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To the
CHAIRMAN anp MEMBERS oF tTHE HEALTH COMMITTEE.

The year 1958 has turned out to be a most eventful one so far as
the Health Department was concerned.

The year started quietly with nothing more than the tail end of
the previous year's influenza epidemic to worry about, but at the
end of January the Sheffield Regional Hospital Board let loose a
plan on the unsuspecting town which involved dismissing your
Medical Officer of Health as infectious diseases specialist, transferring
all the fever cases to Grimsby, filling the fever hospital with cancer
patients and finally transferring all cancer beds to Lincoln and with
them the cancer specialist, thus depriving the town of two specialists
and a modern cancer unit as well as closing the infectious diseases
wards. This reactionary scheme caused a great deal of local feeling
which culminated in a petition signed by over ten thousand people
in Scunthorpe asking for the retention of your Medical Officer as the
fever expert at Brumby Hospital. This petition was presented to
the Ministry of Health but failed to achieve its direct aim and the
previous happy combination of treatment and prevention under the
same control came to an end on the 30th of April.

The town was soon to be affected adversely by the new system
as is shown in the reports on the smallpox scare and the food
poisoning outbreak. The former might well have been avoided by
more experienced handling in the early stage, and the latter, which
was the first extensive outbreak of food poisoning experienced by the
town since the war, would certainly have been recognised and dealt
with as a public health problem as soon as the early cases had been
admitted to Brumby Hospital.

However the publicity and agitation did produce some very
useful results. The first was the issue of the Ministry of Health
circular H.M. (58) 29 relating to the closure or change of use of
Hospitals from which I quote the summary. “°Boards are asked to
consult the Minister before closing or changing the use of any hospi-
tal in such a way as to terminate any of the objects of the hospital in
existence on 4th July, 1948, and in doing so to supply full particulars
of the way in which they propose to ensure that the objects of the
hospital are so far as practicable not prejudiced by the change.”
This circular made it clear that Brumby must remain an infectious
disease hospital at least for the duration of a demand for infectious
diseases beds and that it could not be turned to the use of cancer
patients, or for that matter any other disease than infectious diseases
without the prior approval of the Minister after consultation with the
interested local authorities. Thus Scunthorpe’s local fever hospital
was saved for local fever cases. This same circular indicates that
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the local authorities should have been consulted over the plan to
change the use of the cancer beds at the War Memorial Hospital if it
is still intended to close these beds down.

Another important result was the long overdue but nevertheless
surprising appointment of the Chairman of your Health Committee
to the local Hospital Management Committee. It is to be hoped that
this will be followed by his appointment to the Regional Hospital
Board because no layman in Scunthorpe is more fitted by his interest
and experience nor more advantageously placed by his membership
of so many Committees concerned with Health and Hospitals to
bring the light of recent accurate local information to a body whose
plans so far as Scunthorpe is concerned might be described as both
abstracted and abstracting.

The new Local Government Act became law during the year.
This Act relates to compulsory delegation of Health and Education
powers to local authorities with a population of 60,000 or more. At
the relevant date Scunthorpe had an official population of over
59,000 and was entitled to ask for permission to claim these powers
because of the special local circumstances. The Act comes into
operation on 1st January, 1959 and if the town obtains these powers
the final step to County Borough status will be a short one.

During the year the Periodic Atmosphere Pollution Survey was
carried out. The six standard gauges were placed in their previous
positions throughout the town and the monthly readings are given
fully in the report. There is no doubt that the various extension
projects in the local Heavy Industry are resulting in bigger and
better works with bigger and better production figures and bigger and
better wage packets but it is unfortunate that they are also producing
bigger and brighter clouds of air pollution and it is now possible to
pin-point Scunthorpe from many miles away by its characteristic
pillar of smoke by day and its pillar of fire by night.

Moses led his followers by such a device but he only used it in
the wilderness and not when he reached the promised land. The
Council might be considered to be approaching the promised land
because plans are already in hand to make the whole of the residen-
tial part of the town a Smoke Control Area but the local steel indus-
try, judging by the size of its smoke signals is still very much
befogged in the wilderness.

