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HEALTH DEPARTMENT,

* ‘GLENHARTIE’ * ,

15, BATH ROAD,
SLOUGH.,

To The liorshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Slough.

MADAM MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting to you my tenth Annual
Report - for the year 1958.

The year was, I think, rather unexceptional apart from
appalling weather during the summer months and the Asian ' flu
epidemic which, in the early months was still running its
rapid, but fortunately mild, course through the town.

The population continued to rise, the birth rate was
higher than for some years, deaths were fewer and there was no
poliomyelitis. The infant mortality rate was the lowest ever
recorded but as the still-birth rate was higher than it had
been in the previous year there is little reason for believing
that any marked, additional success in dealing with these
problems had occurred, -

Heart diseases, in addition to lung cancer, took the
centre of the stage as the greatest reasons for illness and
death. These now completely outclass the more conventional
infectious diseases which gave no undue alarms during 1958.

As new diseases came to the forefront so did new
industrial processes and new developments in the atomic field
obtrude themselves into the work of the Health Department for
the first time. I was fortunate enough to be allowed to attend
a three day course in London during April on the use of
radio-active substances, the safety precautions to be used in
handling them and the most suitable methods of disposal of
wastes,

The timing of this course was particularly fortunate as
the knowledge gained was of value on no less than three
occasions during the following twelve months. In two instances,
discussions took place with those using radio-active isotopes
in scientific laboratories and, on the third occasion, co-
operation between the Hawker-Siddeley Nuclear Power Company
and the Corporation’'s Chief Officers enabled the latter to
satisfy the Council upon the safety precautions being taken
with the Company’s atomic research reactor to be built at their
factory in Langley.

Standards of environmetal hygiene can never be considered
satisfactory but, so far as this branch of preventive medicine



was concerned, the year was, I think, a good one. For instance,
the first five-year slum clearance plan was virtually completed:
but now that the main problem has been solved it must not be
forgotten that all houses which were in existence when the slum
clearance plan was formulated are now five years colder and some
are approaching the time when action will have to be considered.

When problems appear to be relatively minor in character
they are often put to one side or dealt with in a dilatory
manner but the Council is to be congratulated upon the
expeditious way in which the slum clearance problem has been
handled and I hope they will adopt an equally enlightened and
forthright policy over Clean Air. Slough does have a problem
in this respect but, once again, the malady is not so obvious
as it is in some other areas, the. industrial areas of the
Midlands and the North for example, For this reason there could
be a tendency to allow the cleansing of Elough air to be
looked upon as a matter of little importance and for the
protagonists of Clean Air to receive scant support.
Industrially the town is not too dirty but it could be cleaner;
domestically it seems to be as bad as anywhere else. May I
plead for the Council' s full support for efforts which their
officers will recommend from time to time to make Slough not
only a *‘‘Safety Town'® but a ‘‘Clean Safety Town''.

The Chief Public Health Inspector, in his portion of this
report, stresses the value of a Municipal abattoir. Only by
having the slaughter of animals carried out at premises
controlled by the Local Authority can there be full public
health control, the decrease in the proportion of animals
suffering from tuberculosis is noteworthy.

The rapidly increasing habit of pre-packing ice-cream is
to be applauded but manufacturers, particularly of iced-lollies,
must take care to have the coverings sufficiently large to
prevent outside contamination. There is no doubt that thle
modern products are better in every way than the vast majority
were even a short time ago.

One other relatively minor problem dealt with by the
Council is, I think, worth mentioning. Hackney Carriage
drivers must now provide satisfactory evidence of fitness to
drive vehicles for hire. Considerable efforts are taken to
ensure the safety and suitability of cabs, what more natural
than that the drivers should alsc be required to be fit, as
well as technically competent, to drive.

Last year the Health and Sanitation Committee was honoured
by the choice of one of its members as the first lady Mayor of
the town. Another lady, Alderman Mrs M.J. Morgan, also a member
of the Health Committee, was elected as Mayor for the year
in May 1958.
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STILLBIRTHS

33 stillbirths were registered during the year of which
29 were legitimate and 4 illegitimate. This number which gives
a rate of 25.22 per thousand total births or 0.45 per thousand
of the population is rather higher than experienced in 1957
although very much closer to the figures experienced in the
three previous years (see table below). This means that the
stillbirth rate in Slough was a little above the National
figure of 21.6 per thousand total live and still births.

When referring to the particularly low rate obtained in
1957 I mentioned that there were bound to be fluctuations from
year to year in rates which are calculated upon such small
numbers, and this point needs to be borne in mind once again.

The fact that infant deaths and stillbirths no longer
cause such a great number of tragedies as they used to means
that the reasons for the relatively few remaining cases are
much more difficult to discover and therefore even more difficult
to prevent. The fact that stillbirth and infant mortality rates
are lower in some other countries, notably New Zealand and the
Netherlands, means that a further improvement can still be
sought and achieved and as our first-class services become more
readily available so will the hazards of birth and life be
decreased not only for the mothers but also for the children.

" STILLBIRTH RATES - SLOUGH

1949 ol 18.4
1950 (s 92.9
1951 P 20.1 |

1952 o 17.6 |
1953 . 16.55 |

1954 o 25.0

1955 8 25.7

1956 . 25.9

1957 i 19.6

1958 Pl 25.22
DEATHS

After correction for inward and outward transfers the
number of deaths assigned to the Borough by the Registrar
General was 570; this represents a decrease of 35 compared with
1957. As the population had increased during this year, however,
there was a marked decrease in the erude death rate from 8.5 to
7.7 Slough has, however, a population younger than the average
for the whole country and in order to compensate for this the
number of deaths must be increased; this is done by multiplying
by the Comparability Figure of 1.30. This produces the, corrected
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CAUSES OF DEATH 1957 1958

I Masrponen. | e M F M F
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory ... ... ... IR Y
2. Tuberculosis, other ... e S ek - - 1 1
3. Syphilitic disease ... S e P = 1 1 =
4, Diphtheria PR = e . an - - - -
5. Whooping Cough ol i gk o - wain - - - -
6. Meningococecal infection ... — e 1 - - -
7. Acute poliomyelitis ... S e o = = = -
8. Measles PP e S S S s B = = - :
9, Other infective and parasitic diseases 2 - 1 1

10, Malignant neoplasm, stomach i i 8 T G

11. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus i 28 5 25 3

12. Malignant neoplasm, breast S e - |11 - 11

13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus i i 8

14. Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms 25 | 24 23 120

15. Leukaemia, aleukaemia S e T 1 3 4 3

16. Diabetes e sue S -t ey 2 7 2 3

17. Vascular lesions of the nervous system 30 |35 20 | 41

18. Coronary disease, angina ... i ol 67 |33 81 | 45

19. Hypertension with heart disease ... s 8 1 10 9

20. Other heart diseases i s .o 34 |69 32 | 34

21, Other circulatory disease ... iae baa 12 | 11 6 8

22, Influenza S e o | pain S s o i 2 1 - -

23. Pneumonia S e s s aan 11 | 14 16 | 14

24. Bronchitis — . — - Y 24 7 20 8

25. Other diseases of the respiratory system 3 ] 3 1

26. Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ... A 4 = 3 1

27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea b 2 3 1 1

28. Nephritis and nephrosis ... ... ... 4 1 2 3

29, Hyperplasia of prostate = & Jidg o 9 &

30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion ... e 1 -

31. Congenital malformations ... b ane 3 1 3

32. Other defined and ill-defined diseases 23 | 31 22 | 25

33. Motor vehicle accidents ... i - 3 1 6 3

34. All other accidents vue amaplaue 3 | 8 6

35. Buicide ... - ... . s Py ive 4 3 4 2

1

36. Homicide and operations of war ... P - - -

All causes S 217 [288 309 |261

SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF DEATHS, 1958

The following table shows the age and sex distribution of
all deaths attributed to the Borough during 1958 by local
Registrars., The figures include all deaths which actually
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occurred during the year even although in some cases
notification of their occurrence may not have been received
until 1959, sometimes because they had occurred in other areas
and sometimes because the deaths were the subject of inquests
by coroners,

As the Registrar General’s machines have to be allocated
to other work shortly after the beginning of the new year, he
is unable to take these late notifications into consideration
and there is, therefore, from time to time, a slight
difference between the fipures given in the table below and
the one set out on the previous page.

Ages at Death, in Years: Males Females Total
Under 1 ... SR, P 12 T 19
1 - e L o i'e 7 2 9
10 - o -G el 4 5 9
25 — g S ai 16 14 30
45 ! &8 & o8B oo 9'? 61 153
65 - L A A, 49 31 80
—- 185 — 120 — 305
70 - i L o 41 30 71
il R s A 41 32 73
80 - e e o 17 37 54
85 - fe 8 e i 16 26 42
a0 - A Sy San = 12 14
95 and over miE i 1 4 5
—— LI — 14 —— ]
303 261 564

Out of the 564 deaths, which incidentally were 42 fewer
than in 1957, 259 (45.9%%) were in persons over the age of T0
years and no less than 339 (60.1%) of those who died had
reached retiring age. These percentages compare with 52.6 and

63.5 in 1957.

