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Diphtheria Immunisation.

On the fifth July, 1948, responsibility for the immunisation
of children of all ages was transferred to the County Council as
opposed to the previous arrangement by which the Borough
Council undertook to immunise children of school age.

The practice of using a single injection of 0.5 c.c. of A.P.T. as
a ‘‘booster” dose at school age, and two injections of 0.5 c.c. at an
interval of four weeks as initial treatment was continued, and
no cases of either local or general reactions have been recorded.

With regard to the immunisation of infants the most popu-
lar reagent by far has been the combined diphtheria and
whooping cough vaccine, using three injections at intervals of
one month. Following a complaint from a general practitioner in
the area that a large number of children treated with this vaccine
had severe local reactions a full investigation was carried
out. As the result of a questionnaire circulated to all other
doctors in the area it was found that a certain few had had a
similar experience, but after consulting the manufacturers had
changed their technique and had better results. It is understood
also that the manufacturers have improved the vaccine, and in
the light of experience gained by all concerned the number of
reactions recorded in future is expected to be extremely small,

As all record cards have been transferred to the County
Health Department the figures for immunisation for the first
half-year only are available and are as follows:—

Number of children re-
immunised during the 6
months ending 30th June,

Number of children who completed a full
course of Primary Immunisation during

the 6§ months ending 30th June, 1948, 1948,
Age at date of Final Injection.
Total,
Under 5. 5-14,
381 51 432 205

Number of cases of Diphtheria occurring in :—

(a) Immunised subjects . . oy § 2
(b) Non-Immunised subjects .. 2
Death from Diphtheria — Nil.

Diphtheria Anti-Toxin.

: Supplies of diphtheria anti-toxin have in the past been
proﬂded by the Council and kept available at the Town Hall for
general practitioners who required it, with an additional
‘emergency supply at the Police Station.

This arrangement no longer exists and stocks are now
.-‘%htau_;alille direct from the nearest Isolation or large General
Hospital,

|
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Bacteriological results.

2 days at 3 days at
20°C. 20°C.

1 day at
20°C,

No. of Colonies develnping on
Agar pér €. | . o o 0 0 0

Abzent from 100 ml.
Absent from 100 ml.
Absent from 100 ml.

Presumptive Coliform Reaction
Bact. Coli ErE R o bl
Cl. welchii Reaction

This sample is reasonably clear and bright in appearance,
neutral in reaction and free from metals apart from a trace of
iron. The water is soft in character, contains no excess of mineral
or saline constituents in solution and is of the highest standard
of organic and bacterial purity.

These results are normal, consistent with a pure and whole-
some water and suitable for drinking and domestic purposes.

SWIMMING POOLS.

A careful check has been kept on the purity of water at the
Baylis House and Social Centre swimming pools, where filtration
and chlorination plants are installed. Samples are examined at
regular intervals and are constantly found to be satisfactory.

The most recent bacteriological report obtained is as
follows:-

Baylis House, Social Centre.
Absent in 1 : 50 c.cs. Absent in 1 : 50 c.cs.
Presumptive Absent in 1 : 10 c.ca, Abgent in 1 : 10 c.ca.
Coli Test out of 5 out of 5§
Absent in 5 : 1 c.c. Absent in 5 : 1 c.c.
out of 5 out of 5
Coliform Count 0 per 100 c.cs. 0 per 100 c.cs.

The above samples of water are bright and clear in
appearance and of a high degree of bacterial purity.

FOOD POISONING.

Total No. Mool | iaree Organisms or other agents| Foods involved
of Caées Dealths responsible, with number | with number of
outbreaks, g of outbreaks each. outbreaks of each.
1 20 P~ Probably due to Zine Stewed plums
approx. poisoning—1. and apples.
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One outbreak was recorded during the year, at the Girls’
High School on 24th September, 1948. About 20 children and
several of the staff had become suddenly ill after consuming lunch
at mid-day, which had been supplied in containers by the School
Meals Service at Station Road, Cippenham. The first course
comprised meat, potatoes, cabbage and gravy, and the second
course consisted of plum and apple with eremola or semolina. It
was the second course which appeared to cause almost immediate
vomiting, and on tasting a bitter and burning sensation was
complained of.

