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BIRTH RATES.

Year

1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947

England and Wales .. 151 ) 150 146 | 142 | 158 16.5| 17.6| 161 | 191 | 205

Slough ..

..... e 196 193] 1895] 166 184 | 196 | 205 | 189 209 | 21.8

Pe

to Total Births . 50 44| 44| 55| 59| 64| 67| 88| 67| 6.1

of
te Births

STILLBIRTHS.

The registered number of stillbirths was 22 (10 males and 12 females)
of which three were illegitimate. This figure gives a still-birth rate of
18.36 per 1,000 total births or 0.33 per 1,000 population, as compared with
23 and 0.42 for 1948,

The National stillbirths rate is 0.39 per 1,000 population, and Slough
has been consistently below the country as a whole. e low rate reached
this year is far below that ever experienced before.

DEATHS.

After correction for transferable deaths, the net total assigned to the
Borough was 533 (298 males, and 235 females), a fall of six on the total for
1948. :

The tables on pages 9 and 10 show the sex and age distribution and
causes of death in 1949. Of the total deaths 254 (47.749;) occurred ir
persons aged 70 or over. Persons over the age of 65 are now regardec
officially as being ‘ old > and there were 312 deaths (58.64 %) in this group.

The crude death rate was 8.04 per 1,000 of the estimated resi
population as compared with 7.97 for the previous year. The co C
death rate, that is one which takes the age and sex of the population intg
account, was 9.81. This is obtained, in the absence of local figures, by
multiplying the crude death rate by the Comparability Figure of 1.22.
figure is supplied by the Registrar-General and allows comparison between
the National Rate (11.7) and the corrected death rate in any other area of
the country.

DEATH RATES.

Year

o —

1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946

England and Wales .. 11.6| 121 | 143 | 129 | 116 121 | 11.6 | 11.4] 11.5

— — —

Crude D.R., Slough . 83| 8% | 289 8.8 1.2 82| 99| 84 8.3







SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF DEATHS, 1949.
Ages at Death in Years.  Males Females Total |

Under 1 o 18 12 30 |
L ° e Y ST 1 3 4 '
1 | N i g, 8 7 4 11
25 geves o ] e N 31 25 56
- L AR & e it 76 44 120
65 B et 30 28 58

— 163 RN 1 =
70 it e dind 42 34 76
T o 50 34 84
80 i 25 28 53
85 o - 15 15 30
90 = ) e 3 3 6
95 and over ... 2 —= 5 5

— 135 = 119 - -

298 235

MATERNAL MORTALITY. _
No deaths were attributed directly to pregnancy or child bearing during
the year under review. '

INFANT MORTALITY. :
After correction for inward and outward transfers, there were 30 death:
(18 males and 12 females) of infants under one year of age.

From the table below it will be seen that there has been a steady declin
in the infant r:'n::-rl:'aul.1t1.ir rate during the past ten years and the rate uf 25.51
per 1,000 live births is by far the lowest figure ever recorded in Slough
Whea it is remembered that the medical officer of health, reporting in 192¢
said that the rate of just under 50 which then existed was zFrZost as low -_;
possible, it will be seen that great strides in infant care have been made
The infant mortality rate is often taken as an indication of the gener:
health of the community, and it is pleasing to be able to record that th
Infant Mortality Rate for Slough has nearly always been below that for th

country as a2 whole.

Year .. 1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946
England and Wales 53 | 50 | 55 | 59 | 49 | 49 | 46 | 46 | 43
Slough #3473\ 468| 479] 04| 402 373| 33| 311

The table below divides the deaths of infants under one year of ag
into causes and into periods of less than one year. It shows deaths i
varying periods up to 28 days, known as the neo-natal period, and also i
further varying periods up to 1 year. It is very mtere:stmg to note that of |
the 30 deaths in infants under the age of 1 year, 24 (or 80%,) died in th
first month of life, giving a neo-natal mortality rate of 20.4 per thousand
live bLirths.
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ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The Cippenham Isolation Hospital came under the control of the
Eton Joint Hospital Board in July, 1933. The Board was constituted by
the Ministry of Health Provisional Order Confirmation (Eton Joint Hospital
District) Act, 1933, and consisted of the following members :

Eton U.D.C. — 2 elected: 1 ex-officio.
Slough UD.C. — 3 elected: 1 ex-officio.
Eton R.D.C. — 3 elected : 1 ex-officio.

The hospital continued under this arrangement until 5th July, 1948,
when it was raken over by the Windsor Group Hospital Management
Committee of the Nortn-West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board,
but the Slough Corporation carried on under the agency basis until 31st
December, 1948, and the Medical Officer of Health continued to act as
Medical Superintendent until the hospital was closed on 31st January, 1949.