The six diseases, or groups of diseases, causing the
ereatest disturbance by killing men during their working years
is given in the table below, For the purpose of this table
normal working life is assumed to cease at 65 years and deaths
under the age of 10 years have been left out or the effect of
infant deaths will obscure the picture.

Although many women now contribute to the family income,
men only are included in the table, it being assumed that men
norially make the main contribution to family income.

The table also, of course, excludes deaths occurring in
old age.
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The suggestion that coronary disease has become epidemic
does not seem out of place.

Cancer also took a very considerable upward leap this year
in this group but the main reason lay in the earlier age of the
deaths - 51 years instead of 55 years. Cancer of the lung killed
rather fewer in this category than in 1957, 15 as compared with
18, the average age at death remained the same - 55 years.

Accidents were responsible for no less than 8 males
between the ages of 10 and 65, the average age at death being
only 39 years. Fatal road casualties amounted to 6; the average
age of each man dying being only 37 years.

MATERNAL MORTALITY

I have been able, under this heading, to return to a
report which I gave between 1952 and 1956 - * ‘No maternal deaths
were due to pregnancy, childbirth or abortion,®’

The death which occurred in 1957 broke a record of safe
childbirth which had existed since 1951. but the fact that 1958
was clear once again means that there has been only one maternal
death in Slough for no fewer than 7 475 births.

INFANT MORTALITY

After correction for inward and outward transfers there
were 19 deaths (12 males and 7 females) of infants under one
year of age. This is seven fewer than in 1957 and as the number
of births was also considerably higher (1275 compared with
1102 in 1957) the infant mortality rate dropped by 8.7 to a
new low record of 14.9 per thousand births. The National Rate
was 22.5.

I am not going to suggest that this new low rate will
never be exceeded in the future but the following graph does
show arcontinuing trend towards safer birth and life for infants
and although it is only proper to sound a word of caution to
prevent over-optimism such a series of figures gives a sense
of satisfaction and a continuing and growing confidence in the
maternity services which serve the mothers and babies both in
their own homes and in hospitals.
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NEO-NATAL MORTALITY

Out of the nineteen infants who died during their first
year of life, thirteen (or 68.4%) died within the first month
and all but one of these (12 or 63.1%) died during the first
week, (See table on page 18).

These thirteen deaths represent a neo-natal mortality rate
of, 10.2 per 1,000 live births.

When deaths occur so soon after birth it means that, in
most cases, the fine balance which exists between life and death
in a small or physically handicapped child has tipped the wrong
way. The very fact that the infant mortality is now so low
reduces the chances of obtaining further dramatic falls in the
Infant Mortality Rate. However, much research goes on, not only
into the ways of keeping new born infants alive but also of
preventing the causes of stillbirth whether they be maternal or
foetal in origin.
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It is often said that the infant mortality rate is an
index of the standard of life in a country but now such
comparatively high levels have been attained a better index
may well be indicated by studying together the stillbirths and

deaths occurring very shortly after birth.

During 1958, 12 infants died during the first week of
life and 33 stillbirths occurred, a total of 45. Altogether no
less than 1,308 live and still births took place during the
year and the figure of 45 who failed to survive indicates a

loss of 34 4 children for each thousand total births.

figure is very close to that found in 1957 32.9 -
than those for 1955 and 1956 - 47.43 and 44 respectively.

INQUESTS

This
but much lower

Twenty-five inquests were held upon residents of the
Borough during 1958, one more than in the previous year. The
causes of death as recorded by the Registrars of Births and

Deaths are set out in the following table.

. —— :
Males Females Total
Natural Causes ... it P 1 1 2
|
Accidents’ e it L ;
Falls - 1 1
Road Accidents o i o . ) 3 10
Post -operative st 34 i - 1
Cerebral contusions i 1 1
DI‘DWTL'[I‘IE - ® a s & 1 o 1
Suicide: .
Coal Gas poisoning 500 | 1 1 2
St&bbillg & &b 6. b 1 == 1
Hanging e e R 1 1
Barbiturate poisoning 1 - 1
Open Verdict
Coal Gas poisoning g - 1
Barbiturate poisoning 1 1
Railway accident 1 1
Manslaughter: :
Multiple stab wounds "k - | i ¢ 1
= :
TOTAL ... 17 | 8 25
| I
POPULATION

The population of the Town rose once again, or perhaps I
should say continued to rise, and by the end of June 1958 the
Registrar General estimated that there were 73,620 people living
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here. This is a net gain of 2, 060 over the year and is made up
by the natural increase (births less deaths) of 705 and a net
immigration of 1 355. When it is remembered that the great
majority of the Britwell Estate snd certainly that part which
is at present being built for the London County Council tenants
is in the Eton Rural District, it is difficult to understand
how such an increase in population has occurred without
apparently a real increase in overcrowding. An additional
number of houses has been built on the Langley L.C.C. Estate

on the site opposite the shops where it was originally thought
a community centre, church and cinemas might be erected. but
the majority of private building has occurred on less obvious
sites. for example. near the Langley and London Roads and at
Cippenham. Very considerable '‘in-filling ' is now taking place
all over the town and is a very real indication that building
land in the Borough is rapidly disappearing. By the time the
Langley Airfield site is developed there will be virtually no
building land at all left in the town.

I1I GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES

Cleansing and Disinfestation.

Alterations in the sewage pumping system deprived the
disinfesting machine at Chalvey of its steam supply. As the
number of articles needing steam disinfestation has, during
the past years. remained consistently low. it was decided not
to provide an alternative apparatus for the use of the Sliough
Health Department alone but to approach the Windsor Group
Hospital Management Committee to see if arrangements could be
made for the use of a disinfestor at one of the hospitals
within that group. Negotiations were satisfactorily completed
and arrangements were made to use the disinfesting plant at
Cippenham Hostel from 1st April. 1959,

Disposal of Refuse

The methods of disposing of refuse remained the same as
in previous years. The Health Committee continued towards
their goal of dustless loading and there is no doubt that the
vehicles in use in the Borough today show very great advantages
in this respect over the older machines which were, of course.
when»they were purchased, considered to be the best available,

Kitchen Waste
The kitchen waste was disposed of by contractors as in
previous years. No additional difficulties were experienced.

WATER

Slough Corporation Water Supply

40 bacteriological analyses were made from samples of water
taken from the Datchet Pumping Station and on two coccasions a
very slight deterioration from the normal excellent standard
was found. In both instances it was thought maintenance and
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repairs to pumps was the cause and frequent follow-up samples
failed to reveal any sinister significance for the adverse
reports. In order to remove any lingering doubts which may
remain as to the purity of the Slough water supply, the
following extract from a letter from the analyst after these
incidents may be quoted.

** - the deterioration is limited to the least degree
which can be recorded. Further, in such circumstances
careful control of the system of precautionary chlorination
applied to the supply will ensure that the bacterial quality
does not fall short of the high standard appropriate to a
public supply’'’.

This, of course, was done and residual chlorine retained
as 0.1 parts per million. 534 dwelling houses were added to
the number of premises supplied with water by the Borough
during 1958.

Sloagh Estates Water Supply

Factories and their canteens on the Trading Estate
together with a small number of houses situated on the estate
itself continued to be supplied by the Slough Estates Water
Company. Satisfactory results were obtained from analyses and
the one given below from No. 6 Borehole on the 3rd September
1958 is fairly typical.

(Chemical values are given in parts per million)

Appearance ... - S ... Bright with few particles

Turbidity ... e s s Less than 3

Colour A = EF ot oy Nil

Odour oy i o1 kn Nil

pH L A - : 8.1

Free Carbon Dioxide Eh e 3

Electric Conductivity ... st 555

Tetal Solids | e il o 370

Alkalinity as Calcium Carbonate 220

Hardness:  Total ... iy voe o
Temporary e S 75
Permanent SRR T

Nitrogen as nitrates = -t 0.0

Nitrogen as.nitrites S B Absent

Free Ammonia s e R 0.13

Albuminoid Ammonia e S 0. 000

Oxygen Absorbed ... oo pan 0. 000

Metals - Iron i i g 0.22

The analyst’'s report was as follows:

‘“This sample is reasonably clear and bright in appearance
on the alkalinity side of neutrality and free from metals
apart from a minute trace of iron. The water is fairly soft
in character contains no excess of mineral constituents in

21



solution and it is of the highest standard of organic and
bacterial purity. These results are indicative of a pure and
wholesome water suitable for drinking and domestic purposes *

Burnham, Dorney and Hitchem Waterworks Co, Ltd.,

This company reported an additional 64 houses supplied.
52 samples were taken for chemical and bacteriological analyses
and were satisfactory.

Swimming Bath Water

Samples were taken from all five baths - the Community
Centre, Baylis House, St.Bernard's Convent School, Licensed
Vietuallers School and Long Close School.

Apart from the Community Centre bath which is used all
the year round, the baths are only open during the summer
months. All samples were satisfactory.

Pet Animals Act. 1951
Riding Establishments Act, 1939

Mr. J.E. Garland, the Veterinary Surgeon appointed by the
Borough Council to inspect Pet Shops and Riding Establishments
and to give any advice upon the conditions found therein
reported that everything was satisfactory upon each of his
visits.

Mational Assistanee Act, 1948 - Section 47
Once again no action was necessary under this. section
during 1957.

