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A number of pieces of new legislation were enacted during the year
two of which caused considerable immediate additional responsibilitie:
and duties to the Health Department. The Housing Repairs and Rent
Act, 1954, which came into operation in August not only laid down nev
statutory standards of fitness of houses but also amended previous legisla
tion concerning grants for the improvement and conversion of houses an
also provided for rent increases under certain conditions. In addition t
this provisions were made concerning slum clearance and work commence
on a survey of houses to prepare a report on the number of houses considere
nfit for human habitation. The report was due to be in the hands of tk
appropriate Minister by August, 1955. iL

The Slaughterhouses Act, 1954, only came into operation in Octobi
but it did, in fact, cause the greatest immediate difficulty. A detaile
description of the negotiations and decisions of the Borou incil
been included in the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s section of
feel that mention must be made of the fact that the Corporation sperated
the Cippenham Lodge Slaughterhouse as a Public Slaughterhouse from 21
July, the Chief Sanitary Inspector being appointed as manager. T
maintenance of efficient control involved the Sanitary Inspectors in a
considerable amount of evening work. '

The work of the Sanitary Inspectors with regard to Food Hj
continued. No spectacular system of Food Guilds or display of
Hygiene Certificates is operated in this town as it is preferred to rely
inspection and quiet negotiation with those in charge of food prem
fair minority of premises were found to be well above the standard
by law but far too many only comply with minimum requireme
some, fortunately only a small minority, seem to find themselves
rise to even these rather poor requirements. The process of impro
is slow as it always will be when negotiation is the method of bﬁ:ﬁ
those in charge to exceed the provisions of the law but the public |
some extent, the remedy in their own hands. Admittedly many
hesitate to cause a scene in a shop, a cafe or restaurant, but they mu{d
little determination pass their complaints to the Health Departr
where there is a choice in the locality, withdraw their custom from pze
whose cleanliness falls below a reasonable standard. -

1954 will not, perhaps, in retrospect appear to be an outstandir
but it was one which was full of hard work and there is little douk

without the continued loyal support of the staff during the year, the
ments in the field of Public Health would have been greatly dimin
To all the Staff I would like to record my thanks. !

To the Health and Sanitation Committee and to the Council
wish to express my appreciation for the support and assistance wh
gave to the Department and to Public Health throughout the yt !
Councillor F. S. G. Room, }.p, C.C., the Chairman of the Health Con
mittee, a special word of thanks is due for his continued and very act
interest in all aspects of preventive medicine. .

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
MACDONALD A. CHARRETT,
Medical Gﬁm" df 4

NovEMBER, 1955,






















_ MATERNAL MORTALITY
~ No deaths were attributed directly to pregnancy or childbearing during
1954,

INFANT MORTALITY

After correction for inward and outward transfer

. s there were 20
deaths (10 males and 10 females) of infants under one year of age. This

number is two less than in 1953, and the rate of 20.51 per 1,000 live births
1s 2.62 lower than in the previous year (23.13) which was until 1954 the
lowest ever recorded in this town, Although there has been 2 slight
uation in the rate from year to year as is inevitable when small numbers

a steady decrease has taken place for many years,
the record of progress in maternal and infant care is shown to be
arkable when it is realised that the infant mortality rate only 7 years
was over 30 per 1,000 live births, while 20 years ago it was over 40 per

,000 and at the turn of the century was in excess of 100 per 1,000 or over
cent.

.r The table below shows the decrease which has occurred in the past ten

1945 . 32,5 19501 b 284
1946 . . 31.1 19515 L 0iB8 4
1947 .l 39.9 1952 .. 24.93
1948 .. 31.09 1Lk T 23.13
1949 25.51 1954 .. 20.51

} iti as a contributing factor to infant mortality appears from
e figures for 1954 to be practically non-existent but if the picture is taken
ver a 10-year period the fact that babies born out of wedlock have less
ance of survival becomes obvious. During the past ten years 22 illegiti-
ate babies died during the first year of life out of 670 illegitimate live
tths ; this is equivalent to 32.8 per 1,000 live births, During the same
eriod 299 legitimately born infants died out of a total of 10,532—; rate of
8.4 per 1,000 live births, This difference may not appear at first sight to
® very great but the infant mortality rate for illegitimate children was in
t 28.8 per cent. greater than that for legitimate children. For England
id Wales as a whole the illegitimate infant mortality rate was 22.2 per
at. higher than that for legitimate infants. The numberss in Slough are
0 small to show whether this proportional difference is decreasing but the
et that equal and improved facilities are now available for all expectant
thers irrespective of marital status should, theoretically at least, lead to 2
duction in the illegitimate infant mortality rate to an even greater degree
an it does to those who are legitimate, although the obvious reluctance

Some unmarried expectant mothers to seek adequate ante-natal care may
ver be overcome.

The table overleaf divides the deaths of infants under one year of age
‘€auses and periods of less than one year. It shows deaths in varying
ods up to 28 days (neo-natal period) and also in further varying periods
0 1 year.

During 1954 the majority of infant deaths occurred either in the first
T during the second and third months of life. The thorough investiga-
nto the causes of deaths of infants mentioned in my last report was
nued. So far as can be judged none was caused by lack of medical
nd/or delay in instituting care and attention. Two cases were, how-
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Il. GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES.
Cleansing and Disinfestation

 Disinfestation of bedding and personal effects continued at the steam

disintestor at the Chalvey Pumping Station. The number of operations
COntl uﬁd to bﬂ 'vﬁrj" smﬂﬂ.

Disposal of Refuse.

