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To the
CHAIRMAN axp MEMBERS or THE HEALTH COMMITTEE.

The year 1959 has progressed smoothly so far as the Health
Department is concerned. As usual the town has proceeded to set
up some new records and this year there is a new peak in the total
number of babies born. Notifications of Whooping Cough, Tuber-
culosis and Pneumonia set new low records and the various death
rates are reasonably satisfactory. The one black spot of the year
centres round the high number of babies dying from infectious
diseases in a year when there has been a relatively low incidence of
disease. These babies appear to have been the innocent victims of
our remote and bureaucratic system of hospital control and this
raises the old moral problem of who is responsible, which was never
more clearly posed than when it was asked ‘*Could Hitler be held
responsible for the deaths of many Jews whom he had never seen
or heard of, simply because he was the nominal head of a system""?

The population increased by 1,140 to reach a new record total
of 61,840. This was made up of a natural increase (births — deaths)
of 719 and a migration increase of 431.

The new Mental Health Act, 1959 became law and will increase
the Health Committee's responsibilities when delegation of powers
is obtained under the Local Government Act of 1958.

Under the Clean Air Act the Health Committee exercised its
powers to hold a Clean Air Exhibition in four new houses on the
Riddings estate to show how a Smoke Control Area could be worked.
It then declared a Smoke Control area in the Riddings estate. A
considerable number of objections were received and a Ministerial
inquiry will be held before any further progress can be made. A
second Smoke Control Area was also declared in the Scotter Road
area where much of the new building in the town is taking place.

For the last six months of the year a different type of atmos-
pheric pollution reading consisting of daily filtering of the air and
measuring of the deposit has been started and the results are given
elsewhere. These show that Scunthorpe’s air is capable of much
improvement.

All the water supplied to the town is now subjected to a soften-
ing process at source.

During the year 31 old houses were either closed or demolished
and 491 new houses were completed.

S









STATISTICS SUMMARISED FOR 1959.

Area of the Borough .. i e e 7,895 acres
Population (Mid 1959 Registrar General's estimate) .. 61,840
Population increase = . . we . RS 1,140
Number of Inhabite] Houses (December 15L19 rate books) 19,208
Density of Population per acre ... .. .. L 7.83
Rateable Naltoe ... | ai e semy et £1,084,880
Product of a Penny Rate ... ... e N £4,439

Live Births—
Number (a) Legitimate M. 614 F. 565

(b) Illegitimate M. 380 F. 27 1,236

Rate per 1,000 population ... . @ —a 19.99
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of mtal hve births .. 4.61
Stillbirths—

Number (a) Legitimate M. 14 E. 10

(b) Illegitimate M. 1 P e 29

Rate per 1,000 total live and still births ... ... 32.92
Total Live and Still Births e 1,265
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year] M. 18 F. 14 32
Infant Mortality Rates—

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births ... 25.89

Legitimate ,, . »» legitimate live births 26.29

Illegitimate ,, »» »s legitimate ,, 17.54
Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeks per

1,000 total live births) e . 16.18
Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate [dealhs under 1 week

per 1,000 fotal live births) .. .. . S 16.18
Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths am:l deaths under

1 week combined per 1,000 total live and stillbirths) 38.7
Maternal Mortality (including abortion)—

Number of deaths .. Nil

Rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths ... ... Nil

BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN INDIVIDUAL WARDS

Estimated
Ward Popu- Births Deaths
lation M. E. Total Rate M. F. Total Rate
Ashby ... 16,948 249 243 492 20.02 78 48 126 7.43
Brumby ... 9,849 82 75 157 1594 34 33 67 6.80
Crosby ... 3,641 40 31 71 19.50 25 19 44 12.08
East - 000 18 18 86 1506 13 8 21 8.70
Frodingham 10,384 94 88 182 17.53 53 33 86 8.28
Park . T,410 45 51 96 1296 46 17 63 8.50
Town ... 3,598 35 35 70 1946 15 16 31 B.62
West . 7.580 81 b 132 17.32 44 85 79 10.87
61,840 644 592 1,236 308 209 517
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SCUNTHORPE SCHOOLS, 1959,

I am indebted to Mr. J. Edmonds, Divisional Educational
Officer, for the following information showing the number of boys
and girls in each school in the Borough during 1959 : —

