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New legislation coming into operation during the year and affecting
the Health artment included the Pet Animals Act, 1951, and the Public
Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1952.

In addition to the usual reports on the careful watch kept upon the
quality of foods and drugs offered for sale and the satisfaction of being able
to report that nearly 849, of ice cream samples were in Grade I, a new feature
will be seen in the Chief Sanitary Inspector’s section of the report. Thi
concerns the clean food campaign which started during the previous year
There are a number of ways in which the improvement of hygiene &
food premises can be attempted, and although some are much more specta cu
lar than the method adopted here, it is considered that the system which i
being used is the most satisfactory for our town. Spectacular methoc
often have merits and achievements outweighing those chosen for Sloug
during the early stages of the campaign, but there are real dangers that tk
high hopes and the apparent successes of the widely £ub1icim:l schemes fa
far below expectations in later years, and it must always be remembert
that permanent improvement is the aim of all “ clean food campaigns
Our method is admittedly unspectacular, but with persistent and continu
inspections, together with the co-operation of the various trades, which
in the main readily forthcoming, real and steady improvement in t
standard of hygiene of all branches of the food trade can be confiden

expnctec].

[ would like to thank the Council, and the Members of the Hea
and Sanitation Committee in particular, for their encouragement ar
support during the year. To Councillor Mrs. J. M. B. Gibson, Chairma
of the Health and Sanitation Committee until May, 1953, and to Council
E. S. G. Room, J.P., C.C., Chairman of the Committee from May onwards

I would wish to add a special word of appreciation.

Finally, I must record my thanks to all members of the staff of th
Health Department for the loyal support which they have continued t
give me during the year, and there is no doubt that the new offices whic
were occupied in March, 1952, have assisted in producing the increase
efficiency which must result from closer contact. 4

1 am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
MACDONALD A. CHARRETT

Sttt Medical Officer of Heal
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I. STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE
BOROUGH.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS,

The weather during the year was not, on the whole, very favourable.
first three months were mild but wet, and the

" part of June. Early July and the last quarter of the year were excep-
tonally cold, From December 5th to December 9th occurred five days
of unbroken fog. This was general over a considerable part of the country.
Fortunately there was comparatively little associated smoke and soot in
this town and there was little indication of a rise of sickness or death,

S comment is made as the fog in London at the same time caused
ds of deaths.

The story of 1952 is very similar to that of 1951. Major contracting
Works in connection with new sewers and extensions to

continued during the year and, on the whole, made satisfactory progress.
Difficulties were experienced in the supply of vital materials from time to
time but Government assistance assured continual progress of this essential
work. When difficulties of such a magnitude are causing the rate of building
0 be slow there is bound to be dissatisfaction among those members of
the community who need rehousing in view of the length of time that
:*3' icants must remain on the waiting list, but, unless unforeseen events
delay works, it appears that tehousing on an increasing scale will be possible
fom the spring or summer of 1954,

~_In the meantime the Borough Council have applied themselves very
assiduously to the task of ensuring that those persons most in need obtain
the tenancy of those few houses which are being completed, and after an
Enormous amount of work and discussion 2 new Housing Points Scheme
vas introduced in September, 1952, In an attempt to allay the dissatisfac-
10n often associated with lack of knowledge, the Council took the unusual,
though not entirely novel step of making public, not only the points

Eﬂtema itself, but also the manner in which individual points were awarded.
Gl

The number of houses completed in 1952 was 183 as compared with
2 in 1951 and 114 in 1950,

~The Slough Borough Council, the Buckinghamshire County Council,
he Windsor C%rnup Hospital Management Committee, the Slough Council
f Social Service and many other organisations have been applying them-
elves to the task of preparing for the problems which will arise with the
wflux of people from London, commencing in 1954. These organisations
® attempting not only to make sure that their statutory obligations are
%ﬂﬂdﬁ but that the social and economic difficulties associated with the
1any new inhabitants of this town may be foreseen and that steps be taken
%ﬂtegmte the newcomers into the industry and life of the community
# HI greatest possible extent with the least possible friction.

VITAL STATISTICS.
BIRTHS.

After allowing for inward and outward transfers, the Registrar-General
ted the Borough with 1,003 live births in 1952 : 514 were males and
- 5

The crude bisth rate was 15.03 per 1,000 of the population and this
0.41 per 1,000 lower than that for 1951 (15.44). When the crude death
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rate has been multiplied by the comparability figure of 0.89 the correcte
rate of 13.38 is obtained. This figure allows for the sex and age distributior
of the local population and the rate can be compared with the National rav
or with any local rate with which the appropriate comparability figure ha
been used. The corrected birth rate u?l'-solough (13.38) when com

with that for England and Wales as a whole (15.53) gives a ratio of 0.88 :
and in the tables below is given the birth rates and ratio to the Nationa

average since 1949.

Ratio
Corrected Birth Rate, Birth Rate, England &
Year Slough. England & Wales. Slough : Wales.
1949 15.84 16.9 094 - 1
1950 13.79 15.9 087 : 1
1951 13.62 15.5 088 : 1
1952 13.38 15.3 | 088 : 1

ILLEGITIMACY.

The number of illegitimate births showed a decrease this year: 44 .
compared with 56 in 1951. This means that 4.39 per cent. of births we;
illegitimate as compared with 5.46 per cent. in 1951. With the exceptic
of 1951, the gradual but steady decrease in the proportion of illegitima
births has continued since the end of the war.

STILL-BIRTHS. : :

The registered number of still-births was 18 (12 males and 6 females

2 still-births were illegitimate. This figure gives a still-birth rate of 17.
per 1,000 total births or 0.27 per 1,000 of the po ulation ; in 1951 tl
figures were 20.06 and 0.32 respectively. The still-birth rate has be
gradually declining over the past few years although there havﬁ
fuctuations owing to the small number involved in the statistical 1
tions. This year’s rate of 17.63 is the lowest ever recorded in this Borouy
and compares very favourably with the rate for England and Wnlm,wg

is 22.6.

DEATHS.

After correction for transferable deaths, the number assigned
the Registrar-General to the Borough was 571 (303 males and 268
a decrease of 18 on the total for 1951 (589). i

The tables on pages 9 and 10 show the sex and age distribution &
causes of death during the year ; 266 (47%) of deaths were in persons ag
over 70 years and 328 (57.9%) occurred in persons over the age of 65.