The necessity to ask the Magistrates Court to give an
order for the removal of persons to hospital or other
institution because they are unable to obtain the necessary
care at home is always an unpleasant task and one which is
never undertaken lightly. Earlier awareness of deteriorating
conditions. particularly in the elderly. can often enable
those responsible for welfare services to prevent conditions
becoming so bad that this distressing course of action has to
be taken, I am sure that as Home Helps services. meals on
wheels. chiropody and other personal services become 1ncrea51ng]y_
developed and fear of the ‘Poor Law' recedes so not only will
more elderly folk receive help and be able to remain at home
but those who need whole time care and nursing will readily
enter the hospital or home. '

STAFF MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

The number of staff medical examinations performed for
the Borough Council and for the County Council again rose and
the highest number yet recorded was reached. The following

table gives a comparison of the work over the past five years.
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Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Milk Samples:

(a) Phosphatase test 145 =
(b} Methylene blue test 175 -
(¢) Coliform test - -
(d) Turbidity test 12 -
(e} Chemical tests for fats,

solids and water 303 10

Water Samples:

(a) Drinking water 38
(b) Swimming Bath water 50 -
Ice Cream:
(a) Chemical tests 50 =
(b) Bacteriological tests
Grade I 56
Grade II 1
Grade III 4
Grade IV 3
NUMBER OF SAMPLES TAKEN FERCENTAGE OF SAMPLES
1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958
Grade I 1121 | 76 i 75 | 57 | 56 | 96.8 |85.4 | 75 | 96.6 | 87.5
Grade II Nil 1 12 2 1 Nil | 1:1,).22 3.4| 1.6
Grade III | 1 10 | 6 | Nil 4 | 0.8 (11.2| 6 | Nil| 6.2
Grade IV | 3 | 2 | a.lrm 3 2.4 | 2.2 6| Ni1| 4.7
| ! _ | |

SLOUGH GENERAL PRACTICE AND
PUBLIC HEALTH LIAISON COMMITTEE

Meetings between the Public Health Medical Officers and
General Practitioners of the town continued during the year
and the co-operation given by both teams of doctors has, I am
sure, never been better. The suspicion that existed before the
passing of the National Health Bervice Act between Public
Health Doctors and Family Doctors has now very largely disappeared
with the realisation that all are working towards the well-being
of the individual and that the assistance which each can give
is complementary and not conflicting.

BOROUGH MORTUARY

The services supplied at the Mortuary were again subjected
tc some increase in demand, the number of post-mortem examina-
tions rising to 103, the second year in which 100 or more
examinations has taken place.
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DIPHTHERIA

It is still possible to report that the last recorded case
of diphtheria in this town occurred in 1948 - a whole decade ago.

And yet I still go on recommending, year after year, that
parents should see that their children receive immunisation
against this disease. It is relatively easy to persuade people
to accept prevention when dangers are obvious but much more
difficult as the danger recedes even although it still exists
in the background.

If eross-roads are found to be dangerous because of the
amount of traffic using them, then traffic lights will be
installed to control the traffic and to prevent accidents. No
one would suggest removing traffic lights just because accidents
no longer occur at that spot.

The dangers of diphtheria, are, it is true, hidden from
view but the risk still remains and as the population in this
locality is continually rising the chances of an outbreak is
potentially greater than it ever has been.

The practice of using single antigens has temporarily made
the task of immunisation more difficult as separate injections
need to be given for separate diseases. I hope very much that
the reduction in poliomyelitis as the result of immunisation
will shortly make it possible to start using at least the
combined Diphtheria and Whooping Cough vaccine again,

In 1958, 579 children had their initial or original
protection against diphtheria, compared with 706 in 1957 and
660 in 1956. Of these, 269 received the combined vaccine, which
also gives protection against whooping cough. 369 children
received renewal of ' ‘booster’'’ dose - a considerable decrease
on the figure (1,187) for 1957.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION
Year Initial Boos ter
1950 871 868
1951 855 1256
1952 762 1160
1953 826 1212
1954 867 1425
1955 600 1198
1956 660 1014
1957 706 1187
l 1958 579 369
I
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WHOOPING COUGH

There were 64 cases of Whooping Cough in 1958, a number
which shows little variation when compared with the past 4 years,
There was a greater number of cases in the Langley Ward than in
any other part of the Borough and quite a high proportion occurred
during the summer months - June, July and August.

It is, I think, very interesting to note that the Langley
ward has had an undue proportion of cases of infectious
diseases for the past two years and a higher incidence of
whooping cough than the remainder of the Borough for the past
three years. There could, of course, be many explanations - a
high proportion of children, a high birth rate, a variation of
type between the H. Pertussis in one area and another, the
greater emphasis placed upon certain symptoms in the previous
area where parents lived, and so on. No one reason is apparent.

During 1958, 483 children were given protection against
Whooping Cough as compared with 637 in 1957.

SCARLET FEVER

The incidence of Scarlet Fever was almost exactly the
same as in 1957; there were 39 cases notified in 1958. As
mentioned last year this number is rather higher than that for
1954-1956 but compares very favourably with 117 in 1952 and
215 in 1953.

There was no change in the severity of the condition, many
of the cases being well on the way to recovery by the time the
doctor was called and diagnosis made.

Once again the highest number of cases was notified from
the Langley ward.

ERYSIPELAS

Twelve cases of this disease were notified in 1958 compared
with 9 in 1957. This low number was expected as Erysipelas is
caused by the same organism as that which is responsible for
Scarlet Fever and a high proportion of sore throats and there
was no suggestion of epidemic outbreaks in either of the other
conditions.

PNEUMON IA

That the apparent incidence of pneumonia in 1957 and 1958
should have been so low is, perhaps, rather surprising; the
number of cases notified were 29 and 31 respectively. While it
is true that there was some increase over the previous year,
there is nothing in these numbers to indicate the occurrence
of a very widespread epidemic of Virus A Influenza during the
closing months of 1957 and the beginning of 1958.
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The pandemic of Asian influenza which had begun in the Far
East during the summer months reached this country by about
October and spread very rapidly, the worst of the outbreak
having passed before the beginning of 1958.

As only acute influenzal and acute primary pneumonias are
notifiable it is, of course, understandable that notifications
can give a false picture - it is often difficult to be sure that
pneumonia falls into one of the above categories, The fact that
deaths from influenza, pneumonia and brenchitis only totalled
58 compared with the 56 in 1956 and 59 in 1957 is an absolute
record of the mildness of the disease causing the epidemic.

MEASLES

Measles usually occurs roughly once every two years and
it was expected that the number of children suffering from this
illness in 1558 would have been small as over 1,000 cases had
been notified in 1957. The fact that the 1957 epidemic had
occurred during the spring months, with practically no cases
after August would have made one doubly certain in forecasting,
confidently, that there would be virtually no measles in 1958.

January was, in fact, almost free, but there were no less
than 67 cases notified in February and a high incidence
continued until July, aeain an unusual state of affairs - once
the disease has commenced a rapid spread and well-marked peak
is the usual pattern. Only when we start to look at the
geographical distribution of the cases does a possible
explanation occur. Well over half the cases occurred in Langley
and in Burnham North, the former ward houses the new Langley
L.C.C. estate and the latter contains the Priory Estate where
there had only been a few cases during the outbreak of 1957.

Although measles is epidemic at roughly two-year intervals
in any one place it does take time to spread and there may be a
period of some months between the peak of an outbreak in one
area and that in another. To prove that this had happened in
Langley would need a considerable amount of research but there
is, in my opinion. little doubt that the children coming from
London and other L.C.C. out-county estate had experienced
their measles epidemics at times different from those in Slough
and that many of the newcomers had not therefore, gained immunity
before arriving here: under those conditions it only needs one
or two children with the disease to set an.epidemic off, it
spreads rapidly among the immigrant population but stops once
it reaches the native immunes. The Burnham North ward missed
the high incidence of measles in 1957, the last outbreak there
having occurred in 1955.
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PUERPERAL PYREXIA

The number of notifications 38 - was the highest on
record. The number is not serious, nor were there any outbreaks
such as that recorded in 1957 to cause concern. Most of the
cases, were, as expected, registered in the Upton Ward where
Upton Hospital with its maternity unit is situated, but the
cases were spread almost uniformly over each month of the year.

It is always to be hoped that an increased number of
maternity beds can become available in this area and that
staffing shortages can be eased so that ideal conditions for
the delivery of mothers can prevail.

ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS

It is with the greatest pleasure that I am able to report
there were no cases of Acute Poliomyelitis in Slough during
1958.

The last previous year without any notifications of this
disease was 1944.

IMMURNISATION AGAINST POLIOMYELITIS

For much of the year the programme of inoculations against
poliomyelitis threw a very great strain upon doctors, health
visitors, school nursing assistants and clerks. Many people
may feel that this effort was responsible for the absence of
polio in Slough during the last year; it is just within the
bounds of possibility that this was so, but the odds against
it having been the cause of such a pleasant fact &re astronomical.
Inoculations have undoubtedly decreased the chances of those
people who have already had them from contracting the disease
but no significant change in the epidemiology of the disease
can be expected until at least T75% of those at risk have been
protected - that proportion is not yet.even in sight although
to many of those most intimately connected with the work it
seems as if the whole population had been injected over and
over again.

