[Report 1900] / Medical Officer of Health, Salop / Shropshire County
Council.

Contributors
Shropshire (England). County Council.

Publication/Creation
1900

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zjwegmwc

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

County Cowncil of Shropshive.

REPORT

BY THE

COUNTY MEDICAL OFFIGER OF HEALTH

ON THE

VITAL STATISTIGCS AND SANITARY CONDITION
OF SHROPSHIRE

DURING THE YEAR 1900,

INCLUDING A

SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE DISTRIDf MEDICAL
OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

CHARLES PORTER, M.D.,

BCk, MRCS., DPH Camb., Barrister
al-Law, and a Vice- Presrdent of the Society
of Medical Officers of Healll.

SHREWSBURY, i

fudv, rgor.



=}

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SANITARY COMMITTEE,
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL,

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my First Annual Report on the Vital Statistics and Sanitary
Condition of your County (Part 1.), together with an Abstract of the Resports of the District
Medical Officers of Health (Part I1.)

The recent Census returns show the population to be 239,297. equal to an increase
of 1 per cent. during 18g1-1901, against a decrease ol 42 per cent: i 1831-18971.

The Marriage-rate was 14°4 against 1603 for England. The number of *illiterates”
(7.e. who sign the register by mark) is comparatively high, especially amongst men.

The Birth-rate of the County, like that of England and Wales, was the lowest on record.
This matter 1s referred to at p. 8.

The General Death-rate per 1ooo was 1674, which is very satisfactory. Many deaths
were at a great age, one in Cleobury Mortimer being al 102.

The Rate of Infant Mortality per 1ooo births was very low for the County generally
(10g), but much too high in some individual districts. Maternal ignorance as to the Feeding and
Care of Infants has no doubt much to do with this. With a falling national birth rate the preservation
of infant life becomes a matter of serious importance, and it is much to be desired that instruction in
infant hygiene should be regularly imparted to the elder girls in elementary schools throughout the
Kingdom.

Amongst Special Causes of Death, Influenza bulks very largely and. with the exception
of Hereford, Shropshire is harder hit by this disease than any other county. The Supposed
Increase of, and Conditions favoring Cancer are considered at p 12, Particulars of an interesting
outbreak of Waterborne Typhoid at Ironbridge are given at p. 14.

The existing provision in respect of hospital accommodation, disinfection, and bacteriological
diagnosis are outlined at p. 16—17.

The Statistical Tables follow as far as practicable the new forms suggested by the Local
Government Board, and though the labour entailed is considerable, the results will, after a series of
years, be very valuable.

The progress made i regard to Water Supplies is recorded at p. 18, and the condition of
affairs as regards Sewage Disposal and Rivers Pollution, which will doubtless before long engage
vour serious attention, is also summarized (p. 19—z20.)

The Prevention of Tuberculosis in Mileh Cows is treated of at p. 22, If County
Councils are to have anv useful direct sanitary functions, it is surely time that they were empowered
to assist District Councils in this matter, to bring about concerted action, and to act executively
themselves, as in regard to Rivers Pollution.

At p. 24 is set out the result of correspondence with the Local Government Board as to
what constitutes a ‘special report’ by a Medical Officer of Health.

I have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN,
Your obedient servant,
CHARLES PORTER
County HeartH OFFICE,

Talbot Chambers,
SHREWSRURY

i _).I‘ru,{l'l ,.fvafr
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PART 1.

THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY.
AREA AND POPULATION.

The Administrative County has an area of 859,516, and includes 6 municipal boroughs,
8 urban, and 17 rural sanitary districts. During the year the Wem urban district ‘'was formed,
and 18 ]rr-‘lf'llli.‘ﬁ"j.' the urban part of the former rural district.

Table 1.

Area in ]!ZTIII;:;E:Zt P L lll't:",# Persons | Acres

Wi LR IRE K ¥ |r[;|||;L 10T, a W L

a7 1900. | 1901 per Acre. | b Person,

—_— — = (= e - !__—_

Muxicipal BoroucHs i 33,108 65,0649 65,820 198 0-50
Oruer UrsaN LMsTRICTS ... 15,269 37,633 | 38,010 2:48 (0-40
Rurar IMsTRICTS ... .| 811,139 137,974 135, 467 016 ' 091
ApyixisTRaTIVE Cousty ... 859,516 240,67 239 297 359 (127

CENSUS RETURNS, 1go1.
The following Tables have been prepared from the recently issued Preliminary Census
Report, 1901 :—

Table 2,

Inhabited Houses, Population, {:U"FE"
Pereentage| ponding
SHROPSHIRE. Acreage, . Lucrease. | Percentage
) ' . 1#91-1901) Deecrease
1891, 1901, 1501, !
L R i 1881-1891.

'."nu;iunt-uanzﬂgm-}! 859,516 49 681 51 484 236 3349 239,321 13 : i

phical County ... | }
TAdministrative 1| g59516 49,801 | 51487 236,827 | 239,297 10 49
County jr| '

[
Hiegistration  or ]| 958,667 | 03,886 | 55790 256,044 | 259,093 1= —
Union County... |

N it Hgnul‘u}lhiﬂﬂl County ' means the old historical arvea which 1= ardinarily designated by the word * Connty.
f * Administeative Connty’ differs from *geographical * 1n that certain urban areas, which lie partly in one ancient
County and partly in another, are, for Ji.l:i'lll'lll'lhlrlll'.l'.'l.' purposes, Ilu'hlnlw:l in that County which contains _Iln'
|-|_”_:t..-' |}ﬂﬂ-il-r|]'r In the case of H]-u'up.-zllu'v the Administrative L-lnllr_'.' 12 co-extensive with the .".l..l:“:rrlp}].{"“l

Connty, 2
' Registration or Union County ' is an aggregate of registration district= or Poor-law Unions,



b
The pupul‘l won of Hhrnp-.hlh, in 1go1 is therefore shightly greater than that in 1891, and lhnn 1h

this increase is only 1 per cent., it is more satisfactory than the decrease of 4.2 per cent. experienced
in the decennium 1881-1891.

Table 3.

Census RETURNS ForR URpBAN 1ISTRICTS.

Increase or decrease
[nhabited Houszs, | Population enumerated. | of population between
i ! 1891 and 1901.
- | |
Urnax Districr. |

1891. | 1901. 1891. 1901. | Increase. Decrease.
Bishop’s Castle ... | 361 | 353 1 HEE 1378 o 2015
Bridgnorth i T el 1299 5865 | 6049 184 =
Chureh Stretton ... 131 147 ii0 816 46 —
Dawley ...  «: | it 1523 1633 | 6996 7522 526 =
Ellesmere R ST 42¢ 1830 | 1945 15 )
I.Hl“ﬂ“' =i | 1:}5'9 I 587 | 4"“-1” 4552 | g) el
Newport .. 714 | 20 | 3403 ‘ 3241 | 162
Oakengates : w2117 | 21Y% | 10680 10837 | a7 ==
Ozwestry ... 1778 | 2084 8496 | 9579 1023 -

Shrewsbury o STHITI] 6092 264967 I 28396 | 1429 | = #iL
Wellington A e L TR S L 5909 | 6278 | 364 S<
Wem ot 406 | 455 1878 | 2157 279 =
Wenlock ... .| 3447 | 8568 15703 | 15866 | 163 S
Whitchurech ... .| 1006 | 1129 o 4930 5219 | 289 —
Urban Shropshire ...  ..| 20033 | 22396 | 99473 103830 4727 | 870

From these returns it appears that, ]'If_}twllthﬁtﬁ!]ding a falling-off in Bishop’s Castle and
Newport, the urban population has increased by 4,357, equal to 41 per cent. ; this increase being
greatest in Oswestry and Dawley. The number of inhabited houses is also greater by 1,463. equal
to 6'g per cent, the number of persons per house in 1gor being 46, against 4'7 in 1891



i

Table 4.

CeEnsus BeETurns ror THE Ruerar [MSTRICTS.

\ f neéreass or 115‘.(:1‘1’.‘&8&
Inhabited houses, Population enumerated, | of population between
Heral. Distrier, 1891 and 1900,
1891 1901 184] 1901 Inerease, Decrease,
Atcham 4264 4331 21,144 20899 s 245
Bridunorth 1934 1886 9185 8573 4 612
Burford i 2T 263 1361 1233 128
Chirbury _ =99 812 4084 3539 ; 545
Church Stretton 1019 1005 463 | 4477 5 154
Cleobury Mortimer 1251 1292 5911 6720 209 :
Clun : 1525 1903 7459 6823 - 636
Ellesmere ; 1649 1658 8119 7906 in 213
Ludlow 2943 2388 1865 11415 b2
Market Drayton . 2613 2655 11969 11708 = 261
Newport ; 1302 1294 G327 6101 296
(lswestry 3213 3227 15107 14727 s 380
*Shifnal 1923 1918 9120 8844 = 276
Teme o E fut 491 15710 . 1846 44
Wellington ... o 2371 2503 10780 11773 993
Wem 180 ] 1834 B241 8265 24
Whitchureh ... 423 424 2031 1924 o 107
Rural Shropshire ... o] 29,054 29 384 138,202 | 136,773 2,378 3,807

This table shows that whilst there has been a marked increase in Cleobury Mortimer,
Wellington, and Ludlow, the population of Awra/ Shropshire generally is less by 1429 persons,
cqual to 1 per cent. decrease on the Census of 1891. There has been a slight increase 1330) in
the number of inhabited houses, but not sufficient to alter the 1891 rate of 47 persons pet
house.

The increase in Cleobury Mortimer 1s probably due to the mining operations which have
been undertaken at Highley : in Ludlow a considerable number of persons are temporarily
cmployed in connection with the  Birmingham Waterworks, and in Wellington Rural large tram-
car works have been opened at Hadley.

From a consideration of the Census Returns for the counties generally it is clear that
statements as to rural exodus have been exaggerated. The number of counties with declining
i!'lEllhiL'I(JIlH is relatively few, the extent of the dechne is comparatively small, and in many of
these instances, furthermore, neighbouring county boronghs show great increases. It is thought by
many that in the next ten years the rural exodus will probably, to a large extent, have ceased.
"."nlihuugh the number r:ngzu_g::d in agriculture cannot be expected to increase, as means of
“communication continue to improve, the number of ‘gardeners,” as well as of a higher class of
“rural residents, will undoubtedly increase.’



MARRIAGES.
According to the Registrar General's Quarterly Reports, there were 1,757 marriages in the
Registration County in 1goo, equal to a rate ol 144 per 1,000 pPErsons living, as against 16'03
tor England.

The only figures available for individual districts are in regard to Ludlow borough and Market
Drayton, where the rates were respectively 23°7 and 12°4 per 1,000 persons living,

The following is excerpted from the Registrar General's Report for 1899 —

Ix 1,000 MARRIAGES.
Fersons Under 21 years ] Signed by Mark., 3
Married in i ' g
{{1] = 3 [
]}r;:,fl:}, Average of | Average of “
3 10 years, 1809, 10 years. || 1899.
1589-95. 1389-98.
lﬂ ' e —— R .I | —
years Wo- Wo- Wo- || Wao-
| 1889.{ 1899 | Men. | men. | Men. | men | Men. men. | Men. | men. | Both.
— - gg‘ Il-.— e m——— - ' S—
A - o | SR | e
|
Shropshire .. 13'4! 146 27 | 117 | as. | 103 ih | 58 41 35 11
(Registration County) I .
. , , _ . |
England and Wales ... | 104k | 165 a6 . 1582 i b0 | 165 ol | ho a4 34 9
| |

The number of both men and women who marry under age in Shropshire is very much less than
in the country generally ; but the number of both male and female illiterates (£.2, who sign the register
by mark) is higher. In most of the northern counties, and in Wales, illiterate females out-number
illiterate males, but the reverse is the case in Shropshire. and in nearly all the southern counties.

BIRTHS.

6,502 births were registered in 1900, representing a rate of 27'o per 1,000 persons living.  In the
Urban districts of the County the rate was 27°6, and in the Rural 26°5.

Births to 1000 [Mesitimate Biths to Males Born to
' Livine, 1000 Births. 1000 Females Born,

Ten ¥ewrs Tan 15,-9"1_5 Toii Years | :
| 1889-08. | 00 1889-98. | 1899 188998, | 1899

Shropshire ... | 276 27-0 73 65 1034 1009
|

Fugland and Wales 303 289 49 40 1036 I 1039

* In Registration County.



8 RBirths.
Amongst the Urban districts, the birth-rate was highest in Dawley (35 o), Oakengates (34°9), and
Ludlow (31'3), and lowest in Bridgnorth (23'8), Newport (236), and Church Stretton (16°2).

~ In the Rural districts, Wellington with the very high rate of 492 was followed by Teme with 297,
whilst Chirbury and Whitchurch (22°5) and Church Stretton (20°3) were the lowest.

T'he high proportion of illegitimate births in Shropshire was ascribed by the late Dr. Thursfield
to influences rather of a climatic and industrial than personal nature, the result of which is that
an exceptional proportion of the young women of the county are employed in large towns at a
distance from home, and altogether away from maternal supervision.

T'he persistent fall in the birth-rate noted in Shropshire obtains throughout the country at large,
and it has been shewn that the lowering of the death-rate 1s not keeping pace with that of the birth-
rate, and hence the balance of increase of the population is likely to become less  In reference to
this matter the British Medical Journal of June 29th, 1go1, remarks that . . . the chief means by
“ which the great lowering of the birth-rate in most civilized countries has been brought about has
‘been brought about has been by the dissemination of instruction as to the means of artificially
‘preventing conception. . . . the reduction in the birth-rate has been much greater in Protestant
‘than in-Roman Catholic countries, though France appears to be an exception to this rule. The
*reason . . is that among the former the production of abortion and the prevention of conception
‘are alike regarded as deadly sins, the continuance of which prevents absolution from being obtained.
* That there is no essential physical reason for the decline of the birth-rate in France is shewn by the
* enormous birth-rate of the French Canadians, who remain orthodox as well as prolific.”

DEATHS.

During the year, 3963 deaths were registered, against 4103 1n 18gg, being 1518 in the Urban
against 1793 : and 2145 in the Rural Districts against 2310,

The General Death-rate for the whole County was 16°4; in the Urban Districts 17*7, and for

the Rural Districts 15'5. l'hese rates bear satisfactory comparison in the following Table with
corresponding rates for England and Wales.

:' Whole ot Small Urban Districts. I Eural Districts.

PERIOD. I England

England | ‘ England
| Shropshire. anid Shropshire, ! anil I: Shropshire. and
Wales, | Wales, l Wales.
|
Sy Il P — e —
1900, | 164 g3 | 177 | 181+ | 150 | 17
pt | = 1S G II = ==
Average of 10 1 _ | | ;
yvears, 1890 to 1899. 17:09 18-3%4 o - | — 16:7%%

|
|

|

Ii.'s Itept for 4th Quarter, 1900,
Hocite An. Bpt 1899, Table'29
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) Ages at
Death.

Ages at Death. 714 infants died during the first year of life, and 1547 deaths ocecurred
amongst persons of ﬁs years and U]:W:lfdﬁ. h'ill'l}' of the latter attained a greal age ; for EKEI.I'I'I[J'!U,
in the Cleobury Mortimer District, out of a total of 1o3 deaths, 12 were at the age of 8¢, and
1 at 102, In Ellesmere (R) 25 out of 129 were at ages over 8o. The following j5 the per-
centage of deaths in each of the official age-periods as compared with the total number of deaths.

E Unider | I and B aml 15 and 25 I G5 s
I ] | undder & under 15. under 25. under 65, ulm‘:u‘rlﬁ.
— : e - |

Whole County. | 18%, 6:9°/, 7 s 4 0% [a 29:2c/, ‘ 39-0°/.
1

Urban Distiicts, I 18:5% 89°/, 2eHRT 4:0°/ 208%fo ! 36:0°/,
I 1

Rural Distriets. | 17.5% o 5 3°, 2:8%/, 38907, 28:7°f, ‘| 41
| |

It is thus seen that in the Rural as compared with the Urban Districts, fewer infants and more
aged people die, as is to be expected.

Amongst the Rural Districts, the death-rate was highest in Market Drayton (18:6) and Clun
(182, and lowest in Bridgnorth {r2'7) and Whitchurch ‘12'6). Of the Urban Districts, Ludlow had
the highest death-rate (21°3) and Wem the lowest (10°4).

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The proportion of deaths of infants under 1 year of age to registered births was 109 per 1,000 for
the whole County, and 118 and 10z for the Urban and Rural Districts respectively, as compared with
135 for Rural England and Wales, These figures are of course very satisfactory, but there are certain
Rural Districts in which the mortality from this cause is still strangely too high. Chirbury heads the
list with a rate of 184, followed by Market Drayton with 170, Ellesmere and Whitchurch with 146,
and 'l‘cmlu with 143. Amongst the Urban Districts, Shrewsbury with 157 and Oakengates with 135
are the highest, none of the others exceeding 119.

On this s'.uhject Dr. Hatfield, M. O.H., (_:hirbur}'r writes : —* I have gone into this matter
* thoroughly, and excluding the deaths of those infants who died within 7 days of births, three fourths
“of the remainder were those of chiidren who had been artificially fed, and 1 am convinced that
“improper feeding has contributed in no small degree to the very much increased death-rate ”

. Dr. Macqueen (Market Drayton) states that the infant mortality is the highest for many years, and
15 partly accounted for by 11 premature births.  But if these be excluded, the rate is still 131, which is
much above the average for the County.

s AES D’T' W inFuker {D“k‘-‘”g’ltfﬁl_ observes that the infant mortality rate leaves much to be desired.

' Ten infants succumbed to Diarrheea, and several others dicd from faulty nutriton Put in other
L] ¥ i " =5 1 = . = & o
words, a good many children dic each year from want of proper care, owing, 1 believe in MOst cases,

to ignorance of the common rules for the proper feeding and management of infants.”



10 Infant
Mortality.

Your medical officer of health whilst at Stockport devoted particular attention to the question
of infant mortality, which there reached the very high average figure of 214 per 1,000 births, and
constituted over 30 ©/ of the total mortality, against 18'¢ ¢/, in Shropshire. Simple directions for
the Feeding and Management of Infants were drawn up by him and widely circulated throughout the
Borough ; and with che co-operation of the education authorities and school teachers, arrangements
were made for the practical instruction in these matters of the elder girls m the Elementary Schools.
The Corporation offered a grant of 7s. 6d. for prizes to each scliool taking the subject up, and also
appointed a E:U“mli: health visitor who imparts verbal instruction in the homes of the poor, and
occasionally visits each school to supplement the teachers’ efforts Ly a practical demonstration in
food-preparation, &, The whole scheme is working smoothly and successfully in Stockport, and there
is little doubt will eventually bring about a lowering of the infant mortality, if anything can do so.

Your medical officer of health has ventured to bring this matter verbally to vour notice during the
past year and to suggest the adoption, if possible, of similar measures, but the difficulties in the way
are considerable, as, amongst the scattered teachers of a large county, it is not easy to arouse interest
in the question, and at present the County Council have no direct concern with, or power to spend
money on elementary education, though possibly the next Session of Parliament may see this disability
removed. With the falling birthrate already alluded to, the unnecessary loss of infant life becomes
a matter of pational moment, and for this reason it is very desirable that the Education Department
should be induced if possible to include the subject of Infant Feeding and Management in the regular
course of instruction for elder girl pupils.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

Zymoric orR SPECIFIC FEBRILE DISEASES.

I'he deaths ascribed to this class of disease, including 211 from Influenza, numbered 437, cor-
responding to a rate of 1 8 per 1000, against 2°6 for England and Wales during 1889g-98. From the
** Seven Chief Zymotics ™ (smallpox, measles, scarlet fever, whooping cough, diphtheria, fever, and
diarrhaea) there were 141 deaths, the rates being as set out in the following Table : —

]
; : - [Seven G'Iit‘f' Scarlet . = 5 Whooping| .
SHROPSHIRE. ! Zymotics, Measles, Focih Diphtheria| Fever. {.::m:{i:f]" Diarrhees.
— - | m— — 1 . — - | —
Uthan g 1:371 | 05l 0-009 011 0-09 0-18 ' 044
Rural ... % 053 | 008 (05 007 008 0-07 015
Whele Coanty 0-89 ‘ (27 003 009 0-09 012 098
— L —— - __'--._r - — - !.-.-_ —
Excraxp asp WaLEs 157 0-32 oo O0l6 024 02 | 048
less 100 Towne. ! !

Aniongst the individual Urban Districts, the highest rates were in Ludlow (2'9), Wenlock [245),
and Wem (2727), and the lowest in [}H".'n'cnlht‘}' {o'7), and Brlrlgm-rthl (o'6). 1In the Rural Iistricts, the
highest rate was in Whitchurch (1-87), whilst in Burford and Chirbury there were no deaths under

this heading.

Disrrpceal. [MISEASES.

68 deaths from Diarrhcea occurred during the year, of which 46 were in Urban and 22 in
Rural Districls.
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11 Diarrhioeal
Diseases.

35 deaths were registered from ‘ Enteritis,” and of these, 20 were amongst infants under 1
year of age

The Registrar General remarks that “a large share of the infant deaths rercrred o enteritis,
should undoubtedly be considered as * Epidemic Diarrheea,” and the fact that the age-incidence
closely corresponds with that of Diarrhcea supports this view.” In recent years much confusion
has arisen from the growing use of unauthorized terms, such as ° gastro-enteritis,” “ muco-enteritis,
and ‘gastric catarrh,’ as synonyms for * Epidemic Diarrhea’ The College ol Physicians bhas
accordingly considered the matter, and has authorized the use of * epidemic enteritis or ¢ zymotic
enteritis* as a synonym for Epidemic Iiarrhcea, and has urged upon practitioners the disuse of
the terms above referred to.

A circular to this effect was sent during the year by your Medical Officer to each practitivner
in the County.

‘ TusercuLosis’ caused 338 deaths, or about 8'5 per cent of the deaths from all causes, as
compared with 1o'4 per cent for England and Wales in 1889-98

‘PurMonary PuTHISIS' oR ‘CoONSUMPTION ' was responsible for 238 deaths, equal to a rate
©'g per 1000, as compared with 1°4 for England and Wales in the 1o years, 1889-98. In Ellesmere
Urban the rate was 2'1; in Newport Urban and Wellington Urban 1'7, and in Market Drayton
and Church Stretton 1°s.

