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COUNTY BOROUGH OF SMETHWICK.

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

To tHE Mavor axp Corroration or THE Borouaw.

GENTLEMEN,

In presenting you with this my Twesty-First Axnvar RerorT
I wish to record my grateful appreciation of your kind consideration
during my illness.

The year has been signalised by a prolenged and extensive
epidemic of Scarlet Fever and a recurrence of Influenza, ipart from
these, however, the health of the population has been fairly satislac-
tory, the several rates with exception of those relating to Scarlet
Fever compare favourably with those of former years, It is especially
gratifying to note the partial recovery of the birth-rate, which the
infantile death-rate though higher than that of last year is con-
sidering all things a E.Liri}" average one.

Two new duties have engage d mv attention—the MNotification
of Births' Act, 1907, and the Medical ||hp|.,|:lmn of school children.
The former is referred to in the body of the report, the latter forms
the subject of a special report prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Board of Education, which will be submuitted to
you and forwarded with this report to the Authorities.

In addition to my ordinary work my responsibilities in connec-
tion with the Hospital have occasioned me much anxious labour.
I have to thank the Health and Hospital Committees for the support
tl'.l.ﬂ}" h;l\.‘ﬂ h‘:'-".'.']'.'.'l.'.l:.' il.li:fl'_lrl_{!:t! me.

[ am, Gentlemen,

Your ohedient servant,

Wi, F. MARSH JACKSON,

SMETHWICK, MARCH, 1g0g.
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Annual Report for the Year 1908

SITUATION.

The Borourh of Smethwick constitutes the extreme southern
portion of the district which is known as South StaHordshire. It 1s
bounded on the north by the County Borough of West Bromwich, on
the east by the Urban District of Handsworth, on the south by the
City of Birmingham, and on the west by the Urban Listrict of
Oldbury and the Tnuml:]!x of ‘L‘L-‘I:l]l.'_\.'. It 15 -Ci.ll-ut|_'-, in contact with
a more or less dense population on certain of its confines, especially
on its north-eastern boundary, where it is contiguous to Handswerth
and Birmingham, as well as on its south-western boundary, where
it adjoins Birmingham. Towards the south and south-west it
adjoins a large and extensive tract of open country, Iis surface is
u|1.|_||.1=.'[ti|'|;_:, its elevation CaAnZIn g from 426 to 606G feet above the
sea level, 1tz mean elevation being 550 feet. It extends from north
to south three miles, and from east to west, on its widest portion,
about two miles. The geological formation is gravel beds on the
red sandstone. Coal measures exist, and are worked on its north-
eastern border, and in the western portion there is less gravel, and
porous red sand prevails.

VITAL STATISTICS.

At the |ll_';1'i1||1i|1;_'; af 1003 I estimated the pc‘k}"n]-'l'lillll would be
at the middle of the year 69,500, being an increase of 2,500 over the
estimate for 1007, and on this fAgure the several rates have been
calculated. This estimate was practically in agreement with that
formed by the Registrar General, and the information furnished by
the Assistant Overseer.
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During the year the houses certified for completion were 422,
The number of houses on the rate book, at present in force, is 14,839,
an increase over 1907 of 477.

The area of the borough is 1,970 acres, and the average
population density 1s 276 per acre. The rateable value of the
property assessed for the poor, October, 1908, 1s £270,641 12s. Gd.,
and the rateable value of the property assessed for the General
District Rate, October, 1908, is £258,802 (s. 5d.

The following table shows the distribution of the population in
the wvarious wards, together with the number of houses in each
ward, extracted from the rate book in force October, 1908, by the
Assistant Overseer :—

Number Number Number Estimated

Ward. of Houses. Void. Occupied. Population.
Spon Lane 2,380 147 2,233 11,165
Sandwell e 2,136 177 1,959 9,795
Uplands 1,240 90 1,150 3y1 00
Bearwood 4,639 318 4,321 21,605
Victoria T 2,299 92 2,207 11,035
Soho s 2,145 150 2,015 10,075

14,839 054 13,885 69,425

Bearwood, Uplands, and a considerable part of Spon Lane
Wards are practically purely residential localities. The principal
works are in Soho and Sandwell Wards, and a few are situate in
Victoria Ward. There has been an increase in the number of houses
in all the wards, but the main extensions have been in Bearwood

and Spon Lane Wards.

