. At Institutions. Total.
Primary induetions ... 0 8 8
LRefills BH Y GOG 043

The new ecases seen numbered 1,999, and were elassified as follows :—

Purvonary Tupercurosis, T.B. Negative 193
T.B. Positive Stage 1 9
T.B. Positive Stage 2 125
T.B. Positive Stage 3 47
. setn L
Now-PuLmosAry Toreercvrosis. Bones and Joints ... a7
Abdominal ... 12
Other Organs 6
Peripheral Glands ... 35
- 78
Not Tuberculous 1 1,521
Diagnosis not eompleted on 31st December, 1943 ... 26
1,999

Quantock Sanatorium. The Medieal Superintendent, Dr. V. C. Martyn, has furnished the
following report .—

The Sanatorinm has been open for the reception of 97 eases (55 males and 42 females)
throughout the wear. During this time 150 eases have been admitted, of whom 79 were males
and 71 females. 185 patients were discharged, 66 males and 69 females. One of these cases
was not tuberculous. There were also 10 deaths. The average stay for male patients was 228
days and for female patients 185 days. This is an average of 30 weeks for each patient.

Artificial pneumothorax treatment was earried out in all suitable eases. There were 24
inductions, 337 refills for in-patients and 25 for out-patients.

X-ray. 260 films were taken and 338 enres were screened.

) eases were operated on for Phrenie Evalsion at Minehead Hospital. 10 cases received
Sanocrysin treatment. There were 3 aspirations and replacements by air.
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RESULTS OF TREATMENT.
WEIGHTS.

Increase in weights in Kilos. (1 Kilo=2.2 lbs.)

Less than 6, b—I12. 12 and over. Tutal.
Males a7 17 2 56
Females ... 54 22 1 a7
The average gain in weight of 113 patients weighed on discharge = 5.00 kilos.
il - 56 1nale patients weighed on discharge = 487 ,,
o i 57 female patients weighed on discharge = T
The average loss in weight of 16 patienis weighed on discharge = 2.01 ,,
16 patients were not weighed on discharge, ineluding 5 who died. :
Working capacity of patients on admission and discharge.
| Full Worliing Capacity. Fit for light work. | Unfit for work.
\Admission. Discharge. Admission. Discharge. :H:'Ldmiauiﬂn. Discharge.
Males gos| 0 21 0 11 T3 41
Females ... 0 25 0 8 | = 39

On admission all patients were unfit for any work. On discharge 31.73 per cent. of all

patients were fit for full work; 13.1 per cent. for light work; and 55.2 per cent. were unfit
for work.

Classification on admission of patients discharged during 1943.

Tubercle Bacilli.
Positive. Negative.
Classification. M. F. Total. 7 M. F. M. F.
Early . G A 41 (31§ 45.52 0 0 25 41
Intermediate e 2B 21 49 38.79 5 17 23 4
Advanced ... can el 10 30 20.69 20 10 ] 0

Complications presented by patients were :—Larynx infection, Pleura.

Chard Sanatorium. During the year the cases admitted were 39 pulmonary cases and 20
non-pulmonary (9 female, 11 male).

From the pulmonary wards there were 26 discharged and 7 deaths, from the female sur-
gical ward 11 discharged, and from the male surgical ward 12 discharged and 3 deaths,
K-ray: 166 filins were taken and 879 sereenings made. Collapse treatment was again used,

and was the greatest single aid to treatment. 8 inductions and 457 refills were done during the
YEear.

Compton Bishop Children's Home. During the year 19 boys and 22 girls were admitted,
and of these 14 boys and 13 girls were under 10 years of age. The average stay for “‘definite”
(notified) cases was 39 weeks, and for observation cuses 33 weeks. The discharges numbered 36,
17 boys and 19 girls, who will be kept under regular supervision at the County Clinics.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

The Midwifery Service. 3550 certified midwives notified their intention to practise during
the year, 304 working under Committees and 46 independent.

