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To the Members of the Seaham Harbour
Urban District Council.

- -

Gentlemen,
I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report for 1905.

POPULATION, &ec., AT CENSUS 1901.

Population—10,163

Increase between 1891 and 1901—1,119
Percentage of Increase—12-3

Area in Acres —1,101

Number of Persons per Acre—9-2
Number of Inhabited Houses—1313
Number of Persons per House—T7'7

Since 1901 the following houses have been built and are now
occupled : —38 for three tenants, 36 for two tenants, and 28 for
one tenant. Total number of tenements, 214.

The population estimated to June, 1905 was 11,000.

BIRTHS.

The number of births registered during the year was 465, which is
g1x more than in 1904 ; of these births 243 were male and 222 female.

The birth rate was 42-2,
DEATHS.

234 deaths of persons belonging to this district occurred, 122 males
and 112 females, which gives a mortality rate of 21-2 as compared with
19-0 in 1903, and 21-5 the average for the preceding ten years. The male
death rate was 11'0 and the female 10°'1. The number of deaths of
persons over three years of age was 101, equal to a mortality rate of 9-2,
while the deaths of persons under three yvears nombered ldﬂ equal to a
rate of 12:0. 8 persons belonging to this district died in Sunderland
Infirmary, 2 in Easington Workhouse, and 2 in Sedgefield Asylum.

The death rate from phthisis was 1-7 and other tubercular diseases
caused 19 deaths, equal to a rate of 1-7, therefore the deaths from all
tubercular diseases numbered 38, giving a rate of 34 as compared with
37 in 1904.

Persons suffering from: comsumption require plenty of light and
fresh air. They should invariably spit in a special bottle, a rag, or a
vessel containing sawdust, and great care should be taken to see that the
expectoration is subsequently burned. Children suffering from con-
sumption should not be sent to school.

Bronchitis and pneumonia caused 62 deaths, equal to a death rate
of 5:6; 42 of these deaths were infants under three years of age.

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

The following deaths from zymotic diseases occurred:—measles 10,
whooping cough 2, diarrheea 18, enteritis 6, erysipelas 1, a total of 37,
which gives a death rate of 33 as compared with 1-89 in 1904 and 36
in 1908. With three exceptions, 1 of diarrheea, 1 of measles, and 1 of
erysipelas, all these deaths were of children under three years of age.
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INFANT MORTALITY.

79 deaths of children under one year of age oceurred, eqnal to a
mortality rate of 169 per 1000 births as against 126 in the previous year.

I give a table shewing the ages and causes of death of all children
under five years of age.

It is shocking to see that 133 infants died before reaching the age of
three vears, more especially so when we consider that a large number
succumbed to preventable diseases, such as measles, diarrheea, and
tuberculosis.

Bronchitis and pneamonia caused the deaths of 37 infants under two
vears of age. Knowing the district as I do I should not be surprised if
this number were even larger, as I frequently see infants in the streets
and yards during the prevalence of cold winds with practically no cloth-
ing on, or with “their clothes fastened up so that their legs are quite
uncovered. There is unfortunately an erroneous idea that this will
“ harden " the child, but in many cases parental neglect is the only
explanation.

Infantile diarrhoea and enteritis were severely epidemic du:ing the
month of September and caused the deaths of 14 children under three
yvears of age.

All these deaths were therefore due to insanitary surroundings,
improper food, and improper feeders.

Milk purchased in the afternoon and kept all night in a hot stuffy
kitchen, especially in warm weather, is not proper food for an infant next
morning.

The sale of the feeder with the long rubber tube should be prohibited.
I consider this sort of feeder a veritable death trap, as I have frequently

found the tube lined with sour evil-smelling curd, a fruitful source of
infantile diarrheea.

I fear 1t is useless to attempt to educate the mothers of the present
generation, who are so easily influenced by the ignovant ideas of every
so-called “ knowledgeable and body " who chooses to give her advice.
Our only hope lies in properly instructing the future mothers of the race
in the laws of health and ** infant hygiene.”

I'n the following table the chief vital statistics of this distriet for 1904

and 1905 are compared with those for the Administrative County of
Durham.