No changes in the system of refuse disposal occurred during 1954 but
ing to shortage of labour at the refuse destructor at Chalvey towards

end of the year, controlled tipping on low-lying land near the Datchet
load had to be increased,

litchen Waste.,

The Borough Council still continue to employ contractors to operate

eme for collecting kitchen waste. There have always been difficulties

} operating this scheme as contractors find it almost impossible to obtain

fficient labour; 1954 appeared to be no worse or no better than previous
s in this respect.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Once again I have to report that the building and installation of the
w plant continued at the Sewage Works. Gradually the situation improves
new portions of this scheme are put into operation and it was possible
ring 1954 to lift building restrictions except in the Trading Estate and
faham Road areas when part of the Southern In

ngmead Pumping Station were brought into

tercepter Sewer and the
use,

No adverse reports were made u

_ pon water samples taken during the
ar from any of the three u

ndertakings which supply the Borough.

Jugh Corporation Water Supply

_ The water sup lied by the Corporation continued to be satisfacto

th in quantity and in quality. 347 additional houses were supplied during
Weekly bacteriological analyses were continued
Boratory and quarterly samples were referred to an indcc]l:;endent analyst
‘€xamination. Of the 56 samples so analysed all showed freedom from
tamination and confirmed that the water supply was pure and whole-
e Borough Council is also fortunate
itains almost the ideal quantity of fluorine
teeth without any significant mottling. Research which has been
tinued by the Dental Branch of the Medical Research Council has shown

eneficial effect upon the teeth of children living within the area of the
0’s supply.

in the Town Hall

in that its source of supply
for the maximum preservation

tham Dorney and Hitcham Waterworks Co. Ltd.

117 houses were added to the area il:{pplied by the water undertaking,
to

the Counties Public Health
cal analyses and no traces of

#5 samples of water were submitt
atories for chemical and bacteriologi
AMmination were discovered,
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Slough Estates, Ltd., Water Supply

This company supplies water mainly to the factories and canteens
on the Slough Trading Estate but about 70 dwelling houses come within
the area supplied. As the supply comes from deep boreholes, the water
from this undertaking is fairly soft, in contrast with the water supplied by
the two other undertakings. Analyses taken during the year showed the
same freedom from contamination which was found in the water from the
other suppliers.

A typical chemical analysis, taken from No. 6 Borehole at the well-
head on 1st September, 1954, is given below :—

(Chemical values are given in parts per million)

Appearance ... e o e Bright with very few mineral
particles.
Reaction el e e St pH 8.0
Free Carbon Dioxide ... 3
Electric Conductivity at 20°C ... 560
Total solids .. 10 N 375
Chlorine as chlorides ... ... .. 42
Alkalinity as Calcium Carbonate ... 215
Hardness: Total ... .. 80
Tempotary, . . at | om 80
Permanent KPR e nil
Nitrogen as nitrates ... ... o nil
Nitrogen as nitrites ... .= oo nil
Free Ammonia =~ cox oo 0.19
Albuminoid Ammonia ... .. 0.01
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at 27°C .... 0.05
Metals : Iron .. IRt & 0.24
Other metals Absent

Swimming Bath Water.
Samples of water were taken from the Community Centre indoor
swimming bath which is in use all the year round and from the outdoor
baths at Baylis Court and the St. Bernard’s Convent School, which are used
during the summer months only.
All samples were satisfactory.

Pet Animals Act, 1951. ]
All pet shops in the Borough were inspected regularly by the ?eterin‘;g
Surgeon appointed by the Borough Council for that purpose. No adver:

reports were received. §
National Assistance Act, 1948—Section 47. 1
No action was necessary under this Section during 1954 L
STAFF MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS. i

I reported last year, for the first time, upon the number of Staff Medica

examinations performed. A
A full medical examination is carried out on every new officer entering
permanent employment with the Slough Borough Council and the loca
services of the Bucks County Council. In addition, each entrant to &
el o A
Teachers’ Training College and every teacher teaching in a County 5choo
for the first time must also be examined. Servants of the Slough Borougl
Council are also given an opportunity at certain specified times of H.'ii
the Council’'s Superannuation Scheme and need a medical examination fo
that purpose.
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It is always more difficult to maintain a high bacteriolcgical standar
during the summer months when air temperatures are high and the pog
summer may have had some influence upon the exceptional figures uce
this year. A really fine summer would test the factories to the utmo
and a slight deterioration in the figures might be expected under the:
conditions.

3] MNumber of samples Percentage of samples
1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 | 1950 1951 1952 1953 195|
Grade T .| 55 | 153 | 103 [148 |121 | 437 | 76.9 | 837 | 94.9 | 96
Grade T .. so | 21| 6| 1 |mi [397 |106 ] 49| 06 | Nil
Grade T/ o, | 15 71 4| o2 ae eS| Esaae N
Gade B = 7l s | 7| 4] i fand ferss| RNl
cdel 1 721 10| 7| 3] 3 | s5iEonSsmelaanae

BOROUGH MORTUARY

Eighty-nine post-mortem examinations were carried out during 19
There were 85 in 1950, 62 in 1951, 91 in 1952, and 90 in 1953.

HOME HELPS SERVICE

The Home Helps Service which is provided by the Bucks Co
Council and run by a Home Helps Organiser under the direction of
Medical Officer of Health as Area Medical Officer for South Bucks,
tinued its work during 1954. The number of calls upon its resources
very slightly less than in the previous year.

Out of all the cases who were assisted no less than 145 were 70
years of age or over.