The crude death rate was 8.56 per 1,000 of the population compar
with 8.86 for 1951. After multiplying by 1.21, the Comparability Figu
to get the rate corrected for age and sex of the population the figure W
10.36 compared with the National Average of 11.3 and the corrected £
for Slough in 1951 of 10.73. The death rate for the 160 County Boroug
and Great Towns (including London) was 12.1 per 1,000 population.

Deaths from cancer had suddenly increased in 1951 and it is encourag
to note that there was a decrease in 1952 of 19 over the previous year,E
the rate of 1.72 per 1,000 of the population is the second highest e

discovered in this town.
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occurrence was not in some instances received until well into 1953.
numbers vary somewhat, therefore, from the figures given in the tables
above which are based upon data supplied by the Registrar-General, as
his figures are based upon returns received by him during the period und
review and do not allow for later information. It is found impracticable
for the Registrar-General to carry statistical data into the following year
and the local figures are therefore more accurate but the difference is nof
sufficiently great to make any real statistical difference. 1

Ages at Death, in Years. Males Females Total
Tinder-11 . 1teba |hee 15 10 25
Jealal |, ey 18 5 5 10
| R 0 5 5 10
2h3—21. Ll O AR ) 21 51
45— Ty | 51 142
65— i 34 28 62
— 180 — 120 — 3
70— M B 27 63
- [+ SR PR B 50 48 98
80— BV | v 22 33 55
85— PO | 19 13 27 40
90— .. " s 2 4 6
95 and over .. L AGE 4 4
303 263

MATERNAL MORTALITY :
No deaths were attributed directly to pregnancy or childbearing dusi
1952.
INFANT MORTALITY.
After correction for inward and outward transfers there were
deaths (15 males and 10 females) of infants under the age of 1 year. T
number is one more than in 1951, and the rate of 24.93 per 1,000 which |
represents is 1.53 higher than in the previous year (23.4). :
It is disappointing to have to record an increase in the number
infant deaths, but it must be remembered that 1951 gave the lowest inf
death rate which has ever been recorded in this town and the rate for |
year is the next lowest. When dealing with relatively small numbers st
fAluctuation must be expected.
The table overleaf divides the deaths of infants under one year
age into causes and Ecriads of less than one year. It shows death
varying period up to 28 days (neo-nartal period) and also in further var
periods up to 1 year. d
In conjunction with an infant morbidity survey which is being car
out on all babies born in 1952, a thorough investigation is also bmn‘%
into the causes of deaths of infants for the years 1951, 1952 and 1953.
far as 1952 is concerned there was only one case in which medical atten
might have been sought too late and the remainder must be consid
the light of present knowledge, as having been inevitable. .
The distribution of dates of death was almost the same as in 1951,
during the first week 9 deaths occurred within 24 hours as compared ¥

6 in 1951.
NEO-NATAL MORTALITY. .
OFf the 25 infants who died in the first year of life, 18 (or T2%) ¢
in the neo-natal period, which gives a neo-natal mortality rate of 17.
1,000 live births. In 1951 the rate was 16.57 and 70.8%, of deaths in
first year of life, occurred before babies had reached the age of 28 d
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It is not expected that there will be a great increase by mid-1954 as
new housing projects by the Slough Borough Council and the London
County Council will have only just begun, but from that time onwards, for
jome years, the population is expected to increase rapidly owing to the
atlux of population from London into the new L.C.C. Estate at Langley.

Il. GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES.
'_'g--u-- and Disinfestation.
 Disinfestation of bedding and personal effects have continued at the

ssintestor supplied by steam from the Chalvey Pumping Station, and the
umber of operations has continued to be small.

~ No cdleansing station yet exists and it has not been found necessary,
! view of the small number of cases needing cleansing, to recommend
e installation of such a centre. The Borough Council propose, however

) erect a small number of public slipper baths, and these will be so arranged
aat cleansing facilities will be available.,

—

isposal of Refuse.

:L A small amount of controlled tipping has continued on low-lying
nd near Datchet Road to supplement the destructor at Chalvey, which is
E' ficient capacity to deal with all refuse. The land which has been
ed for tipping for some years is now, however, nearly all used, and the
puncil has acquired other suitable sites, which will be sufficient for some
ne. necessity for increasing the capacity of the destructor has not,
IWever, been overlooked and investigations are being made as to its
E' use by adjacent authorities in order to secure the most economical
sis of working.

L, the principle of salvaging as much useful material as possible has
ﬁ’lr a considerable income has resulted from the sale of metal,

S, Waste paper, etc,

Z:;:..:- en Waste,
Borough Council contractor, apgmvcd by the Minister of Food,

b, extended the collection of waste food to other areas of the Borough
"we.rc not included in previous years.

It appears, however, that unauthorised collectors are still canvassing
some streets.  Not only is this undesirable, as revenue which helps to

ate the rate is lost, but many unauthorised collectors are not capable of
iing the waste food properly, and outbreaks of swine fever, fowl pest

ot and mouth disease may casily occur with incompletely sterilised

The Slauﬁh Corporation, the Burnham, Dorney & Hitcham Water-
=0. Ltd., and the Slough Estates Ltd. have continued to provide

; oty water supplies for their respective parts of the Borough.

A

E gh Corporation Water Supply.

Samples of the water supplied by the Corporation are tested weekly
€ town Hall Laboratory and samples are sent to an independent
St each quarter. All samples were satisfactory,

there were no extensions to new estates during the year and 14,894

55, with an estimated population of 59,576 within and outside the
Pugh were served.