Out of the 225 midwives who worked under the S.C.N.A., 31 resigned and 7 notified for
emergency work only, leaving 187 still at work. Of the 47 who notified under independent
Associations 6 resigned and one died,’leaving 40 still ot work, Of the 46 trained midwives
working on their own 8 had no midwifery or maternity cases, which left 38 actually at work.
13 worked only as maternity nurse under a medieal man. The percentage of 1943 births in the
County attended by the nurses as midwives was 58.1.

Summary for all Midwives during the Year.

Cases attended as midwife ... 4,458
Cases attended as monthly nurse ... 2,553
Doctor sent for for mother ... 1,769
Doctor sent for for child ... 204
Stillbirthe ... 54
Death of mother ... ]

Death of child 32

The midwives working under Committees attended 3,531 midwifery and 2,132 maternity
cases, those working independently 85 wmidwifery and 420 maternity eases. The Association
midwives showed a decrease of 31 midwifery and 58 maternity cases, the independent midwives
a decrease of 85 midwifery and an inerease of 214 maternity cases.

No independent midwife had more than 25 midwifery cases. 13 of these midwives had
no midwifery cases but between them attended 84 maternity eases, while 8 had no cases at all.
The 32 midwives in the Maternity Units attended 842 cases. Doctors were ealled in 1,769 times
for the mother and 294 for the child; a percentage of 46.3.

Nine deaths of mothers were recorded during the year in which midwives were in attendance
as midwives,

Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Work. Under the ante-natal and post-natal scheme the total
numbers of Somerset mothers ante-natally examined and of ecases post-natally examined were
respectively 1,381 and 167, at a total cost to the County estimated at £478 Bs. 6d. The corres-
ponding figures for evacuee women are 245 and 110, at a cost of £107 16s. 0Od.

Consultants for Midwifery Scheme. Under the County scheme 84 “cases were accepted
and dealt with by the four consultant officers.
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Assisted Admissions to Maternity Homes or Hospitals. During the year 532 applications
were received for assisted admissions to a maternity home or hospital. The County Couneil
accepted responsibility for 321 of these cases, a decrease of two over the previous year. The
reasons for need of institutional treatment were :—

Aetual or anticipated obstetrie diffieulty 119
Intercurrent disease 19
Housing or soecial ... 78
Toxmmia T
Abortions ... 28
321
Treatment :— Results ;—
(1) Viable pregnancies: ! Mothers. Bahies.
Normal delivery Al 111
Medical treatment (normal delivery) 45 Well 807 258
do. (medical induction) 14 Fair ] 6
]‘r}e-!fat;tl treatment only (returned : Born at home, later — 14
1wome H i
Burgical obstetric treatment : h?“"“ﬂ'hle X &
Credarean 24 Died 6 38
Induetion e s 40 [“a — —
Forceps ... 27 ' 391 394
Manipulation ... 10 ' ~ -
Craniotomy 3 P —— o
— 104
Post-Natal treatment :
Surgieal ... 6
Medical 5
— 11
(2) Non-Viable:
Routfine care ... A L
Surgical treatment ... L,

421

Of the above Somerset women 21 were admitted to emergency maternity units in the
County for their confinement, and the County Couneil has had the total use of the Unit at 14
Castle SBtreet, Bridgwater, since 1st July, 1943. 33 maternity cases (included in above totals)
were admitted in the six months.

L

Dental Scheme for Expectant and Nursing Mothers.

This Scheme operates partly through private dental practitioners and partly through dental
clinics staffed by officers of the County Council.

Private Practitioners’ Cases. Of the 9 denture cases uncompleted at the end of 1942,
2 were satisfactorily fitted and the patients are making proper use of the dentures. 1 patient
attended for extractions only, and the remaining 6 did not attend for further treatment. During
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L35, 63 applications were received, 33 full dentures and 7 part dentures were fitted, and
in every ease a repork has been received from a Medieal Officer or Health Visitor that the
dentures were salisfactory and in use. Bix |];||'It'll|.~'- attended for extractions and fillings only.