The year opened quietly enough with many nlgmuuring for
the small amount of vaccine which had become available from

British sources and it was only early in May when large
guantities of vaccine were flown in from the United States
that the mass campaign really got under way.

In Buckinghamshire the county Council and Local Executive
Council agreed that family doctors should undertake polio
immunisations on behalf of the Local Authority by working on a
sessional basis instead of making their own arrangements. This
system undoubtedly had the advantage of our being able to make
full use of the vaccine in the shortest possible time and to
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prevent wastage, but the organisational strain thrown upon the
Area Health Office was very great indeed.

During the three months between May and July no less than
14,000 children received two injections of poliomyelitis vaccine.

239 sessions.were arranged and involved the engagement of
doctors, hiring of halls arranging for sterilizing of equipment,
distribution of vaccine etc. The whole of this campaign was
carried out without any serious dissatisfaction and from this
can be gathered the greatspiritof co-operation found amongst all
those concerned.

- VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX

The number of primary vaccinations against smallpox rose
slightly and 711 persons were vaccinated, as compared with 632
in 1957. The number of re-vaccinations totalled 100.

TUBERCULOSIS
(a) New Cases.

As I said last year it was too much to hope that the rapid
fall in the number of new cases of this disease would continue
as it had between 1955 and 1957 - from 93 pulmonary and 11 non-
pulmonary cases to 36 pulmonary and 6 non-pulmonary cases.

There was, in fact, a rise in new notifications in 1958, twelve
more chest cases and three more cases from other sites occurring.
However, with the continual increase in the population this

rise is more apparent than real and the incidence of the

disease is little more than half of what it was ten years ago.

Many diseases have been conquered or subdued during the
past fifty years and the Medical Officer of Health has a hard
time trying to convince people that relaxation of the conditions
which brought about that very improvement of which we are so
proud may well lead once again to the epidemics of former years.
There is at the present time only too good an example of this in
hospitals. Since the introduction of sulphonamides and antibiotics
there has been-a tendency to rely upon these substances and to
forget that before the existence of penicillin prevention of the
spread of infection was achieved by scrupulous cleanliness,
meticulous attention to detail and hard work. Now that some
germs have become resistant to antibiotics there is a great
danger that hospitals may themselves become the source of
epidemic infections, particularly of staphylococci. The lessons
of earlier years must, therefore, be relearned.

The home treatment of many cases of tuberculesis with
drugs which are easy to take and yet which may have unpleasant
side-effects is a potential source of danger. How easy it is to
forget to take an unpleasant medicine if one is feeling well and
how easy to believe that there is no need to bother because the
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(b) Notification Register

The number of cases on the register on 31st December, 1958
were as follows:

-

PULMONARY NON-PULMONARY
Males Females Total Males Females Total
533 315 B48 61 63 124

This register which is made up of new cases and *‘inward
transfers’' less ‘‘outward transfers'' ‘‘cures’®' and deaths,
showed an upward trend once again. There were 37 more pulmonary.
cases on the register and nine more non-pulmonary cases on the
books compared with 1957. The new cases and deaths compensate
very clesely for this increase and so we had during 1958 about
the same number of ‘‘transfers in'' as ‘‘transfers out'’'. The
great inerease of ‘‘transfers in'' of the past few years have
occurred mainly on the L.C.C. Langley Estate and with the
virtual completion of the estate as originally planned, the
number of transfers was as might have been expected almost in
equilibrium, additional building on this estate may well lead
to a new rise in 1959,

(c) B.C.G. Vaccination

Tests to determine sensitivity to tuberculosis were
offered to all school children of approximately 14 years of
age, Of 1,454 children eligible, the 1,009 taking advantage of
the offer were tested. Of these 893 showed no reaction: i.e.
to say there was no indication of any previous exposure to or
experience of tuberculosis and the tests were negative. These
children were then given 0.1 c¢.c. of B.C.G. vaccine into the
skin of an upper arm.

The number of acceptances and the number of positive
reactors was almost exactly the same as in 1957.

Year Number Number Number
Tested Negative Positive
1956 832 138 (16.6%) 694 (83,4%)
1957 1013 116 (11.46%) 897 (88.54%)
1958 1009 116 (11.49%) 893 (88.51%)

It had been hoped that the number of children tested would
have been higher but-the influenza epidemic during the early
part of the year may have been responsible for a high absentee
rate,
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IV MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

The following infant welfare clinics and sessions for
toddlers were held in and around the town.

Mondays |Tuesdays Wednesdays | Thursdays | Fridays
Weekly
Burl ington | Langley Langley Farnham |Cippenham
Road L.C.C. Est.] Royal Wexham Road
Et. Hichael’(s Burnham Burlington| Britwell Est.
Community Road
Centre
Twice
Monthly
Stoke Poges Lent Rise
Colnbrook

Although no additional centres or sessions were added in
the town during 1958, new centres were open on the Britwell
L.C.C. Estate and at Colnbrook, both of which catered to some
extent for the inhabitants on the fringes of the town.

The Colnbrook Centre is held twice monthly in the Public
Kooms at Colnbrook and a doctor attends on the 4th Tuesday in
each month, while the Britwell Centre is held weekly in a house
rented for this purpose by the Bucks County Council. At this
latter, a doctor is present twice monthly.

ANTE-NATAL AND MOTHERCRAFT EDUCATION

Mothercraft Classes and ante-natal relaxation exercises
continued during 1958 as also did the periodic showing of films
to young couples expecting their first babies. The films were
shown during 8 or 9 evenings during the year and were greatly
appreciated by the invited audiences. The practice of using
Upton Hospital and Burlington Road Health Centre alternately
for these showings helps to demonstrate the co-operation and
foster the liaisor between the public health maternity services
and the hospital maternity services both of which exist for the
sane purpose.

ANTE-NATAL BLOOD TESTS

During the year alternative arrangements had to be made
for taking blood samples from expectant mothers as the ante-natal
clinics at the Community Centre had become overwhelmed with
additional work. Although the examination of samples was continued
at Upton Hospital or the Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital,
Taplow, the specimens themselves had to be taken by general
practitioners or patients to one of the laboratories concerned,
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MARRIED WOMEN'S ADVISORY CLINIC

Although no additional sessions were arranged at these
clinics their popularity continued to increase and all clinies
were filled to capacity.

Community Centre, Farnham Road
(Entrance, Buckingham Avenue) Wednesdays - 2 - 4 p.m,

Health Centre, Burlington Road Fridays - 2.30 - 4 p.m.
and
5;3[} = T I}nmn-

DAY NURSERY

Children from 0 - 3 years are cared for daily at the Manor
Park Day Nursery run by the Health Department of the Bucks
County Council.

The Nursery is situated at:
Penn Road, Manor Park, Slough

Applications for admission should be made to the Area
Medical Officer, ‘‘Glenhartie’ ', 15, Bath Road, Slough.

RESIDENTIAL NURSERY AND CHILDREN'S HOME

Residential accommodation for children needing care by
the Local Health Authority is supplieéd by the Bucks County
Council at Brookside Residential Nursery, Salt Hill, Slough,
and at Manor Lodge, Mildenhall Road, Slough.

The former cares for chi]dren under five years of age
while the latter looks after those who have already reached
school age.

Accommodation is.restricted and, although it is always
hoped a place will be available for urgent cases, no guarantee
that a child can be admitted to a particular nursery can be
given.

Applications should be made to the Children’s Officer,
18, Walton Street, Aylesbury.

v HOSPITAL SERVICE
The Borough of Slough is served by the following hospitals

and maternity homes, the majority of which are situated outside
the Borough.
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General Hospitals

Upton Hospital, Albert Street, Slough

King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor

Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital, Taplow
0l1d Windsor Hospital, 01d Windsor

Infectious Diseases Nospitals

Maidenhead Isclation Hospital
St.John' s Hospital, Uxbridge

Venereal Diseases
The nearest treatment centres are: -

King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor
Royal Berlkshire Hospital, Reading
Hillingdon Hospital, Hillingdon

Tuberculosis

(i) Chest Clinic. The Chest Clinic is at Upton Hospital,
Albert Street, Slough. All arrangements are made by the Chest
Physician, who is available at the Hospital (Tel. No.

Elough 23261).

(ii) Sanatorium. All admissions are arranged by the Chest
Physician, Chest Clinic, Upton Hospital, Albert Street, Slough.

Maternity Accommodation

Upton Hospital, Albert Street, Slough
Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital, Taplow
Colinswood Maternity Home, Farnham Common
0ld Windsor Hospital, 0ld Windsor

Princess Christian Maternity Home, Windsor

If the patient’'s own doctor thinks that admission should
be made on medical grounds, the patient is referred to the
nearest ante-natal clinic, but if admission is sought on
domiciliary or social grounds application is made through the
Area Medical Officer. who makes his recommendations to the
Hospital Management Committee following a report on home
circumstances by a Health Visitor.

Part III Accommodation
Aged Persons Sick Upton Hospital
Non-8ick Upton Towers

Upton Hospital
Wexham Court Hostel
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TABLE NO. 3

Premises at which Improvements were effected:

Dwelling-houses (rendered habitable) ... ... 108
Premises used for Preparation and Sale of Food 148
Factories and Workplaces ... S L .o 26
3 N R RN S o e e 70
Drainage (reconstruction, repair ete.,) .o 96

Miscellaneous ... i i T~ ST i 40

SECTTON "H
HOUSING

Programme of Housing Slum Clearance

At the end of 1958, the Council’s Five Year Programme was
nearing completion, some 350 dwelling-houses having been dealt
with.

