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B.

D,

Nature of the District.

Sherberne is a trading centre of an agrieultural area, as well as being
a tourist and educational centre, Prinecipal industries include light
engineering, glove making, dairies and silk mills.

Personal <] cas in tr

The wvaceination againet poliomyelitis of all children in the district
registered for treatment before March 1955 was completed during the year,

The persconal Hesmlth Servieces, ineluding the Ambulance Service, continmed
to be provided by the County Council,

With the increasing demsnd from old people for home help aasistance
it is again to be regretted that it has not yet been possible to develop
this service fully locally, in so far as it has not been possible to find
locally anyone preparsd to accept the duty of Local Voluntary Supervisor
in the Scheme, It would appear that so long as the full development of the
service, locally, depends on voluntary effort the maximum benefits of the
scheme (which are appreciable) will not be enjoyed in the District.

It is satisfactory to note that the increasing demand on Health Visitors
time made by the increasing attention which they hawve now to give to old
has been met by the appointment of an additional Health Visitor in the Nerth
Borset area with a corresponding reduction in the case load of each Health
Visitor.
[
The Public Health Laboratory Serwvices have proved in all respscts most

helpful and satisfactory.

The Yeatman Hospital (West Dorset Group Hospitals Committee) provides the
local hospital requirements, both in and out patient.

Environmental Health Services,
PUELIC HEALTH STAFF,

Medical Officer of Health (Part time) « Noel F, Pearson,
HIRIGI-EI ’LIRIGI-P-I '.DUPIHII

He also acts as Medical Officer of Health to four other District
Couneils in the North Dorset Area and as Assistant County Medical Officer
to the Dorset County Couneil,

The time available which he has to devote to his duties with your
Council is alightly more than one half day per week,

Chief Public Health Inspector - C.E. Bean,
(wmntil 13.12.57) (Part time) M,8.1.4.,A.R.8.H
Assistant Public Health Inspector - P.E, Raeburn, M.5.I1.A.
(Full time)

(until on 13.12.57 he succeeded Mr, Bean as Public Health Inspectar.

The Public Health Inspector also carries out the duties of Surveyor and Water
Engineer.

The Assie tant Public Health Inspector also carries out the duties of Meat
Inspector,

Clerical Staff -~ Three clerks (part time).
WATER 4
Rainfall = 1955. 1956. 1957,
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Regular menthly samples from each of the Counecil's supplies totalling 116,
were subzitted for bacteriological examination and a sample from each source
was submitied for chemical eXamination, Daily testing of the supplies for
residusl chlorine was carried out. Tha fluorine content of the supplies was
shown to be between 0,2 and 0.3 parts per million.

A mmber of private well supplies are used in the district for industrial
purposes., From these supplies 30 samples of water were taken and submitted for
bagteriological examination during the year.

2,063 houses in the Urban District are provided with a water supply piped
into the house, 71 houses obtain their water by means of standpipes,

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.
Routine repairs to sewers were carried out during the year and further
coneideration has been given to the improvement of the existing Sewage Disposal

Works, An electrical night flow pump was provided at the works, being one
step towards the improvement of their efficiency.

FUBLIC CLEANSING.,

House Refuse. The Local Authority's scheme provides for the collection of
house refuse weekly and disposal by controlled tipping.

Salvage, The following amownts of salvage have been collected during the
year in conjunction with regular refuse collection:-
Tons. Cwta, gra,
P@ﬂ' -, 35'- 13¢ 2-
Metal - 16. 8. 2.
Rags = 1. . 2,
Cesspool Emptying. No provision is required to be made in the distriet.
RIVERS AND STREAMS POLLUTICH.

The Somerset Rivers Board, in the course of its duties, have continued to
exercise close cbservation on the purity of the River Yeo,

Buttermilk discharged into the River Yeo through the surface water system
of the towns drainage system was traced to a Milk Factory which led to steps
being taken to obtain an altemative mefthod of disposal,

SHOPS ACTS.

In addition to the Council's direct responsibilities under the Shops Act,
1950, the Council has also had delegated to it the County Council's functions
wder Secticn 38(3) (4) and (5) of the Act.

