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slightly lower than that of the 126 great towns. The number of infants
under one year of age who died was 67, the same as for the previous
vear, but as the births were lower the infant mortality rate was slightly
higher. The rate of 50.4 per 1,000 was however, less than that of the
126 great towns, A rather surlpnsirlg feature was that the illegitimate
death rate was lower than the legitimate death rate for the second vear
in suceession.  The number of illegitimate deaths, however, continued to
increase. During the years immediately before the war these births
numbered about 40, whereas in 1944 there were 70, and in 1945 there
were 83, The fizures have been doubled.

The death rate at 12.8 is rather lower than that of the great towns
which was 13.5 per 1,000

The deaths from diarrhoea and enteritis were reduced from the
rather high figure of last year of 14 to a fizure of 9 in 1945. The
increase in the death rate trom cancer was halted for the first time in
1944, and happily the numbers dying from this disease were lower still
in 1945. Respiratory diseases, however, increased from 104 to 130.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

There were no serious epidemics of any disease durinﬁ the year, and
the incidence of scarlet fever and diphtheria was low. The number of
cases of scarlet fever was lower than for many years and thiere were no
deaths. The average number of cases of diphtheria which oceurred in
" Smethwick for the 10 years before thie war was 155. The number of
cases during the year 1945 was 42, a marked and significant reduction.
This reduction was mainly due to the successtful immunisation campaign
and this is being continued. During the same 10 years before the war
there were 81 deaths, while during the past 5 years there were 10 deaths,
a reduction to one guarter of the number beiore the war.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The picture as regards tuberculosis is a gloomy one. The number
of cases notified (151) was the highest since 1920, and was approximately
douhble the numbers in the pre-war g'em-s, The increase was substantially
more in the pulmonary type of the disease; the increase was in both
sexes and in most age groups, but was ﬁpeciufly marked in young women
of 1525 years of age, and in men of 20—25 years of age, and in both
sexes over the age of 55. The causes of the increase are varied, such as
the aftermath of war with itz long hours of work, with its hlat:i:uut. amnd
consequent lack of ventilation, with overcrowding in shelters and physical
strain. The present housing conditions are helping to increase this
incidence and to spread infection, and the shortage of hospital accom-
maodation for the infectious cases means that a larger proportion of the
child population is exposed to risk, and we must expect an increase in
this disease which may take a generation to overcome. The closing of
the tuberculosis pavilion at Holly Lane Hospital, due to shortage of
staff, is an unqualified tragedy, but no efforts which we have been able
to make to secure staff have heen of any avail, and the Ministries of
Health and Labour have been unable to help us. We shall pay heavily
for this closing in the years to come in young lives,

The death rate from tuberculosis has not increased in the same
proportion as the number of notifications, but it is 25 per cent. higher
than in the year immediately preceding the war.

VENEREAL DISEASES.

The number of Smethwick syphilis cases treated at the General
Hospital, Birmingham, was 11 in 1937 and 13 in 1938; these figures had
increased to 29 in 1944, but there has been a reduction in 1945 to 21.
Gonorrhoea on the other hand has sharply decreased from 47 in 1938 to
an average of 22 for the past 3 years. The total mumber of attendances
of Smethwick patients was normally 5,000 in 1938; it was a little more
than half this figure in 1945,
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