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6a

NATICMAL HEAITH SERVICE ACT, 1546.

{(a) The Devon County Council are the Local Health Authority responsible
for the Act under Fart III. The Hospital facilities under Fart II
have been found satisfactory.

(b) Isclation.

Cases of Infectious Disense are admitted to the Whipton Isolation
Hospital at Exeter, and this arrangement has worked very wells The
Medical Superintendent and staff have always been most co-operative

and helpful,
(e) Smellpox.

A Smallpox Hospital at Upton Pyne, administered by the Regiomal
Hogpital Board, is aveilable in case of need.

(d) Leborstory Facilities.

The Fublie Health Iaboratory at 7 Dix's Field, Exeter has again
been aveilsble when necessary, and although during the year it was
only called upon for the examination of routine samples, the Directer,
Dr, Moore, is always willing to provide advice and help for more
Bserious matters.

(e) Ambulance Pacilities.
These are provided by the County Council.

{(f) Dental Care of Mcthers and Young Children.

These facilities are provided by the County Councils
(g) Mental Health.

The District Council is not responsible for the supervision of
mental health this being a County Council duty. The actual supervision
of those mentally afflicted and in need of psychiatric help is of course
a matter for the patient's own Doctor, the County Mental Health Section
and Regional Hospital Board, but taking the term mental health in its
broadest sense there is no doubt that much can be done locally through
veluntary effort. In particular in an area liks Sidmouth with so
largs an elderly population all those who assist in helping old
pecple in any way are in fact doing mental hoalth work. 411 work
of this nature from the visiting of old pecple in their homes to the
formaticn of Societies and Associations is a great benefit to elderly
people and the more of it which can be done the better. Whether
some co-ordination of the various bodies and sccieties deing this
work in Sidmouth a* present is sdvisable I could not yet say but
obvicusly it is a metter requiring investigation.

NATIOMAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948,
Section 47 - Removal to suitsble premises of persons in need of care and

attention.

During the year it was found necessary to apply to the Court for an
Order for the removal of an aged man living in equalor at his homes
Unfortunately the pattern ia typical of so many of theae cases. This men
lost his wife scme two years previously and clung to his home despite the
fact that he wes quite unable to lock after himself and the house. After
an interlude in lcdgings he again gravitated to the old premises, but at
night seemed to become confused and was coften fourd wandering by the Police
accomparded by his dog - also aged. His only relative (a married sister)
was unable to loock after him and he had eventually to be removed.

I have sketched in the facts of this case because they pinpoint the
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tragedy of cld pecple to-day. Alsc there are other points which ought
to be mentioned,

1. The only Home where the Devon County Council Welfare Department hed a
bed available was at Tavistock, nearly 50 miles away, and this meant a day's
Journey for his friemds or relative who wished to visit him unless they
owned a car; in effect this old man although having all the care and
attention possible was cut off from his contacts and friends.

2s The actual physical removal was a most distasteful business. It

has been laid down that the implementation of a Court Order is purely a
matter for the local authority applying for the Orders No help is available
from the County Council Welfare Department and their responsibility only
starts when a patient is delivered to their Home. In this case he was
removed by the Health Inspector, myself, and another hired person, and

taken the 50 miles to Tavistock in my own car.

It would be & great advantage if scme unified system could be worked
out whereby both the District Council and the County Council wvia their
Welfare Department kept each other informed of old people found by them
to be in need of care and attention and if Court action were taken in
agreement with the County Council, removel of the cld person to be undertaken
thereafter by the County Welfare Officers who are after all trained for this
type of work. Under the present dispensation such a system is not of course
possible and the County Welfare department while it is legally responsible
for the Welfare of old folk throughout the County has not nearly sufficient
staff to undertake its task. Consequently a very great deal of welfare
work has to be done by voluntary bodies. This is a good thing in itself
but only if there is sufficient professional backing which of course the
Oounty Welfare Department cannot at the moment give. Welfare work
requires contimuity and the extremely limited number of visita or even
eingle visits which is all that County Welfare workers can give to
individual cases at the moment are not nearly encugh to estsblish
confidence in the old folk or properly to assess their cases, and as I
have said already any really difficult or dirty work falls on the District
Councila' staffs who are not officially qualified Welfare workers or
legally responsible for welfare work.