Number on Roll
Boys Girls  Total

Ashby County Infants .. .  10B 82 190
Ashby County Junior .. v 0 Bl 216 437
Ashby Girls’ Secondary == 481 481
Priory Lane County Infants ... e LA 147 288
Priory Lane County Junior .. e 208 195 401
Lincoln Gardens County Infants 123 109 232
Lincoln Gardens County Junior 249 230 479
Grange Lane County Infants ... .. 163 156 319
Grange Lane County Jumior ... ... 229 241 470
ol Bernadefte’s R.C. .. .. i ) 254 504
Riddings County Infants AP - | 140 293
Riddings County Junior = .. L | 124 245
Rochdale Road County Junior s 184 176 310
Bushfield Road County Infants s - BT 100 207
Brumby County Junior Boys ... g = 354
Brumby County Junior Girls ... e 361 361
Brumby Boys’ Secondary oy el . 534
Crosby County Infants .. S 129 288
Crosby County Junior ... o a4 | 205 426
Doncaster Road Girls’ Secondary — 415 415
Doncaster Road Boys' Secondary w484 — 434
Henderson Avenue County Infants .. 149 111 260
Henderson Avenue County Junior .. 254 225 479
Frodingham County Infants . e 208 202 408
Scunthorpe C.E. Infants .. 64 66 130
Scunthorpe C.E. Junior R e 116 244
Foxhills Secondary 008 316 619
Westcliffe Secondary L . PR 314 652
Riddings Secondary e~ B0 255 535
Ashby Grammar ... .. .. w118 113 226
John Leggott Grammar e 346 353 699

Scunthorpe Grammar ... .. . OBB 446 832
: 6,474 6,278 12,752




DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATIONS.

The number of immunisations in children under 5 years of age
and the number of children born each year for the last five years are

given in the table.

50.969, .

1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

Children
Immunised Children
0—5 years Born

689 997
a67 1093
642 1154
455 1164
523 1236
2876 5644

— ——

The percentage of total births immunised is

IMMUNISATIONS and VACCINATIONS, SCHOOL MEDICAL
INSPECTIONS, MENTAL DEFECTIVES and HOME HELPS.

I am indebted to Dr. C. D. Cormac, County Medical Officer of
Health, for the following information on these services: —

Uiider & years Between 5 and
at date of 18 yean Bt Booating
= icats date of Doses
e immunisation
Diphtheria
Immunisation 22 85 612
Underl| ; | o | 8 | & |5—0|10-24|Tom
Diphtheria and
Whooping
Cough
Immunisation 11 4 1 1 —- 1 — 18
-wra= |Underl 3 [ g | 8 | 4 [5—9|10-14|Total
Diphtheria,
Tetanus and
Whooping
Cough
Immunisation 236 | 199 | 84 6 T 2 — | 484







SCHOOL MEDICAL INSPECTIONS, 1959. TABLE A.

Periodic Inspections

Entrants Leavers
(1st Age (3rd Age Others TOTAL
Defect Defect Gmup] Gmup}
Code or
e e Re- | Re- | Re- | Re- | Re- | Re- | Re- | Re-
quir- | quir- | guir- | quir- | quir- | quir- | quir- | quir-
ing | ing | ing | ing | ing | ing | Ing | ing
treat- |obser-| treat- |obser-| treat- |obser-| treat- |obser-
ment |vation| ment [vation| ment |vation| ment jvation
(1) (2) @ [ |G @ | (M| B | (9 | (@10)
4, Skin .. 1 37 8| 29 12| 40 ] 21 | 108
5. Eyes—
a. Vision ... 4 71184 | 107 | 250 | 223 | 438 | 337
b. Squint 15 40 2 (¥ 10 | 21| 25 67
CEOHE S A Y LS 8 17 = 5 5| 10 8| 32
6. Ears—
a. Hearing ... Tadr “id 1 6 5| 24 T| 44
b. Otitis Media .. — 9 3 1 21 10 5| 20
e Oiber N 1 26 2 4 4| 11 T 41
7. Nose and Throat.. 2 | 176 21 12 6| 47| 10| 235
8. Speech 71 87 1 2 11 11 9 | 100
9. Lymphatic Glands R o == R T 14" 21 1| 80
10, Heaarl ' 2 e 4 37 1 14 21| 30 7| 81
11, Lanps s .. 3 80| — | 81 31 80 6| 161
12. Developmental —
a. Hemnia - .. 1 18 2 1 1 4 4| 23
b. Other - 88 | — 10| 14| 44| 14 | 123
13. Orthopadic—
a. Posture ... - 151 — | 28 | =SB0 ==y
b. Feet 4 | 144 3 16 21 58 9] 218
c. Diber  © — | 144 1| 88 4| 88 5| 270
14. Nervous System— {
a. Epilepsy ... — 6| — 3 3 5 31 14
b. Other —_ ) R 1 1 1 1| 16
15. Psychological —
a. Development e 21 90 21125
b. Stability .. — | 1] —| s| "1V
16. Abdomen ... — 7 1 — 1 5 2.1 22
 WELL T A S, 108 3 11| 26| 50| 85| 168
Boys—1053 Girls—933 Parents Present—1492
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BIRTHS IN THE BOROUGH OF SCUNTHORPE.

