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NOTICE OF MSS.

The Kdrmapurina is edited from a collection of MSS,
such as is not often available for the publication of old Sanskrit
works. Considering that it contains very little that is new and
that whatever it contains can be found elsewhere in a more
attractive and elaborate form, and considering also that the book
is seldom read and cited as an authority for any religious
practices that obtain now-a-days, it is a wonder that so many
well-written MSS. in a well-preserved state should have been
received from different quarters for the purpose of collection.

I have received eight MSS, for my use ; they are named
respectively A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H.

I have been indebted to M. M. MaheSachandra Nyéya-
ratna for the loan of MS. A, from the library of the Sobh&-
bazir R4j Family. It is the best MS, in my collection. Itis
written in the Devandgri character with a neat hand. The
copy was made at Benares in A. D, 1777.

The scribe adds the following colophon—

it fagayaafadt daq 1732, 1% tece | AEwETAT ST
ufwwat | wega gfz ¢ 35 gafaqasq )

For B also I am under obligations to the above-named gen-
tleman who has procured it from the library of the late Sivan4-
rdyana Ghosha of PAthurifghdta, It is written in the Bengali
character, and abouuds in accuracies, omissions, variations of
readings, transpositions of stanzas, and, now and then, inter-
polations. As thisis the only MS. prepared in Bengal, for
MS. A, though belonging to a native of that province, was tran=
scribed at Benares, [ suspected in the first instance that B must
represent a different rescension of the Kdrmapurdna. But on a
close examination I had to change that opinion. B contains
no colophon, but its age cannot be longer than 50 years. C, D
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and F follow B now and then, and serve as checks on it.
The remaining six MSS, are all written in the Devandgri
character and have been received from the Asiatic Sumety of
Bengal, :

C is complete but here and there rubbed up and li[erﬂhle.
It contains the following at the end —da7 1=¢e & % = = wWiza@
HUYT | :

D is only a fragment. Tt breaks off in the midst of the
fiftieth chapter of Part I (g=fawm) |

E is received from the Deccan College. It forms No. 342 of
the Visrdmabdg collection. It is complete and generally agrees
with A, but is too often incorrect and full of lacunae.

Fis itlcnmf}lete and hreaks off in the midst of the forty-fourth
chapter of Part [. It has been received from the same place as
E, and forms No, 115t of the above-mentioned collection.

G is the oldest MS. in my possession. 1t hears date @37
t€ 14, correspounding to 1559 A, D, [t is generally well preserved
aud compares well with A in correctness and neatness of writ-
ing. The colophon runs thus : ®3q ey zowi fagt dafzdsde
REGAT # # » TMFAL # # » Tz fafaafazq |

It belongs to the Govt, Collection 1881-82, and is numbered
41 in the Deccan College Library. :

H was purchased from Jasalmere and deposited in the
Deccan College constituting, No. 16 of the Government Collec-
tion 1873-74, At the end is written,—waad 2433 39 #IF WAL
faf@afafa | This MS, ranks next to G in Hpuint of seniority,
being junior to it by seven years only,

Of the above eight MSS,, only A, G and H unntam a table
of contents, which is called ﬂ‘ﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬁr |

:-‘r: -



PREFACE.

The word Purdna means ‘what has occurred before,’” hence
something that is simply ancient. The vast body of Sanskrit
literature which is known under the general appellation of
Puréna, is so named, not because it was composed and compiled
in remote ages, but because it records ancient traditions and
customs which have governed the Hindus from times im-
memorial, both in their worldly and spiritual concerns.

The definition of a Purdna given by Amara Simha is found
in the body of the Purdnas with little or no variation. Wilson
says that the great lexicographer, being one of the gems at the
court of Vikramdditya, must have flourished 56 years B, C.=
But, according to the caleulation made by Colebrooke, which
seems to be better founded, the age of Amara Simha falls
in the tenth century of the Christian erat so that the oldest
Puranas such as the Vishnu, the Brahma, the Padma &o,,
must have been in existence before that time, That a
change was subsequently introduced into the composition of
the Purdnas is, however, evidenced by what is narrated on the
subject at the end of the Brahma-vaivarta. Wilson considers
that Purdna to be of a recent origin and with very good
reason. According to it, the five characteristics of a Purdna
described by Amara Simha are to be attributed to what are
called Upa-purdnas or minor Purduas ; but to a Mahd-purina,
such as the Vishyu, the Brahma, &ec, belong ten characteris-
tics ; viz, 1 Primary creation, 2 Secondary creation, 3 Grewth
of the world, 4 lts preservation (by incarnations of Hari),
5 Transmigration of deeds through their consequences,

* In the preface to his dictionary, Wilson abandons this hypothesis
and places Amara in the 5th. century, as a contemporary of Vardha-mihira,
t See preface to his edition of the Amarakosa.
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6 Narration of Manu’s reigns, 7 Description of dissolutions,
8 Determination of final liberation, 9 Eulogistic description
of Hari, 10 That of the gods. = T Ui 98

The first, the second, and the sixth, in the above list, are the
same as the Sarga, Pratisarga and Manvantara of Amara, and
consequently should have been omitted. The ninth is given in
conformity with the sectarian character of the Purdna, Under
the fifth and sixth heads are to be included all those later
additions, the Mdahdtmyas (eulogistic descriptions of holy places
&e.), the Vratas (periodical fastings and offerings), Pradyadchittas
(expiations) &e., &e. '

That new matter, under various names, has been incor-
porated into the Pardnas from time to time admits of very little
doubt ; and one can separate the new from the old material by
applying the two standards supplied by Amara and the Brahma-
valvarta, respectively.