Samples of all the foods were taken at the School canteen,
some having to be recovered from the waste food bins and fairly
clean samples were obtained. A portion of plum and apple with
semolina or eremola was retained on a plate as served and this
was sent with the other samples for chemical analysis and
bacteriological examination to the Public Health Laboratory and
the Public Analyst. Further enquiries at the School Meals
Service Depot revealed the fact that the plums in question were
fresh plums and mixed with windfall apples. The total meals
served that day was 1,524 and each meal consisted of the same
menu as already stated. There did not appear to be any illness
among the staff of the Depot, and it was observed that strict
cleanliness was maintained although better storage facilities
might be obtained. It was ascertained that the plums and apples
were cooked in steam jacketed pans and immediately placed in
common galvanised baths which, on inspection later, showed that
a large amount of the galvanised surface had been removed ex-
posing the surface of the sheet metal of the baths, which were
quite new and recently issued to this Depot. Four baths of this
type were used for this purpose. The possibility of the action of
the acid in the fruit on the metal appeared to be a most likely
cause of metallic poisoning. The meals were all packed by the
same three helpers whose names were obtained and none gave
any history of recent illness. The number of schools served with
this same meal numbered 15, most of which surround the Slough
Borough area. The Girls’ High School received 200 meals from
this School Meals Service all in approved containers, but in
addition there were several other meals served which had been
prepared in their own kitchen. The only persons who were taken
ill were those who had partaken of the School Meals Service meal
and this was established by the fact that separate tables are
used for this purpose and kept strictly separate.. Apparently the

course was eaten without complaint, but the plums and
apples with cremola was promptly complained of as tasting
bitter with a burning sensation in the throat and appeared to be
the source of the trouble.

Further enquiries revealed that the meal was served from
two points in the High School, and in each part there were at
, a dozen who vomited almost immediately and there were
 several others who felt sick. The only Assistant who partook of
this meal was also ill. Apparently only one other person who
had this meal at a school in Wraysbury suffered from diarrhoes
the following day. It was later established that the plum and
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apple was cooked the previous day about 2.30 p.m. and was
placed hot into the metal galvanised baths, where it remained
until approximately 7.30—8 a.m. the following morning and it
was in the containers about five hours before serving.

The report of the Public Health Laboratory Service was as
follows:-

g{ggfu ] Organisms of the enteric,

Cabbage dysentery and food-poisoning

Semolina. groups not isolated.

Plums and semolina. No Staph. aureus isolated.
and the report of the Public Analyst contained the following
comments:-

“I can find no evidence in the very small samples at my
disposal of the presence of anything deleterious. From the
symptoms and rapidity of the attack, it would point to
poisoning by zinc and this contention is somewhat sub-
stantiated by the appearance of the galvanised tray on
which the plums had been allowed to stand. Acid fruits
should never be allowed to come in contact with metallic
surfaces and whilst in this case no zinc was found in the
sample, it might well be that action on the zinc tray was
the cause of the trouble. The portion I have examined
may have been at the top and not have come in contact
with the metal, but from my past experience, cooked fruits
when allowed to stand on a galvanised tray have rapidly |
caused vomiting and diarrhoea after consumption.”

The conclusion was that the outbreak was probably due to
Zinc Poisoning caused by allowing cooked fruits to stand in

galvanised containers.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

Responsibility for the provision of an Ambulance Service is
now vested in the County Council, who continue to use the
service of St. John’s Ambulance Brigade, Burlington Road,
Slough.
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SECTION B.
HOUSING.

Demolition and Closing of Unfit Houses (Proceedings under
Section 11 and 12 of the Housing Act, 1936.)

Only under special circumstances were certain unfit houses
dealt with under the above procedure these being cases in which
the buildings had become dangerous or were otherwise
completely unfit for human habitation.

(a) Demolition Orders (Section 11)—Nos. 3 and 4 Selwood
Cottages, Chalvey Grove.

(b) Closing Orders (Section 12)—Lower Ground Floor
Flat, 25, Upton Park.

Repair of Unfit Houses.

During the year, 875 dwelling-houses were surveyed and
1,656 re-inspections were made rendering 472 houses fit for
human habitation under the provisions of the Public Health and
Housing Acts. As in recent years only urgent repairs were
required to dilapidated houses which normally would have been
dealt with by Clearance or Demolition Order procedure.

The Department received 304 complaints of defective
structural and insanitary conditions of dwelling-houses.

Generally, there have been no special difficulties encountersd
in securing the prompt execution of repair work in spite of the
shortage of building labour and materials.

Repairs to Property in Owner’s Default.

It was not found necessary for the Department to institute
summary proceedings or execute any work owing to the failure
of property owners or agents to comply with statutory notices.

Overcrowding.

Although the high degree of overcrowding of dwelling-
houses known to exist within the Borough demanded much
attention, with the acute housing shortage it was only possible
to relieve the more serious cases.

During the year 180 investigations relative to overcrowding
were made, but it is impossible to ascertain the actual extent of
overcrowding without a special survey being undertaken for
that purpose.

There were no applications for licences to permit temporary
overcrowding.

Many houses were surveyed to enable owners to be advised
as to “permitted numbers”, and rent books examined to ascertain
that the prescribed statutory particulars had been inseribed.