Registrar-
Total Recorded Gegneral's Etanisgs.rd 7 R;tgm
Year Births ol Mo b land
Rate bility

Factar Rate and Wales)
1952 1,089 18.91 0.97 18.34 15.3
1953 1,060 18.98 0.97 18.41 15.5
1954 1,042 18.43 0.94 17.32 15.2
1955 997 17.86 0.94 16.32 15.0
1956 1,003 18.60 0.94 17.48 15.7
1957 1,154 19.39 0.93 18.04 16.1
1958 1,164 19.18 0.93 17.84 16.4
1959 1,236 19.99 0.93 18.59 16.5

The total number of live births registered during the year was
1,236. This is once again a record number beating the previous
record set up last year by 72. 644 boys and 592 girls were born and
of these 30 boys and 27 girls were illegitimate. The birth rate is
higher than that of the country as a whole. Year by year the total
number of new babies increases and this means that year by year
the demand for accommodation everywhere in the town increases so
that, unlike many other towns, Scunthorpe does not face a passing
bu}ge problem but faces a continuous and increasing battle of the
bulge.

The ward distribution of babies is unequal and Ashby ward
again heads the list with a total of 492 babies and a birth rate of
20.02. All the rest of the wards have had a fair share of the increase
and all have birth rates varying between 12.96 and 19.5. The
lowest is Park ward. The Town ward, which two years ago had a
rate of 9.82 and a total of 36 babies, has staged a notable comeback
with 70 babies and a birth rate of 19.46.



DEATHS IN THE BOROUGH OF SCUNTHORPE.

Registrar-

Total Recorded G&?’neral‘s Staizﬂdgrd- pefi::gﬂﬂ

Year | peaths Erah C“ﬁlﬁff;a' Death | (Engiand

Facter Rate and Wales)
1952 422 7.68 1.534 11.29 11.3
1953 484 8.66 1.534 11.60 11.4
1954 503 8.89 1.36 12.09 11.2
1955 468 8.15 1.36 11.08 i i B
1956 496 8.44 1.48 12.49 115
1957 517 8.69 1.49 12.95 11.5
1958 554 9.13 1.49 13.60 11.7
1959 517 8.36 1.49 12.46 11.6

This year 517 persons died in the Borough. This figure gives a
recorded death rate of 8.36, which multiplied by the Registrar
General's comparability factor, gives a standardised death rate of
12.46 as compared with the national death rate of 11.6. This is a
big improvement on last year when there was a record number of
deaths and consequently a high death rate.

Of the 517 deaths, 308 were males and 209 were females.

As regards the age at death there has been a tendency over the
last few years for more and more people to live to a ripe old age.
So much so that the ten year age grouping which used to stop at age
75 and over is now being continued up to age 95 and over. Up to
the year 1921 the age classification stopped at an upper limit of 65
and over because further classes were unnecessary. For the last 30
years or so it has been necessary to increase this upper class limit to
75 and over, and now it is necessary to increase the upper limit to 95
and over. This leads naturally to the thought that in another 30 or
40) years it may be necessary to use classifications for ages of well
over a hundred years. There is no good reason why increased know-
ledge of how to lead a healthy life should not increase the span of
the average useful life by many decades; already improved know-
ledge has removed much of the danger of high blood pressure from
the newer recruits to the ranks of the middle-aged and it appears
certain that recent advances in the knowledge of the part played by
animal and vegetable fats in the diet will, in the near future, also
free them from the danger of coronary disease and arterio sclerosis.
It is therefore not unrealistic to suggest that by the time the popula-
tion of Scunthorpe reaches 100,000 persons there will be as many
persons reaching 100 years of age and over as there are now people
reaching the ripe old age of 80 years.
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39 persons died under the age of 15 years, from 15 to 45 years
35 persons died, from 45 to 65 years 148 persons died, from 65 to 75
years 124 persons died, from 75 to 85 years 141 persons died and
from 85 to 95 years 29 persons died. Only 1 person was over 95
years at death this year. The number of people who were over 75
vears of age at death was 171. This is 33 per cent. of the total
deaths. Last year this percentage was 83.03, in 1957 it was 30.8,
in 1956 it was 30.6 and in 1955 it was 29.1.

The most common cause of death according to the Registrar
General’s classification is number 18 or Coronary Heart Disease
with 99 deaths. The next one is cause 17, Cerebral Vascular
Lesions or Strokes with 67 deaths. Third place is taken by number
20, Other Heart Disease, with 54 deaths.

