[Report 1945] / Medical Officer of Health, Slough Borough.

Contributors

Slough (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1945

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kvz2xemc

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















4

TasLe III.

TUBERCULOSIS.
TABLE SHOWING NEW CASES AND MORTALITY.
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Death rate from Tuberculosis 0.53 per 1000

The Vital Statistics show that the general health of the
district has been well maintained through the year.

Live births totalled 1,138, a rate of 18.9 compared with the
national rate of 16.1. The rate is slightly lower than in 1944,
when it reached the peak of 20.5, but the national rate has also
declined from 17.6 to 16.1. ) : >

The Infantile Mortality rate is 32.5 and is 13.5 below the
national rate. This creates a new low record for the Borough, the
lowest number previously recorded being 32.7 in 1935. Only one
maternal death occurretf thus giving a maternal mortality rate
of 0.86 compared with the national rate of 1.79. :

The death rate remains low at 8.4 compared with the N ational
rate of 11.4. The main causes of death were Heart disease (155),
Cancer (67), Intracranial vascular lesions (44), and Tuberculosis

(32).

The death rate from Tuberculosis was 0.53 per 1,000, the
corresponding figures for the past 10 years being 0.59, 0.52, 0.45,
0.64, 0.5, 0.5, 0.4, 0.6, 0.5, 0.6.

8 cases of Diphtheria were notified, of which 3 were
adults and 5 children of school age. All these children had been
:mmunised and all except one had the disease in a mild form. The
exception—a girl of 10—was attacked by a particularly virulent
form of the disease and died.
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GENERAL SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

Table No. 1.
General Summary.
Total Inspections i el o A 8,792
Complaints Received ... i 972
Preliminary Notices Served .. .. et SR 710
Secondary Notices Served .. N 190
Statutory Notices Served 73
Letters Received @ . oty * ML iz SR
Letters Despatched .. 954
Interviews with Owners, Agents and Bullders ...... 832

Table No. 2.
Inspection Work Performed by the Sanitary Inspectors.

General Sanitary Work e 5,709
Infectious Diseases ... ik LA SLte s
Rats and Mice Destruction .. o TR 441
Shops Acts .. . iy e S 93
Housing ... R R 838
Factories, Wurkpiaces and Dutworkers Premlsea 139
Meat and Food Inspection and premises at which food

is prepared, stored and sold ... .. e 1,645
Dairies, ete. . i e U 198

Table No. 3.
Sanitary Improvements Effected.

Dwelling-houses (Repaired, ete.) ... 370
Drainage = ... EEIR L - 339
Portable Dustbins pruwded ...... IR - 326
Cowsheds and Dairies ... .. 10
Premises used for the preparation of food . 11
Factories and Workplaces ... .. 46
Slaughterhouses .. 1

Moveable Dwellings.

No applications were received for licences to use land as
camping sites for moveable dwellings, but four applications for
licences to erect moveables were considered by the Health and
Sanitation Committee. Two licences were granted and two
applications were refused.

Factories, Workplaces and Outworkers. _

There are 479 premises within the Borough which come
under the Factories Act 1938, mechanical power being employed
at 417 factories.

Notices were served requiring improvements at several
factories, bakehouses and workplaces. Bakehouses were regularly
inspected and generally found to be maintained in a satisfactory

condition.

- Half-yearly lists received from employers of outworkers
returned 26 outworkers whose homes were inspected.



Rodent Control.

68 notifications of rodent infestation were received and 441
investigations were made in addition to the work of the rodent
operative. Infestations of the “Black rat” or “Ship rat” found
at industrial premises and thought to have arisen from rats being
carried in crates of imported goods were promptly dealt with.
Much time was devoted to rodent destruction upon Corporation-
owned premises.

SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPFPLIES.
Milk and Dairies.

The number of persons registered as wholesale purveyors
and producers of milk is 23 and as retail purveyors 16, 1 producer
and 1 retailer discontinued during the year.

2 Pasteuriser's Licences, 1 T.T. Bottling- Licence, 3 T.T.
Dealers’ Licences and 2 Supplementary Licences were issued
under the Milk (Special Designations) Orders 1936 and 1938.

Examination of Milk.
140 samples of milk were procured for examination other
than chemical tests, at the Town Hall Laboratory. Analysis of

the results shows that of the total samples taken 20°, were
unsatisfactory, and of designated milks 1.6°, were unsatisfactory.

Summarised, the results were as follows:-

SAMPLES. RESULTS.
48 Pasteurised milk 47 complied with prescribed
conditions

8—Tuberculin Tested ;

(Pasteurised milk) 8 do.
4__Tuberculin Tested Milk 4 do.
35—Heat Treated milk 23 were satisfactory
41—Non-Designated milk 26 do.

Investigations followed all samples giving unsatisfactory
results and further samples proved satisfactory.

Biological Testing of Milk.

18 samples of milk were submitted to the National Institute
for Research in Dairying at Reading for Biological Testing for
the presence of Tubercle Baccilli. All samples gave negative
results.

Food & Drugs Adulteration.

A total of 108 food and drug samples were procured during
the year, of these 2 formal food samples and 2 formal and one
informal drug samples were submitted to the Public Analyst for
chemical analysis.

The Public Analyst certified samples of “British Sherry”
and “British Tawny Wine" to consist of coloured and flavoured
cider and legal proceedings were instituted against the
distributors of these wines (see Table No. 7). An informal sample
of “Calamine Lotion” was adversely reported upon, but
subsequent formal samples proved genuine.
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One hundred and three samples of milk were procured for
informal analysis by Gerber Testing for fat and solids other than
fat at the Town Hall Laboratory. The quality of milk seld in
Slough from a chemical point of view appears to be satisfactory,
the average of the milk samples procured being Fat 3.4°% and
non-fatty solids 9.0°..

Food & Drugs Act 1938.

A report was made to the Borough Council by your Chief
Sanitary Inspector upon the desirability of application being made
to the Ministry of Health for Direction under Section 64 of the
Food and Drugs Act 1938, for the Borough Council to be the
Food and Drugs Authority for their district in lieu of the Bucks
County Council. After consideration an application was made
and the Minister of Health gave a Direction to operate as from
1st April, 1946.

-

Manufacture and Sale of Ice Cream.

There are 55 premises registered under the Food & Drugs
Act 1938 at which ice cream is manufactured, stored or sold, all
of which have been inspected and found to be in a satisfactory
condition.

Manufacture and Sale of Preserved Food.

There are 32 premises registered under the Food and Drugs
Act 1938 for the preparation or manufacture for sale of sausages
or potted, pressed, pickled or preserved food. All premises were
regularly inspected and -found to be maintained in a reasonably
satisfactory condition.

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933,

Seven licences to slaughter animals were granted duri
year. The provisions relating to the slaughtering of animals mre
been well observed.

Meat & Food Inspection.

It is with pleasure that I record the inspection of 100%, of
the animals slaughtered at the two private slaughterhouses
within the Borough requisitioned by the Ministry of Food. The
total number of animal carcases inspected (excluding imported
meat) was 8,216, in respect of which 886 visits were e, and
24 tons of meat were condemned as unfit for human consumption.
Details are given in Tables 4 and 5.

Much time was also devoted to the inspection of foods, other
than meat, 685 inspections being made to foodshops, stores and
warehouses and over 14 tons of foodstuffs were condemned as
unfit for human consumption (see Table No. 6). It was not found
necessary to make any formal seizures of unsound food.















