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Heavrn DEPARTMENT,

. “ GLENHARTIE,”
; 15, BaAtH Roap,
SLOUGH.

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Slough,

13
Ik, Mayor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting to you my fifth Annual Report for the
sar 1953,

Mf first duty is to record, with regret, the death on 11th December,
: of Mr, J. A. Quigg, one of the District Sanitary Inspectors, after a
,‘.‘ illness. Mr. Quigg is missed not only by his colleagues in the Depart-
n l:aut also by many people outside the sphere of the Council’s activities

re his unbounden energy made him a very popular figure,

- Looking at the year from the point of view of general activity in the
own the emphasis lay once again upon preparation—preparation for the
i m the improved sewage facilities would allow more widespread
: tion for the day when the London County Council would
r.hc rst inhabitants to the new Langley Estate and preparation for the
','_3. ~when the Borough Council’s great new housing programme would
egin to show some relief to those on the housing list. The close of the
zar saw all these preparations at a stage when each was likely to be realised
-'F;sﬁ near future,

~ So far as vital statistics are concerned 1953 was a record year. The
bir 41 rate which had fallen continuously since 1947 except for a pause in

he d in 1951, dropped still further in 1953 and reached the lowest
figure ever recorded, There were other low records during the year,

wever, in which pride can be taken—the still-birth rate of 16,55 per 1,000
total births (0.24 per 1,000 population) and the infant mortality rate of

:1! per 1,000 live births are the lowest recorded in this town and the
death rate at 7.68 per 1,000 population is the lowest but one ever found—
1942 with a crude death rate of 7.2 still holds the record,

| A number of what might be called the conventional infectious diseases

owed an increase during the year. Scarlet fever produced 215 cases, the
so far known, puerperal pyrexia was high, and pneumonia Pfﬂ?ﬂi
be troublesome, On the whole, however, the diseases were mild in
eir nature and no deaths are recorded from any notified case,

: t that rather gloomy cloud can be set the silver lining of polio-
iyelitis and tuberculosis. The number of cases of polio—seven—is smaller
n hiu been experienced since 1949 and for that we must be thankful,

hile it is unfortunately true that there is no sure preventive measure
_-'- st this disease the probable methods of spread are becoming clearer
ind stricter methods of hygiene in contacts of cases may mitigate against

The story of tuberculosis presents the brightest picture for many a
' So far as the number of notifications is concerned we have only
10 back to 1946 to find a lower figure but at that time notification was
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less complete than it is today. The fact that notifications have fallen for
two successive years, the latter a year of Mass Radiography is, I thmk,
sign of real hope that the disease is coming under control and is of much
greater significance than the phenomenal decrease in the death rate fro ._:'
pulmonary tuberculosis which is now hardly one-sixth of that fm:md sever
years ago, . o8

Heart disease and cancer were still the most frequent causes of death.
but while the former had increased and in 1953 caused over 35%
deaths, cancer decreased quite considerably. Vascular lesions nf he
nervous system in third place and pneumonia and bronchitis, fourth, o
tained their usual places, but whereas other diseases of the c
system and accidents were still equal fifth tuberculosis disappeared from th
list for the first time and its place was taken by suicides, of which there we
no less than eleven cases during the year. T have tried, in the bﬂd? l:lf "_
report, to introduce a novel feature in the presentation of statistics, |
giving the loss of working years caused by the commonest causes ﬂf dea
—the relative importance of suicide, accidents and, still, tuberculosis
thereby emphasised,

There were no major legislative changes relating to public health duri
the year, but the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) chu}auuns, f‘:} '.
allow more adequate measures to be taken more quickly w'hem

poisoning is concerned.

In the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s section of the report a refer
the probability of slum clearance in the comparatively near future is 1
of note. The opportunity to provide good houses throughout the Bor
will be most welcome.

Another reference worth noting relates to food hygiene. Mr.
points out that members of the public have the power, by making compl.
where necessary, to improve the standard OF hygiene in every prer
where food is sold. The average person hates making a fuss or scene
legitimate complaint to the management with subsequent remedy of the
defect may save fellow-citizens from discomfort, illness and chhllﬁ ver
from death.

I wish to thank the Health and Sanitation Committee and the Co
for their support and assistance during the year, and to Councillor F.
Room, J.p., c.c., the Chairman of the Health and Sanitation Committ
would like to express a special word of appreciation, g

To the staff of the Health Department I wish to record my thanks f
their continued loyal support throughout the year. 2

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
MACDONALD A.

Medical Officer of 1‘::5.:::25"!
SepTEMBER, 1954, f Ha










1. STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE
BOROUGH.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The year began with a mainly dry but rather cold month, which went

t with a strong gale and unprecedented floods along the East Coast and

'.. ames Estuary, and then followed snowstorms and cold weather until
e middle of February, when it became exceptionally mild. March was a

ill month and there were frequent morning fogs with temperatures
ightly below the average,

Apnl was mainly unsettled, while May was generally warm and sunny,

t thunderstorms occurred frequentl}r during the latter half of the month
th:s: continued into June, making it a rather cool and dull month.

¢ became rather unsettled after a reasonably good start, but August
bﬂghtcr than usual and even if no drier than the average was at least
warm for the first half of the month, September was a mixed

'f--.. A with average air temperatures and rainfall, but more than the usual
._:,- nt of sunshine ; gales occurred towards the end of the month but
“out fairly ﬁPld.ljF and October was notably less windy than usual,
mmder of the year was unusually mild and dry but sunshine was

v the average and there was a good deal of fog both in November
Dmemhe:

1953 can, 1 think, be looked upon as a year of final preparation for the
xpansion which is very shortly to occur.  Any persons who may have had
*' as to the intention of the London County Council to build houses
the Langley estate had them finally dlspclled during the year and the
e mth which final preparations of the site and the initial stages of
juilding itself took place must have astonished many. One new school—

anior one—on the new estate appeared, from a distance, to be near
ompletion, but much work still remains to be done inside and it will not
ready for occupation until September, 1954,

Neither has the Slough Borough Council been idle. . The Priory Estate,
: .-,;- rnham, consisting of 566 houses, was virtually completed during
and there was, as the result, a shght temporary easing of the housing

on but no real diminution of the housing list can really be expected
it I the large-scale completion of houses on the Wexham estate has been
mp ag In addition to the last-mentioned estate which will consist,
Emt place, of 792 houses and on which work is already well under
564 houses are to be erected for the Borough Council on the new

lon County Council Housing estates ; 314 at Langley and approximately
Famham Royal,

] _ZJ_ [he small estate at Haymill, consisting of 128 houses, which is already
ider construction, is one which causes much satisfaction, It is true that
e number of houses is small but the site was made available by the demoli-

tl-army huts which had served as temporary housing accommodation
e the war., This is the first “camp” to be demolished and as the others
the town will, as soon as possible, be treated likewise it does seem as if
Pse blots will disappcar from our midst in a reasonably short period of

w that plans for new housing in the town can be put into operation,
s as if in another three or four years Slough’s housing problems will
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virtually have ceased to exist, particularly as there is fortunately, no very,
great problem of slum clearance to be carried out.

The number of houses completed in 1953 was 262 as compared
183 in 1952, 72 in 1951 and 114 in 1950, '

The sewage works extensions which have featured so largely in t
reports for the last few years are now rapidly nearing ion and |
was possible to relax some of the restrictions on building which had existe
for a number of years. This relaxation, together with the greater availabilit
of building licenses led to an increase in private enterprise construction.

On the whole a feeling of sober optimism prevails throughout the tow
but it must be remembered that increased population means a greater numbi
of persons seeking and needing work. It has been felt in some quarte
that many of the newcomers will continue to work in London, Whett
this will or will not be so, only time will tell, but opportunities must
provided locally for those wishing to work near their homes.

I believe that towns can, in some ways, be compared with other liviz
organisms ; they either grow or decay, and although “Planning” can, o
some extent, control the pattern of the dgrowth it cannot supply but m
destroy the vital energy which is needed in a healthy community,

VITAL STATISTICS.

BIRTHS.

After allowing for inward and outward transfers, the Registrar-Genera
credited the Borough with 951 live births in 1953 : 472 were males and 47¢
females. ¥

The crude birth rate was 14.20 per 1,000 of the population and thi
was 0,83 per 1,000 less than that of 1952 (15.03). When the af '
rate has been multiplied by the comparability figure of 0.89 the cc i
rate of 12.64 is obtained. This figure allows for the sex and age distr
of the local population and the rate can be compared with the N
rate or with any local rate with which the appropriate comparability
has been used. The corrected birth rate for Slough (12.64) when comp
with that for England and Wales as a whole (15.5) gives a ratio of 0.81¢ |
In the table below are given the birth rates for the Borough and the rati
to the National rate since 1949, k.

Corrected Birth Rate, Birth Rate, Ratio
Year Slough England & Wales | Slough: England & Wale
1949 15.84 16.9 0.94 1743

1950 13.79 15.9 0.87 : - __

1951 13.62 15.5 0.88 : Bl

1952 13.38 15.3 0.88 : 1

1953 12.64 15.5 081 : 1

ETEFEERS



- It will thus be seen thar the birth rate has continued to fall, and this

* to fall very considerably, In previous years the local trend has followed

Nﬂﬂﬂnﬂl one but while there was a rise of 0.2 births per 1,000 of the

sopulation in Eng]and and Wales as a whole the rate in Stuugh fell by

- I cannot End a luwer birth rate in the records and it is perhaps significant

hat for some years the birth rate in the Borough has been consistently

¢ that for the country as a whole, Causes for such events are not easy

ﬁm‘l, but some believe that lack of good housing accommodation plays

an important part ; if this is so, then the next few years should show a rapid
eversal of the decline in the birth rate in this town,

ILLEGITIMACY.

Th: number of illegitimate births showed an increase this year: 62
8 compared with 44 for 1952. This means that 6.52 per cent. of births

ere illegitimate as compared with 4.39 in the previous year. A rise in

'hmaqr is usually associated with war or major social upheavals and
m the end of the hst war until 1952 the illegitimate birth rate in this
n had been following the downward National trend. No upheavals
n:l:ional scale took place in 1952 when, presumably, the greater pro-
ttion of the illegitimate conceptions took place and it is difficult to find
: Z'-materia] change in social circumstances in the Borough during that

Whlle too much emphasis must not be laid upon statistics based upon
nall numbers, a considerable increase in illegitimacy such as that found in
IIIHSt cause sOome Concern,

STILL-BIRTHS.

F registered number of still-births was 16 (9 males and 7 females) :
was illegitimate. This figure gives a still-birth rate of 16.55 per 1,000
births or 0.24 per 1,000 of the population, In 1952 the figures were
.63 and 0.27 respectively.

Once again there has not only been a decrease in the still-birth rate but

v low record has been established. The rate for the Borough was
ow that for the country as a whole,

DEATHS.