This year the population increased by 1,210 to 60,700. The
natural increase of births (1,164) minus deaths (554) was 610 so that
the migration increase was 600.

There was a record number of births this year and also a record
number of deaths but these figures are mainly the result of the
steadily increasing population which is of course also a record.
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STATISTICS SUMMARISED FOR 1958,

Area of the Boropgh @ .. .. . NS 7,895 acres
Population (Mid-1958 Registrar GenEral s estimate) ... 60,700
Fopulation inerease @ . o o - 1,210
Number of inhabited houses (December 1'3}58 rate books) 18,783
Density of population per acre ... o 7.69
Rateable Value Lieide ) ST £1,055,079
Product of penny rate ... i PN £3,864
Live Births—(a) Legitimate M. 552 F. 553
(b) Illegitimate M. 28 F. 31 1,164
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population ... ... .. 19.18
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births ... 5.07
Still-births—(a) Legitimate M. 12 F. 10 :
(b) Illegitimate M. 1 | R | 24
Still-births Rate per 1,000 live and still-births ... ... 20.20
Total live and still-births ... A sy T 1,188
Death Rate per 1,000 pupula.tlon i e R 9.13
Number of deaths under 1 year M. 17 F. 13 30
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births—total ... 25.77
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births—legitimate.. 24.05
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births—illegitimate 1.72
Number of deaths under 4 weeks M. 13 F. 9 22
Neonatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births ... ... 18.9
Perinatal Deathsstill-births (24) 4+ deaths under 7 days
(19) i mg e 43
Perinatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 total live and still-
BirthE i s ae aen D ma T 36.2
Maternal Deaths (mcludmg abortlun) T 4 1
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still-births..... 0.842

BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN INDIVIDUAL WARDS.

Estimated
Ward Popu- Births Deaths

lation M. F. Total Rate M. F. Total Rate
Ashby ... 15,978 243 211 454 2841 57 41 98 6.13
Brumby ... 9782 89 78 167 17.07 54 40 94 9.51
Crosby ... 3,678 23 37 60 16.31 32 22 54 14.68
East e S48 AR 28 35 1447 27 6 33 13.65
Frodingham 10,222 105 89 194 18.98 51 35 86 8.41
Park - 1,536 45 61 106 1445 81 30 61 B.02
Town .. 9,648 20 37 57 15.68 39 22 61 16.72
West - 1,638 43 48 91 1191 87 30 67 8.5

60.700 580 584 1,164 328 226 554
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MEDICAL SERVICES IN SCUNTHORPE.

There are 25 doctors engaged in General Practice in the
Borough.

The Hospital Services are the same as they have been since
before the war. There is one General Hospital, one Infectious
Diseases Hospital and one Maternity Home. The Hospital Services
are inadequate for the demand and the waiting time for out-patient
and in-patient treatment is increasing.

In 1939 the population of the town was 43,940. In 1948 when
the hospitals were nationalised and put under Regional control the
population was 51,100, It is now 60,700. Thus during the last ten
years the population of the town has increased by almost ten thou-
sand persons and no foresight has been shown in providing extra
hospital facilities. It is reasonable to compare the performance of
the local authorities in providing over 5,000 new houses, a new civic
theatre, new branch libraries, new parks, miles of new streets, a new
market, 13 new schools, a new Technical College, a new Old Folks
Home, a new Occupation Centre and a new Police Station and
Law Courts and to question whether the Regional system has failed
locally. It is reasonably certain that if hospitals had remained a
local responsibility, increased beds and increased services would
have been provided years ago.

The National Health Service is now a direct cost on the national
exchequer and in gﬂﬁnyear’s Budget, out of a total expenditure of
about £5,000,000 the top three items are, first Defence with
£1,435,000,000, second Interest on the National Debt with
£733,000,000 and third Health with £557,000,000. The figure for
Health is at the moment third but if the service is ever to be fully
implemented as planned in the original Act by building Hospitals
and Health Centres, by bringing staff and salaries up to accepted
levels and by cutting out all charges for prescriptions, appliances
and dental treatment, then it is likely that the Health costs will
become first in size as well as in importance at least in times of peace,

The County Council runs two clincs, one at Parkinson Avenue
and one at Ashby, where a variety of services are available.