In the remaining 19 cases dentures are not completed and the patients are still attending for
treatment.

Under the main scheme clinies were held at Glastonbury, Frome and Bridgwater. The
work done 1s shown in brief in the following table ;=

| Glastonbury. Frome. | Bridgwater.
No. of new patients ... 20) a1 42
No. of sessions ... Lo a5 29 24
No. of attendances for general treatment I 70 55 105
Extractions 238 146 b 518
Pilbngs FEISSS 5 13 12
Other treatment ... 19 17 14
No. of attendances for dentures ... o 111 20 127
Impressions ves| 12 12 79
Bites vesl 43 12 26
Try-Ins ok 41 13 26
Plates inserted ... 26 12 52
(Other treatment ... 13 —_ i 5
Cases recommended for dentures ... ol 21 12 | 31
Maternal Mortality.
| 1018 | 1928 | 1088 | 1080 | 1940 | 1941 | 1042 | 1949

Puerperal Sepsis | 8 14 4 8 I e I’ 3 i
Other Accidents and Diseasges | | | .

of Pregnancy and Parturition | 20 12 | 10 | 1 10 | 15 6 | 18

i, | el 5 | 14 4 15 | 21 19 24

Rate per 1,000 Births .| 514 | 486 | 28 | 0L | 2.57 ‘ 272 | 244 | 3.18
| |

Puerperal Sepsis.

During the year 86 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified: Arrangements have been
made with different Hospitals to take in County cases, and facilities are offered. During 1943
37 cases were so admitted,  The special unit at the Taunton Isolation Hospital again was of very
great service.
Care of Infants and Children under School Age.

The work has heen maintained but while the infant wvisiting work continues the amount
of direct medieal supervision has decreased, partly from the practical cessation of “*Flying Clinies"’
and partly because all reports connected with milk grants and extra nourishment have now ceased
as these are dealt with through the lgeal Food Offices.
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(a) Visits and Advice in the Homes. During the year 6,608 births were referred to the
Infant Visitors, 3.916 being in rural and 2,782 in urban areas. The service is a most important
part of the scheme.

(b) Infant Welfare Centres. At the end of 1943 the Centres in the County, exelusive of
those at Yeovil, Taunton and Weston-super-Mare which are outgide the County Scheme, were the
following :—Banwell, Bishop BSuftton, Bridgwater, Burnham, Chard, Chew Magna, Chew Stoke,
Chewton Mendip, Cleeve and Wraxall, Clevedon, Coleford, Compton Martin, Crewkerne, Curry
Rivel, Farmborough, Frome, Glastonbury, Harptree, Highbridge, High Littleton, Kewstoke,
Keynsham, Leigh-on-Mendip, Long Ashton, Mells, Midsomer Norton, Minehead, Nailsea, Paulton,
Pill, Portishead, Priddy, Radstock, Shepton Beauchamp, Shepton Mallet, Street, Timsbury and
Tunley, Wellington, Wells, West Hunstpill, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Wraxall, and Yatton.

The Centres at Bridgwater, Midsomer Norton and Radstock are directly controlled by the
Counecil with the valuable assistance of loecal Committees; and the County Couneil also make
grants towards the expenses of most of the others. Dr. Evans of the County Health Department
also holds two small centres at Banwell and Kewstoke. Dr. Yates of the County staff is the
Medieal Officer for the Timsbury, Chew Magna and Farmborough centres, Dr. Cooke for those at
Chewton Mendip, Westbury and H:ghbndge and Dr. Denham for Mells.

Bridgwater Infant Welfare Work.