Details of the service are as follows :—

No. of Home Helps as at 31.12,53 31.12
(a) Full-time .. . o o o Nil
(b) Patt-time ... .- o S 31
No. of cases who received help during : ... ... 1953
(a) Acute sick ... WECRRERE 64
(b) Chronic sick .. —= . T 251
(c) Tuberculous ... B e s R
(d) Maternity ... o e e saf 188
365

18












DIPHTHERIA.

For the sixth year in succession no case of diphtheria was reported.

As has been emphasised on previous occasions, this happy state of
affairs depends upon a high level of immunity in the population as a whole
and in children in particular. "

Now that combined Whooping Cough/Diphtheria vaccine is available
and is given to those parents who ask for it the vast majority of those im-
munised are protected against Whooping Cough as well as against
Diphtheria. '

During 1954, 867 children were given initial protection ags inst
Diphtheria compared with 826 in 1953 and out of these no less than 686
received the combined Diphtheria/Pertussis vaccine. 1,425 children also
received renewal, or “booster” doses against Diphtheria, 3

There were, therefore, 41 more children given primary inoculations
and 213 more “renewals” as compared with 1953. '

WHOOPING COUGH

it B 1

The number of cases of Whooping Cough notified during the yea
was 78. This disease became notifiable %mrn October 23rd, 1939, and only
in 1940 and 1942 has the number of notifications been smaller than it wi
in 1954. b

Although the number of cases notified over the years since 1940 seem:
to have varied only a little, there does seem to have been a considerab

q-

change in the disease itself. For the eight years between 1940 and 1947

S

|

| F

no less than 126 cases were admitted to hospital and 22 children died from
Whooping Cough. From 1948 onwards, however, only 22 children :
admitted to hospital suffering from that disease and the only death during
the period occurred in 1951. ;

Although Whooping Cough is still, quite rightly, looked upon as on
of the serious infectious diseases and is, of course, particularly dangerou
in young infants it is not now generally expected to be serious enough
cause death although chronic chest ailments may occur after appare
recovery. On looking back through the Annual Reports of past years
came across the following in the Annual Report for 1941 :—“Whaopin
Cough was somewhat prevalent, 244 cases being notified, with 5 deatk
24 were admitted to hospital.” Such a report would cause more cor 1me
today. o
The demand for protection against Whooping Cough continued
rise and the number immunised against the disease was 691 as compare
with 669 in 1953, 585 in 1952 and 508 in 1951. :

= il

[F-=)

-

el

-

)

-l

SCARLET FEVER

Only 70 cases of Scarlet Fever were reported during the year com _

with 215 in 1953. iy
.-

The disease continued to be mild and although August was the or
month free from notifications and the main incidence occurred durin g
earlier months of the year, no signs of a real outbreak were in evidend
Only 4 of the cases were admitted to hospital and there were no hs.
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ERYSIPELAS.

As the germ which causes Scarlet Fever also causes Erysipelas it would
be expected that the number of cases of the latter condition would fluctuate
in the same way as the former. This has not happened during the last
'wo years and the fifteen cases notified during 1954 were only slightly fewer
than those which occurred in 1953

The cases were notified at a continuing low level over all the months

sxcept June and August. Two cases were admitted to hospital but there
were no deaths.

PNEUMONIA

Fifty-three cases of acute Primary and Influenzal Pneumonia were
otified during 1954 and of these ten were admitted to hospital. No one
wlzg a very high incidence but, as is usually expected most cases
ing the winter and spring months, with the exception,
arprisingly enough, of February, during which only one case was brought

ENTERIC FEVER

_ Although no case of enteric fever was notified during the year, and in
ct only one case has been notified for man years—in 1949—one death is
corded as having occurred from this disease.

~ Enquiry showed that the patient suffered from enteric fever some 46
ars ago and as he had never been well since the private doctor entered
iteric Fever as the cause of death. Since then there had been no evidence
hatsoever of any recent disease.

MEASLES.

At the beginning of 1953 the biennial outbreak of measles was coming
an end and it was not surprising, therefore, that very few cases occurred
ing 1954. The 29 cases which did occur equals the low record of 1944,
Ithough the biennial nature of measles epidemics is stressed, if records
the past twelve years are examined it will be seen that the incidence
ears to be high each year with the exceptions of 1944, 1950 and 1954.
m this it l:nuf:l be concluded that outbreaks occur annually rather than
IWO year intervals. It usually happens, however, that as an epidemic
Spread over several months and more often occurs during the winter
iths, that a high notification rate extends over two successive calendar
8. Thus, while the figures for 1952 and 1953 were high because of an
break which started towards the end of 1952, the notifications for 1954
t low because the outbreak which was expected to begin late in 1954
} Somewhat delayed and did not start until 1955 was well under way.

None of the cases notified during 1954 was admitted to hospital and
€ were no deaths,

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

‘wenty-five cases of Puerperal Pyrexia came to my notice in 1954
with 24 in 1953 and 26 in 1952, Comparison with years previous
impossible as regulations making a milder condition notifiable
operation only in August, 1951,
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TUBERCULOSIS
(a) New Cases.

| The number of new notifications of tuberculosis in 1954 was dis-
appointingly high, sixty-nine new cases of the pulmonary form of the
disease and nine new cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis being discovered
luring the year. In 1953 there were 55 pulmonary and 4 non-pulmonary

If one looks back over the records of the past five years, however, there
5 still good reason to view the situation with some optimism as fewer
Julmonary cases were discovered in 1954 than in any other year since 1947
vith the exception of 1953, So far as non-pulmonary cases are concerned
nly 1945, 1947 and 1953 have produced fewer cases during the past 10

As the records of 10 years or more ago seem to have been more favour-
dle than those of today, it would appear at first glance that the control of
uberculosis is as far away as ever it was. There have, however, been

1anges which, there is a very good reason to believe, make this to be
false assumption.