With the consequent increase in the population density it is
fortunate that the situation of the Borough and the provision of
open spaces and public parks is so satisfactory.
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The Registrar General has published the following figures relat-
ing to the Vital Statistics of 1908 :—

AxnuaL RATES PER 1,000 LIVING. A R R

ANNUAL DELTH-RATE
OF INFANTS UNIFER
DEATHS FROM 1 TRAR

DEATIIE FROM AEVEN CHIEF PR 1000 INTICE,
BIRTHS. | srucavsks, | Epnesto '

England and Wales ... | 265 14-7 1-20 121
76 Great Towns s | 270 158 1:50 D3¢
142 Smaller Towns ... | 260 14-7 126 | 124
SMETHWICK sis | 3000 14:5 187 135

For the sake of comparison [ have added the rates of Smeth-
wick, calculated on the population as estimated by me at the middle
of the year.

MARRIAGES.

Th!: !'IHI'I.'.II"QT IEI'F 'I'I'I."Ll'l"i:l.”l:“? tl:]'l.t ]'!'I.".'L til.l-i.l."l'l. I'!ll.ilcll: I'J.I.I'I'i.l::l,'._'\I ll!{:' Wil
iz 491. The marri; age-rate for this year 15 14-1 per 1,000 persons
living per annum, -L_:.:J.!l'lnbt 144, 1575, 14+, 1108, 145, and 121 tor
the 6 previous years.

BIRTHS.

]Jurln" the year the births of 2,083 children were rl’.“flh‘tl. red,
The greatest number of Eu:rt]ls was registered in the month of
September, and the lowest in February,

The birth-rate for the year is 300 per 1,000 persons living per
aAnnum.

DEATHS.

TII'IL lILi'ltl:!‘i. Il:""i'itL'l'Ed il'l c;[l'l:Ltl:]"-TiC]i h}- T.']:IL ]HI:'I]. [{L!“':i"it!"l.!'
during the year numhr..r 820, r_anI to a -Jq.:{th-r ate of 1179 per 1,000
persons living per annum. To this however, have to be u.ddt.d.
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deaths of Smethwick persons occurring outside the borough, namely,
19 in public institutions in Birmingham, that is hospitals, and 66
in Kings Norton Union Workhouse ; making a total of 935. From
this 4 deaths of Oldbury persons, dying in the hospital, have to be

deducted, making 931 the total number of deaths to be attributed to
Smethwick.

Last year the deaths registered in Smethwick numbered 793, 39

in public institutions in Birmingham, and 60 in Kings Norton Union
Workhouse, total 392,

In 1906 the deaths registered in Smethwick numbered 8533, 49
in public institutions in Birmingham, 49 in Kings Norton Union
Workhouse, total 951.

In 1905 the deaths registered in Smethwick numbered 772, in
public institutions in Birmingham 34, Kings Norton Union Work-
house 38, Erdington Workhouse 1, total 865.

In 1904 the deaths registered in Smethwick numbered 719, in
public institutions in Birmingham 39, Kings Norton Union Work-
house 52, total 310.

The corrected death-rate for the year under notice is 14'5 per
1,000 persons living per annum, against 14-34 in 1907, 146 1906,
15°0 in 1905, 132 in 1904, 141 in 1903, 138 in 1902, 149 in 1901,
156 in 1900,

The illegitimate births numbered 41.

There were registered 7 uncertified deaths, and 14 deaths under
1 year of age of illegitimate children.

The tables illustrating this section of my report are here
reproduced, and the information required to be furnished to the
Local Government Board, will be found at the end of the report,
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BIRTH AND DEATH STATISTICS FOR THE PAST
TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS.

*Census Years.

ESTIM TD

YEAR. | PoPuLA- | BIrTHS. ]};;ETH' DEATH=. I;;.E‘*‘T_H'
TION. ATE. ATE.

i ' SR
*1881 | *25,076
1882 | 25,922 1083 419 884 148 |
1883 26,768 | 1180 | 421 462 172
1884 | 27,614 | 1195 43-2 498 180
1885 | 28,460 | 1151 406 455 16-0
1886 | 29,806 | 1174 | 400 512 | 175
1887 | 80,152 | 1126 | 87-4 509 | 168
1888 | 81,000 I 1172 | 878 538 17-1
1889 | 82,500 | 1202 ‘ 369 590 181
1890 | 84,800 | 1281 | 378 591 17-2
*1891 |*86,170 | 1423 | 38-3 699 | 188
1892 | 87,500 | 1823 352 615 16:4
1898 | 88,500 | 1446 375 676 17'5
1894 !59,500 - 1396 353 611 152

. I .
1895 | 41,000 | 1508 | 366 592 144
1896 | 48,000 @ 1546 | 359 728 168
1897 | 45,000 | 1657 | 867 756 16-8
1898 | 50,000 | 1724 | B84+4 742 148
1899 | 51,500 | 1856 36.08 780 15°1
1900 | 55,700 | 1859 | 888 872 156
*1901 |*54,560 | 1895 | 847 815 149
1902 | 55,700 | 1974 85 44 773 138
1908 | 58,000 @ 1980 @ 341 819 14°1
1904 | 61,000 | 1956 | 38206 810 13-2
1905 | 68,000 @ 1910 | 303 865 150
1906 | 65,000 @ 2027 312 951 146
1907 | 67,000 | 1973 | 294 892 1434
1908 | 69,500 | 2088 300 931 14.5
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The highest mortality in any month was in November, when
34 deaths were registered ; the lowest in May, when 17 deaths
were registered.