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government, it will be
recalled, had approved the programme which comprised 368 unfit
houses for clearance and the rehousing by the Borough Council
of the displaced occupiers.

At the beginning of the year under review, a total of 218
of these properties had been dealt with by either ‘‘clearance
areas’' or ‘‘individuval unfit’’ procedure.

During 1958, action under the programme was continued as
follows. -

{(a) Clearance Areas

One hundred and twelve houses occupied by 257
persons were declared as clearance areas. Sixteen of
these areas were dealt with by way of Clearance Orders
and five areas by the Compulsory Purchase Order
procedure. All Orders were confirmed by the Ministry.

The distribution of properties represented was

as follows:
Wellington Street, Chandos Street, etc. 35
Upton Road, Sussex Place, etec. 14
Albert Street, Hencroft Street,

Church Street, ete. 34
Windsor Road a
St.Mary’' s Road, Langley 12
Blacksmith Row, Langley 9
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(by Individual Unfit Houses

Twenty dwelling-houses occupied by 30 persons were
dealt with as follows: -

Demolition Orders 3
Closing Orders 9
Slough -Borough Council (Upton Lea Cottages) 2
Informal arrangement with Owners to demolish
(High Street, Langley) 6

Improvement Grants

The provisions of the Housing (Financial Provisions) Act,
1958, Part II replacing the Housing Act, 1949 relating to
housing improvement grants, have continued to be dealt with by
the Building Works Committee of the Council.

As in the previous year, the Council set aside the sum of
£1, 500 for this purpose to be allocated to applicants whose
proposals were in conformity with the requirements of the Acts.
This amount proved to be adequate for the purpose and in every
case it was possible to make the maximum grant of 509 of the
cost of approved works.

Numerous enquiries were made by the owners of dwelling-
houses, regarding the scheme for obtaining such grants for the
improvement of their properties. For various reasons the majority
of these enquiries did not lead to applications for grant.

Some were in respect of houses which would not have had a
minimum life of 20 years, some owners could not find 506 of the
cost of the proposed improvements, and in others, the work
envisaged would not have ranked for grant because it was not
strictly ‘' ‘'improvement'’', much of it being in respect of repairs
and maintenance.

Nine applications for grants were received during the year
and these, amounting to £1,120, were subsequently approved hy
the Borough Council. An additional amount of £193 was approved
in respect of an application which, due to certain legal
formalities, was deferred from the previous year.

All these grants were in respect of owner/occupied houses
and the nature of improvements carried out followed the usual
pattern consisting of the provision of bathroom and indoor
water-closet, one exception being the abolition of an existing
cesspool and connection of the drain to the public sewer.

.Three hundred and nine visits were made to the dwelling-

houses for the purposes of preliminary examination and advice
upon improvement proposals, the supervision of works in progress

and final inspections of completed works before the grant was
paid.
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Following the payment of grant, premises are subject to an
annual inspection for the purpose of ensuring that the
conditions under which it was approved were continuing to be
complied with,

The Repair and Maintenance of Dwelling-houses

To ensure a satisfactory standard of fitness of dwelling-
houses will ever be amongst the more important functions of the
Public Health Inspector, for the condition of the dwelling-house
must surely be the basis of environmental health.

Due to the ever-increasing scope and consequent widening

of duties, a regular system of routine inspection of houses has
not been possible for many years.

During the year 258 complaints from tenants regarding the
disrepair of their dwellings were made to the Department.

The District Public Health Inspectors made 2,793 visits
to some 776 houses for the purpose of initial inspection, and
subsequent re-inspection in securing compliance with notices
served and supervising building works in progress. As a result
of this action 108 houses were rendered habitable,

In connection with this work under the Housing and Public
Health Acts, 9 statutory, 496 preliminary written and verbal
notices, and 44 Requisition for Information notices as to
ownership of premises were served during 1958.

The following is a summary of the work of re-conditioning
of dwelling-houses with which the Department was concerned: -

Houses externally repaired ... i 86
2 internally repaired ... s 70
1 dampness remedied s el 52

" internally decorated ... s 24
" portable dustbins provided ... 332

Apain as in 1957, it proved to be unnecessary for the
Council to carry out repairs in default of owners.

Overcrowding

The extent of overcrowding at the present time within the
Borough is uncertain because no survey has been carried out
since 1935 when standards were first laid down. There is,
however, no evidence which would suggest that a problem exists.

Several instances of alleged overcrowding came to the
notice of the Department during the year by complaint or
otherwise. Upon investigation it was found that in almost every
case coloured people, the numbers of which have increased in
recent years, were involved.
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Definite overcrowding was discovered in a few instances,
but following informal action, warning letters etc., such
contraventions ceased immediately.

‘‘Permitted numbers’’' of dwelling-houses were supplied on
request, to property owners and others.

Cooncil Housing Estates
(a) Allocation of Council Houses

One hundred and eighty-four visits of inspection
were made by the staff for the purpose of ascertaining
the existence of insanitary or sub-standard conditions
of houses occupied by applicants under the Council’'s
Housing Points Scheme, to enahle me to recommend the
appropriate award of points under this heading.

(b) Council Housing Estates

Close liaison is maintained with the Housing
Department on various aspects, and numerous visits of
inspection of houses on Corporation estates were made
in connection with rodent control, vermin etc.

Movable Dwellings

Despite the criticism and general dislike of the caravan
way of life, many thousands of families either by choice (and
I think they are in the minority), or otherwise, have solved for
the time being, at any rate, their housing problem and continue
to live peacefully and without apparent ill effects.

There are said to be some 200,000 people living in 'caravans
in this country, 25,000 of them in Greater London, where the
vans are parked in the metropolitan green belt.

The authoritative and traditional view - that the movable
dwelling can only offer sub-standard living accommodation -
must prevail.

In Slough, probably because of the shortage of suitable
land together with town planning restrictions, the caravan
situation has not assumed anything in the nature of a problem.

During 1958, the Council granted annual licences under the
Public Health Act, 1936, in respect of 130 caravans situated
throughout the town. Thirty of these were renewals of licences
previously issued.

The distribution of caravans was as follows: -
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Foxborough Farm, Common Road, Langley ... o dar w16
(Licensed as a site)

Ditton Farm, Ditton Road, Slough ... A 4
{Licensed as a site)

Brook Path, Cippenham i 5 . ess 10
(Caravans individually licensed]

Farnham Royal (Britwell) Contractors Temporary

Sites (Caravans individually licensed) SR

The remaining 28 licences were in respect of individual
caravans scattered on odd sites in various parts of the Borough.

Your officers made some 501 visits of inspection in
connection with movable dwellings during 1958.

Rent Acts - Certificates of Disrepair

The controversial subject of Rent Acts is the concern of
this Department in so far as the Council act in an administrative
capacity during the cumbersome process of the issue by them of
Certificates of Disrepair. The procedure as laid down by the
Rent Act, 1957 has been called the Battle of Forms ', involving
the possible use of some 21 prescribed forms between the occupants’
receipt of notice of increase in rent, and the cancellation of
the Certificate of Disrepair. At the various stages of such
procedure decisions are called for. and these must be those of
the Councii. For this purpose a Health (Certificate of Disrepair)
Sub-Committee was formed.

The following is a summary of the action taken during 1958,
regarding Certificates of Disrepair.

Applications for Certificates ... S J 5k 5 46
Applications withdrawn ... P : . i 8
Certificates granted A i 55 o Gt 39
Landlords' undertakings accepted Stk Sk W 25
Landlords’ applications for cancellation ik - 26
Certificates cancelled il i ol - s -
Cancellations refused $i% - - 2k e - 8

Information re. Local Land Charges. etc.

Information as to statutory orders made in respect of
dwelling houses and non complied-with notices requiring works
of disrepair, was supplied in respect of 1,453 properties upon
a request for official search of the Land Charges Register.

In addition, particulars as to properties were supplied
in all cases in which mortgages were being arranged under the
Housing Acts, in respect of the purchase of small dwellings. A
number of requests for information were dealt with during the
year, as to whether properties changing hands were included in
the Borough Council’s Five Year Programme of Housing Clearance.
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SAFEGUARDING OF FOOD SUPPLIES

The chemical and bactericlogical quality of food, its
compositional standard, its freedom from disease, the method
of handling, packing, preparation and transport, are all
important considerations which must continue to be the concern
of the Department.

The Hygiene of Food

Few would deny that striking advances have been made in
this part of the public health field in recent years. These
are surely due to the pressure applied by local authorities
who have made a genuine attempt to apply the present food
regulations which must be admitted to be more effective than
any previous legislation.