All the Purdnas give a list of the eighteen Purdnas, and
some, such as the Matsya, the Bhagavata, the Brahma-vaivarta
&e., even specify the number of stanzas contained in each, This
circumstance has given rise to the belief that the Purdnas are
the production of one author, viz, Krishna Dvaipdyana,
alius Vyasa, There are ahundant proofs, however, in the varying
style, scope and contents of these Purdnas themselves to

= gfenly fafenfafadus wamq ) wdm awm arai agar
HRW g | FUA FEAATE AiE@ o (AU | IEhMd wId LaEAIT

7g® 79% | Tfed 90T qeati qfiw@faaq | In the Bhdgavata there is
a diffsrent specification of the ten characteristics of a Mahd-Purd na, thus—
1 Sarga or cosmogony, 2 Visarga or secondary crveation, 3 Vrithi or
avowth of the world, 4 Rakshd or incarnations of God Hari, 5 Reigns of
Manus, 6 Vaméa or descent of Brahmd's sons, 7 Vamédnucharita or
narration of their deeds, 8 Dissolution, 9 Hetu or souls existing before
creation, 10 Updsraya, the Supreme Spirit,

——
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diseredit such a belief. True it is that the internal evidence
supplied by language is not always satisfactory, DBut it is only
eredulous ignorance and superstitious bigotry that would discard
all evidence, internal and external, and cling to the belief that
the Vishna, the BhAgavata, and the Bralima-vaivarta are
creations of the same brain., The Pardnas generally affirm
that, that sage has commuuicated this or that Purana to his
diseiples, and that it was revealed to him by some higher
authority. Bat in a passage in the Matsya Purdna it is asserted
that Vydsa Deva was the author of the eighteen Purdnas
which had a priovity over the Mahabharate,« Similar passages
are not wanting in the Purduas but, such as they are,they might
he considered interpolations insertel to support the popular
belief. The disciple of Vyasa who was made by him the deposi.
tary of the Purduas was Sita, who acquired the title of Loma-
harshaua by virtue of his having so regaled his preceptor with
the recital that his hair stood on end, The son of Sita was
Ugrasravas, alias Sauti, alics Lomaharshani, who figures as a
reciter of the Purduas at the holy place of the Naimishdranya
in Oude, where the great sage Saunaka, entitled Kulapati, lived
in his hermitage with a host of many thousand disciples,

But Srta is a generic name, Those who were born of a
Kshatriya father and Brahmauni mother formed a separate castet,

e

# wEEn gUfq Far gRIaga; | aRarEEaiEsd T4 qagvd fead |
Sce p. 223, Chap. 53, Jivdnanda’s edition, |

+ @wei |fegarg ga. | Another version of the story is given in
the Purdnas«—d fe @rayd a7 ganr® faaa @fq | @@ «feat aq
qiftsr gaarad: | See Kdrma Purdna, Chap, I, p. 2. Again—Fug3# faqd
g daa® /@ | g qratest 7F qEve: @3 st 0 gaw gsarerd
qaraT TR | & ®i faw giagsn gEfgd gaaaq | wfam==t am
FULATIA, GIW | AAFEE AT gUAgRET G 0 #7979 gan
Al gzafman | i goagms gfa<mEizasar (| See Chap. 14, p. 151,
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and their vocation was either that of charioteers or reciters of
sacred stories. Though the Sita-caste, by reason of their
superior mothers and inferior fathers, was considered a Prati-
loma jiti, or a mixed ecaste of perverted parentage, still on
account of their sacred calling, they were invested with superior
sanctity, Indeed Baladeva, after having killed Sauti in a fit of
anger, considered himself guilty of Brahmanicide and imposed
upon himself a severe mode of expiation,x As these Sttas had
the privilege of being the depositaries and reciters of the
Purdnas, they did not scruple to enhance the dignity of their
profession by engrafting on them additions from time to time
and from generation to generation, In the course of time such
additions became crystallised and came to form part and parcel
of the original text, It is no wonder, therefore, that interpola-
tions should abound in all the Purdnas to a more or less extent,
Now-a-days, it is the Brahmanas who, under the different
appellations of Pathakas and Kathakas, have the exclusive
right to recite the Mahabhdrata, the Harivamda, the K43i-
khanda from the Skandapurdni, the Rimdyana of Vilmiki and
the Adhyatma Rimayana, The Sdta caste has long been
extinet, but the time when they began to be replaced by the
Brahmanas in their peculiar vceation, and die out, it is very
difficult to trace, It must have taken place at some period
before the Muahomedans conquered India, and after the

successive accretions had been fossilized in the body of the
different Purdnas,

>

#  FTH =14 6T 99 gt fafauifaa | qun A9 fom e qwiw
fafdran: | wdT® 9 § T SRGAHEEE | WEWASETSIE AR
fag gfwaq | fymag @@ suafaaEsdeam | Jufags gasq &3
gfazsaq | deagid afcafa gd sevafdsy | @s@@ed 3659
wigfgaagaad (| See Mdrkandeya Purdna, Chap, 6, p. 98,
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Every Pardnn begins with a salutation to a particular deity
inits own peculiar style and fashion,and contains some mention
or other of the great Vyasa ; but very few of them claim him
as theiwr author directly. The successive authors of the Pardnas
studiously kept themselves in the back-ground, and in their
anonymous character perpetrated a sort of pious fraud by en-
couraging the popular belief in the universal authorship of
Vydsa, and thereby enhancing the sanctity of their own works,
The Purdnas were composed and compiled to serve more or less
sectarian purposes; it is no wounder, therefore, that their authors
should have vied with each other in strictly keeping their in-
cognitos and merging themselves into the gigantic personality
of the author of the Mahabhdrata, the son of the great sage
Pardsara, the father of the self-enlightened Suka, the progeni-
tor of the Pdndavas, the arranger of the Vedas, aud the pro-
pounder of the Brahma-sitras, Such an instance of combined
and absolute anonymity is unigue and unparalleled ; but
the facts stated above are inexorable, and they all militate
against the hypothesis of Vydsa’s universal authorship and tend
to demolish it.

Some of the Purdnas not ouly contain a list of the eighteen
Purdnas but also a list of the Upa-purdnas ; there is, however,
some uncertainty as to the number of these last, The Matsya
Purdna enumerates only 4 Upa-puranas ;» the Brahma-vaivarta
says that, there are 18 Upr-purdnas, but does not mention any
by name ; while the Kdrma-purdna recounts 18 Upa-purdnas, +

# Ngrasimha, Nandipurdna, Sémba and Aditya. See Chap, 53,

t 1 Sanatkamdrokta, 2 Ndrasimha, 3 Skanda, 4 Sivadharmdkhya,
5 Durvdsasokta, 6 Ndradiya, 7 Kapila, 8 Vdmuwna, 9 Usanasokta,
10 Brahmdnlsy, 11 Varupy, 12 Kdlikikhya, 13 Mahesvars, 14 Sdmba,
15 Saura, 16 Pardsiarvokta, 17 Mdricha, 18 Bhdrzava,

On looking through the shelves of the Sanskrit College Library, in
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But nowhere is given either the number of stanzas that each
Upa-purdna consists of, or the grand total which they all
together agzregate. Both the Matsya and the Kirma content
themselves with stating that the minor Purdnas are mere
abridgments, compiled from the principal ones, which contain
no less than four hundred thousand stanzas, /