Since the war the attitude towards this disease has undergone a radical
hange. In pre-war days the presence of tuberculosis in a family was
lidden and only admitted with furtive whispers to a chosen few. Today
hat attitude has passed and probably for a variety of reasons, all of which
fe so incxtricablgainterwoven that to give comparative credit to any one
ause is impossible. The invention and discovery of new antibiotics and
ther drugs has given sufferers from the disease the hope that they may be

d, attempts to remove the economic disturbance caused by this illness
igher allowances and more generous treatment by many employers has
led patients to take advantage of treatment which still may often be
hy, and the acceptance of mass radiography by factory workers and
general public has led to earlier detection of the disease. In addition
new r, B.C.G. vaccination, now only beginning in this country, to
€ used on a widespread basis, will also help to combat the disease.

., Owing to these changes a larger number of new cases come to the notice
't Pubﬁ: Health Department and for a time it appears as if the problem
ot only not improving but even becoming worse. As, however, the
W cases tend to be discovered earlier and are able, in a large majority of

to be cured or at the very least to be made non-infectious, the chances
disease spreading to others is diminished. It is therefore hoped that
course of a comparatively few years the disease will be controlled
an extent that it can, after a further period, be eliminated completely.

| This is the picture confidently predicted by many workers in the field
| tuberculosis and although it may seem to be contradicted by the picture
Seen locally, partly owing to factors which will be more fully reported

it year, this point of view seems not unreasonable when the country
@ whole is considered,
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SECTION B.
HOUSING.

Programme of Housing Slum Clearance.

For some years past 1 have drawn attention to those dwelling-houses
which are still used for human habitation but which have outlived their
usefulness and become obsolescent and with passing years increasingly
dilapidated. The only satisfactory method of dealing with these properties
is by action under the Housing Acts to secure their removal by statutory
demolition or clearance procedure.

The introduction of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act of 1954, and
the intention of the Government to deal with the problem of obsolescent
houses by the preparation and energetic pursuit by local authorities of a
comprehensive programme is an encouraging feature and much time has
already been devoted by your officers to a detailed survey of those houses
which come within this category. This concentrated action has entailed a
temporary reduction of activity in certain other aspects of administration
so as to ensure that a draft programme is prepared in good time for con-
sideration by the Borough Council and subsequent submission to the Minis-
try of Housing and Local Government. This important work was well in
hand at the close of the year. u]

This detailed survey will not only define specific tghr‘=1:l1|11:ts of houses to
be dealt with but it will also provide statistics to enable the Borough Council
to determine the number and particular types of dwellings which it will
necessary to provide for the rehousing of displaced families
Closing Orders.

(a) Proceedings under the Local Government (Miscellaneows Provisions) Ad,
1953. Section 10.

eight houses, it being considered inexpedient to make Demolition
having regard to the effect of the demolition of the houses upon adjoini
dwelling-houses :—

During the year Closing Orders were made in respect of the fc-].towi%

70, High Street, Langley.

120, A1)
195, S
1 aﬂ? 33 3 »
18RO o) A

4, Somerset Place, Slough.
61, Church Street, Chalvey.

(b) Proceedings wnder the Housing Act, 1936. Section 12,

A Closing Order was made prohibiting the use of certain rooms of
undermentioned house for occupation for human habitation :—
10, Brook Path, Cippenham.

34



'Huuning Improvement Grants—Housing Act, 1949 (as amended).

Several enquiries as to improvement grants were received, principally
from owner[occupiers of dwelling-houses and grants for the improvement
of housing accommodation were approvedsn respect of seven applications,
the works amounting in the aggregate to £2,147 and the improvement
grants to £1,072. Eighty-one visits were recorded in respect of enquiries
and works in progress and three schemes of improvement were completed
during the year.

ts are being made whereby the premises in respect of which
grants are made will be periodically inspected to ascertain that the conditions
under which grants have been made are complied with.

econditioning of Housing Accommodation.

_ The duty of ensuring that dwelling-houses are maintained to a satis-
factory standard of fitness for human habitation and in a healthy environ-
ment is one of the more important duties of the Sanitary Inspectors. This is
vident from the fact that during 1954 the district sanitary inspectors surveyed
and examined some 881 dwelling-houses within the Borough for that
surpose, and followed up the initial visits by 1,385 re-inspections for the
ourpose of :&1pervising works in progress and securing compliance with
NOTICES SErwv .

Some 184 houses were rendered habitable during the year,

As a result of the activities, in relation to Housing, of the district
sanitary inspectors, 400 preliminary written and verbal notices and 21
statutory notices in pursuance of the Housing and Public Health Acts,
were served.

| Two hundred and forty-seven complaints concerning defective housing
accommodation were made by members of the public. s

_ Recent experience has shown that there is now little difficulty in the
Building Trade with the availability of labour for carrying out works of
tepair to dwelling-houses for the purpose of complying with Notices of
the Department. Low rents appear to act as a detetrent to the voluntary
maintenance of dwellings against dilapidation.

epair of Properties in Default of Owners.

There were four cases in which owners of property had failed to comply

with the requirements of statutory notices and consequently, default action

was necessary. Works amounting to £199. 8s. 6d., which is recoverable,

were carried out on behalf of the Corporation by various building con-
ctors as follows :— :

Property Works Executed Cost
isehfa ey s
8, Stoke Road. Housing Act, 1936. Section 9. 41 14 6
-3, Montague Road. 5 R, R T
12, Alexandra Road. .. o TR
39, Salisbury Road, - e s 4 R A
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Overcrowding.