This period has coincided with considerable advances made
in the canning industry and in the pre-packing of food generally.
On the other hand, we are a long way from complete satisfaction
and there is no room for complacency in food hygiene. Undoubtedly
the most serious problem in improving and maintaining high
standards concerns the food handler as much of this work attracts
the unskilled and unintelligent; here much more stress is needed
on the importance of hygienic practices and cleanliness of habit
and person,

School kitchens and canteens and other arrangements for
taking meals, both at County Council and private schools,
received attention during the year. In general they were found
to be very satisfactory and the Food Hygiene Regulaiions were
reasonably well observed. The ready co-operation of the school
meals service organiser and the various canteen supervisors is
much appreciated. Considerable improvement has already been
made in some of the older school canteens but-much remains to
be done in the case of others and this is scheduled to be
carried out in the near future. At one school the canteen and
dining-room were completely re-built and several new schools
were opened each with its modern and well equipped canteen

Buildings are important but less so than equipment and
personnel.

Much more remains to be done in Food Hygiene education of
both handlers and consumers.

Frequent inspections of all food premises within the
Borough were made during 1958 when some 2,603 visits were paid
to food factories, catering establishments and factory canteens,
bakeries, dairies, ice-cream manufactories, markets, licensed
premises, meat, fish, grocery and, other retail food shops.
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During these inspections every opportunity was taken to i
discuss with both managements and personnel, matters which bear ,
upon general and personal hygiene e.g. protective clothing, i
cleansing and sterilisation of equipment, use of detergents, ete.

Milk and Dairies

Slough is in a *‘Specified Area’’, and all milk sold within
the Borough must be heat-treated (either pasteurized or
sterilized) or tuberculin tested.

There are now in the Borough only two wholesale receiving
dairies where milk is received daily from over a hundred farms
from Buckinghamshire and adjoining counties, Both dairies are
equipped with modern pasteurising plant and together serve a
very large proportion of the Borough and its immediate environs.
In addition a considerable quantity of milk, pasteurised and
bottled outside the Borough, is brought into the town for
distribution. Fresh and sterilized milk is also sold from small
shops and general stores. In all there are some 61 distributors
of milk on the Council’s register kept in pursuance of the Milk
f Dairies Regulations, 1545-57.

During the year 139 visits were made to these registered
premises and in particular the two large dairies were kept under
close supervision. In both cases it was found that the short-
time-high-temperature type of plant was being operated efficiently.
Although both dairies have their own control laboratory
facilities, as a routine 145 samples of milk were procured by
your officers and subjected to the phosphatase test which is
thie recognised test to determine whether or not the processed
milk was being efficiently pasteurised. Not one sample failed
the test.

The operation of bottle filling, bottle and churn washing
plants received close attention during the year. This together
with arrangements for cold storage, the conditions of premises
and hygienic practices were found to be very satisfactory.

Both dairies are not only well equipped but are supervised

by the firms' personnel who are experienced in the dairy
industry.

Few complaints were received in relation to the town’'s
milk supply and no offences against the Specified Area Order
were observed.

Licences were granted in pursuance of the Milk (Special

Cesignation) (Raw Milk) and (Pasteurised and Sterilized Milk)
fegulations, 1949 as follows: -
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Dealer’'s (Pasteuriser’s) Licences ... s 2
Dealer's Tuberculin Tested Milk Licences ... 24
Dealer’' s Pasteurised Milk Licences ... s gy
Dealer’'s Sterilized Milk Licences ... e "2

Bacteriological Examination of Milk

‘A good deal of thought and carefully organised team work
is essential at all stages of milk production to ensure that
the customer receives his basic food in a clean, fresh,
wholesome condition, properly treated and free from harmful
organisms. Milk should, when delivered, be reasonahly cool and
have good keeping qualities.

During 1958, 189 samples of milk of various designations
were procured for bacteriological examination. The samples were
examined in the Department’s laboratory. In two instances only,
those of tuberculin-tested milk bottled at a farm outside the
Borough, the samples failed the test.

TABLE NO. 4
BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF MILK

NO. OF

CLASSIFICATION SAMPLES

PROCURED
Pasteurised Milk ... . " e 58
Tubercul in-Tested [Pasteuriaed} Mllk 2 3% 87
Tuberculin-Tested Milk ... ... ... s 32
Sterilized Milk < e o et e 4% 12

Manufacture, Storage and Sale of Ice-Cream

The popularity and consumption of ice-cream continues to
increase. We British too now boast the ‘‘ice box'’ and like
the Americans, look upon ice-cream as an all-year-round food
and not as an occasional treat to be enjoyed only during
heat-waves.

Legislation over the past two decades has literally forced
the ‘‘back yard'' manufacturer-cum-vendor out of business and
we do not mourn his passing., He has been replaced by the larger
manufacturers using modern equipment with °‘‘no touch'' technique
capable of producing at least a safe product, as well as one
of good compositional standard.

The Pood and Drugs Act requires that all premises where
ice-cream is manufactured, stored or sold shall be registered
with the local authority. In Slough at the end of 1958, &
premises were registered for the manufacture of ice-cream and
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214 premises registered for the sale of ice-cream. This
included 20 new applications made during the year. To those
premises your staff made 197 visits during the year.

During inspections of manufactories, careful attention
was given to the requirements of the Ice-Cream (Heat Treatment
etc.) Regulations 1947 - 1952. Supervision is also exercised
at retail premises and particularly in the case of itinerant
vendors.

Apart from bulk supplies to catering establ ishments
ice-cream is, in the main, distributed to the consumer in a
pre-packed condition, This avoidance of handling is welcomed
from the food hygiene angle.

During the year, 64 samples of ice-cream were taken for
bacteriological examination at the Departmental laboratory
with the following results: -

TABLE NO. 5

METHYLENE BLUE REDUCTION TEST

PROVISIONAL GRADE- SAMPLES
1) satisfactory 95
2) 1
3) : 5
1) unsatisfactory 3

Preparation and flanufacture of Preserved Foods

At the end of 1958, 53 premises in the Borough were
registered in pursuance of Section 16 of the Food and Drugs
Aci, 1955 in respect of the manufacture of preserved foods,
namely: -

Canning Factories ... e - aeid 2
Preparation of shell fish i il 2
Fish Friers e oo ghit ik 15
Manufactories of Sausages and cooked meats 34

Frequent inspection of these premises and the processes
invelved has shown that the requirements of the Food Hygiene
Repulations 1955 - 1956 were well observed.

Bakehonses

At the close of the year, there were 9 premises registered
as bakehouses. Some 30 visits were made for the purpose of




inspection of premises and machinery. Conditions were found to
be very satisfactory.

Foreign Matter in Food

Despite all manner of preventive measures taken by food
manufacturers in respect of raw materials and detection devices
employed on finished products,each year brings forth a small
crop of complaints regarding the presence of foreign matter.

The cause of this is glibly referred to as the °‘human element’’.
In fact it always points to carelessness or lack of attention

to detail at some stage during the long chain from raw material
to final product.

In 1958, several complaints were received from members of
the public concerning food in which extraneous matter was
discovered after purchase. Examples of these were.- metal in
bread; cement in bottle of milk: fibre brush bristle in boiled
sweet.

In the case of all such complaints a full investigation
is made including consultation with manufacturers’ s
representatives.,

In no case during 1958 was statutory action instituted but
warning letters were sent to those responsible.

Food and Drugs (Compositional Stanmdard and @Guality)

Each year a careful watch is kept on various foods and
drugs to determine compositional standards and chemical quality
in accordance with standards either required by law or implied
or expected on scale, Careful thought is given in selecting the
articles of food and drugs to be sampled.

In addition to the ﬁetectinn of adulteration it is
necessary to check on the possible mis-deseription of articles
of food and drugs.

, In the administration of the Food and Drugs Act,, 1955
some 617 samples were procured during 1958, this being the
equivalent of 8.6 samples per 1,000 of the population

Two hundred and twenty-four of the samples (197 formal
and 27 informal) were submitted for analysis to the Public
Analyst. The results of the analysis of these samples are
given in Table No. 6 and the action taken in respect of the
26 samples reported by the Public Analyst to be not genuine
is shown in Table No. 7.

The remaining 393 samples were tested by the sampling
officers or in the Departmental laboratory, as follows: -
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Milk - 313 samples
Ice-Cream 5. 28
Spirits - 30 22

1

Milk

An endeavour was made to sample and test every source and
classification of milk on sale within the Borough. As
mentioned earlier in this section, the milk supply to the town-
comes from over 100 farms and as a routine measure each
individual farmer's consignment to the two large processing
dairies in Slough is sampled from time to time. In fact, each
churn of each consignment is checked,

In 1958 it was found that in a few cases milk from
individual churns was below the minimum standard of 3% fat
and 8.5% non fatty solids, but that the general level of the
whole consignment of churns when averaged was satisfactory.
Certain producers were found to have a fairly consistently
poor quality milk. Added water was found in 10 formal samples,
all from one producer against whom summary proceedings were
instituted.

The average composition of all samples examined during
the year which can be considered as satisfactory, was as
follows: -

Channel Islands Milk - 4.4% fat and 9.2% solids-not-fat.
Other Milk - 3.6% fat and 8.66% solids-not-fat.

Ice-Cream

All samples of ice-cream sampled during the year and
tested in the Departmental laboratory were of satisfactory
compositional quality.
Spirits

An attempt is made to check on all spirits sold at
licensed premises to determine the degree of proof and to
detect adulteration During 1958, a sample of whisky was
found to contain added water Summary proceedings were
instituted
Local Food Manufactories

Each year articles of food manufactured within the
Borough are sampled. In 1958, all such samples were found to
be satisfactory.
Preservatives and Colouring Hatter

During the year, 106 samples of food were exanined by
the Public Analyst to check on the presence of prohibited
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preservatives and colouring matter. In one instance a sample
of sausages was found to contain preservatives but no notice

to that effect was exhibited in the shop. The vendor was warned
and suitable notices were eventually affixed in the shop.

