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9.

WATER SUFFLIES

(1) Public Supplies

The year 1960 saw the official opening of the new Core Hill
Resorvoir on the 5th December. This was the finsl stage in the
augmentation scheme which included the provision of the new borehole,
the necessary loying of new meins and all the work entailed in the
construction of the reserveir. Tast year I outlined the scheme and
it may not be out of place to renind the Council again that it involves
punping water from the new borehole to the reserveir and from there 1t
will gravitate to the existing reservoirs at Peak Kill and Woolbrook
and also aument the supply at Pickwell Valley and the High Street,
Sidford areas.

The brochure supplied at the opening of the sugnentation scheme
geve a brief outline of the history of the water supply at Sidmouth
and it may “e of some interest to quote from this:-

"In 1933, the Urban District Council acquired the Water
Undertaking, the total yield of all the supplies then brought into
the Town being 287,000 gallons per day.

Two addition2l sources were tapped within the next few years
and by 1936, the total available supply was some 426,000 gallons per day.

By 1939, the denend had increesed considerebly, and es no further
spring supplies appeared to be available, recourse was had to boring.
In 1940, = borehole, 12 inches dismeter gnd 208 feet deep, was sunk
at the Eastern end of the Sidford Recreation Ground and this gave a
yield of 168,000 galloms per dey which wes pumped into the Woolbrook
Eeservoir. After the Wer, the demand still inecreased and a second
borshole was sunk nt Sidford adjeining the first., This wes 15 inches
in dismeter and 2LE feet deep, but the results were disappointing. The
yield was 264,000 gallons per day, but in pumping, it drained the first

borehola.

In 1952, the Council called in their present Consultants, who made
en investigation into the whole guestion of the Water Supply of the Urban
District, and advised that another borehele should be sunk in the Sid
Valley, but far enough away from the exdsting boreholes to be unaffected
by their pumping.

The Council accepted this recommendetion end in 1954-55 a borehole,
£l inches in dianeter, was sunk to a depth of 500 feet. Test pumping
for 14 days and nights continuously gave a reliable yield of 25,000
gellons per hour or 600,000 palleons peor dey, and it ia the works
bringing this additional source into supply that are being inasugurated
to=day. 1

The visible parts of these works consist of a Pump House over the
Borehole at Sidford, and a Mass Concrete Reservolr of 500,000 gallons
eapecity in Core Hill Road.

In the Forehole has been fixed an electrioally-driven submersible
punp, capable of raising 21,000 gallons per hour to the Core Hill Reservelr
through a 9-inch pumping main, while from the Reservoir has been laid a
f~inch diameter mein to Peak Hill Reservoir, with a 4-inch diameter
branch to Woolbrook Reservoir. This arrangement permits the continued
use of all the other sources of supply.

The punp is under partial sutomatic control, in that it can be
started at any convenient tine by & time switch and stopped by a pressure
switch when the Core Hil) Reservoir is full. Adventage can thus be taken
of thes cheep night current, and the constant presence of en attendant is
UNneceEEnrY.

In the Punp House there iz also & Recorder for indicating the depth
of water in the Forchole, and a safety device for cutting out the pump
should the level fall dangerously low. There iz also a meter and a
Chlorinating apparatus,

— il






9., TWATER SUFFLIES (Continued).

Charncter and Quantity of Public Supplias

(t) ROPREHOIES: Forts p_%‘ Maxinum ti
Willion  yalue

Two Zxisting Eoreholes, Eidford.

Temporary hardness 217
Permonent hardness 10 Tu7 264,000,
TOTAL, hardness 227

New Eorehole, Sidford.

Temporary hardnecs 220
Permanent hardness g 8.0 600,000.
TOTAL hardness 229 1,163,500, TOTAL

(2) Devon Water Bill.

The Devon County Council's Private Pill seeking to establish a
Water Board for the Feat Dewon Aren was rejected during the year by
the 2elect Committee of the House of Commons.