The 36 causes can be further regrouped and when this is done
Heart Disease (numbers 18, 19, 20, 21) with 184 deaths take first
place; next comes Cancer (numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) with 96
deaths; third is Strokes (number 17) with 67 deaths; then come the
Respiratory Diseases (numbers 22, 23, 24, 25) with 50 deaths.
Deaths from violence (numbers 33, 34, 35, 36) numbered 34.

When the sex distribution of the deaths in these groups is con-
sidered it will be seen that there are marked differences in certain
of the groups. The Heart Diseases group accounted for 116 males
and 68 females. There were therefore about twice as many men
attacked by fatal heart disease as there were women. If the age and
sex distribution is compared it appears that men in general are
attacked about ten years younger than females and about twice as
often,

The numbers of males and females who died of Cerebral Vas-
cular Lesions, cause number 17, are 36 males and 31 females. The
sex difference is therefore very slight, but if the age and sex
distribution is compared, then once again it appears that males are
attacked about ten years earlier than females. These differences are
shown in the two graphs.

Cancer deaths with 55 males and 41 females show a preponder-
ance of males but most of this preponderance is accounted for by the
male deaths for lung cancer. The age and sex distribution of these
deaths are similar.

The Respiratory Diseases group is another group in which more
than twice as many male deaths occurred. The figures are 35 males
and 15 females.

As regards the place where death occurred, most people die
either in a hospital or at home and it is only very few who happen
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Numbers in Age Groups

HEART DISEASE (Registrar General's Cause Nos. 18, 19, 20, 21).
Graph of Age at Death in Age Groups—Male and Female.
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S FIGURES FOR CAUSES
OF DEATHS DURING 1959,

Cause No. Males Females Total
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory .. W 1 3
&, Tubercalesis, ofher, S ool S lE — - —
8. Syphilihie Thsease . . e — .. )
4. Diphtheria R e T S == 2y —
5. Whooping Cough ... e B e — —
6. Meningococcol Infection ... .. — 1 1
7. Acole Palomyelisss _.. § o 0 Do — _— —
8. Measles ... - — 1 1
9. Other Infective md Parasmc leﬁase == 1 1
10. Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 12 2 14
11. Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Brun-::hus 15 4 23
12. Malignant Neoplasm, Breast ... ik g 11 11
13. Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus ... — 5 5
14. Other Malignant and L}rmphahc Neo-
plagns © D oot e s b 19 44
15. Leukamia, ﬂleukmrma e/ 0 e S 3 4
16, Diabates .’ aai i i 1 1 2
17. Vascular Lesions of Central Nervous
237 1 o G S S ARl fo S T 36 81 67
18. Coronary Dlseasi: ARpgina) ua. | s SOE 28 99
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease ... 4 6 10
20. Other Heart Disease ... AR 28 54
21. Other Circulatory Disease .. L D 6 21
22. Influenza Sy Ty 09 — 2
23. Pneumonia o A 5 18
24. Bronchitis £ 16 10 26
25. Other Diseases 'Df Res.plramry System 4 - 4
26. Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum 3 1 4
27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrheea .. 3 2 5
28. Nephritis and Nephrosis 3 2 5
29. Hyperplasia of Prostate 4 — 4
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion — — =
31. Congenital Malformations H 2 ¥
32. Other Defined and Ill-Defined Dlseases 26 23 49
33. Motor Vehicle Accidents ... O 3 11
84. All Other Accidents ... .. S 7 13
S8, Buichde: .  sus ke SRR O 4 G 10
36. Homicide and ClpEralmns of War — == e
308 209 517
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AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF CAUSES OF DEATH
BY REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S RETURNS OF 36 GROUPS.
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INFANT MORTALITY.

During the year 52 babies died ; 18 were boys and 14 were girls,
and this gives an infant mortality rate of 25.89. This is a little
higher than the national rate. Most of the babies died in hospital,
the figures being 27 hospital deaths and 5 home deaths.

The causes of the deaths are given in the table which also gives
the age and sex distribution. This shows that 9 babies died of
Prematurity. All these 9 deaths occurred in the first week of life
and 6 of them occurred in the first 24 hours. The next highest total
is shown as Congenital Defects with 6 deaths; 4 of these occurred in
the first week and 2 in the first 24 hours. Two causes gave 5 deaths
each. These were Birth Injuries and Pneumonia. All the 5 deaths
from Birth Injuries occurred within the first week of life and four of
them occurred within the first 24 hours. All the babies who died of
Pneumonia were over a month old. Two babies died of Encepha-
litis and both of these were over six months old. One baby died of
Atelectasis and one accidentally choked after regurgitating its food.
Both these babies were less than a week old. One baby died of
Meningitis, one of Influenza and one of Gastro-Enteritis. All these
three were more than a month old. Of the 32 deaths 12 died before
they were 24 hours old. All of these died of one of three causes,
Prematurity 6, Birth Injuries 4, and Congenital Defects 2. During
the rest of the first week of life 8 more babies died giving a total of
20 and bringing the individual cause total of Prematurity to 9, Birth
Injury to 5, Congenital Defects to 4, and adding 1 to Atelectasis and
1 Accident. No babies died during the next three weeks of life so
that the total for the first week and the first month are the same
this year.