. After correction for transferable deaths the number assigned by the
strar-General to the Borough was 514 (265 males and 249 females), a
se of 57 on the total for 1952,

The crude death rate was 7.68 per 1,000 of the puiulauon compared
h 8,56 for 1952, After multiplying b}r the comparability figure (1.21)
ected rate was 9.29 compared with the National Rate of 11.4 and
cted rate for Slough of 10.36 in 1952, The death rate for the 160

Boroughs and Great Towns (including London) was 12.2 per 1,000

| The seven main causes of death during 1953, in numerical order, were
o b T R S S e 181

ERREER ) el R s 80
Vascular lesions of the nervous system ... ... 58
Pneumonia and Bronchitis ... ... .. 47
ieeidents, all types ... ... . = 18

Other diseases of the i:lrculimr}r s}rsl:em e IEI
v e R . R 11




Heart diseases showed the only numerical increase since the
year and, in fact, caused over 359, of all deaths. Cancer deaths whi
reached the record number of 134 in 1951 giving a rate of 2.02 per 1
population fell only slightly to 115 (1.72 per 1,000) in 13952'1:!111: :
very sharply to 80 deaths in 1953, a rate of 1 ldl:edl

there mus;

With comparatively small numbers being cons t
fluctuations and the low rate found in 1953 is pmhably of no signi
cance than the high rates in 1951 and 1952, It is, however, to see ¢

rate lower than that which has been expcricuc&d for 8 years,

1952 1953
CAUSES OF DEATH Males | Femnales | Males

—
—

Tuberculosis, respiratory ... . e
Tuberculosis, other .. .. .. ..
Syphilitic disease i e et
DIphheria: ¢ v, e i B s s
Whooping Cough . = e
Meningococcal infection et s ECE
Acute poliomyelitis ... 3
Measles ...  — oS L Lo -]
Other infective and paras‘:m: dlscas:s ......
Malignant neoplasm, stemach ... ..
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ..
Malignant neoplasm, breast ... .. ..
Malignant neoplasm, uterus ... - .
Other malignant and lymphatic nnﬂpiasms
Leukaemia, aleukaemia @ .. ... ..
§ BT s o ety gl ol i
WVascular lesions of the nervous system ..
Coronary disease, angina ... Jna
Hypertension with heart disease Lz
Other heart disease .. JLTR e
Other circulatory disease .

Influenza - : 41 T
Pncumonia .

Bronchitis Lt LB 5 A
Other diseases of the n:spjramry system . i
Ulcers of stomach and duodenum .. ..
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea ... ..
Mephritis and nephrosis .. B 1 gt
Hyperplasia of prostate ... .. .. .
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion ..
Congenital malformations ... .. ..
Other defined and ill-defined diseases ...
Motor vehicle accidents .. o
All other accidents ... .. ... e
T et M Sl R el L
Homicide and operations of war .

[
| | ml

I
e

- L

—t
o

[y
=
| Gal |

| Bl |

NEREERBEEBESESRLEER
oo e [ Sl 1Y D = e
E 4 : o e o oy S

& |
Pl Gl [ i gl I [ e 1

canmpwanBel aSuiB | B

wamg-&
HMN' 5::..:!

5 I Enmﬂu

8
8
¥

All causes ..
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SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF DEATHS. 1953,

The following table shows the age and sex distribution of all deaths
attributed to the Borough during 1953 by local Registrars. The figures
nclude all deaths which actually occurred during 1953 even although, in
f_':_... cases, notification of their occurrence may not have been received
itil well on into 1954,

For this reason, the figures in the table vary a little from those given by
e R:gmmr—Gmeral which are based upon returns received by him only
aring the period under review as he finds it impractical to carry statistical
ita into the fo]luwmg year. The local figures are, therefore, more accurate
', the difference is not large enough to cause any significant statistical

Males Females Total

...... 16 6 22
6 1 T
...... 5 - 5
...... 17 9 26
87 48 135
...... 34 24 58

— 165 — B8 — 253
28 35 63
...... 28 42 70
...... 29 39 68
...... 9 30 39
...... 5 9 12
- 6 6

- 07 — 161 =2r I5R

262 249 511

From this table it will be seen that 258 (50.5%,) of deaths were in persons
er the age of 70 years and 316 (61.89%,) occurred in persons over the age
165 and who are said to have completed their span of normal working Mg

 Although these statistics relating to deaths tell us the number of
ths from each cause they really ﬂnil' tell part of a story. How far, for
: :'- ce, do the various causes of deaths have an influence on the economics
imily and community life? Dr. Linley Henzell (Commissioner of
Health for Western Australia (tried to find out whether in his
.the causes of the greatest number of deaths did, in fact, cause the
test economic disturbance. His method was to End the number of
' warlqu years lost by each cause assuming that the working life
d at 65 years of age. Deaths occurring under the age of 10 years were
d because the effect of neo-natal and infant deaths would obscure the

tlm principle is applied to Slough, using only male deaths durin
: years of wnrlﬂng life, some interesting results occur, Instea
; # above recording the seven most common causes of death we
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No. of [ Loss of working | Average loss of working
Cause cases years years per case

1. Heart digeases 30 n 2.0
2. Cancer.__ 19 229 12,0
St R S < 6 157 26.2
4. Accidents, all types 6 147 24.5
5. Tuberculosis, all forms 5 72 14.4
6. Other circulatory

diseases . 3 58 . 193
7. Vascular lesions nt'

Nervous system . 58 T.25

Heart diseases and cancer still take pride of place as the first two causes!
because of the greater number of cases, but suicides, which are last in the
other table, rise to third place, not because of the number of cases, bu
because each person who takes his own life loses, on an average, no less
than 26.2 years of useful working life, The importance of accidents too, is
well emphasised, no less than 244 years being lost for each fatal acciden

While wvascular lesions of the nervous system and other circulatory
diseases still occur in this table, they are relegated to the bottom two place
but tuberculosis has taken fifth place, displacing pneumonia and bronchitis
altogether, These two diseases do, however, tend to occur most frequently
at the extremes of life and there were a number of deaths in children unde
the age of fifteen years which were not taken into consideration in thi
table, 3

These figures do not, of course, even now tell a complete story b-r:n::_'
we do not know the length of incapacitating illness before death excep
the case of fatal accidents, but this method of presenting death returns do
serve to emphasise the need for greater efforts in the prevention of accident
and also to warn us against complacency about tuberculosis where tk
number of deaths has fallen so dramatically during the past few yes

MATERNAL MORTALITY.

No deaths were attributed directly to pregnancy or childbearing durir
1953.

INFANT MORTALITY.

After correction for inward and outward transfers there w
deaths (16 males and 6 females) of infants under 1 year of age. This |
is three less than in 1952 and the rate of 23,13 per 1,000 live births whi
this represents is 1.8 lower than in the previous year (24.93) and is tl
lowest infant mortality rate ever recorded in this town,

This, of course, must in itself cause satisfaction but even within &t
figure is a matter which causes concern, It can be said in gene:
illegitimate babies have, for one reason or another, less chance of su
than those born in wedlock. With the small numbers involved in com
statistics for this town fluctuations from chance are inevitable but
only 17 legitimate infants died out of 889 born (19.12 per thousand)
than 5 illegitimate infants died out of 62 born (80.64 per thousand,

12












So far as the Wexham Estate is concerned the houses will belong
to the Borough Council, the sewers will run into the Boro ’s sewers,
water supplies are from the Borough wells, most of the i will
work and shop in the Borough, their ch:ldten will goto school in Slough
and yet, should there be an outbreak of food poisonin ur poliomy -W‘:’
the notifications will go to the Medical Officer of Health neighbouring
authcnt}r and he will be responslblﬁ for conducting the nccﬁmy investiga-
tions and taking the necessary action, '

I am sure there will be no disharmony between the officers of
local authorities concerned but to have officers of two authorities responsibl
for investigating affairs on opposite sides of busy streets does lead to difficul-
ties and possibly delay. '

II. GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES.

Cleansing and Disinfestation. .

Disinfestation of bedding and personal effects have continued at the
disinfestor supplied by steam from the Chalvey Pumping Station. '!__-' 3
number of operations has continued to be very small.

Disposal of Refuse.

No changes in the system of refuse disposal occurred during " .
The destructor at Chalvey was supplemented by a small amount of controlle
tipping on low-lying land near the Datchet Road.

Kitchen Waste. :
The Borough Council continued to operate a scheme for collecting
kitchen waste by employing a contractor, v

Sewage Disposal. -

The final outline of the new sewage works became clearer as the year
progressed and work on the extensions continued, It was possible, to
the end of the year, to allow a partial relaxation on building
in some parts of the Borough.

Water.
No adverse r:gmrts were made upon water samples taken ¢
year from any of the three water undertakings which supply th:

The only soft water supply in the district comes from the deep bor
owned by the Slough Estates Ltd. and the water continued to be up
usual standard of excellency, Apart from about 70 dwelling ho
supply is used exclusively by factories and canteens on the Slough T
Estate,

The Burnham, Dorney and Hitcham Waterworks Co. Li'x.i.',' '
supplies water to the western part of the Borough, showed no ck
the source of supply or treatment of the water during 1953, 32
were submitted for chemical and bacteriological analysis during |
and all proved satisfactory. 329 additional houses were supplied dufinj
the year and these were almost entirely accounted for by the Slough Cor
poration’s new housing estate at Burnham Priory. :

So far as the water supplied by the Slough Corporation is col
samples were taken weekly for analysis in the Town Hall Labo
an independent analyst tested samples each quarter. No new exter
were made during 1953 ; almost 15,000 houses with an estimated po
of nearly 60,000 persons within and without the Borough were se

16






In the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s section of the report will be found
details of the work which was done in 1953 and from it will be seen that
while the main efforts have been aimed towards im ments in trades
and premises which had not received attention in 1952, there has hgm
continuous watch kept upon those premises already dealt with and a ms ._eﬂ-
improvement has been noted. : .

The Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations, 1953

These regulations substitute a wider definition of food poisoning for
that given under the previous regulations of 1927 and also -":
precautionary measures which are now related to typhoid and paratyphoi
fevers or other salmonella infections, dysentery and staphylococcal infectios
likely to cause food poisoning.

Whereas the preventive measures could previously be takm only
against sufferers from one of these diseases they can now be taken
carriers and in either case not only can they be prevented from mnun
employment involving the handling of food but also from entering st

employment, ;

The local authority is enabled by the Regulations to authorise th
medical officer of health to serve notices in emergency to prevent tl
spread of these diseases and this the Slough Borough Council has ¢ oK © !
Any such emergency action must, of course, be reported to the authori
at the earliest possible opportunity. = , ;
Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Regulations, 1953. :

The Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Act was pasm:d in 1952 mﬂ .
main purpose was to prohibit the salf: or letting of unguarded electric fires,
gas fires or oil heaters so as to g:tvem many of the tragedies which occur
particularly in childhood and old age from fires which are not prote -n—-_.' '

Such an Act cannot be enforced from the moment it pasm 1 r-.-__'-, !
Parliament as time has to be allowed for the manufacture of new il
The 1953 regulations give 1st October, 1953, as the date after wlm:h all
heating appliances must be fitted with guards ; if, however, they were made
before that date they may be sold or let ungum:lcd until the end ptember,
1954, The regulations also lay down standards for the construction and
fitting of the guards.

STAFF MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.