During 1943, the number of births notified in the Borough (including still-births and cases
Iater transferred to other districts) was 783; of these 775 were attended by midwives. A doctor
was ealled in to help the midwives in 288 cases. 15 babies died during the year, a rate of 39.9
deaths per 1,000 births. Number of children on visiting list 1,692; total visits paid to infants
6,620,

Centre. Number of individual children who attended, 701: individual mothers, 665:
average attendance per session—children under 1 year 32, 1 to 5 years 11; average attendance
per session of mothers, 24; number of attendances—children 4,061, mothers 2,802; number of
medical consultations for infants, 1,601 ; for women (exeluding ante-natal), 204 ; sessions held, 94.
The medical work was carried out by Dr, Halliday. No regular ante-natal examinations are now
carried out at this ecentre, but 22 women not covered by the County scheme presented themselves
for advice and were seen, making in all 38 attendances. The figures show a deerease in the
amount of work undertaken by the Centre, due mainly to the return of many evacuees, and other
mothers having gone out to work their children are seem at the wartime nurseries.

Radstock and Midsomer Norton Infant Welfare Centres.

. These centres are managed by the Countv Council with voluntary assistance. Sessions are
held twice monthly in each centre, i.e., at the Victoria Hall, Radstoek, and the Women's Institute
Hut, Welton, Midsomer Norton. Medical consultations are held alternate sessions and educational
programmes are arranged for intermediate dates. Dr. Hilda Ashworth, a local practitioner, acts
as Medical Officer, attending once a month. The appointed Infant Visitors (the district nurses)
attend and the work is earried on in direct relation to the existing Infant Welfare schemes.
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The figures for these.centres are as follows i —
i Radstick, Midsomer Norton

Sessions held 24 22
Ludividual ehildren who attended ¥ i 7 235 239
Individual mothers who attended 226 213
Average fortnightly attendance of children 3 L:'f;_:rji“z:mr: jj :;3
Average fortnightly attendance of mothers ... (i) a0
, under 1 year ... 1,045 330
Number of attendances of children 1 1'% }_m::ia e 2,022
Number of attendances of mothers 1,550 1,980
‘Number of medical consultations 1 cldreny ’ 230 a0
tothers ... 3 —
Number of individual children attending eentre born in 1943 63 50

Number of individual children attending centre born previous
to 1943 1G5 175
Number of infants attending for the firsf {ime during 1943 ... 161 96
Under 1 year on first attendance ... 132 68
Aged 1—5 years on first attendance 29 28

Banwell and Kewstoke Infant Weliare Centres.
Banwell, Kewstoke.

Sessions held 11 11
Attendances of children under 1 year ... 170 88
New cases under 1 year ... 36 11
Attendances of children 1—5 years ... 155 131
New cases 1—5 years ... 10 8

(¢) Treatment and Supervision of Abnormal Children. 466 reports were received, including
a few from doetors or through the Orthopedie Centres. They include a miscellaneous series of
conditions and no scientific classifieation iz possible. They have been grouped as follows to give
an idea of the conditions to be dealt with :—Malnutrition 34, Rickets 40, Debility 13, Catarrhal 7,
Minor Postural Defeets 88, Orthopedie 75, Eyfj Defects 63, Tonsils, Otorrhea, ete., 32, other
defects 114,

The fizures show that many children get treatment with maltoline, cil and malt, ete., or
are given treatment through one or more of the various County Schemes. For others it is only
necessary to keep them under special observation.
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The following is a summary of this work

No. Extra | Treated Treated Treated by
ition. (Mourishment| at [.W.C. Privatel
S o i Grant. | or S.M.O. |[or l]nsjn'tgnl.l' Cyanty,
Malnutrition ... a4 32 ‘ 3 |2{n}; 1(d); 1(e).
Rickets (early) 18 8 4 A(e); 2(d).
Rickets with deformity ... 22 — ! 14 ] 19(e).
i, o MRS EE N O o [ | 8 3 6 |1).
Catarrhal : v G L 7 7 4 1 | —
Tonsils & ﬁdem}lds, Otorrheea, ete. 52 — | 14 20 22(g).
Minor Postural 88 — ‘ 47 27 69c).
Orthopedie ... 75 1 22 40 70(c); 1(d).
Eye defeets {Squml} v 63 — ok 1d 10 |39(b).
Miseellaneous aes| 114 2 19 G1 22(a); 1(b); 4(c);
| | 3(d); 5(e): 1(1):
| | 1(); 109); 3(em).
'.
466 58 | 157 181 | 279