=
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Slough Estates Ltd. Water Supply. - :
Slough Estates Ltd. supply the necessary water for factories and canteens
on the Slough Trading Estate and also give a piped water emgply to about
70 dwelling houses. The water which comes from deep boreholes ha:
continued to be entirely satisfactory and is, in addition, the only supply of
soft water in the district. : '

Burnham, Dorney & Hitcham Waterworks Co. Lid. _
This Company has continued to supply water to the western part of
the Borough, and the analyses carried out during the year have continued
to be satisfactory. No change in treatment has occurred, but a Ck rine
Residual Recorder, maintaining the residual chlorine at 0.15 p.p.m., W
installed during the year. R
The result of a typical chemical analysis is given below :—
(Values are given in parts per million)
Appearafice ... ae | a Bright with very few mineral particles. '
Reaction ity Dok eirad) SHOeite I e YO pH 7.3
Free Carbon Dioxide — . e e wem beks '
Electric Conductivity at 20°C. B s IR
Total solids, dried at 1089C.....  cv  com s e
Chlorine as Chlorides L e RETIEE 108
Alkalinity as Calcium Carbona TRl L A
Hardness: Total ...  c @ we B A Yhigs
Temporaty ... . i T AOR SR
Permapent | ek ot 1 2RI
Nitrogen as Nitrates ... o e o e L .0
Nitrogen as Nitfites ... . e embl DS less than
Free Ammonia ... . Lt 285 S ansos
Albuminoid Ammonia ... .. e e
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at XTOC. v ands S 0.1
Metals .0 a0 R T T e iy [ = Absent.

Swimming Bath Water.

Regular samples of water were taken from the Baylis House ag
Community Centre swimming pools at the times when they were open fo
use and examined bacteriologically at the Town Hall Laboratory. Al
samples were satisfactory. g
Sewage Disposal. it J.

Work proceeded steadily on the extensions to the main sewage W
and it is hoped that it will have proceeded far enough by the early m
of 1954 to allow additional loads to be taken so that building may p!
in other parts of the Borough besides the Cippenham area, Extens
to the sewers themselves is also being carried on simultaneously to the W
om the treatment works as the problem of sewage disposal depends not ¢ |
upon the ability to treat but also on the ability to allow the flow of sewag
to the place where it can be treated. (A !
Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948. e |

It was necessary to apply to the Court once during the year for a
Order under this Section. B |

An old lady of about 87 years of age was living in one room of a hous
and had no connection with the remainder of the household. Not on!
‘was she unable to look after herself and to keep herself clean but she W
also a danger to the remainder of the occupants owing to her misuse ¢
paraffin. !

The Order was granted and she was admitted to Upton Hospital.

14
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ean Food Cam ;
1 October, 1951, the Minister of Food issued a circular to local

fitles  suggesting that proprietors and managers of food shops,
t5, etc., should be asked to co-operate in keeping dogs out of their

* Slough Borough Council agreed to support the Minister’s request,
titable notices were prepared for display in the appropriate ;c%aces.
1€r co-operation was forthcoming from the various organisations
viduals concerned, and the great majority of food premises in the
display the notices provided by the Council.
siderable attention was paid during the year to the improvement
tions in establishments dealing with food.  Food premises are dealt
by trade and, following an initial inspection, premises are placed
of three grades, A, B or C. Follow-up inspections are carried our
d times and regradings are made if amepriate. It is felt that
-0l means the most satisfactory results will be obtained and fuller

s of the work carried out during 1952 are contained in the Chief
v Inspector’s portion of the report.

t is the practice in some places to inaugurate Clean Food Guilds in
| the mses themselves play a predominant part and in other towns
icates are issued to premises which have attained a sufficiently high

d. Tt has been found, however, that although the initial response
n Food Guilds may be extremely encouraging tl

1ere is a tendency
L inertia as the Guilds are largely run by traders themselves ; this

that the Health Department may have lost a considerable part of
ntrol, particularly wl;mre certificates are issued ; this scheme has not
approved by the Borough Council. The issuing of certificates to

Ppremises has much to recommend it but apart from the fact that
emises, doing very good work but not having certain facilities, are
from obtaining certificates, it is difficult to remove or refuse to
certificates where the standard has fallen below the ideal requi

considered, therefore, that the present scheme of inspection and

tsuasion, together with a departmental classification, is the one
d to this town,

mals Act, 1951. _ _
5 Act, to regulate the sale of pet animals, was passed in June,
1 came into operation on 1st April, 1952,
purpose is to ensure that animals for sale are kept under reasonable

épartment, and a veterinary surgeon was appointed to carry

inspection of pet shops, of which there are, at present, four
Borough.

Ming Appliances (Fireguards) Act, 1952.
15 Act was passed in August, 1952, and its main purpose is to prohibit
or leltin% of unguarded electric fires, gas fires or oil heaters so that
be used at home without the likelihnod of injury by burning,
sure that no one will disagree with the value of such an Aect, and
is generally recognised that the research work carried out by a
ftesident, Dr. Leonard Colebrook, of Farnham Royal, had much to
the successful passage of this Act, which should do much to prevent
tragedies from burning which occur particularly in childhood and

15


















DIPHTHERIA.
. No case of diphtheria has occured in the Borough since 1948, and
this is a record of which we can feel justly proud.
emory is, however, short and in the same way that the horrors of
into the subconscious mind so do the memories of such a dread
disease as diphtheria. That the disease is stjll lurking in our midst is
__;’- own by the outbreaks which occurred in one or two towns during the

year, and it is only by continuous efforts at immunisation that the disease
'F._. at bay.

_ at fear of the disease is decreasing
percentage of children immunised throughout the country has tended to
al we are fortunate that the latest vaceine which protects against

Cough as well as Diphtheria has come at a time when the dread
eria has lessened but the fear of Whooping Cough still remains,
. great majority of children who were immunised against Diphtheria
were also immunised against Whooping Cough at the same time. Out of
162 children who were protected against Diphtheria for the first time,
85 had the combined Diphtheria/Pertussis vaccine : 1,160 children also
eceived renewal or “ booster doses against Diphtheria which are given
school entry and again at the age of 10 years.

These figures do, however, show a decrease of 93 primary inoculations
nd 96 “ renewals ** as compared with 1951. This reduction may be due
in some part to the suspension of immunisation which occurred for two
months while poliomyelitis was present.

.I WHOOPING COUGH.

. Whooping Cough was with us during the whole of the year, but
alth ough the highest incidence occurred in April there were no signs of a
real outbreak and the total number of cases in the year was 101. There

of cases has been fewer,
. T were no indications to show that the disease
id, indeed, the disease has become much more difficult
i€ past few years on account of its mildness.
Whether the mildness is due to some change in the organism responsible
't whether immunisation which has been carried on in this area gr some
rears has had a pazt to play in this decrease of severity is difficult to say, but
Xperiments which have been carried out by the Medical Research Council
have shown statistically that Whooping Cough is less severe
; ised children and that the incidence is lowered in these children.
ot yet certain for how long the protection given by the
complications and death have been most frequent in th
ife, any protection which can be given to this age group i
rhile and most welcome.
The increasing popularity of protection against Whooping Cough can
from the figures of immunisation against this disease in 1952,

tended to be severe
to diagnose during

SCARLET FEVER.