The insertion of the names of the minor Purfnas furnishes
an additional proof of the extent to which interpolations have
been interspersed in the body of the principal Purdnas, Yet
there are pandits who go to the length of ascribing the author-
ship of these Upa-puranas also to Krishna-Dvaipayana |

The Purdnas are the store-houses in which are collected
the traditions of many by-gone ages. Stories and legends
touching the sages that are interspersed throughout the Upa-
nishadas and Aranyakas are also therein amplified and
embellished,

They are replete with repetitions, and abound in exaggera-
tions ; but the language is always easy and smooth though
diffuse, and everything is couched in a form which is popular,
and as free from vedic archaism on the one hand, as from the
terseness of the Samhitis and the sententious gravity of the
Sttras on the other. From the Samhitds or Dharma-§dstras,

e —— e e

aldition to these I find several others not included in the above list—
Adi-purdéna, Atma-purgna, Kalki-purdna and Ganefa-purdna, Compare
with the lists given by Wilson,

Raghunandana, called the Smdrta, professes to give in his Malamdsa-
tattva a list of Upa-purdnis from the Kirma, but his list does not tally
with the above. I3 says—1 Sanatkumirokta, 2 Ndrasimha, 3 Viyaviya,
4, Sivadharmdikhya, 5§ Durvdsasokbvw 6 Ndradiya, 7 Nandikeivara-
purdni, 8 Vrihat Naundikesvara-purdna, 9 Usanasokta, 10 Varuna,
11 Kapila, 12 Sdmba, 13 Kdlikd-purdna, 14 Mahesvara, 15 Padma,
16 Devi-purdna, 17 Mgricha, I8 Bhdskara,



PREFACE, X111

the Purdnas have gathered materials bearing on the usages
of the fourfold stages or Airamas and of the fourfold castes
or Varnas ; also on various forms of expiations (Prayadchittas)
recommended for the cleansing of sins,

Among the different schools of philosophy or Darfanas, the
Sinkhya supplies the cardinal doctrine which pervades the
Purdnas, The duality of Prakriti and Purusha, by which the
followers of Kapila understand nature and soul, or matter and
mind, has been eagerly seized upon by the Purdnas which have
interpreted them into the creative principle (Sukti) and the
Supreme spirit (Param4tman), K4liddsa, in conformity with this
modified interpretation of the Sankhya doctrine, puts the follow-
ing stanza into the mouth of Vrihaspati, the spiritual guide of
the gods, when, oppressed by the demon Tarakdsura, they
sought the protection of Brahman :—“They declare that thou art
the Prakriti engaged in bringing about fruition and liberation,
as desired by the Purusha ; and thou also art the Purusha w ho
witnesses her doings unconcerned,”s With this modified form of
the Sdnkhya doctrine, the Purdnas have intermixed the pantheis-
tic theory of illusion (Mdy4) taken from the system of Veddnt-
ism, They affirm that, the Supreme Spirit exists in everything,
and everything exists in Him ; that the universe has
emanated from Him, and into Him it will be absorbed at the
time of dissolution or Pralaya, In some of the Purduas, such
as the Kirma, the Brahma, &e., the mysticism of the Yoga school
has found favour,and prominence has been given to the practice
of mental abstraction, and such postures and bodily exercises
as come under what is called the Hatha-yoga,

It will thus be seen that, the material, which the Purdnas

—————

B ——

& @wHAat« gAfd gaadvafaarg | agfagzEd @ gas fag |
Bee Canto 2, Kumdra Sambhava,



X1V PREFACE.

have borrowed and collected from the Upanishads, *the
Dharma-$dstras and the Darsanas, is varied and abundant,
But what has been engrafted upon the old material is out of all
proportion to the old material itself. The Purdpas, as has
already been stated, have been composed more or less to serve
sectarian purposes, To enforce their particular dogmas they have
multiplied the Vralas which are religious observances attended
with fasting, feasting the BraAhmanas, and the worship of parti-
-cular deities, :

These Vratas are repeated from year to year till they are
concluded with a grand ceremony, Sometimes, as in the case of
the Savitrl and Ananta vratas, these religious observances are
‘carried on for 14 years. There are vratas even, that are en-
joined to he observed through life ; such as the Janmdshtamf
or Krishoa’s birth-day festival, the Mahdshtamf or the second
day of the Dargd-pdjd festival, the Siva-chaturdasi or the 14th,
day of the dark fortnight sacred to Siva, the R4manavami ov
Rama’s birth-day festival, &e, Vratas oceupy a considerable
portion of the majority of the Purdyas, but by far the greater
space is alloted to what are called the Mdahdtmyas, which are
‘the eulogistic descriptions of sacred places or Tirthas, veligious
observances, religious books, &=, These Mihdtmyas sometimes
assume vast proportions and constitute altogether separate
works, The Kidikhanda, the Utkalakhauda of the Lingapurdua,
and the Adhydtma Rimdyaypa of the Brahmdodas are remark-
-able instances under this head.

Like Vratas and Maihatmyas, there also abound in the
Purdnas, legends bearing witness to the efficacy of particular

% It is said that, the Adhydtma Rémdyana was composed by Sankard-
chdrya and included in the Brahmdnda Purdna to impart to it additional
sanctity. :




PREFACF, XV

forms of faith inculeated by them, *These lezends are peculiar
to the Purdpas; they are never found in earlier works, the
Upanishads and Arapyakas. They ave either inventions or
embodiments of loose traditions floating in the atmosphere
of Hindu mythology.

The really interesting and historical element in the Purduas
consists in the deseription and enumeration of kings of the
solar.and lunar races who flourished after Rima and Parikshit,
respectively. To preserve the sanctity and ancient character of
the Purdnas, these descriptions are given as predictions, but
they are necessarily meagre and loose, and do mnot warrant
any convineing conclusions touching ancient history and
chronology.