Allocation of Council Houses.

Requests for support of applications for Council houses were
dealt with during the year involving investigations by the District
Sanitary Inspectors at 116 dwelling-houses. Several enquiries
from other Local Authorities as to the housing conditions of
applicants who were residing in this Borough and had applied
for accommodation in those districts were also dealt with.
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Table No. 4.

Samples Procured. Results,

67 - Pasteurised milk wo e ol 65 complied with prescribed
conditions.

37 - Tuberculin-tested (Pasteurised)

milk ot adl ) 35 = n i
1 - Tuberculin-tested (Certified)

milk ST o 1 g T 1 A A 5
12 - Tuberculin-tested milk 9 %
3 - Accredited milk .. .. .. __ 3 -
78 - Heat-treated milk v e | 6T were satiafactory.
41 - Non-designated milk . ; a9

Heat Treatment of Milk,

The Borough is not an area specified under Defence Regula-
tion 55G relating to the restriction on the sale of raw milk, but
at the rec%uest of the Ministry of Food samples are regularly
procured from three approved heat-treatment plants. During
1948, 98 samples were procured for examination of which 19
were unsatisfactory.

Biological Testing of Milk.

Eighteen samples of milk were submitted to the National
Institute for Research in Dairying at Reading for biological
testing for the presence of tubercle bacilli. Adverse reports were
received upon 2 samples which gave positive results and the
matter was referred to the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries who eliminated tuberculous cows from the respective

herds.

Manufacture and Sale of Ice-cream.

Fifteen premises are registered under the Food and Drugs
Act, 1938, for the manufacture and 80 premises for the storage
and retail sale of ice-cream. Much consideration was given to the
hygienic condition of registered premises and the administration
of the Ice-cream Heat Treatment Regulations 1947 and 1948, 224
inspections being made and improvements effected at 10 premises.

Eighty-two samples of ice-cream were submitted for
bacteriological examination by the methylene blue reduction test
at the Town Hall Laboratory as compared with 40 samples in
1847, As there is no statutory standard for the bacteriological

urity of ice-cream the samples were classified under the
following provisional categories, the general result showing an
improvement on the previous year:-
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Table No. 5.

Provisional Grade. No. of Samples.

38
11
17
16

M 0 BD e

Manufacture and Sale of Preserved Food.

Routine inspection of 53 premises registered for the prepara-
tion or manufacture of preserved food, including 17 fish fryers
premises continued during the year, for which purpose 238 visits
were made by the District Sanitary Inspectors and improvements
were effected at 24 premises. Premises were found to be kept
generally satisfactory.

Bakehouses.
Number on Register ... .. e 15
hiToyn o nba) o] SR ———— i S
Notices served in respect of contraventions 4

Itinerant Vendors of Food.

Street food traders and their storage premises were kept
under observation to ensure that foodstuffs sold in that manner
were stored under hygienic conditions and were fit for human
consumption when offered for sale. Eighty-three visits were

made for that purpose.

Food and Drugs Adulteration.

During the year 308 samples of foods and drugs were
procured for analysis representing a proportion of 4.66 samples
per thousand of the estimated population. Of these samples 181
were submitted to the Public Analyst and the remainder, 104
milk samples and 23 spirit samples were informally tested by the
Sampling Officers. The articles sampled are summarised in Table
No. 6. The Public Analyst reported adversely upon 17 samples
i.e. 5.52% of the samples submitted to him. _

Summary proceegings were instituted in 6 cases, warnings
issued in 2 cases and 2 cases were referred to the Ministry of
Food for consideration. In the remaining cases advisory work

was carried out. -
The average quality of the milk samples examined was

Fat 3.69°, and Solids-not-fat 8.57%,, as compared with the
minimum presumptive standard prescribed by the Sale of Milk
Regulations, of Fat 3% and Solids-not-fat 8.5%.

Preservatives and Colouring Matter in Food.

Sixty-five samples of foods were examined by the Public
Analyst and 64 samples were found to be free from excessive
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Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933.

Eleven slaughtermen’s licences were granted during the
year. The provisions of the Act have been well observed.

Meat and Food Inspection.

In reviewing the work carried out in the supervision of the
Borough food supplies, I would express appreciation of the co-
operation of the officials of the Ministry of Food and of food
traders generally with the Department.

During the year there were 8939 animals slaughtered at the
Cippenham Court Farm Slaughterhouse within the Borough
which is requisitioned by the Ministry of Food for that purpose.

I again place on record 100%, inspection of the carcases and
organs of animals slaughtered for food, for which purposes 575
visits were made; 28 tons of meat were condemned as unfit for
human consumption (Details are given in Tables 9 and 10.)