117 cases were notified during the year and 20 of these were
tmitted to hospital. This number is higher than usual and, in fact, the
imbers have only been exceeded twice since 1941, in 1943 and 1944,

21



No outbreak of epidemic prnfnrtiun was found at any time during
the year, but the highest number o notifications were recorded in October
(22) and November (23).

During the course of the past few years a very considerable change has
occurred in the severity of this disease, probably due in part to the introduc
tion of new methods of treatment such as sulphonamides and antibiotics
and probably partly due to a decrease in the virulence of the streptococcus
itself.

Of the diseases caused by the haemolytic streptococcus, only scarlet
fever and erysipelas are notifiable so that the true incidence of diseases
caused by this germ is not known but it is probably true to say that the
incidence of tonsillitis and sore throats which are often caused thi
organism has also been high.

\With the decrease in severity of scarlet fever there has been a tend cy
to relax precautions against contacts. This is probably wise, because
although the problem has not been solved from a public health point of
view it is illogical and wasteful in terms of loss of work to isolate those
people who may be contacts and possibly harbouring the germ when 3
much as 10%, of the population may be carriers during a time when the
incidence of streptococcal diseases is high.

The strongest precautions are, however, still taken where contacts
are in occupations where there is a great risk of conveying the disease &
others, e.g. nurses, midwives and those handling foods, etc.

ERYSIPELAS.

14 cases of erysipelas were notified during 1952 and one was admittec
to hospital. :
PNEUMONIA.

33 cases of Acute Primary and Influenzal Pneumonia were notifie
during the year. 11 cases occurred during the first three months of th
year and 17 in the last three months. The December incidence was th
highest, but there was little indication that the great fog which lasted fror
December 5th to December 9th was the cause of increased deaths. T :
is probably because Slough, which experienced the fog in the same way tha
many other areas were affected, did not have the high degree of irritar
atmospheric pollution associated with the fog in the metropolis.

MEASLES.
The incidence of measles was again high, the biennial epidemi
occurring mainly in the later months of the year and the early month

1953. i
There was an unusual feature in the time distribution of the case
however. In June, July and August there was a small outbreak with th
peak in July, and after a recession in September there was the true epidem
with its peak in November and a cecond subsidiary peak in February, |

All wards were affected in both outbreaks, but on the whole those wat
which suffered most heavily in the earlier outbreak tended to be I
lightly affected in the later one. )

One death was reported from this disease, a child of 5 months ol
The measles was complicated by toxic absorption from infantile & zem
however, so that although the death must be recorded as ing due !
measles and it must have been a strong contributing factor, it was ot tl
sole cause. A
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DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS,
- The deaths from tuberculosis during 1952 totalled 16, and of these 14
were due to the pulmonary form of the disease and 2 to other forms of
tuberculosis. This gives death rates per thousand of the population of
.21 for pulmonary tuberculosis and 0.03 for non-pulmonary tuberculosis,
Deaths from non-pulmonary tuberculosis show little change over the
past years, but deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis show a steady decline
ind the rate of 0.21 for 1952 shows a continuation of this trend ; in fact,
apa the extremely low rate of 0.19 in 1950, which was little more than
of any previous rate, the rate for 1952%s the lowest so far occurring.

Pulmonary

- Death rate

~ Year. | Population. Non-Pulmonary, Pulmonary. per 1,000

Males  Females Males  Females population,
1940 60,670 2 3 11 15 0.43
1941 65,350 4 6 14 18 0.49
1942 64,420 3 2 11 13 0.37
1943 62,960 1 = 19 13 0.51
1944 61,250 4 1 18 14 0.52
1945 60,220 5 1 14 12 0.43
1946 63,040 2 1 16 17 0.52
1947 64,240 2 4 17 10 0.42
1948 66,060 X 2 17 12 0.44
1940 66,320 - - 13 9 0.33
1950 66,340 1 2 10 3 0.19
1951 66,439 1 . 10 6 0.24
1952 66,730 ey D e 0.21

' B.C.G. VACCINATION.
. The Medical Research Council’s trials to discover the value of B.C.G.
accination in the prevention of tuberculosis were continued in Slough
d various other selected places throughout the country during 1952,
LC.G. vaccination is offered to school leavers and follow-up examinations
€ continued for two years, during which time, of course, the children have
#t school and passed into industry, shops, offices, etc. The doctor in
large of the trials has reported that those who are taking part have
ssponded extremely well in attending the follow-up examinations, The
al results of the trials should be available in 1954 or 1955,

IV. MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
INFANT MORBIDITY SURVEY.
- Although much is known about the causes of death in children under

of 1 year, little is known about the illnesses which occur during this
#0d.  For this reason some research has been instituted by Professor
(wrundy, of the Department of Preventive Medicine of Cardiff University,
t ._-;' 1 sses occurring during the first twelve months of life of babies
¥xn in 1952,

The Bucks County Council agreed that Slough Borough be one of
thirteen areas throughout the country includes in this survey, which
ailed regular visiting to the families concerned. The compilation
ormation will be ana]%rsed by the Chief Statistician in the Department
‘teventive Medicine of Cardiff University,

1t will be appreciated that visits will have to be continued until the
d of 1953 in order to give a year’s details about children born in December,
94, and it is not expected that details of the survey can be published until
ell on in 1954,
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V. HOSPITAL SERVICES.

The Borough of Slough is served by the fu]lnwingc hospitals anc
maternity homes, the majority of which are situated outside the Borough

General Hospitals.
Upton Hospital, Albert Street, Slough.
King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor.
Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital, Taplow.
Old Windsor Hospital, Old Windsor.
Iver, Denham and Langley Cottage Hospital, Iver.

Infectious Diseases Hospitals.

Maidenhead Isolation Hospital.
St. John's Hospital, Uxbridge.

Venereal Diseases.

