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BOROUGH OF SLOUGH.

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER of HEALTH

for the year 1946.

To the Mayor, Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee.

MR. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my first annual report upon the
Health Services carried out by the Council. This report is the
fiftieth of the series of such reports.

The vital statistics show that the general health of the area
has been satisfactorily maintained.

Live births totalled 1,318, which is the highest figure recorded
for the Borough, with a rate of 20.9 compared with the national
rate of 19.1 The rate as well as the national rate shows an
inecrease on the 1945 figures, and in addition is the highest since
1920 when it was recorded at 24.

The infantile mortality rate is 31.1 and is 11.9 below the
national rate. This figure shows a decrease on last year’s rate,
which was recorded as a new low record—hence a new record
i3 again established. The maternal mortality rate of 0.74
compares favourably with the national rate of 1.43, while both
figures are an improvement on last year’s.

The death rate of 8.3 is well below the national rate of 11.5,
and is a decline of 0.1 on last year's figure., Heart disease, cancer
and intracranial vascular lesions respectively are again noted
to be the three commonest causes of death.

The death rate from Tuberculosis was 0.6 per 1,000. This
is a slight increase on the previous year, but when compared
with the following figures for the past ten years it will be seen
that it is well within normal limits. Figures for the past ten
years:-
053 059 052 045 064 05 05 04 06 05

A total of 16 cases of Diphtheria were notified, of which
11 were children and 5 adults. All of these cases were admitted
to hospital and none were fatal. An unusual finding was that
out of these 16 cases 10 had been immunised and 6 not
immunised. There was no evidence, however, that any of these
10 cases had been re-immunised since infancy, and as 9 out of
the 10 cases were school children this emphasises the necessity
of re-immunisation ot the time a child enters school.

Scarlet Fever again showed a marked decrease, only 77
cases being notified as compared with 113 the previcus year
The disease was of a mild type and showed very few complicationz.



2

A very sharp rise is noted in Whooping Cough from 92 cases
in 1945 to 280 in 1946. Four deaths occurred.

Measles was again epidemic, 859 cases occurring, 28 of which
had to be admitted to hospital with complications, and one of
which was fatal.

Puerperal fever and pyrexia, and Erysipelas both showed an
increase on the previous year, but there were no fatal cases.

Full statisties are shown in the tables which I have included
in the following pages.

Housing conditions in the town remain very unsatisfactory.
There is a great dearth of accommodation and a very long
waiting list of applicants. It has not been practicable to take any
action under the Public Health or Housing Acts other than the
enforcement of urgent work to make premises habitable and to
remedv serious nuisances. In spite of this situation a very close
watch has been kept on housing conditions, as is evidenced by the
faet that 1,701 inspections and re-inspections were made, out of
which defects were remedied at 903.

The enormous housing shortage and consequent overcrowd-
ing is nndoubtedly responsible for a great deal of bad health and
domestic unhappiness. Applicants for Council houses are
interviewed regularly. and letters from them pleading for support
on health grounds in their applications are received almost daily.
Manv applications are received from tuberculous patients who
are obliged to share a bedroom and sometimes a bed with other
healthy members of the household. In such cases strong
recommendations for priority on health grounds have been
forwarded to the Housing Manager, but progress in rehousing
is slow and the health of some people is likely to suffer before
the sitnation can be alleviated.

The unsatisfactorv state of sewerage and sewage treatment
constitntes Aanother danger to health, and attention has,
therefore, been drawn to the urgency of executing all necessary
work to eradicate this menace.

Close attention has been paid by Sanitary Inspectors to the
aualitv of Food Supnlies and to the premises from which food
for human consumntion is sold. A careful watch has been kent
on the chemieal and esnecially the bacteriolngical purity of milk
supplies, while ice-cream has come nnder close review, and the
process of its manufacture and conditions of sale are being more
stringently controlled.

The good work carried out in these and other fields has done
much to improve the standards of hygiene, and safeguard the
health of the population during the year.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
G. M. HOBEIN,
Medical Officer of Health.


















Diphtheria Immunisation.

Diphtheria Immunisation of all children over five years of
age has been carried out in the Schools, and the assistance and
co-operation of teachers in this important work has been much
appreciated. Owing to the success of the County Health
Department in their drive for the immunisation of all pre-school
children, the number of children reaching school age who have
not at some time received two injections is naturally small. The
work has, therefore, been concentrated on re-immunisation or
the giving of a “booster" dose to raise the level of immunity which
tends to fall after a period of several years.