The statutory overcrowding and the o:c:tpation under congested
conditions of dwelling-houses are matters which often confront the sanitary
inspector. It is however, pleasing to note that in this Borough he does
not come across cases of gross overcrowding to the extent that was familiar
a few years ago, for the erection of new houses, both council and privately
owned, has done much to alleviate the overcrowding problem. In my last
Report I pointed out that there is every reason to believe that the ﬂ?ﬁlﬂm
is improving and this is particularly evident in the decline of 1:-::-1151':%e ts of
overcrowded houses which have been received from members of the public
more recently.

No applications for licences under Section 61 of the Housing Act,1936,
to permit temporary overcrowding, were received.

Council Housing Estates.
(@) Housing Allocation ;
In accordance with the Council's Housing Points Scheme, 156
applications for Council houses were investiﬁimd by my staff for the per-
pose of recommending to the Tenancy and Committee, the appro-
priate award of points in respect of insanitary or sub-standard conditic
of the housing accommodation of the applicants. In this work, I am par-
ticularly appreciative of the co-operation of the Chief Sanitary Inspectors
of other local authorities in obtaining the requisite information in respect
of applicants residing in their respective areas.

() Council Housing Estates
The following inspections of houses situated at Council housing
cstates were carried out i —

(i) Exchanges and tenancy transfers ... .. .. S
(i) Overcrowding of houses ... IR S St

(iii) Keeping of poultry ... .. DRI TR
(iv) Infestation by vermin .. i, e .
(v)  Rodent infestation (officers) ... .. B 35

(rodent operators) .. e
(vi) Infestation by wasps, flies, ants, etc.

(officers) R oy i

(operators) ... e e
(vi) Follow-up and miscellaneous visits ... ... o

Moveable Dwellings. _

Probably the only virtue of a moveable dwelling used as a substitut
for a house is that with all its limitations, it is preferable to that accommods
tion known to so many young couples today as “rooms” or “living
in-laws.” The caravan kitchen facilities may be small but at least they ha

not to be shared and a degree of privacy and independence is possible.

Often it would appear that whereas the use of the caravan as a perm
means of human habitation is advocated by some manufacturers, from tk
view point of the Local Authority, the occupants, neighbouring iden
and the public health aspect generally, the moveable dwelling r
regarded as a sub-standard dwelling, especially when used with any d
of permanency. This is a problem which viewed nationally will be solve
only by the building of traditional houses. 1
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During the year a total of 65 moveable dwellings was licensed by the
Council under the Public Health Act, 1936. Of this number 51 were

enewals of licences previously issued and represent occupiers who have
emained for several years on the same sites,

In the case of one caravan site within the Borough, some 6 or 7 caravans
1ave been stationed there and duly licensed for the past seven years.
\lthough Town Planning permission to increase the number had been
efused and no application had been made under the Public Health Act,
936, towards the middle of the year, additional caravans were gradually

srought to this land and at the end of the year a total of 63 dwellings were
tationed thereon,

Although all caravans are of the modern trailer type and a piped water
upply has been laid on, neither hard standings nor proper approach roads
1ave been made and there is no main drainage.

Each moveable dwelling has a separate chemical closet, the contents
f which are emptied into a large newly constructed cesspool in the middle
f the site. The position is most unsatisfactory for so great a number of
aravans, as is also the lack of means of disposal of waste water.

The Town Planning Authority have been dealing with this problem
ut at the end of the year negotiations were still pending,.

A from this site, caravan camping within the Borough presented

0 difhiculties during the year and a total of 1,100 visits were made by the
istrict sanitary inspectors.

:rtificates of Disrepair.

The Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, is designed primarily to
al with the aspects of maintenance, repair and improvement of existing
vellings, rather than with the provision of new houses. One of its many
ovisions entitles a landlord, in certain circumstances, to raise the rent, to
known as the “repairs increase.” If the tenant considers that the property
not in good repair, he or she may apply to the Local Authority for a
rtificate of Disrepair, which if granted, remains in force until the necessary
nirs have been carried out and during this interval the tenant is legally
titled to withhold the repairs increase.

. The above Act came into operation on the 30th August, 1954, and at
2 end of the year only 5 applications for Certificates D? Disrepair were

eived. Such certificates were eventually issued by the Council in all
=8

nt Restrictions Certificates,

There were no applications for certificates as to the condition of repair

dwelling-houses in pursuance of the Rent and Mortgage Interest Restric-
s Acts, 1920-1939.

ormation re Local Land Charges, etc.

Information as to statutory orders made in respect of dwelling-houses
a5 to non-complied-with notices requiring works of repair was supplied

iespect of 1,356 properties upon request for official search of the Land
uges Register.

In addition, particulars as to properties were supplied in all cases in

1 mortgages were being arranged under the Housing Act, 1949, in
ct of the purchase of small dwellings,
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Disinfestation of Verminous Premises.

There were 68 complaints received concerning dirty or verminous
houses and 122 inspections were carried out.

Treatment for the eradication of vermin was carried out at 18 houses
including 7 council properties, with the necessary treatment of articles of
clothing and bedding at the steam disinfecting station at Chalvey.