Labelling and Advertising

Careful scrutiny was made of labels on foodstuffs and
advertisements in the popular press, weekly journals etc., for
the purpose of detecting false or exagegerated statements which
would mislead the purchaser as to the nature, substance or
quality of the article concerned, particularly as to its
nutritional or dietary value.

Several such matters were investigated during the year
but no contraventions were observed. Advice was given to local
manufacturers as to the wording of proposed labels.

Pharmacy and Medicines Act, 1941

In those instances where the article sampled was
recommended as a medicine, the labelling requirements of the
Act were checked and the formula contained on the label was
submitted to the Public Analyst for observation. No
unsatisfactory instances were found.

Merchandise Marks Acts 1887 - 1953

Careful observation was kept during the year on the
labelling of those imported foodstuffs which are ihe subject
of the Merchandise Marks Orders. In a few instances it was
found necessary to warn retailers, in particular, regarding
imported tomatoes exposed for sale without adequate indication
of the country of origin. No serious infringements of the Acts
were observed.









TABLE NO. 7

Food and Drugs Samples reported to be not Genuine

SAMPLE
NO.

FOCD

ADULTERATION

ACTION TAKEN

38

56

136

o4

302

217

352

353

445

444

181

521

Whisky

Milk
Milk
Cream of
Leek Soup

Apples

Milk

#ilk

Cream of
kushroomn Sou

Strongcofien
& chicory

Indian Cur-
ried Mutton
made with
Butter

Mili
Milk
Milk

Milk

Chiclken
Fillets

Milk

"14% added water

Deficient in solids-
not-fat (7.55%). No
added water

Deficient in fat 10%
and in solids-not-fat
(B.43%). No added water

vid not qualify for
description °‘*Cream
2y

Contained slight excess
of arsenic and lead

Added water 1.3%

Added water 5.0%

Did not oualify for
description ‘‘Cream
ﬂf _r__‘rl

No justification for
use of word ‘‘strong'’

Amount of butter
present does not
justify deseription

Deficient in solids-
not-fat (8.38%). No
added water

Added water 1.3%

Deficient in fat 33.3%
and solids-not-fat
(7.83%).. No added water

Deficient in solids-
not-fat (7.98%). No
added water

Contained matchstick

Deficient in fat 16.6%

Summary proceedings
linstituted. Brewers &
(Manager each fined £50
and £11.15.0 costs.
|Fines reduced on appeal
'to Bucks Quarter
Sessions to £10 each
and costs totalling 35
guineas awarded to
|8lough Borough Council

Supply kept under
observation

| Supply kept under
observation

Importers agreed to
withdraw remaining
stocks

Consignment released
subject to adequate
washing

Supply kept under
ohservation

Supply kept under
observation. Subsequent
samples genuine

Importers agreed to
withdraw remaining
stocks

Vendors warned

Manufacturers warned

Supply kept under
observation

Supply kept under
observation

Supply kept under
observation

Supply kept under
observation

Vendors warned

Supply kept under
observation
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TABLE NO. 7

Food and Drugs Samples reported to be not Genuine

— ———— e ——————

m_l : FOOD ADULTERATED ACTION TAKEN
583 | Channel Island Added water 6 9% )

Milk | )
584 A Added water 6.9% 3
585 L Added water 9.4% y Summary Proceedings
586 " Added water 6.99 ) instituted. Defendant
587 ! Added water 4.1% y Pleaded *‘guilty’’.
588 ** | Added water 5.0% ) Fined £10 and costs
580 ' Added water 4.1% ) totalling £34.13.0.
590 ke | Added water 7.9% )
591 e | Added water 4.5% )

)

592 " !Hdded water 1.8%

Municipal Abattoir

These premises in Cippenham Lane continued to operate
satisfactorily during 1958.

So far as English meat is concerned, the abattoir has been
able to meet the demands of the town and surrounding district
*together with a small quantity for further afield. It will be
appreciated, of course, that a considerable quantity of home-
killed meat is bought by local butchers from other sources
outside the town.

The advantage of all local slaughtering being concentrated
at one premises is abundantly clear, affording a greater
measure of control, not only in carrying out meat inspection
but also in the supervision of hygienic practices of personnel.
Secondly, since the Council are in control of the buildings,
machinery and tools, your officers can organise and maintain
the premises and associated equipment in a good state of
repair and cleanly condition. In general, the premises are by
no means modern but it will be recalled that they were originally
a private slaughterhouse serving the needs of one local butcher.
The alterations by the Ministry during the war and more
recently by the Council have considerably improved them for
their present purpose which, it will be remembered, is
primarily to satisfy the needs of the town.

The lairages are old and the pens being constructed of
wood are somewhat costly to maintain. The open yard is rather
small and is in need of a good metalled surface. Lastly, the
premises lack cold storage or temperature controlled accommo-
dation so desirable during the summer months.
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The Abattoir facilities are available from Monday to
Saturday noon inclusive. Sunday killing is not permitted
excepting on very rare occasions as a concession (e.g. the
Sunday prior to Christmas). The premises are opened at 7 a.m.
and normally close at 7.30 p.m. or later according to seasonal
demands. An Inspector is on daily duty from 9 a.m. until the
close of the premises.

The lairage, slaughterhalls and hanging rooms are capable
of a daily throughput of 25 cattle and 100 pigs, sheep or
calves, provided the meat is removed the following day. With
increased hanging room and lairage accommodation the annual
throughput could be almost doubled,

In 1958, 18,625 animals were slaughtered, as follows:-

Cattle - 3,370
Sheep - 5,585
Pigs - §,683
Calves - 987

This is an increase of 27T% on the previous year.

During the financial year ended 31st March, 1959, tolls
for the use of the Abattoir amounted to £2,901.

The Inspection of Heat and Other Foods

Apain I am pleased to repeat that 100% inspection of
home-killed meat was achieved during the year.

All carcases and offals of these animals were examined by
the District Public Health Inspectors, all of whom possess the
Certificate of the Royal Society of Health in Meat and Food
Inspection

Table No & gives particulars of carcases examined and
condemned as unfit for human consumption. The graph which
precedes Table No & shows the gradual decreasing incidence of
tuberculosis in all animals slaughtered for food in Slough
over the past 14 years.

Considerable attention was paid by your officers to the
handling, dressing and cooling of carcases to ensure that, so
far as possible, no contamination took place.

After examination, each carcase passed as satisfactory is
marked with the Inspector’'s official stamp in accordance with

the Meat Marking Scheme which, with the approval of the
hiinistry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, has now operated

in Slough for 5 years.

In addition to inspection carried out at the Municipal
Abattoir it was necessary to examine some carcases and offals
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which came to a meat depot on the Trading Estate and at retail
butchers’ shops from other sources outside the town.

In addition to meat inspection some 207 visits were made
to wholesale and retail food premises for the purpose of
examining other foods. As a result almost 19% tons of unsound
food was voluntarily surrendered to the Corporation for
destruction.

The details are as follows: -

uannEd Fuﬂds LB (L LB LB 11,993 }-h-\:-

Fish S et o e o e 143 1b.
mcm L) L LU 8 4 @ @ u @ L) 184 ]-h-i
Imported Meat ... e i S 819 1b.
Manufactured Meat Products o 93 1b.
Frait ... s g S S 1,820 1b.
Cheese & Butter S iha e 62 1b,
Vegetables e e S R 28,000 1b.
Cereals ... e e o o = 5 S 140 1b.
Miscellaneous e = 4 e 127 1h.

Disposal of Unsound Food

Carcase and offal certified as unfit for human consumption
are not necessarily in all cases destroyed. Such material has
a value, since it is capable of being sterilized. and made into
animal feeding stuff and fertilizers. The Slaughtering
Contractor, on behalf of the owners, sells this material for
such purposes, I have from time to time approved of certain
reputable collectors of condemned meat to whom I have
authorised the Slaughtering Contractor to dispose of such
material.

All condemned meat is removed to a separate store at the
Abattoir and is treated with a special green dye which cannot
be obliterated.

Other foods feferred to under previous headings are
collected by van and disposed of by tipping.

Table No. 9 shows the weights of condemned meat dealt
with in 1958. The total amount represents approximately 2% by

weight of meat inspected.
Hygiene of Meat Transport

The handling of meat in transit to retail butchery
premises from the Slough Municipal Abattoir and from outside
the town is an important part of food hygiene. Frequent
observation is kept on the vehicles and protective clothing
used by personnel so engaged. Little cause for complaint was
experienced during the year,
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TABLE NO.

