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(v)

(a)

(e)

(£)

(&)

(=)

(b)

NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT (Continued).

for the Act under Part IIT. The Hospital facilities under Part II
have been found szatisfactory when needed.

Isolation.

Arresngenents for the adnission of cases of infectious diseases
to the Whipton Isolation Hospitel at Exeter are satisfactory.
The Medical Superintendent and staff are always co-operative
and helpful. :

Enallpox.

A Bnallpox Hospital at Upton Pyme, adninistered by the
Regional Hospital Board, is avellable in case of need.

Loboratory Facilities.

The Public Health Laboratory, now moved to buildings in the
University of Exeter, Gandy Street, has been available when
necegsary and Dr. Moore is always willing to provide advice and
help if required.

Ambulance Facilities.

These are provided by the County Council.

Dental Care of Mothers snd Young Children.
These facilities are provided by the County Council,

Mental Health,

The District Couneils are not responsible for the supervision
of Mental Health, this being e County Council duty. However,
when the Mental Health Bill comes inte operation the County
Council w11l heve to expand its Mental Health Services and the
work of the District Councils' health staffs will come more in
touch with the County Mentsl Health Section. It seens likely,
therefore, that the District Medical Officer of Health will
have to devote more time %o this subject. As I said in oy
last report, there is no doubt that nuch cen be done locally
through voluntary effort, and voluntary bodies which tackle
any problem in the ordinary sickness field ere in ef'fect also
doing Mental Health work., Obviously, until the effects of the
Mental Health Bill become mere obviocus, no precise views on the
changes likely to take place in Mental Health Work in the County
Districts can be given.

OLh FEOFLE'S WELFARE.

The importance of incressing the anount of attention devoted
to the welfare of old pecple continues to be stressed by all
authorities. However during the year under review no change
appears to have taken place in the offieial arrangenents for
the care of old people, but towards the end of the year the
W.V.S. began to plan the provision of a Meals on Wheels service.
It is hoped that this service will conme into operation early in
1960.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948,
Section LT = RBeroval to toble es_of need of &
attention.

o action was found necessary during the year.
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DODNISATION. 5.

‘The systen whereby with the co-operation of the County Medical
Departnent inmunisation fipures for the six districts in ny area can be
conpiled separately from those of the County as a whole has not yet bean
running for a full year. Consequently, I cannot give the Eaat Devon
figures for 1559. The nunber of imnunisetions ageinst Diptheria and
Whooping Cough has not altered much. The number of infants vaccinated
againat small-pox contimues low at mnbout a quarter of those under one
year. The proportion of children inoculated against Poliomyelitis
is now high, and in a year or twe this should materially affect the
number of cases of Polionyelitis occurring.

I an now responsible for the giving of B.C.G. inoculations
ageinst Tuberculosis to children of the appropriate age~group in all
the S8econdary Schools in the six dlstricts. Under this schene,
B.C.G. nay be given to all school-children of 13 years of age upwards.

¥ UPFLIES,

(1) Public Supplies.

gince the sanction to proceed with the new Core Hill
Reservoir was given, good progress has been made, but by the
end of the yecar the scheme was still a long way from conpletion.
It will be remembered that the augmentation scheme, when
conpleted, will embody the following:- Water will be punped
from the new borehole completed in 1955 to a new reservoir
now under construction at Core Hill with a capacity of
500,000 gallons. Fron there, weter will gravitate to the
aristing reservoirs at Peak Hill and Woolbrook end also
augnent the existing supplies in the Bickwell Valley and
High SBtreet, S8idford areas. When the new schene is conplete
the maxinun potential of the Council's Water Underteking will
amount to well over 1,000,000 gallons per day. As the new
borehole supplies with their increascd hardness gradually
forn the bulk of the water at the expense of the old softer
spring supplies, the pattern of the Sidnouth water will change.
This process will be nore noticeable when the new reservoir
cones into use. The following table shows the position
nore clearly:-

Character and Quantity of Public Supplies

(a) LAND SPRING SUFPLIES: Parts per pH Nt guoci
Million yalue in Gallons per
Zernards Farn, Sidbury Liad
Tenporary hardness 172
Pernanent hardness 16 7.8 100,000.
TOTAL hardness E