DINISATION,

It is not possible under the present system to give separato
immmisation figures for Sidmouth as all statistics are compiled centrally
by the County Public Health Department, but I have arranged an alteration
of their system whercby I may be eble to compile figures for my Districts
separately. The County figures show that in 1957, 58% of children up to
15 years of age hed been immmised against diphtheria. The 1958 figure
is somewhat lower as so much emphasis has had to be placed on immunisation
against poliomyelitiss In fact in 1958 only about one=third of the muber
immmized in 1957 were incculated against diphtherdis.

The percentage of children vaccinated against emallpox was low.
The mumber vaccinated at under one year of age throughout the County being
approximately 26% of the infant population.

Sc great has been the effort to immnize as many children as possible
egainst poliomyelitis that no time has been availsble to work out figures
for the mumbers immnizeds These should becoms availsble latsr,

48 far es school children are concerned, there is no waiting list for
immundisation as every school is visited regularly.

WATER.

(a) Fublic Supplies.

Again there has been no change in the water positicn, but
the sanction to proceed with the new Core Hill reservoir is at
lecst a atage forward. It is hoped that the reservoir will be
built and functioning very soon or the ever increasing consumption may

cause curtailment of the supply particularly during the peak holiday season.
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(b) Privaete Supplies.

S8alconbe Regis, The East Devon Water Eoard had completed all their
arrengements by the end of the year to bring a supply to the Village
which will be a very great improvement. The lower part of the
Village below the Church supplied by gravity from a spring in the
field above "Springfield" will not be affected as this supply

has always been satiafactory.

Harcombe Village., Some work by consumers was carried out during the
year whereby part of an cld main was relaid. Consequently an
improvement to the supply has been effected. The Council
subsequently agreed to ancther property being bullt and connected to
the supplys

Sidford. As reported last year, there are a few cottages 8till on
the old supply but it is doubtful if commections to the publie supply
will be made until the future of these cottages is settled.

Sidbury, There has been no alteraticn during the year to the three
private supplies owned by the Sidbury Mencr Estate.

{c) Distribution of all ie8.
Fublic ies. Total.
Nurber of properties cormected to 8.U.D:Cs supply 3244
Number of properties comnected to Honiton Hill ram 5
Number of properties at Salcombe Regis cormacted to
East Devon Water Board main 21
Nurber of properties on "Weston" supply 5
Number of properties off Bulverton supply _E
3331 3331
Private Supplios.
Salconbe Regls - .
Froperties connected to No. 2 spring (=]
Other private supplies 15
Harcodbe =
Properties comnected to main wvillage supply B
Other small supplies or wells 11
Fortescue Froperties connected 26
Bowd Properties connected 12
Sidbury - Ridgeway - Froperties connected 72
Grecrhead FProperties conmected 104
Hatway = Froperties connected 15
Other properties in outlying areas with own
private supplies _m_ﬂ
371 371

Nurber of private properties without supplies

EIN

DRATHAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The proposed improvement to the sewerage system has made scme important
progress. At the end of the year preparatory work was in hand for the
building of the new pumping station and sereening charber. Temporary
cormections will be made to the existing outfall until such time as the
new cne is ladid. g

L]



The second stage is the extension of & new cutfall to a position
approximately 500 yards from the beach. Exploratory borings along this
have becon taken and the Consulting Engineers, with the aid of the
yor' a lso taken a series of flow tests at two points,
at the Ham Car Park on the main sewer and another at the weiring
er in Frys Fleld. The information will be wvaluwible to the Engineers
the actual design and laying of the outfall takes place.

|
|

(a) Food Hygiono Rogulations 1955-6.

The regular inspecticns of all food premises have centinued,.
During the year there have been changes, soms properties going out of
business and new cnes coming in, while as usual sume changed hands.
Opportunity is always taken to wvisit at the time of these changes
when it is found that a discussion with the new occupier can often
further the cause of food hygiens for invariably he has some
alteraticons to carry out and suggestions at this stage are opportune.

The close link with the Town Flanning Committee is valueble in
-Buch cnsea, particularly whore new propertics are concerned or
elterations are proposed.