: Seaham Administrative
Harbour County

1905 1904 19056 1904

Birth rate o = i sl e 434 i 1 B 356
Death rate e e e | 31 19-0 174 183
Zymotic Death rate .. " B | 1-89 2:37 | 2-59
Infant mortality rate.. i i 169 126 153 | 162
Phthisis i el 2 1-7 1-89 1-00 107
Other tubercular dlﬂEEEEE i3 i 19 1-59 0-74 0-92
Respiratory diseases .. o D 3-41 316 | 202
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

26 eases of infections diseases were notified as against 45 in 1904 ;
and I have much pleasure in reporting that there was not a case of
infectinus disease notified in the district during the last six months of
the year.

This is most satisfactory and cannot have been a mere accideut, but

is, in my opinion, attributable to the sanitary improvements which yon
have carried out in the district.

The following table shews the number of cases of infectious disease
notified in each year since 1804.

Cases of Infectious Disease Notified during
1905 and previous years.

|
NOTIFIABLE f ‘ l
DISEASE 18041805 18061807 1898 1899 1900 1901/ 1902/1003/1904/1905
—e ! E —a - ——| ————— | — - _i__l___
[
|
Small-pox =] I ¢ '
i - |
Cholera. . o | , .
Diphtheria .. | 2| [ 2 9|18 | 42 ‘ if
I'lr[emhran:rma | ‘ 1 i ' 1 1 | |
Croup | ,
Erysipelas .. 16 |11 | 14 | 10| 13 7|11 B 3 6 | 21 | 18

43 | 56 | 13 | 12

Scarlet Fever .. 147 [ 77 | 86 | 40 | 36 | 12 | 25 84
Typhus Fever.. : : | |
Enteric Fever.. 12 [20 | 14 (11 (20 [27 (30 28 (14! 5| 2| 1

Relapsing Fever

|
|

Continued Fever g | ' ‘ :
|

Puerperal Fever ' | , |
Plague .. , l
| | |

Totals .. 176 (114 [114 | 63 | 68 | 46 | 69 !130 78 ]109 43 | 26
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12 cases of scarlatina were notified. It was of a mild type and no
death occurred.

There was only one case of enteric fever, and the patient contracted
the disease outside the district.

No case of smallpox oceurred, but the hospital is always kept in
readiness so that any case which may occur can be promptly isolated.

No case of typhus, punerperal fever, continued fever, or diphtheria
oceurred.

During the months of September, October, and November, measles
of an unusually severe type was epidemic, and caused 10 deaths. I did
not recommend the closing of any of the schoolg, which I consider to be a
useless proceeding in a densely populated distriet like this. T find that it
is customary to close schools with the object of preventing an epidemic
which already exists; but the closing of schools as a preventative
mensure should be done as soon as the first case of measles occurs. I
fear, however, that a recommendation to this effect would not find favour
with the Education Authority. Not only children from infected houses
but all * contacts” should be rigidly exciuded from school. All persons
should be prosecuted who wilfully expose their children to infeetion under
the erroneous impression that every child must have measles, and that
the sooner thev get it over the better.

2 cases of scarlatina and 3 of measles were treated in the isolation
hospital during the year.

GENERAL SANITATION.

The water supply is pumped from the magnesian limestone, and as
usnal has been satisfactory in every respect.

115 middens have been removed during the year, 39 having been
replaced by W.Cs. and 76 by ash closets with movable bins. This makes
a total of 461 insanitary middens which have been removed during the

last four years.

The Sanitary Committee, the Burveyor, and myself visited 97 houses
in various parts of the town, and in every case recommended the Couneil
to order the removal of insanitary middens. Notices to this effect were
served and much of the work has been carried out.

21 imperfectly paved yards have been cemented, 18 asphalted, and
21 repaired.

The scavenging is done by the Council's employees between the
hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m., and has been carried out Ei‘ﬁ:t-lsrtl.'lill“l"[]_‘}f,
Part of the refuse is used as manure and the remainder tipped into the sea.

The system of sewerage is under the consideration of the Council.
A new sewer has been laid from Foundry Road to the sea banks and
earried out to low water mark, and plans for a new sewer at the back of

thurch Street have been passed.
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There are 3 common lodging houses in the distriet affording accom-
modation for 69 lodgers, with an average of 312 cubic feet of air space
per head. They have been frequently inspected and found clean and in

ood order. No case of infectious disease occurred in any of the lodging
ouses during the year.