During the next eleven months of life a further 12 babies died.
Two were due to Congenital Defects and no less than ten were
deaths from the various infectious diseases. Five babies died of
Pneumonia, 2 babies died of Encephalitis and 1 baby died of each
of the three diseases Gastro-Enteritis, Influenza and Meningitis.

There were Coroner’s inguests on 5 babies; three on babies
dying in the War Memorial Hospital and two on babies dying at
home. All these deaths were due to infectious diseases. The three
hospital inquests were diagnosed as 1 Encephalitis and 2 Pneumonia,
and the two home ones were 1 Meningitis and 1 Pneumonia.

Five of the 32 babies died at home and the cause of death in
the remaining three was one Accidental Death, one Birth Injury
and one Meningo-encephalitis. Only three of the 32 babies died in
the War Memorial Hospital and a Coroner’s inquest was required
on all three of them. Three babies died in Brumby Hospital; two
of Pneumonia and one of Influenza.
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The number of notified admissions to Brumby Infectious
Diseases Hospital in 1957 was 236 and the number of deaths of
babies from infectious diseases that year was 3; 2 Pneumonia and 1
Bronchitis. None of these babies died in Brumby Hospital.

This year there were 82 notified admissions to Brumby Hospital
and 10 deaths of babies from the infectious diseases; 8 of these in
Brumby Hospital.

These figures must be considered in association with the
changes which the Regional Hospital Board made in the care and
accommodation of local infectious diseases cases last year and which
caused such widespread local opposition. All three Medical Officers
of Health in the areas involved were unanimous in advising their
Councils that the changes would inevitably lead to an increase in
the number of preventible deaths, especially in babies, and it is
tragic that a distant and disinterested Board, which cannot even
know about these deaths, should be in a position to gravely increase
the risk to survival of Scunthorpe babies and to remain completely
impervious to any possibility of being held responsible for these
easily foreseeable results. Birth, sickness and death are the most
personal of problems, and like all personal problems should be dealt
with as personally and locally as possible. If they must be made the
subject of state control then this control should be left as far as is
possible in the hands of local, approachable and responsible elected
representatives.
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NEONATAL MORTALITY.

The Neonatal Mortality Rate is the number of babies under 4
weeks of age who die during the year, related to the number of live
births in the same year. This year 32 babies in this age group died,
20 in the first 7 days of life. 9 of these were due to Prematurity.

Neonatal Mortality Rate.

Year
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

England and Wales

18.9
8 L
17.7
17.3
16.9
15.6
16.2
15.8

Scunthorpe

24.06
10.38
11.51
22.06
20.12
15.59
18.90
16.18

CAUSES OF INFANT DEATHS DURING 1959.
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VENEREAL DISEASES.

The following table shows the number of persons residing in
Scunthorpe who attended the Clinic during 1959 : —

Males Females
Syphilis (early) ... ... T _
Syphilis (latent) ... e e 1 2
Syphilis (congenital) ... .. = 2
GODOIEIER. . - e oees o 23 3
Other Conditions @ = ... | o 39 7
ToraLs .. 63 14

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Excluding Tuberculosis 550 notifications of infectious diseases
were received during the year. This is a reasonably low figure
because there have been no serious outbreaks of any of the notifiable
diseases.

As regards the individual diseases, Measles was the most
common and was notified 267 times. This is a relatively low figure
for this disease if we remember that there were over 1,300 notifica-
tions last year.

Dysentery was notified 138 times. This was higher than usual
and was due to a small outbreak during the first three months of the
year which accounted for over a hundred of the notifications and
which is reported on in more detail elsewhere.

Scarlet Fever was notified 116 times and this figure is a little
higher than the numbers notified for the past few years.

Pertussis was notified 12 times and this is also the lowest
number recorded since notification commenced. It is reasonable to
associate this with the immunisation of children against pertussis
which has been going on for some years.

There were 11 notifications of Pneumonia and this is the lowest
number ever notified in a year.

One case of Paratyphoid Fever was notified. This was caused
by the Para B type of organism and occurred in a youth who had
never been outside Scunthorpe, and the problem of how he picked
up this infection remains unsolved. It is ten years since the last
case occurred.