In Market Drayton Rural District a system of Voluntary Notification of Phthisis has, on the
advice of the Medical Officer of Health, been adopted.

Without, on the present occasion, discussing the causes and prevention of Tuberculosis, it
may be stated that recent investigation has been made for the Corporation of Manchester by
Dr. Harold Coates as to *‘ The Infective Power of the Dust in Houses inhabited by Consumptive
persons.” He points out that many of these patients spit about on the floor of the room they
occupy, or spit into pocket handkerchiefs. In either case the sputum quickly dries, and either
by bemng trodden under foot, or by the friction produced when the handkerchief is used, the dried
sputum is ground into a fine dust, which becomes suspended in the atmospoere by currents of
air  Dr. Coates chose for examination dust from (a) 1o clean house, and (b) 21 dirty houses, in
all 31 of which was a consumptive who was known to spit on the floor. He also examined dust
from (c) 1o very dirty houses in which no case of tuberculosis had occurred for 3 years or more.
In Class (a) the dust from 14 houses was found to contain tubercle bacilli; in Class (b) the
bacillus was present in the dust from 5 houses, and in Class (¢) no infective dust was found. It
is evident, therefore, that the tubercle bacillus 1s only to be found in dwelling houses when there
15 a consumptive inmate who infects his surroundings by his expectorations. If his expeclorations
are disposed of in such a manner that infection of the atmosphere is prevented, there will be no
accumulation of infected dust in the house.

‘OrHER TUBERCULAR DisEasks’ were responsible for oo deaths The returns furnished do

not specily the exact form of the disease, but it is significant that 51 per cent. occurred °under

years of age’ re., during the milk-drinking period, whereas only 16 per cent. of the deaths
from Phthisis took place during this age period.

DiseasEs OF THE RESPIRATORY SvsTEM,

Exclusive of 7 deaths from croup, the various forms of respiratory disease, including bronehitis,

pncumonia, and pleurisy, were responsible for 654 deaths, or 16°2 per cent. of the mortality from all
causes, and equal a rate of 2'7 per 1,000 persons living, against 3'1 for England and Wales in 189q.



Heart DISEASES accounted for 424 deaths, equal to a rate of 17 per 1,000 living, which is
exactly the same as that for the country at large in 189g. In Market Drayton the rate was 2'6, and in
Shrewsbury 2°4.

Cancik OR MaGLiGnanT DisEasgs,

The deaths referred to this cause numbered 208, and were equal Lo a rate of o8 for the whole of
the country, and for the Urban and Rural Districts. This rate is the same as that for England and
Wales in 1899, which is the highest on record, the mail rate exceeding the decennial average by 187
per cent, and the female rate by 118 per cent.  As regards the Administrative County, no figures for
former years, or as to sex-incedence, seem to be readily available, but from the Registrar General’s
last Report, it appears that in 189y there were in the Registration County 102 deaths of males, and 107
deaths of females. The Registrar General says:—*" The statistics of 18gg confirm those of previous
years in showing that maglignant disease is much more prevalent among women than men ; but, as in
previous years, the excess is due to the unequal tendency of the disease to attack the mammary and
generative organs.” When deaths from cancerous affections of these organs is subtracted, * the
“remainder give a rate of mortality for females considerably telow the male rate.” Cancer of the
t;:cc; ]:psl. Jaws, longue, guliet, stomach, bladder, and limbs, are far more common in the male than in
the female.

The alleged increase of eaneer continues to receive considerable attention from the medical and
actuarial professions. In a recent discussion before the Institute of Actuaries, it was agreed that a
portion of the registered increase of cancer mortality was the result of more accurate diagnosis, and the
only point in dispute was whether this accounted for the entire increase. Dr. Payne was of opinion
that there was the strongest evidence that the regislered increase of cancer was real, especially of the
tongue and other digestive organs.

Statistics upon this difficult subject, unless correctly collated and cmployed, may easily lead to
erroneous conclusioris, and the proper attitude at present is one of suspended judgment.

The Birmingham Branch of the British Medical Association has recently investizated 5,000 cases
in regard to * The Influence of Locality on the Prevalence of Maglignant Disease.” The conclusions
arrived at were as follows (‘vide Briv. Med. Ji., May 18th/1go1—p. 1200) :—

1. —Certain more or less well-defined areas exist in which cancer-maortality is markedly above, and others
in which it is markedly below, the average for England and Wales.

z.—Age and sex incidence only account for a small proportion of this variation.

3-—That owing to the great difficulty of diagnosis in many cases of internal cancer, the death-rate from
cancer is probably at present underestimated.

4.—Contamination of the soil or sub-soil for long periods with decomposing organic matter is very
probably a factor in the production of a high death-rate from cancer.

5.—A damp, ill-drained. water-logged suil, of whatever geological formation, is more frequently associated
with a high cancer death-rate than is a well-drained soil.

fi.— There is abundant evidence of the existence of groups of houses in which cancer is found with marked
frequency, and some evidence which tends to show that second and third cases occur in the same
house with greater frequency than can be accounted for by mere coincidence.

7.—Caneer occurs more frequently in old than in new houses and districts.

8.—There is some evidence suggesting that cancer may possibly be transmitted from one person to another
in constant close association,

To PremMaTUurE BirTH 122 deaths were attribuied, a number equal to 18 7 per 1,000 children

horn, agains. 199 lor lhv;:"{r-aunlr}' generally in 188998 In the Rural Districts of Shropshire the rats

was 2276, but in the Urban Districts only 13'7.  The reason for this 1s not clear.
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VioLgNCE : 121 deaths resulted from *negligence or accident,” and 19 persons committed suicide, ]
equal to rates per 1,000 living of 0’5 and o'08 respectively.

UncrLassiFiep DeaTHs : 1,493 deaths or 376 per cent of the whole number are included under
the heading ° All other causes.’

PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

On rst January, 19oo, the notification of infectious disease became compulsory in every district,
under the Notificatication Act of 189g.

SMaLrpox.—In May, a commercial traveller, suffering from unrecognized smallpox, stayed a
night at a hotel in Whitchurch. Two other strangers occupied the same bedroom a day or two
after his departure. These facts were not known for three weeks, and disinfection was then care-
fully carried out. No subsequent case occurred.

VaccinaTion : statistics are furnished for a few Districts only, e.g., Shrewsbury, Wellington
Urban, Ellesmere Urban, Oakengates, Ludlow Urban, Shifnal, and Market Drayton, and these
figures are fairly satisfactory. It is, however, very desirable that the records for all the districts
in the County should be obtained and collated.

Dr. Cranstoun notes that the °‘ conscientious objector” is in evidence in Ludlow, and refers
to the recent Royal Commissioners’ finding that the evidence is overwhelming that in syphilis,
scrofula, skin disease, blood poisoning, diarrhcea and bronchitis, vaccination has no tincreased
the mortality to a substantial or even an appreciable extent.

He also quotes trom the German Report, 1898 :—* Out of , 2,630,176 vaccinations, no death
““1s reported as directly due to its performance, and only 7 or 8 deaths from erysipelas from
" contamination of the vaccine sore, and the fact that most of these cases occurred after the
““insertion of the lymph, at which date normally the vesicles have healed, points to the extreme
““ want of attention to the arms.” He cites the lollowing interesting statistics from the same source :—

In 282 German towns with a population of 15 millions there were 5 deaths from Smallpox.

»w 33 English 2 s > 11 millions i 13 4 5
w I2 L_‘-'utch - & L 14 millions , 2 o .
»w 116 French - . i 9 millions “ 57 " "

In 1898 the percentages of vaccinations to births were in Germany 8s, and in England s54.
In England, however, the percentage rose to 72 in 189g.

MEASLES.— 65 deaths were certified from this cause, corresponding to a rate of o'27 per rooo
living, against o'31 for England and Wales. 53 of these deaths were in the Urban Districts,
including 10 m Ludlow and 28 in Wenlock. The Wenlock outbreak affected Ironbridge, Madeley,
and Broseley chiefly, and was specially reported upon by Dr. Gepp on October sth, 1go0.
Schools were closed because of this disease in many parishes throughout the County, but the
mlml‘;.lt'r of cases in which such closures were reported to the County Council was cnmimtive]}r
small. _



14

ScARLET FEvErR.—This disease was widely prevalent, Ludlow Urban, Whitchurch Urban, and
Chirbury being the only districts which escaped. 627 cases came to light, including 110 in Atcham,
73 in Wenlock, 57 in Oakengates, 56 in Wellington Urban, 51 in Wellington Rural, 44 in Sl_!rewslmr}r,
and 36 in Market Drayton.  Except in respect of an outbreak at Buildwas (Atcham District) where
12 cases, with 3 deaths, occurred in 4 houses, the disease was of a very mild type and was largely
spread by slight and unrecognized cases. 8 deaths occurred in the Rural Districts and 1 in
Oakengates, the case-mortality therefore being only 1°4 per cent. ; the deathrate per rooo living was
o'03 against o'1 for Rural England and Wales.

ExTERIC OR TyYPHOID.

126 cases of this disease arose, and of these 22 ended fatally, equal to a case-mortality of
17.5. and a death-rate per 1000 persons living in the County of o'0g as against 0’16 for England
and Wales, less the 100 Large Towns 34 cases and 4 deaths were reported in Shrewsbury ;
24 cases and 2 deaths in Oakengates; 19 cases and 2 deaths in Wenlock, and 7 non-fatal cases
in Ludlow, the case-mortality for the Urban districts being 11°1 per cent. Amongst the Rural
districts, there were 14 cases and 2z deaths in Clun, 7 cases and 2z deaths in Atcham, 3 fatal
cases in Ludlow, and 1 fatal case in each of 4 other Districts, the Rural case-mortality working
out al 33°3 per cent. This may in part, perhaps, be due to greater difficulty 10 obtaining medical
attendance and suitable nursing in County districts.

The outbreaks at Ironbridge, Oakengates, and Clun merit special mention -~

Ironbridge.—Dr. Gepp writes : ~Twelve cases in seven houses in one yard **formed a
“ definite connected outbreak due to the drinking of polluted water, analysis showing that the
“water was liable to sewage pollution, and investigation in connection with the outbreak giving a
“very clear and probable history of specific contamination of the water with sewage matter, from
“a house where one or more cases of mild enteric fever had occurred in an obscure and
“unrecognized form. The yard in question is sitwated close by the Severn at the upper end of
“ Ironbridge, and comprises cleven houses with a small court-yard in common. A pump over a
“shallow well in the yard supplied water which was commonly drunk, though good spring water
“is to be had from a public stand pipe within 100 yards. In May a case of Enteric Fever
“gccurred in a river-side house below Ironbridge, and about a mile from the yard in question.
“The cause here appeared to be the drinking of Severn water, polluted with the sewage of Iron-
“bridge and other places above. A family of relatives, living in the yard in question, frequently
“ yvisited this infected house and bhad food there. Two members of this second family were ill
“ with Diarthcea about the beginning of June, and were laid up at their home in the yard.
*These were no doubt cases of mild unrecognized Enteric. The slop water from the house and,
“as appears probable, the excremental matter from these patients, were thrown down a gulley close
“to the pump. The gulley and the drain from it were defective, and soakage or leakage into the
“well no doubt took place, Cases, at first obscure and afterwards definite Enteric, then followed
“rapidly in the yard from the middle of June to the end of the first week in July. Then owing
“to the cases being noiified and preventive precautions taken, the outbreak was rapidily controlled.

“Or .@even houses in the yard, seven were infected, and of some 38 occupauts twelve were
“taken w‘ﬁh the disease, and two died.”

In

engates, 18 out of the 24 cases reported Were closely associated with specifically
infect

yies, middens, or ground adjacent thereto.
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At Chapel Lawn in the Clun Rural District, 7 cases and 2 deaths occurred in a f

family of 11 persons. The source of infection was not traced, but brook water liable to
was used for dairy and other purposes. One of the two cases which oc-::ur_red in Cﬁ} )
was in a house in which there have been previous outbreaks on three occasions in th
years. The drainage of the house was entirely and satisfactorily remodeled. No
attached to the milk or water supplies, and ‘“the recurrence of outbreaks suggests a
of infection either in, under, or around the house.” Both the Clun cases were tre
Cotlage hospital, the sewage of which passes into a brook on which, about a mile lowe Wn, 15
is Hurst Mill, and in an isolated house here where the brook-water is used for dairy

— —

purposes, a single case of typhoid occurred in August.
The importance of systematic disinfection of the urine in all cases of typhoid

great, as the typhoid bacilli are excreted in large numbers in the urine in the later st
disease, and olten after weeks of apparent convalescence.

IMPHTHERITIC DISEASE.

129 cases of diphtheria with 22 deaths and g of membianous croup with 7 deaths were
the death-rate per 1,000 living being o'og, against o'z4 for England and Wales less the 1eefOWns.
Thirty-five cases occurred in Shrewsbury, 24 in Oswestry Rural, 11 in Market Drayton, and! e In
Wenlock. 1 3

attributed to the dwelling being **a typically damp house, owing to its situation and const
* porous lmestone.”

|
- 1
PuerrErAaL FEVER. }

11 cases with 6 deaths occurred during the year, and * other diseases and accidents of
were responsible for 27 deaths. Taken together these deaths were in the proportion of 5'0 pé
births, against 47 during 1895—gg in England and Wales. y

During the year, the County Medical Officer sent to each practitioner in Shropshire a s!&
the views of the College of Physicians and of the Obstetrical Society, as to what conditions she
notified as Puerperal Fever. (See Appendix A.) 3

INFLUENZA.

In preparing the County statistics your Medical Officer of Health has been impress
nomber of desths from this cause, viz. 211, which is only 4 short of the combined deatl
to measles, scarlet fever, whooping cough, diphtheria, enteric and diarrhcea. The County '
rate was o8 per 1ooo living, against o 39 for England and Wales during the 10 years, &8
From the Registrar General's Report it appears that in 18¢g, amongst the counties of B
Shropshire with o'7 per 1coo was only second to Hereford with o85. It is hard to
any reason for this unfortunate pre-eminence.

The excess is distinctly in the Rural Districts, the rate for which is 1'62, Teme b
Church Stretton 2°3, Atcham 1°4, and Wem 1°3.

In the Urban Districts the rate is 0'6, Wem and Wenlock with o'g being the highest.
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Inflnenzs.

arked by Dr. Hatfield it is very improbable that the deaths registered as due to influenza

'true extent of the disabling and fatal mischief wrought by it, as it undoubtedly aggravates
ates many other diseases, and leaves many sufferers in a more or less permanently
dition.

ppendix B, is included a cautionary notice for use in times of influenza prevalence, which is
[l ® ]
L an official memorandum of the Loecal Government Board.

BACTERIAL DIAGNOSIS OF INFECTIQUS DISEASE.

f your arrangement with Mason College, Birmingham, 116 examinations of disease-products

were i uring the year. Details are appended :—

Supposed Phthisis, Supposed Diphtheria.
’ ,-:_'i. of
gtv00 Pogitive | Negative Positive Negative
Result. i Result. Result, Result.
[o=2
5 |
8 7 3 I 3
1 .f 1 6 | 8
3 I f 8 ' 8
2 | 10 15 ' 17
; |
1900 14 34 32 36
18 68

i July, 1900, I reported to you that your arrangements were not entirely satisfactory and
to revise them. No provision was made for the examination of the blood from infected
phoid (Wida''s reaction) and the method of distributing outfits was ineffective and trouble-
iey were filtered from Birmingham through the County Health Officer to the District Health
d then, by post or through the sanitary inspectors or druggists, to the medical practitioners,
ad not outfits by them when they most wanted them. A fresh agreement was accordingly
with Birminghain University for the cxamination of the products of suspected
yphoid, Tubzreulosis, Plague, Cholera, and Anthrax ; the estimation and identification of
water, examination of milk for Tubercle and Typhoid bacilli and of the brain of animals
ce of Rabies. The terms are as follows :—

a County pays the University a minimum annual fee of Fifty Gnineas.

5

_All examinations made for the County are charged against them at fiwo-t/hfrds of the prices
shewn in the published list of the College.

@ Should the cost of examinations for any twelve months, charged on the above reduced
'scale, amount to more than Fifty Guineas, such excess to be charged to the County.

“~The College to provide the requisite apparatus for the transmission of specimens other than
. those of milk and water.
£ [p.T.0.

ok

L SN T ——

— S —
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Bacterial
Dingnosia.

}

'rhig‘ in |.'ITﬂCt.!Cl'f.. has i}Eul] I]I{)diﬁl;'d, as it was fl'.ll-lll'ld adwvisable for the [:r)UI'I[}' ﬂﬂﬂﬂcﬂ Lo EUPHIT
‘each of the practitioners in the County (some 128) ~I.wth a set of _th.-L.L. outfits, viz. ¢ for diphtheria,
1 for typhoid, and 1 for phthisis ; and Professor Leith has very kindly agreed that op receipt of- each
putfit containing material for examination, a ** replacing outfit ” shall be sent by retyrn of post from the

boratory to the practitioner concerned, to be followed, as hitherto, by a wire jf the result of the
examination be positive, and by a postal report if negative. A duplicate Postal report in all eases 1s
‘}Epem to the Counwy M.dical Officer, postages, wires and stationery being paid for by the County
Council. The cost ol supplying *“ outfits ” 10 the medical men has heen between £8 and £9 in all,

‘and the University is responsible for their future ‘ upkeep

Considerable delay was experienced in carrying out these arrangements, but the system came into
force in May, 1ye1, has given much satisfaction to the medical men, and is working excellently, the
number of examinations having largely increased.  In one or two instances specimens from patients in
“contiguous portions of surrounding Counties were sent for examination in the Shropshire County
Council’s ** ontfits,” and a circular has accordingly been issued notifying that such examinations will be
charged to the private account of the sender.

It is probable that, before long, the aid of bacteriology will be available in the diagnosis of
carlet Fever. In the diagnosis and during the treatment of Puerperal Fever it has recently been of

rvice, bul ‘its use in this connection is hardly likely to become general,

Hosprrar, ACCOMMODATION.

Shropshire 15 very ill-equipped in this respect, and so long as the County town, in spite of the
repeated indications of its highly competent adviser, fails to rectify its sanitary shortecomings in this
‘and other respects. e.r., water supply and disinfecting, it is not surprising that many of the rural and
‘urban districts do likewise.

In Shrewsbury there is a small ** emergency ” hospital of 6 beds, but the patients’ friends have to
pay the whole heavy cost of mamntenance and nursing, and it is therefore practically useless.  In
Bridgnorth (U.) is a hospital (wooden) containing 12 beds, and Newport (U.) has one of 6 beds
Both of these have proved very useful. Wenlock has an “isolation-cottage ” for one of its wards ; and
Wellington (K.) the huspital has * been put into a good state of repair during the year.”  Wellington
{U.) and Oakengates have decided to provide a joint hospital and disinfector, and Dr. Whitaker is to
be congratulated on the success of his efforts in this connection. The urban and rural districts of
Ludlow arc both urged to build a joint hospital, and Whitchurch (U.) and some other Councils are
advised to make the minimum provision of an “isolation cottage.”

: Excellent work in regard to hospital provision has been done in recent years by the Countv
Councils of Lancashire, Derbyshire, and Stafford under the Isolation Hospitals Acty and increased
facilities will be provided when the Bill now before Parliament hecomes law.

isINFECTION

The Borough of Bridgnorth possesses a steam disinfector of local manufacture which appears to
answer its purpose. There is no other apparatus of the kind in the County. though the Borough
of Shrewsbury is giving the matter * favourable consideration.”

In Shrewsbury, Wellington (U.) and Bridgnorth (U.) appliances for disinfecting with formic
l.d,“I}'dlﬂ have been obtained, and Shrewsbury and Wellington also possess apparatus IOF Spraying with
sdisinfectants.

In many districts the pra{:ticaily useless method of sulphur fumigation is reImlI‘ngn i;? answering
Ll requirements. There is undoubtedly much need for the provision of prope’ apphances and
pproved methods. '
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Houske ACCoMMODATION,

There is much room for improvement in many Districts, but the obstacle to energetic action
!-1”"-]” l_hﬂ Hﬂl_lﬂtljg of the Working Classes Acts is the difficulty of housing displaced families, as there
is very little butlding going on. :

Two insanitary dwellings were closed in each of the following : —Chirbury, Oswestry (R), Church
Stretton (U), and Church Stretton (R). Four were condemned in Shrewsbury, 17 in Ludlow tU),
7 in Whitchurch (U), and several at Wenlock. At Highley (Cleobury Mortimer) and at Hadley
(Wellington Rural) a considerable amount of building is going on in connection with recently started
industrial undertakings. In the Newport (R) district are many dwellings of the objectionable type
known locally as * barracks.” In Shrewsbury there is a * real want of new houses in good situations
at 5s. per week " and a similar need exists in Wellington for dwellings at 3s. to 3s. 6d., and for a
better class at 4s. 6d. to ss,

The Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1g9oo, became law on 8th August last, and its
provisions were recited in the County Medical Officer’s Quarterly Report dated 13th October, igoo.

WATER SUPPLIES.

During the latter half of the year the Water-Survey of the County, commenced by Drs. Thursfield
and Reynolds, was resumed by your medical officer of health, and the District of Shifnal was carefully
reported on. A detailed inspection of the parish of Lilleshall was commenced.

Important action was also taken by the County Council in respect of a Bill promoted by a
syndicate known as the proposed E. Shropshire Water Co, which sought powers to supply water to
“the Urban Districts of Oakengates and Dawley, and the parishes of Shifnal, Stirchley, Wombridge,
Wrockwardine Wood, Lilleshall, Sheriffhales, and Wellington Rural (including the township of
Lawley).”

The Council, however, considered that the supply of a prime necessity of life ought not to be the
monopoly of a commercial company, and with a view of helping these Districts to preserve their
birthrights, instructed Messrs. Taylor, Sons, and Santo Crimp to prepare a scheme for a walter
undertaking which should be their joint property, and in addition successfully opposed the Syndicate’s
Bill in Parliament. Messrs Taylor's proposal included the sinking of wells within a circular area of
1 mile radius, having its centre near Hincks Plantation in Lilieshall parish, and the estimated cost of
supplying the Districts named was 481,000 Several of the Authorities, however, raised objection to
these proposals on the ground ol expense ; and Shifnal and Stirchley having in the meantime decided
to obtain a supply elsewhere, Messrs. “Taylor, in pursuance of Instructions, submitted a second scheme
in October, 1goo. In the latter, the proposed source of supply is as before, but by the exclusion of
Shifnal and Stirchley and certain other modifications, the estimated cost is reduced to £50,000. This
scheme is still under consideration.