Scunthorpe Borough Nursing Association.
The following table gives details of cases nursed and visits paid
during 1958: —

Cases NURSED. Visits Paip,
Midwifery ... e 322 Midwifery ... ... 5,635
Maternity ... 65 Maternity ... B i |
General S General .o " 46,252
Maternity Home ... 597 Maternity Home ... 2,053
Maternal Complaints — Casual 0 RN
Miscarriage 1 Ante-Natal e 8,824

Others SRR 1
1,931 58,836




Public Mortuary.

52 bodies were received during the year and 44 post-mortem
examinations were performed. In addition the mortuary at the War
Memorial Hospital was used by the police 34 times for cases of
sudden death which came to their notice.

SCUNTHORPE SCHOOLS, 1958.

I am indebted to Mr. J. Edmonds, Divisional Educational
Officer, for the following information showing the number of boys
and girls in each school in the Borough during 1958: —

Number on Roll
Boys Girls  Total

Ashby County Infants ... S 83 195
Ashby County Junior ... ... w85 193 388
Ashby Girls" Secondary — 473 473
Priory Lane County Infants’ ... ... 128 119 247
Priory Lane County Junior .. i 206 252 508
Lincoln Gardens County Infants’” .. 119 112 231
Lincoln Gardens County Junior ... 286 267 553
Grange Lane County Infants’ ... ... 186 166 352
Grange Lane County Junior .. ) 236 454
siBemadeties R.C. ... .. e 244 228 472
Riddings County Infants’ e L b 124 112 236
Rochdale Road County Junior w182 219 401
Bushfield Road County Infants’ ... 113 112 225
Brumby County Junior Boys” .. 402 — 402
Brumby County Junior Girls' s — 381 381
Brumby Boys' Secondary Ul A S — 539
Crosby County Infants’ .. 142 124 266
Crosby County Junior i B0 297 447
Doncaster Road Girls’ Secondary — 444 444
Doncaster Road Boys' Secondary o 488 - 436
Henderson Avenue County Infants” .. 149 120 269
Henderson Avenue County Junior ... 285 246 531
Frodingham County Infants’ .. ... 192 197 389
Scunthorpe C.E. Infants’ . 74 138
Scunthorpe C.E. Junior et U 126 257
Foxhills Secondary - e [ BI2 318 630
Westcliffe Secondary i A e DDD 311 666
Riddings Secondary e e R 176 169 345
Ashby Grammar ... i Co 54 105
John Leggott Grammar ... o | DL 244 559
Scunthorpe Grammar .. w003 439 822

6,315 6,146 12,461




DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATIONS.

The number of immunisations in children under 5 years of age
and the number of children born each year for the last five years are

given in the table.

54.729 .

1954
1955
1956
1957
1958

Children

Immunised Children

0—5 years Born

...... 629 1042

...... 689 997

...... 567 1093

______ 642 1154

455 1164

2082 2450

The percentage of total births immunised is

IMMUNISATIONS and VACCINATIONS, SCHOOL MEDICAL
INSPECTIONS, MENTAL DEFECTIVES and HOME HELPS.

I am indebted to Dr. C. D. Cormac, County Medical Officer of
Health, for the following information on these services: —

Between 5 and
Under 5 years | ®3/"vears at - | Boosting
. R date of Doses
immunisation mmEES R
Diphtheria
Immunisation 67 153 575
Underl 1 [ o | 8 | 4 |5—9|10-14|Tota
Diphtheria and
Whooping
Cough
Immunisation 104 | 90 | 13 6 2 9 — | 224
U"f“ 1 2 3 4 | 5—9 |10—14 [ Total
Diphtheria,
Tetanus and
Whooping
Cough