All school children who have not been immunised within the
last four years receive a “booster” dose, and others who have
never been immunised receive two injections of Alum-precipitated
toxoid at an interval of one month.

Although the greater part of this work is carried out in the
schools, there is in addition an immunisation session held in the
School Clinic at Burlington Road one dav per week, Children who
have been missed at school through being absent can, therefore,
attend at the School Clinie.

The number of parents who refuse to have their children
treated is on the decline.

Number of school children in the Borough
between the ages of 5-14 years ... .. = 9,220

Number in age group 5-14 years immunised in
i1 SRS R S e = 346

Number of children under 15 years of age who have received
a full course of immunisation at any time prior to 31st December,
1946, shown in age groups:-

Under Total
1 1 - 3 4 5-9 10-14 under
1M6 1945 1944 1943 1942  1937-1941 1932-1936 15

12 432 627 604 800 3,431 3,472 9,378

Number of cases of Diphtheria occurring in:-
(a) Immunised subjects 10

(b) Non-Immunised subjects 6
(See page 1).
Diphtheria Anti-toxin.
Supplies of diphtheria anti-toxin are available free to
practitioners who wish to undertake treatment of a case at home,
or for use in emergency. Issues are made from the Town Hall

during office hours and from the Police Station when the Town
Hall is closed.

il

Insulin Supply.

A free supply of insulin has been available to necessitous
cases under Authority of the Ministry of Health Circular 2374/43.

During the year issues were made to only one case.




Laboratory.

All laboratory work of a Public Health nature has been
carried out free of charge, but a charge has been made for clinical
investigations in every case where the patient could afford to pay
and was not a panel patient. Direction as to whether a charge
should be made is given by the doctor in charge of the case at the
time the specimen is submitted.

The usual charges are as follows:-

Blood:

Complete count and differential cell count £1 1s. 0d.
Total cell count and He2moglobin estimation  10s. 6d.

Urine:

Examination, Culture and Deposit ... a5s. 0d.
Swabs:
For Hzmolytic streptococer ... .. os. 0Od.

For Diphtheria Bacilli ... .. .. 3s. 0d.

(From practitioners outside the -;fe&] =

Other investigations which cannot normally be carried out
in this laboratory are forwarded to the Public Health Laboratory
Services in Oxford and Reading.

During the year the following specimens were examined in

the Town Hall L&bﬂr&tﬁry:“ Positive. Magativa.
Swabs for Diphtheria Bacilli ... ... 22 708
Swabs for Hamolytic Streptococei .. g | 65
Swabs for Vinecent's Angina ... 9 15
Sputa for Tubercle Bacilli ... ... 9 175
TTrine for Tubercle Bacilli ... . = 3
Pus for Gonococei (including slides) ... 1 2
Faces for Coli, Typhoid Group 3 28
. Faces for Occult Blood 1 —_

Blood for Widal @ ... .. — 6
Blood Culture .. S e P — 1
Miscellaneous swabs ... et g 14
Urine for routine examination a7
Cerebro-Spinal Fluids ... R 1
Blood Counts .. .. SR N 34
Complete Blood Counts 18
Blood Sedimentation Rates . e 19
Blood Paul-Bunnell Test — ... .. 1
Milk—

@) Plate Count: ... ... .. 4

(b) Phosphatase Test . w138

(c) Methylene Blue Test ... 351

(d) 'Coliform Test = .. .. 8

(e) Informal Chemical Test ... 29
Water samples—

(a) Drinking water 90

(b) Swimming Pool water .. 2
Ice Cream samples (as from July, 1946) 30

Mortuary.

Number of post-mortems carried out during the year - 42
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The Slough E.M.S. Hospital has a total of 124 beds, but only
72 are at present in use owing to shortage of staff. The services
of visiting specialists are available also at this hospital, which
adjoins and is combined with the Public Assistance Institution.

Infectious Diseases.

The Cippenham Isolation Hospital provides accommodation
for all types of infectious diseases requiring hospital treatment,
with the exception of smallpox.

The total bed capacity of the hospital is 62, which includes
a separate cubicle block of 10 beds. The greater part of the
hospital was rebuilt during 1935-36, together with a new Nurses’
Home in the grounds. It is modern in design and has an up-to-date
Operating Theatre with Anasthetising, Sterilising and Surgeons’
dressing rooms.

The Slough Borough Council is a constituent member of the
Eton Joint Hospital Board. for whom I carry out the duties of
Medical Superintendent at this hospital.

Sanatorium.