The requirements ::m;_l intentions m:imiivi{lnul I istricts are fully referred to in Part 11. of this
Report, but the following summary will show that much is being done, and that much more is
required :—In ATCHAM _|m|:-.rov::munl.~a have been effected at Harley, Pontesbury Hill and Meole Brace.
In CHIREURY, Brocton is without a supply, ;1:11I Ehu |_1Irm'a_li:ntu ol goitre at Bromlow is attributed to
the drinking water. In CHURCH STRETTON (R) filtration is recommended lor the All Stretton and Little
Stretton waters, and altention 1S again directed to the dn“g"”,““-" supply of the houses on The Marsh
at Wistanston  In CLEOBURY MORTIMER a goud town service has been provided, but a proper supply
is urgently required for Highlc}'—f m;d 5 zrldﬁftl_ﬂ]fi'r:a:.;;rj' I1E Stottesden. In Cruw, the Chapel Lawn
supply has been inspected g L{?;](FHT[‘E 2 .1 u;:‘j .(: S ILI'I',I';H:'".E“": (R) the provision of a
well and wind engine at Baschuten 8 reeoRended. b LUDLOW (R) diarrhcea in the Clee Hills is
ascribed to polluted water. In NEWPORT (K) Improvements at Edgmond, Chetwynd Aston and Church
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ston are recorded, and the supplies of Tibberton and Lilleshall have been investigated and condemned.
| OswesTRY (R) are new schemes for Naptmaur and Treflach. SHIFNAL is providing for Shifnal
pwn, Kemberton and probably Stirchley, and improvements for Tong and Tong Norton are con-
implated. In WernincTon (R), Hadley, Lawley, Ketley and Rodington are very badly off. In
‘HiTcHUrcH (R), Tillstock is obtaining a satisfactory supply. More pumping power in case of accident
necessary at Bridgnorth (U). A greatly augmented provision is being made for CHURCH
rRETTON U. In Dawiriy trial borings lor a better supply are in progress. In SurewspUry the river
ater 1s no longer polluted by the Asylum sewage.

The inhabitants of SHREWSBURY with unfiltered and dangerous river-water laid on to their houses,
ive o carry their supply of drirking water from public standpipes: they possess no isolation
ospital worthy the name, and there is no steam-disinfector. [t is true that the purification of the
ver is proceeding, and that a disinfector is being thought of ; but that the present unsatisfactory
1d mediaeval system of water supply should persist and other ordinary and very essential
\quirements of sanitary equipment and modern civilization be still wanting, in face of the repeated
idications of its able health officers past and present, is, the County Medical Officer ventures to
iink, very discreditable to the sanitary authority of an important residential town of nearly
5,000 inhabitants, and an exceedingly bad example to the other districts in the County of which
is the capital. '

EwWaGE |)sposal anD Rivers PoLLuTion.

This matter is dealt with in detail in Part II. but it may here be biiefly stated that in
HRFWSBURY Lhe intercepting sewers and sewage farm are practically completed. In BrinoyortH (U)
ie Septic Tank system has been adopted and installed, but improper deposits on the river bank require
gorous prevention.  In OswesTry (U) the bacterial beds are a great success New Sewerage
chemes are in actual progress in SHIFNAL town and Luprow (U):; Neweort (U). CHURCH
rRETTON (U) and Hadley (WeLLingTon R.) have adopted schemes. QakencaTes has obtained
tpert advice and estimates, and improvements are in contemplation at BisHor's CAsTLE. WHIT-
HURCH (U) is stated to be exceptionally well provided for. The effluent from WELLINGTON (U)
*wage farm is agan stongly complained of by the Rural District. The town of CLun and the
llages of ALeriGHTON (Shifnal) and Hadnall i Ellesmere R.) require proper sewering, and in CLEOBURY
!:I:'}IR'['IMF:R the village of HiGHLEY is said to be in a dangerously disgraceful condition in this respect.
uisance f!'{1|:1 open sewers or collections of sewage is noted in DawLEY (U), BrinoxorTH R, and
RESSAGE in the Atcham District, and some improvements at EpcMonn (Newport Rural) are recorded.

|

[OVER]
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From the information contained in the District Health Officers’ Reports for 19oo, the following
table has been jrepared .

L &l 5 s } TR " - ie T
lahlt |I,-_{_"U:~.;|"']'H'j:vqh IN BEGARD TO SEWAGH PURIFICATION

[ . :
Works in Operation, | Works in course ol I, Scheme Adopted. No  provision.
construction. :
Bishop's Castle Ludlow (U.) Church Stretton (U.) | Dawley.
(Land irrigation.) Ellesmere (U.)
: Shifnal town. ' Newport (U) *Oakengates.
Bridgnorth (U.) = Much Wenlock.
(Sepfie tank.) | | ittle Drayton Ironbridge,
(Ducat filter.) | Madeley.

Oswestry (U )

Lroseley.
(Bacterial.) Ry

Albrighton

Shrewsbury ( Shifnal.)

(Precipitation ane “Cressage.
(Precipitation and land.) *H.’L{E]g-:;
Wem (U.) ’ ( Wellington R.)
(Cnly a sereening fank.) | Cleobury town.
Highley
Whitchurch (U.) ( Ceabury.)
(Efficient land freigation.) Clun own,

Wellington (R.)

(Sewage Farm.)

I'ong (Shifnal). | % Behiers nrsnaned:
Atcham (R) :—Meole
Brace, Dorrington,
Pontesbury, Minster

ley
(Lol dprigation.)

This list is not to be considered in any way complete, and the subject is one upon which
coniprehensive inquiry for the information of the County Council might with great advantage be
made in the near future, antecedent to any action under The Rivers Pollution Acts.

LXCREMENT 1)ISPOSAL AND SCAVENGING.

Shrewsbury is a watercarriage Lown, and this system exists to a considerable extent in other urban
districts and in large country h:"-'”f“""- Elsewhere l!“—' sanitary conveniences are privy vaults. Numerous
privies in Ludlow (U) and Wellington (U) require conversion to water-closets,

The ‘medich officers of |‘I-:_:."I.I]'l|'l‘hﬂ' hi'l[-m\r.-ghur?' and Ludlow Urban have recommended thef
provision of Destructors, the public tip at Ludlow being a cause of serioys A

I'he sanitary aulhority undertakes the scavenging operations in the

' : : - : following  districts :—
Shrewsbury, Madeley, Wem (U.), Oakengales, Ladlow (U.), Newport, and Shifn

al tawn.
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Seavenging

The househnlders are Tn:SlJDnEihln: for St_‘:l\r‘{-:rlging in the rural F]iHLI"L('.lH gm'n_;ralljr, and 1o the
| lowing urban communities :— Ellesmere, Dawley, Church Stretton, Bishop’s Castle, Broseley, Much
enlock, Clun, Cleobury, and MarketiDrayton. In most of the latter the sanitary authority is advised

undertake or assist in this work.

In the village of Highley (Cleobury) the present condition of affairs in this respect is disgraceful
'd very dangerous, and requires the immediate attention of the District Council.

DOD SUPPLY.

SaLE OoF Foop axp Drues Acis: the number and nature of samples taken under these Acts

= shewn in
Table 12.
SaLE oF Foop axnp Drues Aors,

The County Chief Constable has kindly furnished the following particulars as to samples taken
v analysis during the vear 1900 by the County Police. These do not include samples taken in the
vrough of Shrewshury, for which see abstract of annual report of the Health Officer for that Borough.

| .

Number | Resnlts.
of Samples
talken I;m- " =5 Remarlks.

Analysis. | Genuine. [ Adulterated.’

Nature of Article.

offee ... 6 [ 0
nger ... 4 4 0
m 5 3 2 2 Convicted.
n 1 1 0
~andy 9 6 3 2 Counvieted and 1 Cauntioned,
1. 3 Convicted, 1 Dismissed.
hiskey 12 6 6 {2 Dismiszed on Paymentof Costs,
spper 3 9 i
2 = 1 Convicted, 2 Dismissed, and
ilk 32 an 1 { 1 Cautioned.
slden Syrup 1 1 0
I'-l Convicted, 7 Dismissed, 3
ser and Stout o : 83 62 21 Withdrawn, and 7 Not
{ Proceeded Against,
ntmeal 1 1 (1]
m o - 2 a 0
Total . 162 126 36

ArseNic 1N BEER.
This matter is referred to by many of the District Health Officers, and a speeial report on
e subject was submitted to you by the County Medical Officer in January, 1901.
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At Bridgnorth a dealer was fined for exposing unsound rabbits. In Newporl (U.) an eye i
kept on the carcases from surrounding district en roufe, per rail, to Midland towns. In Oakengated
and Wellington the Medical Officer from time to time inspected the mcat exposed for salef
Many of the slaughter-houses in Shrewsbury and throughout the County are old and unfit foif
their purpose, but are fairly well kept. The provision of a public abattoir is recommended af

Shrewsbury, Wellington, Ludlow, and Whitchurch.

MiLk SupPLy,

Dr. Cranstoun (Ludlow U.) calls attention to the *disgracefully low milk standard of thi
country,” and compares as follows the official milk standards of this and other countries :—

Percentage by Weight of Solids.

Fat Non-fatty. Total Solids.
Pans ol 4'0 0’0 130
T'reasury Department, U.S.A. 3’5 9'5 13’0
Berne oy 35 g0 12°§
Canada .. 3’5 85 12’0
New York i 30 9o - 12'0
British Inland Revenue Department 2'75 85 11°25

“This (English) standard is evidently founded on the poorest quality of milks that have beer]
known to be yielded by single cows. But . . . . . almost all the milk in the market is thej
mixed product of 3 or more animals and should be above the meagre standard in question,” foi
the consumer is entitled to expect at least the average quality.

TusercuLosis I8N MiLcH Cows.

In Bridgnorth (U.) Dr. Bethel bhas had samples of milk tested for Tuberculosis, and in om
case in which purulent matter was found in the milk, veterinary examinationsshowed that the cos
“had some temporary discase of the udder.

In Ludlow Urban, Dr. Cranstoun presented a special report on August st on this subject]

Sixteen samples of milk from 17 dairies was fsui.'mﬁlrt::d for bacteriological examination to Messrsf
Moore and Priest of 4 Danes Inn, Strand, who discovered Tubercle bacilli in the milk of

different dairies. Apparently Fhe microscopic examination of the milk was the test employed
inoculation, which is more reliable, not being resorted to.

The cows in all the dairies except two in the Borough were also tested with Tuberculin
out of a total of 142 so tested, 113 are retpa;m-ql as sound, 26 as tuberculous and 1 duuhlfui
whilst in 2 cases the test was rmcnrml:lete. I'he percentage (18'4) of taberculous cows is belovl
A average, 5 the reaction 15 not confined to those with Tuberculosis of the udder.

In Shrewsbury, after rupunlud ‘re::mmnendﬂt:on::: by Dr, ““F’P: the C{.‘rrlmraticn arr:mged farl
veterinary inﬁ|m of milch cows in the %lumugh by Mr. Litt, M.R.C.V.S., who carefully examine
239 cows, and found that 3I_0I' this mhm rer (or 13 per -:em.lur the whole) presented indications
tuberculous udders, a5 he pointed out “a very high average "“.1'““'-"1‘” No certificate was issued]
under the Order, but the Inspector considered most of the cases highly suspicious, and recommende

that they should be kept under observation by a regular quarterly inspection.









herculosis
23 T:nd Milk.

As many cows are kept outside the Borough whose milk is sold and consumeq j, the Borough,
s felt that these cows should also be inspected, but the Town Council have not |,een yet able to
‘nge for this with the adjoining Rural District.

Drs. Cranstoun, Bethel, and Gepp have asked whether the County Council cappet help in this
sade against tuberculous milk ? This matter was carefully considered by you, byt difficulty lay in

fact that your veterinary inspectors, who are now paid by fee, are appointed under the
itagious Diseases (Animals) Acts, which unfortunately do not refer to tubercylosis, and that
isequently you have no direct power to pay or assist in paying for veterinary inspection for bovine
arculosis.  Your medical officer ventured to suggest that by paying a general refaines ta each of the
‘rinary surgeons in addition to their present fees, the difficulty might be got over: byt this of course
1ld involve a technical evasion of the letter of the law, which the Committee did not see their way
ipprove.  In Cheshire, work in connection with this subject has been carried out by the Technical
ruction Committee of the County Council, who set aside £250 for applying the tyberculin test to

herds of the Committees of the Agricultural and Horticultural School and the Worleston Dairy
dtute and Farm, and for experimental work generally. Very valuable information was obtained,

your medical officer is convinced that much good would result from similar work in a preventive
«ction, if some means could be devised to meet the expenditure involved.

RELiaBiLITY OF THE TuBERCULIN TEST.—During 1900, a committee of the Royal Agricultural

e

iety, consisting of Lord Brougham, Sir Nigel Kingscote, Sir George Brown, and Professor -
cFadyean, after much personal investigation, reported that the results of their own and other
=riments justify the following statements :—

1.—With few exceptions, manifest tuberculous disease is discoverable at the p.n, examinations of
animals, in which there iz a decided rise of temperature after the injection of tnbereulin,

2 —As a role no suoeh lesions are to be found in those animals in which toere is no decided rise of

temperature after the injection of tubereulin; but the exeeptions to this rule are more nuwmerons than in
the preceding case,

Fractically speaking, the exceptions under each of these heads may be regarded as failures or errors in
the test, but close examination of the eirenmstances suggests that some of the exeeptions may be explained
otherwige than by assnming an inconstancy of action on the part of tuberculin.

_ Tuberculin falls short of infallibility, inasmuch as there is in every case a period after infection during
which it provokes no reaction, and some of the experiments described in the report indieate that this period
may be longer than has hitherto been supposed.

2 Even when full account is taken of these possibilities of error, the Sub-committee are of opinion that
P'ubereulin is an agent of great value, far surpassing all other methods of diagnosis, and that, if properly
employed, it is calenlated to render immense service in dealing with Tuberculosis.

‘RIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS are referred 10 in Table 13, and in the Abstracts of Reports.

MoN LonciNG Houses exist in the Urban Districts of Shrewsbury (where they are under

rol of the Police), Shifnal, Bridgnorth, Dawley, Newport, Wem, Whitchurch, Wenlock, and Shifnal
n. (See mdwidual Reports and Table 13.)

-LLaws AND ADOPTIVE AcCTs.

These are referred to in Table 13,

Wlerws.

The Public Health Act, 1875, sec. 8o, makes it compulsory for every Sanitary Authority to
e85 IJ;-,'_E-IEH'E i regard w Common Lodging Houses, and for every Urban Authority to make
laws in regard to Slaughier-houses. The making of all other oye-laws is optional.
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24 Bivelaws, &

By.-r-fﬂﬂrx {mu fi HWE

rban Sanitar e m
Frf-—zj— chikkhs Mﬂi@-ﬂw_ m_a_.-’.'_e bye- Rural Sanifaries Authorities may make bye-
fatE fir— R = T —

-

faics Jor—
1.—Private Sca'rengingi | 2

2.—Houses to let iy qugings.

3—Hop and Fruit Pickers

4.—Tents and Vapg,

5.—Mortuaries and Cemeteries.

6.—Under Housing of the Working Classes’

1.—Private Scavenging.
2.—Houses let in Lodgings.

. 3.—Hop and Fruit Pickers.
4.—Tents and Vans.
5.—Mortuaries and Cemeteries. ’
6.—Under Housing of the Working Classes

Act.
7.—Prevention of Nuisances. | “’T‘CL
8 —New Streets and Build: 7 [With consent of the L.GB, for any
: : prings: 1o purpose that an Urban Authority can
9. —Offensive Trades. 11 make bye-laws for.
1o.—Markets and Fairs. | 12.—For flushing of W.C's., and structure of
1.—Open Space. i floors and staircases.

12. — For flushing of W.C'’s., structure of floors,
staircases, height of rooms, and paving

|
of yards (Public Health Amendment Act, 1890 |
sec. 23.) I

Under Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 18go, sec 23, bye-laws relating to new building
may be made applicable to buildings already in existence.

Under sz¢ 16 of the Local Government Act, 1888, and sec 23, of the Municipal Corporations
Act, 1882, the County Council has power in regard to any district in the County, except Boroughs
to make such byelaws as to them seem meet for the good rule and government of the district
and for the prevention and suppression of nuisances vnot already punishable in a summary manner

—

GENERAL [NSPECTION.

In Table 14 15 a sumnary of I.t.lll._' 'L'lu'[lill']{ done 1.} the .*'.:i,t:'i[‘:l_t‘_'_.' it‘.I!'iF‘.H.:E[I.H'?i. A new jllSi]EClUI’ h
been appointed in Oswestry (R). and 15 doing very well.  Dr. Gepp has obtained an assistant inspect
in Shrewsbury.  Similar additional help is required in Oakengates and Wellingtor. The Inspecto
in Cleobury Mortimer does not always receive the necessary support from the District Council.

Special. Repomrts. The Local Government Act, 1855, sect, 19, and the General Order of th
Local Government Board, dated March 23rd, 1891, require each district medical officer of hea!
to send a copy of every Pﬁ_“”d“:al and special report io the Local Government Board and to ih
County Council. But considerable uncertainty and opportunity for nusunderstanding  undoubtedl
pxist ftmn.-ng:zt health officers as to ““]““_“'I“‘”f are to e treated as “ periodical " and “ special.
Accordingly, upon the Sl,ggﬁt‘nm of Hu-l. tlinll}‘ _':]1.‘I||1.':1l Ufficer, a request was addressed by t
‘:GHIH'\' '[[r[‘_!h Tt thf- Lﬂﬂal (_’U"-E'."I'IH;IM'H-\. ]Hhi.]ll for an Ilﬂ]l'llll ea Illlil.l'lil'l.li'lll :'n|1 [11;_-5;—: Lerms. {:l'n 2?[:
February, 190X, the Board replied as follows: —

. Reports Uit e ,.;;Ll.iq- for any specinl pilrpose. .'EI','I.']I for instance as (1] reports };i#iﬂg an aceount
« the sanitars grate of n district, or of any section of it, and intended to form a basis of svatematic work b

“tha ma&iﬂll officor of hiealth in the future : .;-3:- reports on the need for ;]:l-p]\ﬁrm or revision of regulation

“ or of bye-Iws, OF on _,:I“II"I- cul‘:i:::lrllrtlu_:nt. ;II(.{I,t ,I-i-!;mr;:j on schemes dealing with areas under the He using
“ the Working Glﬂ-}!i-fﬂ m]"- ‘3;71 y er eI : 1: U'"f‘-' ition of gronps of dwellings of any particular elass or i
" il Epulll] Iﬂrhl’} 3 ﬂTI(l I: 4 r’:l-"lpﬂiﬁ ";'I the sceasion of u}alnrhml kg of L“:ﬂ_‘uﬁtlr Bl reports |ldl'-ising t
“* slosnre of pubhﬂ B|ﬂ|rl.lﬂl_u ary E‘E&U;L: s hli:1{!.tl.llllﬂ1£.11? Board's view, be consilered - speciul,’ and copies

g1l TpOTES ghould be forwar ¥ & medieal oflicer of health to this Board and to the County Council.”
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gpecial Beports.

In reply to further inquiry ¢ whether in the Board's opimion the report of » district health
wer on the water supply of a village or any nmlu:rlnl_ numhe_r of houses _in his district wu}|]+_l
stiture a special report?”; the Board stated that * if the village were of any copsiderable size,
1 the question of water supply involved consideration of the need for a comprehensive scheme,”
s description “special ” would apply to the repurl’,_hul that a report “ need not he so reggrflttl
it dealt only with improvements in detail needed with respect to the water supply of individual

uses or small groups of houses.”

Apart from absence of proper definition, the personal labour or expense involved in making
~opy Of a lengthy document has very naturally not increased the readiness of district health
icers to regard any report as “special 7 when they could avoid doing so.

ETEOROLOGY OF THE YEAR, 190O.

“ A rather cold and protracted Winter was l‘nllmn.'_e:l by a later Spring than usual, the month of
ay being particularly cold. The sudden outbursts of glmqrnml heat in April, July, September,
1 October, were very remarkable, occurring as they did in a season which gave no continued
sat heat. The maximum of 75 in both April and October, were almost as notable as the outburst
July, and it is also worthy of remark that the heat wave of July came almost exactly midway
sween the two short periods of warmth in April and October. While the previous Summer gave
three and a half months of almost continuous heat and fineness, the hot weather in the Summer
1goo lasted but three weeks, during which there were warmer days than during all the previous
ag and protracted Summer, and the sudden change to cold and wet with the advent of August and
t as harvest was commencing was a most unpleasant and unlooked for sequel. The season was
v mild to the end of the year with much humidity, no snow, and but little frost. There was
reat prevalence of thunderstorms during the summer, some of them being unusually severe,
nile the rainfall of the year was in close agreement with the average, the number of days on
ich rain fell was greater than for many years past,”

APPENDIX A.
NOTIFICATION OF PUERPERAL FEVER

In the last *“ Nomenclature of Diseases” issued by the Roya! College of Physicians it is
ommended as follows - —

“The term *Puerperal fever’ should no longer be used. Pyamia, Septicemia. or
“* Sapreemia, occurring in puerperal women should be described as Puerperal pyemia,’
' Septiceemiia.” or * Sapriemia,—respectively.  The other conditions included under the term
“+ Puerperal fever’ should be returned under ¢ Affections consequent on Parturition,” the word
“ ¢ Puerperal* being i all cases prefixed to the word denoting the local process

This has led to the beliel that as the different diseases above mentioned are not individually
-cified in the Infectious Disease Notification Act, 1889, there is no legal obligation to notify them
ficulties have in consequence arisen in certain sanitary districts in London and elsewhere, and in
wgust, 1898, the London County Council sought the advice of the Royal College of Physicians on

matter. The question submitted by the County Council was * whether the diseases Deritonitis and
aetritis, puerperal septicemia, and puerperal sapraemia, all of which the Registrar General includes
inder ‘ puerperal fever,” are covered by that term for the purposes of notification ?”