One case of Poliomyelitis was notified. This occurred in a
person who was proved to have received all 3 doses of the anti-polio
injections.

Excluding Tuberculosis and Pneumonia there were 3 deaths
from the notifiable infectious diseases. One was a baby of 8 months
who died of Meningococcal Meningitis, one was a baby of 7 months
who died of Encephalitis and the third was an adult who contracted
measles and died.









SCHOOL DISTRIBUTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES, 1959.
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Frodingham Infants

Foxhills

nior
Henderson Avenue Infants

Henderson Avenue Junior..
Lincoln Gardens Infants...
Lincoln Gardens Junior

Priory Lane Infants

Gurnell Street Infants
Gurnell Street Junior
Grammar

John Leggott Grammar ...
Rochdale Road Junior

St. Bernadette's

St. Hugh's

Brigg Preparatory
]nﬁntﬁ

Crosby

Technical College

Priory Lane Junior
Westcliffe

Ashby Infants
Ashby Junior
Ashby Girls
Brumby Junior
Brumby Boys
Bushfield Road
Crosby Ju
Doncaster

Grange Lane Infants
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Riddings Junior
Riddings Senior
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.

Atmospheric Pollution.

During 1959, a Smoke Control Area on the south west edge of
the town was declared. Objections to the proposed area were sent
to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, but at the end
of 1959 no Inquiry had been held,

This area necessitates considerable inspection work and the
following are the details of the area—

Area—313 acres
1,200 council houses, 245 private houses, 15 shops,
1 hotel, 1 garage and 3 schools.

The private houses and 36 council houses were inspected and
found to require some form of conversion. The remaining council
houses are all of recent construction and fitted with suitable appli-
ances capable of burning smokeless fuel.

A Clean Air Exhibition of appliances and various kinds of fuel
was held in May for 4 days at a local church hall and over 1,000

people visited.

4 council houses were used as exhibition houses for burning
smokeless fuels viz. electricity, gas, coke and special smokeless
fuels. Ower 10,000 people visited in the 15 days the houses were

open.

During the year, 19 smoke observations were made. These
were mainly on 3 chimneys. It was necessary in 2 instances for
exemption certificates to be issued under Section 1 of the Clean Air
Act. As a result, one firm converted a coal fired furnace to gas
fired and so abated the smoke nuisance, and the second firm inti-
mated that they propesed in the forthcoming year to change from
solid fuel to electricity. No exemption certificate was considered
necessary in the third instance, because the firm called in fuel
Lfﬁclency experts who by frial and test found that the smoke
nuisance was due to an inefficient boiler and by carrying out l'l?:pall‘!:'-
and shortening the fire bed have greatly minimised smoke emission.

10 sets of plans were perused in connection with the installation
of boilers and heights of chimneys. There were no adverse com-
ments on the plans.

In June of the year a Volumetric SO, and Smoke Recorder was
installed at the Public Health Department and readings are now
being sent to the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research.



The following table shows the results.

Sulphur Dioxide Smoke
p.p. 100 m. mg. /100 m.,
Highest | Lowest | Average | Highest | L.owest | Average
June 8.7 9 4.1 20 4 9
July 7.4 0.5 2.7 20 2 6
August 13.0 0.6 3.2 20 2.0 7
September 6.8 9 3.8 27 4 15
October 19.8 1.2 10.5 H4 5 20
November 19.7 1.7 10.7 86 7 46
December 17.9 2.4 10.2 G6 9 a7

This is the first time that this type of result has been included
in this report and the following small table of average readings
from different types of areas is included to give perspective to the
figures,

: Sulphur Dioxide Smoke
Locality p.p. 100 m. mg. /100 m.,
Heavy Industry over 10 over 50
Cities and Urban Areas 10 20—50
Rural Areas less than 1 less than 1

HOUSING.
New Houses.

491 houses were completed during the year, 324 by the local
authorities, 4 by other local authorities and 163 by private builders.

Sub-Standard Houses.

During the year 7 houses were the subject of Demolition Orders
(7 Ferry Road, 58, 60, 55, 57, Old Crosby and 1 and 2 Viaduct
Cottages) and a Closing Order was made in respect to 1 house (9
Crosby Road).

8 houses were demolished as a result of Demolition Orders
(121—131 Ashby High Street, 51a Ashby High Street and 7 Ferry
Road). The 9 houses in the Wells Square Compulsory Purchase
Order were also demolished. In addition 7 houses were demolished
by informal procedure (la Home Street, 51 Ashby High Street and
9—17 Chapel Street. 1a Home Street was purchased by the Council
to allow for market development).
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DRAINAGE AND SANITATION.