(b) Meat.

There are no slaughterhouses in the distriet, since the Council
decided not to re-licence the old private slaughterhousos. Moot
is cbtained from the Bxeter City Abattoir or a private slaughterhouse
in Honiton. The arrangements seem to be working satisfactorily.

There are twelve butcher shops in the diatrict and of these
eleven are rogistered under Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955
for tho preparation and manufacture of sausages, preserved meat etc.
The standard of butchers shops is satisfootory. Since the morket
has been re-cpened one of the butchers has taken a stall and this is
meintained in a satisfactory way. The Council have made provision
for a hot and cold water supply with wosh hand-basin and sink.

() Fish,

There are three wet fish shops in the Area, all with enclosed
frontss One of these shops alsc sells fruit and vegetables, and
these premises all comply with the regulations, There are three

locel mobile fishmongers and cne operating from premises cutside the
district Those are satisfactory.

(d) Milk and Dairies.

This district is one of the "Specified" Areesand all milk is
either pasteurised or tuberculin tested. There are seven registered
dairies, though only four are fully engeged in deiry work, the others
being mainly retail shops technically coming within the definition of
dairy and registered as sush.

The largest dairy is a modern pasteurising plant which desals
with a large proportion of the milk from local farms of which there
are about 70, This plant during the past twelve months has set aside
part of the building and installed plant for producing clotted cream.
This department was consulted before work was put in hand, and
conditions are satisfactory.

(e) Ice Creams

All ice oream now sold in the district is either prepacked or
comes in bulk from & large producer in o neighbouring districts The
muber of premises registered for retail sale is 32 but this figure

does not, of course, include catering premises which are excluled from
reglstraticne

The Zable below shows that 2, samples were taken during the year
Te



and all fell into Grades 1 or 2, This shows that the modern product

as produced by the large firms is safe, and Jjudging from the amount
consumed must be quite palatabls as well.

Crade 1. Grade 2. Grade 3. Grade L. Total.
15. S Nil. Nil. 2.
(£) Bakers and Confecticners.

(&)

(h)

(1)

()

(k)

There are 10 bakere and confecticners in the ares, apd during the
year it was not necessary to take any statutory action for breaches
of the various regulations. In one case discussions took place
with an owmer as to the beat means of effecting an improvemsnt to
premises which contein a cafe with bakehouse over, but by the end
of the year no work had been dong. Regular visits were made to
all promisos.

Grocars.

There are 16 grocers shops which have been regularly visited
and are satisfactory with the exception of one, a branch of a multiple
firm which still falls short of the requirements of the regulations.
It was reported on last year but the outstanding work has not yet
been done, though agreement has been reached with the management
as to the work required.

There is one modern mobile van entering the district from
Exeter and is quite satisfactory.

Greengrocors and Frudterers.

There arc now 8 promises in the district, all of which are
satisfactory. Tho small lock up shop reported on last yoar has
now changed hands and conditions are satisfactory.

Several vans enter the district from adjoining areas. It was
necossary during the yoar te call attention in ocne case to the
unsatisfactory method of handling and storing produce on a lorry and
this has now greatly improved. It was alsc noccssary to advise two
van cwnors to exhibit their name and eddress on the wohicles.

General Provigions
Swents and Confeotionery.

Thero are 26 promiscs grouped under this heading and the majority
only sc¢ll propacked food and were generally satisfactory. The
premises used as a general store and sub Post Office have now changed
hands and 2 great improvement has been effectod.

Hotels, Restaurants, Cafaos,

Inspections have continued during the year, but thers are
cortain premises whose standard is always high and nsed less visita, so
that in the main more attention has been given to those premises which
need it. As oxplained previcusly, the attainment of good hygenic
gtandards is a long term process, though it is apparent that a great
improvement is being effected. The average man in the strect is now
becoming "food hygiene conseioual.

Food Foctory.

Visits during the year showed that generally the standard is
reasonzbly good but the actual packing of the savoury tit-bit is
carried out by hand by female lebour. It is hoped that eventually
this part of the process may be done by machinery.

8.