?ﬂ}ord Filter Bed, Bidbury.
ineluding Hill, Cere Copee,

Welversleigh, Vercombes Well)

Tenporary hardness

Pernanent hardness 5.7 196,000,

TOTAL herdness

|~
Izls w

Core Way, Sidford.
Tesporary hardness

Pernanent hardness B.lk 2,000,

TOTAL hardnesa

L]y o



(a)

(b)

L2 R

(2)

(3)

LAND SPRING SUFPLIES (Contd) Parts per pH Maximum Quantity]
Million valus in Gellons per
i Say
Bulverton, Sidoouth
Temporary hardness 263
Pernanent hardness 10 8.0 1,500.
TOTAL hardness 273
Peak Hill To be discontinued
vhen new acheme is
Stintway in operation,
BOREHOLES

Tro Existing Boreholes, Sidford.

Temporary hardness 217
Permanent hardness 10 77 264, ,000.
TOTAL hardness 227

New Borehole, Sidford,

Tenporary hardness 220
Pernanent hardness 9 8.0 600,000
TOTAL herdness 229 1,163 500

The pH value represents the acidity or alkelinity of water. A pH
value of 7 42 a neutrsl water = below that figure the water is soft
and acid, and sbove that alkaline.

Doven Tater Bill,

In December 1959, the Devon County Couneil promoted a Private
Bill which, in the event of it becoming law, would have the effect
of transferring the Council's water undertalking to a Water Board.
Your Council judged it expedient to oppose the Eill in Parliament
in January 1960 and a Petition was subnitted to Parliament seeking
(2) the deletion from the Bill of the provisions relating to

the transfer of thelr underiaking;
(b) that if this should not be accepted then the transfer

should not talke place unless and until the Exeter undertaking

was transferread and
(¢) that if neither of these points was accepted then better

differcntisls, representation etc. than those shown in the

Bill should be conceded.

Private B8upnlias.

Salcorbe Reiis.

During the year, the East Devon Water Board conpleted its
nain laying and brought water to the village. Thua the old
supply which was always of dublous quality was dispensed with
and the ram, which for the last few years was expected to work
longer hours in its old age, has been retired together with the
privately ovned electric pump which boosted it. The new supply
is, of course, satisfactory. The houses below the Church,
together with Cooobe Wood Farm, are still supplied by the
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10,

DRATNAGE AND SEWERAGE. 8.

The progress made with the inprovement of the sewage disposal
arrangenents during the year has comprised the construction of a new
screening chanber, underground punping station, new valve work and
alterations to the emergency stormwater overflows. These works hawva
been constructed adjacent to the existing storage tank at Port Royal.

The new disintegrating punps are twin sets of 12" punps manufactured

by Messrs. Hathorn Davey and operated by electric motors controlled
float operated switches which in themselves sre set by a lunar clock
alter the times of operation with the most suitable tidal conditiona.
In the event of heavy rainfall the lunar elock is autonatically by-passed
and the pumps will come into operation in series st a predetermined level
of sewage in the storage tank. Each punp has a delivery of 1000 gallons
rer minute,

Provision has been made for the construction of the new sen outfall
by building in a pipe into the recently comstructed valve chamber.

It is essential that the extended deep water outfall be constructed
without delay so as to be in operation by the Spring of 1961.

FOOD.

(2) Food Hygiene Repulations, 1955-6.

It will be seen from the tabulated statement at the rear
of the report that the mmber of inspections falls short of
those of previous years. This is due almost entirely to the
fact that from mid July onwards the depertment was without a
quelified Assistant to the Public Health Inspector, Mr. R.H. Weat
having obtained another appointment. Coming as it did in the
peak of the holiday season, it was rather a set-back and in fact
ne appointment of any sort was nade until Noverber when a student
inspector was appointed, it heving been found impossible to £111
the vacancy at the salary offered.

It will be appreciated that all phases of public health
work may be affected by lack of qualified staff, but it is
particularly noticeable in the food trade where regular inspections
by qualified inspectors are so valuable in maintaining a high
standard of food hygiene.