The hospital had a total of 75 beds, ten of which were in a new cubicle
block completed early in 1936. There was a full nursing staff including
a matron and sister, and cases were admitted from >lough Urban District
(later Slough Borough), Eton Urban District and Eton Rural District,
under the care of the Medical Officer of Health for Slough who was appmntcd
Medical Superintendent.

Following the closure of the hospital early in 1949 all cases from the
district were admitted to Maidenhead Isolation Hospital.

It is always pleasing to know that the incidence of infectious diseases
has fallen to such a low level that the need for many of the smaller isolation
hospitals has passed, but the medical officer of health who previously
undertook the care of patients in these hospitals cannot view the removal
of such units with equanimity as his control of infectious diseases in the
district must inevitably be diminished even although he obtains full co-
operation from the new hospital authorities.

Infectious diseases do still occur even although with less frequency
than before and the medical officer, who is often recognised as the local
“ consultant ” for infectious diseases must, by losing his day-to-day contac

with clinical cases, inevitably find that his position is thereby made mo
difficult. :

SLOUGH CORPORATION ACT, 1949.

The Slough Corporation was able, in 1949, to obtain legislative sanction
from Parliament for many matters whl-:h it was considered, would be |
of benefit to the town and among the provisions of the Slough Cmpﬂmtln 1|

Act, 1949, are a number of clauses directly affecting the health of the people.

Among the clauses, concerning infectious diseases there is one under
which the Corporation, acting on the advice of the Medical Officer of |
Health may close any school or Sunday school or any department thereof, |
or may exclude children from school or places of public entertainment of
assembly for the purpose of preventing the spread of infectious disease.

Probably the most important clause in the prevention of disease i§
that which allows the Corporation to request a person sufftrmg frﬂm in-
fectious tuberculosis to cease employment in the Borough in the cooking,
preparation or handling of food intended for persons outside his own
household. If such a request is not complied with then the Corporatio:
may apply to a court of summary jurisdiction for an Order requiring him
to stop his employment.
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WHOOPING COUGH.

118 cases of whooping cough were notified during 1949 as com
with 328 for 1948. The figure for the current year is below that found for
six out of the nine years during which whooping cough has been a notifiable
disease. The quarterly distribution is shewn below :
1st quarter — 72
2nd quarter — 34
3rd quarter — 12

4th quarter — —
The greater majority of the cases occurred during the first quarter of
the year, and this was a continuation of the fairly high rate in 1948,

At no time did the disease reach epidemic proportions and the cases were
fairly evenly distributed throughout the various wards of the Borough.
No deaths were reported as having been due to this disease.

WHOOPING COUGH IMMUNISATION.

It has been the practice to offer to immunise children against Whooping |
Cough should the parent wish this to be done. The vaccination can be
carried out either in conjunction with diphtheria immunisation or as an
entirely separate procedure. During 1949, 623 children were immunised
with a combined vaccine against diphtheria and whooping cough, and a
further 37 had inoculations against whooping cough alone. -

Although immunisation against Whooping Cough is believed to be of
some value, its efficacy is not proven. Parents are not actively persuaded
to have their children immunised against whooping cough because, should
the vaccine apparently fail to have any effect then they might draw a parz
with diphtheria immunisation itself, and condemn as useless a practi
which has removed one of the greatest scourges of childhood.

SCARLET FEVER.

Only 33 cases of scarlet fever were notified during the year under
review compared with 66 in 1948 : indeed the recorded number of cases
of this disease has not been so small since 1928 when 28 were notified. 14
of the cases notified during 1949 were admitted to hospital but no deaths
occurred. The fact that the number of cases recorded in 1949 was so
small may not be of great significance in itself, but scarlet fever has shown a
great decline in virulence during recent years and deaths or severe complica-
tions following this disease are now a comparative rarity. Whether this
decline is a natural phenomenon or whether it is due to treatment of strepto:
coccal diseases by sulphonamides and penicillin is still a matter for arg t

ERYSIPELAS.

Fourteen cases of this disease were notified during 1949 and two wer
admitted to hospital. No deaths were recorded.

PNEUMONIA.