To consider this question the College appointed a committee consisting of Dr. Payng, Sir John
iliams, Bart, Drs. Cullingworth, Champneys, and Tatham, and in November, 1898, these experts
serted that they bad unanimously resolved as follows :—-
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Pnerperal Fay

“That this Committee is of opinion that with a view to the limitation of dangerou
 infectious diseases, the London County Council would be acting rightly in adopting the view
** that the expression * Puerperal Fever.,! as contained in the Infectious Diseases Notification
“ Act, should be taken to include Septiceemia, Pysemia, Septic Peritonitis, Septic Metritis, and
“ other Acute Septic Inflammations in the Pelvis occurring as the direct result of childbirth.”

To a similar question submitted to the {}hs;t::tric;{l Society of London by the Society of Medical
Medical Officers of Health. the following answer was given :—

“ The Council of the Obstetrical Society is of opinion that most of the diseases mentioned
“ are intended to be included under the name of ‘ puerperal fever’ in the Infectious Iiseases
¢ Notification Act, 188g. It is also of opinion that an inclusive definition should be added
“ after the words ‘ puerperal fever’ in the following form : —* That is, septiceemia and pyamia,
« tincluding peritonitis, and all cases of acute pelvic inflammation occurring in connection with

‘¢ childbirth,”

APPENDIX B.

PRECAUTIONS AGAINST INFLUENZA.

Influenza is a highly infectious and very fatal disease, frequently leading to inflammation of
the lungs. If neglected, it is ofien followed by prolonged weakness and depression.  The disease
is wenerally marked by its sudden onsct, by severe headache with pains in the back or himbs,

and by fever.

The following preventive measures are recommended :—
15t.—Separation betwezn the sick and the healthy so far as is practicable,
snd.—Isolation of infected persons in large and warm but well-ventilated rooms.

ird.—Persons who are attacked by infinenza should at once seek rest, warmth, and medical
treatment. No reliance should be placed on popular remedies, for the risk of grave
complieations is so great that the best possible treatment is required.

4th.—Those attacked should not on any account join assemblages of people for at least a pernod
of 10 days from the commencement of an attack, as they are likely to convey the disease
to others. In severc cases the person attacked should remain away from work for a
period of 3 weeks from the onset of the disease.

sth.—Sheets, puckm-}‘!nndkurrhu-I's: &c., which have been used in the sick room should be put ina
vessel containing an eficient disinfectant (such as a 1 per cent. solution of chlorinated
lime), and afterwards soaked in cold water,

Oth.— Infected articles and rooms should be cleansed and disinfected.

th — The use of wann clothing and the avoidance of unnecessary exposure are advisable.
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Part II.

Abstracts of Annual Reports of the
District Health Officers.

Several of these Reports were not received till May, and one not till the st June, though
sre is no reason why any should have been later than the 3rst March, the limit of the period
ed by the Local Government Board.

Nine Reports were printed, 17 type-written and 5 hand-written (some not too legibly). It is
r several reasons very desirable that each District Council should print its Health Officer’s
hnual Report, for much care and thought has been expended on the preparation of some of
em, and it is regretable that the useful information and suggestions they contain should not
ve greater publicity, and consequent educational effect.

L

In regard to quality, some are very able and comprehensive, a special feature being a useful
scription of the physical characteristics of the Districts dealt with : others, alsn, are good, and
hers again very incomplete, with little .eference to the Local Government Board's specific require-
=nts in regard to such documents.

ATCHAM (Rural.

Medical Officer ot Health M. GEPP, LR C.P.E.,, D.P.H.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by waler) ... 125,207
Census FPopulation 1891 i 21,144

vysical features and general eharacters,

** The District is a very large one some 22 miles in length by some 14 in extreme breadth, its area
“ being 125,207 acres. The River Severn runs through it from North West to Sonth Vast dividing it
“into two paris, of which the Northern and smaller part is eontinuons with the Shropshire and
*“ Cheshire plain, on the new Red Sandstone. The general elevation of this part is from 200
*“to 300 feet. The Bonthern and larger part is more elevated, rising gradually from the river, sSouth.
“ wards and Westwards, from 200 to some 600 feet, with considerably grenter elevations on the hillsides
“ forming the Western and Southern borders. The Geological formation of this patt i broken and
“diverse. The hills are the outliers of the Cambrian and Silurian range of Wales and Sbropshire, and
* these formations project into the Distriet. There are also detached but cousiderable exposures of the
i Erm!llrnﬂ'.u-!-nrm:. and of the Permian Red Sandstore. There is in both parts a variable, but generally
‘t considerable, thickness of drift overlying the strata. The drainage iz on both sides to the Severn, by
* numerons small tributary streams.” }

* The District is entirely rural in eharacter, for the most purt fertile and bighly cultivated, ang
rll]F]JiJTl[HI{ i comparatively large J!HJ'iuuilllt'H] population, distributed in numerons imporiant t'i]lngﬁh
“1n smaller hamlets, and largely also in seattered isolated dwelling.house-. The density of popnlation
*is equal to’ abont 108 persons to the square mile. A few Coalmines are worked aronnd Hanwood, but
“many partg of the small Coalfields dre abandoned,”



Statestics for .i‘_:?ﬂbi.

The estimated population in 19oo was 20,893

Death-rates per 1000 population from

| o e T — | Infant
: | : , Death- | p.
i All Seven S e Other Bronchitis, rate per | Br:li-h-
C Chief ]"]"ll"'ulm Phthisiz.! Tobere.  Prenmonia, | Heart. | Caneer. | 1000 8
g Zymuoltics. IBGUANER. | Diseages,  Pleurisy, &c. Births.
§r T e R W T o |
1400 15-8 0-69 1-4 5 B 149 920 11 | 118 944
I ]
—— | ——— — - — — — =
Average of | E |
20 preceding ' | |- .'
T EATE oa| ARES 08 i e i o : 85 24-1)
| |

Infectious Disease. Scarlet Fever was much more prevalent than usual.—Of the 110 cases noted

four principal outbreaks, viz., in Cound and Harnage, Stapleton, Buildwas and Pontesbury accounted
for 85, and the remainder were isolated occurrences. The Buildwas outbreak was made the subjeet]
of a special report dated August 1oth, which has already been under the County Council's notice. In
Stapleton the disease was introduced by a patient discharged from a fever hospital elsewhere, and herey
as well as at Cound and Pontesbury school closure became necessary.

Diphtheria. 14 casesarose in 11 houses, and of these, 1o were isolated outbreaks. The remaining

four centred round the Roman Catholic School for Acton Burnell, and this institution, as well as thel|
National School were temporarily closed.

Entertc Feper. 1 case occurred at the Asylum ; another was a * casual " at the Workhouse ;
cases and 2 deaths occurred at Cressage, the infection being clearly traced to a neighbouring district.

Meastes and Whosping Cought were prevalent early in the yvear and led to the closure of several
schools.

Influensa caused 32 deaths.

Hospital Lolation. "The Council is advised to consider the provision of a small central isolation |
- _— e S——— & Ll . " 1
hospital, or of 3 or 4 suitably situated isolation cottages.

House Acommodation. A large number of old and worn out houses remain in occupation and
———_-_-_.-._ - “ . . . 1
some 70 notices were served to remedy sanitary defects. Building byelaws are in force in certain|
parts of the District.

M Brace, Dorri .
Sewerage, Meole » LJornngton, Pontesbury and Minsterley are sewered, and the sewage

desposed of by irrigation, l]_'?‘l'f:"rh at Poatesbury part goes into a stream. At Acton Burnell, Astley
and Condover piped sewers have been recently provided,



29 Atcham.

At Cressage the sewage disposal {1ue.~;l§0n is in a very Ll_ns:ltisl'ﬂctc}r:-,r condition ; some g houses drain
nto the mill pool, and these as well as drmnagvf m:f.tl.lmu!aum:s from some 10 cottages on the “-’I‘...*.n.]ﬂ(:k
igh road give rise to considerable Nuisance. The medical officer and surveyor haye reported jointly
n this matter, and the surveyor has prepared a scheme which has been referred to the Parish Council
i their opinion.

Water Supply.

Harley. The Council have recently repaired two useful and well-situated roadside wells in this
llage and are recommended to acquire and improve the private gravitation supply from upland

Tings.

Fontesbury Hill. A well in the quarry yielding good water has been thoroughly protected and
aproved, and the Council has arranged to make a trial well or boring, in a selected pasture field, for
e supply of the middle part of the field and The Flat.

Meole Brace. The defective earthenware pipe main from Moat Hall Colliery to Welbatch reservoir

us been replaced by a sound iron main, and a soco gallon tank is about to be placed at the pit head

keep the main full during the night, as during the year the main became air-locked and the supply
iled for some days to reach Meole.

The provision of a new supply for Meole and Bayston Hill is still under consideration.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops are looked after under the Regulations relating thereto.

BISHOP’'S CASTLE (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health - ... M. GEPP, L.R.C.P.E,, D.P.H
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) ... 1.867
Total population at all ages .. 1,536 ]
e At Cens
Number of inhabited houses ... 361 of JSQ?I
Average number of persons per house ... 4°3 I

Dr. Gepp furnishes the following interesting description of the Physical Features and General
naracler of Bishop's Castle :—

* The Borongh eomprises 1,867 acres of agricultural land, and forms an area some three miles in length by
“a mean breadth of about 1 mile, having the small town of Bishop's Castle abont the ceptre.  The elevation
‘ varies from about 300 feet in the valley at the south-east end, to 1,000 feet or more in the FliJI country,
*forming the N.W. end. The town lies on a slope rising out of the valley, the main streét rising steeply
** from about 600 feet to 700 feet, and the houses are placed upon either side of the street, and about the
“‘erest of the hill above it. The sub.soil is the Wenlock and Ludlow Beds of Upper Silurian age. The
“ natural drainage is from north and west to south and east by small streams, the distriet Iving upon th .
* watershed of the Teme. In the town some small streams have heen culverted about the 00t of the hil,
“and are practically sewers. Outside the town proper, the area is very sparsely lmpuliﬁlcll-
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0 Bishop's Castl

Statisties for 1900.
Estimated population in rgoo was 1586.
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No death was registered from any of the Chief Zymotics. The Infantile Mortality rate was based
on the death of one infant only. The rate for the last 3 years been very low and much below
the average.

Notifiable Infections Disease. —3 cases of Scariet Fever occurred in 2 houses. There was also
1 case of Membranous Croup.

Influensa caused 1 death

Howse Accommodation 1s adequate, and the medical officer knows of no occupied house unfit for

habitation ; he again urges a systematic house-to-house sanitary survey to ensure the sanitary up-keep
of dwellings.

Sewerage amd Drainaoge —The natural surface drainage is good, and most cf the houses

have drains connected to the sewers. The centre of the town, and a considerable part of the main
street, 15 efficiently sewered, but at * the bottom of the main street are three or four old stone sewers,
some of which have becn formed by culverting small streams. These act as the main sewage carriers
to the outfalls, and cannot be regarded as efficient sewers.” The sewage is mostly disposed of by
irrigation upon almost level meadow iand at the bottom of the town, “the channels being arranged
with dams for flooding the land. The open channels are sometimes offensive and complained of in
the neighbourhood of houses.” The question of improving the sewerage system, and of acquiring a
suitable site for out-fall works, and for tipping house refuse, is under present consideration.

Excrement Disposal : there are some water closels, but a considerably larger number of old privie
s e — s - 2 5
which are scavenged by the occupiers. For a satisfactory result from any large increase of wate
carriage, the improvement of the sewers is nccessary.
‘ater Su ;i xcellent gravitation supply fr an uninhabited and ui ivated uplan
Water Supply: an excellent gravitation s pply from a habited 1 uncultivated upland

surface some g or 6 miles to the west, is piped to a service reservoir above the town, sand-filtered, au
laid on to the houses, very few of which are still unconnected

Bye-laws.—The model bye-laws relating 0 Slaughter Houses, Common Lodging House

Prevention of Nuisances, and Cleansing of Privies, are in force, so also are the model regulations
relating to Dairies, Cow-sheds, &c.

There are 4 slaughter houses which, considering their old and in some respects defective siructure,
are fairly well kept.
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BRIDGNORTH (Rural).

Medical Officer af Health ALFRED BETHEL, M.R.cs
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by waler) .. 2,087
Total population at all ages ... R 0.185
: Ar Census
. 1,505
Number of inhabited houses 595 o 1891.
Average number of persons per house ... e Wi 15
etistics for 1000.
Estimated population in 19oo was g185.
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tiftable Infectious Disease.

The following were notified : 4 cases of erysipelas, 19 of scarlet fever, 1 enteric, 1 puerperal.
1 1 membranous croup.

Measles : a widespread epidemic affecting nearly every parish necessitated the closing of
ools at Brockton, Astley Abbotts, Morville, Monkhopton, Ditton Priors, and Alveley.

Mumps : Eardington Scho 7 sed on account of an outbreak o is disease.
Wumps : Fardington School was closed ount of tbreak of this disease

pler  Supply : Dr. Bethel pronounces this *“goed throughout the district,” and states that 3
re public wells have been properly protected.

He advocates uncompromising opposition to the late Wolverhampton water scheme as
:ulated to exert a disastrous effect on the whole of the basin of the Worfe.

4 Efﬂ,ﬂr‘}_ under The Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, jams and beers were lested for

snic with negative results.

pols.—Most of these are in a satisfactory condition, and the remainder, if not £00N remedied,
be brought to the notice of the sanitary authority.

zinage  Nutsance : an open drain in Claverly pansh, to which attention has before been

cted, “*is still in an offensive condition.”
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BRIDGNORTH (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health ALFRED BETHEL, M R.C.5
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) ... 2,087
Total population at all ages ... 5,865 3
Number of inkabited houses ... i f; I{;i;jm
Average number of persons per house ... i 48

Estimated population in 1900 was 6,000. 1

Peath-rates from

—— —— T | Infant |
Period Seven Other | Bronchitis rsﬂiﬂ;];r Birth
ﬂnﬂales Chief | Fﬁ"!‘mr"c {Phthisis.| Tubercnlar | Pneunmonia, | T;ii:?é Cancer. | 1000 Rate.
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Notifiable Infectious ﬂ.r'mr_s_f:.

y cases of erysipelas, 2 of enteric, and 13 of scarlet fever were notified during the year.
Dr. Bethel is sure that a large number of cases passed unnoticed, as the disease was of an

exceedingly mild type.

Measures adopted to check the spread of Infection.

Nine cases of scarlet fever were treated in hospital, which helped very much to stop the
epidemic. The Sanitary inspector under Dr, Bethel's directions also tried to disinfect houses by

the Formalin process.
Influenza caused 5 deaths, all at ages above 63 years.
Water Supply was plentiful throughout (he year. Much more river wateris now used. Dr.

Bethel observes that in case of accident to the present large engine the smaller one would not
be able to give anything like a satisfactory supply.

Food Supply,
Milk, Samples have b‘EEn taken under “The Sale of Food and Drugs Acts” and also for
testing for Tuberculosis. (See also Part 1.)

Beer and jgms.—-Samples were laken and examined for arsenic, but none was found.
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E xposure of Unsound Food.—A substantial fine was inflicted for exposing upsgund rabbits
~ale.
emon Lodeing Houses **are fairly good, and are kept clean.”

ese Disposald. .
Sezwvage.—A contract to carry out the Septic Tank System for the disposal of the sewage In
tern Brook has been entered into, and it is hoped that the system will be in working order

ore the summer begins.
The removal of ashes is still in a very unsatisfactory state. Dr. Bethel recommends that the
system be made compulsory, and suggests that a large amount of refuse could be destroyed
fire, if a steam blower was attached to the waterworks boiler furnace.

Improper deposits on the river dank have been the subject of complaint, and the Sanitary
hority is advised to make very stringent rules on the subject.

Throwing slops on the road : the attention of the police is drawn to this objectionable
“tice on the part of the inhabitants of Bernard’s Hill. :

BURFORD (Rural).

Medical Officer of Health E. T. WHITAKER, M.B., B.8C.,, D.P.H.

Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) 7798

Burford is the smallest rural district in the County, and comprises 5 small parishes with thinly
ttered houses on the southern slopes of the Clee Hill. It owes its existence as a separate Sanitary
=a to the Local Government Act, 1894.

elistics for 1800,

The estimated population in rgoo was 1,350.

Death-rates per 1000 population from |
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T'here were no deaths from infectious disease or from cancer. The nfantile lllﬂﬂﬂlil}' rate s
sed on one death, and has little significance
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Infeclions Disease  Incidesnce.— Disinfector—There were 2 cases of scarlet fever and 2

erysipelas.  The Council is recommended to join with the Tenbury Council in providing a stea
disinfector.

Housing _‘ﬁf:a.ummfmn’rm 15 gencrally good, but there 1s none to spare.

Draimage and Scawvenging — The sewage from some cottages in Boraston is allowed to overflo
the surface of the lane leading to the public well.

Water Suppiy.—The good spring supply of Buraston could be improved by piping it nearer tg
some of the houses, and the examination of the water of the public well at Nash is suggested.

There 1s 1 Bakehouse and 1 Cowsked. Each is fairly satisfactory.

CHIBBURY (Bural)

Medical Officer of Health. .. J. Ravnor-HATFIELD, L.KC.P.
Aréa tn acres (exclusive of area covered by waler) 26710
Census population, 1891 ... 4084

Statistics for 1900,

Th: estimated population in i1goo was 4o080.

| Death-rates per 1000 population from
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Though Influenza was primarily responsible for 3 deaths, Dr Hatfield thinks that secondarily
it caused more.

Improper feeding of infants is believed 1o have contributed largely to the high infantile death-
rate, and Dr. Hatfield UNHUE“E““Y drew up and circulated in his District a leaflet on * The
|"t:::11in:_{ and {_:are Or [I'Irﬂl'lls.




Chirbary (1.

Fsing.

Many houses present sanitary defects, and 2 have been condemed as unfit during the year.
eral cases of overcrowding have been dealt with.

crement Disposal.

Many of the privy-vaults are in bad repair and too near houses, and the removal of their
itents is far too infrequent.

eghterkouses, Milkshops and IV orkshops were mspected and found generally satisfactory. In
+ instance unsuitable and unlicensed premises were being used for slaughtering,

pler Supply.

Chirbury, Worthen, and Wotherton are satisfactorily supplied, but Brockton is without
table provision, and Dr. Hatfield is still moving in the matter. The inhabitants of Snailbeach
re a good supply or sufferance from private owners.

Dr. Hatfield draws attention to the large number of sufferers from “goitre” in the District
. is convinced that the cause of this is to be found in the watersupply and its impurities, and
. greater number of cases occur on the hills round Bromlow.

CMURCH STRETTON (Rural).

Medical Officer of Health M. (GEPP, L.R.C.P.E.. D.P.H.
Area in acres (exclustve of area covered by twafer) ... un - 44,485
Census Populafion 1891 5401

PHYSICAL FEATURES, L‘I\ZE., OF DISTRICT,

“ The distriet is oue of hills and dales, highest across the centre from West to Easf, and sloping to the
* North and South. The northern part lies on the southern watershed of the Severn, the sonthern part on
« the northern watershed of the Teme, the various small streams arigsing on its uplands and ronning off
* through the valleys to north or sonth affording good natural drainage. The elevation varies from 1700 feef
* at the summit of the Longmynd to some 400 feet at the norihern and southern limits of the Distriet.
“ Three ranges of bills run through it from 5.W. to N.E., the Longmynd range along the western side, the
* Caradoe in the middle and the esearpment of Wenlock Edge runs through its eastern border. Between
* these ranges are fertile valleys with several villages and manv isolated farms and cottages. The hillsides are
* largely cultivated but ave in part uninhabited moorlands. The sub-soil is that of the Primary Geological
“ formations. Cambrian on the west, Silurian on the east, with a small and unimportant exposure of Coal
 Measures at the northern end. These measures are not now worked. The District 15 Daturally very
s imnltlll_\' and is one of those selected by the Registrar General in his computation of the Healthy District
“ Death-rate.”
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Chureh Stretton

Statistics for 1500,

Estimated population in 1goo wias 4621.
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The deathrate from all causes is somewhat above the average of preceding years. This is
accounted for by the number of deaths of persons of 65 years and upwards, amounting to more tha
5o per cent. of the total, and to the heavy mortality from Influenza among the aged in the early wee
of the year. Eleven deaths of 13 per cent. of the total number were due to Influenza and of these
were those of aged persons.

Housing.—A house-to-house survey i1s now in progress,

House accommodation is, generally speaking, adequate in amount and in fitness ; but a numbe
of old and worn-out houses remain tenanted for want of better accommodation.

Two houses were certified as unfit for habitation. One was closed, the other repaired.

Drainage.—As regards the village of Winstanstow, Dr. Gepp advises * the provision of a publie
sewer along the main street, and having the houses on both sides properly connected to it”

At Picklescott, such a sewer has been recently provided and a great improvement effected.

Water Supply.—Much improvement has been effected in this important matter in recent years,
rotably at Brockton, Leebotwood, Hungerford, and Wistanstow. At Longnor permanent warning
that the water is unfit for drinking have been affixed to the standpipes which supply the village wit
brook water for slopping purposes. and the medical officer again urges * that it would be a very grea
“ advantage if a pump were provided in this willage, connected by a draw-pipe to the spring-well fron
“ which most of the houses carry their clean water, if only to save the inconvenience of hand carriag
“of water over distances Ul_ rrrtilm 230 yards to some hall a mile, and consequent risk of use t:}
“ dangerous water for drinking.

All Strefton and ,{;‘,w,{ Stretton are supplied with upland surface water by pipes laid on from
the works of a small local Company in cach case.  Both would benefit by filtration. At All Stretton,
altention has been given 1o }h“ {I"*'“.”:’-HU of two or three houses near the stream which feeds the
reservoir, to obviate any avoidable risk of contamination.