The Slough population is served by the County Sanatorium,
which is the Berks. and Bucks. Joint Sanatorium, Peppard
Common. Other institutions such as the Wingfield Morris
Orthonsedic Hospital are also used for appropriate cases.
Admissions are arranged by the Assistant County Tuberculosis
Officer at the E.M.S. Hospital, Albert Street, Slough.

Smallpox.

Smallpox cases are admitted to the Saunderton Sanatorium
at Princes Risborough.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

(a) For Infectious Cases.

By agreement with the Eton Joint Hospital Board, Slough
has the use of the motor ambulance which is stationed at the
Cippenham Isolation Hospital. In addition, a car is available at
the hospital, which can be used for sitting cases when the need
arises, as well as general purposes.

(b) For Non-Infectious and Maternity Cases.

Ambulance work is excellently carried out by St. John's
Ambulance Brigade, who have seven motor ambulances and
maintain five permanent drivers at the garage. All cases of
sickness, accident and maternity are dealt with by the service.

Both these services are available by day and night and at
present are considered to be adequate.
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CLINICS and TREATMENT CENTRES.

(a) Maternity and Child Welfare.

There are all together five Infant Welfare Clinics in the
Borough, which are conducted as follows:-

Sesslons when
Centre, Location, Sesalons, Medical Officer
in attendance,

Cippenham, Central Hall, Weekly Friday. 2nd and 4th
Bowyer's Way. Friday.
Diphtheria lat Thursday,
Immunisation, 10.30 a.m.
Langley. Women's 1st and 3rd 1st Wednesday.
Insgtitute Hall Wednesday.
Diphtheria 2nd Thursday,
Immunizsation. 11.30 a.m.

Slough Health | Burlington Road. | Weekly Monday, | Weekly Monday.
Centre,

Diphtheria Weekly Thursday,
Immunisation. 9.30 am.
St. Michael's. Slough Social | Weekly Monday. | Weekly Monday.
Centre,
Farnham Road,
Diphtheria 1st Monday,
Immunisation. 3.30 p.m.
Wexham Road. | Wexham Road Weekly Friday. 1st and 3rd
Community Friday.
Centre.
Diphtheria 1st Friday,
Immunisation. 2.30 p.m.

During the year Ante-Natal Clinics have been held at the
Burlington Road Health Centre every Tuesday and Thursday
afternoon, and at Albert House (Public Assistance Institution)
every Wednesday and Friday afternoon. At Albert House a
general practitioner is in attendance on Friday afternoons.

(b) School Clinies.
Minor Ailment, Ophthalmic and Dental Clinics are held daily
at the Health Centre, Burlington Road.

(i) The Dental Staff consists of one Dental Officer and one
nurse, and the service is available for all school children,
including Nursery and Secondary Schools.

. No dental care is provided for—
(i) Expectant mothers.
(ii) Nursing mothers.
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In general, cases are admitted because of home conditions

being unsatisfactory for confinement, or where abnormal
confinement is suspected.

In addition to these Homes there are 34 beds in use for
Maternity cases at the Public Assistance Institution,

No. of Casea
Name of Nuralng No. of Beds, Admitted
Home, during 1948,
Parkside 8 a6
Burlington Road .. 8 T4
Puhlic Assistance
Institution P o 34 267

REGISTERED NURSING HOMES,

There are two registered Nursing Homes in Slough for the
admission of Aged and Infirm patients. These are—

No. of Beds,
(i) Heathfield Nursing Home, Uxbridge Villas,
Uxbridge Road ... PR S 3
(ii) “Heathlands,” 262, High Street, Langley ... 6

HOME HELPS SERVICE.

The service was initiated during the war vears when there
was an acute shortage of domestic workers, and in the first place
was run by the Slough Council of Social Services. Welfare
Authorities had previously had power to provide help to mothers
and young children. but the coming into force of Defence Regu-
lation 68E extended the service to all in need of assistance.

On 1st May, 1945, responsibility for this service was taken
over by the Slough Borough Council, at first excluding maternity
cases. but by Januarv 1946 Helns conld be sent to maternity cases
also by agreement with the County Council,

The type of cases dealt with are:—

(a) Maternity cases in accordance with arrangements made
with the County Council.

(b) A housewife falling sick or having to go to hospital.
(c) Several members of a family being ill at the same time,
(d) Elderly people who are infirm or one of whom is ill.

(e) Anv other case of domestic crisis where no assistance
can be obtained,
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The Help will undertake normal household duties including
ahoppmi am:l the care of children, but she is not asked to under-
nursing and is not sent to any home where there is a

case of tuberculosis or infectious disease.

Whole or part-time women have been sought for this work
and the remuneration offered is 10/- per week retaining fee,
plus 1/6 per hour, plus travelling expenses to and between cases.