~ This year 15 deaths occurred from premature birth, against 40
i 1907, 48 1in 1906, 64 in 1905, 47 in 1904, 43 in 1903, 47 in 1902,
42 1n 1901, and 54 1n 1900.

Seventeen inquests on infants were held this year, against Y in
1907, 13 1n 1906, 5 in 1905, 9 1n 1904, 5 in 1903, 1 1n 1902, 5 1n 1901,
3 1n 1900, and 14 1n 1899,

The deaths amongst infants from Respiratory Diseases, i.e.
Bronchitis and Pneumonia, number 4, against 63 in 1907, 42 in
1906, 38 in 1905, 59 in 1904, 49 in 1903, 50 1in 1902, 33 in 1901, and
2l in 1900,

The deaths from Diarrheea including Enteritis number G0, equal
to a death-rate calculated on the births of 293

I'he infantile death-rate this year is not so satisfactory as that
of last year, which was quite exceptional, and mainly attributable
to the low mortality from diarcheea, being the lowest on record for
20 years ending 1907.

The increased mortality from diarrhcea this year accounts for
the higher death-rate, and this though regrettable is, as compared
with recent years, not altogether unsatisfactory.

As | have mentioned in previous reports, the practice is
continued of the furnishing by the registrar to parents on registering
the birth of a child, of the leaflet you approved of respecting the
feeding and care of infants, which has been much appreciated,
additional copies being frequently asked for,

From the information furnished by means of the early notifica-
tion of births, the health wvisitor has been enabled to follow up
births with greater promptitude, and to give useful advice. Since
this act came into operation the voluntary notification of births by
the parish surgeon and the licensed midwives, which previously
obtained, has been rendered unnecessary.

The health wvisitor has found, as reference to her report, which
1s appended, shows that by far the larger number of infants are
breast fed during the first month.
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THE NuMmBER OF BIRTHS, THE INFANTILE MORTALITY, AND THE
INFANTILE DEATH-RATFS For THE PAST TWENTY-ONE YEARS,
WERE AS FOLLOWS :

BN s o |l e,
1888 1172 180 158'5
1889 1202 200 166 8
1890 1281 290 1717
1881 | 1428 210 | 1470
1892 1828 221 | 1677
1893 1446 259 | 1791
1894 1396 208 1491
1895 1508 213 1416
1896 | 1546 260 1681
1897 1657 280 | 1689
1898 1724 273 | 158
1899 1856 332 179
1900 1859 304 | 160
1901 1895 823 | 170
1902 1974 952 | 197
1903 1980 280 1417
1904 1956 285 1456
1905 1910 266 189
1906 2027 264 180
1907 | 1978 | 232 116
1908 2088 284 185
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PHTHISIS.

Sixty persons, four being under, and fifty-six over five years
of age were registered as havm;‘ died during the year from Phthisis,

The Phthisis death-rate for the year is (0'86 per 1000 persons
living per annum, against (°78 in 1907, 103 in 1906, 0°73 in 1905,
0-93 in 1904, 0°65 in 1903, 0:75 in 1902, 0-87 1in 1901, 0-74 in 1900,
and 081 in 1899,

Under the system of voluntary notification of Phthisis I have
received four notifications. Bacteriological confirmation was
obtained in each case. In all 56 bacteriological examinations were
made at the University, 16 being positive and 40 negative,

The pamphlets issued by the National Society for the Preven-
tion of Tuberculosis can be obtained at the office of the Sanitary
Inspector.

After a death from Phthisis a letter signed by the Medical
Officer of Health is forwarded to the head of the family, recom-
mending the disinfection of the rooms occupied by the patient, and
this disinfection has been carried out, and practically in almost every
instance my recommendation has been complied with, not a single
objection having been raised.

On Table III. at the end of my report the incidence in localities
and the age period of the persons notifhed will be found.