Although many people vaguely realise that there must meﬂtahl
changes in the staffs of local authorities véry few probably know that
turnover is quite considerable over the period of a year.

i

Each new officer entering the service of the Slough Borough Cour
the local services of the Bucks County Council, a Teacher’s Tra.mmg Ca )
or commencing teaching in a County School for the first time is sub
to a full medical examination. Servants of the Slough Borough C
are also given an opportunity at certain specified times of enteri
Superannuation Scheme and then need a medical examination.

The medical examination is a very full one and needs bel:wun W
and thirty minutes for completion ; in addition, those coming lrﬁg
and continuous contact with children are subjcctﬁ:d to an X-ray examinatio,
of the chest. '

18



~ During 1953 no less than 138 officers and servants of the local authori-
‘ties were examined :(—

3 Slogpgh® Borough Council. ' .. ... 30

- EEEEaS ahTnty 'Cotne]l o T 60

Teaphers” Trainipg College 0" L0 .. 17

d e tor fesE fne” L, TR L 9

Servants entering Superannuation Scheme .. 22
LABORATORY.

During the year 1,319 examinations were undertaken in the Laboratory,
an increase of 20 upon the previous year,
A detailed analysis of the examinations undertaken is shown below :—

Positive Negative
s for Diphtheria Bacilli .. .. .. — 46
for Hum t;vt:u: Streptococci ... L L — 32
I:-a for Vincent’s Angina .. i o SO 5
for Tubercle Bacili ... 2 3 — 7
I ‘_ e for routine examination .. ... 117
aeces for organisms of Cﬂh]T}rphmd group ______ -— 24
d Counts B e B Sl 39
Blo l.'l L e 2
Us-

' Satisfactory  satisfactory
k samples :—

if8) ‘Phosphatase test ... ... .. .. 187 -

| Methylene bloe test ... ... . 204 1
;d) Coliform tmt S B - 63 16

Turbidi cﬂ .................. 7 =
Chemi tem for fats, solids and water 319 10

Drmhng e B 41 6
Swimming pool water ... .. .. 37 —

Lee l‘:l::lm s_lmp.l:s —

...... 148
i 1
Grade III 3 4
Grade IV .. 3

 If bacteria are present in ice-cream, and the ice-cream is mixed with a
solution of methylene blue and left under certain specified conditions, the
olour will disappear from the solution, the time taken depending upon the

mber of bacteria originally present. The time for this reaction to take
lace is noted and the ice-cream sample is then placed into one of four
' .':3-—- In general it may be said that Grades I and II are satisfactory

ile Grades III and IV are unsatisfactory, but the Health Department
_' ver be satisfied unless all samples fall into Grade I all the time,

v 'ﬂmugh sampling continues throughout the year, particular attention
d to ice-cream during the summer months when air temperatures are
r. This is because bacteria multiply more rapidly in higher tempera-
ares and strict standards of h}glene are more necessary although it is more
ifficult at this time for manufacturers to keep their samples in the higher

19
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|
The efforts made by the Sanitary Ins eﬁumﬁ to keep ice-cream factories.
under constant supervision have been well repaid as it will be seen from-the
table below that almost 959, of samples came within Grade I during 1953
The astonishing improvement since 1950 is well-shown by the table and _
one slight error by one factory can mean that several sam fall below

Grade 1 while investigations involving repeated samples and testing of the
plant are being -.:au:'rmﬁl out it will be seen that the manufacturing p
in the town now show a very high standard of hygiene.

Number of samples Pcm:ntage of mup]u '
1950 , 1951 | 1952 ; 1953 | 1950 | 1951 I!ﬂ 53 |

Grade Tooo: o SE 55 | 153 [ 103 | 148 | 43.7 | 769 | 83.7 | 94.9 |

Giade T s 50 | 21 6 1 | 397 |106] 49| 06

i

Grade Il .. .. 14 | 15 7 | e s ey

Grade IV | . . 1| | 7| 3] 55|50 57| S

BOROUGH MORTUARY.

Ninety post-mortem examinations were carried out during 1953 col
pared with 91 in 1952, 62 in 1951 and 85 in 1950, ]

I reported last year that certain improvements to the equipment wer
carried out during the year in order to maintain the facilities at and: ;;
required by the pathologists who have to undertake the post— 101!
examinations. j

No further improvements were necessary during 1953 but it is obviou
that the resources of the building were being stretched to full capacity upe
frequent occasions during the year.

As the pnpulaﬂnn of the area continues to grow it will pmbﬁ
be long before serious consideration has to be given to increas :
mortuary facilities of the district though best how this should be dbrﬁ‘-
matter which needs careful thought and consideration, .

HOME HELPS SERVICE
The Home Helps Service which is provided by the Bul:k:ﬂ
Council and run by a Home Help Organiser under the direction *
Medical Officer of Health as Area Medical Officer for SouthBucks, cor

its work during 1953 and the number of calls upon its resources was almo
exactly the same as in the previous year.

Details of the service are as follows :(—

§ -

No. of Home Helps as at : 31,12,52,
(o) Full-time) . jualy oce Ricecd S .

(EE) PADREINE o dnrni it ia s g sk s ol R .
No, of cases who received help during: 1952, |
fa), JNEnPe aick oo Tl 74 ':
(b) Chronic sick ... e e A 237 |
(c) Tuberculous ... Sy et 22 !
|5 ek b g i 0 é
G ] el ol 373 !
E
!












DIPHTHERIA.
Once again a nil return can be placed against this disease for the fifth
time running,
Although the disease has, however, suffered a major defeat by the
immunisation campaign it has not ceased to exist and if the appropriate

precautions are not continued diphtheria can once again get the upper hand
and take its toll of health and life,

The safety of children from this disease depends upon the great majority
being immunised against it, first of all in infancy, then at five years when
they first come into contact with large numbers of other children and
immunity has partly waned, and once again at 10 years of age. Un-
fortunately the number of parents who take active steps to have their children
immunised does depend,to some extent, upon fear of the disease and a
the memory of the suffering of children dies with time so does it becom
more difficult to immunise a satisfactory proportion of children.

With the advent of the mixed Whooping Cough/Diphtheria Vaccing
however, children can be given protection against Whooping Cough at the
same time as they receive their inoculations against diphtheria and althou
the protection given against the former is not so certain as the I:It‘cr, ]
prospect of relief is very acceptable to parents who still remember 3
still see the distressing signs and symptoms of whooping cough,

826 children were given an initial protection against Dip hthn:il
1953 as compared with 762 in 1952 and out of these no less than 669 w
given the combined D1phthcna,l'Perru5ﬂs Vaccine ; 1,212 chlld.t:n
received renewal or “booster” doses against Dlphthcna

There were, therefore, 64 more children %v:ﬂ primary m-:::mlau J
and 52 more “renewals” as compared with 1952

1'

!

WHOOPING COUGH. |

Whooping Cough was notified during each month of the j'ea.’l:
while there were no signs of a real outbreak most of the cases occu
August, when 35 notifications were received. The total number a
notified during the year was 143 and although this was 42 more tha
1952 it was lower than the average for the past ten years.

Indications showed that the disease continued, on the whole, to be
mild and that immunised children were less severely attacked than unim-
munised ones, The demand for protection against Whooping Coug
again in 1953 and the number immunised against this disease was 669 as
compared with 585 in 1952 and 508 in 1951, '

SCARLET FEVER. |

1 can find no record of more than 215 cases of Scarlet Fever ha
occurred in this Borough in one year : this was the number notified i
Once again there was no real signs of a true outbreak of this dis
while only August was apparently free from this trouble the largest i
occurred during the spring and early summer months,

The disease continued to be mild and there were no deaths,
cases were transferred to hospital but these were, in the main, .
because of difficulties in nursing at home rather than because of the severi!
of the condition,

Strict precautions are, of course, taken when contacts are in 0
where there is a great risk of conveying the disease to others, e.g.
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midwives and food handlers, but otherwise the restrictions placed upon
contacts are less rigid than was formerly the case because the germs causing
Scarlet Fever can also cause other conditions which are not notifiable and
may exist in the throats of otherwise healthy persons. To insist upon strict
quarantine and segregation would be illogical and economically unsound.

ERYSIPELAS.
This disease is caused by the same germ as that which gives rise to
Scarlet Fever and it might be expected that the incidence of erysipelas would
also be considerably higher than usual. Although the seventeen cases
recorded in 1953 was three more than in the previous year and was slightly
“above the average there was no real sign at any time of the year of a threat
of a serious increase in the disease, No cases needed admission to hospital

iﬂd there were no deaths from this cause,

! PNEUMONIA.
i There were 64 cases of Acute Primary and Influenzal Pneumonia notified
during 1953 and of these 29 occurred during the month of February while
e remainder were fairly evenly spread over the first and last quarters of
_"-'- year.
Thr.: number of notifications was much higher than usual and this is
perhaps rather surprising in a year when there was virtually no influenza,
uwent, the paragraph on the weather conditions prevailing during
‘ebruary, when most of the cases occurred, does show that the first part
the. monrh was cold with %:.les and snowstorms and there may be some
nnection between the weather and the high incidence of pneumonia in
ea.'rljr part of the year,

MEASLES.
, The biennial outbreak of measles had started in 1952 and although the
main peak of the outbreak occurred in November, 1952, a secondary peak
joccurred in February, 1953, and the number of cases then declined fairly
wly until the disease had virtually died out in this area after August.
t of the 526 cases which occurred during the year only two were admitted

10spital,

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.
There were 24 cases notified during 1953 compared with 26 in 1952.

omparison can only be made with one previous year as the regulations
ng milder cases of Puerperal Pyrexia to be notified only came into
on in August, 1951, and were therefore only in operation during one
vious complete year—-—l‘)ﬂ

Jn the table it will be seen that 23 out of the 24 cases are recorded as
tring in the Upton Ward and this is because nearly all cases of Puerperal
': :,':-n u:cumng in the Borough are treated at Upton Hospital.

- ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS (Infantile Paralysis).
ly seven cases of poliomyelitis were notified in the Borough in
ompared with 20 cases in 1952, 14 in 1951 and 15 in 1950, Of the
cases five were females and two were males ; five cases, three females
0 males, were paralytic and two were non-paralytic.
¢ cases were fairly evenly distributed throughout the year and the
riou ws_‘xds of the Borough and it was not possible to find any connection
) € Cascs,
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The number of cases notified in England and Wales as a whole was
roughly the same as in 1952 and it is impossible to say why Slough was
lucky in 1953 and not in the previous year. More information about the
method of spread of the disease is gradually becoming available and it is
hoped that sufficient will be known in the next few years to be able to limit
the spread of the disease even if, as appears very unlikely at present, a vaccine

which can prevent the illness does not become a

Paralytic Non-Paralytic Total
Ages ! _
Males Females Males Females Males Females

0— 1 - -— - 1 -
- . 1 — - = 1
15— 1 - - 1 1 |
2 : 1 = 3 2 1
35— - 1 - I 1
45—50 . - — 1 - o |
ToTaL 2 3 —_— 2 2 L]

FOOD POISONING. .
Only two small “incidents” of food poisoning were notified durmg;
the year.