(v) Meat.

As stated in previous reporta, there are no slaughterhouses
in the district and it seems unlikely that any will be wanted here,
there being apparently no demand for such. Meat is cbtained from
the Exeter City Abattoir or & private slaughterhouse in Homdton.
The arrangenents seen to be working satisfectorily.

There are twelve butchers shops in the district and the
stendard is satisfactory. The Market Stall has been maintained
in a satisfactory way and on & recent change of tenancy the
opportunity was taken to still further improve hygienic conditions
by extending the glass screening on the front of the counter. The
butcher, himself, alse had a canopy fitted overhead for added
rrotection.

A1l butchers' shops ere repistered under Section 16 of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1955 for the preparation and manufacture of
sausages, preserved meat ete.

(e) Fish.

There are three wet fish shops in the area, all with
enclosed fronts. One of these shops also sells fruit and vegetables,
and these premises all comply with the regulations. There are three
lcesl mobile fishnongers and one operating from premises outside the
district. These are satisfactory.
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(d) Milk and Deiries,

(e)

(£)

(g)

(k)

This is a "Specified" Area and all milk sold is either
pasteurised or tuberculin tested. A modern pasteurising plant
Aeals with a lerge proportion of the milk from the farms in the
Urban District of which there are approximetely 70. This Deiry
alsc produces a quantity of clotted cream with mederm plant under
hygieniec conditiona.

There are seven registered Dairies, although only four are
fully engaged in dairy work, the others being on the register
because they come technically within the definition of dairy.

The milk vending machine is now becoming a part of modern
living although in this district it acems to be operated only
for the benefit of the summer visitor, and the Summer of 1959
was a boon to the owner of such nmachines as well as the holiday
meker. The modern milk vending machine is s triumph of
engineering sikill and has been designed to comply with
legislation not applicable to other foods, but like all
machinery it is better when it "EEEPS GOING" and for that
reason ita use for summer trade only seems a satisfactory
arrangement for this district,

Tca GE:Eﬂ-ﬂo

All ice cream so0ld in the dlstrict is prepacked or comes
in bulk from e neighbouring district. No sanmples were taken
this year due to the loss of the Assistant Fublic Health Inspector
in the niddle of the seascon when normelly semples are taken.

Bakersa and Conflectioners.

There are now only mine bakehouscs in the dstrict, one
having been discontinued at the beginning of the year. This
was a typical smell village bekery and when the elderly baker
had to retire the opportunity was taken to advise the owner that
the premises were unsuitable for modern hygiene requirements
without a conslderable financial outlay. Thus it closed.

In one other bekehouse it was necessary to take informal action
because larvee of the flour moth werefound in flour. As &8
result, a comprehensive disinfestation was carried out to the
store and the baker given sdvice as to the habits of these moths.
Subsequent results showed no signs of amy further infestation.

Grocers and General Provisions.

In previous years up to now it has been the practice
to report separately but I have now grouped them together as
the modern tendency in shopkeeping seems to stock as many lines
as possible consistent with storage space, This is now possible
because 80 many articles are pre-packed that the demarcation lines
between one type of food shop and another are getting blurred, and
the modern self-service store ie helping the process. From the
aspect of food hyglone, these trends are welcomed because generally
modern methods, increased efficiency and food hygiene tend to go
together.

Last year I reported that & branch of a multiple grocery
store still had some outstanding work necessary to conply with
the Food Hyglene Regulations. This has now been done and a great
improvement has been effected.

Greengrecers and Pruiterers.

There are eight premises which are predominately greengrocers
and they are satisfectory, although many general shops alsc seem
to find it profitable to sell fruit and vegetables. Also, there
seame to bea more vehicles such as vans and lorries entering the
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12,

(k)

(1)

(3)

(k)

(a)

Gresngrocers and Fruiterers.

digtrict from adjoining areas which are inspected as ths opportunity
oocurs.

Hotels, Restaurants, Cafes.

The number of visits were reduced for the reason already
mentioned, but these premises which needed more attention were
visited. Although no-one interested in publie health would ever
be satisfied as to the standard of food hygiene in these premises
it is truc to say that the standard has markedly inmproved within
the pest six or seven years.