Heous Contd.
HOUSES (or Conversions) BUILT DURTNG THE LAST TWELVE YEARS
Houses include flats where they are new erections, otherwise flats are
included under conversions.
TE/R By Lalis By Others Totals Grand Total
Housea Ll 8 49
15947  Bungalows Wil il Nil 57
Conversions 2 & B
Housgs 15 Nil 15
1948 Bungalows 25 Wil 25 78
Conversions 8 30 38
Houwses 17 15 32
1949  Bungalows Wil 3 3 48
Conversions [ T 13
Houses 30 11 i1
1950 Bungalows Wil 1 1 58
Conversicona L 1z 16
Houses 22 B 27
1951  Bungalows Nil 1 1 L9
Conversions 9 12 21
Houszes 1y T 21
1952 Bungalows L 1 5 k1
Conversicns I 11 15
Housea | Wil 3 3
1953 Bungalows | il 13 19 55
Conversions Wil 12 12
Housea | Nil 38 8
195,  Bungalows | Wil 33 33 77
Conversions | Nil 3 &
Houses | w1 27 27
1955  Bungalows | Wil 50 50 78
Conversions |  HNil 1 1
Housea ! Nil 17 17
1956 Bungalows | Nil 38 38 60
Conversiona Wil 5 5
Houses & Ly 20
1957  Bungalows Nil 53 53 86
Conversions | Nil 13 13
{ Housos ! Nil 12 12
| 1958  Bungalows | Nil 49 49 72
: Conversicns I Nil 11 11
Totals Houses t L5 188 333
' Bungelows [ 29 242 271 763
Conversicns | 35 126 159
!- ' 207 556




FUBLIC CONVENIENCES.

It ie always a problem to maintain & good standard during the holiday
season owing to the very great increase in use compared with the rest of
the year (scmething between ten and fourteen times the normal use).

Only one female attendant was available to serve all the main conveniences,
but it was possible to keep the usual high standard expected. It is
significant that the rebuilt premises at the Triangle with tiled walls

and modern fittings are very much easier to maintain than the older
premisss such as the Market.

L. CAMPING SITES,
(a) There are two licensed sites in the district, both in the Salcombe
Regls area.
(b) One site is controlled by Plamning Permission under the Town &
Country Planning Act, 1947, and the other is licensed under
Section 269 of the Public Health Act, 1936,
Eroquent visits were made during the season both to the
licenced sites and to other sumer camps of Scouts, Girl Guides,
Cadets, etcs but in no case was it necessary to take statutory
action.
15  RODEW CONTROL.
No difficulty has been experienced in dealing with infestations,
and treatmont has been dealt with promptly.
16,  PACTORIES AOTS, 1937 and 19i8.
1, Inspections for purpose of provision as to health (including
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors).
Hmber Nunber of
Premises on - Inspections | Written Occuplers
Rogister Notices Prosacuted
1) Pactories in which Sections
enforced by Local
Authorities.
2) Factories not included in
(1) in which Section 7 is L9 30 & 2
anfloread by ths Local
Authority.
‘3) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority - = - -
(excluding Out-worker's
premises).
TOTAL (4] 38 - -




16. FACTORTES ACTS

2: Cases in which defects were found.

and

Contd.

Farticulars.

Referred

To H.M.

Inspector. Inapector.

Humber of
conges in
which
Prosecutions
wers
institutad.

ant of cleanliness

Overcrowding

[Unreasonahle Temp.

Inndequate Ventilation

Ineffective drainage
of floors

Sanitary Conveniences.
(a) Insufficient.

(b) Unsuitable or
defective.

{c) Not separate for
S0NET.

Other offences against
the Act not including
offences relating to
homeworks

TOTAL

17.  REFUSE DISPOSAL.

Owing to the very deep goyle, scme more trouble was experienced with
fire, but the Surveyor is putting up proposals to the Council to take the
refuse to the bottom of the goyle and so aveid the depth which causes the
spontanoous combustion.
working space for the lorries, but in future a great improvement should

be effected.

18,  DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION.

(a) Disinfection.

Bedding and clothing is disinfected in the Equifix Steam
Disinfector at the Manstone Highway's Depot, and although the
boiler and equipment are meny years old, has still a useful life

as repairs were carried ocut in 1955.