There are only 10 houses with pail closets. The remaining
houses are all provided with water closets and with the exception of
67 are all connected to the main sewerage system. These 67 houses
are connected either to cesspools (23) or septic tanks (44) and are in
parts of the town where there is no public sewerage scheme.

Public Baths.

21 samples of baths water were sent for bacteriological examina-
tion and 1 was unsatisfactory. 8 samples were sent for chemical
analysis.

I am indebted to the Baths Superintendent, Mr. E. Oates, for
the following information : —

‘“ Attendances January—December, 1959: —
(a) No. of swimmers including yearly ticket holders 111,778
(b) Swimming Clubs and Royal Air Force, etc. ... 16,032

(c) School swimmers (Lindsey) ... ... B
(d) Slipper Baths T s T i 15,597

Grand Total 175,134

Two clubs only enjoy exclusive sessions for water polo.

The 100,000 gallons of water in the swimming pools are main-
tained in the highest standard of purity and quality by the most
up-to-date methods and equipment through filtration and sterilisa-
tion by break-point chlorination.

The problem of maintaining the purity of swimming pool water
is very complex, for the same water is re-circulated and open to
contamination from the bathers, the pool surround and indeed from
the atmosphere. Chlorination is the proven method of destroying
water-borne diseases throughout the bath.

Further purification is achieved by means of a series of highly
effective filters which remove impurities of all kinds from the water.

The pumps and filters etc. at the Scunthorpe Baths can take
approximately 27,000 gallons per hour, and the water in the pools
15 muvmg fc-:m.'atantlj.Ir through the filtering, sterilising and heating
processes.

REFUSE AND SALVAGE.
1. Refuse.

During the year 28,000 tons of refuse have been collected and
disposed of at Brigg Road Tip. Disposal is carried out by the con-
trolled tipping method. Approximately 20,000 tons of soil have
been excavated on the site for covering-up purposes. A large area
of low-lying land around the depot was filled in with good hard core






2. Cost Statement.

Collection  Disposal Total

Revenue Account £ £ £
Gross expenditure ... 33,023 14,302 47,825
Gross income ... 409 12,612 13,021
Metocost . . ... 52,614 1,690 34,304
Unit Costs: s. d. A A
* Gross cost per ton.. 21 7 6 3 27 10
t Net cost per ton... 23 4 1k 24 5

* __Labour and transport costs only.
t—All expenditure, this being a reduction of 1/- per
ton on the 1958 /59 costs.

Rodent Confrol—Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

The Rodent Operative visited 50 premises owned by the local
authority, 766 dwelling houses, 142 business premises and 9 premises
classed as agricultural property. There were 58 special visits made
by Public Health Inspectors. There were no major infestations
during the year. The properties treated were 12 owned by the local
authority, 216 private houses, and 59 business premises.

The sewers received their usual test baiting and normal baiting
during the year. Out of 181 manholes test baited only 11 showed
part takes, and in the 295 manholes which received normal baits no
takes of any description were noted.

It would appear from these results that the prevalence of rats
in the sewers is still on the decrease.

Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951.
The 3 registered premises were inspected and no contraventions

noted.

FOOD HANDLING.
General,

370 visits were made to the various food premises in the town
and 15 contravenlions were abated. These occurred at 4 grocers’
and 3 butchers’ shops. The contraventions were of a minor nature
being mainly concerned with the provision of first aid boxes, nail
brushes and the display of notices, etc. However, 5 wash bowls
with hot and cold water were provided.

Bakehouses.

There are now 20 bakehouses in the town, an increase of 4.
All were inspected during the year and were found to be in a satis-
factory condition.
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Fried Fish and Chip Shops.
No contraventions were found in 46 fried fish and chip shops.

One fried fish shop remained closed throughout the year and will
not re-open until great alterations are effected.

Butchers Shops.

65 visits were paid to the 60 butchers’ shops in the town and
contraventions were remedied in 3 shops.

Travelling Shops.
The number of mobile shops touring the town continues to
increase and every endeavour is made to inspect them.

y
-

Dairies.

The two dairies in the town continue to produce and supply
heat treated milk.

Raw milk arrives in suitable tankers at one dairy and is pro-
cessed immediately and at the other dairy the milk arrives in churns.
It is sampled regularly.

55 samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk were bacteriologically
examined and 22 failed to pass the Methylene Blue Test. These
failures were from 12 producers. The milk of two of the producers
failed on three consecutive occasions which necessitated many visits
by the County Milk Production Officers.

Ice Cream.

Loose ice-cream is retailed in the town by 2 local and 3 outside
producer /retailers. The vans, which were all found to be clean,
are provided with wash-hand basins and hot and cold water. The
standard of ice-cream sold in the town both from a bacteriological
and chemical standard is, in the main, very good.

