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1. Statistica of the Area .

2, Vital Statistics
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Deaths
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Number of inhabited houses sessses 3]323
Bateable Value sessssassssasassnes £112,Dﬂ5
Sum represented by o permy rate .. £445.19.3.
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Live Births (legitimate)
Live Births (illegitimate)

Birth rate per 1000 of the estimated
resident population = B.92

Still Births (legitimate)
Sti11 Births (illegitimte)

Rate of still births per 1000 total
(live and still births) = mnil

Death rate per 1000 of the estimated
resident population = 19.07

Deaths from pusrperal cauges = nil

(b) Infant Mortality
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Deaths nf‘ in:Eanta under 1 year of age (legitimate
L1 " Lil L1 " L] {ulmitimtg

D-aath.s of infants under lln- wooks" (legitimate
" " CHNT R [ﬂlﬁs‘}_ﬂmtﬂ =

Death rate of all infants per 1000
live births = 2239 II-LS

=

(c) statistics provided by the Registrar-General

Causes of Death
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25.
26.
25.
29.
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32.
33
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35.

Tuberculosis, Respiratory

sSyprhilitic disease

Malignant Neoplagm, Stomach
Malignant Neoplasm, Iungs, Bronchus
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast

Malignant Necplasm, Utcrus

Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms
Leukoemdn , alenkaemin

Diabetes

Vagoular Lesions of nervous system
Corcnary disease, angina
Hypertension with heart discase
Other heart disease

Other circuls tory disease

Fneumonia

Eronchitis

Qther diseages of respiratory syatem
TMeoer of stomach and ducdenum
Nephritis and Nephrosis

Hyperplasin of Prostate

Congemital malfcrmaticons

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor vehicle accidents

411 other accidents

Suicide
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Total deaths in 1952 - 186
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nﬂ.trhl ﬁmmm&r {m H.-,E,EI-] B8R E e 22
Deaths from MeAsS)len .sssssssssssssnssnssses BRIl
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ¢s... nil
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) nil

3+ Infecticus Disease
Prevalence of and Control over Infectious and cthor Diseases

Total Cases Cases admitted
geaso “Wotified To Hospital e
Bcarlet Fover 9 e o
Meagles Th - -
Whooping Cough & - -
Food Poisoning 5 - -
Dysentery - . s
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 9 -
Poliomyelitis 3 6 -
b Eumlmiu
New Cases and llur#nliﬂl 1222
New Cages Deaths
Age Periods Respiratory Won-Respiratory Reaﬁimtor,[ Hnn-ResE:iratn_rx
Hi FI - L ] L] HI L]
15 - 1 - - - - - -
25 - 2 - = - - - =
35 1 - - - 1 = = =
65 um - - - - - - - -

5. National Health Service Act, 1946

{a) The Devon County Council are the Loecal Health Authority responaible for the
Act under Parts IT and II. The Hospital facilities under Part IT have been
found satisfactory.

(b) Isclation

Qasea of Infectious Disease are admitted to the Whipton Isclation Hespital
at BExeter, and this arrangement has worked very well. The Mediecal Super-
intendent and ataff bave always been most co-operative and helpful.

(e) smalipox
A smallpox hospital at Upton Pyne, administered by the Regional Hospital
Board, is available in case of need,

(4) Lahoratory Facilities

Bacterioclogical examinations are carried cut at the Public Health Laboratory,
7, Dix'a Field, Exeter under the direction of Dr. B. Moore who has as usual
been most helpful when focilities were necded,

(s) Ambulance Facilities
These are provided by the County Council.

(f) Dental Care of Mothers and Youngz Children
These facilities are provided by the County Council.

6. National Assistame Act, 1948.

Section L7 - Removal to suitable premises of persons in need of care and attention

Three casca were investigated, all being aged perscns living alone., In each case
the perscn and premises were verminous, and necessitated very many viasits by the
staff of the Health Department. Two cases were removed to Hospital voluntarily and
the other eams, an 0ld lady of rearly 90, died before any statutory acticn could be
taken,

3




T+ Water

(1) The water supply of the area has been gatisfactory in quality and
likewise in quantity, except that the extension of sanitary amenities
such as baths, washbapina and extra water closets, mainly due to
increaged building and conversions, iz hawving a marked effect on the
demand for water.