Subsequently eonsidersble discussions took plece with the County
Council and with the other Bast Devon Authorities and the Council
decided, subject to certain safeguards, to offer their support to the
County Council on any Dill they might premote which provided for a
reconstituted Brst Devon Water Board, in which Exeter was includad. |

The County Council considered (but sbandoned) a proposal to
promote a Bill setting up o single Water Board for the whole County.
They decided to support the Minister of Housing smd Local Government's
propesals to make a draft order for the constitution of cne Foard in
Sputh Deven, and to =8k the Minister to deal with regrouping in East
and North Devon as socon as possible,.

{(2) Private Supplies.
Salcombe Repls.

There hes been no change in the position at Salcombe Regls
during the year. The new scheme provided by the Bast Devon Water Board
hns of course functiomed guite setisfactorily and the other water is frum
the spring supplying by gravity houses below Springfield.

Hercombe.

Arain Auring the year this supply appears to have bean
satisfactory and there seems no doubt that the collective effort of
the consuners in the villspe wes all thet was nesaded to ensure a
rensonably satisfactory supply. Permission hes been given for an extra
tuilding which will come off this supply and this may be built during the
ensuing yeor.

sidford.
There ere still a few cottages on the 0ld unsatisfactory supply

tut they ere the possible subject of demolition and so it has been decided
at this stape to await the future action.

L






10.

11.

DRATNAGE AND SEVERAGE (Continued).

Building construction in the area proceeds apace and the figures
can be secen in enother part of this Report, but all this building plus
improvement grent work and the general inmproved standard means greater work
on the sewers which are now cbsolete in many cases. The work now in hand,
however, will be of very great assistance and whatever may be done to the

sewerage system in the future, the outfell and disintegrating plant should
be able to cope sufficiently,

FOOD.

(2) Food Hygiene (Guneral) Rogulatioas, 1960.

It will be seen from the tebulated statement at the end
of this Report that inspections have continued under the Regulations
although we are still handicapped in the Public Health Department by
a shortage of one qualified Public Health Inspector. Nevertheless,
I have myself accompenied our Public Health Inspector on many visits
to food premises snd anm beconing acquainted generally with the food
trade in the town.

(b} Meat.

There are no slaughterhouses in the distriet and the report
under the Slaughterhouses Act, 1958, Section 3 shows that there is
no fenmand for an abatteir in the aren. The present arrangementa
whereby neat i= obteained from the Exeter City Abattoir or froo a
private slnughterhouse at Hondton seoms to work satisfactorily.
Some concern has been expressed from time to time that a small
proportion of meat entering the towvm from adjoining areas has not
been inspected and it is hoped that the Authorized Officers (Meat
Inspection) Regulations, 1960 nay eventually remedy this situation
by providing Meant Inspection Officers to supplement the Public Health
Inspectors responsible for neat inspection.

There are 12 butchers' shops in the district and 1 butcher's
stall at the Morket and the stendard is satisfactory. All butchers'
shops are registered under Section 16 of the Food & Drugs Act, 1955
for the preperation and manufacture of sausages, preserved meat eto.

(o) Fish.

There are 4 wet fish shops in the area, all with enclosed fronts.
A new onoe has rocently been constructed and advice was sought prior to
the pl=ns being dAramm which is always the most suiteble way of dealing
with food hygiene where premises are concerned. One of these shops
sells fruit and vegetables nlthough these are kept separate as far
as possible.

There are 2 local mobile fishmongers and 1 operating from
outside the dastriet. All are satlsfactory.

(a) Milk and D=iries.

Reing a "specified ares” all milk sold is either pasteurized
or tuberculin teosted and the local pasteurizing plant caters for nearly
nll the milk within the district. There are 6 registered Dairdes
although only L4 are fully engeged in dairy work. The others come
technically within the definition of "Dairy". It appears that in
conmon with the trend in big business, the large local dairy and
pesteurising plant will eventually be superseded and the adninistrative
and technicel work carried on from Exeter, leaving the present buildings
for distributive use only.
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13.

POOD (Contd nued),

(3) Food Factery.