The houses in the rest of the District are mostly dependent upon individual wells, or upon lan
drains and running SPrings.
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IWistanstoww.— In his Report for 189g, Dr. Gepp pointed out that the occupanis of two isolated
Puses on The Marsh ““were in the habit of drinking the brook water in the absence of any
stter supply. The brook water is absolutely unsafe, as it receives the greater part of the more or
ss untreated sewage of Church Stretton a few miles above.” He suggested that the necessity for
me action should be pressed upon the owner, and if none resulted, that it might be found within
e Council’'s power to execute the work themselves. He now reports that no action has been
en, either in this case or in regard to a house near Picklescote, where the service of a statutory
otice under this Act failed to procure action by the owner.

Wistanstome Burial Ground.—By the gift of a principal owner, a much-needed new bunal
und has been provided.

Arsenic in Giucose. —Samples of jawns, syrups, &c., were taken in the District, and were all
rtified free from arsenic.

CHURCH STRETTON (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health ... o M. GepP, L.R.C.P.E., D.P.H.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) e ... About 1600
Estimated Population in 1900 8oo

This Distriet was formed into an urban distriet in 1899 after inguiry by the Countv Conneil. Its area
of some 1,600 acres was taken from the large parish of Churelh Swretton, froming part of the Bural Distriet of
the same name. The Urban District comprises the small town of Chnreh Stretton, lying in an open valley
600 ft. above sen level, together with the lower slopes of the hill-sides to the N.E. and 5.W. of the valley.
The sitnation is one of great natural beanty and healthiness. and in consequence the nnmber of residents
and visitors has for some years been increasing vapidly ; and as the result of building operations ** and of
improvements and extensions of water supply and sewernge becoming urgent,” the necessity for the
formation of an urban distriet arose,

Death-rates per 1000 of population from |
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In calculating the death-rate, 5 deaths in a large private Asylum of persons non-resident in
se District, have been substracted from the total.

Dr. Gepp observes: “ In so small a section ol population the vital statistics for a single year
afford little indication as to the sanitary state of the District. From year to year the figures may
be expected to vary considerably in the absence of the tendency to balance afforded Ty larger
communities.” The truth of this statement is well shown by the Infant Mortality Rate, vig, - 8s3.
buring 1g9oo there was only 1 death under 1 year in proportion to rz births, but * another infantile
death would have raised the rate from 83 to 166, or, as compared with the rate loT the countr
igenerally, from a satisfactory to a very unsatisfactory appearance.”
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Church Stretton |
Zymotte Disease.

The only case was one of scarlet fever, probably imported.

_ jtj'”a’H}‘f»"'-'i”'llﬂ’l'!- ~-The Council is recommended to arrange for disinfection by their officers after any
infectious ontbreak, and to obtain an apparatus for fumigation with formic aldehyde, and also a
spraying apparatus for the walls of rooms, &c.

Hospital Isolation —The Council is advised to acquire or retain an “ isolation-cottage " on the
outskirts ol the District.

Housing Accommodation—No overcrowding, but a certain number of very old and radically
defective small houses. Two such were closed by notice during the vear. Some offensive old
privies still remain, and the conversion of these receptacles as well as the prevention of manure
accumulations and the keeping of animals in improper surroundings are receiving attention.

Sewerage—The town was well-sewered on modern lines some 2o years ago, the sewage being
disposed of, after passing through settling tanks, on the surface of a small area of pasture land
close to the town. The extension of watercarriage in the Town has outgrown the land area
available for the treatment of the sewage, and attention has been frequently called to nuisance
arising from sewage reaching the brook which runs through the irrigated land. Houses have also
been erected in situatious where they could not be served by extension of the existing systems
and the radically objectionable plan of draining these houses into soak-away cesspits has been
adopted.

The Urban Council has, therefore, wisely obtained the advise of an eminent engineer and
have adopted a complete scheme prepared by him to deal satisfactorily with the problem once for
all. It is also proposed to remove the outfall to a distance a mile or so below the town.

The Removal and Disposal of House Refuse is done by the occupiers, a site for tipping being
provided by the Council.

W ater Supply.

A greatly increased supply is about to be provided in regard to which Dr. Gepp writes as
follows : —

* Hitherto the town itsell has been supplied by the works of a Local Company, from
« water collected in a small reservoir in an uninhabited and uneultivated upland valley. Ordinarily the
“ snpply has been ample, but in recent dry seasons, owing to the rapidly increasing use of Water Closets and
 fixed bathe, and to the small size of the reservoir, there has been a shortness of supply at times. The
« aleyation of the reservoir, though sufficient for the supply of the town, would not allow of an extended
+ gervige to the newly laid ont sites at a higher level. In consequence a new Company has been formed, and
i has obtained arliamentary powers for extensive new works. The scheme is to placeé a large reservoir, to
+ hold nine million gallons, in a valley in the upland moors abont a mile from the town, and at an elevation
« of 1,000 feet. This will be the main supply of the District. A smaller reservoir to supply compensation
o+ water to the stream fed from these uplands i to be placed in the Light Spout Valley at abont the same
«+ Jevel, and from this & main will be laid to the large reservoir to ensure a good supply at al! times. As the
“ main 1eservoir will E‘““"]_ some time in construction, and in order to furnizh an adequate supply withont
« any delay, the Company is proceeding with the compensgation reservoir first, and for the present the water
i from this will be taken by & new 6-.inch main throngh the Town to supply the new honses now built op
v huilding on the more elevuted sites. Off this G-inch wain a 4-ineh braveh will be taken to the old town
‘i reggervoilr in Town _"""‘"]* villley, where by means of a  ball cock it will maintain this reservoir full. The
v work of laying mains has been pressed forward, and a full supply of water is anticipated to be ready for

ot {he snmmer.

o The water from all lll_l' valleys mentioned ig upland sarface water, and coming off the hard slate and
« glyale rocks of the Cambrian formation is admirably soft. The gathering grounds are nninbabited and
o ypeultivated moorland, grazed by sheep and ponies. There is, thercfore, no risk of sewage pollation from
' mcupiﬂd dwellings.
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* I pointed out in my report to the Rural Distriets for 1898 that the Town brook valley is to some extent

“ frequented hy visitors, and that a footpath yung alongside the stream. This rr-m_mr-k applies equally to the
“ Light Spout Valley. The risk of specific contamination of the water by casual visitors is in any ease very
“ yemote, and when the large reservoir is constructed, the fact of storage and exposure of the water to
“ sunlight will be lagely a safeguard against any risk. It is, however, the duty of a Medical Officer of
* Health to take the maost stringent view of possibilities of water contamination, and for my own part,
“ althongh it may seem unneressary, I shonld be glad to see provision made for sand-filtration of the water.”

e-laws and Adeptive Acts.

The Council have carefully framed a code of Building Bye-laws, and have submitted them to
- Local Government Board. The Medical Officer now recommends the a_qupiion of the Molde]
t, 18go, and of the model Bye-laws and Regulations retating to (1) Cleansing of footways, privies,

e-laws, the Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1890, the Infectious Diseases (Prevention)
apits, &c. ; (2) Prevention of Nuisances; (3) Slaughter-houses ; (4) Dairies and Milkshops.

CLEOBURY MORTIMER (Bural.)

Medical Officer of Health E. T. WHITAKER, M.B., B.S.c., D.P H.
Area in acres (cxclusive of area covered by water 44338
Census populalion, 1891 o 5911

m_araf Character of .E.?r'str.fci_.

~ The district is a large and thinly populated one of 15 parishes, with a few small villages,
mlets, and isolated farms and cottages, the only parts at all urban in character being the town
Cleobury Mortimer, and the village of Highley, where mining operations are going on. The
ad is chiefly under cultivation, but at the western sides rises up the Clee Hill slopes and is moor-
1d, while at the eastern border the coal measures crop up.

[2listics for 18010,

The estimated population in 1goo was gg4o0.
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Influenza caused 4 deaths and so did cancer.

‘T'welve deaths were those of persons aged 8o vears and one person died at 102.
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Infectious _:U.r'.&mt Incidence.

There were 2 jsolated and untraced cases of li.iphlheriﬂ, 1 of membranous ‘El'ﬂ'llp, and 5 of
erysipelas. Iq_ November and December 14 mild cases of scarlatina occurred in.6 houses at the
foot and side of Clee Hill, and 7 other cases at Highley were possibly connecterd with these.

House Accommodation is fairly good but there are some old and unsatisfactory dwellings. A |

number of new houses have been erected at Hll_-,hh y. and the Building Hn,-laws ha.ve PrOvecuER RS
service in 1h1§tnﬂnuct‘mn

b A -
.h;l:.“r.t'ﬂf'ﬂ{'l' ﬂ”dﬂfmngj_"g - Py .
i —— 5 3

Eflicient 1Ewermg and outfall, and a system of public scavenging are necessary both at
(leobury and Highley. At Highley there are no sewerage arrangements zmg no place for |
ul{:pmmnh the contents of closet pans and ashpits. Sewage lies in lagge pcmls 1n twe places and |
pan closets are frequently filled above the level of the seat. The present state of affairs is
described as dreadful and as a serious menace to the health of the locality. . Mr. Stooke has
devised a scheme for the sewering, but the estimated expense is heavy, and Ii]j'r local . mining
company pr e to carry out a smaller scheme. The necessity for immediate action is great.

e

-
»

Water Supj pf

A scheme for supplying Cleobury by gravitation with water pumped by gas engme& from the
Town Spring to a service reservoir was carried out during the year by Mr. Stooke. '

Both Stottesden and Highley are without an adequate supply.
At Highley proceedings were taken for permitting houses to be occupied prior to being
certified as ha.vmg a proper water supply, but the magistrates did not support the sanitary authori

The local Mining Company are now proposing to pump water from the Severn to a couple of
service tanks and to supply it unfiltered to their own houses by gravitation. '

The Clee Hill water supplies have been considered by the Sanitary Authority during the
vear, but great difficulty arises from the cottages being so far apart. :

Registered Places. .
Bakehouses, common lodging houses, and 5'11ughter~hmlse-: were duly inspected and found
satisfactory, and a register of milk sellers is kept.  There are, however, no Milkshops, &e.,
Regulations in force.
There are Bye-laws for the Regulation of Slaughter-houses and also for the Prevertion
Nuisances.

Sanitary Inspection : The inspector does not always receive the support from the Council
which is necessary. '

CLUN (Rural).
Medical Officer of Health M. GEPP, L.R.C.P.E.,, D.P.H,
Area in aﬁ;"ﬂ' exclusive of area covered by water) L b 82,206

L‘f;;_n,;.r; Fgﬁﬂ!ﬂ‘fhﬂ IE'E]I & ama nmn - e i) ?-459
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sieal and Genm'ﬂf'ﬂ'ﬁurctchr .g:.'gf_ Dhistrict.

The District comprises 82,206 acres of hilly country in the S.W. of the County, and on orders of
Wales. mach of it at an elevation of 1,000 feet and upwards, especially on the northern ang w rn pirts.
The centre and-sonth eastern part eonsists of open valleys from 400—600 feet in elevagion
divided by smallgroups of hills. Geologically it is mainly of Silurian age with exposures of Can
of 0ld Red Sandstone measares in parts. The patural drainage is by various streams rigin
country to north and west, and forming the small rivers Onny and Clun, which leave the Dis
the vallevs on the east and sonth-east to join the Teme.

rian and
the hall
through

The district is H[JELI'SE'_? populated and agrieultural in eharvacter, much of the hill country being enltivated

or grazed. ; -

% e s o2 ;

A =mall area in-the north has, in the past, been worked for lead and other minerals, bug these industrics

have muneh deelined in recent vears. The distrvict contains the small town of Clun, and several willages of

small size which are prineipally placed in the valleys, and some smaller hamlets and many isolated houses
seattePed afout the hill conniry. X

1stics for 1906 ¥

.

The estimated population in 1goo was 7.330.

Dieath-rate per 1000 popnlation from .
— . — - — | Infant
. ' Broncbitis, | | Death-tp pe iy,
eriod. Seven | oooao .| Other | 5 | rate .
a ’:"I_I s Chief .lﬁdlﬂil[:g]]::;: Phthisis.| Tuberenlar l?ﬁ::::ﬂlm‘ | Heart. | Cancer. I]!lEt’ 1000 rate.
| DANSES: | Fymoties, | : | Disease. il | births.
| I g
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5 | | | B
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5 .| 154 072 | s . | B8 271
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elions Disease.

Searlei Fever-—Twelve cases arose in 8 houses, and Hopesay and Clungunford schools were
orarily closed.

A fatal case of membranous croup occurred at Ratlinghope, and a mild dgphtheria in Clunbury,

Enteric.  Seven cases and 2 deaths occurred at Chapel Lawn, 2 at Clun and 1 at Hurst Mill; all of
ch are dealt with in Part 1. of this Report. Single attacks were reported from Clungunford,
castle, Lydbury North and Purslow, and in two of these the infection was imported

\ Tnfluensa caused 1 death.
There is no Isolation Hospital or provision for public disinfection.

se Accommodation, is generally adequate and fit, though there are many worn-out houses ip
i T, i = z . 5 ¥
upation. A house-tohouse survey is in progress.



Sewerage and Drainage.

The sewering of the town of Clun requires attention and it is suggested that a special drainagé
area might be formed for the purpose. At Clungunford many houses drain into the stream which
runs through the village, and both here and elsewhere instancs were met with of privies or close
being placed directly over streams which, lower down, were used for slopping purposes.

Water Supply.

Ciun tvwn and Newcasile each has a good and sufficient public supply. At ZLydéury North,
11 houses and the school are supplied by gravitation from upland springs, and 12 other dwelling
carry from a public pump over a spring-well by the roadside which require protection from surface
washings. At Chapel Lasmwn the Council are about to sink a public well in a selected site in thé
centre of the village.

Clunbury.—Dr. Gepp, during the year, thoroughly investigated and condemned the shallos
well supply of this village and recommends that the water from a spring at Clunbury Hill
collected and piped to standpipes in the village. A similar recommendation is made in reg:
to Clungunford. At Hopton Heath, the public well needs improvement and protection.

Dairies and Cowsheds are registered.

DAWLEY (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health M. GEPP, L.R.C.P.E, D.P H.
Area of District in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) ... 2,790
Total population at 1891 Census ... 6,996

The Physical Fentures and General f_'.'.-’a'.'m.'-:_:rr:fer of the District are thus described :(—

The District lies at a considerable elevation apon the Shropshire Coalfield and table land, of which §
forms one of the higher parts. Its surface falls irregularly frem north and north-west to south and south
east, and from G670 feet to some 400 feet ronghly, the surface drainave leing good owing to the steep fall ol
this part of the northern Severn watershed. The geological formation is the Carboniferous, the Districll
being for the wost part npon the Coal Measures, but with small exposures of the Mill Stone Grit in the soufl
western part.

As regﬂ.rﬂﬂ its general charvacter. it mny be zaid to be that of a worked-ont conl and im]]-mining and
imﬂ-“"orking, l}iH!al'ill.‘.l- Coal lﬂi'llt’ﬁ_"m:; out of work and dismantled ivon works are common features. A
ihe p['e'aﬂl'lt- time it i a place :::ll' residence for an industrial community, many of whose members work in o 18
or bwo large mmiurq engineeriig or pottery works within the Distriet, while large nnmbers work in mines§l
iroﬂ_wrkﬁ,tlnli ]::l'u:|ri and tile works outside the Distriet. 'The population fell off by upwards of 2 0008
persons beltween 1851 and 1831, but appears to have somewhat, but not largely, increased in the last te
veRrs. For an Urban District it is very seattered in character. There is a compnet business centre wi
some eontinnous lengths of houses radiating for some distance fiom it along the main roads. The rest @

the ]]iﬂlrlﬂl 15 !]l'fll.:r.i.l,'lll-ll'!,- raral :i-]!lll.ll'll:[t-rL with numerons scattered Eronps of |'t-|;||;-'_1|]_i|-|g5 m'ﬂurl'i“ﬂ,a
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Tawley.
Yistics.— FEstimated population in 1goo was 717o.
[ Death-rates per 1000 of population from |
l__" R I % P ]glzim]:lt
Bronchitis aths | pirih-
eriod. o R Other : I8, :
All Epidemie e Pneumonia, | Heart |, pe rate.
Caunses, Chief ' 1, fuenza. Phthisis. Tubercular Pleurisy, | Disease Cancer 1000
Zymotics. | Disease. o, births.
— _| = | | , |
1900 157 014 | 05 o8 | .. 34 1'% 04 | 17 | 850
= e
ge for i |
receding |
s | 1703 [ 147 29-1

ctious Disease.

There was one mild and obscure case of Diphtheria, and there were 23 cases of mild, non-
I scarlet fever affecting 18 houses. Most of the cases occurred in the early part of the year

to some extent implicated Langley Field Board School. Later in the year the Brand Lee
ional Schools were slightly involved.

The medical officer recommends that disinfection of infected premises be carried out by the
ancil’s Officer.

ing Accommodation is generally adequate in amount, but the majority of the houses are

small, and often unsatisfactory in construction or repair, but no case came under notice of an
upied house unfit for habitation. A few instances of overcrowding came to light and were
It with. Objectionable closets with underground vaults are often found, and the 1mporta,m:e of
ystematic house-to-house sanitary survey is again urged.

grage and Drainage—The District i1s not sewered upon any system, but a number of piped,
rerted or open sewers, as well as road water drains to which houses have been connected run
n the central and higher parts of the District. In other parts, the slop drains discharge into
hes, pools, or on gardens. The sewers on reaching the open become open unmade channels
the untreated sewage finally finds its way through natural watercourses to the Severn
rence Ii:- made to serious nuisance from such open sewers in Lhapei Street and near Brand Lee
ools, and the Council is recommended to have an investigation made and plans prepared of
their sewers.

vement Disposal: mainly by privy closets with underground vaults empticd by the
upiers. On June 6th, 1goo, the medical officer presented a special report in which he siates
the whole question of scavenging requires careful consideration, and suggests that the
ncil should procure a special cart for the removal of mg!utsml and [JIU\IdI: a tip for the disposai
refuse. Arrangements should also be made for the services of a horse and man 1.hmughout
year, so that any householder should, on payment of a fixed charge, be entitled to have his
mises scavenged. This would meet the objection that closets must go unscavenged bécause no
can be found to undertake the work, and after due notice to the occupier, in event of default
im, the inspector could call in the scavenger's services and recover the cost summarily, Tt
irther suggested that the attention of negligent householders be drawn to the penalty which they

ir under the Public Health Act, 1875, sec. 47 (3) by allowing the contents of any Privy or
pool to overflow or soak therefrom.
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Water Supply.

Briefly, the existing supply is (a) from private pumps and wells, often dangerously situated
(#) by hand-carriage, often lengthy, from a dozen or more puln_f' wells or springs, many of whi
are organically very pure, though in some cases hard. Suggestions for a sy:ppl:; from Madeley g
from the proposed E. Shropshire Water Co. having fallen through, the Council, upon engineel
ing advice, propose to develop the most promising IOC‘?[' sources, m!d have ﬂ'@nalned tenders fo
experimental borings in the neighbourhood of a spring in the Millstone Grit, known as “ Thi
Bath,” and of another spring at a much higher elevation in the Coal Measure known as t
“Spout.” If the result be satisfactory, the water will be pumped to service reservoirs ani

distributed by mains and standpipes.

Registered Places—Common Lodging Houses are registered and supervised by the inspectol
Daries. Cowsheds and Milkshops are registered, and the adoption of the Model Regulations i

again recommended.

Nuisance unabated.—Improvements of drainage and closet accommodation at Dark Lane Rou
are needed.

ELLESMERE (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health E. T. WHITAKER, M.B.,, B5C., D.P.H
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) .. 1,204
Census population, 1891 1,830

Statistics for 1000.
The estimated population in 1900 was 1,850.

Death-rates from |
e - Infant
Death .
o Birth
Period. Seven ca Other | Bronehitis, rate per| °
ool | Chiet | PRAERS Phibisis.Tubercular | Peumonia, | Fe8rt | Gancer. | 1000 |
BUEES. | 7vmotics. ; Diseages. |Plenrisy, &e.| = —ooe births.
1 +
e ' — : o o
1900 | 140 1:0 e i W 2-1 0-5 05 55 |
o ——--l-—" e — it e L O I
|
1860 | 13-4 | i .. - . .. v a Ce 137

Infections Disease {nci dence.

Scarlet Fever.—Ten cases were notified. 3 occurred in one house, and were attributed t¢
imperfectly disinfected clothing worn by a boy attending the same school. The 7 other cas

were pupils attending a certain private school.
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Ellesmere (U),

ethicria.

Three cases with one death occurred in one house in March, and in November 3 gglitary case
rred elsewhere.

tron and [Dhsinfection.

The necessity for an isolation-cottage and better methods of disinfection is emphasized by
ledical Officer.

Faation,

The returns for year ending December 3ist, 1899, show that only about 314 per cent. of
ren born escaped vaccination.

'_ﬂ'ur.r,w Accommodation—This is good, the houses generally being brick-built and substantial,
there is no slum property or overcrowding. In some cottages there are minor defects such as
est remedied by a house-to-house inspection. Many water-closets are flushed by hand.

\Drainage—The town was drained by Earl Brownlow 3o vears ago, and the sewage conveyed
of the District to a stream some distance away.

\Scavenage —At present each householder removes his house-refuse to a public tip, and Dr.
aker recommends that householders should be required to provide ashboxes, and that the
cil should contract for their frequent emptying.

Water Swupplv—This is pure and ample from the Liverpool mains. The average daily
amption was 12 gallons.

rades.—5Slanghter-houses and bakehouses have been duly inspected. There are no common
g houses and no offensive trades. A register of Milksellers and Cow-Keepers will in future
pt.

ELLESMERE (Rural),

Medical Officer of Health E T. WHITAKER, M.B, B.SC., D.P.H.
Area 1n acres (cxclusive of area covered by water) i 52,000
Census population, 1891 5 8,119

General Character of the District.—ls a purely agricultural district of 10 parishes and consists
ms with cottages, a number of country residences and some small villages, of which
aurch with about 50 houses is the largest, whilst Cockshutt, Hudnall, Welshampton and
1ill are the only others containing 30 houses. The surface of the land is mostly a succession
oderate gradients, but some parts are very flat. The subsoil is largely gravel and clay with

Several of the farms supply milk wholesale to places outside the District.
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Statistics for igoo.
The estimated population in 1900 was 8,150.