The nearest treatment centres are :i—
King Edward VII Hospital, Windsor.
Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading. i
Hillingdon Hospital, Hillingdon. -
Tuberculosis.
(i) Chest Clinic. The Chest Clinic is at the Kipling Memorial
ing, Alma Road, Windsor, with a subsidiary clinic at Upton Hos
Slough. All arrangements are made by the Chest Physician who is availa
at the Windsor Clinic. (Tel. No. Windsor 2033.) I:

(i) Sanatorium. All admissions arranged by the Chest Physi
Chest Clinic, Kipling Memorial Building, Alma Road, Windsor.

By

Maternity Accommodation. g
Upton Hospital, Albert Street, Slough.
Canadian Red Cross Memorial Hospital, Taplow. %
Colinswood Nursing Home, Farnham Common. !
Old Windsor Hospital, Old Windsor. J
Princess Christian Maternity Home, Windsor. #

If the patient’s own doctor thinks that admission should be mad
medical grounds, the patient is referred to the nearest ante-natal clinic,
. if admission is sought on domiciliary or social grounds application is m
through the Area Medical Officer, who makes his recommendations to
Hospital Management Committee following a report on home circums
by a Health Visitor.

Part III Accommodation.

Aged persons — Sick .. .- Upton Hospital.
Non-5Sick ... Upton Towers.

Registered Nursing Home.

There is one registered nursing home in Slough for the a
infirm :—

Parkside Nursing Home, Upton Court Road, Slough.
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A comprehensive survey of all Catering Establishments and Retail
Butchers Shops was undertaken. The survey included not only a detailed
inspection of premises and equipment, but also of methods and habits in
food handling and discussions with proprietors, managements and their
staffs.
In making this detailed survey, it has to be remembered that the law
governing food hygiene lays down certain standards and conditions which,
although of a somewhat elastic character, are considered by most sanitarians
to be inadequate. Accordingly it has been found necessary in our efforts
to raise prevailing standards of food hygiene, to endeavour to set a code of
practice with standards above those which may be required by the Foc d

o

and Drugs Act, 1938, and the local Byelaws, on the lines recommended by
the Catering Trade Working Party. To accomplish this, it has been neces-
sary to deal with the matter on an advisory basis, secking the co-operation
not only of proprietors and managements but also of the food-handlers
themselves. |
In stressing the importance of the subject, matters such as the objection-
able habit of smoking whilst preparing and serving food, the desira ility of
the wearing of head coverings by female staff the essentiality of using
those detergents which are also sterilising agents in the cleansing of crocker)
and equipment are dealt with ; but the law provides no direct assistance it
obtaining these objects. It has, however, been found from experienc
gained so far that much can be accomplished by way of encouragement an
friendly discussion. |
As the survey of each particular trade is completed, the premises ar
classified into categories A, B and C as follows :— ;
A. ‘Those establishments at which the premises, methods praci ises
and the personnel are found to be well above the minimun
statutory and byelaw requirements, and where encouragement b
maintain or even to improve upon the present standard can bj
given to advantage. J
B. Establishments at which the hygienic conditions only compl
with the minimum statutory and byelaw requirements, but wit
efforts on an advisory basis a higher standard will no doubt b
obtained.

C. Those premises at which conditions are found to leave muc

to be desired and to fall below statutory and byelaw requirement

In these cases considerable effort and continual attention by tk

district sanitary inspectors will be necessary for some time !

cOme.

Having regard to the above-mentioned formula, the 68 catering estal
lishments and 47 Butchers Shops were classified at December, 1952,

]

follows :(— |
|

1

Category. Catering Establishments. Butchers Shops.
A 27 12 | J
B A 33 28 _II
= 8 i/ -
Total 68 47




~ (a) Catering Establishments. The size and character of the premises
have varied. They have included all establishments ranging from II:atels to
coffee stalls where food and drink is prepared and consumed on the premises.
In general it was found that the larger the concern, the better the construction
of the premises, the facilities and equipment provided and the methods
sractl ﬁd-

_ Special attention was given to the supply of hot-water, the provision

of protective clothing and the use of suitable detergents in the cleansing
of equipment.

(b) Butchers Shops. Attention was paid to wrapping paper. In a
lew cases brown wrapping paper was found to be used as an outer covering
or meat prior to handing to the customer, but in the majority of cases clean
iewspaper is used. As a first covering of meat, white greaseproof paper is
ised in every instance, although the sizes of pieces varied considerably.
Greaseproof paper is undoubtedly very costly and although the use of

ewspaper is undesirable, I am satisfied at the moment there can be no
omplaint in respect of the use of clean newspapers as an outer wra ping.
t would appear that the position with regard to the delivery of meat
0 the butchers shops is improving. This is largely dependent on the type
and construction of vehicles used in transporting the meat. The only
atisfactory of vehicle is the one which is so constructed as to allow of
ie handing of all carcases and offals. At the moment there are only three
ach vehicles in a fleet of thirteen used in this area, but it is understood that
more of this type of vehicle are being brought into use.
were made to secure more frequent changes of protective cloth-
ing of the men engaged in transporting carcases and offals to the shops.

_ On completion of the survey of a particular trade, the all-imporcant
ollow-up work is commenced. Written or verbal notices have been
iven in every case where defects have been found or where conditions
were found to be below either legal and /or desirable standards. Interviews
ind discussions have taken place between executives, architects, builders
ind members of your staff, and the degree of co-operation from managements
has been found to be good, and much improvement has already been
ccomplished. There are, however, the usual handicaps, not the least of
which are shortage of suitable and reliable staffs, frequent changes of
ersonnel and inability of proprietors to make extensions to their premises.
It is, of course, the aim to maintain those premises now placed in
itegory “A’ at a high standard and to improve all other premises so that
hey also qualify for this class. This can only be brought al:}::}ut by frequent
ing by the district sanitary inspectors and by the co-operation of manage-
ments and their staffs.

ilk and Dairies.

