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CITY OF SALISBURY.

" REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR TH: YEAR 19%8/59,

ip the Mayor,
en and City Councillors.

and Gentlemen,
i have the honour to present my twenty-sixth Annual Report
ar ended the 30th June, 1959.

When I assumed duty as Medical Officer of Health over

g years ago, the total population within the Municipal Area
ated to be 24,112, with a very small European and African
realding in the peri-urban areas; the growth and expansion
taken place during this periocd can be gauged to some extent
1g these figures with the present estimated population of
hin the hunicipal Ares and 30,730 EBuropeans and many

of Africans residing in the peri-urban areas.

At the present time the City has on its perimeter no less
own Management Boards, one large African Township controlled
ed by the Southern Hpodesia Government and = number of areas
@ Civil Commissioner is the Local Authority; in fact the

at surrounded by such areas and authorities. Few persons
Imowledge of logal government would deny that this

is administratively, organisationally and financially
there is no doubt that, at least in the field of public
present position 1s prejudicial to the best lnterests of
ople local government is intended and is best able to serve.
| d8 aggragavated by the absence of legislation permitting
uncil and its nedighbourz to formulate and operate a joint
ATME .

is problem has been sadly neglected by the Central

for many years and now has reached dimemsions where an
;,;ainctury solution will be difficult to find and bring
ﬁn "

hough the present and past Councils may take considerable

ir achievements in the field of communicable disesases,

he time has been reached when Councillors should leook beyond
horigon and interest themselves in diseases of A non=-

1a natore. This iz a very wide field which, if entereé inte

gally, could bring tromendous benofits %o the citizens.

. Except in the field of environmental hygiene where for a
; e time there has been a shortage of Health Ingpectorate
Department hasz endeavoured, and I belisve has bean
in meintaining satisfactory standards in the services given
nunity.

- decline insofar aa the Eurcpeans, Asiatics and Coloureds

nsideration of the infant mortality rates indicate a
2d. Unfortunately, in the absence of the compulsory 1é¥;j
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potification of African births, no statistical evidence of the trend
in the infant mortality for this race can be produced. Nevertheless
is believed that there has been a merked improvement both in the
orbidity and mortality in African infants and children.

4 Except for tuberculosis, the low incidence of infectious
seases can be considered as very satisfactory. This does not mean
he Department can relax its operations in the fields of
onmental hygiene and immunisation, in fact, if anything, the
rtment's activities should be continued and wherever possible

The peosition in respect of the incidence of tubergulosis,
rticularly pulmonary tuberculosis, in the African has worscned

¥ in Salisbury but throughout the Territory. The Rhodesian
ciation for the Frevention of Tuberculosis has played a very

rtant part in drawing the attention of the public to the seriousness
‘the situation and in stimulating the authorities to their
jponsibilities in this field. This is basically a social disease
4if it is to be eradicated finally, attention must be given to the
ision of adequate but not necessarily expensive housing, good
jtion and the general economic wellbeing of the community. This
ot mean that other measures such as B.C.G. vaccination, adequate
tment of those affected and the search for early and infectious
should be neglected, but rather that, until the major social

g8 arc removed, activity in the medical field must be intensified.

In the year under review thers were two outstanding
ements in Salisbury in the public health fiecld. Firstly, the
of the new one hundred and twenty bedded block at the Native
tious Diseases Hospital for the reception and treatment of cases
plmonary tuberculosis which brings the total number of African beds
able for this disease in this Hospital to two hundred and twenty.
1y, the decisions taken by the City Council in November, 1958, to
uce a Mass Miniature Radiography uwnit and to take over from the
Government the Chest Clinic situated in Lobengula Road.
g were called for a 100mm Mass Miniature Radicgraphy unit which
natalled and came intc operation in October, 1959, and the Chest
 ineluding X-Ray was operated by the City Council from the
uly, 1959. Details of the operation of these units will be
ded in the next annual report.

To you and Council's officials I would express my thanks for
gistance and courtesy extended to me in the past, also to the
lemen of the Press for their willing co-operation in regard to
deising items of Health nows.

j Pinally, I would place on record my appreciaticn of the loyal
ficient service rendered by the staff of the Department.

I have the honour to ba,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your ohedient servant,

y

,ﬂ*"'_F—f-—_ﬂ-

E'B*’ cH..B., DIPIHI,E'T'H. & H-
VEDICAL CFFICER OF HEALTH.

 HEALTH DEPARTMEKT,
'ty House,
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