(a) Mary Stanley Home 24; (b) County Oculist 40; (¢) Orthopaedie Clinie 166; (d) Tuber-
culosis Clinie 7; e] l‘ul:r]ic Assistance Institution 6; (f) Nursery Treatment 1; (g) Tonsils and
Adenoids Operation 22; (h) U.V. Light 8; (i) Hostel or Sick Bay 2; (k) Dentist 1; (1) 5.C.A.W.B.
0; (m) Psychologist 3.

(d) Baby Hospital, Bridgwater. The following is a summary of the year's work :—Number
in Ward, January 1st, 5; admitted during 1943, 24; total 29. The reasons for admission were,
as before, mainly nutritional difficulties and prematurity. All made satisfactory improvement
except one who died. Average length of stay of cases discharged in 1943—10 weeks.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

During 1943, 55 eases were notified. Of these 13 cases were sent to hospital. The distri-
bution of the cases is shown in Table VI. All the eases in which treatment was completed showed
vision unimpaired at the time of the report. Five children returned to London before treatment
was completed, and one case removed to Bristol,

Flying Clinics.

Medical Officers were unable to include in their programme of work any ‘‘flying clinie”
vigits in 1943. The routine consultations at established Welfare Centres were, however, continued.

Birth Control.

During the year the number of applications received by Dr. Halliday from various sources
for adviee and assistance was 12. These cases were all referred to elinies or to private doetors.
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Nursing and Maternity Homes.

At the end of the year the number of homes on the Register waa 50. They were all visited
from time to time by Dr. Halliday or Miss Nobes to see that the premises were in order and the
requirements of the County Council complied with as regards management.

Child Life Protection.

The children on our Register at the end of 1943 numbered 246, and as regards methods of
payment may be grouped as follows :—Weekly payiments 157, single lump sum payment 0, other-
wise paxd for (mostly monthly or irregularly) 8, not stated 81,

The number of foster mothers with one child only is 106, with two children—20, with
three children—3, with four children—3, with over four children—é6.

The foster mothers who run a regular baby home ave therefore few, and those with over
four mfants are one at Congresbury with 15 at the end of 1943 (authorised for 20); one at
Ashbrittle with 17 (authorised for 17); one at Milborne Port with 14; one at Galhampton with
13; one at Brean with 6; and one at Trull with 8.

Residential Nurseries. The war has caused a great inerease in the number of these nur-

series in the County. This has meant much extra supervision on the part of the County Staff.
They fall into 3 groups :—

(#) Nurseries started during the war mainly for evacuee children but also taking some loeal
children. There are seven sueh nurseries.

(b) Nurseries evacuated into the County and taken over and administered by the County
Council. There are three such nurseries,

(¢) Nurseries in the County and mostly transferred from other areas, which are private or
under various loeal bodies and which are not supervised by the County Council. We
know of thirteen such nurseries,

In addition, two nurseries (Yarlington and Martock) will be taken over by the Health
Department from Public Assistance.

War-time Non-Residential Nurseries. At the end of 1943 there were thirteen such
nurseries. Of these four were for children from 8—5 years only, at ¥rome, Clevedon, Wedmore
and Dulverton. Nine are for children 0—35, at Bridgwater (three nurseries), Chard, Clevedon,
Keynsham, Paulton, Street and Wells.

ORTHOPZEDIC SCHEME.

The County Scheme, and the results of working during 1943, are described in considerable
detail in my report for 1943 as School Medical Officer. 5006 new cases were seen and dealt with
through the Clinics.

WATER SUPPLIES.

No new schemes of any magnitude were commenced during the year. Supplies in various
parts were angmented mainly by the provision of new pumping plant.