Great difficulty has been experienced throughout the year in
obtaining suitable women, in spite of repeated advertisements
and propaganda, and on account of this the service has been
unable to function from time to time.

At the end of 1946 steps were being taken to reorganise the
service with increased effort and for the employment of a full-
time Lady Organiser.

Home Helps Scheme.

1. Number of Helps— at 1.1.46. at 31.12.46.
(a) Full time ... AL SO Nil Nil
(b) Part time ... 2 Nil

2. Number of Applications recewed during year—
(a) Maternity ... ... 9
(b) Sickness ... .. 24

3. Number of cases met during year—
(a) Maternity ...

(b) Sickness ... 30
4, Average duration of Service given—

(a) Maternity ... ... 15 hours

(b) Sickness ... 34 hours
5. Total amount recovered for Services ... £86 Ts¢. 2d.
6. Total remuneration of Helps iy bl 62 8a: dd.
7. Total cost of running scheme (wages, ad-

vertising, ete.) less amount recovered £87 10s. 3d.
Water Suppl}f.

%']i]eater part of the distriet obtains water from the
Sluugh e Supply, which comes from deep wells at Datchet.
Burnham and Cippenham at the western end of the Borough are
supplied by the Burnham Water Company, which has wells on
the north side of Burnham, whence water is raised from the
chalk.

A local supply from deep wells is available for the Trading
Estate and a few residents immediately adjacent thereto.

The supplies are all of extreme degree of purity and excei-
lence, but apart from the Trading Estate supply the waters must
~ be classified as “Very Hard.”

At Datchet water is drawn from two deep boreholes in a
meadow south of Pocock’s Lane. The boreholes have diameters
of 36 inches and 30 inches, and a total depth of about 225 feet,
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the lower 165 feet being in chalk from which strata the water is
drawn. The strata above the chalk consists of ballast and clay in
layers. The borings are lined with steel tubes through the ballast
and clay and well into the chalk to prevent any possible contami-
nation by surface water.

All water from this source is chlorinated prior to distribution,
but the contact period subsequent to chlorination is very short.
A concentration of 0.25 parts per million was maintained in the
publie supply throughout the year.

The pumping station is located at the boreholes and at
present houses five booster pumps and one borehole pump. The
mains from the Public Supp]iy are connected to the distribution
system, as are also the supply mains from the reservoirs, so that
water can be supplied either direct from the pumps or from the
reservoirs. The distributing mains are mainly of cast iron, rang-
ing from 3" to 12” in diameter. There are two Service Reservoirs,
that at Hedgerley having a capacity of §-million gallons and with a
top water level of 309 ft. O.D., and the one at Stoke Green a
capacity of 1}-million gallons with a top water level of 165 ft. O.D.
These reservoirs are used primarily as balancing reservoirs, as
the general method of supply during the day is pumping direct to
the distribution system.

The Council, during the War, constructed the first length of
a proposed 18 inch ring pumping main and it is proposed, as soon
as possible, to extend this main and also to construct a new pump-
ing station with additional plant.

The Trading Estate. The water here is derived from the
lower greensand by three boreholes which are lined to a depth of
approximately 1,100 ft. into the sandstone. No better or purer
supply from the hygienic standpoint could possibly be obtained
in this country, since the depth from which the water is procured
and the distance from the wells of the greensand outcrop ensures
the most perfect filtration and excludes the possibility of pollution
as far as is humanly possible,

The Burnham Water Company. Here the water is supplied
from deep wells, the main source being from chalk underlying the
Reading Beds which consist of gravel, clay, loam and sand some
T0 feet thick, from a surface level of 180 feet above sea level.
The standing water level varies according to the time of year,
but it may be taken to average 120 feet below ground level, i.e.,
about 60 feet above sea level. Four boreholes varying from 300
feet to 500 feet are sunk into the chalk from which the water is
extracted. These bores are all connected by headings to a central
shaft 6 feet in diameter and 200 feet deep. The bores and shaft
are all lined with steel tubes passing right through the Reading
beds and down into the chalk, thus effectively excluding surface
water and water from the Reading beds.

The following are the principal Works:—
(i) The Pumping Station. Situated about 100 yards north of

Gore Road near the middle of Burnham. The floor level is
180 feet above sea level.
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through the pool, and apparatus exists for the addition of chlora-
mine to the water before it enters the pool.

This pool has not been in use for bathing during the year
and is at present used only for boating.