Be that as it may, the Purdnas form an important portion
of the religions literature of the Hindus, and, together with the
Dharma-8dstras and Tantras, govern their conduet and
regulate their religious observances at the present day., The
Vedas are studied by the antiquarian, the Upanishads
by the philosopher ; but every orthodox Hindu must have some
knowledge of the Purduoas, directly or vicariously, to shape his
conduct and to perform the duties essential to his worldly and
spiritual welfare, The form of faith enjoined by the Vedas, is,
element-worship ; and that sanctioned by the Sambhitds is,
ancestor-worship ; while the Purdnas advocate hero-worship
and image-worship, and the Tantras incnlcate devotion to the
creative principle called Sakti, and enjoin oblations to her
various forms after the example and in imitation of the Purdnas,
These different forms of worship are blended into one harmo-
nious wholeand constitute the cardinal doctrines which regulate
the religious observances of the orthodox Hindu at the present
day : bigotry and seetarianism are now-a days at a discount,
especially amongst the higher classes,



!
Tue Ktrma Purawna,

This Purdna is named Kdrma, because it was communi-
cated by the divine Kdrma or the tortoise incarnation of Hari
to those Rishis who sang his praise at the churning of the
Ocean. :

The Kidrma Purdna, says Sita, has existed in four distinet
forms or Samhitds (eollections) which are called Brahmi,
Bhdgavati, Sauri, and Vaishnavi, [t is the Brdhmi Samhitd that
was recited by Sdta to the ascetics of the Naimisha-forest. It
consists of six thousand stanzis. But the Bbhagavata Puraja
says that, the Kirma has 17000 slokas, while the Matsya and
Brahma-vaivarta concur in holding that it countains 18000,
The eight M3S, that [ have received from different quarters
represent only the Brdhmi-Samhitd. It is, therefore, probable
that this collection, tozether with the other three collections
which have perhaps become extinet, must have altogether com-
prised 17 or 18 thousand stanzas, as stated by the above
authorities.

There ave three channels referred to at the end, through
which the descent of this Purdna is to be traced.

1. Nairada, the son of Brahm4, received the Kdrma-purdna
from Nirdyaoa, and communicated 1t to Gautama, who again
imparted it to Parddara. The last in his turn narrated the
Pardav to a numbar of Rishis at a place called Guigddvara.
The second channel consists in Brahman imparting it to
Sanaka, Sanaka to Devala, and Devala to Paifichasikha.
Brahman also communicated the Purdna to Sanatkumdra,
another of his mind-begotten sons, Sanatkuméra to Vydsa, and
he to Lomahavshana. ‘This is the third medizm of descent,

Tae Kirma Purina, as it is now edited, forms a consistent
whole and does not seem incomplete in any of the essential
parts of a Mahd purdaa, Not ouly does it conform to the simple
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definition of Amara-Simha, but it also tallies with the ten
characteristics laid down by the Bhdgavata and the Brahma-
vaivarta. Itis, therefore, reasonable to conclude that, this
Purdva must have been composed after the time of Amara in
the 10th, century and before the age of the Bhagavata, which,
according to one theory, was, written by Vopadeva, the
grammarian, who- flourished towards the end of the 12th,
century of the Christian era.
The comparatively modern origin of the Kirma-purdna
might be inferred from its having mentioned one of the Tantras
by name (Ydmala), and alluded to a class of devotees who are
~ called the left-handed (Vaméchdrf). = But one cannot help de-
murring to the way in which the above conclusion is sought to
. be corroborated on the ground of its having referred to the prac-
tices of the Yoga system of philosophy, There is no reason to
question the antiquity of that school, whose founder 1s reckoned
one of the Rishis, and must have flourished before the Christian
era. Similarly, exception might be taken to another argument
advanced in favour of the belief in the recent origin of the
Kidrma-purdna which is based on the circumstance that this
Purdna adverts to that sect of heretics who are known as Jains,
Now the Jains,though heretics from the orthodox religion of the
Hindus, are, as a sect, older than the Christian era. I have seen
lists of Jaina Tfrthankaras, called Jaina-pattavalfs, in which the
birth of the first Tirthankara is dated Samvat 4, i, e., 52 B, C,
The Kirma is a Saiva Purdna ; it is not, as might be
inferred to its title, one of that class of Purdnas which are
consecrated to the advocacy of a faith in Hari. Though Saiva
‘in its character, it is not intolerant in its spirit, It glorifies
Siva above all others, but manifests no prejadice against the
votaries of Vishuou,

R — — e e e e

+ See Chap, 12, p. 137,
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The Kirma-purdna consists of two sections, Pirva-vibhdga
and Uttara-vibhdga. The former comprises 53, and the latter
45 chapters.
' Secrion T,

At the outset there is a point of some interest which. requires
explanation, The list of Purdnas given at page 3 names 19, in-
stead of 18 Purdpas, though immediately after, it is mentioned
that the Brahmdauoda, the last named, is the 18th, and that the
sages having ‘heard the 18 Purduvas, succinetly recounted the
Upa-purdpas,” This difficulty might be obviated by reading =r-
%% in the place of wg@d, But the adoption of the former read-
ing would lead to absurdities. In the first place, it is incorrect
and occurs only in three out of the eight MSS, I have in my
possession, viz,, C, E and F. Dr, Hall in his edition of Wilson’s
Vishpu-purdpa says that, it occurs in Wilson’s MS,* but
is wanting in the four M S, that he consulted. In thesecond
place, even if wariid were corrected into =&T ¥4 or Wg T,
there would still occur another difficulty not easy to get over.
At p. 4, the Kirma-purdypa is styled as the 15th. ; and it is so
ranked in every other list that 1 have seen, But, if the
reading =7 S5 be adopted and the Agni-purdna left out, the
Kirma will take the fourteenth and not the fifteenth place
in the above list.

The above considerations have induced the present editor
to prefer the other reading =a143 | But the question, though
extricated from one horn of the dilemma, is yet entangled in
the other, For the list, as it stands in the present edition,
apparently contains nineteen instead of eighteen Purdyas, viz.,

——r—m —————

* On the strength of this single MS, Wilson says that, there is no
mention of the Agneya in the list given by the Kirma, But it should be
noted, that, that Purdna 'is mentionel in every other list which I have
seen, and is nowhere omittel,
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1 Br&hma, 2 Pddma, 38 Vaishvava, 4 Saiva, 5 Bhagavata,
6 Bbhavishya, 7 Néradiyaka, 8 Mdarkaudeya, 9 Agneya,
10 Brahma-vaivarta, 11 Lainga, 12 Vardha, 13 Skdnda,
14 Vimana, 15 Kaurma, 16 Matsya, 17 Gdruda, 18 Viyaviya,
19 Brahmdoda, Wilson attempts to identify the Saiva with
the Vdyaviya on the ground that, as on the one hand the list
given by the Bhdgavata, the Vishuyn and the Markaydeya,
mentions the Saiva but leaves out the Viyaviya, so on the
other in the list supplied by the Agneya and the Maitsya, the
Viyaviya occurs while the Saiva does not; and that to both of
the Purdpas, Saiva and Vdyaviya, are assigned 24,000 stanzas.
"T'his seems to be a mere beating about the bush, The Viyaviya
has been edited by Rija Rdjendraldla Mitra C, I. E. under the
auspices of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, and the Saiva by
Ganapat Krishoa of Bombay, I have eompared the one with
the other, and found them to be two entirely different works,
as has all along been held to be the case,