Fﬁﬂd. FﬂctEE:E -

The stendard is reasonably good for the cooking and preparation
of this savoury tit-bit, but as reported previously the hand packing
is the weak link in the chain and the Proprietor has been asked to
consider providing machinery for this. The complaints regarding
smells from the cooking oils which were frequent scon after the
factory started have now practically ceased.

Unsound Food.
The amount of unsound food is showm in the tabulated statement

at the end of the repert. The normal method of disposal is at the
refuse tip after treatment.

FOOD POTSONING .

There were no cases of food poisoning notified during the year.

HOTE1NG.

8lum Clearance.

During the year the Slun Clearance Programme was contimued but
a5 reported previously progress was slow. The 24 flats completed
at Lymebourne Park for the Council helped with the rehousing
problem, but the question of priorities is still 3ifficult when the
two parallel streams of applicants (Slum Clearance and Housing List)
are competing for accommodation, The following table shows the
rehousing during five years of both types of applicant:-

1955 1956 1957 1958 1959  TOTALS

Housing List ..... 7 16 10 18 23 T4
Blum Clearsnce sss 1 1 L - 5 11
B 1y 18 28 85

Tha 1959 rehousing total of 28 inecluded 2} new flats and-this
suggests that only L4 other vacancies occurred during the year, but
i+ must be remembered that many of these new flat tenancies were due
to transfers from existing houses and therefore the figure may be
misleading due to the lag between change of tenancies. The true
picture may not be shown until the 1980 figures are available.

It might also be of interest to members to see &
"wreakdowm" of the type of sccommodation in which the eleven slum
clesrance families were rehoused, maldng use of both old and
new properties.

10.
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(a) 8lum Clearance.

It will be seen from these figures that the accommedation
was fairly evenly divided between older people in flats or bungalows
and younger families in houses.

IOPES
1 BR 2 BR 1 BR N.P.2 N.P, P. 3.
FLiT __ FiaT  FOwe  Fouse oM soieE  JOMALS
New Houses 3 2 5
Existing Houses 1 1 3 1 [

The actual properties dealt with as part of the 8lum Clearance
Programme were:=

- l =6 Victoria Cottages.

These six houses which were contained in a Clearance Order were
demoliehed and the three families rehoused.

2, Bast Street.

This house was closed as a result of action under Section 17 of the
Housing Act, 1957, whereby an "Undertaldng" was accepted. The
ocoupants were rehoused.

1& 2, Mill Street.

The Compulsory Purchase Order on these two cottages was confirmed
and became operative on lst. Jume, 1959, but it was not until
December 1959 that the two old ladies occupying No. 1 could be
persuaded to move.

1, Thatched Cottage, 8idford.

An "Undertaldng" was accepted, but the eccoupier was not able to be
rehoused Auring the year.
4, Laburnum Cottages, Sidford.

An "Underteking" was accepted, but the cccupant was not rehoused
by the end of the year.

Trow Cottage, Salcomba Regis.

This old 17th century cottage which was closed by "Undertaling®
procedure was completely reconditioned during the year and provided
with all modern amenities. Tt lent itself to this treatment because
of its siting, being detached and with sufficient land. The cost

of the reconditioning was high but has been well worth while.

The Undertaking was therefore lifted when the work wes satisfactorily
completed.

(b) Improvement Grants.

The coming into operation of the House Purchase and Housing
Act, 1959 makes Standard Grants availeble by right providing certain
basic conditions are fulfilled. This new scheme being simpler and
hedged with fewer conditions has been gathering momentum since its
inception and together with the existing Discretionary Grant is
playing its part in encouraging owners to bring the clder houses
up to modern standards. The technical officer responsible is the
Public Health Inspector. It is estimated that in the Urban District
approximately 350 houses are at present without fixed baths.
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(¢) PBuilding Programme.