No. of inspections carried out 10
Ne, of defects found ]
Ho,. of notices served ]
Ho, of notices complied with 1

FACTORIES 1937.
No, of premises Inspections.
on Begister,

(1) Pactories in which Sections
1,2,3, 4 & 6 are to be enforced
by Local Authority 6 7

Eii} Pactories not included in
i) in which Secticn 7 is
enforced by the Local Authority 53 5k

C/Forward 59 (4]

.-}--






PREVENTIG OF BY ACT, 1949.

The duties of the District Council under The Prevention of Damage by
Pests Act, 1949 are carried out in the district by The North Dorset Joint
Hodent Committee whose activities cover the five districts in North Darset
and the Beaminster Rural District,

The total treatments ymdertaken in the district during the year mmbered

There are no premises subject to registration under the above-mentiocned
Act within the district.
PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951,

No, of licensed premises 1
No, of inspections made 1

ASST CE 1 1951 = Sect »

No action wascalled for or taken during the year toward the compulsory
removal of a person requiring care and attention under the Act.

HOUSING
Total number of houses in the district 2,134

Mmﬂmﬂ%hmu&m&ﬁu;ﬁ—

No. of dwelling houses inspected during the year
No. of inspections made

No. of informal notices served
No. of informal notices complied with
Neo, of statutory notices served
Neo. of statutory notices complied with

El- 152

No. of houses reported wnder Section 11

of the Housing Act, 1936 Nil
Action tsken by the Local Authority in respect

of such houses -

Demolition Otders made Nil
Undertaldngs accepted for -
Closure Nil
Reconditicning Nil
Othear Action Nil
No. of houses included in Clearance Areas during the year 17
Slum Clearunce

Clearance areas conprising seventeen houses were represented during the
year,

Clearance Orders, by the Cowncil were mds in respect of 13 of these
mﬂﬂﬂ-

Action in respect of 4  of these houses was postponed in order to give
the owners an opportunity to submit a acheme for the impr ovement of some of the
houses in the area and demolition of others,

Qvercrowding.

Five cases of "Statutory’ overcrowding were foumnd and abated during the
¥year,
e



Houses Let in Lodgings.
Two houses are known to be let in ledgings,

Housing Act, 1957,

This Act came into operation during the year, consoliditing the housing
Acts generally. It made little change to the existing lew as to housing and
I regret that the opportumity was not taken to amend the existing definition
of 'unfitness' when applied to a dwelling house. Until there iz a clear
definition (having only one interpretation) as to when a house is 'fit or
'unfit' for Iuman habitation the administration of the Sections of the Act
dealing with housing defects will comtinue to camse the administrative and
practical diffioulties referred to in my report for last year.

Improvement Grants,

Three applications for Grants were received during the year, of which
two were succesaful,

'Infit’ Houses occupied under Licence.

Two houses oo which demolition or closing orders have been mds were
occupied under licence at the end of the year,

New Houses,

One new house was provided by private enterprise during the year and
thirty two by the Council, There are now 657 Council houses in the district.

Forty-four families were rehoused by the Council during the year. At the
end of the year the names of 150 applicants were on the waiting list of whom
42 were living cutside the distriect.

It is satisfactory to néte that in spite of increasing Local Authority
Expenditure the Council has continued unabated, throughout the year, its housing
programme,

Further plans are being prepared to extend the housing provision for elderly
people and these will meet a very real need,

Apart from this need and the 1limited requirements resulting from slum
clearance over the next few yeara, the pressure on the need for housing for
general purposes has undoubtedly declined and the Council can now quite
properly review its future progremme in the lmowledge that it has met the
more urgent requirements.

Plans are also under emsideration to bring seme of the older Coumeil
houses up to modern standards as far as emenities are concerned.

The points scheme used by the Council in its selection of temants has
appeared to work equitably amnd satisfactorily .