Wilson, however, supplies the data = to solve the difficulty

» See his preface to the Vishnu-purdma, p, 86.
The copy of the Brahmdnda I have procured turns out on comw
parison to be an entirely different work from the Vdyaviya, I have a strong
suspicion, that the book I have in my possession is not a Mahd-purdna, but
‘an Upa-purdma, Both the Kirma-purdpa and the Revd-khanda make
mention of an Upa-purdma of that name. The MS. of Part I. of the
Brahmgnla-purdna which I have seen in the shelves of Calcutta Sanskrit
©ollege Library corroborates the remarks of Wilson on the Drahmdnda as a
Mahd-purém. The omission of the Vdyaviya in the Bhégavata, the Vislipu
‘and the Mérkandeya-purdmas stands to reason, as it is included in the
- Brabmdnda, DBut the Agueya and the Mgtsys are doubly ineoncistent,
firstly in vejecting the Saiva, and secondly in including both the Vdyavriya
and the Brahménda as two sepavate works. In the first place, it will not
_do to say that, the Saiva is an Upa-purdna and, therefore, should not Le
included in a list of Mahg-purdnas, For under that nawme there are two
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above adverted to. He says that, god Vdiyu is the teacher or
narrator of the first section’ of Brahmdoda-purdna, which is
identical’ with what is known by the name of the Vayaviya-
purdna, Itis, therefore, clear that the word Vadyaviya in the
text does mnot stand for a new work, but. gnalifies the
expression Brahmdada and means “narrated by Viyuw” ; so it
seems that, in avoiding Secylla, the editor runs no risk of falling
into Charybdis, aud that in rejecting the reading =4t 14, he is
not in danger of overstating the number of the Maha-purdnas,
The Kirma Purdya opens with the great sages singing the
praises of the divine Tortoise, the incarnation of Vishon who
bore the weight of Mount Mandara at the ehurning of the ocean,
When the goddess Sri or Lakshmi issued forth from the ocean,
Vishnu took her as his consort and imparted to the Rishis a
knowledge of her who was the all creating, all-sustaining, and
all-destroying energy of the Supreme spirit, 1t was that lotus-
dwelling goddess, continued the divine narrator, who appeared
to the Drahmaga Indradyummna as he was engaged in pro-
pitiating Mahadeva, the lord of all beings, by penances,
fastings and oblations into the five, Indradyumna had been a
king# in his previous birth, Having built a city and governed
‘the earth, he was born a Krdhmana in his next birth through
his devotion to Hari, When the goddess appeared to him, he
sang praises to her and sought from her the way to a knowledge
of that omnipotent lord of the universe,—Mahddeva. Having
revealed to the supplicant Brdhmaua the seecret that such a

i\
i\

works, one a Mahd-purdna, and the other an Upa.purdna. In the second
‘place, there is no authority in support of the contention that what goes by
the name of the Erahmdnda-purdna is a conglomeration of two works, the
first constituting the Vdyaviya, and the second the Brahménda proper,

* Indradyumna was a king of Avanti in Mdlava and built the temple
~of Jaganndtha at Nildchala, as Puri was then called,
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knowledge must be communicated by none other than Vishuu,
she disappeared. He then propitiated Vishon, who «xhorted
him to worship Mahddeva with his whole heart, so as to secure
the blessings of salvation. The Bralimana then renounced the
world, and took to contemplative devotion. Having at last
attained the powers which are sought by those who strive
after final liberation, he, once upon a time, at the advice of
the Sun, journeyed through the air to the mountain to the
north of Lake Mdadnasarovara in order to see god Bralhman,
He now beheld the god and attained that imperishable state,
which is called Moksha or beatitude,

In order to impart, to the sages assembled in the nether
world, that true knowledge based on righteousness which he had
revealed to the ascetic Iudradyumna, the divine Kiurma
commenced to narrate the Kidrma-purdna.

This episode of Indradyumna is apparently introduced to
exalt a faith in Mahddeva and to enhance the value of con-
templative devotion which is the essence of the Yoga-school of
philosophy., The Kirma-purdna does not breathe a spirit of
intolerance ;= it sings praises to Vishou and Brahman alike,
and advocates only a prefereutial, and not an exclusive,
devotion to Mahddeva,

The second chapter contains a succinet description of the
four castes, Brahmayas, Kshatriyas, Vaidyas and Sﬂidras, and
their several occupations, as also of the four stages, or
Aéramas, with the duties incumbent on each. These things
as stated are in complete accord with the spirit and language of
the Mdnava Dharma-astra. The fourfold objects of life,—virtue,
riches, enjoyments, and beatitude,—are also briefly adverted
to. Then in Chap, 111, the efficacy of knowledge when combined

Bl oanltooal ER Rl ST s——

* See Chap. 2, p. 32,
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with acts, (penances, oblations &e,) and the desirability of
making over the fruits of such acts to the Supreme spirit are
touched upon, much in the style of the Bhagavadgita,

In Chapter 1V the creation of the Universe is deseribed,
generally in conformity with the evolution-theory of the
Sankhyas, Here and there are mixed up with it scraps of the
doctrine of the primordial mundane egg from the Manu-
samhitd, and of the Vedantic theory of air evolving from ether,
light from air, water from light, and earth from water,

Chapter V gives the subdivisions of time from the minu-
test to the grandest cycles of Manvantaras and Kalpas,®

Chapter VI adverts to the Earth being raised from the
Ocean by the Boar incarnation of Vishuu, who is here described
as indentical with Brahman, and also to the levelling of the
earth and planting it with mountains,

Chapter VIL continues the first characteristic of a Purdna,
Sarga or cosmogony. From the Supreme spirit, wrapped in a
state of unconsciousness, first emanates darkness, then come
mountains, then animals and the rest, then gods, and lastly
man.