(1)

(=)

This Faetory, which hnd bteen producing cooked tit-bits, ceased
to function during the yeor end has been transferred nearer the Midlands,

Insound Faod.

The tabuleted statement at the end of this Report shows the
anount of unsound food condemned during the year. The normal method
of @dsposal is at the refuse Hp after treatment and this is found
reasonably satisfactory.

FOOD POTSONING.

There were no cases of food poisoning notified during the year.

HOJSTG,

S8lun Cleersnce.,

Although progress was slow for the first few years in respect
of the slum clesrance progremne, this was mainly due to the difficulties
of the develomment of Bastern Town which has contained most of the
properties already schefuled, but the position at the end of the year
shows an atceleration. Out of the eriginnl 40, which was the programme
agreed in 1955, 23 have been dealt with and during the year the followlng
are the propertiess which have been cleared or closed:-

No. 1 Thatched Cottnges, Sidford.

This property was closad snd the occupent rehoused, An
Undertaling was received from the owner but later proposals
wore submitied for the complete reconditioning of this cottage

which were sgreed and the work carrisd out satisfactorily.

Ho. 5 Mill Street.
This house has been closed and the cccupant rehoused. Tha

"Undertaldng” procedure was also used in this cese.

Nos. 1 and 2 Fucshia Cottages, Temple Streat.

These 2 cottages were part of a small-clegarance area end by

the ond of the yenr the occupants were rechoused and the cottages
demolished.

This Council's progranme submitted to the Ministry in May, 1956
wes as follows:-

Estimated mumher of houses unfit and
suitable for Aenolition sesssesssssssssussanses 30

Eetinated mumber of houses unfit and
to be dealt with g3 '"individual" houses
ieg, closure or demolition sseewsessssnnsssness 10

TOTAL 4O

—

The programme has been reviewed from time to time and although
there have been slight nodifications the figpure submitted at that time
has been proved cuite reslistic and this was shown in my interin report
to the Genersl Purposes Committee on the 26th May, 1959 when tho total
murbor of propertics anounted to 41 as against LO given in 1956.

It now appears that within 18 months the remaining properties
will be dealt with ~nd the fanilies rechoused, and although from time to
time a few other houses may have to be considered, it is unlikely that

= 12 =
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FACTORTES ACTS (Continued).

(v) Cases in vhich defocts were found.

T e ety Referred Number of

Particulars  Pound  Repedied To H.M. By HiM. e

e e e e I—_-."E- ons

HBEE or napecior = -k
¥ant of cleanliness = - = = i
Overcrowding - - - - -
Unreasonable Temp. - - = - -
Inedequate Vandletion - — = = L
Ineffective drainage
of floors - - = - -

Sanitery Conveniences:
(a) Insufficient - - = & -
(b) Unsuitsble

or defective 2 2 - 2 =
(c) Mot aseparata

for sexes - = = = i

Other offences
ogainst the Act not
including of fences

rolating to outwork - = - - —
TOTAL 2 2 = 2 -

DISTRFECTION AND DISTNFESTATION,

(2)

(o)

(c)

I zi nfection.

Iedding and clothing is disinfected in the Bquifix Stean
Disinfector at the Manstone Highways Depot and although the boiler
and equipment are many years old it has sti11 a useful life as repairs
were carried out in 1555. It is felt that steam disinfection is still
the best method of deslinz with certain infected articlea though it is
worth noting that the higher stanfard of 1ife is reflected here as
very few floek matiresses are nov presented for disinfection. The
interior sprung nattross is now almost universal but is a much more
difficult proklem to treat by steam.

Mazinfestation.

dome of the modern insccticides and methods are a great
improvement on the old, and it is found in practice thet by applying
techniques now aveilsble g great saving in time is often effected and
the results equally a3 good and often better than of yore. Particularly
worth mentioning are the insecticiisl smokes and the insecticidal lacquers
both of which are useful feor cockrosches and such pesta,

Verminous Persons and Premises.

There were no cases during the year.
