}Zr[n the first “incident” the eldest and youngest members of a family |
(aged 69 and 3 years) were taken ill with vomiting and diarrhoea. In .,1
enquiry which followed notification suspicion fell upon a Yorkshire puddin ?
which had been made with duck egg and eaten by all the ﬁméy some.
forty-eight hours before. Samples of faeces were, therefore, taken from 2
members of the family and it was found that of the remaining three members,
only the breadwinner failed to show Salm. typhi-murium in his stools.

As he was a chef and, therefore, very actively engaged in food-handling J :
a very pretty problem of public health was posed. The family was,
tunately, very co-operative and intelligent and it was decided to rely upo:
good hygiene with health education and to allow the chef to remain ';_
work, faecal samples being taken every other day. This prov
very successful and although even with the help of the family doctor 2
members of the family were not clear from infections for some eight w
the head of the family never showed signs of infection and no fuxtbq
were reported. 1

This incident shows, I think, very clearly, that with good co-operation
of all members of a fﬂ.mﬂjr infection can be prevented from spre: Anc
even those engaged in food-handling can continue at work u.nd::
circumstances, _ r

The other “incident” was also confined to one family, All the famil)
had eaten a meal in which was included a Shepherd’s pie made from mea
which had originally been cooked some two days earlier. The onset :i,
diarrhoea and vomiting was sudden and severe and occurred within a £
hours of the meal in all members of the family. Toxin pmsonmg
therefore, suspected and coagulase positive staphylococcus aureus
grown both from the pie and from samples of vomit. I think there is
doubt that this was the cause of the poisoning and that the mfectu:na
been transmitted accidentally to the meat by some member of the £
who subsequently caused all to suffer.
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VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX.

The number of primary vaccinations against Smallpox was almost
exactly the same as in 1952 ; 465 as against 460, These two years show a
considerable increase, lmwevc: upon 1951 when only 343 primary vaccina-

tions were carried out, 348 of the 465 primary vaccinations were in
children under the age of 1 year.

The number of re-vaccinations fell steeply once again; from 171 in
1952 to 101 in 1953. In 1951 there had been 205 persons revaccinated.
‘The reasons for such considerable variations are not easy to find but the
absence of outbreaks of smallpox in this country undoubtedly influences
- the desire for vaccination. The laws of many countries require immigrants
to carry current certificates of vaccination and the number of revaccinations
‘carried out must vary to some extent with the number of persons emigrating
‘or travelling overseas. That this number is considerable is known as the
Medical Officer of Health must sign each International Certificate of Vaccina-
tion to the effect that the signature of the doctor carrying out the vaccination
is authentic,

TUBERCULOSIS.

Survey by Mass X-Ray Unit.

The Mass X-Ray Unit No. 5A of the North-West Metropolitan Regional

pspital Board carried out another Mass X-Ray Survey in Slough starting
fs .ﬂpﬂl almost exactly two years after the original survey of 1951, Once
again the demand for chest X-rays was so great that the unit had to make an
extended visit but owing to previous engagements it was not possible to
it in the additional fortnight required until November,

In 1951 the unit stayed for a total of three months and X-rayed 19,614
<fpersons, but in 1953 the work of the unit was speeded up to such an extent
, dflitha 18,125 chest X-rays were taken in two months, miniature films at an
of 500 examinations each day being done on 4-} or 5 days each week
stead of on 3 days as in 1951.

By far the greatest number, no less than 15,049 out of 18,125 asking for
thest X-rays, came as members of organised groups, the proportion of
en being rather higher than in 1951, From these groups 23 cases of
imonary tuberculosis were discovered giving a rate of 1.5 cases per 1,000
amined compared with 29 cases and a rate of 1.8 in 1951,

The general public were given an opportunity of attending over the
hole of the initial period of 6 weeks by means of appointments which could
¢ made at various booking centres scattered throughout the Borough.
e response was, perhaps, rather disappointing as only 3,076 members
" public were X-rayed compared with more than 3,900 in 1951.  How-
E:'I.lt of 3,000 examined six cases of pulmunary tuberculosis were

The grand total number of active and presumed active cases of
: y tuberculosis discovered was 29. The number of cases per 1,000
mined, 1.6, was exactly the same as in 1951.

|II L] 1

me the fact that the proportion of active cases was almost exactly
same as in 1951 the importance of biennial surveys is again emphasised,
‘in addition to this the great need for periodic inspections of those
veen tht. ages of 15 and 44 is shown. Out of the 29 cases discovered 10
been examined previously by the unit in 1951 and eight of these were
-th:: ages of 15 and 35. The great majority, however, showed signs
0ld tuberculosis which had become active again,
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Table GRAND TOTALS
A,
Year of Survey 1951 1953
No, Xerayed . o 19,614 18,125
Mo doases; ooy 7 [icsesys Lher  pris e 32 20
" No. of cases per 1,000 examined ... 1.6 1.6
Table AmnavLysis oF AcTivE Cases
B.
No. of persons pre- No., of persons not
viously X-rayed in | 7,519 | previously X-rayed |10,606
1951 in 1951
MNo. Cases 10 Mo, Cases 19
Per thousand 1.3 | Per thousand 1.8
Table Active Cases py Acrs—Born Sunvers
C. 15—24 25—34 35—44 45—59 6l and over
M-. I F- ‘ M- | F-. M- I F- 1 Mr | F+ | Mﬁ ! Fi
NIRRT

In addition to tuberculosis there were, of course, a number of other
abnormal chest conditions discovered and where necessary patients were,
teferred to their own doctors for advice and treatment, :
I sincerely hope it will be possible for the Mass X-ray Unit to visi
Slough regularly as not only is an opportunity given for dis ing hithe
unsuspected cases of tuberculosis but good conditions are s
encouraging further X-rays of old cases and contacts thereby addi
measures by which spread of the disease can be checked.

(b) New Cases,
In my report for 1952 I made the following remarks :—
“It is indeed pleasing to find a reduction in the number of cases fe
orted, 1 would hesitate to say, however, that there had been a change if
the trend of notification, as it must be remembered that a Mass X-ray Ui
visited the town in 1951 and there is little doubt that some cases which woule
have remained unsuspected were found during that survey. A
Should 1953* which is a year for a Mass X-ray Unit visit again shi
decrease in notification there will indeed be some cause for optimism.”
The 1953 figures do show, indeed, the cause for optimism which
mentioned in the above paragraphs as the number of new cases of p
tuberculosis notified drt;gped from 71 in 1952 to 55 in 1953
pulmonary notifications also fell, from 9 to 4. This fall or.:curmi i
of the visit of the Mass X-ray Unit which, as mentioned above, discovete
29 cases which needed notification. -
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Although “‘notification” has now reached a higher level of
than ever before there must still, of course, be some people who have active
lung tuberculosis without knowing it and for this reason it is impossible
to be sure that the apparent rapid fall in the incidence of tuberculosis can
be expected to continue, or even, perhaps, to be as real as it seems, but
it does seem as if, at last, tuberculosis is on the decline in this town.

As remarked in previous years, however, it is expected that the incidence
of tuberculosis will be very high among the newcomers on the L.C.C,
estates at Langley and Farnham Royal and the overall picture of tuber-
culosis in the area may become somewhat confused for that reason. It
may be possible to keep some clarity by the separation of statistics locally.

The Chest Clinic at Windsor is still working to its full capacity and the
North-West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board has agreed to build a
new Chest Clinic in the grounds of Upton Hospital,

It is expected that the building will be commenced, if not completed,
in 1954, :

The next table shows the sex and age incidence of primary notifications
in 1953. It is interesting to see that there is a fairly even spread of disease
in males between the ages of 15 and 55 while female cases occur almost
entirely between 15 and 35,

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
Apge in years 3 |
Males Females Males Females ‘J
00— e ik - | & 3
P O | - - - -
S— [ - et 2 - - 1
15— EETR B - 11 4 - 1
P NN [ 5 8 - 2
In— Ll e po 7 3 - -
A= e b e Tid 7 1 = -
55— el s 5 - - -
65 and over .. .. = 1 :
Tatal e 37 18 = 4

(c) MNotification Register.

The number of cases remaining on the Notification Register on 31
December, 1953, was as follows :—

Pulmonary Non-Puilmonary
Males Females Total Males Females
367 282 649 44 52

It will be realised that this is the total number of cases on the
at the end of 1953, It includes not only those who were notified
first time as suffering from tuberculosis while living in the Boroug
also those who, alreaﬁjr suffering from the disease, have come from els
to live in the town,
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. Conversely, of course, those who were originally notified in Slough
and have now left are no longer on the register here but will be on the
 register of the Medical Officer of Health of the district to which they have

B mt
(d) Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis,
- Tuberculosis can affect many part of the body apart from the lungs.

Four new cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis were notified during
‘the yeatr and the disease occurred in the following sites :—

Males Females
i Glands ... - &
Skin s e - 1
Fallopian tubes.... 1
Nil 4

(e) B.C.G. Vaccination. :

The trials which are being carried out by the Medical Research Council
in Slough and other selected places throughout the country to discover the
exact part which B.C.G. vaccination has to play in the prevention of tuber-
culosis continued during 1953,

The doctor in charge of the trials reported that those who have been
aking part responded extremely well in attending for follow-up
examinations. I know that the follow-up rate has been over 909 and it
speaks very highly of a proportion of the young people of Slough who were
given B.C.G. as school leavers and have been attending follow-up examina-
tions from industry, shops, offices, etc., over a period of two years.

- The results of the M.R.C. trials are expected to be published either
next year or in 1955,

. B¥E) Deaths from Tuberculosis.
| The deaths from tuberculosis during 1952 totalled only six and all of
these were due to the pulmonary form of the disease,

~  This gives a death rate per thousand of the population of 0.09 from
pulmonary and from all forms of tuberculosis,

| While the death rate from tuberculosis has been falling quite steadily
or a number of years the rate for 1953 is really remarkable. The numbers
b0 which the rates are based, however, are only small and one or two extra
)t fewer deaths can mean quite a change in the death rate so that while I
nink it justified to say that everything points towards a continuation of the
crease of tuberculosis death rates, it would be wrong necessarily to expect
pat the rate recorded for 1954 will be lower.

There is no doubt that the new drugs such as Streptomycin, Para-
mino-salicylic acid (P.A.S.) and Isoniazid have brought about a remarkable
gcrease in the death rate from tuberculosis and for this there is much to be
nkful and now that there appears to be hope for further reduction in

¥ cases perhaps the day when tuberculosis will be under control is not

i il

Death from tuberculosis occurred in only one person not previously
fied as suffering from the disease. In this case the information came
b the inward transferable death slip some 23—3 months later.
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Pulmonary

Death rate

Year Population Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary. per 1,000

Males Females | Males Females | population
1940 60,670 11 15 2 3 0.43
1941 65,350 14 18 4 6 0.49
1942 64,420 11 13 3 2 0.37
1943 62,960 19 13 1 - 0.51
1944 61,250 18 14 4 1 0.52
1945 60,220 14 12 5 1 0.43
1946 63,040 16 17 2 1 0.52
1947 64,240 17 10 2 4 0.42
1948 66,060 17 12 2 2 0.44
1949 66,610 13 o - - 0.33
1950 66,340 10 3 1 2 0.19
1951 66,439 10 6 1 - 0.24
1952 66,730 11 3 1 1 0.21
1953 66,950 5 1 - - 0.09

IV. MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRES.

All the Maternity and Child Welfare Centres, of which there are five if
the Borough, continued to function during the year, and as there were n
changes of centres or of the times of sessions there is little need for me t
print a list in this report.