Forty-three persons are registerd by the Corporation as Distributors
of Milk and eleven premises as Dairies. One hundred and forty-nine
spections were made of dairies, and these were found to be maintained in
satisfactory hygienic condition,

- The supply of milk for the Borough of Slough and the surrounding
2 is now largely centralised at three pasteurising plants in respect of
hich the Corporation have granted licences, one being the H.T.S.T.
ocess and two the “ Holder ” method. The average daily amount of
milk treated by these plants is in the region of 8,400 gallons, of which 700
llons are sold under the special designation, * Tuberculin Tested (Pas-
arised) Milk ” and some 400 gallons of * Channel Islands Pasteurised
Ik.” In addition a small quantity of sterilised milk is distributed and

35

&7



. (13
0

the only raw milk sold by retail is under the designation culi
Tested * and this is bottled at the farms of uction. It is with satisfac
tion that I record that all milk retailed within the Borough is bottled an
that several small distributors now obtain their supplies of milk ready bottle
by the wholesale dairies.

Fifty-nine licences were issued in pursuance of the Milk (Special D
signation) Orders, 1949, as follows :—

Dealer’s (Pasteuriser’s) Licences ... .. ' el 3
Dealer’s Tuberculin Tested Milk Licences .. 9
Dealer’s Pasteurised Milk Licences .. Sichg et
Dealer’s Sterilised Milk Licences hod 1 i M L
Supplementary Licences ... . = o L 4

Very few complaints of dirty milk bottles or foreign bodies found
milk were received during the year. Every precaution is taken by t
Department to secure a milk supply of the highest hygienic quality, a
with the co-operation of milk-traders this stan been general
achieved. '

Bacteriological Examination of Milk. >
The routine examination of milk continued throughout the year, 2
samples being submitted to the laboratory of the Department to ascert
heat-treatment efficiency and bacteriological quality, Of these samp
94,39/, were found to be satisfactory as comparej with 98.29, in the previc
year. Two hundred and fifteen samples satisfied the phosphatase te
which is an indication of efficient heat-treatment. :
All adverse reports were carefully investigated and followed-up. 1
results are tabulated in Table No. 4. -
Returns upon the quality of milks produced by the three licen
pasteurising plants under your officers’ supervision continued to be madet
the Ministry of Food, Milk Division. :

TABLE No. 4.
Bacteriological Examination of Milk.

Number of | Number of Sam)
Classification. Samples
Tested Passed.
Pasteurised Milk .. e Al 105 102
Tuberculin-Tested (Pasteurised) Milk ... 107 98
Tuberculin-Tested Milk .. 5 4
Sterilised Milk .. Zat L s 8 8
Non-designated, heat treated Milk 4 4
Non-designated, raw Milk. . .- 1 — —

Manufacture and Sale of Ice-Cream.
There are seven premises used for the manufacture of ice-crean
only one of which is the * complete cold-mix * method carried out, anc
premises registered for the sale of ice-cream.  Seventeen applications
registration were approved by the Borough Council during the yeat.
Careful attention has been given to the conditions under which i
cream has been manufactured, stored and sold, 159 wvisits ins _
having been made to registered premises by the district sanitary inspectos
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A total of 123 samples of ice-cream were procured for bacteriological
‘examination, 87.89 li:eing satisfactorily reported upon under provisional
standards.

During the year the Food Standards (Ice Cream) Order, 1951, was
amended owing to shortages of milk powder and fats, the Amending Order
providing for the following minimum percentages of ingredients from
July, 1952 :—Fat 49, sugar 109 and milk-solids other than fat Sl
Although it was found necessary to reduce the above-mentioned ingredients,
@ statutory chemical standard for ice-cream js welcomed by Food and
Drugs Authorities and the trade generally.

paration or Manufacture of Preserved Foods.

Premises may only be used for the preparation or manufacture of
pausages or potted, pressed, pickled or preserved food intended for sale, if
registered by the Corporation for that purpose. The preparation of meat
or fish by any process of cooking is deemed to be the preservation thereof.

There are 52 premises in this category registered in fpt;u:susnce of Section
14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, including 20 fish friers premises, The

district sanitary inspectors carried out some 309 inspections of these premises,
which in most cases were found to be maintain in a satisfactory hygienic
fondition.

Bakehouses.

Premises on Register

=

........................ il
Basement Bakehouses A R . Nil
Inspections by District Sanitary Inspectors . i)
Notices served re Eonsventions .. 0 o ™ Nil

‘00 md D]_"“ga_ L
| The Slough Corporation has been a “ Food and Drugs Authority
Ince 1945 and is responsible for administering those parts of the Food
nd Drugs Act, 1938, which relate to the compositional standard and quality
f foods and drugs. In pursuance of this statutory duty, 487 samples of
pod and drugs, representing 7.3 samples per thousand of the population,
G ptucumcf by the Corporation sampling officers for analysis, as compared
ith 484 samples during the previous year. Of these sam?les 209 were
nitted to the Public Analyst and 266 informal samples of milk and 12
imples of spirits were informally tested at the Laboratory of the Depart-
lent.  As in previous years, samples of milk were procured periodically
pon delivery at various institutions within the Borough.
. The selection of articles to be sampled is a matter which requires
oughtful attention and is carried out according to a carefully devised
4 Intended to cover adequately the wide range of foodstuffs which are
arketed, as will be seen from Table No. 5, and also to give particular
tention to those articles most likely to be sub-standard or adulterated.
attention has also been given to the products of local food
anutactories,
' articles of food and drugs examined by the Public Analyst are
¥en in Table No. 5. Of these the Public Analyst reported adversely
on 10 samples, i.e., 4.3%, of the samples submitted to him as compared
£ 3.69% in 1951; 2.4% in 1950 ; 9.8% in 1949 and 5.59, in 1948,

Only in one instance was it found necessary to institute summary
eedings. The action taken in respect of those samples which were
£ subject of adverse analytical report is set out in Table No. 6. The
ttage quality of the milk samples examined during the year was fat 3.889,
#solids-not-fat 8.73%, which is well above the minimum presumptive
fidard prescribed by the Sale of Milk Regulations, 1939,
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It also proves that there is a public awareness that such incidents should b
reported to the Department.

All complaints were carefully investigated, but in no instance wen
proceedings instituted, either because the available evidence was insufficien
or by reason of the circumstances not justifying such a course.

There appears to be a growing altertness amuﬁcfood manufactu
as to the need for ensuring that their products are of foreign bodie!
and generally the prohibition of smoking is strictly enforced. At som
food factories in Slough, an electrical device has been installed for tk
purpose of detecting particles of metal which may be present in the produc

Meat and Food Inspection.