The following are the laboratory reports on samples taken
from the pools in use:—

Baylis House, Social Centre,
Absent in 1: 50 c.ca. Absent in 1: 50 c.es.
Presumptive Absent in 5: 10 c.cs. Absent in 5: 10 c.cs.
Coll Test out of 3. out of 5.
Absent Iin 5: 1 c.c. Absent in 5: 1 c.c.
out of 3. out of 5.
Coliform Count | 0 per 100 c.ca. 0 per 100 c.ca.

The above samples of water are bright and clear in appear-
ance, and of a high degree of bacterial purity.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

New sewage disposal works at Cippenham were completed in
the Year 1938 and although allowance was made at that time in
their design for a normal increase in population based on building
development of previous years plus a reasonable increase in trade
waste from the Trading Estate, it was found in subsequent years
that owing to the phenomenal increase in population and de-
velopment of factories on the Trading Estate the volume of
sewage reaching the works was greatly in excess of the amount
with which they could deal. In addition, much of the present
sewerage system is inadequate to deal with the load thrown on
it and parts of sewers are defective and pumping station plant
insufficient to deal with the flow of sewage. During the war years
the position deteriorated as the necessary work could not be
carried out and by the end of 1946 the condition of the whole
system had become a matter of grave concern to the Health

ent and the whole Council, and the position is not made
easier by the fact that the Slough Corporation is under obligation
by agreement with the Eton Rural District Council to accept and
deal with drainage flow from portions of the surrounding parishes
of Burnham, Farnham Royal, Stoke Poges and Langley.

- Description of Sewage System.

In addition to the Cippenham Sewage works mentioned
above, there is a small works at Langley constructed in 1921.
The filter media at the Langley works is almost completely
disintegrated and the distributors worn out, with the result that
the works would require considerable reconsruction to be
satisfactory.

The outfalls from the densely-populated area in the centre
of the district flow to Chalvey Pumping Station, there being three
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main sewers flowing to this point. A further sewer outfalls at
London Road Pumping Station, from which the flow
through a rising main and gravitates to the disposal works at
Langley, although a portion of the flow ean be diverted to
Cippenham. The sewer draining the Langley area outfalls at
William IV cross-roads and thence to the Langley sewage works.
The extreme west end of the borough is drained to an outfall at
Cippenham Green, where there is a small pumping station which
raises the flow to Cippenham Disposal works. The drainage from
the Slough Trading Estate and the thickly-developed residential
area immediately east and north-east of the Estate outfalls
through a twin sewer to the Cippenham works.

The Chalvey Pumping Station contains two sets of steam-
driven plunger pumps and in addition a diesel-driven centrifugal
plant.

The London Road station houses three vertical spindle
electrically-driven pumps, and the Cippenham Green station also
has two pumps of this type.

Deficiencies of Present System,

A number of sewers are overloaded and under normal dry
weather conditions surcharge during the peak periods of the day
and in times of storm overflow occurs from manholes. In some
parts the sewers are very old, have been constructed of stoneware
and appear to have been laid with clay joints only. These are
much obstructed by tree roots and are liable to serious infiltration
during the winter months.

It is believed that the Upton Park sewer was originally laid
as a relief sewer to the Albert Street sewer, but it has never
been possible to use it in this way owing to overflow from
manholes and flooding of private property through house
connections. This cannot be remedied with the present pumping
capacity.

The gravity sewer draining Langley area is in very defective
condition, the joints admitting large volumes of subsoil water
during wet periods. Tn addition, it has no reserve to deal with
development which is likely to take place.

The twin sewer which drains Slough Trading Estate is at
present working to capacity and has no reserve.

The capacity of the main Pumping Station at Chalvey is
limited by the size of pumps and the rising main, and on this
account it is not possible to operate the diesel and steam pumps
together. This results in a high water level in the storage tanks
during storm period, causing widespread surcharging of incoming
SEewers.

At London Road Pumping Station there is again limitation
of capacity by the size of the rising main and no reserve to meet
exceptional storm or breakdown of plant; while the position is
approximately the same at Cippenham Green Station.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.

SECTION A.
GENERAL SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.
General Summary. Table Ne. 1.
Total Inspections .. AR N e 18,847
Complaints received ... ... o PSS 1,011
Preliminary Notices Served ... i AL S 1,116
Secondary Notices Served o LA R 188
Statutory Notices Served B 5 e a0
Letters Received ... ... e L 4124
Letters Despateched ... .. ... 1,921
Interviews with Property Owners, Agents and Builders 1,902
Table No. 2.