Death-rate per 1000 population from
-—| Infant |
: I [ I Bronchitis i Death- | B
Period. sre vl | | Other ! | rate per
Al | €0 | Epidemie - Poneumonia, Heart 5
Chief - |Phthises.| Tubercnlar, T o | Caneer. | 1000
Canses. | Zymotics. [nflul,uﬂa.ll | Diseaszes. PI"_EEHJ' Disease. births.
| E | |
|__ ] .. | | I B
18900 16-7 | -7 (U 12 al 2.3 14 | 07 146
|
i - NG | | O e =
[ | 1
| | | |
1899 66 | 11 | | ‘ 152 | o2
l ' |
Deaths.

A very large proportion of the deaths were those of old people, the cause in many cases be}
given as “old age,” and_no fewer than 25 exceeded 8o years of age.

Infectious Disease.

Scarlet Fever.—Six cases were notified, 5 of which were a continuance of tre small out
at the end of last year. There were 8 cases of Diphtheria and 2 of Typhoid, one of the la
being imported.

Measles.—Tetchill schools were closed on account of this disease.

Disinfection—The Council are advised to obtain a sprayving apparatus for housewalls,
steam disinfector for clothing bedding, &c.

House Accommodation—This is, on the whole satisfactory, but in some cases water is much needj!

Drainage—Dr. Whitaker says: “ Hadnall would be i1mproved by draining the horsewash th

W ater Supply—Baschurch is supplied by shallow wells in the gravel. Many of these
contaminated and the advisability is suggested of * providing a well of the North end of the vill
pumping by a wind engine into a service reservoir, and distrbuting the water by gravitation to s
pipes through the village.” As regards Cockshutt it is recommended that the public supply
is piped to a tank at the north end of the village should be carried through the village to
south end. At Hadnall the supply is unsatisfactory, and as the houses are scattered, the prob}§-

is a difficult one to deal with.
Registered Places.

Slaughter-houses and Balchouses are few in number and satisfactorily kept. There aref
common lodging houses nor offensive trades. :

Dairies and Cowsheds.—The register needs revision from time to time, and the
adopted regulations should be enforced,

Sanitary Ins f;ﬁ? ion.

There is one samtary inspector (Mr. Green) who serves two other districts, one rural and
urban. As the District is a large one requiring constant attention the appointment of an assi
inspector i advised, as it is not possible for one to do all the work that should be done.
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LUDLOW (Rural).
Medical Officer of Health G. A. SHACKLF, LR.C.P.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) .. 66595
Census population, 1891 ¥y 10818
!._*'fs for 1001.

“he estimated population in 1goo was 10,818

| Death-rates per 1000 population from
: i _ . . | Infang
l | Death- .
| | ‘ R Birth-
cod. Seven Other Bronchitis, rite per
! C All | Chief IEE"IE:;:: (Phthisis.| Tubere. | Pneumonia, | Cancer. | Heart. | 1000 FKE.
et Ll IE._\'muli(-:.-. Sl | | Diseases. | Pleurisy, &c.| Birihs.
| B | | : i il | . .|_
| |
00 | 150 0.6 .r 0-8 | 08 ‘ 0-27 246 0-9 ; 1-5 823 224
| ' , . '
e for| |
years, | 156 1-0 . : 106 278
T.1899 |

fons Iisease.

scarlet Fever: 17 persons living in g houses were attacked and 1 death resulted. Eight of
cases occurred in Bromfield parish, the infection being spread by some mild cases which
mistaken for measles. Three cases occurred in Stokesay and 3 in East Hamlet, and in both
s the infection was imported.

embranous Croup . there was one case in the Cainham district. 7 yphoid.—There were 3
ns attacked in 3 houses and 1 death resulted. Diarrhea: see under “ Water Supply.”

influenza caused g deaths.

1l Accommmodation.

Dr. Shackel recommends the Council to approach the Borough with a view to a conjoint
LE.

ichool Closure—East Hamlet, Bromfield, Bitterley, Stanton Lacy and Hayton schools were

"on account of Measles, and Cainham school on account of Whooping Cough.

Vater Supply—In Luaford parish, town water has been laid on.

oin the Clee Hill during }anuary, 1goo, there were a great many cases of diarrhea, which
e was not prevalent elsewhere. Dr. Shackel aseribes this “ to the snow and the heavy rains
ollowed washing many impurties into the drinking water supplies, which are largely lierl‘ve.l
surface water. Good water has been laid on to Farden, but the scattered cottages at
bury and elsewhere are still without a good supply.”
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LUDLOW (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health (C. B. CRANSTOUN, M.B.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) . 180
Total population at all ages ... 4,460 ]
Number of inhabited houses ... T 959 | AﬂtrF;eBr;s'gs
Average number of persons per hoiese ... - 4'6 J

Phyisical Features,

“ Ludlow is a small agrienitural town on the southern border of Shropshire, about 360 feet above sg
“level. It is situated on n large spur of limestone rock which rises at the lower end of the Corve valleg
* On the north-west and south side it is separated from the snrrounding hills by the rivers Corve and Temg
* On the east side the ground gradually rises till it becomes eontinnouns with the Clee Hill Kange.

“ The geological formations with their overhanging deposits within the boundary of the Borough'@l
* Ludlow, may be briefly deseribed thns :—

" Taking a line from the Castle through the Bull Ring to the Sandpits, the following strata will i§
" passed throngh : —the Castle itself stands upon a mass of Upper Ludlow Rock., Before reaching the Towy
*“ Hall the '* Downton Sandstone” crops up. This is overlain by gravel, increasing in thickness as W
“proceed through High Street towards the Eull Ring, where is found a deep bed of coarse gravel and clay
* with large boulder stones. This is followed in Upper Galdeford by a thick bed of red marl overlving olil
* ghales and old red sandstone. Taking a second line at right angles to the first, that is to say, from &
** bottom of Old Street through the Bull Bing, to the bottom of Corve Street, we find for some distance W
** 0ld Street gravel upon blue clay overlying the old red sandstone, but that at alont one-third up the streel|
** the Downton Sandstone comes to the surface and continnes to within a short distance of the top where
* mass of hard '* Blue rock " extends to the Bull Ring."”

Statistics for 1900.

The estimated population in 1goo was 4,001.

Death-rates per 1000 population from |
— = = —| Infant |
3z Death- | . 8
: 3 Bronchitis, | Birthe
Period. Seven T Other 5 : rate per | ’
gl | , Chiet | RS ey | mabereutr] FpEnmmonie: | Hoort | concer, | 000 | 748
Zymotics. Diseases. sy 2 ! l- births. {
e = — == = | = i
1900 21:3 2:9 05 07 0-5 | 2-0 18 15 107 .l 818
—— — ——— ———— e — | S — ——I—
! | i
Average of 10 . -
vears, 1890 | |
—1893 ..| 188 0-88 . i | | 131 | 23

The Marriage-rale Was 237 per 1,000 persons living, against 22°4 for the preceding to years.

The Birth-rate was notably above the average. Of the total number registered 7'8 per cent. wel
illegitimate, against an average of 9°z per cent. during the previous 10 years.

Infectious Discase—The borough was free [rom Scarlet Fever, but a severe outbreak
Measles from May to October necessitated much school closure and caused 10 deaths. Wil
regard to the val_uf: of disinfection :1ftgr_ measles the experience of Paris in 1895-99 clearly sho
“ that as the ratio of disinfections diminished the number of deaths from measles increased.”
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Ludlow (L.

T yphoid —Of 7 cases noted, 2 were imported, and a third was in a house in which typhoid

rred in 1899, the patient’s discharges being thrown into the privy, the contents of which had
= removed through the house in 1899.

| Di plitheria.—2 cases occurred. There were associated insanitary conditions in both.

| Vaccination - statistics are furnished for the past 1o years, which show that the pumber of
ccinated children is low.

| Isolation Hospital —The Council is advised to make this provision either separately or in
nnation with the Rural Council

reulosis—Dr. Cranstoun’s special report is quoted in Part L

ber.—The findings of the Midland Medical Association’s Committee are quoted. (See Partl.)

= Supply—Good both in quantity and quality.

rage S ystem.

A new scheme is being carried out which will be capable of draining the areas which it is
osed to embrace in the extended Borough. “ It is highly necessary that the work should be
= with as little delav as possible, for there are houses from which the drains have beeen cut off,
} no permission yet given to connect with the new sewer.”

‘nage.—The importance of water-tight house drains is emphasized, and the disconnection of

pipes from drains by gully-trap at foot is recommended. Large ‘cesspool’ street gullies should
bolished.

wing Accommodalion.—17 dwellings were condemned during the year. The provisions of the
» Act are briefly summarized:

cement and Refuse Disposal.

The ever-increasing accumulation at Smithfield tip is a public nuisance and a menace to the
‘h ot the town. The provision of a Destructor is recommended.

ghter-iouses were specially reported on, and improvements have resulted.
shouser, and Duairies and Cowsheds, were regularly inspected, the latter are capable of much

povement.  Dr. Cranstoun’s good work in regard to prevention of Tuberculosis in Milch Cows
b=scribed in Part L.

' One dairy voluntarily ceased to supply milk because of Scarlet Fever occurring on the premises.

lanary of Recommendations.

t.—Abolition of Smithfield Tip, and provision of Destructor.
2.—Extension of water-carriage system.
3.-——Improvement of housing of poor.

 4.—Examination of existing sewers and preparation of correct sewerage map.

5— Provision of Isolation Hospital.
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MARKET DRAYTON (Rural).

Medieal Officer of Health

Total population at a

A. MACQUEEN, M.D.

Area in acres (ewclusive of area covered by water) ... 51,383
U ages ... 11,069 I
Number of inhabited houses .. 2,613 At Census
of 18 1.
reons per howse .. . 4°'58 I

Average number of pe

Phusical Features.—The Rural Sanitary District of Drayton comprises an area of upwards

—————

51,000 acres situated 1 the great central plain of England, at an elevation of about 3oo feet. T
land in general contour is level, well watered and highly cultivated, and the greater portion is drain

by the River Tern in its winding course to the Severn.

Near the centre of the District is the to

of Market Drayton. The formation throughout is the New Red Sandstone, which attains its great
elevation in England in the Hawkstone Hills near the western limit of the District.

Statisties for 1900,

The estimated population in 1900 was 11,465.

¥
Death-rates per 1000 population from |
—_ - —_————— e | Infant
: | bl Death- .
Pariod. 3 Brouchitis, | | Birth-
All gﬁ'ﬁ? | Epidemie Phthisi .I{?tlt;ﬂ | Prneumonia, Hakik l c | m{gulaer rate.
Causes. | ., ' | Influenza. i (Pl P P B | s [
ymotics. | Diseases. de | _ | births
: | |
14500 156 1-04 15 06 37 | 26 0-7 170 24-5
| I Py | R
Average of § !
preceding | |
Vears. 166 | . Tt | £ i | : 122 | 2638

Marriages.— I'he marnage-rate was 12°4 per 1,000 population, against an average of 131 for t

preceding 10 years.
Infeetions Disease.—There

and mumps were prevalent

were 53 cases of notifiable disease, viz., 36 of scarlet fever, 11
diphtheria, 4 of erysipelas, and 2 of enteric, both of which were imported. Whooping cough, measl
in certain parishes Schools were temporarily closed on account
infectious discase in Woodseaves, Little Drayton, Hinstock, and Child's Ercall.

Valuntary Nn!r}‘_:‘mfimi of * Phthisis. —Acting upon Dr. Macqueen's advice, the Council hav

adopted this measure

Hospital Isolativn_and Stean Disinfeetion.—No provision of either kind has yet been made.
il 1 ek

Arsenical Newrilis.—Some 3o cases came lo light in December, which were caused by drinki

e ———— 1 m ¥ . o =
Leer containing small quantities of arsenic. A warning circular was sent to all beer sellers, and o
brewery company withdrew contaminated beer from sale, and ordered their stock to be destroyed.
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ol Drayboi.

House Accommodation is generally adequate in quantity, but in some parls there is great room for
svement as to fitness. Building Bye-laws are about to be drawn up.

Sewerage.— A system of sewerage for Little Drayton has been commenced. Market Drayton will

~equire attention. The sewers are now regularly flushed in dry seasons.

xerement and Refuse Disposal. —'The number of W.C’s is gradually increasing in Market
on. There is no public system of scavenging.

ater Supply.—The town of Market Drayton has an excellent service of upland surface water
the reservoirs at Blore Heath. The supply of the surrounding villages is unsatisfactory, and no
1 action has yet been taken.

gistered Places,.—Lodging houses, bakehouses, and slaughter houses are regularly inspected.
2s, &c., are regis_l;:rt:-::l, but are not inspected.

NEWPORT (Rural).

Medical Oficer of Health M. GEPP, L.R.CP.E, D.P.H.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by waler) ... .- 22,045
Census tpopulation 1891 .. . o 6,563

cal and General Characleristics.

The Distriet comprises 22 945 aeres lying upon the Eastern border of the County. The Northern and
larger part is on the Shropshire plain, varying in elevation from 150 to 300 'eet, and lying in the Bunter
Beds of the New Red Sandstone. This part is entively agrienltural and eontainsg the villages of Edgmond
and Tibberton with some smaller ones. The Southern and much smaller part rises rather rapidly, reachioy
some 500 feet elevation at the extreme border on the South, and comprising the apex of the extensive trian-
angular Cealfield which has its base some miles to the South. This part lies npon the Coal Measures, with u
small isolated outerop of wuch broken and older strata forming Lilleshall Hill, on and arvound which is the
village of Lilleshall. The natural drainage is by various small streams from the South and East fowing
towards the West, and falling into the Tern river outside the Distriet. There are several eollieries and some
engineering ironworks in the Southern part, and the population is relatively denser, but mnch scattered in
groups of dwellings, and for the most part induostrial.

fics for I1000.

fistimated population, 6506.

Death-rates per 1000 popuolation from

Infant
Death- 3
All Seven s Other | Bronehitis, H rate per B"'Eth'
| Gairea Chief IJ]Ihl : 1IC bt hisis.| Tubere | Pnenmonia, i CATE ) pancer. 1000 rate.
Pl Z_],'m::-lica,l et [)isenﬂes.!l’leuris}r, o e births.
| it
176 U-30 04 12 | 06 3-2 | 13 16 [ 129 251
’ |
L= - R . SILILC S
| |

vo| 163 1-04 123 25-4

—_—
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Newport
Intectious Diseqse.

Searlet Feger.  Fifteen mild cases affecting 13 houses occurred in the parish of Lilleshall
October and the School becoming implicated was closed for a few weeks.

‘I'here were also one case of diptheria and one of typhoid, but in both the source of infection
obscure,

Jufluenza cansed 6 deaths.

lsolation and Disinfection. There is no hospital or provision for public disinfection.

House A ceaamodation

In the agricultural area the houses are generally adequate in number and fitness, but in t
industrial portion are less satisfactory, many houses of the ** Barrack” order remaining, often
one storey, poorly built and unceiled. damp and ill-ventilated. The owners have closed some 3
of the very worst, and has effected certain improvements to others, but many are incapable §
being made really habitable Systematic house inspection and subsequent action by the Coung
when necessary are recommended.

Sewerage.

Improvements, forming part of a scheme for the thorough drainage of the village of Edgmon
have been effected, two offensive outfalls into ditches having been cut off, and an efficient sews
lud. Some 300 or 400 yards of piped sewer has also been laid in School lane, for the Scho
and several houses. The disposal of sewage at present i1s by 4 separate outfalls upon land. |

Fxcrement Disposal : with few exceptions, by outside privies with underground vaults.

Warer Hngg.{_}f.

Church Aston and Chetwynd Aston have had supplies laid on from the town of Newpo
during the past year or two.

At Edgmond a principal resident has made a deep boring on his property, by which water
raised by a wind-engine to a ro,000 gall. reservoir, whence it is laid on to 8 dwellings and alsf
supplies a public fountain.

Tibpertom.  ‘The supply of this village is in an unsatisfactory state. The medical officer mad§
a series of amalyses of representative well waters, and a copy of his report was sent to the Locd]
Government Board, but was not supplied to the County Council.

Lilleshall. The supply of this village was also specially reported on, but a copy of thi
report was not sent to the County Council. Its main points are set out in the Medical Office
annual report, and as they largely accord with the statements in the County Medical Office
recent report, it is unnecessary to reproduce them.

Canal Boats, Daivies and Cowsheds, Bakehouses, &e., are looked after under the Acts and Ordel
L] e focianl] : 1 [l

—ERIE e ——

regulating them.
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NEWPORT (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health M. GEPP, L.R.CP.E., D.P.H,
Area tn acves (exclusive of area covered by wafer - 7509
Census population, 1891 ... e 3,404

ol and Genernl Characler,

The Distriet comprises 759 acres lying on the eastern border of the County, very level in eontonr,
the weneral elevation being some 250 ft. The natural drainage is to the West, but there i3 no stream
of any importance. The subsoil is the Bunter beds of the New Red Sandstone. The district includes
the market and residential town of Newport. consisting chiefly of one wide street about a mile in length,

| with several passages, narrow lanes and conrts running at right angles from it. About the centre
there is some crowding of hounses upon aren. To east rnd west is open eountry, with extensioos of
more modern building along the roads converging to the town, and some outlying eollections of houses.

'E,i‘ {fir 1‘19!"?1‘7'.

istimated population, 3,409.

Death-rates per 1000 population from
e Infant
| Death- ’
] - o Birth-
iod. | Seven : | Other Bronchitis, rate par
G_:"LI”: Cuief | E]IE::E?;: {Phithisis.| Tubere. Pnenmonia, DE?:;L Cancer. | 1000 L
| VR | Zymoties, 5 | Diseages. [Pleurisy, &e.|™ Births.
i -
l ' '
00 i 161 | 0-3 : 0-8 | 1-7 0-2 14 02 2-2 BA 23-8
gl ¥ 3 i o s | S
; |
rage of| |
ding ! I
LA e | 1@ T [P % 115 | 247
| | | |

* Average for 3 years.

Jne case of scarlet fever which was removed to the Isolation Hospital, 1 of diphthena and
perysipelas were the only cases notified.

ton Hospital and Disinfection.

Ihere is an isolation hospital consisting of caretaker's cottage and two wards built on to it,
sle of isolating three cases of each sex suffering from the same disease.

There is no provision for public disinfection, and the Council were not disposed to g0 to the
se of providing a small steam-disinfecting apparatus.

= Adecommodalion.

Adequate in amount and for the most part also in fitness, though there are a good many old
s in a poor and worn out condition, mainly in the lanes and passages about the centre of
own. A good deal of improvement in respect of defective conditions of paving, dlainage,
-disposal, &c., is being gradually effected, and the institution of a systematic house-to-house
ry survey is recommended



54 Newport

Housing of the Working Classes, 1890. Two houses reported last year have been ma:
thoroughly habitable  The Zrection of New Buildings is controlled by Bye-laws.

Sewerage and Drainaye.
. ol

Plans have been apopted and negotiations completed for re-sewering parts of the town needi
it, and for providing a proper outfall and system of treatment. It is recommended that when t
new sewerS are laid, the Council should require every drain to be tested and if necessary relai
before alluwing it to be concreted. !

Excrement Disposal. There are from 150 to 2zoo water closets and some 6oo privies. “T
el )

“provision of new sewers will enable the Council to call for the substitution of waterclosets f
““defective privies in many places.”

Removal &¢c. of House Refuse: There is a system of public scavenging by a contractor to t
Council, but undue delay occurs at times, and the Council is giving close attention to the matte

Water Supply: an excellent and unfailing supply from 3 borings in the New Red Sandsto
15 laid on to the houses and to public standpipes.

Common Lodging House, Slaughterhouses, FBakehouses, Dairies, &c., aie regularly inspected a

kept in accordance with the byelaws and regulations governing them.

Inspection of Meat. With the co-operation of the raillway officials, attention is being direct

to the quality of carcases from the surrounding country which pass through Newport en rouie
towns in the Midlands.

OAKENGATES (Urban.)

Medieal! Officer of Health .. o B, T. WHITARER, M.B., B5.C, D.P.H.

Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) .. e 3607

Formation and General Character of the Distriet,

The area wvﬂ'ﬂl! by the present District of Qakeugates, i= the centre of an important coal a
iron producing locality, um!_ltunm«!,. previous to 1898, a part of each of the rural districts
Wellington, Newport u]u]1 Shl!ll:hl]. The population and sanitary conditions are, however, such t
energetic and mmpr&:l_mn.*'-lvl: action under urban powers was called for, and the urban district
therefore cull!ﬁtit:“t't'll in 1898. 1t includes several thickly populated areas, and a good deal
open country With scattered cottages, built with little atteution to sanitary requirements. T
Rateable Value 18 relatively much less than that of the other urban districts in the County.
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Onkengates.
seties ﬁ}j' 190,

The estimated population in 1900 was 10,800, and the averag

e number of oepy 8
believed to be 5. -8 i

" s e ——
' Death-rates per 1000 popnlation from |
' T T R
! | ' ' Death. .
pricd. | | Beven |q.. : Other | Bronchitis, rate Birth-
{Hﬁilm | Chief Efﬂlﬂm': \Phthisis., Tubere. | Pneumonia, | Cancer. | Heart, Iﬂu!ij]“ Rate.
| Zymoties. S Discages. |Pleurisy, &e. Births,
s I — _l ! s | _— —
| I
: 900 157 | 1-4 i 02 02 06 25 0-5 0-9 135 149
B, I 4.3 — LSS g AN
I'Ee Uf I I [} :
iceding | | _ I [
8 .. | 184 ‘ | ’ | | | 181 318

| The Infant Mortality Rate, though a great improvement on 1899, leaves much to he desired.
of these infants succumbed to diarrheea, and several others died from faulty nutrition.
alsc Part I.)
ttivus Disease.

| Typhoid.—Twenty-four cases occured in 14 houses, and were spread over the first nine months
pe year 1B cases were closely associated with specifically infected privies, middens or adjacent
ads, 2 cases were imported and 4 were untraced.