The rent rebate scheme adopted by the Couneil has undoubtedly assisted
tenants in a low income group who previously must have suffered apprecisble
hardship in meeting these inevitable rent increases, whilst, at the same
time, it has sppeared to be acceptable to other tenants,

The improved colour scheme on the Council housing estates have materially
improved the appearance of the estates and cammot but have been of psychological
benaf'it to those who live there,



ZINSPECTION AND SUPFRVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES,
1. Milk,

Food & Drugs Act, 1955,

No. of "dealers' subject to registration by the
District Council under regulation 14 of the Milk
(Special Designations) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949 3

No, of "dealers’ subject to licensing under
regulation 14 of the Milk (Special Deisgnations)
(Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations 1949 3

Ho, of "dairdies® in the district subject to
registration under regulation 8 of the Milk &

Dairies Regulations, 1949 3
Ro, of "distributors® subject to registration under
regulation 8 of the Milk & Dairies Regulations, 1949 ]
Samples
No. of samples of milk talken and submitted for examination during the year -
Tuberculin Tested "
Pasteuriaed 1
Undesignated 9
Ho, of samples of milk subjected to a guinea pig inoculation test for
Tuberculosis Nil.
& ies tiona, 1 - tion 20,

Ne pction was called for or taken during the year.

2, Other Food Premis es.
The number of food premises in the area, by type of business:=

Hotels, restuarants, cafes and

boarding housea _%
Canteens = School and workplace
Confectionars 10
Meat and Fish 10
Grocera
Mixed Stores

Boarding Schools and other
residentiel institutions
Food Pactories

Stalls

Other

~dlralral-a mmJ

No. of above subject to registration under Section 16 of the
Food & Drugs Act, 1955 in respect of -

Ice=cream

Sausages & Prepared Meats }
Fish and Chips

No, of samples of ice-cream submitted fer Methylene Elue Test
89

Eighty-three of the above-mentioned "food premises® were inspected during
the year, 208 inspections being carried out,

Full co-operation was cbtained in the enforcement of the Food Hyglene
Regulations and no "exemption certificatea’ were reconmended or granted,

- -



No cbservations are called for in respect of the Ice-cream (Heat
Treatment) Regulations, 1947 - 1952 which work satiafactorily in the District.

Eyelaws in respect of the Handling and Wrapping of Food ete,, are cperative
in the Ddstrict.

Food Inspection,
Butchers' and Other Shops,

Ne, of inspections during the year Y
Quantities of foodstuffs candemmed - 184 1bs,

o af' Food.

All food condemned at food shops is dispesed of at the refuse tip and
meat fram the slaughterhouses at a lmackers yard.

Slaughterhouses. There are two licensed slaughterhouses in the district.

The irregular hours of slaughtering at the Slaughterhouses malkes it
difficult to achieve a 100K inspection of carcases by your Meat Inspector and
does waste time which could usefully be coccupied in other public health duties.

Sunday slaughtering (which would appear to be unnecessary) is burdensome
to your Meat Inspector, but the Council has given what assistance it can in
this direction by providing assistance, alternate Sundays, from the Meat
Inspector of the Rural District., This assistence ia very much appreciated
by Mr, Raeburn,

c sea of cted and Condemned,

Cattle
Cowa

Calves

Sheep
and
Lambs

Pigs

Humber lkdlled

819

6,336

1,896 +

1,047

Humber inspected

819

6,336

1,896

1,047

All disease
Tuberculosis &
Cysticerci:
Whole carcases
condemmed,

Carcasea of which
some part or organ
a8 condemmed

120

FPercentage of the
number inspected
affected with
disease other
than tuberculeosis
and cysticerci

17.09%

1.3%

4., 380

22,166

Tuberculosis only:

Whole carcases
condemned,

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was cmdemed,

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
tuberculoais

L. 76%

0,031%

1,33




+ Includes 10 Goats and 1 Desr,

SUMMARY OF SANITARY INSPECTIONS CARRIED OUT.

Total No. of inspections (under all headings)

Total No. of informal notices served

Total No, of informal notices complied with

Total No. of statutory notices served

Total No. of statutory notices complied with

Total No. of prosecutions

IEIE.EI%;E

NOTIFIAELE DISEASE.
- than Tub 3 =
Disease, Total Casea Notified,
Measles 293
Scarlet Fever ]
Whooping Cough 16
Puerperal Pyrexia L
Sanne Dysentery 1
Tuberculosis -
New Cases Notified
Regpira Non-Respiratory.
2 1
Food Foisoning -

No cases of food poisoning were notified during the year.

NOEL F. FEARSON,

Medical Officer of Health.