Inspection Work Performed by the Sanitary Inspectors.
General Sanitary Work ... .. 9,841
Infectious Diseases Investigation 167
Rat Infestation .. .. 24, {ifrmk st 1 i 1,130
Housing ... B R s T el oo 2,422
Shops: Aok ... noliaddad b b S oDt i P 1,172
Factories, Wﬂrkpla-::es Outworkers’ Premises ... ... 641
Inspe{:tmn of Meat and other Foods, and PrEmlsea at

which food is prepared, stored and sold ... .. 3,232
Cowsheds and Dairies ... .. e 242
Table No. 3

Sanitary Improvements Effected.

Dwelling-houses (rendered habitable) .. .. .. 903
Drainage (Reconstruction, Repair & Cleansmgj 486
Portable Dustbins Provided ... 324
Cowsheds and Dairies ... ... 3
Premises used for the preparation of food .. 6
Factories and Workplaces 36
Slaughterhouses ... .. e el 2
Offengive Trades' . o W S Zian s o 1
Shops LR 20

Housing.

During the year 412 complaints of insanitary conditions
and defective structural conditions of dwelling-houses were
received; 1,701 inspections and re-inspections were made,
resulting in defects being remedied at 903 houses. Owing to the
lack of repairs executed during the war years, there has been a
tendency for the older type of property to deteriorate, but Wlth
labour becoming available in this district much essential repair
work was executed in 1946. In the case of a number of unfit
houses which normally would have qualified for demolition,
owners are requested to carry out first-aid repairs only, for the
purpose of remedying defects of an urgent character.

The housing shortage and consequent overcrowding problem
is marked by the receipt of frequent complaints and requests for
support of applications for Council houses. Complaints of
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overcrowding numbered 37, and 129 investigations of over-

crowding were made. Several enquiries from other Councils as

to the housing conditions of applicants who were residing in this

Borough and had applied for accommodation in those districts
ealt with

Verminous Disinfestation.

Thirty-one complaints of verminous infestation of dwelling-
houses were received and 250 inspections were made. Disinfesta-
tion was carried out by the Department at 70 premises, viz., 4
council houses and 66 privately-owned houses.

House Drainage and Sanitation.

A total of 861 inspections were made in supervising the
execution of improvements and reconstruction work in connection
with the drainage system of dwelling-houses and other buildings.
The drains of 35 premises were found to be defective and were
reconstructed and, in addition, many minor amendments of
drainage systems were effected and 166 obstructed drains were
cleansed. Eighty-four drains and soil pipes were tested by
hydraulic or smoke tests.

Considerable attention was given to the cesspools of premises
on the outskirts of the Borough and in particular to those situated
at Laurel Avenue, Downs Road, Sutton Lane, Faircroft and
Chalvey Grove. These cesspools should be abolished at the
earliest possible time.

Atmospheric Pollution and Smoke Abatement.

Following complaints of nuisances arising from the emission
of smoke and grit, twelve observations of chimneys and
. industrial-steam raising plant, etc., were made and subsequent
interviews with works managers and engineers, and investigations
into the cause of the emissions, revealed that in most instances
the nuisances resulted from the consuming of unsuitable fuels
of poor quality which were in fact the only fuels available, and
this was particularly the case in nuisances arising from grit
emission. In all cases, advice was given as to mwethods of stoking
and management of plant for the prevention of nuisances and
the conditions complained of were ultimately ameliorated.

A complaint of obnoxious fumes from an industrial plant was
investigated and the matter is still under observation.

As there is no atmospheric pollution gauge in the Borough,
comparative statistics as to the extent of atmospheric pollution
are not available, but the smoke of domestic fuel burning
appliances would appear to be a greater contributor to atmos-
pheric pollution than industrial smoke.

Offensive Trades.

Twenty-one inspections were made in connection with the
control of the following “offensive trades’ established within the
Borough under annual consent of the Borough Council.

SR RGBS L b L e 2
Rag and Bone Dealer .. 1
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Applications for renewal of consent were received during the
vear and were granted except in the case of a soap boiler who
had temnorarily ceased to operate. No complaints of nuisances
arising from these trades have been made.

Moveable Dwellings.

One application for a licence to use land as a camping site
for five caravans and four applications for licences to station
individual caravans within the Borough were considered by the
Health and Sanitation Committee and were granted for a period
of twelve months. Two applications for licences to station
caravans were refused.

Two hundred and thirtv-six insnections were made in respect
of eamnping sites and moveable dwellings situated in various parts
of the Borough. In some instances, camping upon unsuitable sites
and without the requisite licence of the Corporation ceased on
informal action being taken.

Squatters. .