—






SCHOOL MEDICAL INSPECTION, 1958,

Number of Children Physical
Condition
Found to require treat-
ment (including cases
under treatment, but
excluding Dental Dis-
eases and Infestation
with vermin)
AGE GROUPS In-
spec- g o ;_g (Satis- iali?s'-
ted ¢% .E E - E% factory) factory)
Bo s eE| =
33 _|258(3c8
nge| RES| =EBE
2 e - = =
s88| sEg| £28
| w89 | S8
Entrants (1st Peri-
odic Exam. after
admission to a
maintainedschool) | 1219 5 24 29 | 1128 91
Second Age Group
(Children in first
year of attend-
ance at secondary
goliaol), . .. o 0928 | 122 22 140 921 T
Third Age Group
(Children in last
year of attend-
ance at school) ..... 1048 | 168 22 182 | 1044 40
TOTAL 3231 | 295 68 351 | 3093 | 138

Number of Supervisory Examinations—2597.

Number of Special Examinations—14.
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BIRTHS IN THE BOROUGH OF SCUNTHORPE.

Registrar-
Total | Recorded General's i o
Year . Birth Comipara- - DEE
Births Rat e Birth (England
3 bility Rate |and Wales)
Factor
1952 1,039 18.91 0.97 18.34 16.8
1953 1,060 18.98 0.97 18.41 15.5
1954 1,042 18.43 0.94 17.52 15.3
1955 997 17.36 0.94 16.32 15.0
1956 1,003 18.60) 0.94 17.48 16.7
1957 1,154 19.39 0.93 18.04 16.1
1958 1,164 19.18 0.93 17.84 16.4

The total number of live births registered during the year was
1,164. This is a new record in that it is the largest number of babies

ever born in the Borough. The previous best was 1,163 recorded in
1947.

580 of these were boys and 584 were girls. There were 59
illegitimate babies born and of these 28 were boys and 31 were girls.

The birth rate is higher than that of the country as a whole but
there is a tendency for the country’s birth rate to be increasing while
that of Scunthorpe is more or less stationary at the moment.

Within the borough the ward distribution of new babies 1s un-
even and Ashby ward, which is the biggest ward, had a birth rate
of 28.41. This is nearly double that of most of the other wards.
This year the West ward had the lowest birth rate with a figure of
11.91.

e A



DEATHS IN THE BOROUGH OF SCUNTHORPE.

Registrar-
Total | Fecorded General’s St"‘iiii“d' pef 17000
ear Deaths Death | Compara- | peath | (England
Rate bility Rate and Wales)
Factor
1952 422 7.68 1.54 11.29 11.3
1953 484 8.66 1.34 11.60 11.4
1954 a3 8.89 1.56 12.09 11.3
1955 468 8.15 1.56 11.08 [ ey
1956 496 8.44 1.48 12.49 LT
1957 517 8.69 1.49 12.95 11.5
1958 554 9.13 1.49 13.60 11.%7

A total of 554 persons died during the year, 328 were males and
226 were females. This is a record for the town because it is the
highest number of deaths ever recorded. The death rate is also the
highest for many years and is higher than that for the country as a
whole. As regards the age at death 183 persons were over 75 years
of age (33.039%, of the total), 149 were in the 65—75 group (26.9%,),
93 were in the 55—64 group (16.7%), 51 (9.5%) were in the 45—55
group. The total deaths between the ages of 5 and 44 years
amounted to 43 (7.7%) and there were 35 deaths of children under
5 years of age (6.3%). 332 persons were over the age of 65 years of
age when they died, this is 59.89%, of all deaths.

The Registrar General classifies the deaths under 36 different
causes and this year causes 17 and 18 share the top place with 85
deaths each. Cause 17 is popularly known as having a stroke and
cause 18 is popularly referred to as having a coronary. After these
comes cause number 14 which is cancer.

Some of the Registrar General’s 36 causes can be grouped to-
gether easily and the largest of these groups is Heart Disease
numbers 18, 19, 20, 21) which leads the field with 85 deaths. The
next largest group is Cancer (numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) with 107
deaths. After these come Strokes with 85 deaths and the Respira-
tory Diseases (numbers 22, 23, 24, 25) with 58 deaths. Deaths from
violence (causes 33, 34, 35, 36) caused 27 deaths.
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S FIGURES FOR CAUSES
OF DEATH DURING 1958.