The welfare centre in Burnham Village, just outside the Boroug
boundary has, however, become much busier during the year owing to th
population which has moved to the new Borough Housing Estate
Burnham Priory. ,

“ Toddlers’ ” clinics which have been held regularly, although mo:
infrequently than “infant” centres, have continued to be popular and a
held at the following times,

Centre. Location. Sessions,
Cippenham. Central Hall, Bower  5th Friday at 2 p.m.
Way.
Slough Health Burlington Road. 1st Thursday at 2 p.m,
Centre, ¢
St. Michael’s,  Slough Community 2nd Wednesday, Mar., June, Sef
Centre Farnham Dec., at 2 p.m, !
Road.

Wexham Road. Wexham Road S5th Friday at 2 p.m,
Community Centre,

A doctor is in attendance at each of these clinics and in order to mj
sure that the doctor has time to make a comprehensive survey of the cf
in conjunction with the mother, an appointment system is in force,
appointments or invitations are normally issued by the Health Visite
and the response has been found to be very good ; if any mother feels
would like to attend any of the clinics with her toddler she may always

the Health Visitor for an appointment.
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DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION CLINICS.

. Although no changes were made in the immunisation clinics d
1953 some have occurred by the time this report is printed and so a
list of present clinics is given below,

A special clinic was held at Langley once a month, but the numbers
attending did not really justify, of late, the special attendance of a doctor.
It was decided, therefore, to hold the munumsauon clinic in conjunction
'mth the normal infant welfare centre as is done in all other centres in the

n with the exception of Cippenham, where a special immunisation

sion is still held,

Centre Sessions
Cippenham ... ... M 1st Thursday, 10,30 a.m.
arnpley ony | fes o LA L 2nd Tuesday, 2 p.m.
Slough Health Centre.. ... .. Mondays, 2,30 p.m. and

Thursdays, 9.30 a.m,
St. Michael’s ... it . 22 1st Monday, 2 p.m.
Wexham Road ... .. Gl 2nd Friday, 2 p.m.

ANTE-NATAL AND POST-NATAL CLINICS.

Location Ante-Natal Clinic Post-Matal Clinic
_;; pton Hospital Mondays, 10.30 a.m. Fridays, 2.30 p.m.
i (first bookings)

Mondays, 2.30 p.m.
Thursdays, 2.30 p.m.

Canadian Red Cross Memorial Mondays, 10 a.m. Mondays, 11 am.
Hospital Out-Patient Dept. {first bookings)

{Hut behind Community Centre,
Famham Road.)

. In addition to these clinics there is 2 Midwives’ Ante-Natal Clinic held
it the Health Centre, Burlington Road, for those cases whose confinements

i takt. ax:t at home, In these cases, post-natal care is undertaken by

ANTE-NATAL BLOOD TESTS.

_ Routine examinations of the blood of expectant mothers has continued
thc kind assistance of the Pathologist at the Canadian Red Cross
-morial Hospital, Taplow. The incompatibility which sometimes arises
-" g tD differences in the Rhesus factor of the father’s and mother’s blood
not be altered, but steps can be taken to minimise this effect and the

cess of these measures has been shown by the great reduction in infant
ths from this cause.

. SCHOOL CLINICS.

These clinics are part of the School Health Service and are available

L ch'l.ld.rcn of school age attending County schools and also to those
Nursery Schools. All clinics are held at the Burlington Road

Ctnt::e. A Minor Ailments Clinic is held every morning by Health

ors and a doctor is in attendance on Thursday mornings. Visits to

| j entists or Eye Specialists are arranged by appointment.
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A Diphtheria Immunisation Clinic is held on Thursday mornings at
9.30 a.m,

The Child Guidance Clinic which was started in 1952 continued to
function in 1953 and as it was possible to obtain all the essential staff to
enable the team to function effectively the work carried out was even more
satisfactory than it had been in the previous year.

MARRIED WOMEN'S ADVISORY CLINIC

Community Centre, Farnham Road ... ..  Wednesdays 2—#9.:#.
(Entrance—Buckingham Avenue) ,

Health Centre, Burlington Road o E ! Fridays, 2.30—4 p.m.

DAY NURSERY.

There is now one day nursery in the town and it is run by the Healtk
Department of the Bucks County Council. Children from 0 to 3 yes
are cared for at the premises at—

Penn Road, Manor Park, Slough.

Applications for admission should be made to the Area Medic:
Officer, *“ Glenhartie,” 15, Bath Road, Slough,

RESIDENTIAL NURSERY. )

The Children’s Committee of the Bucks County Council is responsib

for residential children’s homes and although there are other homes situates
throughout the county, the only home in Slough is at * Brookside,” Sal
Hill. Applications for admission to a children’s home should be ol d
direct to the Children’s Officer, 22, Silver Street, Aylesbury. Accommods
tion is restricted and although every effort is made to admit urgent case
there can be no guarantee that a child can be admitted to any parti
nursery.

V. HOSPITAL SERVICES.

The Borough of Slough is served by the following hospitals as
maternity homes, the majority of which are situated outside the Boroug

General Hospitals.
Upton Hospital, Albert Street, Slough
King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor
Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital, Taplow.
Old Windsor Hospital, Old Windsor.
Iver, Denham and Langley Cottage Hospital, Iver.

Infectious Diseases Hospitals.

Maidenhead Isolation Hospital,
St. John’s Hospital, Uxbridge.

Venereal Diseases.

The nearest treatment centres are :—
King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor.
Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading,
Hillingdon Hospital, Hillingdon.
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New Legislation.

~ The principal new legislation during the year with which the Sanitary
nspector is concerned, was the introduction of the following :—

(a) Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953, which
provides for the making of Closing Orders in lieu of Demolition
Orders, in respect of dwelling-houses when it is expedient for a
local authority to take such a course for the preservation of adjoin-
in buildings.

(b) Slaughter of Animals (Pigs) Act, 1953, which, when it comes into

operation in 1954, will provide for the compulsory stunning of
| pigs slaughtered outside slaughterhouses.

(¢) Merchandise Marks Act, 1953, which amends the Act of 1887
in relation to false trade description of goods.

(d) Orders made under the Defence (Sale of Food) Regulations, 1943,

which provide for food standards in relation to Ice Cream,
Preserves and Soft Drinks.

(e) Cream and Use of Milk (Revocation) Order, 1953, which removed
restrictions on the manufacture and sale of cream and permirted

the use of liquid cow’s milk in the preparation or manufacture of
certain specified articles of food.

~ In addition to the above-mentioned legislation, an outstanding feature
1br: year so far as Sanitary Inspectors are concerned, was the publication
T_he Report of the Working Party on the Rec:rmtmcnt Training and
ification of Sanitary Inspectors. The Working Party under the Chair-
ip of Sir John Maude, k.C.B., K.B.E., was set up by the Minister of
r.h, whose decision upon the Repm:t is now awaited with interest,

SECTION B.

4 HOUSING.
Ibsolescent Houses.

‘As mentioned in previous Reports, there are some 300 dwelling-houses
*- the Borough awaiting action under the demolition and clearance
ovisions of the Housing Acts, 1936 to 1949, the condition of which
: - s more dilapidated with passing years. With the passage through
iament of the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill, it is anticipated that the
feparation of a comprcl%cnmvc programme for deahng with this matter
a limited period, is imminent,
It will, of course, be appreciated that this action will increase the
nd for housing accommodation in the district as in many cases applica-
fDr Council houses will not have been made for families who will be

In the meantime, action is being taken to ensure that these houses are

in a mthtrprﬂﬂf condition by the execution of such first-aid repairs
y be necessary,

n addition to the above-mentioned houses, there are also a number

standard houses, which have a life estimated not to exceed twent
8, and once the initial problem of clearance has been dealt with, these
nises will gradually rank for consideration.

T
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Property Works Executed Cost.

5 5. d,
| 21, Chalvey Road West. Housing Act, 1936, Section 9. 7% g
Il 11 Stoke Road. 33 23 s 2 23 99° 2 0
7 Station Road, Cippenham gk 7 g
High Streaet, vey. Hc—u.smg Act, 1936, Section 9
and Sloug h Corporation Act,
1949, Secti::-n it 5 213:120°9
11, Darvill’s Lane Public Health Act, 1936, Section
- 75. 17 0
e Wd_'u'lg',

The actual degree of overcrowding within the Borough at the present
ime is not known, but the post-war programme of the Council for the
trection of new houses has been the means of remedying several cases of
ross overcrowding of dwelling-houses, and there is every reason to believe
hat the position is improving. Only fifteen complaints of overcrowding

f houses were received.

~ Under the provisions of the Housing Act, 1936, it is necessary to

“;'lu living rooms as sleeping rooms and often one finds that houses
cupied by families living under extremely congested conditions are not

ercrowded within the meaning of the Act.

| When the provision of new houses in the district reaches some degree
 finality, and the programme for the clearance and demolition of unfit
puses has been dealt with, it will probably be considered opportune to
ake an overcrowding survey of the Borough,

There were no a;sph:atinns received for licences under Section 61 of
: Q'Iou.smg Act, 1936, to permit temporary overcrowding.

“Permitted numbers” of dwelling-houses were from time to time
plied upon request to property owners and agents and upon searches

g made of the Land ges Register.

uncil Housing Estates.

) Housing Allocation.

Eighty-nine applications for Council houses were investigated for the
ose of making recommendation to the Tenancy and Arrears Committee
the award of polnts in relation to insanitary or sub-standard accommoda-
i under the Housing Points Scheme., On a number of occasions similar
ation was obtained at the request of other local authorities in cases
l:lmr applicants resided within the Borough of Slough. Close co-
fion is maintained with the Housing Section of the Corporation in
s relating to rehousing, including the reviewing of changed circum-
s of applicants,

'Cmn? Housing Estates,

Ihe following inspections of houses situated at Council housing estates
carried out by the Department :—

n" Exchanges and !ﬁnsi"e:s of tenanqr ................ 36

(i) Overcrowding AR, L R - 28
) Keeping of poultry ... .. Sk g A SRpar ¥ 19
iv) Infestation by vermin .. Bun gk Mool 46
¥) Rodent infestation (officers) b Reapmeye: - 5
. (rodent ﬂperatr:-rs] .................. 693

- Infestation by wasps, flies, ants, etc. .. L in) oo ] 57
Follow-up and miscellaneous visits ... A AT 2111383
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(c) Temporary Camp Hutments,
So far as the Department was concerned, no outs difficultie
occurred in connection with the several ex-army camps within Borough
now used as temporary housing accommodation some 260 fam
‘a]tht}ugh complaints received from tenants made a substantial ﬁmount
inspection necessary. 3

Moveable Dwellings.

Apart from holiday makers, those who occupied moveable dwel
a decade ago did so mainly from choice. Nowadays the caravan
become a substitute for a permanent home and throughout the col
their increased numbers are directly proportionate to the scarcity of tra
tional housing accommodation.