It is regrettable that so little advantage has been taken by
practitioners of the invitation extended to them by the Health
Committee of supporting the system of voluntary notification of
Phthisis, for which they have agreed to pay the usual notification
fee. If these notifications were made it would enable steps to be
taken to enquire into the sanitary condition of the houses and premises
occupied by the patients and any observations and recommendations
on the part of the doctors sent to me with regard to these cases and
their domestic circumstances would be much appreciated and tend
to the abatement of any nuisances that may exist,
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RESPIRATORY DISEASES.
During the year 184 persons have died from Bronchitis and
Pneumonia, 83 at under and 101 at over five years of age.

4 deaths were registered from Pleurisy, 96 were due to
Bronchitis, and 58 to Pneumonia.

The death-rate for Respiratory Diseases is 027 per 1,000
persons living per annum, against 31 in 1907, 2'7 in 1906, 2:7 in
1905, 2:67 in 1904, 3-1 in 1903, 2:9 1n 1902, 2:5 1in 1901, 3-3 in 1900,
and 2:5 in 1899,

CANCER.

Forty-nine deaths were registered from the several diseases
grouped under this head.

The distribution in the Wards was as follows :—Spon Lane
Ward, 10; Sandwell Ward, 12; Uplands Ward, 3; Bearwood
Ward, 9; Victoria Ward, 9; Soho Ward, 6i. Grouping these Wards
as I have hitherto done, in accordance with the StaHordshire County
Council Electoral Districts, the figures for the past twenty-one
years are as follows :—

The Cancer death-rate for the year is 0-70, against 085, 067,
060, 0:803, 077, 055, 0-62, 0-55, (*46, and 0-52 in the ten previous

}‘EEI‘S.

NORTHERN.

Spon Lane and
Sandwell Wards.

SOUTHERN.

Uplands and
Bearwood Wards.

188

175

SouTH-EASTERN.

Victona and
Soho Wards.

199
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The South Staffordshire Joint Small Pox Hospital is now
available for admission for any cases of Small Pox which may occur
in the Borough.

The districts for which the hospital is available are—

The Urban District of Amblecote.
The Urban District of Bilston.

The Urban District of Coseley.

The Urban District of Darlaston.
The Urban District of Heath Town.
The Urban District of Rowley Regis.
The Urban District of Sedgley.

The Urban District of Short Heath.
The Urban District of Tettenhall.
The Urban District of Tipton.

The Urban District of Wednesfield.
The Urban District of Oldbury.

The Rural District of Kingswinford.
The County Borough of Smethwick.
The County Borough of Wolverhampton.

The Smethwick representatives on the Joint Hospital Board are
Aldermen Bowden, Motteram, and C. Summerton.

VACCINATION.

The Vaccination Officer’s returns for the period of twelve
months ended 30th June, 1908.

The percentage of births vaccinated works out at 75, as com-~
pared with 83 for the previous twelve months. The number of
Exemptinna EhU\VS 4an 1ncrease 'Df H’G.

The returns of the Vaccination Officer were not so satisfactory
as they were last year, 75 per cent. of the children born having been
vaccinated, against 83 per cent in 1907. There has been an
increase in the number of exemptions granted, the figures for this
year being 137, against 41 in 1907. It cannot be too strongly
urged on the public that they should avail themselves and their
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Scarlet Fever which assumed an epidemic form in September,
1907, has continued very prevalent throughout the year. The
disease principally attacked persons between the ages of 5 and 15
years ; and so has largely affected the school attendances.

The disease was mainly confined to families living in houses
with two or three bedrooms. One hundred and thirty-five cases
occurred in 57 houses. Two hundred and eighty-six cases were
removed to the hospital, the rest were treated at home.

In very few instances could further infection be traced to any of
the cases treated at home.

The Local Government Board drew attention to the large
number of cases that had been notified during the period from
the 4th July to the Tth November, and requested the Town Council
to instruct me to prepare a special report dealing with non-fatal as
well as fatal cases, and the steps taken to cope with the epidemic.
I accordingly prepared a report which was printed and presented to
you, and forwarded to the Local Government Board, in which I
dealt, according to the Board’s instructions, very fully.

As regards removal to hospital, the reasons {or such removal
were :—overcrowding, impossibility of home isolation, and want of
proper nursing, special circumstances (mothers expecting confine-
ment), occupation of other members of the family, 1.e. coachman,
chauffeur, jobbing gardener, ice cream maker, brewer's draymen,
greengrocer, baker, food, milk, and other shops, railway servants,
domestic service, laundry work, servant’s registry office.

There were 18 deaths. Five occurring on the day of notifica-
tion. In each case the premises were visited and found clean, and
these deaths appear to have been due to intense toxic infection.
One child, who was removed to hospital, was found on admission to
have a mixed infection, Diphtheria being associated with Scarlet
Fever.