SECTION C
SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

This section of my Report deals not only with the work carried out
and improvements accomplished in relation to the hygiene of premises,
the handling of food and its transportation, but also with the day-to-day
inspection, the bacteriological control of milk and ice-cream, and the

&

chemical analysis of foods. ¢

Every effort has been made with the means at my disposal, by a reason- |
ably high standard of supervision to ensure that all foods sold within the
Borough are fit for human consumption and that the public are rotected
against false trade descriptions in relation to food offered for Sli ;

The activities of the Department are summarised under the followi -._:_EE:'
headings :—

Hygiene of Food Premises and Food Handling.

Despite increasing pressure of work in the Department, mainly due to
housing surveys and the taking over by the Council of the Cippenham
Lane Slaughterhouse in July, 1954, it was possible to devote considerable
attention to the hygiene of food premises and food handling during the
year under review when 3,465 visits were made to premises used for the
sale, storage, manufacture or preparation of foodstuffs intended for human
consumption.

The standard of cleanliness of these premises was found to be reasonz oly
high, although in matters of food hygiene there is always room for improve-
ment.

Apart from shortages of staff, there are considerable changes of per:
sonnel not only as between one firm and another, but also from one type ©
foodshop to another, and indeed frequent changes in managements. ese
changes must necessarily affect organisation and routine and t
constant vigilance involving frequent visiting of all food premises by §
officers is essential.

During the year butter was de-rationed, which meant that for the firs
time in fifteen years the customer was no longer in any way tied to
particular trader. Once again the competitive spirit in business is ab
and “the take or leave it” attitude has been replaced by that of “the cus
is always right.” This should help the cause of food hygiene, and
things being equal, the cleanest traders will receive, and in will ¢
the patronage of the increasing number of customers who are b _
clean food minded. The purchaser can make the most effective contributi
to food hygiene by refusing to accept food and service which are not
best. '
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Your Chief Sanitary Inspector continued to serve on the Standin
Committee of the Royal Sanitary Institute on the Hygiene of Food an
Food Equipment and as Chairman of its Sub-Committee which is engage
in formulating codes of practice for the various retail food trades.

Clean Food Byelaws.

Every opportunity has been taken by the district sanitary inspe O
both when carrying out special food hygiene surveys and during the
normal routine visits of food premises, to encourage mana ements a
personnel handling food to observe the provisions of the “Byelaws relatit
to the Sanitary and Cleanly Conditions and Practices in connection with t
Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food,” which were made by t
Borough Council in 1950.

It was not found necessary to institute legal proceedings under t
Byelaws.

Milk and Dairies.

Careful attention was given to the three establishments li
the Corporation at which the bulk of the Borough milk supply was p
teurised. Actually, these dairies serve a much wider area than Boroug
including the supply of school milk, but a part of the town’s sup 3
pasteurised and bottled at premises outside the Borough. Towards |
end of the year under review, the smallest of these premises
used for that purpose and became a distribution depot.

The whole of the town’s milk supply is now delivered by retail
securely capped bottles and retail sales are in accordance with the Minis
of Food Order of 1953, which declared the Borough to be included |
“Specified Area.”

There were forty-eight persons registered by the Corporation
Distributors of Milk and eight premises as dairies. The district sani
inspectors made 147 inspections of dairies which were found to be m
rained to a satisfactory hygienic standard. Few complaints were rece
concerning foreign bodies in milk or concerning the misuse of milk bof

s s
LY

Again, 1 would record appreciation of the measure of co-oper:
of milk traders with the work of your sanitary inspectors, This is a val
contribution to the standard which we spare no cffort to maintain.

Sixty-nine licences were granted permitting the use of a special desigo
tion in relation to milk ; they were as follows :— R

Dealers (Pasteuriser’s) Licences ... = o o 3 3
Dealer’s Tuberculin Tested Milk Licences 978 J
Dealer’s Pasteurised Milk Licences ... = o e
Dealer’s Sterilised Milk Licences e BEC
Supplementary Licences ... = . o e R

Bacteriological Examination of Milk. H

The routine examination of milk, which was carried out with re
throughout the year, was an important part of our activities in rek
the control of milk supplies.
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One hundred and seventy-three samples of milk were procured from
dairies, shops, and in the course of retail delivery, and examined for bac-
teriological quality and the efficiency of heat treatment. The results have
tstnblciEnd a record, for all samples proved to be satisfactory, and this I
feel confirms the steady and persistent efforts of your officers over many
years. One sincerely hopes that this standard will be maintained.

Returns of samples of milk procured at licensed pasteurising establish-
ments were made to the Ministry of Food, Milk Division,

The milks examined were as follows :—

TABLE No. 4.
Bacteriological Examination of Milk.

| Number of | Number of Samples
Classificarion Samples
Tested | Passed  Failed
Pasteurised Milk . - o T .! 102 102
Tuberculin-Tested (Pasteurised) Milk | 52 | &2
Tuberculin-Tested Milk .. o 8 B -
Sterilised Milk .. e | 11 11 -
Non-designated, raw Milk . s s

Manufacture, Storage and Sale of Ice-Cream,

Ice-cream has come to be an every-day commodity in the life of the
community and therefore its manufacture, storage and sale is a matter
which demands much attention.

At the end of the year there were 7 premises registered for the manu-
facture and storage of ice-cream and 154 premises registered for the storage
and sale of ice-cream. Eleven new applications for registration of retailers’
premises were granted during the year.

In addition to the frequent inspection of registered premises, 125
samples of ice-cream were procured for bacteriological examination and
these included samples from cafes and cinemas. Only four of these samples
failed to pass the test. There can be little doubt that the reasonably good
results ulI:tainnd are due, not only to the care and standard of hygiene
observed in manufacture, but also to the increasin practice of pre-packing
this commodity in wrappers and cartons at the place of manufacture,

Preparation or Manufacture of Preserved Foods.

