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ggzeggggp;g_gggggi_ A8 18 to be expocted, by far the most common
o pacdic defect, and, indeed, of all defects noted amongst school
children, is flat foot. At routine inspections, 138 cases were found
with flat foot of feirly sevcore degree, whilst 36 cther children showed
this to & very slight extent. Of the 138 cases requiring treatment,
cnly the extreme cascs were referred to the Manfield Orthopaedic
Clinic at Poterborough, the others being issued with printed forms
of recommended cxcrcises, which they were urged to attempt with strict
regularity. Since thero can obviously be no chock con the performance
of theae exerciscs in the homes, it would scem a wise move to intréduce
them as a regular daily featurc of the physical exercises in the
schools; but thure are cortain drawbacks to this suggestivn, Pirstly,
the exercises should be carried out in barc fect, but this is impossible
in the majority of the rural schouls, whore drill takes place outside
in the playground. This latter difficulty might be overcome to a
certaln extemt 1f ecach child possessed gym shoes, but this, unfortunately,
is far from being the case, and, at present, such supplics as are issued
to the schools remains very small.

In all, L6 cascs received treatment at Manficld Orthopaedic
Clinic during 1947, snd 5 of thesc were discharged. The cases
attending the clinic included 1 case of spinal curvaturc., 2 children
with old Perthe's diseasc, anl onc child with n congenital dislocated
hip, It has bechsuggested that this child should be aémitted for a
Shelf a?uratinn, but up to date, it has not been possible to obtain the
parenta’ consent.

iﬁgﬁEEIDUE DISEASES: Therce has becn no serious ocutbreak of infection
u ¥ear, although therc have becn cascs of dmost all the common
infections. In no casc was closure of the school necessary.There was
one isclated -case of anterior poliomyelitis at Cottesmore early in
November, and the children attending this schocl wore subscquently
examined and kept under observation for a Period. It is most fortunate
that the child concerncd made an excellent recovery, and there is now
very little residual weakncss.

DI CHILDREN; Thc detection and treatment of thuse cases plays
ocne o most important parts in the work of the Schosl Medical
Service. It is still a most unfortunate fact that there is such sn
acute shortage uf places in special schools of all kinds, and children
have to be kept for such a long timc un waiting liasts, or Perhaps even
dehied admission. Naturally the education uf these children is bound to
suffer, for they continue tov attend ordinary schocls where conditions
cannot poseibly be adapted to their needs. In particular, we mey gquote the
"educationally subnormal" children, mnny of whom cither do not attend
school at all, or olse are left to drift aimlessly in the elementary
B8chools; with the result that therc is an even further dropping behind
in thelir educational achievements. Scarch continues t: be made for ths
providion for such cases in our carc, but in & county as small as this, it
is not possible to provide any form of establishment, schcol or class,
and the search, of necessity, must be made further aficld.
Our numbers of handicapped children are as follows:

Blind., (totally): nil.
Partially sighted: Ts

2 cases with loss of onc eye @ue to injury are attending ordinary
Schools; one has already been provided with = glass eye, and the other
child is waiting for a fitting. :

1 child with congenital catarsct. She has had an operaticn (neeiling)
at Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge.

1 child has alrcady had an operation for squint, but she still
Bees very little. B8he is ewaiting admission intc a a School for the Blind.

1 case is already in residence at Leicester Stoneleigh School
for the Blind.

1 child became partially blingd ss the pesult of whoopimg-cough.

1 child has had defcetive vision since birth, and the gucstion
of a special schcool is being considered,
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