The following brief notes of cases are of interest and hence
recorded.

H.J. and H.].,, aged 4 vyears and 30 years. Both having
developed malignant Scarlet Fever, were removed to the hospital,
where the father died on 26th Aug., twenty-six hours after
admission, and the child on the 3rd September, having developed
Meningitis. The dwelling was clean, and there were only two
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other children. The child was a school girl, the father had been
employed in Birmingham, and apparently contracted the infection
from his daughter.

A.M.K., aged 10 years. This house was occupied by 2 families,
2 previous cases were notified here on the 4th of November, 1907,
both treated at home, the house was disinfected on the Uth
December, both having recovered. On the 28th January a sister
aged 10 years was notified, and died on the 15th February. Other
members of each family were attacked but recovered.

J. 1., aged 5 months, notified 30th September, died 26th October,
the cause of death being registered as Gastro Intestinal Catarrh,
Scarlet Fever. There was another child aged 18 months notified on
the same day. On visiting the house I found both children down-
stairs, and at once advised that they should be moved to a bedroom,
where they were subsequently well isolated. There were 3 bed-
rooms.

With few exceptions I personally visited all cases as soon as
possible after the receipt of the notification, practically on that day.
In a few instances visits were made by the Sanitary Inspectors, and
generally speaking I myself subsequently re-visited the outbreaks
they had enquired into. 1 have made careful notes of all visits and
given verbal advice as to isolation, &c. Each case has been regularly
registered on the receipt of notification, and a card of printed instruc-
tions as to precautions against the spread of infection, and copies of
section 120 of the Public Health Act, have been forwarded by post
to the address given on the notification form. Disinfectants were
supplied by the Corporation free of cost. When patients were treated
at home they were recommended to be isolated in the most detached
room, a sheet moistened with izal solution being placed outside the
door frame, the nurse directed to wear a washable gown over her
clothing, and to keep her hair covered while in the sick room, the
gown to be hung in the room at the back of the door on leaving it,
and she was advised to wash her hands in izalized water. The
workers in the family and other children, where possible, were
recommended to live away from home, care being taken that they
did not go to houses where there were young children.

The Education Department have been kept posted up, and
children who were known to have been exposed to infection have

been excluded from school for fourteen days.

Any insanitary conditions observed were specially noted, and
steps immediately taken for their abatement, but as the large majority
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TYPHOID FEVER.

The notifications of Typhoid Fever number 31 this year, 16
males and 15 females, and 4 deaths have been registered as having
been occasioned by it. Last year 32 notifications were received, 36
in 1906, 24 in 1905, 23 in 1904, 55 in 1903,47 in 1902, and 62 in 1901,

The mortality rate this year is 0005, against 007, 0-12, 009,
0-114, 0-15, 0-23, 0-22, 0-12, and 0°22 in the nine years 1mmed1ately
preceding this year.

The attack rate is 0°44 per 1,000 persons living per annum.

The Typhoid distribution is indicated in the Spot Disease Map
appended to my report,

During the five years ended 31st December, 1908, 146 cases have
been notified, giving an average per annum of 20 cases. In the pre-
cedmg five years the notifications numbered 279, giving an average
of 55'3 cases per annum. In view of the active steps that have been
taken for the abolition of privies and ashpits this record is especially
satisfactory, and now that hospital accommodation has been pro-
vided for cases of this fever, a still further diminution of it may be
hoped for.

This year in the W.C. houses there was no duplicate case, but
in two of those supplied with privies there were three and two cases
respectively. Thirty-one cases occurred in twenty-eight houses,
nineteen had W.C. and nine privy accommodation, and six of these
have had W.C.'s substituted for privies, and of the remaining three
a similar substitution will be carried out.

In no instance was the fever traceable to eating fish of any kind,
and the milk was quite free from suspicion.

Ten cases were removed to the hospital, and in two instances
Widal's Reaction was obtained.

One case was imported, the patient being a school teacher in a
parish in Cheshire, and having come here ill to her friends. 1 com-
municated the circumstances to the Medical Officer of Health for
that district.

2 e e T o it e Vs i o i e m

e gty
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SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY JOINT ISOLATION
HOSPITAL.