The above order is not however maintained when Braliman,

e Lo s R = s BT RS e —

* 15 Twinklings are equal toa Kdshthd, 30 Kdshthds=a Kald, 30
Kalds=a Muhirta, 30 Muhirtas =a day, 30 days=a Mdsa or month,
6 months=an Ayana, 2 Ayanas=a Year or a day of the gods, 12000 celestial
years=4 Yugas (Satya, Tvetd, Dvdpara and Kali), 71 cycles of 4 Yugas
=a Manvantara, 14 Manvantaras or 1000 Cycles of 4 Yugas=a Kalpa or
a day of Brahman, 360 Kalpas=1 year of Brahman, 100 years of Brahman
=] Pardrddha,

A minor dissolution, or Khanda-pralaya, of the world takes place during
each night of Brahman's life, as a creation duving the day, But at the end
of Brahman’s life, which endures 100 years, the grand dissolution, or Mahd-
pralaya, takes place, when the whole universe, with the gods, Brahmaa,
Vishnu and Mahddeva, is dissolved into nature (Prakziti),
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being in a state of consciousness, creates,—first matter, secondly
the elements, thirdly the organs of sense, fourthly immovables
(mountains, trees &e,), fifthly animals and birds, sixthly the
gods, seventhly man, eighthly spirits, and lastly his will-be-
gotten sons.

Creation is then considered in another aspect, inasmuch as
the birth of the Asuras is assigned to the first day, of the gods
to the second day, of the manes to the third, of man to the
fourth, and lastly of the lower animals, plants &e. to the fifth
day.

Chap. VIII deals with creation in further details much
in the strains of Manu, describing how Brahman, dividing his
body into twain, made a male from one and a female from
the other half; and how from this couple the race of man
multiplied.

In Chap. IX, it is described how Brahman was born in the
lotus of Vishnu’s navel, and how he insisted on the duality of
godhead and denied its trinity, when the three-eyed MahAadeva,
the lord of beings, appeared on the scene in his full glory ;
whereupon Brahman, disabused of his illusion, sought Maha-
deva’s protection ; and Mahadeva, granting him a boon, declared
that there existed a perfect identity between Vishnu and him-
self, and that no ascetic should find grace with him unless he
had previously sought the protection® of the former,

The greater portion of Chapter X is taken up in Brahman
chanting hymns in praise of Mahadeva, and in his receiving
encouragement and promises of help from the latter in further-
ance of his work of creation,

Chap. XI touches upon Mahddeva’s dividing his body into
two parts, male and female ; from the former of which eleven

- = s e e ——

* See p. 85,
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Rudras were born, whilst from the latter numerous Saktis or
Vibhitis sprang, It is then mentioned that there is no difference
between Sakti and Saktimat ; as one is the goddess that is
enjoyed and the other is the god (Mahadeva)who is the enjoyer.
This is followed in Chapter X1I,by the description,how Himavat
and his wife Mend obtained, through penances, the privilege of
begetting goddess Sakti as their daughter,how a long protracted
dialogne followed between the father and the daughter, how
the former sang her praises and the latter imparted to him
a knowledge of her identity with Mahddeva, and, lastly, how
Himavat, at the request of Braliman, married her to Mahadeva.

The above is apparently a digression, and might have a
fitting place in a book intended for inculcating a faith in
Sékta worship,

Chap. XIII touches upon the progeny of Bhrign and
several other patriarchs.

Chap, X1V gives a genealogy of Manu, the son of Svayambhii.
From this royal line was born Susila, who was initiated into
the mysteries of Siva’s worship by the sage Svetddvatara,
Daksha  one of the will-born sons of Brahman, was for his
arrogance cursed by Rudra and became in his second birth a
great-grandson of Susila.

In Chapter XV is mentioned, how Daksha commenced
a sacrifice. under the protection of Vishnu, inviting all
the gods except his daughter Satf aud her husband Mahddeva.
Whereupon Mahddeva in a rage created Virabkadra, who struck
the gods with paralysis, put out the eyes of their king Indra,
pulled out the teeth of the Sun, hurled down the Moon with
his toes, cut off the hands and tongue of Fire, kicked the
sages on the head, pierced Vishnu with sharp arrows, stopped
his weapon Sudarfana, and drove Garnda away, At last
Mahddeva with his consort appears on the scene, when the
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gods with Daksha chant praises to him and are pardoned.
Several incidents, as mentioned here in connection with the
sacrifice of Duksha, appear to be new, and fit in with the
sectarian character of the Purdna.

Chap, XVI[ makes mention of the sixty daughters of
Daksha and their progeny; of the two sons of Diti, the
demons Hiranydksha and Hirapyakadipu ;of Vishou’s assuming
the incarnation of Nrisimha, half man and half lion, to slay the
latter ; of the installation of Prahldda, the son of Hiranyakasipu,
through his devotion to Hari ; and lastly of Prahlida’s subse-
guent renunciation of the world, Then Andhakdsura ascends
the throne and attempts to carry off Parvati, the consort of
Mahddeva, and is slain by him,

In this chapter it i3 stated that Rudra and Vishow
conjointly invented certain sciences for deception, such as
Kapala, Nukuala, Vdma, oriental and occidental, Paiichardtras;
Pdsupata and many thousands of a like nature, Mention is
made of certain Brahmanas who had lost the. privilege of
studying the Vedas through the curse of the sage Gautama,
and who were directed by the above gods to write on and teach
other sciences of a perverted character, showing their utility
for the confounding of the wicked,* and thereby find a way to
the expiation of theic sins. It is not easy to describe what
those sciences were, but one thing is clear, that all this means
a covert attack aimed at the schisms consequent on_ that
nascent spirit of innovation exhibited. in the various forms
of Sikta, Vaishnava and Saiva worship, which sprung up in
medieval India, after Buddhism had been stamped out.

Chap, XVII and Chap, XVIII continue the genealogy of
Prahldda and advert to the Dwarf incarnation of Vishuu, by

» See Chap. 16, p, 184—85, i
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whom his grandson Bali was punished, and Indra was reinstated
in his celestial realm,

Chap. XIX begins with the marriage of Pulastya, one of
the patriarchs, from whom the Rikshasas, Rdvana, Kumbha-
karna &c., were descended ; and concludes with a deseription of
Vasishtha, who married Arundhati, Vasishtha begot ':“'?,zlL‘nﬂ;iJr
Sakti begot Pardsara the omnuiscient ascetic, and Pardsara begot
the incomparable Krishpadvaipdyana, whose son was no less a
personage than Suka, au incarnation of god Sankara himself.

Chapters XX and XXI give a list of the kings of the solar
race down to the fourteenth descent from RAma, Srutdyu
being the last king of that line.