Cafes and Snack Bars.

There are at present 26 premises where a person can obtain
some kind of a meal in the town. These are divided into 3 groups.

(a) Cafes used solely for the service of main meals 9
(b) Cafes attached to other building R ||
(c) Snack Bars - 7

Included in the above are cafes catering for the foreign popu-
lation of the town and include 1 Chinese, 2 Indian, 1 Pakistan and
1 Polish.

Visits were made during the year and the premises were found
to be clean and satisfactory. It was necessary in one instance to
have a kitchen cleansed and in another a wash-hand basin was pro-
vided.
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Registered and Other Food Preparing Premises.

There are 42 premises registered for the preparation of meat
and fish products classified as 83 butchers’ shops, 7 bakehouses, 1
fried fish and chip shop and 1 wet fish shop.

There are also four other types of food premises, viz. 1 mineral,
1 sweets, 1 crisps and 1 poultry dressing, These are also satis-

factory.
Po“.lw-l

During recent years the chicken has become less of a luxury
dish. At one time, poultry on the table was reserved for high days
and holidays. Pouliry was sold by a poultry dealer and occasionally
the butcher. Now, it can be seen in most food shops, on the
counter, or in the modern deep freeze cabinets. In Scunthorpe, the
eating of poultry has been greatly increased by the local coloured
population who consider this their staple diet instead of red meat.

Out of this demand for white meat has arisen a new type ot
food premises, viz. poultry dressing, and one such factory exists in
the town. During an average week approximately 4,000 head of
poultry are killed and dressed for sale throughout the country.
Regular visits are made to this factory.

Shops.

The number of shops continues to increase and the present
position is that there are 980 premises, comprising 389 houses and
shops, 111 lock-up shops attached to dwelling houses and 480
separate lock-up shops.

This total includes 201 grocers, 24 greengrocers and 36 con-
fectionery shops, which are regularly visited to ensure compliance
with the Food Hygiene Regulations. Inspections are also carried
out at night and weekends to see they comply with the hours of
closing under the Shops Act.

Slaughterhouses.

There are two slaughterhouses in the town. One owned by a
private trader and the other owned by the Corporation and leased
to the Fatstock Marketing Corporation. Both are in good condition
and well kept.

INSPECTION OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

Meat Inspection.

The meat killed in the town still continues to receive 1009%,
inspection at the two slaughterhouses. This has necessitated a
certain amount of overtime being done by the Inspectors. Dressed
carcases etc. killed and inspected in other towns which are sold in the
Borough receives regular checking.

There was an increase in the number of sheep and pigs killed
at the abattoir and pigs killed at the private slaughterhouse, whilst
the number of beasts killed at the abattoir showed a decrease of 200.

The total weight of meat condemned during the year was
approximately the same as in the previous year.
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Other Foods.

Whilst inspecting premises in connection with the Food Hygiene
Regulations, due regard is paid to food either exposed for sale or
deposited for the purpose of sale. Frequent visits are made to the
stalls in both Public Markets as well as keeping a check on food in
mobile shops, warehouses, etc.

The Inspectors are called to food shops and warehouses to check
over old stock and to issue certificates of unfitness as required. A
total of 2 tons 64 cwts. of tinned goods etc. were surrendered as
unsound and disposed of on the Council’s controlled tip.

Milk.
The following licences are in force: —

Dealer’'s (Pasteuriser’s) licence authorising the use of
the special designation **Pasteurised’’ .. 2

Dealer’s (Pasteuriser’s) licence authorising the use of
the special designation ‘‘Tuberculin Tested
T T

Dealer's (Steriliser's) licence authorising the use of
the special designation ‘‘Sterilised”” .. 2

Dealer’s supplementary licence authorising the use of
the special designation ‘‘Sterilised” ... 161

Dealer’'s supplementary licence to sell Tuberculm
Tested Milk 2

Bacteriological Examination.
The following are the results from the 524 samples of milk taken
during the year: —

| B

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Total

Pasteurised e 89 1 90
T.T. {Pasteumed} ...... 89 - 89
Sterilised N R 90 — 90
Tuberculin Te:.ted 33 22 55

301 23 524

Biological Examination.
The following are the results from 93 samples of milk taken
during the year: —
Satisfactory Brucella T.B. Total

Ungraded ... . WA 2 i 54
Tuberculin Tested ... 31 R = 39
83 10 — 93
Gerber Samples.
Number examined .. .. s e 108
Number deficient in fat .. My cmoncth 6
Number deficient in solids-not-fat ... ... 11

Follow-up samples were taken and it was found necessary to
take a formal sample in one instance.
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