This hospital is intended for the reception of patients suffering
from Scarlet Fever and Typhoid Fever. During the year under notice
in consequence of the great prevalence of Scarlet Fever it has been
constantly utilised. At present the whole scheme, which will ulti-
mately be devoloped, has been only partially completed, and the
need there has been to secure isolation has occasioned (having regard
to the requirements of the Local Government Board) some temporary
inconvenience. The question that has presented itself was whether
in the interest of public health temporary overcrowding was prefer-
able to the non-isolation that must otherwise have been unavoidable.
By separating at the hospital as far as possible the less acute and
convalesing patients from the more acute cases much was done to
prevent any injurious result of overcrowding, and there is no doubt
that in many instances the isolation which has been obtained has
proved of signal service, and assisted the other efforts that have been
made to prevent the spread of infection.

In all 289 cases of Scarlet Fever were admitted from Smethwick,
and 66 from Oldbury, their age periods being as follows :—

1 year and 25 and

under 5 a-15 15-25 over,
Smethwick ... 78 164 28 16
Oldbury 16 41 0 —

The deaths that occurred were—

Smethwick, 7. Oldbury, 2. Total, 9.

During the same period 14 cases of Typhoid Fever were
admltted viz. : from Smethwick, 10 ; from 'Dldbury, 4. There were
3 deaths-—Smethwmk patients, 2 ; Oldbury patients, 1.

Miss Edison was appointed Matron in July last, on the resigna-
tion of Miss Burtinshaw, and has fulfilled the expectations, that
were anticipated of her, by her careful administration of the
hospital, and uniform and 1nte111gent care of the patients. She has
now under her a staff of 7 nurses, 6 female domestic servants, a
lodge keeper and 2 porters, the former acting as engineer, and bein
in charge of the disinfecting chamber, one or both of the latter
attending to the conveying of patients to the h{:ﬁpit;ﬂ.l1r and the
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Smethwick—Pillows ... 320
Oldbury — ,, 250

Total ... st N

Smethwick—Bolsters ... 422
Oldbury — 100

Total ... H22

STEPS TAKEN FOR THE PREVENTION OF
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Being through the agency of the Infectious Diseases Notifiable
Act promptly advised of all outbreaks of infectious disease, each
case is regularly registered, and on the day on which the notification
is received a card of printed instruction as to precautions against
the spread of infection, and copies of section 126 of the Public Health
Act, are forwarded b}r post to the address given in the notification
Form.

Notices of all new outbreaks are forwarded to the Education
Committee, the School Attendance Officers being thus acquainted
with them. I continue to make it a point to personally visit all
premises where cutbreaks have occurred, to endeavour to ascertain
the source of infection, to enquire as to the sanitary condition of
the premises, the employment of the working members of the
family, the schools attended by the children, and to give such
general verbal instructions as are necessary. Further, all the
elementary schools are provided with time tables showing the period
of infectiveness of the various diseases, with a view of preventing
the premature return to school of any children from infected houses.
Disinfection at the conclusion of the illness is performed. When
outbreaks of Typhoid Fever occur in other than W.C. houses special
pans are provided. In all cases of infectious disease affecting school
children, no child is allowed to return to school until a notice has
been received by the school attendance officer signed by the Medical
Officer of Health, certifying it may do so. In the case of Diphtheria
this certificate is not forwarded until the Medical Officer of Health
has received from the University, Birmingham, a notice that the
patient is no longer infective. The method of disinfection is either
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SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

The number of slaughter houses on the register is 17; among
these 10 are registered, and 7 licensed, the occupiers of the licensed
ones being under the obligation of having to obtain an annual
renewal of their license. They have been systematically visited
during the year, and, at the time of inspection, verbal notices have
been, as a general rule, sufficient to secure the abatement of any
nuisance discovered.

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS.

The number of dairymen and purveyors of milk on the register
at the end of the year was 250, and the number of cowsheds on the
register was . During the vear 39 persons were registered for the
sale of milk. Four registered dairymen discontinued the sale of milk
during the year, and their names were struck off the register, while
in several instances there were changes of occupation in milkshops.

These have been systematically visited and the regulations in
respect thereof have been enforced.

ROUTINE SANITARY WORK.

During the year I made special visits and inquiries as to the
following matters, being accompanied by the Sanitary Inspector.

Faulty drainage, defective and insufficient W.C. accommoda-
tion, belonging to a group of houses in Cross Street, all the
nuisances being subsequently abated.

VARNISH WORKs IN UNION STREET.

In my report for 1907 I referred to this, and to the steps that
had been taken to abate a nuisance that was complained of,
occasioned by the escape of disagreeable and pungent fumes durmg
the process of boiling pitch. This year further complaints having
been made, I again visited the works, and then found that any
nuisance that had recently been noticed was due to purely
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accidental causes, and that the owner was doing everything that
could possibly be done, and that certain structural arrangements
that I had previously recommended had been effected, with the
result that all smoke and fumes were consumed in the furnaces
beneath the coppers, and no further complaint has reached me.