The Consulting Engineers have submitted a comprehensive scheme for
the aupmentation of the water supply and for the provisicn by pumping from
maina to Salcoombe Regis. The present Salecmbe Regis supply will then be
digcontimied. ‘This report deals with the provision of a new bore hols,
the precise site for which has not been finally decided upon. The
report also contains a comprehensive scheme for the chlorination of all
sources of supply and when this acheme is completed all publie supplies
will be chlorinated.

Difficulties have arisen in respect of a small private supply in the
village of Harcombe. The matter is under investigations

(11) Altogether L7 samples were taken for bactericlogical examination and
2 samples for chemical analysis. All supplies bactericlogieally examined
after chlorination (15) were satisfactory, that is B.Coli has been absent
in 100 millilitres. The 2 chemiecal amalyses taken at the cutlet of Peak
Reservoir and Woclbrook Reservoir were satisfactory.

(111 The supply from all springs which yield plumbo-solvent water is passed
through beds of limestone chippings.

(iv) There are 3,32? dwelling houses in the area, of which 3299 are supplied
direct from the mains. The remainder (24) are fed by standpipes and these
are mainly in the Parish of Sidbury, which has a private supply maintained
by the Sidbury Manor Batate,

8. Drainage and Sewerage

The sewerage system is reasonably satisfactory, but bearing in mind the
sugmentation of the water supplies contemplated in the report of the Consulting
Engineers referred to above, raises again the gquesticn of the adequacy of the main
oatfall arrangementa of the sewage spyatem and the capacity of the sewers.

Since the new sewer was lald below the overflow tank at Pry's Field there
have been no cccasions when the sewer has been surcharged so as to foree up the
manhcles.

For particulars of drainage sce the Sanitary Inspector's Report.

9. Rivers and Streams

Investigation into the pollution of the River 5id bave contimued, and
necessary steps are being taken to ensure that such sources of polluticn as
overflowing cr leaking ceaspools are dealt with.

There is s till suspicion that the sewer which passes so close to the
River 5id on the west bank may be a possible source of pollutlon, as ia also
the cage with the cverflow tank at Fry's field which digcharges to the river
at certain pericds.
10, Food

(2) Meat and other Foods

Slaughtering is no lomger carried cut in Sidmouth btut freqguent inspections
have been made of all butchers' shcps, and as will be seen from the Chief
Sanitary Inspector's tabulated statement, a large mumber of wisits have been
made to all fcocod premises including catering establishments, hotels, dairies,
bakehcuses, ice cream premiges and retail food shops. Generally the premises
were found tc be in good condition, though in a fow cases it was necessary to
take informal action to earry cut irprovements. No statutory action was
necegsary during the year.
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' 10. Food (contd.)
() Eocd Poisoning

A small but very sericus cutbreak of food polsoning which affected some
six or seven persons, one of whom died, originated in a bakery in this town.

On the 22nd July a very small ccnsignment of pork ples was prepared,
they were not sold in the town but were sent by motor van to the neighbouring
town of Beer on the 23rd July. On the 24th July, after the pies had been
exposed for sale in the window, they were sold and consumed; throughout this
time the weather was excessively hot. On the afternven of July 25th the
Medical Officer of Health of this Sanitary Area reported to me by telephone
that everyone who had partaken of the pork ples had become sericusly ill
during the night of 24th = 25th July. The symptoms were intense abdominal
pain, incessant vomiting, hmadache, fover and dinrrhoca, followed by complete
collapae in the majority of cases.