The inspection of foods other than meat at foodshops,
warehouses and factories resulted in the condemnation of some
16 tons of foodstuffs as unfit for human consumption.

The inspection of meat and other food is carried out by the
District Sanitary Inspectors all of whom hold addifional
qualifications in that subject.

Table No. 9.

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED.,

Cattle Sheep &

Ex. Cows Cows Lambs Pigs Calves
Mo, of animals
slaughtered and
inspected .. .. s 1932 295 4691 414 1307
Disease except
tuberculosis,
Whole carcases
condemned .. . 1] 8 10 28 8

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned (96 140 20 as [

% of No. inspected
| affected with disease
| other than tubercu-

e 3063 24 % 1.9% 15.9% 1 s
; |
Tuberculosis,
| Whole carcases
condemned Ty 20 40 - 6 2

| Carcases of which
| some part or organ
|| Was condemned ... 241 208 — 15 1

% of No, inspected
: affected with tuber-
o ceulosils L. L 13.6 % 43 % - S.1% 153
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Atmeospheric Pollution and Smoke Abatement.

Although the extent of obvious nuisance arising from the
emission of smoke and grit within the Borough is not extensive
careful observation has been maintained upon this form of
atmospheric pollution. Only 12 complaints of smoke or grit
nuisances were received, but many observations of factory
chimney emissions were made resulting in the detection of
nuisances which were followed by interviews with works
engineers and investigations of plant and fuel for the purpose
of advising as to remedies. So often, however, the quality of
solid fuels available to industry were found to be far from
suitable for the prevention of atmospheric pollution.

Nuisance arising from a furnace at a timber works used for
the disposal of waste wood and sawdust was abated by the instal-
lation of new plant. A grit nuisance from the steam raising
gg.nt of a laundry affecting the principle shopping centre of the

rough was still being dealt with at the close of the year. In
the case of a factory chimney emitting grit in 1947 and in which
the assistance of the Ministries of Health and of Fuel and Power
was obtained, the supply of an improved grade of fuel has since
been maintained and no further nuisance experienced. Electrical
smoke detection apparatus has since been installed and the
conclusion is considered to be most satisfactory. No formal
action was found to be necessary during the year.

The Borough Council has been a constituent member of the
National Smoke Abatement Society for some few years, during
which time your Chief Sanitary Inspector has served as a Member

- of the Society’s Executive Council.

: During 1948 two of the Distriet Sanitary Inspectors were
. successful in passing the examination of the Royal Sanitary
Institute for Smoke Inspectors, making a total of four Officers
holding that qualification.

Offensive Trades.

Only two offensive trades operate under annual consent of
‘the Borough Council namely a soap boiler and a rag and bone
dealer. Nineteen visits of inspection were mad= and conditions
were found to be generally satisfactory.

‘Moveable Dwellings.

Only one camping site to accommodate five moveable dwel-
lings was licensed by the Borough Council but 3 new applications
and 12 applications for the renewal of licences for the stationing
of individual dwellings within the Borough were granted for a
period of twelve months. Three applications for individual
dwellings were refused. Three-hundred and thirty-four visits
of inspection were made.
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Liaison has been established between this Department and
the Town Planning Authority in the consideration of all applica-
tions for licences.

I am pleased to report that the unsatisfactory conditions
arising from the illicit camping by gypsies in the vicinity of
Chequers Bridge, Langley, ceased early in the year when the
police assisted in dispersing the campers.

Summary proceedings were not found necessary during the
year.
Water Sampling.

Twenty-three samples of water were procured for examina-
tion and 132 visits made in connection with water samples—viz. :-

Domestic water supplies — .. ... .. 2
Swimming bath waters ... .. .. .. 16
Dairy water supply, etc. antt 1] | S 21

(These figures exclude routine analysis of Public Supplies.)

SECTION F.
MISCELLANEOUS,

Rodent Infestation Control.

Control of rodent infestation continued to make good
progress and during the year, 202 notifications of infestation were
received and 700 investigations were made by the Officers of the
Department in addition to the work of the three rodent operators
which is summarised in Table No. 14 (below).

A further survey and treatment of sewers was earried out
in accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Fisheries Infestation Control Division revealing only
a slight degree of infestation.

Advantage was again taken of the Ministry Scheme
financial assistance by a grant of 509, of approved expenditure
subject to compliance with certain prescribed conditions relating
to the efficient organisation of the Departmental Infestation
Control Service.

I would express appreciation of the excellent co-operation |
of the officers of the Infestation Control Division who express
satisfaction with the Corporation Rodent Control Service.

Early in the year, the Corporation decided to carry out
rodent infestation control at private dwelling-houses free of
charge and in practice this has proved to be of considerable
advantage. |