During August. 1946, in common with similar movements in
various parts of the country, a number of vacated military
camps and other privately-owned premises within the Borough
were invaded and occunied by families living under bad conditions
and in need of alternative accommodation.

Tmmediate steps were taken bv vour officers to secure the
provision of water supplies and sanitarv accommodation and to
nrevent nuisance arisineg. Nine camps. ete., were occupied by 87
families consisting of 264 versons. Four military camps were
taken over by the Corporation at the request of the Ministry of
Health and ecertain works of improvement were executed.
Freaquent inspection is made of all snuatters camps but. althongh
thev provide shelter. having regard to the minimum recognised
housing standards, the conditions are extremely poor.

SECTION B.
SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

Milk and Dairies.

There are 21 persons registered as wholesale purvevors and
producers of milk and 17 persons as retail purveyors. Two milk
producers discontinued during the year.

Nine licences were issned nnder the Milk (Special Designa-
tions) Regulations 1936-1946, viz.:—
Pasteurisers’ licences .. W
Tuberculin tested bottling licences
Tuberculin tested Dealer’s licences ..
Supplementary licences ... gy R

Bacteriological Examination of Milk.

283 samples of milk were procured for examination at the
Town Hall laboratory, of which 9.9/ were unsatisfactory as
compared with 20°. in 1945, and of designated milks 3.8° were
unsatisfactory as compared with 4°, in 1945. Investigations
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followed all samples which gave unsatisfactory results. The
following tables summarizes the results:—

Table No. 4.
Samplea Results
59 - Pasteurised milk vr v e | 09 complled with prescribed
conditiona
3 - Tuberculin tested (Pasteur-
imed) milk Fggr-i 3 i ,. -

§ - Tuberculin tested milk ... .. 5 - - o it

12 - Accredited milk 9 n o o i

99 - Heat-treated milk ... . _. 90 were satisfactory
105 - MNon-designated milk PSS - T -

Heat Treatment of Milk,

Although the Borough is not an area specified under Defence
ﬁﬂaﬁm 55G relating to the restriction on the sale of Raw

, at the rﬁuest of the Ministry of Food, and since the Council
became a Food and Drugs Authority in April, 1946, samples of
milk have been regularly procured from the three approved heat-
treatment plants within the Borough and monthly returns
forwarded to the Ministry. Fifty samples of heat-treated milk
were tested, one sample giving an unsatisfactory resulit.

Biological Testing of Milk.

During the year, 12 samples of milk were submitted to the
National Institute for Research in Dairying at Reading for
biological testing for the presence of tubercle bacilli. All samples
gave negative results.

Manufacture and Sale of Ice Cream.

There are 56 premises registered under the Food and Drugs
Act, 1938, for the manufacture, storage and sale of ice-cream;
120 inspections were made, the premises being found generally
to be in a satisfactory condition. Briefly summarised, the
premises are used as follows:—

Large manufacturers ... .. .. 3
Small manufacturers (i.e., only for sale on the same
premises) S h e TR AT > P 8
Premises at which ice-cream is sold, but not manu-
factured:—
(a) Prepacked by the manufacturer .. 36
(b) Not pre-packed .. ... .. 9

In addition to the above registered premises, ice-cream is also
sold in Slough by a number of itinerant vendors whose premises
are outside the Borough.

During the year, 19 samples of ice-cream were procured for
bacteriological examination at the Town Hall Laboratory.
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Manufacture and Sale of Preserved Food.

There are 51 premises registered for the preparation or
manufacture of sausages or potted, pressed, pickled or preserved
food, including 17 fish friers premises. All premises were found
to l:;ie maintained in a satisfactory condition, 334 inspections being
made.

Bakehouses.
Number on register .. LSl e MU
Inspections et ANl
Notices served in respect of contraventions ... 6

Itinerant Vendors of Food.

In pursuance of Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938,
the Borough Council passed a resolution requiring that from 1st
May, 1946, every dealer in anv kind of food (exeept milk) who in
any street or other place of public resort, sells or offers or exposes
for sale any such food from a stall, cart, barrow, ete., to have
his name and address legiblv and conspicuously displayed. T4
insnections were made and the above requirements were found
to be reasonably well complied with.

Food and Drugs Sampling.