(. Scariet Frver.—Fifty-seven cases occurred in 34 houses, and no fewer thanm 23 were either
d, third, or fourth cases in one house.—** This, is of course, due to the fact that in most

ces there is no isolation of the sufferer from the other children in the house, nor can there
The mild type of the disease and its consequent non-recognition contributed to its spread,

Diphtheria.—5 cases occurred, but in none was an obvious source of infection ascertained,

fion Hospitul and Steam  Disinfection.—During the year a special report was submitted
*r. Whitaker on this question, recommending the joint provision by the Urban Councils of
ington and Oakengates of a properly constructed sanitorium. Both Councils approved of the
iple, and invited Wellington Rural to join, but that Counecil declined.

l:i‘:ﬂﬂffﬂ_". —The last iillllllllﬂte years refurns show an unvaccinated percentage of 22. Thnre
were no conscientions objection certifieates. "

] ..‘1l,'.'nl"r.in.i.rH"l’ﬂflll.‘H.— ':HI!.‘-'-]LHIE IHU.‘-ZT,.],_\' of j-ifl.lal” L:qrtl;lgﬂ:‘i ucc“pjed by ecolliors nm_'l irr.uwﬂr]-:m
-~ are lmi]'lr, in dﬂﬁ!:ite streets, but many are scattered about very irregularly, giving rise to
Herable tilf'hr'll'IT-_‘f n serving them by any regular system of sewers and wateimains. Man

s are defective in respect to eaves spouting, paving, drainage, and execrement disposal, and the
er officer again urges a systematic house-to-house sanitary survey, aud the employment of 4
e-time inspector, or of an assistant to the present inspector who is also survevor. LVenty-ong
Ii':lwe'llmgs‘ were built :1urm:g the year, and Dr. Whitaker calls attention to the necessity for
ing a suitable code of Building Bye-laws,
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the year the Council instructed Mr. Berrington, C.E., to prepare a complete scheme a
! sewering the district. The scheme provided for a single outfall at the north end, f
ent, and for discharge of effluent into the brook, the estimated cost being* £29,700.

estimate
land tred

;‘ﬁ'fﬂ‘t){!‘”‘ :

Water 3§
of the §

This is done by the Council. A more frequent collection of house refuse is desirabl

ply.—A scheme was devised by Mr. Stooke in 1899, but is in abeyance in consequer
t Shropshire Syndicate’s and the County Council proposals. y

Wghter-house byelaws and Dairies, Cowsheds and Millshops regulations have been adopf
Lut withthe present stafl’ it is not possible to give these districts the attention they requ
ufes are generally properly kept. There are no common lodging houses.

OSWESTRY (Bural),

 Medical Officer of Health ... W. pe La P. Beresrorp, B.A, M.D.
ea in acres (ezelusive of area covered by water) ... th 72,407
s population 1891... 4,030

pated population in 1900— 15,400,

Dieath-rates per 1000 population from
. - 3 . — | Infant
. S Death-
sl . | Bronciitis ) |
Reven : : Other w2k rate
P | cniet [apidemic | pychiges| Tubercular| FREUMONI | Gancer. | Heart. | per 1000
* | Zymoties. ) | Diseases. ,[-: Fas] births.
| |
15-06 0-18 0-8 07 0-06 2-6 07 1:3 845
| ‘ |
i
[ |
i |
I
Raiase.

snty-four cases ol diphtheria, and 17 of scailet fever, were notitied. Ten of these we
ace of the fjut.hlnrrnk which commenced in Ruyton-xi-Towns in December, 1899, A sys ™
n of the dl?‘hrlct was made, and many dangerous nuisances removed. All the infected prem
roughly disinfected, and every precaution taken. The cases of searlet JFever were is

vere ep'_idﬁm"f of Iufluenza occurred at the Workhouse at Morda, There were 13 deaths in
ym this eause. :
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ging Accommodation.
[In the report of Mr. Richards, the sanitary inspector, which is appended to Dr Beres
Letor states that he found many houses damp and in an unsatisfactory nﬁllfill-l_uu i resp
troughing, closet accommoidation, drainage, &c. A com ulitl:lﬂﬂ of the ﬁi}lllrlfill visited 4
or Chirk Bank, and ordered important alterations, which are in progress I'wo houses
r, leresford az unfit for human habitation.

he District Couneil has recently adopted building bye-laws, which * have had a most
gon the néw erections.”

r b‘rqﬂ&.

he Pant water supply had to be eut off for two months to permit.of the reservoirs being
paired  The District Couneil are endeavouring to acquire these works from the Earl of
- water-schemes are proposed for Nantmawr and Treflach. The necessity for examinati
¥ at Gobowen is mentioned.

OSWESTRY (Urban),

Medical Officer of Health W. pE LA P. BERESFORD, B.A, M.
Area in ac. es (exclusive of urea covered 6y waler ) .. 1888 i

Total pn_ﬁ;r.!'qz‘r'an at all ages ... <t v : 8046 At Cenals s,
Number of inhabited houses ... . . ) 1778 of pr
Average number of persons per house .. 5'0 18g1.

Estimated population in 19oo, gj50.

: Deaths per 1000 population from
Infant
. ' | - Bronehitiz i | Deaths Birth
mod. | |  Seven i | Other di I | Ente per |
f'ql?fqla . Chief |Influenza. Phthisis. Tnbercnlar P;ii;l:‘::;l:lﬂ.. nl._lmﬂ | Cancer. | 1000 Rate.
AANBES- T Zymotics. Diseases. | ‘I!r' i i Births.
| | | i . i
| - — — —— T __-_I-——_|I_—l— | e e e i | — —:-—..__
bo | o B
16-3 07 0-4 [ 07 -t I 2-1 1-3 05 106 | 259
1 | |
-. -—i - | - — e — - S—_— ——-—&T——n—-
for | ' i
99..| 174 S e . . = i y 187 |FETa

e increase of the death-rate from 156 in 1899 to 174 in 1900 is ascribed to an epidémic of
za which caused, directly or indireetly, no less than 24 deaths in the House of Industry which
chargeable to the Borough.

ioug [iseose, i }

- = : -
Fhree eases of enterie, 3 of diphtheria, 9 of scarlet fever, and 5 of erysipelas were rF.'-|?ﬂl‘t'Elﬁ~,_,_--(lnn
enteric and one of diphtheria were imported.  Two cases of enteric were associated with 1)11;};'1]13]}'
» "gw '-1". .
*drainage eonditions, :

fluenza caused 4 deaths.
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Housing  Aceommodation,

There are very few unhealthy or overcrowded houses, and the sanitary condition of the Borough |
ab present good,  © The pew streets, however, in course of construction are very much cut up, and i
consequence damp and not very healthy. . . . . The anxiety of the public to be the first inhab
tants of new houses is not easily {'!}‘.EJI:IEI'I-J'I"]I"-, .+ . . atany rate, a new housze built in wet waaths
without conerete basement or subsoil drainage must of necessity take a considerable time to dry an
warm up to a healthy standard.” |

Removal of House Rejus, is now effected daily by the Couneil.

Sewage Disposal.

The htlctel'inlngic-.ll filter beds *“ have done all and more than was expeeted of them, and have turne
it a great suceess. The purification of the stream along its course is wonderful.”

Water Supply s ample and good.

SHIFNAL (Bural.)

Medical Officer of Health E. T. WHITAKER, M.B., B.SC., D.P.H.

Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) .. 43651

{eneral Characlers of District,

It is mostly of an undulating character, though in parts very flat, and overlies a succe
of the New Red Sandstone series (Keuper, Bunter, and Permian), the Coal Measures crop
out at the extreme west border of the District. In addition to a few country mansions and so
small villages and hamlets, there are the more urban communities of Shifnal and Albright
Shifnal is the more populous, and constitutes a * contributory area.’

Stalistics for 1900.

The estimated population in 1goc was 8gso.

Death-rates per 1000 population from ;
B = Epp— x —| Infant
. Death- -
Period. All Seven Epidemic | | Other Bronchitis, rate per Br::
Canses. | . Chief Inflnengza, Phthisis. Tubere. | Pnenmonia, | Heart | Cancer. | 1000
' Zymoties. | s | Diseases. Plewvisy, &e. Births.
. L o T SR
1900 16-6 0§ 1-7 0-7 05 | 2-9 1-3 06 | 112
Average of
2 preceding 4
VEArs ] e 101




59 ghifnal,

velions Dizease.

There were 8 cases of scarlet fever, 3 of typhoid, and 1 of erysipelas. One of he typhoids
imported.

Influenza caused 16 deaths.

wation ond Disinfection.

The provision of a cottage with caretaker for the reception of infectious cases and the
~hase of a steam disinfector and a sprayer are recommended.

Vaceination Returns are very satisfactory, as only about g9 per cent. excepted up to the
of the year.

csing Accommodation generally satisfactory, but some dwellings are very old and almost

repair. Bye-laws relating to new streets and buildings are about to be adopted for Shifnal
1 and Albrighton.

wrage and Scavenging,

A scheme for the sewering of Shifnal town by Mr. Berrington, C.E., at a cost of about
5,000, i1s approaching completion, and the Council have contracted for frequent and regular
senging of house refuse and privy pits.

At Albrighton, there is need for similar improvement in the same direction.
At Tong, sewage disposal appears to be satisfactory.
Yer Supply.

Shifnal town, Kemberton, and possibly Stirchley, are about to be supplied with Harrington
=r by agreecment with Wenlock, and a better supply for Tong and Tong Norton is contemplated.

gigtered Places,

Common Lodging Houses are regulated by a Code of Bye-laws under the 1851 Act.  In regard
Dairies and Cowsheds, the Model Regulations are in force, and bye-laws are about to bhe
pted for the management of slaughter-houses.

wances : bye-laws for the Prevention of Nuisances, and the cleansing of footways, closets,
have been adopted.

SHEEWSBURBRY (Urban.)
\ Medical Officer of Health M. GEPP, 1,R.C.P.E., D.P.H,,
Area 1n acres (exclusive of area covered by water) 3525.

Lotal population at all ages ... 2 26967
Number of inhabited houses ... 5600 J At Census of 1891,

Awverage number of persons per house ... 48
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Shrewahg

FPhysical Featypeg of the Districl.

_"_'—'__'—-—.____

“The Borough gumpl'iﬁh-‘j :-1,_.":-2.5 acres, forming an area nearly equal in ]e:ngl:h and breadth, and roughly
e ;lllﬂdmng“]ar, This area lies in the Valley of the Severn, whicl is here wide and open, having a gradua
“fall to the river and varying in elevation from 150 feet to 260 feet above sea level. The geologica
“ fovmation is varied, the Permian Red Sandstone across the centre, with the Bunier beds of the New Red
** Bandstone to the North, and the Coal measures on the South. The actual subsoil is, however, mainl
“*river drift of varving and generally considerable thickness, in places stiff clay, but generally sandy and
“dry in the upper part, with clay underlying at greater or less depth. The contonr offers good natural
** drainage to the Severn, which owing to its devions course flows over a length of sowe eight miles eithe
3 ﬂll‘ﬂﬂgh, or along the horders of, the Dstrict. The actual lengih of its Bow through the District is abong
* three miles. g

“The old town of Shrewshury stands on two hills, of generally moderate ascent, but steep in parts, and
** mearly surrounded by the river, which here forms a horseshoe curve some two miles in length with a width
** across the neck of some 400 yards. This enclosed part is for the most part densely built npon. Of the
“* varions suburbs across the river, Frankwell forms an old settlement on the North West with modern
** extensions along the main roads radiating from it. Kingsland is a modern residential suburb to the Sont
“ West, Coleham an old settlement to the South East with Belle Vue, » modern extension, adjoining ; a
“* Abbey Foregate, old near the river and modern and residential further ont, lies to the East. To the North
* East, on the low lying ground outside the neck of the peninsula, is the eomsiderable district of Castle
** Fields, built over for the most part some forty to fifty vears ago and forming an artisan residential
" quarter.”

Statisties for 1900,

The estimated population in 1900 was 27,473,

Death-rates per 1000 popualation from |
S R : —— 1 Infuunt
4' | f Death- | Birthe
Period. Seven S Other | Bronchitis, rate per| - .
Clﬁ::eﬁ Chief :ﬁllal:if:::m“ |Phthisis.| Tubere. | Pneunmonia, Heark Cancer. | 1000 | mtu"
" | Zymotics. | T Diseases. |Plenrisy, &c. Birth. |
- RS L ta il - S =
| 1
1900 19°5 129 | 08 1-49 0:5 BB | ad 0-8 | 157 245
L I | |
Average of 10 1 ;
preceding ) !
-:'EMH an 18.‘1 l "i | - . L] - 1‘1!5 21 'i
[

Phthisis eaused 41 deaths, other forms of tubercular diseases 15, influenza 24, cancer 23
diphtheria 5, and enteric fever 4.

The Zymotic “lfilill-i'-iilﬂ‘- (1°29), compares favourable with figures for the country generally 2-00,
and also with ﬂ}‘mﬁ “L'}?_} for England and Wales less the 100 largest towns, the only disease
which the mortality was higher in Shrewshury during 1900 having been whooping cough,

Dr. Gepp suggests that the L;lrl'IJtJr;le.:|1 ohtain abstracts from the recent Census returns aa
the Prr‘P“rﬁﬂuﬂl area and population of the various parts of the Borough, as there are no suel
ﬁgureg al F[‘E‘Hﬂ“t ﬂ'l'il.l-i.llb].(‘,
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sdenca of Infections [isease.

Searlet Fever.

Forty-four scatterad and non-fatal cases arose in 35 houses, but there was no epidemic pre?&lﬁﬂﬂ?-

Diphtheria.

Thirty-five cases oceurred in 31 houses. In two or three instances there was a grouping of 3
# cases in one locality, with evidence of spread by association at school or play, and a prevalence
uspicious sore throat in the neighbourhood.

Enteric or Typhoid.

34 cases came to light. Inecluding 1898 and 1899 there have only been 3 years with a lower
aber, and Dr. Gepp says “there is therefore reason for the belief that this disease, the epidemic
valence of which has constituted the ° black-spot’ of the borough, i1s being sensibly reduced.”

3 consecutive years the mortality from enteric has been below that of the country generally, as
I as below the average vate for the Borough. The essentinl preventive measures recommended
(1) a wholesome water-supply laid on to the houses, and (2) the removal of defective conditions
Trains and sewers which give rise to soil-pollution.

The provision of special “typhoid-pails” for the reception of infected excreta is again urged.

Summer Diarvhea.—The prevalence of this disease iz an important indication of the existence
. filth laden atmosphere. In Shrewsbury the death-rate per 10,000 population during the summer
ter, as against 19 for England and Wales, and 11 for England excluding the large towns

disis and Tubereulosis,—The adoption of a system of wvoluntary notification is recommended,

fall in the phthisis death-rate in the country generally during the last 20 vears, has oceurred
shrewsbury only during the last 5 years.

tlal Isolation.

There 1s a small emeigency hospital of six beds for cases of small-pox or cholera. It 1is
dent in several cssentials of equipment, and its use for the reception of scarlet fever has been
ed, but at the entire cost of the patients’ friends for nursing and maintenance, and hence it
been but little used. During the year the Sanitary Committee considered Dr. Gepp's report on
isolation requirements of the Borongh, but were indisposed to recommend the necessary outlay for
2cheme,

Yie Disiniection.— Apparvatus  for spraying walls and for fumigation by formie aldebyde have
obtained, and it is hoped that a public steam disinfeeting station will be very shortly provided,

Acecommodation.—Is  generally adequate in amount, and though many very old houses do
afford wholesome conditions of habitation, it is exeeptional to find one susceptible of direet
n for closure. There are no tenement houses and verv little overcrowding  There is generally
space about houses, but in limited areas of the old town, and in Frankwell and Coleham also,
buildings are, in places, densely packed upon area, and there are numerous ¢shuts’ or passages
ng oft the older sticets, often opening into conrts surrounded by honses, but as a rule forming
open spaces.
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Dr. Gepp considers that there is a real want of new houses in good _situal;in:-ns to let at about

5/ per week ingluding rates. In addition there is a large population earning 18/- to 21/ per week

who cannot afford to rim_y this rental, and who consequently live in old, small and often otherwisa

unsatisfactory houses at remts varying from 2/- to 4/. per week. He therefore suggests caveful

examination of the matter by the  Corporation, and if desirable, purchase of land and erection of

cottages under part 111 of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, IEEIEI_. Also the purchase and

repair of Bxiating dwellings in confined areas, and their subsequent occupation under supervision as
to overcrowding.

A numbay of courts or Imssagﬁﬁ are Tl’lE'lIt'i.fH]E"" as mquiring pm'ing.

Sﬂlﬂ'ﬁ'l'ﬂ'{ﬂ' and Dfajﬁagi

There are still many old brick culverts, and the suggestion is made that a sum of money ha
devoted each year to the replacement or improvement of old sewers.

The sewage works and farm are practically complete. There is still much room for improvement
in the condition of house-drainage.

Refuse Disposal.

The water-carriage system is universal in the Borough. House refuse is ecollectad
once and sometimes twiee weckly, and it iz reccommended that covered earts be used for the purpose,
The provision of a refuse-destructor is under counsideration.

IVater Supply

(1) River Wﬁfar.wT_his Im._—: been greatly improved by the interception of the Bicton Asylum
sewage. The impending removal of the sewage from Bagley Brook, and the interception
from some cottages on the river bank at Coton Hill, will constitute important improvements.

(b) Conduit-water is derived from springs out-cropping from the gravel in a basin some 2 miles
south-west ol Lhi_.- town at all times, and during was of high organic purity. There are
now 150 standpipes, and also eight pumps fixed in those parts of the Borough where the
water will not gravitate. The wells and tanks are thoroughly protected against contamination,

and Dr. Gepp suggests that the enclosed area surrounding the wells should be provided
with sufarce water drains.

Registered Places

_Smuﬁhf,er-fmmes.-T'l".!.'uul_'}'rftmr are registered, of which 17 are in Roushill, They are periodieally
inspected, and Very fairly kept. The provision of a public abattoir is again suggested.

}faﬁm.’l{mﬂ'ﬂ&"F““.'*'”“"“ in number, or which 2 are undergrond. They are generally clean and
well kept.

Diiai Cowsheds, and Milkshops
ks _!__._______.—-—-——
Thera are 36 milch-cowkeepers within the Borough, and 44 retailers living outside the Borougl,

it selling milk within it are 23 cowkeepers, ‘'hey are registered, and their premises periodically
n=peeted.
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Shrewsbury,

alk and Tuberculosis.

Upon Dr. Gepp's advice, the Borough veterinary inspector was instructed to make a special
spection of all mileh-cows in the Borough. He carefully examined 239 cows and found that 31
this number (or 13 per cent of the whole) prasented indications of tuberculous udders, Dr. Gepp
dorzes his recommendation that the suspeeted cows be kept under observation by means of a
arterly inspection, and vefers to the necessity for, and failure, so far, to seeure inspection of cows
t outside the Borough whose milk ia sold within.

¢ of Food and Drugs Act,

In all 69 samples were taken, of which 62 were genuine, including all of the 11 wilk samples.
" 32 =amples of heer, 1 was found to contain a very slight amount of arsenic; two others were
and apprecially contaminated, and prosecutions followed.

vTE —See references to Shrewsbury under * Hospital Accommodation” and * Water Supplies” in
rt L

TEME (Rural).

Medical Officer of Health ArTHUR H. HOFFMAN, M.D.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) ... 23007
Votal population al all ages ... 1870 At Census
Number of inhabited houses ... 388 of
Awverage number of persons per house ... 48 890

atistics for 1900.

The estimated population in 1goo was 1870.

. Death-rates per 1000 population from I
I ; = e | Imfant
: ; = | Death- .
: [ Bronehitis Birth-
Period. SBeven | @oca o Other i rate per
(;ﬂ;.l:]-lu Chief llrigll:i:r?;:f.l’hthi:-ia.-'l‘uin-.rnm]nr Illll;]::tﬁ;;nm' Heart. | Cancer. | 1000 e
55 | Zymoties. s | Discasges, | o ¥ | Birtha.
| '. - :
| |
1 (S . == i | el S ,-_—" =
1900 14-4 L LR L = 21 | 2 05 1438 | 29-9
1 1 1'

fectious Disease.

——

'I;here were D cases of scarlet fever in 3 houses, 3 of erysipelas, and 1 of enterie. Influenza caused
reaths
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House Accommodat;oy, . Owing to the number of strangers engaged 1n the construction of the

Sppp— 3 R — g s : .
Birmingham Waterworks house accommodation is temporarily rather insufficient. There are also a good
nimber of ﬂld and i_‘ll_tfecti ve thateh q_:;}t.{-‘lgu::l in the “iSl.l‘il!T., which are hﬂl‘[“}' fit for ﬂﬂ'ﬂtlpﬂtlﬂ“.

W ater -?“?FE}'-' The district depends mainly on wells and small watercourses, and “is not badly
sorvell with the exception of Kinsley which is still in the unsatisfactory condition in this respeet reported
lust year.” %

WELLINGTON (Rural.)

Medical Officer of Health i W, T. HAWTHORN, M.R.C.S.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) 2 ... 26521
Census population, 1891 .- T1T8%

Statistics for 190o0.

The estimated population in 1900 was 11185

Death-rates per 1000 population from
e e | Infant
| | Lienth - Birth-
Period. Beven . : Other ironehatis, | | rate per |
Eaﬁ!‘.le-: Chief ltlﬂ}i?:l:r;:f Phthisis.| Tunberc. | Pnenmonia, | Heart | anecer. 1000 rate.
= | Zyuwotics, | i | Diseases. |Pleurisy, &e. | Births.
< | b -y coasa s eelviing Vomeine (e 3
1900 134 03 0-8 | 1:1 (LT 2-5 1-7 | 06 1 A0 49-2
-— —_——| —_——_—— = =2 e A T e e e [
Average [}fl |
B preceding 2 =
_'re:il:a .| 162 & 0-5* 1-3* . 3 2.3 .. | 128 | 883

* Average for 4 vears.

These figures With the exception of the Influenza mortality must be considered very favourable.
The extremely high birth-rate and low infant death-rate are noteworthy. The Zymotic rate is
based upon I death from Whooping Cough and 3 from diarrhcea.