There are 2 dairy farms which have been regularly inspected and
found in good order. The cow sheds are well kept, and 853 cubic feet
of air space allowed for each animal.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

There are in the district 4 factories, 22 workshops, 18 milkshops,
and 47 bakehouses. They have been frequently inspected and found in
a satisfactory condition, with the exception of some sanitary defects
which have been remedied. There are no outworkers in the district.

The Surveyor has, as usual, been most zealous in the discharge of
his duties.

Through the kindness of Mr. Aird, I am able to append a report on
the weather during the vear.

SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.

Removal of all middens
Cementing or asphalting of all improperly paved yards.

Improvement of present sewerage system.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

LUEE GERALD DILLON. M.D..
Medical Officer of Health.



BIRTHS.

Months Male
January 18
February 21
March 25
April 28
May .. 23
June. . 11
July .. a3
August 23
September . . 21
October 18
November .. 12
December 20

YesarrLy Torars .. 243

Female

19

19

13

18

18

292

Monthly
Totals

37

36

49

46

47

33

42

a6

39

ab

29

35

465
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CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH

DURING THE YEAR.

Capaes oF DEATH.

Small-pox ..
Measles ath
Scarlet Fever e

Whooping Cough ..

Diphtheria and Membran-

ous Croup .. = 2

Croup..

(T xphns
Fever - Fnteric

{ Other continued
Epidemic Influenza
Cholera
Plague
Diarrhoea
Enteritis
P[Il't}!"[ul Fever
Erysipelas
Other Septic ])HE:fr.ﬂ-r:‘-!.
Phthisis

Other Tubercular Diseases
Cancer, malignant disease. .

Bronchitis
Pnenmonia
Pleurisy

Other I:f'lww-.ﬁ of LI%EL-}PIEI';I‘-'

tory Organs
Aleohohsm [
Cirrhosis of Liver |
WVenereal diseases
Premature Birth

Digeases and accidents u-f
parinr ition Bk i

Heart diseases
Accidents

Suicides e
All other canses o

All canses ..

Deaths in Whaole Distriet at
Ellhjmnmd .:1;3_,‘55

| 5 and under1s |

<« 1285

Lol i

; | U3
= .
i 0 B el Wi
< | "E' =
10 1 q
2 | 2
) 1 R
(& 4 2
1
19 1 Pl
19 | 10 1)
9
g6 | 14 | 13
26 B | 11
8 2 1
5t a
2
14 1
g | 2
ol | 21 5
| 70 | 57

9

i Deaths
i i o n
Ef ﬁf '=E | Publie
g2 | 2z |3z Instito-
w3 |8F (g d| tons
|
]
1
4 | 10 2
4 4
1 o o
1 gl 1 1
I
A |
3 ] 1
1 4 1 3
Ly1ad b 19 B
11151 |28 | 13
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Cases of Infectious Disease Notified
during the Year 1905.

Clases NoTIFIED IN WHOLE

DistrricT
No. of
Notifiable At Ages—Years Vs ?
Disease Atall] ~ x4 | e ] e "-:I’é to
Ages| & s (e i I e
El-|la|a|8lse
— | . ! =
|
Small-pox .
|
Cholera
Diphtheria
|
Membranous Croup. .
' |
5 i | |
Erysipelas 13 1 2 1 9
!
Scarlet Fever 12 SR 2
™
Typhus Fever i 2l
Enteric Fever 1 1
Relapsing Fever :
Continued Fever |
2]
Puerperal Fever |
Plague
ToTALs 26 5 H 8| 10 2
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE (NOTIFICATION) ACT, 1889.

——adr—

CASES NOTIFIED EACH MONTH.