In the year 1943, four licences were issued, whereas at the end of the
year under review a total of 78 moveable dwellings had been licensed by
the Council under the Public Health Act, 1936,

In addition to the twelve-monthly licensing under the Public Health
Act, 1936, the siting of moveable dwellings requires the consent ﬂf
Council under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. Although tl
is a good measure of co-operation between the Dcpmment and the of
of the Area Planning Authority, the public health and planning aspe
moveable dwellings are different and the two governing statutes are d
to co-ordinate, and quite often the result is as embarrassing for the C
as it is fmstratlng to the applicant.

During the year the Borough Council refused to grant licences fo
three caravans on land off Upton Court Road and as a result an appeal wa
heard in respect of one of them at the Slough Petty Sessional Court, ;
the Council’s decision was upheld. Subsequently the three caravans wer,
removed from the site. .

Constant observation was necessary to ensure that all camping sit
were maintained in a satisfactory condition and also to prevent unautk
land being used by moveable dwellings. In this connection 742 1
were made by the district sanitary inspectors.

Rent Restrictions Certificates. r
Thete were no applications received for certificates l:e]atmg e

condition of repair nll) dwelling-houses, in pursuance of the

Mortgage Interest Restrictions Acts, 1920-1939,

Information re Local Land Charges. .

R:quests for information as to outstanding statutory notices, or 'ﬂ‘ 1¢
made in respect of dwelling-houses, were supplied upon request for offic
search of the Land Charges Registtr in respect of 940

Disinfestation of Verminous Premises. .

There was an increase over recent years ingthe number of comp
relating to the infestation of dwelling-houses by vermin, some 74
tions being received. Extermination treatment was carried out
Department in respect of 26 houses, of which 7 were Council pra
including the treatment of bedding, etc., at the steam dl,smfecdnn _
No recurrence of infestation was rcpnrrcd ]

The homes of certain Frﬂﬁpcctive Council house tenants ¥
examined for the presence of vermin,
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SECTION C.

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

_ The importance to the community of the degree of thoroughness with
‘which duties arising under this heading are carried out, cannot be over-
estimated, They cover a wide range and include the inspection of meat
other foods, as to their fitness for human consumption, the bacterio-
ical and other examinations of milk and ice-cream, the control of
hositional standards and qu:.lit:,rdnf foods and drugs, and the protection
jgfxru.rchuqr against false trade descriptions and advertisements relating
| These duties also embrace the inspection of premises of all kinds at
which food is manufactured, prepared, stored or sold, for the purpose of
ensuring that the highest standards of hygiene are observed not only in
ion to the ﬁnﬁlrcmlscs themselves, but also the food handlers employed
but by no means the least important, the vehicles used

r the mnsportauan and distribution of food.

- This section of public health work demands much time and thought
-_ i ﬂ;e activities of the Department are summarised under the following

B .-_-+--.- of Food Premises and Food Handling.

The cause of clean food has again been stressed during the year, when
,245 visits were made to premises used for the sale, storage, manufacture
r preparation of foodstuffs intended for human consumption,

In the main there is little doubt that the standard of cleanliness of these
emises is maintained at a reasonably high level and it is pleasing to be

to report that much has been achieved without recourse to legal pro-
: There is, however, room for improvement in some respects.

’. - Towards a satisfactory and clean food goal there are two independent
ain avenues of approach. The one may be described as official control,
- is, the business of the Sanitary Inspector, and here it would appear
it the answer lies in the frequent routine inspection of premises and equip-
includmg the direct approach to the food handler. The other is the
surchaser, who can made a considerable contribution by refusing to tolerate
nditions of cleanliness or habit which leave something to be desired.
Examples are the licking or wetting of fingers before using wrappin
; handling food by hand wheﬁ otherg:c:;uipmcnt is orgshwﬁ:llj bg
E There are many opportunities for the customer to make his or
own observation as to whether or not food is carelessly handled or
onably exposed to contamination, There is ample evidence that
blic are becoming more hygiene conscious and it is satisfyin
to report an increasing degree of co-operation between members
.pub]ic and the Department on matters concerned with clean food.

the *jrear the trade-by-trade food hy ﬁ]me survey of food premises
; comprehensive survey of all fish shops was undertaken
ards r,hu.': ¢nd the year retail grocery premises began to receive
artment’s special attention,

In nﬁhng these detailed surveys, our endeavour is to raise the standard
L food hygiene above that which can be legally enforced. This is not
Ways an easy matter. In many other spheres of his work the Sanitary
1spector can fall back on the strict requirements of the law, but in food
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hygiene he attempts to get the best conditions possible and this can only
be achieved by a tactful approach and invitation for co-operation,

As the survey of each particular trade is completed, the premises are
classified into categories A, B and C. At the end of 1953, the classification
of the trades so far surveyed was as follows :— : ' :

Category™* Catering Establishments Butchers Shops Fish SJWF

A 3 30 5
B 31 15 17
- -
C 6 2 PV
Total 68 47 : 27

*A. Those establishments at which the premises, methods practised

and the personnel are found to be well above the minimum st:

tory and byelaw requirements, and where encouragement t

maintain or even to improve upon the present standard can b

given to advantage.

B. Establishments at which the hygienic conditions only comply

with the minimum statutory and byelaw requirements, but with|

efforts on an advisory basis a higher standard will no doubt b

obtained.

C. Those premises at which conditions are found to leave much to

be desired and to fall below statutory and byelaw requiremen

In these cases considerable effort continual attention by tl

district sanitary inspectors will be necessary for some time

come,

In general fish shop premises and equipment were found to be w

maintained. The majority of our fish supplies are still transported from ¢

wholesaler at the ports to the retailer in wooden boxes, e wooden b

is absorbent, difficult to clean and generally unsatisfactory. They

gradually being replaced by the more hygienic metal boxes, but the proc

is very slow,
There exists within the fish trade some opposition towards the

shop front and in the local shops with open fronts, propri were.

too ready to alter these long standing and traditional arrangements, Tl

have been, however, numerous interviews and discussions with the trader

concerned on this point, resulting in a good measure of success. Member

of the Health and Sanitation Committee have already stated that they favou

the closed shop front for all food premises. o

The surveys we are making are proving of value not only by sect
improvements in buildings and equipment, but also in providing an occa
for health education, Every opportunity is taken to stress upon man
ments and staff the importance of cleanliness in food handling and we
that it is resulting in a better appreciation of food hygiene principles.

The majority of food traders in the town continue to display the no
seeking the co-operation of the public to keep dogs out of their prem
Unfortunately, however, some of these notices have found the
somewhat inconspicubus places rather than in the shop window or on'th
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- Clean Food Byelaws.

. Sinn: the coming into operation in August 1950, there has been no
sion to institute legal proceedings under these Bye:law:?. and it may be
tlut their provisions are well observed.

Milk md Dairies.
- The milk supply of the Borough and the surrounding area is to a
grea extent centralised at three pasteurising establishments, in respect of
which licences are granted by the Corporation in pursuance of the Milk
Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations, 1949
ind 1950.
-'. *  An Order made by the Ministry of Food under the Food and Drugs
~ (Milk, Dairies and Artificial Cream) Act, 1950, declared the area of “Reading
~ and District,” comprising several local authurit].r districts including the
 Borough of Slough, a “Specified Area” for the sale of milk by retail, with
. _',...,. om 2nd December, 1953, The Order requires that all milk retailed
-must conform to the requirements of the Milk (Special Designation) Orders,
1 rel ﬁIgg to both Taw and heat-treated milks.

Fnr some years your officers have sought to discourage the sale of
e milk by retail delivery or in small general and other shops. They
similarly discouraged the bottling of milk at small, inadequately
d and otherwise unsuitable dairies. This has resulted in most
retailers receiving milk ready-bottled at the wholesale dairies, with
risk of contamination thereby reduced to a minimum. In view of the
ilk supply of the Borough being already sold under special designations,
he Order relating to Specification of Areas has not made any change of
- procedure necessary among our retailers,
_ Fifty persons were registered by the Corporation as Distributors of
filk and nine premises as Dairies at December, 1953, During the year
district sanitary inspectors made 142 inspections of dairies and these
nises were found to be maintained in a satisfactory condition,

I am pleased to report that very few instances of the misuse of milk
: , inefficiently cleansed bottles, or of foreign bodies in milk, have
‘to the notice of the Department.

It is the aim of the Department to maintain a milk supply of the highest
jienic standard of quality and I am grateful to our milk traders whose
peration in this campaign has made the achievement possible.
Sixty licences were issued in pursuance of the Milk (Special Designation)
ors, as follows :—

Biegler's (Pasteuriser’s) Licences ... ... .. 3
Dealer’s Tuberculin Tested Milk Licences .. 9
Dealer’s Pasteurised Milk Licences .. b 9
-,Dea._[cr’s Stérilised Milk Licences ... .. 34

- Supplementary Licences .. .. s 0

::j'-.j;;,.ﬂ. ogical Examination of Milk.

- A constant and important feature of our activities is the control of
ne It supplies of the Borough by means of frequent sampling, both at
iries from which milk is distributed and also in the course of

It is an asset which cannot be too highly valued to have a laboratory
t hand in the Department at which routine milk and other samples can be
. o
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examined, During the year 211 samples of milk were submitted for
examination for bacteriological quality and efficiency of heat-treatment and
it is worthy of particular note that only one sample of pasteurised milk failed
to comply with the prescribed conditions of licensing. The results are
detailed in Table No. 4. A number of milk bottle rinses were also examined
bacteriologically.

As in previous years, monthly returns were made to the Ministry of
Food, Milk Division, upon samples of milk procured from our three licensed
pasteurisation plants, one of which operates on the “high-temperature short-
time" process, and two on the “holder™ process.

TABLE No, 4,
Bacteriological Examination of Milk.

Number of | Number of Samples

| _ Classification Samples —

; Tested Passed Failed
Pasteurised Milk ... .. .. .. 116 115 18

| Tuberculin-Tested (Pasteurised) Milk 78 78 e
Tuberculin-Tested Milk .. . Segty: 9 9 i
Sterilised Milk ... ... . 7 7 -5
MNon-designated, raw Milk... .. 1 1 o

Manufacture, Storage and Sale of Ice-Cream.

Only six registered premises are now used for the manufacture
ice-cream, which, like milk has, for economic reasons, tended to become
concentrated in large-scale manufacture and distribution. In one instan
the ‘complete cold-mix’ method was carried out,

One hundred and forty-nine premises have been mg;istercd for
sale of ice-cream, including 17 applications approved by the Borough Counell
during the year. In addition, ice-cream is now sold at most restaurants
etc., cinemas and canteens, which premises are not subject to registr

by the Local authority.