[nfortious 1igeases.
—'__—__--"-_-_._

re n = [{] l'l e !l‘ N : = § w
6g cases W€ v 71 for the preceding 4 years. 51 cases were
scarlet fever and "ELEE‘E‘:IM"M the closure of the Crudgington Board School. 8 were measles,
3 diphlllefi% ’_P”E”mm' L SOETIE, and. 4 erysipelas, one of which was fatal

otified against an average of

The [solation HWP"I".“_". has been put in a good state of repair during the year.
— ___-—"-'-_-___
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House Accommodation,

———

More house accommodation is required at Hadley, in consequence of the opening of the
Electric Car Works, but steps are being taken to meet these requirements, and it is, therefore,
a matter for regret that no building bye-laws are in force.

Abatement orders were made in respect of 3 bad cases of overcrowding.

Sewerage.

For the purpose of draining new dwellings at Hadley, the main sewer has been extended as
far as Haybridge, and a scheme is being prepared for dealing with the sewage of this village.
Water Supply.

Hadley, Ketley, Lawley Bank and Rodington are still without a much-needed supply of
water, and in Hadley there are a considerable number of new houses which are, for this reason,
without certificates of fitness for occupation. The other parts of the district are fairly well off in
this respect.

Sewage Farm Nuisance.

Offensive smells from the Urban Districts sewage farm are again complained off, and the
Eyton Brook is still being seriously polluted. It is now proposed to discharge the effluent into
the stream beyond the public road, but Dr. Hawthorn doubts that this will remove the nuisance

WELLINGTON (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health FE. T. WHITAKER, M.B, B.5C., D.F.H.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) .. 360
Total population at all ages ... - 5,831 At Censns
Number of inhabited houses ... i 1,422 of
Average mumber of persons per house ... ; 1-] e

General Chavacter of District.—Wellington is a small marker town, serving a lige aea of
country, chiefly agricultural, bnt partly wining and manufacturing. [t lies on the lower layvers of the
New Red Sandstone, a spur of the Caradoe croppiag up at the S E. ecrner.  The subsoil 15 elay anid
gravel drift. The surface level of the ground varies a good deal, and drainage aradients are gencrally
sufficien!.

Statistics for 1000, o
The estimated population in 1900 was 6,400

Death-rates per 1000 pipulation from |

Tinfamt
| Death- o
Period, | Al Seven | Bridesin | Other | Bronchitis, ; | rate per 13:!:‘21'
et "Chief Ilifﬂuenm Phthisis. | Tubere. | Pneamonia, | Heart. | Cancer. | 1000 s,
* | Zymoties. i3 Diseases. | Plenrisy, &c.| Birth=.
| Fat ! Tt Il = k:
1900 | 178 1-5 0-3 1-7 0.1 1-8 12 : 0.7 : =8 281
| |
| = i £ D e T |_ = o
. Average of 2
preceding ' |
years .. | 167 i | . | 142 268
! | | ! |
| |
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Incidence of Infootions Disease.—2 cases of diphtheria occurred in 2 houses, in hoth of which there
were Serious samitary (efects.
Searlet Fepar,. 48 cases were notitied or discovered, but the outbreak was of an extremely mild

type, and no death resulted.

'lf:lulsc’e#] Was somewhat prevalent, anl necessitated the temporary closure of the Infant Department
of one schoo],

HLJ‘#”L#HE Lsolation and Steam Disinfector.— A juillt Committee of the Wrﬂni.ngtm] anid Uﬂkﬁng&tﬂﬂ
Urban Couneils ape considering this matter,

lr’mza_'.inuﬁau.—'fhg figures for the year show that 33 per cent. escapel vaceination, and that 5
eonecientlons uh]ecturs’ certificates were gr.'illU&tL

House Aecommaodation. —There is a large amount of old cottage property, much of which is heyond
decentt TopUREY S it ¢ 1ouses are required, viz. (1) dwellings for the poorer class of labourers at
weekly rents of 3/- to 3/6, and (2) better class houses to let at 4/6 to Bf-. The Couneil is taking steps=
to provide the latter, but it is probably not possible to build houses at the lower rental named. Dr.
Whitaker thinks, however, that when hetter class dwellings ave provided, many old but habitable houses
now let at rentals less than 4/6 to 5/- will be available for the poorer people, as their present tenants
would willingly take the new houses.

Sewerage.—The town has been recently drained by a comprehensive scheme, the outfall, with
precipitation works and land for filtration, being 2 miles from the town.

Sravenging.— There are many old privy-pits for which water closets should be substituted. House
refuse is collected weekly.

Water Supply.—The water from good and adequate gathering grounds round the Wrekin is
[ml;,”m]ﬁET and gup]_]lied: by gravitation to the town, but more storage provision is necessary, and a

proper system of filtration is desirable.
The daily consumption was 21°4 gallons per head.

Slaughterhouses, Lodging Houses, Duivies, and Bukehouses are supervised and inspected from time

——— e —————— . - o T
t7 time. The provision »f a public abattoir is suggested.

General Sanitary Work.—The present sanitary inspector is also the surveyor, building inspector,
and waterworks manager ; and Dr. Whitaker states that his present duties are quite beyond the capacity
of one man, and recommends the appointment of un assistant or of an independent sanitary inspector.

WEM (Bural).

Medical Officer of Health Joun DALLEWY, M.R.C.S., L R.CP
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) . 52,451
Total ?apufazjan at all ages ... 10,119 At Dlisane

Number. of inhabited houses ... £ i p gt ge:
) FEonRs ¥ f._lu-#s e & I Sg 1.
Azverage number of pe pe o > e 4
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Wem (1)

Statistics for 1900.
The estimated population in 1goo was 8,119, as, during the year, a portion of _the Pa.ltish of
Wem known as the *‘Special Drainage Area” was formed into a new Urban District with an

estimated population of 2,000.

! Deathi-rates per 1000 population from
e —_— : Infant
i Death.- ;
: _ | Bronehitis, | Birth-
Period. Seven : ; Other | . rate per :
¢ M_‘ : Chief 1515'1?;::_:: Phthisis.| Tubercular Pﬁ:ur.;ﬁ:;m‘ Heart. | Cancer. | 1000 rate.
AUSES. | Zymotics. i Diseases. Rt births.
— ____F_,_ e [ e —
1900 147 | 02 1-3 0-8 0-2 1-7 1-E LI ] al 26-3
FORET e emirg | ey R SR R | s
Average for ' | : I
10 preceding | [
Years .| 140 | | u3 a7
_ |

Infectious Disease.

e —— s

Six cases of Searler Fever, one of diphtheria and three of erysipelas came to light.

On account of the prevalence of, Whixall Board and National Schools and the Edstaston
Schools were closed for some weeks.

The prevalence of Mumps necessitated the closure of Prees Schools for 1 month.

Water Supply: cases of defective supply are dealt with as they become known to the authority
and the water supply of new houses has been examined hefore granting certificates.

Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops are not registered and there are no regulations in foree.

WEM (Urban).
Medical Officer of Health E. T. WHITAKER, M B, B.SC., D.P.H.
Area tn acres (exclusive of area covered by water) ... 453,
-ii‘_ﬁt_ﬂ'sifﬂs_fa,-' 1900.

The estimated population in 1900 was 2,200.

Death-rates per 1000 population from

= [ufant
| Death- 3
: . o | Birth.
Period. | All Seven Eoidemi o _1JI.1IEI' Bronchitis, e (rate per :
Difiias Chief Enl;]luj::?; Phthisis| ‘L'uberc. | Pnenmonia, “EI‘_“'t ‘meer. 1000 rate.
Zymotics. i Diseases. |Pleurisy, &e lFi"'m’"f‘l births. |

ey R e —f—_—
|

1900 10-4 2.9 09 04 X 04 B 112 | 28]
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Wem (10.)

Wem Urban District was constituted in 1goo, comprises an area of 453 acres of flat land with
a population of about 2,000, and is practically the urban part of the former rural district. The town
itself is a wellbuilt market town in the centre of an agricultural district. The only manufactories
it possesses are a tannery and a brewery.

The death-rate from all causes is very low, but the zymotic mortality rate of 2'2 is not so
satisfactory and is hase upon 4 deaths from diarrhcea. There were 2 deaths from influenza and 1
each from phthisis and pneumonia.

Infections Disease I'ncidence.

Ive cases of scarlet fever occurred of which 1 was imported and 2 others were from known
comtact With previous sufferers. There was one case of erysipelas.

There 18 no provision for isolation and the Council are recommended to either join with the
Rural District in providing a small hospital, or to arrange for an isolation cottage and caretaker.

Hmse:_aicmmmmiazr'mn In general this is distinctly good, but a number of houses have minor

defects and a few are in a bad state. There may be some slight amount of overcrowding in a few
instances.

Sewerage and Scavenage.

Many of the sewers appear to be old stone culverts at a very little depth. There are two
outfalls, and at one there is a tank to screen the sewage, which eventually goes into the Ro len
Brook. There have been no complaints of any nuisance.

There are a large number of pan closets which have taken the place of privies. Their
contents as well as house refuse and ashes are removed weekly by the Sanitary Authority.

Water Supply: From a well in the Bunter some 3 miles S.E. of Wem a good supply of water
is pumped to a reservoir on Palm’s Hill and laid on from thence to standpipes and to many
houses. During the year under notice the daily consumption averaged 16 gallons per head for all
purposes and 13 gallons for purely domestic purposes.

The Rainfall during the year amounted to 29.19 inches.

Kegistered Places.
Bye-laws are being adopted in respect of Slaughter-houses, Common Lodging Houses, Dairies,

Cowsheds, &e., are being registered. The Bakehouses are suitable.

Nursances.
Bye-laws for the Prevention of Nuisances are about to come in force.

WENLOCK (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health M. GEPP, L R.C.P.E., D.P.H.
Area in acres (exclusive of arca covered by water) ...
Total population at all ages ... 15,703
Number of tnhabited houses N 3,447 At Census of

Awverage number of persons per house ... 4’5 ‘ LEpl:
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Physical Features aud General Character of the District.

el

Madeley
Broseley

Much Wenlock o $ 0737 2190 Sonth of Severn

Barrow

T'he Distriet comprises 22,657 acres, being the largest Borongh in area in the country. This area i8 of
very irregnlar ontline, but is, roughly, some ten miles long in greatest length, from ﬂ_nrl:h to sounth West,
and has a mean breadth of some foar miles, being narrowest where the Severn, traversing the Distriet from

West to East, makes a natural division, the part lving to the South of the river having three or fonr times

the area of the northern part.

The Distriet is for the most part a tableland lying at an elevation of from 400 to 600 feet or maore: the
Severn forming a deep entting through this elevated land, its banks rising very steeply on either side from
about 150 fect at the water level to the general height of about 500 feet. The central and BEastern part,
pearly hall the area, lies upon the coal measures. To the West the formation is the Wenlock and Lumdlow
beds of Silurian age, forming a considerable part of the Southern division, and extending also to a limited
extent across the river into the Northern division. Much of this ground lies at a height of from 600 to 800
feet. At the Southern extremity the Old Bed Sandstone ocenrs., The natural drainage is to the Savern,
by small streams falling as a rule into the river within the Distriet, but the SBouthern part of the Sonthern
aren drains to the Sounth by small streams which meet the Severn some distance outside the Distriet,

For purposes of local administration the Borongh is divided into four wards, each having a separate
Sanitary Committee acting as the Sanitary Anthority. These wards with their area, population, and general
character are as follows : —

e — - - — -

Area in Population

pln Situation. ] eneral Chara ;
Acres. Estimated. tnat | Gene eter

2006 4040 South of Severn Urban and Industrial, Brick and Tile.

Agricnltural.

3025 5280 North of Severn . ‘ Urban, and Industrial Coal and Iron.

. 1 =900 1320 Both sides of Severn ..! Agricultural.

Statistics for 1000.

The estimated population in 1900 was 15,800.

Period.

’ Death-rates per 1000 population from | |
— ——— oo | Infant |
I Dﬂﬂth' Bi.ﬂhv

Seven | o . : Other Bronchitis, : rate per
Chief IEE::]::]I;:“ Phthisis.| Twobere. | Pnenmonin, Dliﬁﬂte Cancer. 1000 rate.
Zymoties. : Diseases. | Pleurisy, &e. ; Births.

All
Causes,

— | - —
— om— ———— el e s i [ — | — s e e S ——r—

1200

19-7 2-15 09 18 02 31 1+ 09 105 27.7

Averape of
20 preceding |

YERrs

.| 180 1-24 | _ . | 119 | 254
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Wenlock.

Infectious Disease.

Scarlet Fever—73 cases occurred, of which 23 were in Much Wenlock during the first quarter,
the Schools there being closed for 6 weeks. There were 42 cases in the Madeley division between

April and the end of the year.

Diphtheria—io cases occurred in 10 houses, 4 being in Madeley where the schools were in
consequénce temporarily closed.
Enteric Fever.—19 cases affecting 13 houses and causing 2 deaths occurred during the year.

Of these, 12 cases in one yard in Ironbridge were due to the drinking of polluted water, and are
elsewhere referred to. Energetic steps were taken to control the outbreak.

Measles—A very severe and fatal outbreak in April and May affected Ironbridge, Madeley,
and Broseley, and formed the subject of a special report which has already been before the County

Council.

Influenza caused 15 deaths.

Hospital Isolation and Disinfeciion.—A cottage 15 retained by the Much Wenlock Sanitary
Committee as a small emergency hospital for smallpox and cholera in that Division, and Dr. Gepp
suggests that the Sanitary Committees of the various divisions should carefully consider whether
the borough as a whole should provide a central isolation hospital and disinfecting station or
whether each division should provide for its ownneeds as Much Wenlock has done. The Infectious
Diseases Prevention Act is in force in the District.

House Accommodation is generally adequate in amount, but there are many old houses in an
unsatisfactory condition, and some have had to be certified as unfit for habitation. There is some
crowding upon area in the lower parts of Ironbridge.

Very little building takes place and there are no building bye-laws.

Sewerage.

The warious communities drain into the Severn or into some tributary watercourse. Dr.
Gepp considers that a joint scheme is required for Ironbridge, Madeley, Coalbrookdale, and
Coalport, and also a scheme for the improvement of the sewerage and treatment of the sewage of
Much Wenlock. The sewage of Broseley should also be collected and treated.

Scavenging.
Madeley ward has arranged for the public scavenging of nightsoil, ashes and house refuse,
and in respect of nightsoil removal, their example 1s commended to the other [ivisions.

W ater St pply.

~ The lower part of Ironbridge and the villages of Coalport and Jackfield have a public stand-
pipe supply from springs at Sutton Hill. Madeley and Broseley are being supplied from Harrington,
and Much Wenlock from a well sunk in the Tannery field, into the shale measures lying over the
Wenlock limestone.

Registered Places.

Two Common Lodging Houses in Madeley ward and 1 in Much Wenlock are regulated by
bye-laws.

There are no byelaws for Slaughter-houses, or regulations for Cowsheds and Daires in force,
nor is any register kept of these places,
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WHITCHURCH (Rural.)

Medical Officer of Health ... M. GEPP, L.R.O.P.E,, D.P.H.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) 11989,
Census population, 1891 . a5 2080,

Physical Features, &c., of Districl.

“ The District comprises 11,989 acres of agricultural land on the Northern boundary of the County.
** The general elevation is from 300 to 400 feet, the contour being gently undulating. The subsoil is the red
“ marl of the New Red Sandstone, with the exception of a small area in the Sonth-Eastern part, where an
* outlier of the Lias oceurs. The natural drainage is by small streams to North and South, the watershed
** between the Weaver and Dee and Severn systems crossing the District. The District is entirely rural in
* character and the population scuttered, the villages of Tilstock, Ashfield, and Ightfield compriging the
* main collections of houses. The land is mainly employed for grazing and dairy farming.”

Statistics for 1900.

The estimated population in 1900 was 2,112,

1

, Death-rate per 1000 population from ,
. = === = Infant
I Death- :
: |  Seven T | Other | Bronchitis, | rate per Birth-
Period. E;‘LIEE | Chief | Iﬁﬁ;:i::;:f Phthisis,| Tnberc. | Pnenmonia, | Cancer. | Heart. | 1000 | Tabe-
_] e I Zymotics. | 2ol Diseases. Pleurisy, &c. hirths.
i | e m—— e — — —_— e e T
1900 | 12:6 | 1-87 | 0-9 b b 0-7 e 2-8 146 225
| | [ S —
Average of . | i |
21 preceding [ |
YEars .o 1442 086 . | ] s 5 27-8

Incidence of Infections Disease.

An imported case of scarlet fever which ended fatally occurred at Broughall and gave rise to
two non-fatal cases in same house. At Ightfield an untraced case of diphtheria occurred. Measles
was prevalent at Ash, Broughall and Tillstock, and the schools there were consequently closed for
some weeks in January and February. Influenza caused 2 deaths.

Isolation and Disinfection : no provision is made for these requirements.

The Infectious Diseases Prevention Act, 1890, with the exception of the clauses relating to
disinfection at the public expense, has been adopted in the District.

House Accommodation is generally adequate in amount, though many of the old cottages are
undesirably small and sometimes defective,

Smragc and Dratnage.
There are few, if any, recognized public sewers, but in Tillstock and Ash Parva a2 number

of houses are connected with road-water-drains discharging on grass land. Occasional complaint
has been made of offensive nuisance near the outfall.
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iR).

Excrement Disposal is mainly by means of privy-vaults.

Water Supply.

The Council has provided a good public pump and well at Broughall. Ightfield also
possesses a public pump provided by a property owner. 7'i/stock—In the medical officer’s annual
report for 1898 the unsatisfactory condition of many of the private wells was fully reported upon
and the Council is now proceeding with the sinking of a public well in a selected site in a grass
field outside the village. The well is to be sunk 15 feet, or deeper if necessary, and is to be
steined with a double ring of hard blue brick set in cement from top to bottom of the well and
puddled outside the brickwork to a depth of seven feet, the brickwork being carried a foot above
ground level, covered with flags and well puddled over. The public pump will be placed in the
village in a fairly central spot, and connected to the well by some 300 yards or more of two-inch
cast-iron piping, flanged and bolted.

At Ask Parva some 13 farms and cottages have access to an ample spring of pure and excellent
water some 2o yards from the roadside.

At Ash Magna nearly halfl the houses have a supply either only on sufferance or by carrying
a quarter of a mile from Ash Parva, and the Council is recommended to provide a readily
accessible supply, either from a public pump and well, or by arranging for storage rights at Ash
Parva spring, and piping it thence to Ash Magna.
Cowsheds, Dairies, &c., are looked after under the Model Regulations.

WHMITCHURCH (Urban).

Medical Officer of Health . M. GEPP, L.R.C.P.E., D.P.H.
Area in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) i : 4 496.
Census population, 1801 o 4,881.

Physical and general Character of District.

«« Phe Distriet comprises 4,496 acres, lying at an elevation of from some 270 to some 350 feet above
st geg-level, and upon the eastern extremity of the Dec watershed. The sub-soil is Red Mar! of the New
« Red Bandstone. The fall of the gronnd is from south and east to west and north-west, and the
o patural drainace is by small tributary brooks of the Dee, leaving the District towards the north-west.
s The town occupies roughly the centre and higher part of the District, and is compaet and old, with
o aytensions of more recent building along some of the main roads radiating from the town. The
w gurrounding parts of the District are rural and agricnltural and extend to a distance of between two
1 and three miles north-east and south-west of the town, but to not more than about a mile to north-
v weat and south-sast,”

Statistics_for 1900.
The estimated population in 1goo was 5,004.

Death-rates per 1000 poyulatien from |
i R 2 — | Infant
, g i Bronchitis DESEN- || il
Period. All Seven | poqomie |  Other =) rate per
Chief | HP. = {Phthisis.| Tubereula Poeumonia, | oo Heart. kG
ERIsES. £ymutics. Lidlnenzs, | l'iﬂ:."tLSL'.:-. Pleurisy, SR ' h!m?a
| o, | 2
|
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Incidence of Infectious Disease.
~ One untraced case of diphtheria and an imported case of enteric were the only notifications
during the year, but a commercial traveller suffering from unrecognized smallpox stayed one
night in one of the hotels in the town. Two other strangers occupied the same bedroom a day
or two after his departure, but no cases of suspected infection followed.
Influenza caused 4 deaths amongst aged persons.

Measles was very prevalent in March and April and the National Infant Schools were closed.

Isolation and Disinfection.

~ There is no hospital and no disinfector. The Council are recommended to provide an
isolation cottage and a caretaker; also to purchase a steam disinfector, and the very inexpensive
apparatus for fumigating with formic aldehyde.

House Accommodation is adequate in amount and generally in fitness. Some of the older
houses are very small and in indifferent condition, and some have no through ventilation. A
systematic house-to-house sanitary survey i1s recommended.

Under the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 18go, seven houses were condemned and
have since been made habitable.

Plans for all new houses have now to be approved by the District Council in accordance with
the Bye-Laws.

Sewerage and Drainage.

The town 1s well sewered on modern lines, and there are a number of shait
ventilators with rotary extractors. The sewage is disposed of “not only unobjectionally but so
‘as to fully utilize its manurial value without the cost of special “treatment. By the excellent
“plan adopted . . . . . . the effluent carrier after leaving the town, is led along a slope
“of a mile or more of rich land, on almost any part of which sewage can be discharged as
I reqirjiireﬂ. At the end of the carrier are settling tanks.” The carrier-drains have been recently
extended.

At the N.W. end of the District, a few of the houses diain their slop and surface water directly

into Grindley Brook and some others into a ditch, and here the provision of a sewer would be an
improvement, but presents difficulties in regard to levels.

Excrement Disposal and Scavenging.—Better classes house and new  houses and cottages are
provided with water-closets, but many old and often offensive privy-vaults exist, and where these
are necessarily a nuisance their conversion to water-cosets is recommended, as is also the adoption
of a system of public scavenging

Water Supply.—A good supply is pumped to a reservoir and laid on to the houses from
wells sunk into the drift occupying a limited valley at Fenn’s Bank at the S.W. limit of the
District, nearly 3 miles from the town. A new well near to Fenn's Bank but on a fresh
catchment has recently been sunk and vields an ample additional supply of good quality.

The water mains are about to he extended for the supply of houses at Grindley Brook.

Slaughter-houses and Common Lodeing Houses are visited weekly by the inspector, who is alsg

going round the district to ensure the registration of all cowkeepers and milksellers.

The Council has approved in princi : :
i -ounc : ple the provision of a public ‘house, but .
mediate action is not considered desirable. I slaughter! m

A new sanitary Inspector has been appointed who is doing good work
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