14 cases of pneumonia were notified during the year, and of these twe
were admitted to hospital. These notifications do not include all cases
of pneamonia in the Borough, from which there were seventeen deaths, 2
only Acute Primary Pneumonia and Acute Influenzal Pneumonia are noti
fiable. Of the 14 notifications 10 were Acute Primary Pneumonia and 4
were Acute Influenzal Pneumonia.
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i ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS.
. . Three cases of this disease were notified during the year, two occurring
. in February and one in September. Two of the cases, both adults, recovered
- rapidly without any residual paralysis, but the third case, a child of five years,
- had some paralysis of the legs. Slough was extremely fortunate in having
- oaly three cases of this disease during the year as England and Wales as a
- whole had 5,920 cases compared with 7,671 during the epidemic of 1947,
- The attack rate for the country as a whole was 0.136 per 1,000, and for
- Slough was 0.045 1,000.

i method ﬂP:;:rcad of this disease is still not certain and the reason
t for the low incidence in this town cannot, therefore, be known at present.
- One can only hope that the good fortune experienced in the Borough over
- the past few years may be continued.

ENTERIC FEVER.

One case of typhoid fever was notified during the year. He was a
steward on the s.s. Mooltan, and it is probable that he contracted the disease
on board ship. He was admitted to Maidenhead Hospital and made a
complete recovery. No further cases resulted,

MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTION,
One case of meningococcal infection was notified during

FOOD POISONING,

the year.

Total Organisms or
No. of Mo, of Mo of other agents Foods involved
" | Outbreaks Cases Deaths responsible
One 16 Nil. No definite food Probably minced
poisoning organisms | beef,
incriminated.

One outbreak of food poisoning occurred during the year, at Thomas
Gray School, on 28th April, 1949. Meals were supplied by the Baylis
Court School Meals Kitchen but the minced meat and canned corned beef
‘which came under suspicion were only sent to the school where the outbreak

' Sixteen persons were affected, 9 pupils and 7 members of the staff.
‘Diarrhoea and vomiting commencing some hours after the meal and
lasting until the next day were experienced by all the victims,

. No serious contamination was found ip scrapings taken from the
- tin, but samples of the minced beef and also of the minced beef
and corned beef mixed with gravy were found to be heavily contaminated.
Although the organisms isolated were not of the type usually associated
with food poisoning it was the opinion of the Medical Officer of Health
Ehat such gross contamination would account for an attack of gastro-enteritis,
. It would appear, therefore, that the organisms had multiplied rapidly
in meat which had been cooked the previous day and reheated just before
the meal was served. Although the standard of hygiene in the kitchen
Wwas high and no eriticism is implied, this outbreak seems to emphasise,
once again, the dangers of reheating, in communal kitchens, meat which
has cooked the previous day. Food, especially meat and milk products,
hich is allowed to stand overnight in this way allows the germs, which
nay have been very few in number to start with, to multiply at an enormous

fate and so to cause food poisoning symptoms the next day.
! 23





















Allocation of Council Houses.

Many requests were received for support of applications for the tenancy
of Council houses, ex-mulitary camp huts and requisitioned properties, both
within the Borough and in the areas of other local authorities, resulting in
101 investigations of housing conditions being carried out and appropriate
recommendations being made in each case.

Rent Restrictions Certificates.

No applications were received under the Rent and Mo Interest
Restrictions Acts 1920-1939 for certificates as to the state of repair of
dwelling-houses.

Information re Local Land Charges.
Requests for information as to statutory action were received and dealt
with in respect of 1,123 properties.

Verminous Disinfestation of Dwelling-Houses.

During the year 89 complaints of verminous infestation were received
and 240 dwelling-houses were examined, resulting in treatment being carried
out by the Department at 71 houses, of which 25 were Council properties.
In addition, the homes of several tenants of Council houses, provisionally
selected for transfer, were examined.

SECTION C.

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

Hygiene of Food Premises.

Considerable attention, particularly in an advisory capacity has 1
given to the cleanliness of food shops and other premises and of food
handlers to ensure that all foodstuffs intended for human consumption : e
stored and handled and delivered to the consumer under satisfactory hygienic
conditions. :

Several improvements of premises and methods have been effected,
particularly at restaurant and cafe kitchens and recommendations madg
to improve the personal hygiene of food handlers.

During the year 3,479 visits were made to premises at which food i
prepared, stored and sold. ,

The Borough Council have had under consideration the adoption o
Byelaws relating to the handling, wrapping and delivery of food and sale
in the open air. Such Byelaws will be definite step forward.

Milk and Dairies.

Since the last Annual Report, the Food and Drugs (Milk and Dairies)
Act, 1944, after considerable postponement, has come into operatiof,
resulting in the transference of the supervision of the production of milk
from local authorities to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Tk
supervision of the distribution of milk, however, still remains a function
of the local authority. The law relating to Milk and Dairies has also been
subjected to considerable revision and new legislation became operative Of
1st October, 1949.
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During the year, 144 samples of ice-cream were taken by the District
Sanitary Inspectors and submitted to the Town Hall Laboratory for examina-
tion, as compared with 82 samples in 1948 and 40 samples in 1947.