Forty-six premises used for the above purposes, including 19 fish friers’
premises are registered in pursuance of Section 14 of the Food and Drugs
Act, 1938. The district sanitary inspectors regularly inspected these pre-
mises which were found to be maintained in a satis?acmry condition.

iﬂa.kchoum:s
Premises on Register .. e s vin ' 11
Inspection by District Sanitary Inspectors ... ... 42
Notices served re Contraventions .. 3

During the year one large bakery was closed down,
41
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Food and Drugs (Compositional standard and quality).

In pursuance to the statutory duty of the Borough Council as the
“Food and Drugs Authority” for their district, to administer those parts
of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, relating to compositional standards and
?uality of foods and drugs, the sampling officers procured 594 samples of

oods and drugs representing 8.9 samples per thousand of the estimated
population of the Borough, as compared with 601 samples during the

previous year.

Two hundred and one samples were submitted to the Public Analyst
appointed by the Borough Council, Mr. Eric Voelcker, A.R.CS., F.ILC,,
and the remainder were examined at the Department laboratory or by the
sampling officers. They were as follows :—

Milks . SRR , e 268
Spirits = - e Lo e b 12
ToOCIERI e e wmemem oSS 113

In the course of sampling careful attention was given to the com
modities manufactured at food factories within the Borough. Samples of
; Soccuitl

milk were procured upon delivery at establishments within the
of the Windsor Group Hospital Management Committee.

The average chemical quality of the milk samples examined was at
3,819, and solids not fat 8.67% which is above the prescribed minimum

standard.

Table No. 5 gives information as to the various articles of foods anc
drugs which were <ubmitted for analysis. The Public Analyst ﬁ;ﬂ yers
reports upon 17 samples or 8,59, of the samples submitted to im as
pared with 3.8% in 1953. ;

It was not found necessary to institute summary proceedings
the year. Table No. 6 sets out particulars of the action taken in
of samples upon which adverse reports were received from the F

Analyst.

Preservatives and Colouring Matter.

One hundred and four samples of foods were examined by the Fubll
Analyst for the presence of pro ibited preservative and colouring matter.
OFf these four were found to be unsatisfactory (see Table No. 6). -

Labelling and Advertising. ]
A -careful watch was kept for labels attached to, or advertisements 1f
respect of foods containing exaggerated statements ‘intended falsel
describe the commodity or otherwise to mislead the purchaser as to
nature, substance or quality of the article and particularly as to its nutrit
or dietary value. This included scrutiny of newspapers and various W
ublications. From time to time as foods manufactured within the
of Slough are submitted for analysis, the labels are also carefully

42
















Foreign Bodies in Foodstuffs,

, It was again necessary to investigate a number of complaints from mem-
bers of the public regarding the presence of extraneous matter in food sold
by retail,

' Although none of these was sufficiently serious to Justify the institution
of proceedings, the persons responsible were interviewed and reprimanded,
It is, of course, safe to assume that there were other similar instances which
were not reported to the Department, but those which were indicate that
the public generally are alive to the necessity for vigilance in securing clean
and wholesome food, and to such public-spirited persons I wish to record
my appreciation for their co-operation,

Public Slaughterhouse.,
| It will be recalled that for some 15 years the slaughterhouse at Cippen-
ham Lodge Farm had been operated by the Ministry of Food, EarIi})rcin

’»‘ from 2nd July the

1954, however, the Government announced that as

fationing of meat would end and the control of meat and livestock by the
Ministry of Food would cease.

- Local Authorities were made

aughte

responsible for ensuring that adequate
ring facilities were provided within their areas for the supply of
lullecf meat. The Health and Sanitation Committee considered that
1€ most satisfactory method of fulfilling their obligations, was to negotiate
pith the Ministry of Works and the owners of Cippenham Lodge Slaughter-
PUSE, to secure an assignment of the lease with a view to Operating the
remises as a Public Slaughterhouse.  After considerable negotiation
icluding discussions with local butchers the Council took over the control
£ the premises and as from 2nd July they were op
aughterhouse,

_ Your Chief Sanitary Inspector was appointed as Manager of the Slaugh-
thouse. In addition to carrying out meat inspection duties on a rota
stem each district sanitary inspector on duty for the time being acts as
perintendent, being in attendance from 9 a.m. until the premises close

the evening. In this way, the Couneil being in control, have a full-time
presentative on duty continuously,

From July to the end of the year the Slaughterhouse was in full use for
Hays of the week, and it is believed that the throughput was going a long
iy towards meeting the needs of the Borough as regards home killed

| The premises are inadequate in size and facilities generally, but the
FSENt arrangements may be regarded as a short term measure pending
 decision and eventual implementation of the Government’s policy as
the siting of Slaughterhouses, the Council having already agreed in
ficiple the erection of a modery Slaughterhouse.

'lnapectiﬂn of Meat and Other Foods.

tis satisfactory to be able to report that during the year it was possible
out one hundred Per cent. inspection of 12,866 animals slaughtered

' man consumption at the Cippenham Lodge Farm Slaughterhouse,
ding some 200 casualty animals,
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$ix hundred and ninety-one visits were made to the Slaughterhouse for
that purpose, which included attendance outside normal working hours, and
during the first half of the year on Sundays. All those officers of the
Department who carry out these duties possess the qualification of the Royal
Sanitary Institute for Inspectors of Meat and Other Foods.

I wish to record my appreciation of the co-operation of the Ministry
of Food officials and the slaughtering contractot with your officers for the
period ending July, 1954, in the Department’s effort to secure hygienic
conditions in the processes of slaughtering and preparation of meat.