Cause No. Males Females Total

1. Tuberculosis, respiratory ... ... 3 — 3
2. Tuberculosis, other ... I - 1 1
3. Syphilitic Disease ... R - - -
4. Diphtheria g P - — — —_
5. Whooping Cough ... s R — — -
6. Meningococcol Infections ... ... = o —
7. Acute Poliomyelitis ... .. .. s = —
8
9

Measles .. e B e w = — —-
. Other Infective and Parasitic Dlsease ...... —_ — —
10. Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach .. 6 5 11
11. Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus 22 1 23
12. Malignant Neoplasm, Breast ... . — 2 2
13. Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus ... ... — 2 2
14. Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neo-
plagms . o i S e ool 18 69
15. Leukzmia, Aleukzmia ity | ool 2 — 2
16. Diabetes ... — 4
17. Vascular Lesions of Central Ntnruus
Bpstiim oo e s | ke 1 WENS 47 85
18. Coronary Disease, Angina .. . b6 29 85
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease 3 — 3
20. Other Heart Disease ... ... 28 35 63
21. Other Circulatory Disease 12 12 24
23. Inflnepza 0 s i 3 2 5
23. Pneumonia b ERY, | tgmar il e 0 6 15
24 ‘Bronehibis | 0 vas VRS TR 27 8 35
25. Other Diseases of Resplra.tnry System 1 2 3
26. Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum ... 4 — 4
27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrheea .. — 1 1
28. Nephritis and Nephrosis su AL 6 6 12
29. Hyperplasia of Prostate = ... .. 4 — 4
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion ... — 1 1
31. Congenital Malformations ... (§ 4 10
32. Other Defined and Ill-Defined I}lseases 30 30 60
33. Motor Vehicle Accidents ... ... 7 3 10
34. All Other Accidents 8 5 13
86 Smicide i el s et 2 1 3
36. Homicide and Dperatmns of War - 1 1

328 226 554
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AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF CAUSES OF DEATH
BY REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S RETURNS OF 36 GROUPS.

'OM ISNE)

===

T O
[T

PE—CG

co T
E 1:
e g

o

FL—99

o
:

I2A0 pUE €1,

— i
— D 0D =0 00 O o 00 LD

(-
b

— e e e
=1 O O ok Q2

[
w0 X

20
21

22 —

28
24
25
26
27
28
29
S0
31
32
53
34
35
36

T e
e,
WL
e
Gon e
10 = SN
U o B 0F
feodg o o

. M.F. M. ¥, M. F. M T

e,
e e s T
e N
—_———1 4 88—
e L
) ST D) SR R L
PR T e -
L LR e e R
R R (] [
= e DESEEE NS i
— el gl S ol S S
Lot e s Ol
) (e
Sl e Sl e
AP T [ T
Bt e eV TR
e B el NI I 1
]l - 1— 11— — 1
IR (I S B S
2 1 3 4 181 A sh
e
R (R [ (R B
g il (NI SR S = =

16 4

15 12
17 9
i e
10 5
o 7
1 —

8 2
[

— 2

7 4
| -
e

— —

— 1

| | ol
|Gl kg

13 5

= |
&~

11 13

—
oo
o & |
DS
O = o BD O e OO O D O

| o= | mmme
—

| | wel ol |

| et
=i

g
|

2036 2.3 18

12 3 8 7 3417 6033

96 55

PP

[

¥ 8]
0o
=]
oy







NEONATAL MORTALITY.

The Neonatal Mortality Rate is the number of babies under 4
weeks of age who die during the year, related to the number of live
births in the same year. This year 22 babies in this age group died,
19 in the first 7 days of life. 12 of these were due to Prematurity.

Neonatal Mortality Rate.

Year England and Wales Scunthorpe
1952 18.9 24.06
1953 17.7 10.38
1954 17.7 11.51
1955 17.3 22.06
1956 16.9 20.12
1957 15.6 15.59
1958 16.2 18.90

CAUSES OF INFANT DEATHS DURING 1958.
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Number of Cancer Deaths

CANCER.