RAG SORTING.

The practice of rag sorting on land adjoining a public
thorough-fare was complained of as being objectionable. The
matter was inquired into, and as it was possible that such a
constant collection of old rags gathered indiscriminately, and then
sorted in such a locality, and often in the midst of groups of
children, might be a source of danger to health, steps were taken

to prevent any recurrence of the practice.

In the course of my visits to premises in which infectious
diseases were notified, ] made numerous personal inspections of
houses, drains, privy and W.C. accommodation, and premises and
surroundings, noting all defects, which were dealt with by the
Sanitary Inspector and abated.

The Health Visitor has reported from time to time on cases of
overcrowding, dirty houses and people, and neglected children, all
of which have received my attention.

ANIMAL NUISANCE.

Pig keeping has been frequently inquired into, and in accord-
ance with the instructions of the Health Committee, who are of
opinion that with the growth of the population, and the increasing
number of houses, it is objectionable, an opinion which I share, it

is being gradually restricted, and in many instances has been
abolished.

MEAT INSPECTION.

The sale of meat has been kept under pretty close observation.
In three instances the carcases of five tuberculous pigs were brought
to the notice of the Inspector, and voluntarily surrendered, and
destroyed in the destructor.

The statistical records of sickness and mortality, and the register
of the incidence of infectious diseases have been kept. The usual
returns required by the Local Government Board have been regularly
forwarded, and I have prepared the monthly reports for the Health
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Committee, and attended their meetings, and in addition to the
house to house inspections already referred to, and the visiting of
practically every house in which infectious disease has been notified,
have generally kept myself acquainted with the sanitary cundrtmn
of the borough. I have again gratefully to acknowledge my extreme
{}hllgatlﬂn to the Corporation officials for their valuable assistance
in many wavs, and also to tender my thanks to Mr, Davies, the
collector of the South Stalordshire Waterworks Company; Mr.
Fletcher, the Vaccination Officer; and Mr. Fisher, the Relieving
Officer, for the returns which they have provided.

MIDWIVES’ ACT.

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1908.

Thirty-nine midwives registered their intention to practice in
the Borough. Of these only one is a trained midwife, the rest bein
bona fide midwives, i.e., midwives who were in practice before the
passing of the Central Midwives’ Board Act. Two are 72 years of
age. There are also 7 uncertified midwives in practice.

The midwives have been visited periodically, when their case
books, bags, appliances, and homes have been inspected and their
mode of practice investigated.

RESULT OF INVESTIGATION.

Five midwives were using bags without a washable lining, and
in 6 cases the bags were dirty or in an otherwise unsatisfactory
condition.

Five had neglected to keep their case books, and the registers of
10 who were unable to write were kept in a more or less unsatisfac-
tory condition by relatives.

Two houses were found to be in an insanitary condition,
Notices were served on the landlord, and the several nuisances
abated.

Ten notifications of still-births, 4 notifications of medical help
required, and 1 notification of the death of a child, were received
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notice in writing of the birth to the Medical Officer of Health of the
district in which the child is born.

Notice shall be given by posting a prepaid letter or post card,
addressed to the Medical Officer of Health giving the necessary in-
formation of the birth, within thirty-six hours thereafter, or by
delivering a written notice at the office or residence of the Medical
Officer of Health within the same time.

SANITARY WORK AND IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. Fyles, the Sanitary Inspector, has furnished me with the
following intormation as regards the progress that has been made
during the year in improving sanitary conditions.

The conversion of privies into W.C.'s and the abelition of
middens has been further proceeded with. The following figures
show the extent of these improvements since the completion of the
sewerage of the district thirteen years ago :—

W.C.'s Privies Middens Houses

Provided. Abolished. Abolished. Affected.
1806 ... 140 140 126 151
1897 226 226 175 240
1898 <. 401 395 276 434
1899 ... 509 500 340 569
1900 645 621 a04 707
1901 W 28D D8D a82 613
1902 s 409 409 229 433
1903 ... 349 341 290 367
1904 ... 310 304 199 317
195 .. 333 330 219 308
1906 . ... 285 280 208 287
1907 ... 256 254 152 259
1905 e 246 243 160 265
Totals 4,604 1,628 3,080 1,040

The number of water-closets substituted for privy middens
during the year was 246, as compared with 2506 the preceding year.
The above figures strikingly indicate to what extent privy middens
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DISINFECTION.

The total number of houses disinfected was G08. In addition
there were also disinfected 3% houses i1n connection with Phthisis.
In 510 instances the infected room or rooms were also stripped and
limewashed. In each case the bedding, &c., was removed to the
steam disinfector, and thoroughly disinfected.

