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SEGHILL URBAN

BISTRICT COUNCIL.
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Report of the Medical Officer of Health
for the year 1897.

Gentlemen,

I have again to present you with my Annual
Raport, as Medical Officer of Health for the year
18097,

Twenty-eight deaths have cceurred in the dis-
triet at all ages during the year, 13 males and 15
fomales, nz compared with 38 during 1896,

Estimating the population, as in previous years,
at 2,300, thiz mortality shews o death-rate of 12-17

r thonsand per annum. In 1896 the rate was

6°58, and doring 1895 n mortality of 20 per
thousand of the estimated population prevailed.
The average mortality for the thres years boing
thus at the rate of 1623 per thonsnd of the
estimated population.

During the year 51 births have been registered,
which gives a bivth-rate of 2217 per thousand, ns
compared with 1896, when it was 2013, and 3304
during 1895, The average birth-rate is thos seen
to be 2811 for the last three years,

The various causes of death for the year were :—

Bronehitis and Poeumonia ......... 2
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The various deaths as they oceurved during the
different months, quarters, and half-years, are
shewn as follows —
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Ixpant Momrarary.—Thé mortality of those
under 12 months amountad to 8 ont of the tetal
of 28 at all ages, and shows a death-rate at this
age of 347 per thousand of the population per
annum, and at the rate of 15686 por thousand
hirths registered during tho yenr.

Ten deaths took place under 5 years of age,
shewing a mortality at this age at the rate of 4-34
per thonzand per annum,

Of the 8 deaths which ccenrred under 12 months,
the canses and ages wore :—

Under I month ........oooooniee 4
Vo 6 months. ..o eiee B
6 to 12 months .........oceeee 1

el
The ciuses of these deaths were debility from
birth &, and convulsions 2.

Zyyorie Disease.—The only forms of symotic
disease which have come under notice during the
year were typhoid fever, searlet fover and measles,

Tyrmoip FEVER.—In the month of April one
case of this diseasze appeared at Mare's Close farm
house, in A young man.  On it being recognized a
largn dairy, which existed in the house, was closod,
and the distribution of the milk transferred to
other premises, and no communication was allowad
with the infeeted house for five weeks, when
everything in the house was thoronghly dizin-
fected ; and no further cases oceurred.  The case
which ‘recoversd was evidently consed by
emanatione from o polluted stream close to the
honss. This condition has been much modified,
and the stream is now comparatively elean and
and pure. Measures were also taken to prevent
the cows of the diary from drinking any polluted
water, a pure supply being provided.

SCARLET FEveErR.—Thiz diseaze also appeaved at
the same time at the cottages at Mare's Close, and
6 cages of a fairly mild type ocenrrved.

In Oetober one mild ease occurred in Blaketown,
and in Novembor one case was cansed in Blue
BRow from it. The case was that of an assistant
tenchar in the Board Schools, and every effort was
made, by keaping him from school for a consider-
ahle time, and strict izolation, to prevent spreading ;
which meana were snceessful, as no further exten-
aion of the disease took plce, and had disappeared
from the district by the end of the year.

Meastes.—In April mensles appenred in Seghill
Village, the disease having been imported from
Seaton Terrace, where it was opidemic. Notwith-
standing the precantions taken by strict isolation,
de., T other mild casea ocourred during the month
of May. No deaths, however, resulted, and the
outbreak subsided,

Thus a total of ‘5"(6‘;03 of zymotic discase
oecurred in the district during the year, vie. —
Typhoid fever, 1; searlet fover, §: and measles, 8,

Zyaroric Morraniry.—No deaths wers caused
by any of the forms of symotic disense, and thus
is continued the very satisfactory record of the
previons year,

Baxrrany Work—Thizs work continues to be
earried out very :-::ut:isfr:.t:tnrcil}', no  MNNECCIERTY
aecnmulations of offensive material hei ng allowed
to take place ; and the removal of the large built
ashpita from various parts of the village, and the
substitution of proper ash pri!.':'F.-J at  present
taking pluee, will still further, it is hoped, improve
the sanitary condition and the amenity of the
district.

Imsrrcrion oF THE Districr. — During m
frequent visits to Seghill district, I have, bot
alome and along with the Sanitary Inspector,
repentadly made inspections of the varions parts of
the district, and any suggestions [ have made
have always peceived immediate attention from
the Couneil and their officials.

This report, bring again of o satisfactory nature,
I have to congratulnte the Council, especially npon
the low death-rate for the yenr, and the absence
of any mortality from preventable diseass,

I am, gentlemen,
Your obedient sorvant,
ROBT. ANDERSON, M.D., &e,
Medieal Officer of Health.
Seaton Delaval, March 9th, 1898,
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