The figures previously submitted showing the total building
programme for the previous ten years is again included, having
been found very useful. The figures for 1959 are as follows:-

(a) Built by the Local Authority (Lymebourne Flats) .... 2k

{h} Mlt b_:; ﬂthBI"S = Cﬂft\inﬂtm Flats PR e ke DL
HONBBE: s fisiauis winiag v os wimlninaiie s sl
B‘ﬂﬂs&lﬁwa R T T T 52
Converal ol v e onees weie uinwein h

TOTAL 11

TABLE SHOWING BUTLDING DURING THE PAST 10 YRARS

NOTE Houses include flats where they are new erections, otherwise flata
are included under conversions.

YEAR By L.A. By Others Totals Grand Total
Houszes 20 11 41

1950 Bungalows NIL 1 1 58
Conversions I 12 16
Housas 22 5 27

1951 Bungelows NIL 1 1 L3
Conversions g 12 2]
Houses 1 T 21

1952 Bungalows L 1 5 L1
Conversions L i1 15
Houses NIL 8 34

19535 Bungalows NIL 13 i3 89
Conversions NIL 12 12
Houses NIL 38 38

1954, Bungalows NIL 33 33 77
Conversions “NIL & [
Houses NIL 27 27

1955 Bungalows NIL 80 50 78
Conversions NIL 1 1
Houses NIL 17 a7

1956 Bungalows NIL 38 38 6o
Conversions NIL 5 5
Houses & 1L 20

1957 Bungalows NIL 53 53 86
Conversions NIL 13 13




12, HOUEING (Continued)
TAELE SHOWING BUILDING DURING THE PAST 10 YEARS
Contimied)
YEAR By L.A. | By Others Totals Grand Total

Houses NIL 12 12

1958 Bungalows NIL L9 L9

Conversions NIL 11 11

Houses 2 3 58

(flats) (21 flats)
1959 Bungalows NIL 52 52

Conversisns NIL L L

Totals Houses 96 159 295
Bungalows L 291 255
Conversions 17 B7 104

r 117 i 577
H o [

13. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES.

As previously reported the standard at the Public Conveniences
was maintained during the year despite labour difficulties of temporary
female staff. As mentioned in my last report, the Market premises
were badly in need of a "face 1ift" and the Council wisely approved
expenditure to bring the premises up to modern standards by replacing
obsolete fittings, tiling all surfaces and decorating in modern colours.
The work wes not in hand by the end of the year.

L.  GAMPTNG.

There are three licensed sites in the distriet, all in the
S8alcozbe Regis area. One large site of 50 caravans at Dunscombe is
sontrolled by planning permission, as is alse a small 3 caravan site
at Slade Farm. The other site at Thorn Farm has an old Fublic Health
Idcence. All these sites are satisfactory which is ususlly the case
with controlled sites. Most of the difficulties are with the seasonal
campers.

15, RODENT CONTROL.

No difficulty has been experienced in dealing with infestations,
and treatment haz been deslt with promptly. Sewer treatment shows that
there are szall residuasl infestations in the same areas as revealed over
successive yvears. ‘This pointe to defects in the sewers in these areas
allowing rats to gain entrance.

16. REFUSE DISPOSAL.

During the year the system at the refuse tip was greatly improved
whereby a shute now carries the refuse to the bed of the goyle and the
actual work of spreading is now done by a bulldozer instead of two men.
Thus the fire nuisance caused by spontaneous combustion dug to the depth




16. REFUSE DISPOSAL (Continued)
of tipped meterial has been obviated and the arrangenent works quite
satisfactorily. Honiton Rural District Council new make use of the
tipping facilities by arrangement with the Council.
17. FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 194B.
(a) Inspections.
Number Nuzber of
Premises on Inspections  Written | Qccupiers
Register Notices | Prosecuted
1) Pactories in which Sections
1,2,3,4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Local 22 - =
Authorities.
2) Factories not included in
(1) in which Section 7 47 b %
is enforced by the Local
Authority.
3) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority - T 4
(excluding Out-workers®
pre:uis&s].
TOTAL I~ 89 * -
(b) Cases in which defects wers found.
Referred Nugber of
Ta th E.E H.M. M
Particulars Found | Remedied | Tnspector | Inspector which
= pfose-
cutions
wWers
instituted.
Want of cleanliness i | 1 - -
Overcrowding = = T &

Unreag_onahlﬂ Temp. -

Inadequate Ventil ation -

Ineffective drainage of i

floors

Sand tary Enn-;;egﬁianc (13-
(a) Insufficient







PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTORS' VISITS ETC., 1959.