There is, as yet, no statutory standard for either the bacteriological
purity or chemical constituents of ice-cream and the samples were i
under the following bacteriological provisional categories, the result
showing that 80.6% samples satisfied the test as compared with 59.99;
in 1948.

TABLE NO. 5.

Provisional Samples Examined. No. of Samples |
Grade Satisfactory.
Methylene Blue Test. | Faecal Coli Present.
1 78 — T8
2 41 3 38
3 14 - — |
4 11 3 R |

Manufacture and Sale of Preserved Food.

There are 54 premises within the Borough used for the preparation
or manufacture of sausages or potted, pressed, pickled or preserved food
intended for sale for human consumption, registered by the Corporation
pursuant to Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, including 18 sk
friers premises. All premises have been regularly inspected, 159 visit
having been made for that purpose and improvements effected at 32 premises

An application for the registration of premises proposed to be used foi
the boiling of shell fish was refused and upon appeal to the Slough Magis
trates Court, the Appeal was dismissed. '

Bakehouses.

Number on Register ... g 255 s i e

Inspections ... .. a2 sty LR
Notices served in respect of contraventions — ... ..

Itinerant Vendors of Food.

Careful observation is constantly kept upon street food vendors a
their storage premises to ensure that as far as is possible foodstuffs so
in that manner are stored and sold under satisfactory conditions. Duri
the year 146 such observations and visits were made. P

It is anticipated that Section 115 of the Slough Corporation Act, 1%
which provides for the registration of hawkers of food and their premis
will be brought into operation in the near future.

Food and Drugs Adulteration.

Four hundred and fifty-five samples of foods and drugs were procu
for analysis, representing 6.9 samples per thousand of the estimated popu
tion as compared with 4.66 samples per thousand in 1948.  Of these samg
214 were submitted to the Public Analyst and 227 milk samples and
spirit samples were informally tested by the Sampling Officers. Ta
No. 6 shows the articles sampled, of which the Public Analyst
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The Borough Council are constituent members of both the National
Smoke Abatement Society and also the London and Home Counties Smoke
Abatement Advisory Council. Three officers of the hold the
specialised qualification of the Royal Sanitary Institute for Smoke Inspectors.

Statistics as to the extent of atmospheric pollution within the Borough
of Slough are not available at the present time, but the provision of & i
apparatus for that purpose is under consideration by the Health and Sanita-
tion Committee. :

Offensive Trades. .

Two offensive trades operating under annual consent of the Borough
Council, namely, a soap boiler and a rag and bone dealer, continued to
operate satisfactorily. Such premises are, of course, subject to frequent
Sﬂpﬁﬁlﬁlﬂﬂ.

Moveable Dwellings. !

I am pleased to record that during the year no outstanding problems
arose from illicit camping by moveable dwellings as was experienced in
recent years and neither were summary proceedings found necessary.

There is one licensed camping site to accommodate five moveable
dwellings within the Borough and new licences were issued by the Borough
Council in respect of 5 dwellings and renewal licences for 11 dwellings.
Two hundred and seven visits of inspection were made. :

It is necessary for persons desirous of stationing a moveable dwelling
in the Borough to obtain both a licence under the Public Health Act, 1936
and consent under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1937. T woule
express appreciation of the co-operation of the Area Planning Officer in th
consideration of such matters.

Water Sampling.
Forty-six samples of water were procured for examination and
visits were made in connection with water supplies, water sampling an

pollution of streams, viz :—

Domestic water supply samples ... .. = 2
Food Premises water supply samples el < - 15
Swimming Baths ,, = 2y - B S 26
Stream water samples . e s s e ; 3

(These figures exclude routine anal};is of Public Supplies.)

Rag Flock Acts, 1911 and 1928.
No samples of rag flock were taken during the year.

SECTION F.
PEST INFESTATION CONTROL.

Rodent Control. | 3
The work of the Pest Infestation Control Section has continued 0

become intensified as the Corporation service has become better known
to members of the Public, the demand having increased beyond expectation.
I am pleased to observe that in recent years there has been a gradual increase
in the exercise of public duty in the notification of infestation to the Dep:
ment and there can be little doubt that this has been fostered by the p
by the Borough Council in the provision of a free service for pri
dwellings, and the introduction of the annual agreement scheme for in

and business premises.
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