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BIRTH-RATE, DEATH-RATE, AND' ANALYSIS OF MORT
DURING THE YEAR 1928.
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The total deaths registered in Smethwick numbered 528 ; 18 of
were non-residents and were transferred to other districts, while . it
Smethwick residents died in other distriets, and have been added tc
the number registered in the Borough. The nett deaths thus number
819 giving a rate of 9.7 per 1,000 of the population. Tt is wnrﬂ:qr
note that 320 or 39.0 per cent of those dying during the year were ove:
G5 years of age. The mean age at death was 50.0 compared with 46.
last year, 46.4 in 1926, 45.8 in 1925 43.8 in 1924 and 43.6 in 1923.

The deaths from violence show a very gratifying decrease and
little more than half the average for the country.

The birth-rate was 16.7 per 1,000 of the population and is the lov
rate recorded for the Borough. The rate compared with 17.0 last yea:
18.3 in 1926 and 18.3 in 1925. Twenty-five years ago the rate was 34
per 1,000.

The Infant Mortality rate for the year was 61.6 per 1,000 birth:
This compares with 65 for England and Wales, and 70 for the 107 '
towns. Forty-five per cent. of the infant deaths occurred during
first four weeks of life (neo-natal deaths).
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A table showing the cause of death at different age periods will
found in the Appendix to this Report, and a similar table relating t

the deaths of infants under one year appears on page 37.


















SMALLPOX.

One case of smallpox was notified during the year and was rem
to Moxley Hospital. The disease was mild and the patient made a |
recovery. The patient was a young man of 32 years of age, who w
an insurance agent by profession. Apart from the faet that he
in the course of his duties visited a town a few miles distant where
or two cases of smallpox had oceurred, we were unable to trace -
source of the infection. Thanks to the prompt diagnosis and no
tion by the medical prautltmner attending the case, the mntatrhu
very few in numher. He lived in a house with an invalid mother,
had not been out of the house for some weeks. The contacts were e
ascertained and followed up. Ngo further case oceurred.

Leaflets are distributed at the Infant Welfare Centres and at
Health Office placing before the public the henefits of vaceination.

The Vaceination Officer's Return for the twelve months ended
June, 1928, and for previous years is given helow. In 1911-12
conscientions ohjectors represented 12,1 per eent. This fipure gra
rose to 34.4 per cent. in 1920-21 and fell to 25 per cent. in 1923-24
yvear the percentage again rose to 35.5 and in view of the contir
prevalence of Smallpox throughout the country this tendency to n
the protection which vaceination affords is much to he deplored.

VaccinaTion ReETurNs FOR THE PAsT TEx YEARS.

w o = = o
:Enu.? .E E Eg ;!; g o % % .E
i = = g B 3 EEE e® |.§ z
e 2 1 G5 zF Hia el
2 £ 5 B 5% IE Priciic e
1928 1.094 577 4 376 36 10 L 14 72
1927 1,158 656 - 385 50 12 5 10 ki |
1926 1,267 731 2 414 62 20 4 6 28
1925 1406 866 3 404 55 29 7 15T
1924 1448 958 2 343 76 13 15 9 32
1923 1,535 984 - 428 62 15 6 10 30
1922 1759 1024 2 561 101 14 2 IS SN
1921 1,834 1046 5 608 119 32 10 20 44
1920 1944 1153 2 549 118 44 17 25 36
1919 1,438 816 - 421 104 20 21 23 33

* In calculating these percentages, the number dying unvascinated has been deducted
from the total number of births.

PNEUMONIA.

The cases of Primary Pneumonia notified during the year n |H-='?_;.--
105 compared with 167 last year. Thirty-two cases of I‘Ilﬂ“'
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Memo. 37T, TabLe III

Return showing the immediate results of treatment of paties n
and of observation of doubtful cases discharged from Resulen
Institutions during the year 1928.
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