Owing to abnormally dry weather, shortage has been experienced in a few districts and
this has been especially felt in the Yeovil Rural District, due to greatly increased demands. Many
districts are finding difficulty in meeting domestic needs apart from the pressing requirements
of agriculture and industry. Consumption is rising generally and a broad view of the position
is desirable.  Co-ordination between water undertaking authorities will, in the future, be neces-
sary to prevent overlapping and wastage of labour and plant.
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In order to ensure that the County will be comprehensively covered all the authorities
should prepare post-war schemes as quickly as possible ready to take advantage of the liberation
of labour and materials as soon as the war ends.

Improvements to water services carried out during the year were as follows :—

Urban Areas.

GrastoNeury. The supplies to Baltonsborough and West Pennard, which are served by
Glastonbury, has been assisted by water taken from a borehole at North Wootton in the Wells
Rural District. The installation of a chlorinating plant at North Wootton (low level supply)
was commenced.

StrEeT. Reconditioning of pumps has been carried out.

Rural Districts.
AxeripGE. Extensions ecarried out for essential services.

Brivewarer. Two 13,000 gallon service reservoirs were provided at Middlezoy and Othery
to afford a constant supply to these villages during peak draw-off periods.

Ciarp. Works to augment the Distriet’s Regional Water Scheme were put in hand in
July and practically completed by the end of the year. These included the sinking of a bore-
hole at Pole Rue, Combe St. Nicholas, the laying of approximately three miles of 8in., Tin. and
5in. mains and the provision of a 50,000 gallon reservoir at Combe Beacon. The borehole is
yielding 10,000 gallons per hour.

Loxc Asurox. A slight extension by the Bristol Water Works Company of the main off
Station Road, Long Ashton.

SuEPTOoN MarLLeET., Extension of 4in. mains for a distance of approximately 900 yards on
the Ditcheat system.

WEeLLs. New electric pump provided with increased capacity over the old pump at the
North Wootton borehole supply. A new rising main was laid and connected to the Glastonbury
Borough main. The additional water has permitted a constant supply to the parish of West
Pennard and has also assisted the supply to Baltonsborough.

WiLLrroxn. Steps are being taken to provide a new supply to Monksilver.

Wixcaxtoy, A temporary chlorinating apparatus was installed on the Penselwood system
ensuring that all areas supplied from this source have now a chlorinated supply, with the ex-
ception of Penselwood village.

RIVER POLLUTION AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

No new disposal works were constructed during the year, but a number of improvements
were carried out as follows:—

CREWEKERNE. Preliminary improvements to the Eastern Outfall Works which will form
part of a new scheme to be carried out at a later date.

FroMe. Three of the large filter beds of the dizposal works have been reconditioned and
provided with new media. A new electrical pumping plant has been installed to replace worn
out purmps.

TumiwsTER,  Additional land has been acquired for sewage treatment, making the total

area now available for such purposes 86} acres. Bmall works of a technieal nature have also
been ecarried out to further improve the method of treatment.
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Pormisiean.  Damage to the outfall sewer is being repaired and air ecompressor improve-
ments have been earried out.

Wittiton Ruran. Extension of sewer at Monksilver.

Some of the purification works in the County show signs of maintenance negleet due, in
the main, to labour shortage. Treatment is (hus not as efficient as it normally should be. A
few others are becoming out of date or worn out.  Most works have had to deal with an abnormal
volume of domestic and frade waste far exceeding the amount for which they were originally
designed. A number of anthorities have plans prepared for new works which will be started as
SO0 as l:i-l'l"ll'lrl:it:ll“_'f‘ﬂ I'.Il;!l'l]lil..

Notwithstanding the difiiculties encountered by shortage of maintenance staff, the increased
volume of waste sewage works have had to deal with, and the very dry weather reducing
the volume of waler in the rivers and water courses, there have been comparatively few cases of
pollution of a serious nature that could be attributed to treatment works under the control of
loeal authorities.  Many inspections of disposal works belonging both to loeal authorities and
commereinl undertakings were made, and many samples of effluents taken. It is partly due to
such visits that so few complaints of pollution were received during the year.