I at once got in touch with the mamager of the bakery and arranged to
ingpect his staff on the morning of the 26th July. I inspccted the sgtaff and
got into touch with Dr. Moore of the Fublic Health Laboratory, Exeter, and
accepted his offer of help. Dr. Moore came cut sarly the same day and
examined everything connected with the preparation of the meat and the ples and
gollected specimens of faeces from everyone concerned, He also collected
material from all the apparatus concernsd in the mamifncture. On the morning
that the pies had been mamufactured, some egg mixture had been used in the
bakery for confectionery but at the time of Dr. Moore's examimation none remained
for sampling,

The bacillus Typhi-murium was found in the faeces of the employee who had
jellied the pork pies. This process of jellying is very favourable to the
thorcugh mixing of any organism which may be aceidentally introduced, as
cbvicusly ccourred in this caae. The ples are jellieg after they have been
baked and & hele is mede in the pie and the gelatine is poured in. During the
preparation of the sclution of gelatine varioias flaveuring materislas, salt, ete,
arc mixed with the mixture by hand, it is not surprising, therefore, that the
infection having been introduced in such extremely hot weather which preavailed,
o most prolific growth of Typhi=murium was found on exardnaticn,

(e) Byelaws under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1936
It has been found that the Bye-laws are generally being complied with
and in those few cases where it has been necessary to call attention to
breaches, the matter has been remedied without statutory aotion,

11. Factories Act, 1937

SeeBanitary Inspector'a Report.
12. Housing

The tabulated statement below shows that the housing positicn is gradually
improving and that it has been found possible to do & certain ancunt of work
under the provisions of the Housing Act, 1936 and the Rublic Health Act, 1936.

Also during the year a thorough survey was commenced cn all properties
situated in the Re-develcpment Area in Eastern Town.

Houses o eted dur the year:

a) By the Loocal Authority 22
b) By cthers 1"

1. Inspection of dwelling houses during the year

(1) Total mumber of dwelling hcuses inspected for housing defeots
[ulﬂ-ﬂrnlhliﬂ Hmlth':'rﬂmﬂﬁlg ht!} LR R O R I R TR I O B R ] hﬂ
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12. Housing (contd.)

13.

b

1. Inspoction of dwelling houses during the year (ecntd.)

(2) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so dangercus
or injuricus to health as to be unfit for human habitation ..c.ceese &

(3) Murber of dwelling houses (exclusive of these referred to

under the preceding sub heading) found not to be in all
regpects reasonably fit for human habitation ....evsesssrcsnssnnes 27

2, Remedy of defects without service of formal notices

Mumber of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in consequence
of informed actlion by Local Mathority or its of Picers ssssssssssssssssss 16

S« Action under Statutory Powers

(a) Proceedings under Secticns 9,10 and 16 of the Housing Act, 1936

(1) Munber of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were
BEml‘l I"ﬂﬂl.lil‘."il‘lg I'E]Fﬁil"ﬂ LER R AR R R RS SR RN R RS R REE NN N .'lﬂ.l

(2) Proceedings under Secticn 11 and 12 of the Housing dAct 1936

Mumber of dwelling hcuses in respect of which Time and
Flace Notices were gerved under Sectlon 11 .cesssrssnnasnsnssune 2

Murber of dwelling houses closed as & result of action

B.hﬂ'l.fﬂ L R N I R R L R R R R A E R IR R A NN NN E NN, 1

Munber of dwelling houges in reapect of which Time and
Flace Noticeas were served undsr Seotion 12 cicessssssssssomannass

Mumber of dwelling houses closed as a result of acticn

BUOVE  samsraosom s 40 ssamannsnsesshaessssnsiensssssssssnssndsss 1

Mucber of dwelling houses closed as a result of
iﬂfﬂl‘m@l ﬂﬂtiﬂﬂ bt UL R R R A R R AR RSN R A E R AR RS LN AR RSN R F 1

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts

(1) Mumber of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied civevevesscssnnssse 3

(2) Mumber of dwelling hcuses in which defects were remedied
aftor service of formal notices

ag Bymarﬂ FFadida i addisRdaddrsasisdinndnsesndnnsisnddnrasnnam 2
b By Local .@J.ltl'lﬂl‘it:ll' in default of oWners ssssssssssssssisnns DAL

Public Cleansing

The refuse collection iz under the contrcl of the Surveyor and is disposed of
by means of contrclled tipping.