General Inspections.

The following tables represent the summary of visits, inspections, interviews,
etc. by the Public Health Department, and work carried out during the year.

1, GENERAL SANTTATION, No, of
Visits.

(=

Water Eup@liﬁa Publiﬂ} B A B EASEEEAREdEREEER BB E R

Privat&} I e 21

Other ?iﬂitﬁ] GEsEEbEsEBEERAERRREEERES
Public Conveniences sessssssctsssssnsassssssannnnnnnns
Rivers, Streams and BEEWErS sssvessssssssnssasssasaanae
Movecble dwellings sesssscassssnsnssssssnarsasrasecsss
Aceumulations and nﬂpﬂaitﬂ GEEFERE S EEEEEE ST RS SR S
II'E.‘flJE'B Eﬁllaﬂﬂﬂ'n and ]‘Efuﬂﬂ t-ip e EE s s bR EEEE R RS R
Dusthing sescecvssassssssssnssssasssssssssasassnsnsanse
PoSTE cossscnssasssasissssissassrnanssesssnenasidnanis
Bodent Control ccscssssssssasssssrsssnnnrsnssasssannns
Rodent Control (EEWETHj R L
Animals inpraperly kept Y T R R
Waste Food Order ssessssssessssascsrassnssisnsnrrrrnss
Ehﬁpﬂ- .F;I:!t SEEEERE AR RS R EEEERESTEERRBRdRFdERERARRRRRRAAD
PotroloUs secsssssssssssssssssssnasrsssssnssrnnannsnds
EIPlGBi?ﬂE YT T I N RN T NN RN R AR
Rag Flock ACt sisassssnsensanssasrsssscsssarsasronnean
DT&iEEEE e L e R R R R
IntErﬂE‘a E.nd- BF‘P‘DinmEﬂtE T T L L L L R
Persons in need of care and attention sesecccsssasscss

B | ¢ Bl e ] JERIS

2, INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Enquiriﬂﬂ in cases of LT.De seccusnsacsssnnnnrsssssnnns
Enquiries in cases of opther diSeASS5 sssssesssansesses
Vigits re disinfection and disinfestation seeenvscssss

E;l 1

3«  HOUSING.

Visits under Housing Act, 1957 ete. for purposes of
survey (HEdE“ElQ?mﬂnt Area) sasssssssssasssesssssansnse L]
Visits under Publie Health and Housing Acts

fﬂxalﬂdinﬂ Ebﬂ?E} P T T T E R T R R R R A 35
Viszsits under Rent ..EIJ:t-, 195? ABEEmEsEaEE RS RRERESEERERA NS

Visits re ﬂirty or verminous Frﬂﬂiﬁaﬁ FAEE AR S 1
Yisits to Cle{-'i]. HoUBES8 aeessssssssssassssssnnnsssaan ﬂl-
Uiseellaneous Housing Visits s.cessseccccccsssnnannnns LB
Yisits re Improvememt Grants sssascstsssssssssannscsnn 127
Total Number of HﬂUSiRE Visits sasescsssanssssarnanss EE

L. DRATNAGE.

The figures below do not include Council Housea or other buildings
built or maintained under the Airections of the Surveyor, but include all
other new buildings and adaptations to existing buildings.

No. of complete new house drainage SyStems sssscccacss 65
Mo. of house drainage systems repaired, relaid or extended 39
NHo. of new wator CloBATS ssssssssrrassessdsssanbasnnna 12}
HNo. of water closets diaﬂﬂnﬂm&d GassdsEdEREREEER RS RS 5
No. of drains tested (complete or renovated systems) . 178
Ho. of drains eleansed sssemsssssssssrssssarnnaacnnsas 2
Ne. of ¢353Fﬂﬂlﬂ discontinued ssssrcssssssssisrssnsens 1

No. of BEPtiﬁ t&ﬂka inﬂtﬂllﬁﬂ T T R TR F R IR R R R 5