The Ministry of Food slaughterhouse situated at Cippenham Cou
Farm has continued to be used for centralised shughte:l:“;lﬁ in this distri
for the thirteenth year in succession. As an adapted building it has man
drawbacks for slaughteringbon a substantial scale, but the extensive improv:
ments recently carried out by the Ministry of Food have provided improv
facilities for increased slaughtering, hanging of meat, storage of condemn
meat and for cleansing. The slaughterhouse was re-opened in Februa:

1952.
No horses are slaughtered for food within the Borough, but horsefle

for human consumption is sold by retail at one premises.

Early in the year a further conference took place between officers.
the Ministry of Food and the Corporation, concerning the provision of
Municipal Abattoir for Slough. This matter has since been held in abeyar
until the findings are known of the Departmental Committee of the Minis
of Food appointed to draw up a national siting plan for slaughterhouses.

TABLE No. 7.
Carcases Inspected and Condemned.
Cattle Sheep &
Ex.Cows| Cows | Lambs | Pigs
No. of animals slaughtered and
inspected ... el 1,963 | 528 4,363 | 614
Disease except tuberculosis :
Whole carcases condemned : — 7 7 38
Carcases of which some part or 590 145 238 27 3
organ was condemned
9% of No. inspected affected with
disease other than tuberculosis ... 30.0| 288 5.6 10.6
Tuberculosis :
Whole carcases condemned ... 5 18 — ;
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned 152 a4 e 14 ofiaS
% of No. inspected affected with '
* tuberculosis - B P g0 212 — 34 o
5 % (]







SECTION D.
FACTORIES, WORKPLACES AND SHOPS.

Factories.
The duty of administering the Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948, are dividet

between H.M. Inspectors of Factories and District Councils. Those pro
visions which are the concern of the Corporation are the responsibili
of the Health Department, with the exception of matters relating to mean
of escape in case of fire.

At factories at which mechanical power is not employed, the above
mentioned duties cover many of the general provisions relating to healt
which are contained in Part I of the Act of 1937, but unfortunately th
powers of the local authority are considerably curtailed in relation to othe
factories. On the other hand, local authorities administer all the
provisions of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, at factories at which foodstuf
are manufactured or prepared, irrespective of their size. |

Factory premises are inspected both for the enforcement of the relevar
provisions of the Factories Acts and the Food and Drugs Act, and als
for the detection of public health nuisances. During the year a numbx
of complaints relating to noise nuisances arising from industrial process:
were investigated in pursuance of the Slough Corporation Act, 1949, b
having regard to the restricted powers of the Act, in no instance did statuto:
action appear to be justified. i

Tables 10 and 11 have been prepared in accordance with Section "__::
of the Factories Act, 1937, and show the work accomplished by yo!
officers during 1952. {

Wl

|

TABLE No. 10. )
Inspection of Factories.

Number of
Number —— =
Premises on Inspections | Written Occupies
Register Motices P rOSECUNEL
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(i) Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6
are to be enforced by |
the Local Authority. 36 170 10 Nil
(ii) Factories not included _
in (i) in which Section 7 H
is enforced by the Local
Authority. 506 369 15
(iii) Other  premises in i
which Section 7 is |
enforced by the Local 1
Authority (excluding _
out-workers premises). Mil Wil Nil ill 1







(b) Improvements Effected at Shops
Provision of additional sanitary accommodation e

Provision of washing facilities ... Malge 41 1 27
Means of lighting or heating improved.... ... oo
Facilities provided for taking meals ... ... oo
Notices displayed .. .. B o o g
Contraventions remedied — Employment of Young

PeTsins: cobn M e {0 o smagn s i e Tk naliili

(c) Special Observations as to the Temperature of Shops :
Under the provisions of Section 38 of the Shops Act, 196

relating to arrangements for the health and co of sh
workers, it is provided that in every patt of the shop in whi
persons are employed, suitable and sufficient means shall
provided to maintain a reasonable temperature. During |

cold spell of weather towards the end of November and in Dece

ber, sixty shops of various trades were visited by the dist:
sanitary inspectors for the purpose of ascertaining the temperatus
maintained at these premises and at thirty-nine shops inadequ
temit:ramrcs were recorded in contravention of the Act as show!

in the under-mentioned tabulation. Following informal actio
improved means of heating was installed at several premises.

Satisfactory
Description of Shop. Shops Inspected. Temperature

Recorded
Boots and Shoes 3 2 1
Ladies” Outfitters ... 7 3 4
Gents’ Outfitters 13 7 6
Ladies” Hairdressers.. 3 2 1
Furniture = 5 — S
Cycle and Electrical ... 5 d 5
GIoceEss | el i 5 1 4
Butchers .. .. 3 - 3
Greengrocers & Florists 3 — 3
Other Foods ... A 2 1 18
Miscellaneous... .. 11 5 6

60 21 39
Workplaces.

Sixty-three inspections were made of workplaces including
but excluding shops.

Places of Entertainment.
Forty-three inspections were made of buildings used for the puf

of public entertainment.
SECTION E.
GENERAL SANITATION.

Atmospheric Pollution and Smoke Abatement. \

The preservation of a clean atmosphere calls for continuous ¥
and in Slough has received the closest attention by dealing wi
emissions of smoke immediately they occur. We are fortunate in th
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y are our main industries concentrated in one corner of the town, but
‘many of the larger factories are of recent construction organised on
ka lines and for the most part make extensive use of electricity in lieu
steam. At several factories steam-raising plant is equipped with ap-
liances for indicating and preventing the emission of smnl;(c.

. Statistics of the year under review show that thirteen complaints of

ged smoke or grit nuisances were received from members of the public.

ions of chimneys of steam-raising and other industrial plant

ere taken by the district sanitary inspectors on one hundred and twelve

seasions and forty-six interviews with works engineers, etc., took place.

th your Chief and Deputy Chief Officers are qualified Smoke Inspectors

- personally attend to special problems of smoke emission which arise
om time to time.

- It is now being realised that smoke abatement and fuel efficiency are
1e and the same thing—no longer is the emission of black smoke from
E__fnctérf chimney considered to be a symbol of industrial prosperity—on
€ contrary it demonstrates a waste of valuable fuel. In those cases, where
e problem is that of low-grade fuel only being available the assistance of
%‘ inistry of Fuel and Power is sought.