The Borough Council by direction of the Minister of Health
became a Food and Drugs Authority on the 1st April, 1946.
During the nine months from that date, 230 samples of foods
and drugs were procured for analysis, the proportion of samples
per 1,000 of the population being 3.7. Of these samples, 127
were submitted to the Public Analyst and the remainder, 103
milk samples, were tested by your Sampling Officers. The articles
sampled are summarized in Table No. 5. The Public Analvst
reported adversely upon 17 samnbles, or 7.4°. of the total samples
procured. Administrative action taken in connection wit
vnsatisfactory samples is given in Table No. 6. -

The average quality of the milk samples examined was Fat
3.67°% and Solids-not-fat 8.78°%. The minimum standard pre-
seribed bv the Sale of Milk Regulations, 1939, is Fat 3°,
Solids-not-fat 8.5°%..

Reciprocal arrangements have been made with the County
Councils of Bucks., Berks., Oxon. and Middx. whereby sampling
officers of the Borough Council may procure samples of milks
within the Food and Drugs areas of these Authorities as occasion
may arise and vice-versa. Advantage was taken of this
arrangement during the year.

Following several instances, particularly among the smaller
retailers, of foods having been kept in stock so as to deteriorate
in quality, and of vendors being unable to establish the identity
of the suvbliers of foods sold by them, a letter of warning was
nddressed by the Chief Sanitary Inspector to all retailers of food
within the Porough.
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tioned by the Ministry of Food in connection with the Government
Scheme for the control of meat and livestock. The normal routine
inspection of all carcases and organs was made at the places of
slaughter and for this purpose, 1,212 visits were made, resulting
in the condemnation of 274 tons of meat as unfit for human
consumption and in respect of which 315 condemnation certifi-
cates were issued. (Details are given in Tables 7 and 8).

The congested conditions under which slaughtering and
the inspection of meat is carried out stresses the desirability of
the erection of a Municipal Abattoir for the Borough as soon as
possible,

In addition to the inspection of meat, 947 visits were made
to foodshops, warehouses, and factories for the examination of
foodstuffs other than meat, of which 13 tons were condemned as
unfit for human consumption and in respect of which 737

certificates of condemnation were issued. (Details are given in
Table 8.)

I would record appreciation of the full co-operation of the
officials of the Ministry of Food and of the Meat and Food Traders
with the Department. It was not found necessary to make any
formal seizures of unsound food.

Table No. 7.

CARCASES INSPECTED & CONDEMNED.,

Cattle. Sheep &
Ex Cows| Cows Lambs Pigs Calves

No. of animals
slaughtered &
inspected ..  __ 2210 T30 5332 851 1508

Disease
Tuberculosis.

Whole earcases con-
demned ... . 3 4 4 4 4

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned .. 633 200 106 43 T

% of No, inspected
affected with dis-
ease other than

tuberculosis ... ... | 2877% 27.04 % 2.06 % T.22% 8%
Tuberculosis,

Whole carcases con-

demned .. _. . 8 29 = 3 1

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned 232 341 —- 17 6

#% of No. inspected
affected with tuber-

culosis .. .. _.| 1086% | s068% = 3.07% A6
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Improvements Effected at Factories.

EASE R O DS Bl 38 M2y lan 1
Abatement of Overcrowding ... ... ...
Adequate means of ventilation provided ...
Sufficient sanitary accommodation pmvlded
Other defects remedied ... nmdmit

Outworkers,

Half yearly lists received from employers, returned 43

homeworkers, whose premises were inspected and found to be
satisfactory.

Shop Acts 1912-1938.

o le o Sl e 2

Inspections re Sanitary Conditions ... 465
33 » Hours of Closing, ete. . 480

» Employment of Young Persons ... 227

Notices served re Sanitary Conditions ... 17
" »w 1 Provision of Forms & Notices, etc 28

" w » Employment of Young Persons 2

Improvements Effected at Shops.

Provision of additional sanitary accommodation ... e |

Lighting or heating improved B T 2

Contraventions re hours of closing remedied ... 7
» employment of young persons

remedied ........................ 10

Places of Entertainment.
Nine inspections were made during the year.

SECTION D.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Rodent Control.

The work of rat repression and destruction under the Rats
and Mice (Destruction) Aet, 1919, and the Infestation Order,
1943, has made good progress. 155 notifications of rodent in-
festation were received and 1,130 investigations were made by
the District Sanitary Inspectors in addition to 1,186 visits by the
rodent operators. The appointment in July, 1946, of an additional
operator has been fully justified, enabling the Department to
deal more éefficiently with the rat problem. There is no doubt that
to be effective, measures for rodent control must be energetically
pursued and continuous.

The Council adopted the scheme of the Ministry of Food for
the disinfestation of private dwellings on a basis of 60°, Govern-
ment grant and the abolition of charging to the occupiers the cost
of such treatment at domestic premises has increased the effec-
tiveness of the service.