The lunar race with its several branches is deseribed at a
greater length in Chapters XXII—XXVII, the last three
Chapters being devoted to Srikrishni, the incarnation of
Vishou, who belonged to the Yadava branch of that line,

A point of considerable interest to devotees is dwelt upon in
pp. 23942,

Amongst the five sons of Kartaviryya, a famous king of the
Haihaya branch of the lunar dynasty, a quarrel broke out as
to the preferential claim for worship of a particular deity,
The dispute was referred to the Seven Rishis (Pleiades), who
then laid down the following canonsof wership for the guidance
of the princes,

1. That every one is to follow the bent of his inclination
in worshipping a deity.

2. That particular deities are to be worshipped for the
attainment of particular objects.

3. That princes shall worship specially gods Vishnu,
Mah4adeva and Purandara. |

4, That Brahmanas shall worship specially gods Fire, Sun,
Mahddeva and Bralman,
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5. That to the gods are assigued for worship Vishnu and
Mahadeva., :

6. That to the Gandharvas and Yakshas is allotted the
god Moon ; to the Vidyddharas, Sarasvati, the goddess of
speech ; to the Siddhas, the all-powerful Vishna ; to the
Rdkshasas, Rudra ; to the Kinnaras, Pdrvati ; to the Rishis,
Brahman and Mahadeva ; to women, the goddess Umd, Vishuou,
Mahddeva and the Sun ; to house-holders, all gods without
distinction ; to Brahmacharis (students of the vedas), Brahma
(vedas)* ; to asceties, the Sun ; to anchorites, Mahddeva ; and
lastly, to Bhitas (spirits), Brahman.

But the tolerant and liberal exposition of devotional wor-
ship adverted to abive is somewhat neutralised + by the
statement that Krishua, the incarnation of Vishuu, had himself
to practise austerities to propitiate Mahddeva, in order to have
a son for his favourite wife Jimhavati, Mahddeva was pro-

pitiated, and himself took birth in the womb of Krishua’s wife,
He was known by the name of Simba,t While Krishna
was practising penances, the sage Mdrkapdeya came to him
and asked the reason for his doing so, In reply to him,
Krishua expatiated on the efficacy of worshiping Mahddeva
in his symbolic representation, the great Linga, and incidentally
touched upon the origin of phallic worship,

With Krishna ended the line of the Yddava branch of the
lunar race. No mention is made of the Kauravas and Pandavas,
the most famous branch of the above line, except that Arjuna,
while wending his way back after performing the last rites to

— e e —
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{ Seep. 262—04,

t There is an Upa-purdn of that name in which Sdmba figures as the -
chief interlocutor.
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Krpishpa, his relative and friend, met the renowned Krishna-
dvaipdyana, This is the purport of the short chapter that
follows, : ] : :

In Chapters XXIX and XXX, the sage relates to Arjuna
the characteristics of the Kali-yuga or iron age which, as he
foretells, is coming on apace, The Purdnas, as a rule, take a
:p-'a'ssimisl:‘ view of the fourth Yuga and expatiate on its evil
propensities and evil doings, Every thing is said in the tone
of prophecy ; as it is supposed that, the Puardnas, or rather
the chief interlocutors who figure in them, flourished before
the advent of Kali, After shortly depicting the characteristics
of the Satya, or the golden age, the Tretd or the silver age,
and the Dvdpara or the copper age, Krishna-dvaipdyana draws

e

a picture of the Kali-yuga in glowing colours, He says,
“In the Satya yuga righteousness exists in its perfect state ; in
the Tretd it progresses ; but being mixed up with evil in the
Dvépara, it dies in the Kali-yuga,”«

“In the iron age, there shall occur epidemics, famines,
droughts, and revolutions,” “Men shall be devoid of virtue,
possessed of slender powers, irascible, covetous, and un-
truthful.,” “The Brahmanas shall not study the Vedas, perform
ablutions, offer oblations, repeat hymns, give alms, and wor-
ship the gods,” “Ihey shall associate with the Sddras, and
join with them in the performance of religious rites,” “Princes,
surronnded with the Silras, shall persecute the Brihmanas.”’
";‘Peuple shall speak disparagingly of Mahddeva, the Bralimanas,
the Vedas, the S4stras, and the Purdnas,”

“The Brahmanas shall not cling to their religion; the
Stdras shall occupy higher seats than the Br&hmanas, and

princes shall insult them.”

» See p. 202—11,

e
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- “There shall be a large number of beggars amongst the
people ; short life, lassitude, disease, and misery shall prevail
as consequences of sin and ignorance,’”’

“Both the Brahmanas and the Kshatriyas shall take to the
practices of the Vamas, the Paiupatas, and the Paiichardtrikas,”’

“In the iron age, even Mahddeva, the lord of all beings, the
god of gods, shall be no divinity to man,”” “But that bestower
of blessings shall have his many incarnations * for the good
of his devotees, and the re-establishment of rites, sanctioned by
revelation aunl tradition, Sruti and Smriti.”

“Tnough the Kali-yuga is tainted with many vices, there is
one merit in it, for one can attain to a state of blesseduness with
no great trouble.”

“In this age, the worship of Mahddeva makes amends for
all demerits ; hence, leaving other deities, who are powerless,
one should devote oneself to the great lord Mahddeva, if one
ghould aspire to the highest place,”” ““Alms-giving, penances,
and sacrifices shall b2 of no avail to those who do not in this
Yuza worship Rudra, who is worshipped by the gods.”

After ‘!mviug thus dwelt on the characteristics of the
different Yugas and of the Kali-yuga in particular, the sage
launches fourth into a description of the sacred place, Vardnasi +
to which the next five chapters arve devoted. Vardnasi is
peculiarly sacred to Mahd leva and stands pre-emiment among
the holy places of India. This city bestows beatitude on those
that die in its precinets, for Mahddeva himself whispers to their
dying ears that immortality-giving name, called T4raka-

% See Chap, 53.
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Brahma. Tha god never leaves the place, whence it goes by
the name of Avimukta or undeserted,

Several secret emblematic representations or Lingas of
Véranasi are described with the traditional accounts associated
with them, but they cannot now be ideutified. Pilgrims cannot
now trace where OakdreSvara on the bank of the Matsyodari
was ; or ascertain if such places as Krittivasesvara, Kaparthi-
§vara, and Madhyame3vara are still in existence.