Although, to some extent, the demand for ice-cream is seasonal, ca
attention is given to the conditions under which it is manufactured, stoge
and sold, all the year round, and 260 visits to registered and other premise
were made by your officers for the Purp-c}se of ensuring compliance with
Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1937-1952, the maintenance
good standard of hygiene, and for procuring samples for examinatio

This has produced encouraging results for with improved condition
of premises and methods, it is unusual to receive adverse reports upo
- samples of ice-cream. Of 156 samples procured for bacteriological exar

tion for advisory purposes, including samples from restaurants,
snack-bars, all but 7 samples complied with the conditions recomm
the Ministry of Health, and were graded as satisfactory. This is
improvement on the results of previous years, The majority of sh
sell ice-cream pre-packed, thereby eliminating the risk of cont
“after wholesale distribution,

S
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|
. Whenever adverse reports upon samples were received, special follow-
up visits were made by the district sanitary inspectors and the causes of
| such results have most frequently been found to be inadequate cleansing
| or inefficient sterilisation.
i Special attention is given to itinerant vendors of ice-cream, including
those entering the Borough from outside districts, but it is not too easy a
matter, owing to the irregularity of such visits. Generally, the vehicles
land tricycles of itinerant vendors have been found to be in a cleanly condition.

l It is pleasing to record the restoration in June, 1953, of the statutory
minimum standard of fat-content for ice-cream of 5 per cent,  Of 24 informal
samples examined in the Department laboratory, only one sample was found
to be below the legal limit, and the average fat-content of these samples was
0.3 per cent,

Preparation or Manufacture of Preserved Foods.

. At the close of the year there were 55 premises registered under Section
14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, for use for the preparation or manu-
acture of sausages or potted, pressed, pickled or preserved food intended
or sale, which processes include the cooking of meat and fish,

| The premises have been regularly inspected, 318 visits having been
hade by the district sanitary inspectors who found conditions to be generally
tisfactory. Samples of food products were also submitted for examination
'om time to time.

akehouses.

| Bakehouses under the supervision of your officers include those
Femises registered as factories and also the smaller bakehouses operated
¢ individual persons or families. There are no basement bakehouses
ithin the Borough,

! Premises on Register e STTERE L W T
' Inspections by District Sanitary Inspectors ...
. Notices served re Contraventions ot holsss

wE R

bod and Drugs (Compositional standard and quality).

', During the year under review the Corporation “sampling officers™
pecured some 601 samples of foods and drugs, representing 9.0 samples
f thousand of the estimated population based upon the Registrar-General’s
ure of 66,950 for 1953, as compared with 487 samples during the previous

::.:jﬂ' these samples, 233 were submitted to the Public Analyst, Mr. Eric
elcker, A.r.C.5, F.I.C., and the following informal samples were tested
pur Department laboratory :—

. . L .. bl S HEPY 322 samples
I EREEE s . S 0 A o 2

BRGNS o . R ol : AL

| AAs in previous years, samples of milk were procured periodically upon
Wery at establishments within the Borough, of the Windsor Group
pital Management Committee.

'Fn average chemical quality of the milk samples examined was fat
%6 and solids-not-fat 8,939, which is well above the minimum presump-
eeal standard,

R
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Following the revokation of the Ministry of Food Order which con-
trolled the composition of sausages, twenty-three samples of this commodity
were procured for analysis and in all cases were found to be well above the
minimum standards provided by the Order,

Table No. 5 sets out particulars of the articles of foods and drugs
subrmttnd for analysis, of which the Public Analyst reported adversely upon
smnﬁples ot 3.8%, of the samples submitted to h:m, as compared with 4,39

in 1952 ; 3.6%, in 1951 and 2.49%, in 1950.

The institution of summary proceedings was only found to be necessary
in one instance, Particulars of the administrative action taken in respec
of those samples which were the subject of adverse analytical reports ar
set out in Table No. 6.

Preservatives and Colouring Matter.

Ninety-nine samples of foods were examined by the Public Analys
for the presence of prohibited preservative and colouring matter.  All th
samples were found to be satisfactory in this respect. -

Labels and Advertisements.

A particularly interesting and important activity of the De
has been that of keeping a close watch upon the character of the bt.ls
various pre-packed foods and also of advertisements for food appeari {,
newspapers and periodicals,

Since the introduction of the Defence Sale of Food Regulations, 1 %
and the Labelling of Food Orders, a cﬂnmderahlc 1mp1'uvemenr has t:
place, insofar as “highly exaggerated” or “over-optimistic™ statements ¢
food labels and in advertisements, obviously intended to falsely describe t
food or otherwise mislead the pur:-::hascr as to its nature, suhstance -'f'
quality and in particular, its nutritional or dietary value, do not now 3
in so obvious a form as previously,

During the past year, the labels of all foods manufactured in the Borou
were carefully checked with the certificates of analysis of those articles, |
in no instance was a contravention of the relevant statutory provisions fou

In scruatinizing advertisements for food which appeared in daily ne
papers and popular weekly publications, it was observed that there -
tendency for certain firms to make claims of vitamin, mineral and te
properties of their products without complying with the provisions of
Labelling Order, 1953. The Order requires that if any claim is m: ."
such properties, then detailed information in specified form, includin
quantity in international units, must be given, "
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TABLE No. 5.

Summary of Food and Drugs Samples Submitted to the Public Analyst

Procured Adulterated
Formal |Informall Formal |Informal
FOODS :
Almonds, ground .. 1
Apple jélly . . E . 1
Arrowroot . .. w0 ) e = 1
Baking powder .. . .. .- 1
Beans in tomato sauce . e 1
Peer . | o L s e R P 24
Bread (containing foreign matter) ... 1 1
Butter . ] A i s ot et l 2
Cake, flour, sugar sweetened .. ST 1
Cereal, baby food . el A8 TN : 1
L i = £ 3
Cheese, processed ... .. .. _— ’ 4
Chewing gum e - 1
Christmas pudding ... .. .. | 1
Coconut, desiccated.. ... ... .. | 1
Cod roe spread, smoked ... .. .. | 1
............ o Aol
.................... i i 1
L T s — e i S TR R | 1
Cream, fresh ... . T RN, 2 2
Custard powder et R R = 2
Dried milk, Matiomal .. .. .. | 1
i et s A il 5
Easter eggs, chocolate ... .. L e 2
Fat, cooking .. T S R — 2 1
Flavour, vanilla = L. L e 1
Paemieatals 1 o L L 1
Food colour, artificial ... . .. 1
B Food deink ... . .. 1 2
Fountain shetbert . ... . - 1
t Fruit pudding, apple @ .. .. .. 1
Wimglgd et o L e 1
.............................. 1
Gravy powder R S 1
2 A (e o - 1 1
................................... 3 1
; o s R S RS 1
e e o L 1
Lemon quenchers . .. . s 1
demonade powder ... .. e b 2
‘Liver extract .. .. 3 Toor L. 1 1
M i P e e e 2
: ine, cake .. . o UL el
RV R ST (" 2 1
powder, mock cream & @ .. 1










Pharmacy and Medicines Act, 1941.
No contraventions were observed.

Merchandise Marks Acts, 1887-1953.

A careful watch was kept upon all imported foods which are subject
to Orders made under the Act of 1926, and generally of all foods which |
might be liable to a false trade description. No contraventions were
observed. b

Foreign Bodies in Foodstuffs.

As In previous years, several complaints were received regarding the
presence of extraneous matter in food sold by retail, and there appears to
be an increasing public awareness of the necessity of reporting such :
to the Department,

All complaints were fully investigated, but owing either to the lack
sufficient evidence, the unwillingness of the complainant to appear in a
court of summary jurisdiction, or the minor character of the matter, no
proceedings were instituted,

The Inspection of Meat and Other Foods.

It is with satisfaction that I am again able to report that one
per cent. inspection was carried out of the 12,444 animals slaughtered for
human consumption at the Cippenham Lodge Farm slaughterhouse,
including the slaughtering of approximately 300 casualty animals, some 695
visits being made for that purpose, including attendance outside normal
working hours. The inspection of meat is carried out by those officers of
the Department who possess the qualification of the Royal Sanitary Institut
for Inspectors of Meat and Other Foods.

I am pleased to record the co-operation of the Ministry of Food official
and Slaughtering Contractor with your officers in their efforts to secure ths
the preparation of meat is carried out under hygienic conditions. To a great
extent this has been achieved, despite the structural drawbacks of th

remises. It is hoped, however, that the siting of an Abattoir to serve the
]Sjlﬂugh area, will not be unduly delayed.

(see Tables Nos. 7 and 8) and was disposed of by the Ministry of Fnod,.

No horses were slaughtered for human consumption, but there is
shop within the Borough used exclusively for the retail sale of horseflesh,

Two hundred and seventy-one visits for the purpose of examinatio
of foods, other than butcher’s meat were made at retail shops, ws
and factories, when some 6§ tons of food were condemned as unfit for hum:
consumption and destroyed by the Department (see Table No. 9).

Nine hundred and sixty-five condemnation certificates were issued t
the Ministry of Food and food traders, in respect of unsound meatand othe

foods.

Meat Transport. .__

The vehicles used for the delivery of meat to retail butchers in thi
district have been found to be kept in a generally clean condition, r_
vehicles of improved construction, such as will permit the hanging dursir
transport of all meat and offals, is urgently needed. Following represent:
tions by the Department, as mentioned in my last Annual Report, tk
maintenance in a cleanly condition of the protective clothing worn by
men engaged in meat delivery. has improved.
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SECTION D.

FACTORIES, WORKPLACES AND SHOPS.

~ With the concentration of industry at the Slough Trading Estate, the
supervision of factories is a matter of some importance for the Health Depart-
ment deals with all matters which under the Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948,
are the responsibility of the District Council, with the exception of the
orovision of means of escape in case of fire, which is dealt with by the
Borough Engineer,

I

- Routine inspection of 496 factories within the Borough was regularly
carried out, the visits made and results achieved by your officers being set
out in Tables 10 and 11, which have been prepared in accordance with
Section 128 of the Factu:ir.s Act, 1937,

- Several complaints of noise nuisances arising from industry were
investigated, but in no instance was the nuisance considered to be a matter
n which effective action could be taken under the provisions of the Slough
Corporation Act, 1949,

Much useful work was achieved at food manufactories and factories
provided with canteens, as these premises are inspected not only for the
purpose of enforcing the Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948, but also under the

n 0d & Drugs Act, 1938, and in an advisory capacity in relation to the
of food hygiene.

TABLE No. 10,
Inspection of Factories.

MNumber of
Number
Premises on Written Occupiers
Register Inspections Notices Prosecuted
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(1) Factories in  which
 Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6
- are to be enforced by
the Local Authoriry. 35 136 12 Nil
ii) Factories not included
- in(i) in which Section 7
isenforced by the Local
Authority. 461 586 56 Nil
i) Other premises  in
| which Section 7 is
enforced by the Local
Authority  (excluding
- out-workers premises). Nil Nil Nil Nil
Torawr : 496 722 68 Nil
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TABLE No. 11.

Improvements Effected at Factories,

Number of cases in which defects | No. of cases
were found in which
prosecutions
Particulars Referred were
instituted
Fnd. | Remedied | To H.M. | By H.M.
Inspector | Inspector

(1) -2 (3) (4) (3) (6)

Want of cleanliness (S.1) . | 7 2 - - :

Overcrowding (5.2) : : L L £
Unreasonable  temperature

(5.3) Ly g s 1 g ) 3 H

Inadequate ventilation (5.4) - = B 4 Y
Ineffective drainage of floors

{S.6) . e i - . A s %
Sanitary conveniences (5.7)

(a) insufficient . o 1 & . - .