The number of deaths from cancer has been steadily increasing
and this year the total numher of deaths has reached another record
peak of 107. This is 7 more than last year which was the previous
highest. The number of deaths from cancer of the lung is just one
less than the previous record of 24 recorded last year but there is
still a record number of male deaths from cancer of the lung with
22 male deaths as against the previous highest of 21 males last year.
The age incidence is still among the older people and 57 of the 107
deaths were in persons over 65 years of age. Very nearly 3 times as
many males died of cancer as did females.

The step by step increase in the number of cancer deaths is
shown in the graph which gives the annual deaths at 5 year intervals
starting in 1924,

110— 110

100—

90—

80—

70—

50—

30—

20—

10—

1924 1929 1934 1939 1944 1949 1954 1958
Year









VENEREAL DISEASES,

The following table shows the number of persons residing in
Scunthorpe who attended the Clinic during 1958 : —
Males Females

Syphilis (early) ... oy e

Sepmls flatent) ... o e 1 2
Syphilis (congenital) 1 1
Gonortheea ... .. 8 4
Other Conditions EC 9

ToTALE .. % E

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Excluding Tuberculosis and Pneumonia, there were no deaths
from any of the infectious diseases in the town. This was a measles
year and 1,322 cases were notified. Measles has been recognised for
years as coming in epidemic waves every two years or so, but during
the last war and probably because of the large amount of movement
of persons throughout the country it dropped its periodicity and
remained with us with a fairly regular annual notified number of
around the 800 mark. This continued from 1943—1947 when the
disease once more reverted to its older habit of coming in waves and
we have experienced 3 really big waves of measles, one in 1950 and
1951 with 1,169 notifications, one in 1955 and 1956 with 1,337 and
one in 1958 with 1,322 notifications. The inter epidemic years were
1949 with 172, 1954 with 109 and 1957 with 437 notifications. As
usual all but 3 of the cases were under 15 years of age. There were
120 notifications of Whooping Cough. This is the 4th year in suc-
cession that the number of notifications has remained low and it
could be that the vaccination of infants against this disease, which
is being carried out, is now beginning to have some effect. 63 of
these cases were under school age but 56 were school children and
one was an adult. There were 90 notifications of Scarlet Fever, It
is 14 years since the notifications of Scarlet Fever exceeded 200 in a
year. This disease remains mild and now causes few complications
and is not at the moment a problem. 62 of these cases were school

children.

There were 72 notifications of Dysentery. These were all sonne
type and the number can be considered as fairly satisfactory. The
notifications were scattered throughout the year and no one week
had notifications reaching the double figures.

All the other diseases were notified in small numbers only. 3
cases of Meningococcal Meningitis were notified, 3 cases of Encepha-
litis, 3 cases of Erysipelas and 3 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia.
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Pink Eye
Ringworm
Influenza

Diarrheea

Mumps
Ruhella

Impetigo

Polio-
myelitis

Dysentery
Observa-
tions

Chicken
Pox
Whooping
Cough

Measles

Scarlet
Fever

Gastro-
Enteritis

Menin-
gitis
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In 1929, thirty years ago the comparative figures were 37
pulmonary notifications and 31 non-pulmonary. Of these 36 were
males and 32 were females. Of this total 29 were under twenty years
of age and 39 were over twenty years of age. In 1929 there were 22
deaths. Of these 14 were males and 8 were females, 18 were pul-
monary deaths and 4 were non-pulmonary and 3 of the deaths were
in persons under the age of twenty and 5 were under twenty-five
years. 17 were over the age of twenty-five years.

There has been a marked improvement in all the tuberculosis
statistics and the figures relating to females have improved more
than those relating to the males. Children in general are now a much
more favoured group and the incidence of tuberculosis in all persons
under twenty has diminished more than that of persons over twenty.

B.C.G. vaccination of secondary school children is now being
carried out in the town and 800 children were vaccinated in 1957
and 1958.

PNEUMONIA.