In the four subsequent Chapters, the mdh&tmya of Praydga
or modern Allahabad is related, In connection with Prayiga
a few places of peculiar sanctity are mentioned, such as
Kambaldsvatara on the southern bank of the Yamuna, Abata,
Sarvasamudra, Pratishthdna on the east side of the Ganges,
Hamsa-prapatana to the north of Pratishthana, Urvast-pulina,
Sandhydvata, and, lastly, 'Iripathd that abounds in many
ghats and hermitages. But no trace of all these places, which
were considered peculiarly holy by the writer of the Kirma-
Purdga, can be found now. It is also worthy of note that, in
describing places of interest both in Vardnasi and in Praydga,
no mention is made of those spots which are now-a-days consi-
dered holy and resorted to by pilgrims,s

The next eleven chapters (from Chapter XL to Chapter L)
are devoted to, what may be called, transcendental geography
and transcendental astronomy. Here and there, however, the
chaff may be separated from the corn, and the truth disen-
tangled from imaginary descriptions and false assumptions,

Some peculiar sanctity is attached to number seven,y For

* See p, 320,
t It would be interesting to quote here an extract from Mr.
Gladstone’s address at Oxford delivered to the Union Debating Society
on Wednesday morning, the 5th of February, 1890, “Then asto the
use of number seven, the only prominent one in Homer was the description
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the earth is divided into seven continents surrounded by
seven oceans. The heaven is divided into seven spheres, and
the nether world into seven regions.

Fanciful diameters and distances are given to the different
planets, The distance of the sun from the earth is given as
eight hundred thousand miles ; that of the moon from the sun
is also asserted to be the same. The distance of Mercury
from the sphere of the asterisks that of Venus from Mercury,
of Mars from Venus, of Jupiter from Mars, and of Saturn
from Jupiter are all given as 1,60,000 miles. At the distance
of 8,00,000 miles from Saturn is the great Bear, and at a
similar distance from the latter is the polar star, where the
almighty Vishou, the embodiment of righteousness has his
abode.

The diameter of the sun is only 72 000 miles, and its ecir-
camference is three times its diameter; the diameter of the
moon is twice that of the sun; Venus’s circumference is one-
sixteenth of that of the moon, Jupiter’s three-fourths of Venus’s,
those of Mars and Saturn are both three-fourths of that of
Jupiter,and Mercury’s three-fourths of that of either of them.’

The above is, I presume, a fair specimen of what
I mean by transcendental geography and transcendental
astronomy,

Chapter LI adverts to the seven Manvantaras, of which
six are past and the seventh, called Vaivasvata, is the current
one ; and conclndes with a euloginm on Vishnu,

" The next chapter speaks of Vydsa and his 25 incarnations
in the different Dvipara-yugas of the Vaivasvata Manvantara.

- of Thebes, and its seven gates ; then there were the seven winds. Again
as to the flood legend, its duration was of seven days, as is the description
or cosmogony in Genesis, Then the war in heaven was carried on by seven
spirits ; also the under-world was shut in by seven gates.”
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Then are mentioned his five disciples, of whom Paila was
appointed as teacher of the Rigveda, VaiSampdyana, of the
Yajarveda, Jaimini, of the Sima-veda, Sumantu, of the Atharva-
veda, and Sita of Itihdsas and Purdaas,

In imitation of the foregoing description but in perfect
keeping with the sectarian character of the Purdna, the con-
cluding chapter of Section [ mentions by name twenty-six
incarnations of Mahddeva and of his one hundred and six
disciples, In every incarnation the god had four disciples
who were all initiated into the practice of Yoga or mental
abstraction, had a contented mind, and were distinguished by
sclf-restraint and reverential attachment to their respective
lords. They were remarkable for purity, devotion, knowledge
and meditation, To do good to the Brahmanas and to re-
establish the authority of the Vedas, these disciples can have
incarnations of their own, at the command of their respective
masters, the different incarnations of Mahddeva, It is enjoined
that those Brahmanas who always meditate upon, bow to,
gratify and worship these disciples of Mahadeva, shall obtain
the knowledge of the Supreme spirit.

Secrion 1T,

The second Section is also called the Vydsa-gitd, as at this
stage of Sita’s narration Vydsa appears on the scene, and
relates at the request of his disciple, in propria persona, the
oceult knowledge of contemplative devotion and other transcen-
dental themes to the assembled sages of Naimishdranya. This
very secret knowledge was originally revealed by Mahadeva,
at the desire of Vishnu, to a number of Rishis who were
_practising austerities at the celebrated shrine of Vadarika-
§rama. The first eleven Chapters of Section II are taken up
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with Vydsa's propounding these themes of high import in the
words and style of Mahddeva himself ; and, hence, they consti-
tute what is called 1’§vara-git4.

The next eight chapters (from XII to XIX) deal with
various directions as to the way in which a Brdhmana should
conduct himself. The directions descend to the minutest details
of his daily life, such as, his ablutions, meals, sleeping, read-
ing, repeating prayers &c. &,

Chapters XX—XXI[LI describe the several ways of offering
oblations to the manes uander different circumstances, In
chapter XXIII, the directions for the observance of mourning
are specified.

Chapter XXV deals with the worship and cherishing of
the fire, Chapter XXV with the means of livelihood allowable
toa Brdhmana, and Chapter XXVI with various kinds of
gifts and merits attached to them.

The foregoing fifteen Chapters all refer to the duties of a
house-holder or Grihastha.

Chapter XX VII touches upon the mode of embracing and
practising asceticism and the duties connected with it. This
is the third stage, called Vdnaprastha Aérama,

The following two Chapters are taken up in describing
what is called Yatidharma or the duties of an anchorite at the
last stage of life,

The next five chapters, XXX—XXXIV, treat of various
kinds of expiations for the cleansing of sins, This subject is
concluded with a dissertation on chastity, enlivened with the
story of Sitd4, who was saved from the hands of the evil-minded
Révana by the god of fire.

The above twenty-three chapters supply a code of morals
with penalties attached to violations thereof, and extend to the
minutest and most trivial details, As, for instance, when
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bitten by a dog one is subjected to an expiation; even
the touching of liquor or the body of a Chanddla is attended
with penalties, The materials of these chapters are drawn from
the Samhitas, chiefly from the Manusamhita, though there are
additions here and there,

Chapters XXXV—XLIII are devoted to the description of
holy places throughout India. This subject, it will be re-
membered, has already occupied a considerable space ; for the
description of the two greatest Tirthas, Vdrdpasi and
Praydga, extends over nine chapters in the first section of
the work.

Chapter XLIV adverts to the dissolution of the Universe.
The next chapter begins with a dissertation on the greatness
of Mahadeva and the mode of worshiping him, either directly
or indirectly, through Brahman, or Viyu, or Agni, or Indra,
Having thus brought his theme to a conclusion, the divine
Kirma stopped, and the sages chanted praises to him. After
this Siita makes a brief recapitulation of the whole Purana,
describing the merit attached to its recital, and concludes with
an invocation to Vyéasa, his preceptor, and to the divine Kirma
“from whom everything emanates and into whom everything
merges,*’
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