Public Comveniences

The responsibility for the cleaning and mainterance of the Public Conveniences
was taken over by the Public Health Department on 1st April, 1952. Our experience
to date shows that there is nced for extra accommodation at the Ham, partioularly
on the ladies' side to deal with the heavy coach traffic during the peak summer
period. At the premises on the Three Cornered Plot it was found that the conditions
were far from satisfactory, there being insufficient accommodation for both sexes
to deal with the bus traffic and from the western end of the beach.

The Ceuncil have applied for locan sanction to axternd and modernise both these
conveniencog.
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SIDMOUTH URBAN DISTRICT COUMCIL

SANITARY INSPRCTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT, 1952
TAELE 1

General Lnépantimg._

The following table represents the summary of wisits, inspections, interviews,
etcs by the two Sanitary Officers during the year 1952,

GENERAL SANITATION.

Neos of

“’at&r MPPH E LA BE B IR BN B B B BB R A R I RN R RO R O ) !}2
I)mimgﬂ LR R A R R R RN R N TR ] Hh—
Publie Comveni ences R T T TN ] ﬂ11
Bewer and River Sampling esesssssnnssecas 132
Kovable aﬂ'ﬂllingﬂ- BN B A BB R R R R R R 56
Fﬂ.ﬂtm‘ies W R R AR RN R R R RS RS 25
Accumilations and DEPD.E.i‘kE PEE s s B R R R R EE
Refuge collection and refuse £1p cccsssnsas 33
Pﬂﬂt-ﬂ g R EPEE SRR R AR EEE R EREE R M
Rodent Conkrol ..ssssassssimnssnsssnspsssds A0
Rivars and streoms cesssscsssnssnsssssassn 17
mlmlﬂ mmerlbf kEPt Bk A EREE A R RE R 1'6
m‘kea‘mtmm L A A EEEREBEENEREEERESERERERENLERREN] T
Rag Flock Act sessevsvavnsrsassnsnnnnnnnns L
IO TNl ENEIE " i 0 8 N L e A L Ak 1L
Bxploadves .ssssssussaassrsssasnssssnnnnns I
Intorviews and appointments .cossnsssnssass 525

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

miriﬂﬂ i'l'l'ﬂaaﬂ Df IiDl L0 BRI B B R B A 61-
" " " ®* pther disesnges sessss T
Visits re disinfection & disinfestation ... &7

FOOD PREMISES.
Fﬂ‘ﬂdﬁnhopﬂ and regtaurants sessssevssannens 202
Ice c:‘mm m‘mea AR E R EEFERE R R R R EG
B&kﬁhmﬂeﬂ- R R E R E R R e R R 15‘
Bﬂiriﬁ! &Iﬂ Jﬂlk Bh@ﬂ #FEFFE R AR R R 12
Ela-ughterhulﬂeﬂ I F TR R R R R R I Y B
Other food premises and plg slaughter .... 21

HOUSING.

For most of the year, that is until the end of September, the Chief Sanitary
Inspector was acting as Housing Officer, responaible for vieits to persons who were
applicants for Ccunecil houses. Many of the miscellanecus housing visits and
interviess were cormected with this work.

Visits under Public Health and Housing Acts 176
"  re dirty or verminous premises ..... )
Hiﬂ-ﬁ&ll&mmﬂ hﬂ.‘lﬂiﬁg "J"iﬂitﬂ FRREF R R R 255

TABLE IT

Corplainta recedvwed ccicasseniesinsnnsnnes 53
mis&meﬂ ﬂ.h&tgd ®EFEEFEEE R R RDFD R R II-B

Notices Served

Intimation notloes sesesasscinsvanssnanres 22
Et&mt(’r}' HOt—i’GES EEWE& [E RN EERERERENENENEEREE NN 5
Statutory Notices complied with sesessssses i

8.