~ One cannot leave this subject without reference to the contribution
ade by thechimneys of private dwellings to the pollution of the atmosphere.
1proved domestic fuel appliances are taking their place and a more plentiful
PPly of “ smokeless ” solid-fuel is becoming available, but more publicity
needed to make the public conscious of the evil of the open domestic fire
rich burns bituminous coal.

- The probable relation between the high death-rate and periods of dense
g in the areas of London and adjoining counties towards the end of
52 has focussed attention on the whole subject of Atmospheric Pollution,
d the Government have decided to set up a Committee of Inquiry into
2 problem,

- The Corporation have for some years shown their interest as constituent
:mbers of the National Smoke Abatement Society, and the London and
»me Counties Smoke Abatement Advisory Council. Your Vice-Chairman
d my Deputy attended the Annual Conference, 1952, of the former body
ich was held at Southsea. Your Chief Sanitary Inspector continued as a
imber of the Executive Committees of both organisations.

;@ubl: Dwellings.

Constant observation was necessary to ensure that no unauthorised
d was used by moveable dwellings. The continued housing shortage
- encouraged the occupation of caravans which have a tendency to
Ome means of permanent habitation. Unlike the position in the
mounding rural areas, however, the situation within the Borough cannot
said to have reached the problem stage.

The provision of 2 municipal caravan site was fully investigated during
year ﬂy the General Purposes Committee, when your Chief Sanitary
pector submitted his observations. After careful consideration it was
ided not to proceed further with the matter.

!Dm'lhg the year one site licence for four dwellings and sixty-seven
veable dwelling licences were authorised by the Health and Sanitation
mmittee for caravans stationed in various parts of the Borough. Your
cers made one thousand one hundred and twenty-five visits of inspection
the supervision of these dwellings.
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Summary proceedings were instituted against the oc:n;]::m of si
caravans stationed within the Borough, but in respect of which licences ha
not been granted by the Corporation. The defendants were all convicte
when fines of £2 each were imposed and a continuing daily penalty of 10s. C
was fixed by the Justices. TE::)sitc was vacated. -

Offensive Trades.
In pursuance of the Public Health Act, 1936, annual consent of t
Corporation was renewed in respect of two premises, being the only offens!
s carried on within the Borough—namely, a soap boiler and a rag 3
bone dealer. Forty-seven visits of inspection were made during the ye
No complaints were received and no nuisance occurred at either premis

House Drainage.
There were one hundred and forty-five complaints by members

the public concerning defective drains and sanitary fittings, and a &
of eight hundred and eight visits were made in investigating tiawe complai
and supervising work in progress.

Drainage systems were reconstructed at nineteen E:S-um and of
sanitary improvements were carried out at two hun and fifty-r
premises. Thirty hydraulic and smoke tests were applied to drains.
cessgoc-ls of two houses were abolished and the drainage systems conne
to the public sewer.

Water Supply- .
There are only seven dwelling-houses within the Borough where

water supply is not obtained from the town water-mains. At three of tk
houses the supply is derived from shallow wells and four houses situated |
isolated area are served by a piped-supply of spring water. Negotial
are in progress with regard to the provision of a water service trom
public supply to these four dwellings. i

During the year three houses supplied with water from shallow
were connected to the public water supply. v

Sixty-six samples of water were procured for examination and 70
were made in connection with water supplies and sampling as follow

Domestic water supply ... e e _l 21
Swimming baths ... .. .. aliuaspdt el

The Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 195I.

In pursuance of the above Act, the Council are required to ref
premises where rag flock and other filling materials are used and to l
each year premises where rag flock is manufactured or stored. N
flock is manufactured within the Borough, although one licence was gt
in respect of storage of rag flock. There are six premises on the Co
register in respect of the use of rag flock. ,

It was not found necessary to take samples during the year.

SECTION F.
PEST INFESTATION CONTROL.

In accordance with the requirements of the Prevention of Ds
by Pests Act, 1949, the Pest Infestation Section of the Health Depat
with the personnel of a pest control officer and five rodent operators; &
continued to carry out pest infestation control work under the followl
h ]' gs :__ - .- " - - - -:
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(@) Private dwellings—(free service).
(b) Industrial and business premises-(short-term treatment—
| re-chargeable).

_ (c) Industrial and business premises—(Annual Agreement
r Scheme).

(d) Sewer treatment.

(e) Local authority premises.

(f) Destruction of pests other than rodents—(re-chargeable).

A Government grant-in-aid of 50 per cent. of approved expenditure

ipon rodent control is made in respect of the treatment of private dwellings,
ewers and local authority properties, subject to an efficient control service
ing maintained by the local authority.

todent Control.

Three hundred and sixty notifications of infestation by rats and seventy
y mice received attention during the year, This is a considerable increase
om sixty-eight, eight years ago, from which it is evident that the public
ave an appreciation as to the value of notification. These notifications and
the quuF of investigation resulted in 2,615 visits being made by the
strict sanitary inspectors and the pest control officer in addition to the
ork of the rodent operators, summarised in Table No. 14.

No “ reservoir ” or “ major ” infestations are known to exist within
e Borough and in certain areas there appears to be somewhat of 2 decrease
infestation, but, of course, the utmost vigilance is necessary to maintain
d improve upon this position.

~ Methods of treatment are in the main those recommended by the
linistry of Afﬂtu[turc and Fisheries, and have included the use of Zinc
108 rsenious Oxide, “ Warfarin,” “ Anta” and occasional

- Advantage has been taken of the Refresher Courses arranged from time
) time by Ministry to enable rodent officers and operators to keep
preast of modern technique.

t. No formal action under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act,
49, was necessary during the year.

nt of Sewers.

| In accordance with the requirements of the Infestation Division of
€ Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the treatment of Sewers was
rried out twice during the year.

Bucks and East Berks Workable Area Committee for Rodent
Control,

- The Council is a constituent member of the above committee, which
mprises the districts of the Boroughs of Slough, Maidenhead and New
indsor, the urban districts of Beaconsfield, Eton and Chesham and the
fal districts of Easthampstead, Windsor and Amersham,

- This committee, under the Chairmanship of Councillor F. S. G. Room,
s C.C., of Slough, will, no doubt, prove to be a useful medium for dis-
sing rodent control problems, and ensuring co-operation between local
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