The initial filling was necessary to provide a

It is felt that steam disinfection

is still the best method for dealing with certain infected articles.

12,







PUBLIC HRALTH INSFECTORS' VISITS ETC,., 1958,

General Inﬁctimg -

The following tables represent the summary of visits, inspections, interviews,
etcs , by the two Public Health Inspectors, and work carried out during the year.

l, GENERAL SANITATICH. Ho. of

Visits,

Water EU.PP]J.QE Muﬂ:’ R R R R s I

I"I"i‘lm‘tﬂ:' LR R R R R T Ty

Other Viﬂitﬂ:] I T T I
Public Comveniences B R R R RN
Ri?@rs, Streams and Sewers BErsAsssAse s e s RREREEREREREREE
“:ﬂ.l"ﬂ,hl& ii‘i‘ﬂ].]ings LEA R R R L AL R E R R R R A R R R R R R R R R AN N ]
Acoumilations arl Depo8its sssssssssasssssssssesssssannd
Refuse collection and refuse t'\J-P' R P IR R ]
I"l.lﬂfblnﬂ LR R A A L L R Y
Fasta LR N Y R T

Rﬂdﬂnt cnntml LA R AR R R R R R Y ]

Rodent Control {EB'II'EI'B] RS AR SRS R RO R AR
M]—s imp!'ﬂﬁrly kﬂyt .-.'."...‘..."l‘..-l.-'.l-‘_“.‘
Waste Food ﬂrﬂsr L I ™
Ehﬂp-'! LOt sansessssnnnsssransnassssssssssnnisnninnnannns
Petroleum L T I I s T

DELVES swsrna ot st s o s s s s s nasn s ss s nessassssnsnsnas

R?-E Flﬂck Mt LA R L L R L P R Y]

L1 G vweuwBlnebBhE  BE

ij]]ﬂga LA R R AR A e R R L R R N ] 33}
Interviews and ﬂprﬂintﬂﬂntﬂ I T T 15,
Parscns in need of care and Ettention ssssssssnssssnnnns 25

¢  INFECTIOUS DISEASE,

Erqmria‘ﬂ in casea of I.D, FARRB AR SRR R AR R ERE 2
Enquiries in cases of other diseases seesereercssssscnee 2
"-riﬂi‘l'-s re diginfection and disginfestation sses STIEEEr 20

1 HOUSTNG,.

Visits under Housing Aet, 1957 etec., for purposes of
Survey {R’Eﬂ-ﬂElﬂFﬂﬁﬂt .!LIEE.} I T T 22
Visits under Public Health and Housing Acts

femluding ﬂbm:‘ I I T I
Viﬂit-ﬁ- Lﬂ'ﬂ&r Rﬂnt J:"I.J.'.!t-,. 13.5; LE R R R R R R N T Ry
Viesits re dirty or verminous premiBeB sssssssissssnsnsss
Vigits to Counnil HoUBSBE ssssssssnssssssssssnsssssnnnnns
Hacellansous Hﬂ\lﬂiﬂg Visita e I mmmmm
viai-ta b5 I-fﬂqumnt G'mntﬂ LA R RS R R R R R R R R R R R N ]

Total Wuarber of Housing Visita.

| Sleegops

be  DRATNAGE.

The figures below do not include Council Heuses or other buildings
built or maintained under the directions of the Surveyor but includs all
other new bulldings and adaptations to existing buildings.

No. of complete new house dreinage SyStems sessescscssss
No. of house drainage systems repaired, relaid or extended
Noe of new water cloScts sessessssnssnvnsssnnnnsnssrnnng
Ho. of water closets discontinmued seessssssesssssssennes
HD- ﬂf nm Qlﬂwts m hcﬂ ﬂﬂ‘lm‘ (AR E R AR EERNNEENRENENTHN]
Nos of drains tested (complete or renovated systems) ses
Nee of drains cleansed BEF R R R R A E AR R R R AR R R AR R AR
Wo. of cesspocls discontinued sessssssssssennssssssnnsns
Hﬂl- ﬂ'f ﬂﬂp‘tiﬂ tm inﬂtﬂ-]l&ﬂ- AR R R L R A R R R R T R R R ]

wiwbe, RS
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