(b) unsuitable or defective | 54 44 2 2 =

(c) not separate for sexes 1 1 - = <
Other offences against Act
(not including offences

relating to Outworkers).... - a o = 4

ToraL .. i i 49 - 5 =

These figures include contraventions carried forward from previo i
reports,

o

Homework.

It is the responsibility of occupiers of factories from which out-worker
are employed in certain specified classes of work, to make returns in tl
prescribed form to the District Council, twice yearly in February
August,

Qutworkers lists received during the year showed that homework i
carried out at 58 premises within the Borough. Nineteen lists in res
of 81 outworkers were sent to other local authorities and lists were receive
from 6 authorities. \

QOutworkers premises were regularly inspected by the district sani
inspectors and in all cases it was found that work was carried out une
satisfactory conditions.

Drinking Water Supply.
One request was received for approval by the Council of a facts
drinking water supply. L
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Shops Act, 1950, and Young Persons Employment Act, 1938.

The provisions of the above-mentioned Acts were found to be generally
‘well observed. The following inspections were made, improvements
effected and special observations taken as to the temperature of shops :(—

 (a) Inspections :

Arrangements for the health and mmt'urt of shup workers 455
; Conditions of employment ... ... .. g L
1 Hours of employment of young persons .. .. re 54
Hours of closing s e b g e 138
l STy e et e o), b 54

(b) Improvements Effected at Shops :
i Provision of additional sanitary accommodation ... .. 1
| Provision of washing facilities =1 s DL 12
! Means of lighting or heating improved ... .. 8
q Contraventions remedied—Employment of Young Persons 1

W (c) Special Observations as to the Temperature of Shopr :

| Further to my report of the work carried out in 1952 for the

- purpose of securing a reasonable temperature in all parts of shops
in which persons are employed, these investigations were followed
up and continued during 1953, Several premises at which
improved means of heating had been installed were carefully
watched to confirm the e&gcc:ivcness of the measures taken and
other premises were inspected and made to comply with the
requirements of the Shops Act, 1950, in relation to temperature,

n:kplmea.
As far as was found possible, workplaces, including offices, were
spected from time to time.  Fifty-four inspections were carried out during

Places of Entertainment.
. Ten inspections were made of buildings used for the purpose of public

ntertainment.

SECTION E.
GENERAL SANITATION.

mospheric Pollution and Smoke Abatement.
' Thl: cleanliness of the atmosphere is a subject which demands the
est attention of your officers,

T- In the main, Slough factories make use of electricity in lieu of steam,
tveral factories have steam raising plant which is equipped with appliances
 indicating and preventing the emission of smoke. Nevertheless,
casional excessive emissions of smoke do occur and receive the Depart-
ent’s immediate atrention,

uring the year, 18 complaints were received concerning smoke and
ated problems. As a result 239 smoke observations were made and
addition 111 $p¢c1al visits of investigation were P:ud to the factories
ere executives, engineers and stokers were interviewed,

E

I Both your Chief and Deputy Chief Officers, who hold the special
Al fication of the Royal Sanitary Institute as smoke inspectors, personally
d to special problems of smoke emission which arise from time to time,
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During the year the Government appointed an advisory Committee to
enquire and report on Air Pollution (Beaver Committee). This Committee
have already published an interim report in which they stress the need for
replacing and modifying existing equipment and education and training
in these matters,

With the important exception of how to deal with the emission of
sulphur oxides the solution to the industrial smoke problems are known.
There remains, however, the evil of domestic smoke over which there is
at present no leglslatwe control and therefore which presents a far mnre:
difficult problem. Towards a solution of the domestic smoke mblm are
increased use of gas and electricity and smokeless fuels, but there is ].1 ~
incentive for their use at the moment, for, whereas most of the necess
appliances are subject to purchase tax, the available supplies of m]id smoke-
less fuels are very limited and more costly than other Eu:lds

As constituent members of the National Smoke ﬁbatement Sm:le
and the Home Counties Smoke Abatement Advisory Committee, .q
Corporation continue to show interest in this important, although often
neglected, aspect of the Public Health. Your Vice-Chairman and my
Deputy attended the Annual Conference of the former organisation whi
in 1952 was held at Glasgow, and your Chief Sanitary Inspector continu
as a member of the Executive Committees of both bodies. During -"
year the Royal Sanitary Institute organised an exhibition on Smoke Abat :
ment, which was visited by your officers. ;'

Offensive Trades. | |

The only offensive trades scheduled under the Public Health Act
1936, which operated under the annual consent of the Corporation, were
soap boiler and a rag and bone dealer. The premises were subject te
frequent inspection and were found to be well maintained. No complain
of nuisance was received. |

There are no special Orders applicable to the Borough du:]:rmg ot
offensive trades,

House Drainage.

A total of 619 visits were made for the purpose of investi |
134 complaints by members of the public concerning the defl:-:uw: conditios
of drains and sanitary fittings and in supervising remedial works in proge

At 12 premises, drainage systems were re-constructed and at .
premises other sanitary improvements were effected. A number of hydraul
and smoke tests were applied to drainage systems. The cesspoc i:af on
house was abolished and the drainage system was connected to the p
sewer.

Water Supply.

At the end of the year there were only 7 houses at which the
water supply was not installed. In the case of 4 of these houm:s, whic
situated in a somewhat isolated position, negotiations were well in hag
the laying of a water service pipe from the nearest water-main, a distan
of some 450 yards, towards which work the Corporation agreed to make
contribution of fifty per cent. of the expenses incurred. b

Eighty-seven visits were made in connection with water suppli
the following samples of water were procured :—

Domestic water samples ... .. ok Iy o RSN 14
Swimming bath water samples it leoeg
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Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951.

In pursuance of the above Act and Regulations made thereunder, six
premises are registered for the use in bedding and upholstery manufacture
of specified filling materials. One premises is licensed annually for the
orage of rag flock. All premises were found to be maintained in a satis-
factory condition,

' SECTION F.

PEST INFESTATION CONTROL.

Under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, the Council are
harged with the carrying out of pest infestation control work, The Pest
Infestation Section of the Department, consisting of a pest control officer
ind five rodent operators, has discharged the various duties under the
pllo ing hﬂdmgs =
(a) Private dwellings—(free service).
(b) Industrial and business premises—(short-term treatment—
re-chargeable).
_(c) Industrial and business premises—(Annual Agreement
Scheme).
Ed] Sewer treatment.
¢) Local authority premises.
Destruction of pests other than rodents—(re-chargeable),

| A Government grant-in-aid of 50 Fcr cent. of approved exE-enditurc
pon rodent control is made in respect of the treatment of private dwellings,
wers and local authority properties, subject to an efficient control service
fing maintained by the local authority.

L

pdent Control.

Prompt notification by occupiers is essential for successful rodent
ntrol measures. During the year the Department received 398 notifica-
bns of infestation by rats and B1 in respect of mice. In 1944 there were
k sixty-eight such notifications. This does not indicate that during the
t nine years infestations of rats and mice have increased, but that the
blic in general have appreciated the value of notification. As a result
these notifications and other workof investigation, 3,846 visits were made
the district sanitary inspectors and the pest control officer, in addition to
t work of the rodent operators, summarised in Table No. 14,

| No “reservoir” or “major” infestations are known to exist within the
rough, and in some areas of the town a decrease in infestation is apparent,
pve or indeed to maintain this position calls for the utmost vigilance.

“In the main the Department practises those methods of treatment which
recommended by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Your
ers are in close touch with the Ministry on matters of research and
tol measures and advantage is taken of the refresher courses for rodent
5 which are held from time to time,

. o formal action under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,
‘necessary during the year,

atment of Sewers.

As required by the Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries, pest baiting
treatment of sewers were carried out twice during the year, This is
Ed an important aspect of rodent control, as the relationship between
1:;. tati sewers and premises can be readily appreciated,
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As will be seen by reference to Table No. 14, out of a total of 550
sewer manholes examined, it was necessary to lay only 35 poison vaits,
indicating that the degree of infestation in the town’s sewers is very slig

¥

Workable Area Committee for Rodent Control.

The Council were represented at the several meetings during the yea
of the above Committee which comprises the districts of adjoining loca
authorities in South Bucks and East Berks, and which facilitates discussior
amongst its constituent members,

Annual Agreement Scheme. : -
Table No. 13 shows the increased popularity of this scheme since it
was first introduced in 1949, Considerable effort has been made to e
courage industrial concerns to participate in the scheme and it is now
considered that any great increase is unlikely in the immediate futus
Quite a number of concerns are under contract with commercial fir
specialising in rodent trearment work and a number of premises which as
branches of multiple firms are serviced by their own specialist personnel,
Nevertheless, the Council’s scheme meets the requirements of industria
and business firms, particularly where food in handled, manufactured or
stored, including industrial canteens, Ll
In addition to actual treatment for rodents, the scheme provides fi
periodic visits to ensure that premises remain free of infestation,

It is pleasing to be able to report that the scheme continues to
self-supporting,

TABLE No. 13.

Annual Agreement Scheme
Yéir | No.of Agitements | * 1o, of séparale Prenis el
1949/50 55 77
:
1950/51 92 13
1951/52 120 151
1952/53 ool 163
195354 | PN - ovedi Py
Other Pests. ,'

Treatment for the eradication of pests and insects other than ':-*._3=.~
was also carried out as follows :(—

ar
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SECTION G.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Building Licensing.
Licences permitting the execution of building work (other than tk
erection of new houses) has been dealt with by the Department since 194
when this emergency measure was introduced and became a local authori
responsibility.
With the increasing of the financial limits of control, from time to time
this work has now wvirtually ceased. During the past nine year
I have issued some 4,400 Building Licences together with certificates
essentiality and authorisations to acquire controlled building material

to the value of over £200,000.

Petroleum (Regulation) Acts, 1928-1936. 1
During the year the Borough Council gave consideration to the de
sirability of reviewing the conditions attached to licences permitting th
storage of petroleum spirit, when it was decided to adopt the conditios
of licensing contained in Appendix “]J” of the Home Dﬂine Report ¢
November, 1951, |
As a result of this decision, approved detailed plans of premises an
storage installations are now required to form part of all licences grante
and the position of the Local Authority has been strengthened in its onerot
task of administering the Petroleum (Regulation) Acts, 1928-1936.
Arrangements have been made for the examination of all
cét]ujpment associated with petroleum service pumps by the Seo
ectricity Board on behalf of the Corporation during the next li
period.
Petroleum storage within the Borough may be class:ﬁe—::l withia t

following categories :—

(a) Bulk storage.
(i)  distribution depots,
(ii)  industrial bulk storage.
(iii) flling stations,
(b) Can storage for retail or wholesale distribution.

At the end of the year there were 157 licences in operation
storage of 513,417 gallons of petroleum Sgiﬂt and mixtures and 2
for the storage of some 9,720 lbs. of carbide of calcium. Some 706 insp|
tions were made and 127 contraventions remedied.

The continued co-operation of the Buckinghamshire Fire Brigade,
Prevention Department, and assistance given in the many problems wh
arise, is particularly appreciated.

K
! 7
Registries of Female Domestic Servants. 9

No change in the register has taken place since my last report.
Byelaws made by the Corporation have been well observed and no contray]

tions were recorded.
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