The most serious eases of river pollution concerned the River Tone and the River Axe.

River Toxe. This was due to the draining of the river to enable an electrie cable to be
laid across the bed near the Tone Bridge at Taunton. Due regard had not heen given to the
possible eonsequences and there was a considerable loss of fish life as a result. Both the River
Tone and the Bridgwater-Taunton Canal were affected. 1t is hoped the steps taken will prevent
any recurrence.

River Axe. Owing to war conditions straw had largely to be used in manufacture at
one of the paper works and this greatly inereased the difficulties of providing a satisfactory effluent.
The existing works broke down and the river became badly polluted. Energetic steps were taken
against the owners and new methods of treatment have been installed with eonsiderable reduction
in the pollution. Further improved treatment is in hand.

Some other eases of pollution dealt with were as follows :—

River Toxe., From a slanghter house at Fideoak—abated.
River Brue. From trade waste from two leather dressing factories, Conditions have

improved, but not until labour and materials are more plentiful to provide the treatment plant
necessary can the position be econsidered satisfactory.

Ruvnes at Puriton, due to the existing works being insufficient to deal with waste from
the village. The R.D.C. are taking steps o improve the works.

There are well over 200 straw pulp plants erected in the County and as the liquor from
these is of a highly polluting nature, over 707 have been inspected in reference to their dis-
charging ]:niniq There is elose co-operation between the responsible officers of the County War
\rfmultuu- Fxeeutive Committee (who arrange for the erection of the plants) and the County
Couneil respecting the possible danger of pollution from them, and as a result a number of appli-
cations for plsmih have been turned down.

HOUSING.

Owing to war restrietions the building of new houses is largely at a standstill. Out of
76 allotted to the County under the Housing of Agricultural Workers Wartime Emergency
Programume, the building of 32 was commenced and 7 of these were completed by the end of
the year. The houses are being erected in the rural distriets.
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Overcrowding is still marked in certain parts of the County, mainly in the urbanised parts.
In the rural areas there has been some decline in overcrowding, but econditions are bound fo
fluctuate according to war demands. Many condemmned houses are occupied under licence owing
to the housing shortage.

The majority of authorities have received preliminary approval from the Ministry of
Health respecting the number of houses to be erected in their first year programme, and a good
many have completed their proposals for the first five post-war years. Others have their plans
well advanced, sites have been selected and the ground acquired.

The waiting list for new counecil houses in the Countly is considerable, apart from the great
number of houses that will be required to replace those condemned as unfit and those over-
crowded. The approximate number of houses to be erected by loeal authorities in their first
year programme is between 3,000 and 4,000, and it is anticipated that this number will be
stepped up in the second and third years.

Housing (Rural Workers) Acts. A few applications were received during the year; some
of the proposals were authorised and the work completed. The tenancy of reconstructed cottages
is still restricted to farm workers only.

SUPERVISION OVER THE FOOD SUPPLY.

A. Slaughter Houses and Meat Supervision.

The slaughter houses in use in the County are under the control of the Ministry of Food,
and Distriet Banitary Inspectors are carrying out the inspection of meat.

B. Milk Supply.

Ag is shown in the table below, Tuberculin Tested milk producers increased by 60, whilst
those issued with a licence to use the designation *‘Acecredited’ decreased by 31.

Year.

{at end of) T Aceredited, Total.
19:36 126 285 411
1937 159 H06 665
198 2064 623 8587
1939 820 800 e . 120
1940 305 840 e 1,154
1941 275 817 . 1,003
1942 297 871 an, 1,168

1943 B57 840 - 1,107

. Routine inspection and sampling has been maintained as near normal as possible. A
number of producers had their licences suspended during the year owing to adverse reports and
a eontinued failure of samples to pass the official test, Following improvement in eonditions some
licences were restored.

Generally speaking, inspections show that standards of eleanliness, whilst below peace-time
level, have been fairly well maintained.