Some 22 tons of meat were condemned as unfit for human consumption
(see Table 8) and were disposed of satisfactorily.

Although there is one shop which is used solely for the retail sale of
horseflesh, no horses were slaughtered within the Borough.

Two hundred and twenty-eight visits for the muﬁ: of examination
of foods, other than butchers’ meat were made at retail shops, warehouses
and factories, when some 83 tons of food were condemned as unfit for human
consumption and destroyed by the Department (see Table 9). One thousand

and ninety condemnation certificates were issued in respect of unsound meat
and other foods. '

Apart from the increased volume of meat involved, since July, 195‘9
when the control of meat buying ceased, more vehicles and men have been
enﬁaged in the handling and transporting of smaller quantities of mea
and consequently closer attention has been necessary in this matter.

Meat Transport.

All vehicles used in this district for the delivery of meat to retail bu
have been subject to observation and inspection during the year, and
general there has been little cause for complaint. The ideal vehicle s i
designed and equipped for this purpose has not yet been brought into w:
locally. Protective clothing worn by men engaged in meat delivery
been maintained in a clean condition.

!
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SECTION E.
GENERAL SANITATION.

Atmospheric Pollution and Smoke Abatement.

As a modern industrial area making extensive use of electric power,
atmospheric pollution within the Borough cannot be said to constitute a
problem, as indeed is the position in many long established industrial
regions.

There are, however, several factories where power is raised by steam
and many of them are equipped with appliances for indicating and preventing
the emission of smoke. The Department gives immediate attention on the
occasions when excessive emissions of smoke occur.

During the year under review 15 complaints were received concerning
smoke and associated problems as a result of which 115 smoke observation
were made and in addition 71 special visits were paid to factories for th
purpose of investigation and discussion with executives, engineers ani

stokers.
Your Chief and Deputy Chief Officers each hold the special ualiﬁcautiﬁ:

of the Royal Sanitary Institute as smoke inspectors and they attend personall
to those problems of smoke emission which arise from time to time.

The Corporation, through your chairman and myself are represente
on the National Smoke Abatement Society and the Home Counties Sma
Abatement Advisory Committee. A member of your Committce and m
Deputy attended the Annual Conferenceof the former organisation whic
in 1954 was held at Scarborough.

During the year the Council implemented Section 106 of the Slou h Ca
poration Act, 1949, which deals with the prevention of smoke from industti
_furnaces. Before installing a furnace to which this section applies, t
proposal including plans and particulars, is submitted to the Corporati
Within a period of six weeks the Corporation must serve notice on H
roposer stating whether or not they are satisfied that the installation is, §
ar as practicable, capable of being operated continuously without emittif

smoke.

Although the scheme, appropriately termed “Prior Approval,”
quite voluntary, every effort is made by your officers to encourage propos
to make application in respect of all new installations to which this Sect

applies.
Under this scheme, which operated from 1st June 1954, the Cu

by the end of the year had given “Prior Approval” in respect of the
industrial fuel consuming plant :—

(1) June Messrs. Imperial Chemical Industries, Oil-
Wexham Road El:ﬂn:&;:mﬁc- ho!
1 = 11T [1E"

(2) September Messts. Rolex Paper Co. Litd.,
165, Berkshire Avenue. Steam
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(3) September Messrs, Veedip Ltd.,

Steam raisin
St. Helens Works, plant at No. 2
factory.
(4) September Messrs. Capseals Ltd., Incinerator.

Weston Road.

In each of these cases the Council have received the assistance of the
National Industrial Fuel Efficiency Service (N.LF.E.S.) who have agreed to
examine proposals and give technical advice in connection with all applica-
tions for 1:“:)l?rit:ur Approval.” 1 wish to record my appreciation of the
services of the Area Engineer of N.LF.E.S., who has readily co-operated in
this respect.

In November, 1954, the Committee on Air Pollution (Beaver Com-
mittee) presented its final Teport to Parliament. This is a valuable and
very comprehensive document from which is is clear that the “Committee”

have delved into every aspect of atmospheric pollution—industrial, domestic,
railway, motor vehicle, etc.

The Report makes some 27 recommendations, many of which enail

legislation. It suggests the setting up of a “Clean Ajr Council ” to co-

‘ordinate and encourage research work and to review the progress made in

| implementing any new legislation.
- It is interesting to note that in general the “Committee” accepted the
Principle that prevention of air pollution can best be enforced by local
authorities on the spot, and that they should continue to administer the
atutory provisions.

. Although there has certainly been an advance in public opinion follow-
ing the “Beaver Report,” there is still 2 great barrier of apathy to penetrate
towards the prevention of atmospheric pollution, and in addition to legisla-
tion which cannot now be long delayed it is necessary for those actively
ﬁd with the problems to re-double their efforts in education and
publicity.

nsive Trades.

A soap boiler and a rag and bone dealer were the only offensive trades
icheduled under the Public Health Act, 1936. The annual consent of the
~Ofporation was granted in each case, and throu

ghout the year the premises
found to be well maintained,

touse Drainage.
. Some 156 complaints by householders were received, concerning

elective drains and sanitary fittings and as a result 797 visits were made

purpose of investigation and testing, and eventually supervision of
ial works in progress.

E€ systems were re-constructed at 26 premises and other sanitary
mprovements were effected at 133 premises,

ate; Supply.

| Itis pleasing to be able to report that by the end of 1954, only 3 houses

€ not installed with a public water supply, 4 houses having been con-
Cted to the mains during the year.
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