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Infectious Diseases Notification Act.

There are certain factors influencing the spread of the infectious diseases of childhood
which require fuller appreciation than is accorded them at prescnt. Given two districts or two
parts of a distriet, A and B. Let the child population in A be greater proportionately than in B,
then in A the numher of cases will, other things being equal, be larger than in B. Let there
alag be in A the existence of some condition (not present in B) which favours the spread of the
digease, such as the aggregation of a large number of houses of one type the oceupants of which
intermix freely with their neighbours, then the greater prevalence of the disease in A ean be
readily understood and does not require for its explanation the assumption that it results from
some local insanitary condition. Ib is very important that the publie should understand the
conditions which lead to the dissemination of infectious diseases. Anything which fosters the
belief that this is due to defects in senitary arrangements induces carelessness. It is natural that
it should be argued that if such defects are the eanse, it is nseless to take the usnal precantions as
to isolation, &e.

On receipt of a notification the following information is obtzined and entered om &
Form :—the day and Sunday schools attended by children living i the infected bhouse, the
oecupation of the bousebolder aud of other adults, the milk supply, the number of secupants, the
number of rooms. Whare it appears nevessary or desivable I vigit the infected bouse. Disinfection
of bedrooms is earried out by the Council's workmen under the supervision of the Sanitary
Inspactor.

Scarlet Fever.

Mumber of cases notified 64,
Number of deaths 3ok Hil.
Case rate mortality Nil.

Of the 65 cases notified nineteen occurred during the first quarter of the year, twenty-six in
the second, seventeen in the thivd, and thres in the last quarter, Of the 47 bonses in which cases
ooourred, twelve were in Boosheck, nine in Brotton, eight in Skelton, eight in Margrove Park. six
in Lingdale, two at Charlton's Cottages, and one each at New Skelton and Carlin How. T& will
be seen that the fever was nob confined to any particular part of the district.  One patient was
removed to the Loftus Sanatorinm.

When several coses of searlet fever ocour among children grouped together in » school it
is probable that in many instances the medium of infection was a child suffering from the disease
in its initial stage. It is not uncommon to be informed when making enquiries at school that
such and such a child was sent home as it appeared to be feverish or was sick. Assuming that
the child was subsequently found to be suffering from the fever it can readily be understood that
it may have affected children sitling near it.

Diphtheria.

It does not follow when the speeific bagilli of diphtheria invade » body that the dissuse
will manifest itself (if ever it does 50) after the ordinary ineubation period. Diphtheria is first a local
disense then a general. If the local conditions, that is thestate of the mucous membrane of the
mouth, throat, nose, &c., are unfavourable to the growsh of the bacilli at the time of invasion thay
fail to produee the disense. But the baeilli may remain in contact with the membrane for a
congiderable time ready to take effect should the conditions ehange in such a way as to favour
their growth and the production and absorption of the poison which renders the disease general.

MNumber of cases notified 67.
Number of deaths B,
Cose rate mortality wee 119 per cent.


















Table I11.
Causes of, and Agt_;s at Death during the vear 1913.

Hett Deaths st the sabjoined

of * Rexidenis " whether ocenrring within

e or withoot the Districk. i
CATUSEE OF DEATH. All Hndie :nﬂ ‘ Lﬁ Eai luﬁn.ﬂz'rd i;ﬁng:li m ﬁﬂ |
ngos. | 1year. | gt | O yours. | 10 yoara.| 25yenca.| 48 yeace. | A peeel (SN
T 1 2 - 4 & L T 8 g 10
Certified Al f
All eangzs -} Uncertified | —
1. Emnteric Fever |
8. Small Pox = e
8. Measles |
4. Bearlet Fever .. M |
h Whooping Un-:mg.:ﬁ z i 1 T =
6. Diphtheria and Croup I & = 1 7
TTnEu-.m-:xu ™ e 4 1 2 1
8. -Erfuipn!as [ 1 =] =TI 1
9. Phthigis (Pulmonary Tubercolosis)t 8 2 : i 1 g
10. Tuberculons Meningitis 1 o i 1
11, Othor Toboreulong Direases 5 2 @ @
12. Cancer, malignant disease dT, 12 1 4 B
15. Bhenmatie Fever i
l_l-q,_;[nuiugitis DT | _!. e 1 3%
15. Organic Heart Discase 15 1 9 5
16. Bronchitis = I 15 WP I. N
17. Pneumonin {all forms) 18 8 1 8 ' 1 8 2
18, Other diseases of respiratory ¥ .
Organs
19. Diarrhon and Enteritis 10 8 1 I 1
20, Appendicitis and Typhlitis T | 1
91, Cirrhosis of Liver ... = T P R = 2
21a. Aleoholism B
2% Mephritia and Bright's Diseass ... 8 3 a 1
23, Fﬁcrp:rnl Fever R 7
ﬂ-l_ _ﬂ.ll.tar ncm:qients and diaanIsluf 1 03 4l i B
Pregnancy and Partarition
26. Congenital ]'.Inl:uilit_!.r- and iR riadbE
Malformation, ineluding
Premature Birth .. i 28
265, Violent Dealhﬂ,_Txcmding | BT [ : | e G
Smzdo /i 1 a 2 1 1
27. Buicide . 1 1
98, Other Defined Diseases 60 | 13 | 8 [ & R s N 11 2
2. Digeages ill-defived or unkoown ! S8 1
187 a8 10 16 14 & 11 a8 46




