CausEs
| | |_ 3 S _‘ es e wrr i ng
e - L FEvERs
w3 | | (2 |
it = , a |8 o |l
1-14;" H | e EE | } | ;"" | |
Months |E4 | 2| 8 |8 25| R | R |, |Bg 2|8 |7
- —i "3 = [ EH S e st = = =] g | M
S s |la|AEME|I2lalaglelgl's
=% |8 |6 |2E0| |5 |E[EEl 5|2 ]|E
o | @ Al |R|8 | &lexs| 8|8
A " - (= A.-"
| £ ! ﬂr‘ M| O | A
i
‘ i |
I ' :
| L) I | I
January .. 3 LM T | .
! | | | ’
February ..| 2 | | 1] 1
March i | L _ | & ‘ a 1 |
y L | | : I
April L | | 1| 4 -
| 1
| : I
May o 5. | - 4| 2
1 |
June s 1 1
July i ‘
Angust
September
October
November
December

Y EARLY | |
Tortars 26 13 | 12 1
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SUMMARY of Work done in the Inspector of Nuisances’
Department during the Year 1905.

| Number of | Naumber of | Number of

Informal Formal MNunisances
written Notices by | abated
Notices by order of afber
1, PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS. . Inspector | Authority | Notice
o e o i
E Foul Conditions . .| 9 9
Dwelling-houses |
and + Structural Defects 8 | 3
Schools 1 .
. Overcrowding .. 28 I 23
Liodging-houses .. e s | 4 ' 1
Dairies and Milkshops .. o i 6 i
Cowsheds .. i 5 it 5 1 1
Bakehouses 8 . ]
Slaughter-houses . . i - - G 6
* Ashpits and Privies |- 74 99
Deposits of Refuse and Manure el 10 10
Waterclosets o o e i 17 17
Defective Yard Paving .. oA e 29 28 57
[' Defective Traps .. 7 8 15
House | No Disconnection from -
Drainage Sewers L8 223 T
l Other Fanlts o | 18 - 18
Water Supply .. s
Pigsties .. S e e g 4 4
Animals Improperly Kept o - 8 | 3
Offensive Trades ..
Smoke Nuisances. .
Other Nuisances .. i £ 35 17 17
Totals - i 212 [ 100 312

*30 privies have been replaced by waterclosets, and 76 by ashclosets with
movable bing; 21 vards have been cemented, 18 asphalted, and 21
repaired.




i Number
2. Housing of the Working Classes Act,
1890.

Formal Notices served 4
Dwellings dealt with. . 3
Dwellings made habitable after formal notice 2
Closing Orders applied for
Closing Orders granted by Magistrates I
Dwellings permanently closed

3. Factory and Workshop Act, 1501, |
Action taken, Notices served, &e. T

4. Water, Food and Drugs.
BSamples of Water taken for Analysis ..
+» condemned as unfit for use
Seizures of Unwholesome Food
Convietions for exposing or selling Unwholesome Food ..
Samples of Food and Drugs taken for Analysis
,» fTound Adulterated
5. Precautions against Infectious Disease.
Lots of Infectious Bedding stoved or destroyed .. = 18
|

Houses disinfected after Infectious Diseage b ] 94

Bchools " ”
Prosecutions for exposure of infected persons or things ..|

lonvictions 5 - "

JAMES BURRELL, Inspector of Nuisances,
Janwary Jrd, 1906.
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FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS, LAUNDRIES,
WORKPLACES AND HOMEWORK.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors or Inspectors of

Nuisances.
Number of
EIRmisas: Illﬂpﬂﬂ-_“%rllt.-t;-l; Pr E_'J_E;;
tions | Notices| tions
Stk . |
Factories (including Factory Laundries) .. 16 '
Workshops (including Workshop Laundries)| 348 7 |
Workplaces b o e
Homeworkers’ Premises
Torar .. e 5 i _J-lﬁ-i _| 7
2.—DEFECTS FOUND.
_ ‘ & ae '\umher of .Defeuts- H“mfhﬂr
Farticuiars | Found I{Ltneﬂltﬂl }tﬁfﬁlﬂﬁd' IJI’E?EE?I'

Inspector|

Nuisances under the Public Hmnh,

Aetz (— |
Want of cleanliness ot I 7 7
Want of Ventilation e o
Overcrowding 4 -
Want of fll‘..lltmgﬁ of floors. -
|
|

Other nuisances .. S =
Sanitary (insufflcient
accommo- - unsultable or defec tlm
dation |not separate for sexes |
Uffences under the Factory and
Workshop det :—

Illegal occupation of lt'[lliltl”lﬂullli
bakehouses (s. 101)

Breach of special sanitary leqimc--
ments for bakehouses (ss. 97 to
100} s o

Failure as reﬂ:mlc. 115!; ni out-
workers (s. 107) .