All milk depots were visited during the year and samples of churn washings taken with
a view to checking the sterility of churns. Suitable action was taken concerning those depots
that had unsatisfactory results. Many of the receiving dairies have great diffienliy in stafling
satisfactorily and, although the Regulations state that all echurns must be returned to the producer
thoroughly cleansed, dairy farmers are advised to again sterilise them before use.
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The County Laboratory examined 2,337 Accredifed and 1,272 T.T. and Pasteurised milk
samples.  The total number of all milk -"\--.lllllﬂl."l"" examined for various purposes was 4,638,

Special Sampling of Herds. During the vear 490 samples of the mixed milk of herds in
the County were examined. In 8 the test period was insufficient (the guinea-pig dying prema-
turely): in 18 tuberele baeillh were found. Investigation of these herds involved the examination
of 105 samples from groups of eows and 49 samples from individual cows, from which 19 cows
in 15 herds giving tubereulous millk were found and destroved., In 2 herds the infeeted animal
had probably been removed.  One herd is still under investigation.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

During the year 958 samples were examined. Of these, 18 were submitted by private
individuals and Medical Officers of Health, and 6 were ‘*Appeal to Cow™ samples. The per-
centage found adulterated was 5.2, The following Table shows the nature of the 940 samples
submitted by the Inspectors, excluding the 6 * Appeal to Cow™ samples.

TABLE XII.

Nature of Samples submitted by Inspectors.

|
: Number Number Wumber | Per cent.
Article. examined. | genuine.  adulterated. adulterated.
Dairy Products—Milk ... D] 464 449 15 3.2
Cheese ... Mg as| 17 17 i} ' 0
Buu.t:l' T i T l+ii 43 45 D ']
Condensed Milk B 6 0 0
Dried Milk S R ,..i 10 a a 20.0
Edible Fats ... i o N gis | 24 24 0 0
Cereals - ool 19 19 0 0
Meat and Fish Products ... ... 41 39 2 4.9
Tea, Coffee, Cocon ... e 3 o o5 25 1] 0
Condiments ... ot e 3l i 31 i 0 0
Sugar Products S i e 24 24 0 0
Food Substitutes—Egg, Lcmuna, Drm‘lgc 10 a8 2 | 20.0
Miscellineous Groceries ... o 100 I 100 0 ] 0
Beer, Spirits and Wino ... s 54 | 53 1 | 1.8
Drugs £ T2 | 64 8 ' 1.1
| | | |
TOTAY: bt obeaepns D s A 6 B AL 4 08

Six prosecutions were instituted, 4 for milk, 1 for spirit and 1 for sausages. There were
3 convietions, with one of which (milk econtainipg 31 per cent. of added water) a fine of £50
with £5 5s. Od. costs was imposed. Two cases were dismissed outright and one was dismissed
on the Probation of Offenders Act on payment of costs. Fines amounted to £56 and costs to
£12 16s. 0d.
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PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY.

During the past year 17,743 samples have been examined (exeluding all food and drug
Thirty-two tuberculin dilutions were made and sent out.

Drinking Water—

Bacteriological examinations

Chemical analyses ...
Bewage, sewage eflluents, rivers and streams ...
Swabs for diphtheria bacilli
Cerebro spinal fluid and post nasal swabs
Sputum for tubercle baeilli

Blood for typhoid, paratyphoid, other ‘--.:]nmm,ll.a1 (1',51 ntery, ;-.ud Br. .;hc:ri,us

Hairs and skin for ringworm

Specimens for venereal disease .

Urine for tubercle baeilli, B. eoli, sugar, albumin, casts, ete.
Faeces for typhoid and dysentery
Swabs for hiemolylic streptococei

Milk for tubercle baeilli ...

8 F BEw EEE

Milk for bacteriological examination (general) ...
Milk—Acecredited ...
Millk—T.T. and Pasteurised

Other specimens ...

Total

1,068

4,675

1,276
158
179

2,357
854
175

2,337

1,272
583

17,743
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