8
SLOUGH MUNICIPAL ABATTOIR

Summary of Carcases Inspected and Condemned

SHEEP

Generalized condition
whole carcases condemned

CATTLE l
No. of animals slaughtered ' !
and inspected STaia P [ T e 978 | 5,585 8,683 | 987
Disease except Tuberculosis f
Whole carcases condemned ... 3 | 2 11 50 4
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned e 600 315 308 | 659 5
@ of Mo. inspected affected
with disease other than
tuberculosis Sl S ha 25.17 32.4 5.6 8.2 | 0.9
Tuberculosis
Whole carcases condemned ... 4 10 = -
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned E e 103 120 230 -
% of No, inspected affected
with t-UbEI'EUJDSiS- ] - '4-5 131.2 1 2;6 =
Cysticercosis Bovis
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned i 31 i
Carcases submitted to
treatment by refrigeration ... 26 T

TABLE NO. 9

Weights of Condemned Meat

TUBERCULOSIS OTHER DISEASES

cwts. qrs. 1bs, | ewts. qrs. 1bs.

Carcases Fri: e ki (L ! 3 4 58 (1] ]

Parts of Carcases and Organs 83 3 27 | 156 1 19

TOTALS i g - 148 3 3 214 2 0
TOTAL WEIGHT: 18 tons 3 cwts. 1 qr. 3 lbs.
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were found to be generally satisfactory.

Lists in respect of 57 outworkers were forwarded to
other local authorities, from whom lists were received in
respect of six outworkers in Slough
Prinking Water

In the case of a factory where drinking water is supplied
from a deep well, a certificate of approval was granted by the
Council in pursuance of Section 41 of the Factories Aet, 1937.
The water in question was previously sampled and found to be
satisfactory for that purpose.
Shops Act, 1950, and Young Persons Employment Act, 1938

All shop premises within the Borough are subject to the
provisicns of the above Acts.

The following is a brief summary of the inspections made
by vour officers together with improvements effected: -

(a) Inspections:

Arrangements for the health and

comfort of shop workers ... e 322
Conditions of employment ... s 137
Hours of employment of Young Persons a4
Hours of closing g S . 525
Sunday Trading ooe o w0 5o 202

(b) Improvements Effected at Shops:

Improved sanitary accommodation ... 12

Improved washing facilities Bain 17

Facilities for taking meals L 1

Notices displayed ... i o 11

Other contraventions remedied ... 12
Vorkplaces

he few premises which are neither registered factories
nor shops are included under the heading of workplaces. In
the main they are one-man workshops, but nevertheless they are
inspected for gemeral purposes, some 12 visits being made by
vour officers during the year. Unfortunately legislation
dealing with such premises and office accommodation would not
appear to be imminent although it is now some years since the
Gowers' Committee submitted its Report.

Flaces of Entertainment

Conditions at premises used for the purpose of public
entertainment were found to be generally satisfactory. Some
10 visits of inspection were made during the year.
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SECTION E
GENERAL SANITATION
Alr Pollution

The Clean Air Act, 1956, like all important public health
matters must be regarded as long-term in its effect as an
educative force.

In recent years there has been a gradual awakening of
the public conscience to the evils of air pollution. The
bastard term ‘smog ' has proved to be useful propaganda, The
ever increasing cost of all fuels, the competition amongst
the various fuel interests, solid fuel. gas, electricity and
0il have all played a part in focussing attention on the
clean air campaign.

The average domestic chimney, however, still pours out
filth into the atmosphere as recklessly as our forefathers
threw refuse into their streets and the result, added to the
pollution of industry. is detrimental to health, materials
and plant life to say nothing of the cost of such waste of
fuel.

The pace of progress in the control of air pollution is
set largely by local authorities in so far as they exercise
their enforcement powers in connection with industry and by
the scope of their smoke control areas in the field of
domestic smoke.

The Clean Air Act, 1956 enables local authorities with
Government help to rid their areas of smoke and grit and that
part of the Act which deals with the smoke which comes from
domestic chimneys has already been in operation for two years.
Pollution by domestic smoke is. of course. half of the problem.
By the end of 1958 in this country, some 30 smoke control areas
were in operation and about 200 areas were in various stages
of planning. A useful but very small beginning.

Following my special report to the Health and Sanitation
Committee in July 1958 on the implications of the Clean Air
Act, 1956 it was recommended as follows

“‘Adoption of model building byelaw requiring
installation of smokeless heating and cooking appliances
in new buildings. Acceptance in principle of smoke control
of the Borough of Slough by means of ‘‘smoke control
areas’'.

Preparation of a scheme for the setting up of
atmospheric pollution stations in various parts of the
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Borough for the continuous recording of the degree of
pollution from water soluble and insoluble deposit and
sulphur dioxide.’’

Twelve complaints were received during the year concerning
smoke and like matters. As a result of these and other routine
inspections some 472 visits were made by your technical officers
to factory and other business premises for the purpose of
making ‘‘smoke observations'', investigations and interviews

with managements and engineers. No obvious infringement of the
Act was observed during the year.

No applications were made during the year for ‘‘prior
approval ' of industrial furnaces under Section 3 of the Clean
Air Act, 1956 which superseded the Council's powers under the
Slough Corporation Act, 1949.

For the purposes of advising the Council on applications
received for ‘prior approval’ a panel was formed during the
yvear, comprising a representative of the National Industrial
Fuel Efficiency Service and myself or my Deputy, together with
an appointed representative of local industry when required by
the applicant in any particular case,

In co-operation with the Bucks. Branch of the Association
of Public Health Inspectors - two of your officers attended a
three day course, at the Coal Utilization Council's training
centre, dealing with the correct selection and installation of
solid fuel burning appliances for use with smokeless fuels.

The Chairman of the Health and Sanitation Committee and
I represented the Corporation on the National Society for
Clean Air and the Home Counties Clean Air Advisory Committee,
and the Chairman and my Deputy attended the Society’'s Annual
Conference at Llandudno in 1958.

Dffensive Trades

Two rag and bone dealers and a soap boiler are now the
only offensive trades scheduled under the Public Health Act,
1936, which operate within the Borough.

In 1958, the Council granted the necessary consent in
each case, and inspections throughout the year showed that
these premises were being used satisfactorily and no nuisance
arose.

Water Supply

In connection with water supplies and swimming bath waters,
55 visits were made during 1958 and the following samples
were procured
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investigations were made by the District Public Health
Inspectors and the Pest Control Officer.

Supervision was exercised ir connection with rat proofing
of numerous dwellings and business premises during the year.

Table No. 12 gives the details of the work of the Rodent
Operators during 1958.

Annual Agreement Scheme

This scheme which has become popular over the years
continues to be successful in the regular servicing of
industrial and business premises in order that they shall
remain free from infestation. Considerable effort has been
made in the past few years to encourage industrial concerns to
participate in the scheme. Many such businesses are under
contract to commercial firms specializing in rodent treatment
work and there are some premises which are branches of multiple
firms whose own specialist personnel carry out the necessary
work. One hundred and seventy- two premises were serviced under
the scheme during 1958 for which there was an income of £1 537.

Sewers

As required by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, test baiting and treatment for rodent infestation in
sewers were carried out twice during the year.

When one considers the potential relationship between
the infestation of sewers and premises it will readily be
appreciated that this is an important aspect of rodent control.
As will be seen from the figures in Table No. 12 the town's sewers
were found to be only slightly infested.

Workakle Area Committee

The South Bucks. and East Berks. Workable Area Committee
met twice during the year. This Committee, which is made up of
members and officers from the many local authorities in the
area, provides a common ground for discussion and exchange of
information on topies which continually arise in this sphere.
Your Chairman and I are representatives for the Borough Council.

In consequence of the re organisation of local government
finance in connection with rodent control. certain changes
took place in the organisation of the Infestation Control
Section of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. In
future, the scope of the Workablie Area Committees will be
broadened to include in addition to rodent control. matters
relating to land pests and insect control. and the meetings
should prove to be even more interesting and worthwhile.
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S ECTI®N G
MISCELLANEOGUS
Petroleum (Regulation) Acts, 1928 and 1936

There are within the Borough of Slough some 153 premises
licensed for the storage of 509,615 gallons of petroleum-spirit
and petroleum-mixtures, and 3 premises for the storage of
9,896 1b, of carbide of calcium.

The storage of petroleum in its various forms represents
an extra-ordinary potential fire risk and nothing short of
rigorous enforcement of the requirements of the Acts is
sufficient.

Closely linked with the siting and ventilation of storage
tanks is, of course, the associated electrical equipment of
pumps etc., which is examined on behalf of the Corporation by
the Southern Electricity Board.

Quite often the advice of the Buckinghamshire Fire
Service is sought on problems which arise and such help, which
is so readily given, is much appreciated.

During the year, inspections of these premises to ensure
that the conditions of licences granted by the Corporation
were observed, involved some 732 visits by your technical
staff.

Registries for Female Domestic Servants

No contravention of the Byelaws dealing with this matter
was observed, Five visits were made to the three domestic
servant agencies for the purpose of inspecting records of
applications from employers of servants.

Registration of Dealers in 0ld Metals and Marine Stores

There are 4 premises within the Borough where the
business of dealing in old metals is transacted. In accordance
with Section 86 of the Public Health Amendment Act, 1907,
records must be kept in relation to articles purchased by such
dealers. Twenty-eight visits of inspection were made and it
was found that proper records were being kept.

Heatimg Appliances (Fireguards) Act, 1952

This Act makes it an offence to sell or expose for sale
any heating appliance not fitted with a suitable guard.

Your officers made 36 visits to premises where such new
and second-hand appliances were exposed for sale but no
contraventions of the Act were observed.
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