Giving out work to ‘be done in
premises which are

Unwholesome (s 108)
Infected (s. 110) :

Allowing \Hl:iliuﬁ apparel to be
made in premises infected by
scarlet fever or smallpox (s. IU‘JJ

Other offences

=1

Torar. .. s e 5
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3-—-OTHER MATTERS.

CLASS | NUMBER
Matters notified to H.M. Inspectors of Factories : !
Failure to affix Abstract of the Fa-::lam_t, and W ﬂrlmhup
Act (s. 133) o g
Action taken in matters re- Nntlﬁed by H M Inspectarﬁ
ferved by H.M. Inspectors
as remediable under the | -
Public Health Acts, but = -
not under the Factory| Reports (of action taken jl
Act (s. 5) | sent to H.M. Inspectors. .
Other o Ris s et s e
Underground Bakehouses (s. 101) s
In nse during 1904 .. o o s = ol
(In 1904 o 3 A -
Certificates granted -
| In 1905
In use at the end of 1905
Homework : —
List of Outworkers (s. 107)
Lists received .. s 4
A o g _1].*‘ orwarded to other Authorities . .|
il { Received from other Authorities
Homework in unwholesome or infected premises .. =
Notices prohibiting homework in unwholesome pre-
mises (s. 108) .. . 5 . .
Cases of infectious disease notified in home-workers’
premises .. i 5 o b - ‘
Orders prohibiting homework in infected prumiﬁt‘-s
(s. 110) .. S - s . . |
Workshops on the Register (s. 131) at the end of 1905 : 69
B O 8 ] L
&g |
= =
T |
E £ 2 | ‘
G
35 é‘ E"' E ;ﬁ 1 |
agEel |
Lo g
gccgy
=B FoQg
iy |
Total number of workshops on Register .| 69
|
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Weather at Seaham Harbour for the Year 1905.

WIND.

The direction is taken twice daily, viz. : 9 a.m. and % p.m.
The 730 observations thus taken were in the following proporticns:

W.. 5 =
SW 5 .. 126

NW i Tt
1 [ e G
- A o7 a5
= O o o a4
NE o e 46
| iH i e a6
Calm < o a0
730
TEMPERATURE.
i
Average |  Average |
Month Maximum Miniminm | Mean
January .. s 451 . 352 40-1
February .. .. 46-2 | 359 41-0
Marech = . 504 ' a7-0 437
April b o 487 ' 373 43-0
May s o 567 f 42+5 496
June o a 61:6 48-7 651
July £ .. 69-9 . 542 | 62-0
August .. o 638 512 ' 575
September. . s 598 | 485 54-1
October .. o 50°2 39-8 , 45-0
. |
November .. 448 37-3 410
December .. .| 457 48-3 420
Meaxs .. o 535 42'1 47-8

Highest, 81+4, July 14th ; Lowest, 25-4, February 12th.
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RAINFALL.
| .
Month I Total Grﬂ;’:eﬁgiﬁl # | No. of Daye
—
January .. 0 -287 090 on 28rd f
February .. g -G8 | 175 12th 10
March 2 i 1280 | .405  25th 15
April i I 2632 ; 380 22nd 19
May.. . o 644 | 380  2nd 10
June R 2% ‘725 | 525 18th i
July.. o % | 1:262 270  22nd | 8
August .. 2. 2-635 662 3rd 16
September .. il 2:116 455 9th | 16
October ..  ..|°  2-455 | -640  14th 16
November .. Hy : 4-667 590 Ist 19
December .. £ | 406 196 28th 7
19744 BE.

Average for the years 1865 to 1871 inclusive—26:014 inchés
Total for the year 1872 —41-620 inches

Average for the years 1873 1905 inclusive—26-245
Number of days on which rain fell—185

The year 1900 was the wettest in 38 vears (except 1872), viz. 35-836.
The following were the next wettest :-

(1876 .. .. 80083
By GRS -
[BEBL on et SBEHGY
1882 ..' L. 80494

1908 .. ik 32-394

One inch of rain is equal to 1 gallon of water spread over 2 square
feet, or 101 tons on an acre of land.

G. H. AIRD.