DRAINS AND WATER-CLOSETS.

During the year 87 registered complaints were dealt with. They
related for the most part to blocked water-closets and drains, and
various other nuisances. In each case visits were made, and the
nuisance arising therefrom was dealt with by at once serving notices
on the responsible party.

In this connection there have also been reported to the Surveyor
05 premises whose sewer connexions were blocked, thus causing a
very great nuisance in the back premises.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

This has been administered by the Sanitary Inspector, who
states that—

During the year 237 samples were submitted to the Public
Analyst for analysis. One hundred and thirty-two of these were
milk, 85 butter, 3 marganne 3 paregoric, 1 coffee, 1 coffee and
chicory, 3 pepper, 3 camphorated oil, 1 pills iron), 1 sweet spirit of
nitre, 1 vinegar, 2 jam, and 1 mus.t'l.rd The number certified as
bemg not genuine was 26. In 8 instances of serious adulteration
the Health Committee authorised proceedings to be instituted, with
the result that in 7 instances the magistrates cnnvlcted—nne case
being withdrawn on payment of costs. In the other instances where
the samples had been taken officially, the vendors were cautioned.

The total fines and costs amounted to £22 15s. 0d.
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ANNUAL REPORT UNDER THE CANAL BOATS' ACTS,
1877 anp 1884. BOAT REPORT, 1908.

The supervision of boats during the year comprised the inspection
of 333, as compared with 380 the year preceding. Though, as will
be seen, there is a slight falling off in the number of boats inspected,
the average is well mamtamed, standmg considerably above the
average of earlier years. These inspections represent frequent visits
to the Canal, and the slight decrease arises largely from delays on
the waterway and trade depression, causing irregularity in the canal
traffic. There is a very noticeable improvement in the condition of
the boats this year, which is very obvious from a reference to the
total number of infringements, viz , only 3.

It will be noted from the list appended that the infringements
actually relating to the boats number only 9, as compared with 27
the previous year, and of these 5 relate to certificates (viz., 4 to
production and 1 to renewal of certificate), whilst the infringements
having direct relation to the boats were to the extent of only
1:2¢ as compared with 7% the previous year.

As to the occupants, the contraventions under this head were
practically nil, only one case of ﬂvercmwdmg being met with, i.e.
to the extent of 3%, as against 2% the previous year. The total
infringements were 10, as compared with 35 the previous year, and
6 at the corresponding period of 1906, i.e. 3%, 9%, and 1-5% for these

respective periods,

Tue INFRINGEMENTS OF THE AcCTs ARE AS FOLLOWS :—

(a) Registration : —_
(b) Notifications of clnnﬂe of Master —
(c) Certificates 5
(d) Marking -
(e) Overcrowding 1
( f) Separation of the sexes —
(g) Cleanliness —
(h) Ventilation —
(%) Pamung —
(j) Provision of water-cask 2
( k) Removal of bilge water

(1) Notification of infectious disease

(m) Admittance of Inspector

(n) Leakage in cabins

1Sl el ||
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HEALTH VISITOR'S REPORT, 1908.

During the year 1908 2,890 visits have been made.

Sixty-seven unwholesome houses, structural defects, &c., have
been reported to the Sanitary Inspector, together with a number of
overcrowding cases, the result of 121 house to house wvisits.

Two hundred and eight insanitary conditions were found in the
homes visited, including insufficiently ventilated rooms (caused by
closed windows and blocked chimneys), dirty floors and bedding,
verminous homes, children wearing verminous clothing, or with
verminous heads. Most of these were remedied on a later visit paid
to the homes.

The principal cause of the discomfort and untidyness of the
homes is due to the mother’s ignorance of the best ways of cleaning
and cooking. She may be always busy, but her work often proves
ineffectual because as she performs one task she creates another,
hence the house always presents a neglected and untidy appearance.

Another thing which strikes one is, that the amount of washing
and the number of washing days are no guarantee that the houses

are kept clean.
Method again is woefully lacking.

In most of the homes I am referring to the washing is dried
indoors. In winter from necessity, in summer because the washing
is not commenced until late in the day, hence the outdoor drying is

Over.

When we remember that all these clothes have to be dried in
the room in which the family live, and in many cases where they
sleep, it is not a surprising fact that many children, and especially
babies, catch cold.

~ Chronic ailments and deaths are the natural results of this
damp steaming atmosphere.

Not only is the family washing done, but washing is often
taken in. If people saw the conditions under which some of this
washing was done, they would be more scrupulous in sending it out.
One can easily conjecture how disease may be spread.
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