Deaths due to Pneumonia.
1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958

Males 53 o 5 8 W 11 1N M 8 9
Females 6 4 10 6 10 5 6 9 8 6

11 9 18 14 20 16 16 13 16 16

Deaths due to Pneumonia—Age and Sex Distribution, 1958,
Males Females Total
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There were 16 notifications of Pneumonia and 15 deaths from
it. This is now the only notifiable infectious disease that continues
to cause an appreciable number of deaths annually and which shows
little tendency to improve. It continues to attack mainly the very
young and the very old and 3 of the deaths were in children under
5 years of age while ten were in persons over 65 years of age.
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SMALLPOX.

On Monday, 5th May a notification of a case of Smallpox was
received from a General Practitioner. The case was a 30 year old
Arab male living in the Borough.

Course of Events.

As subsequently ascertained by enquiry the following sequence
of events was established. On Monday, 14th April this man and a
friend visited Sheffield and stayed one night there. On Tuesday
night, 15th, they travelled to South Shields arriving there on the
morning of the 16th and stayed at a house where two children were
suffering from Chickenpox, and as it happens the General Practi-
tioner in attendance on the children warned the men that they might
get Chickenpox from the children.

Owing to language difficulties it was at first understood that
these men travelled on the weekend of 21st and 22nd and this point
was not accurately cleared up until Tuesday, 6th May after the
Medical Officers of Health of Sheffield and South Shields, who were
contacted on Monday, had had time to check up the contacts in their
own areas. The importance of the dates is that Chickenpox has an
incubation period of 3 weeks between contact with infection and
development of the rash, whereas Smallpox has an incubation period
of 14 days.

On Thursday, 1st May the Arab, while at work, visited the
works sick quarters complaining of a cough. He was seen by a
nurse, he had no rash and no temperature and was given some cough
mixture.

On Friday, 2nd, he visited the surgery of his General Practi-
tioner and was put off work with a written certificate of Chickenpox
which he handed in to the Ministry of National Insurance.

On Saturday, 3rd, he was visited at his house by another
doctor in the group practice who said he was a Chickenpox and
should stay in bed.

On Sunday, 4th, he was seen by a third doctor in the group
practice who said the man was seriously ill and should be in hospital
considering the social conditions (he was a lodger living with 16
other people in a small house).

The doctor telephoned the Fever Hospital, spoke to the Matron
and asked for the case to be admitted as a seriously ill Chickenpox
and was refused. The doctor insisted that the case must go to some
hospital and that it could possibly be a Smallpox. He was contacted
about an hour later by phone by the Area Consultant for Smallpox,
who came and saw the case with the General Practitioner, diagnosed
Smallpox and transferred the case to the Smallpox Hospital that
evening. He also left word that he would like all the contacts in the
house transferred to the hospital so that they could be adequately
supervised. All the contacts, 13 in number, all adults and mostly
Arabs, agreed to go and were removed in two ambulance loads on
the afternoon of Monday, 5th. Three people were left in the house.
Those were the owner, his wife and his young daughter aged 2 years.
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On Wednesday, Tth, a report from the Central Virus Reference
Laboratory cast a doubt on the diagnosis and on the morning of

Thursday, 8th, a final report from the laboratory said that the case
was definitely not Smallpox.

On Friday, 9th, the contacts were returned from the Smallpox
Hospital and on the 21st May a final diagnosis of Chickenpox was
received from Hospital on the Arab. He was discharged from
Hospital on May 24th.

Action Taken.
On Monday morning, 5th May, the following persons were
contacted by phone and informed of the case: —
Alderman H. Spencer
Dr. Cormac, County Medical Officer of Health
Dr. Geffen, Ministry of Health
Dr. Croll, Public Health Laboratory, Lincoln
Dr. Thomas, Works Medical Officer.

Dr. Geffen arranged to come to Scunthorpe immediately and
arrived about 6 p.m. He stayed for two nights and left for London
about 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 7th. During this time he visited the
house, visited the case, saw Dr. Cormac and the Area Consultant
and generally advised on the extent, direction and type of control
measures which would be most suitable to our local circumstances.
He was most helpful in all respects,

Dr. Croll arranged for 3,000 doses of vaccine to be made avail-
able immediately and ensured that future supplies would be adequate.

The following notice was inserted in the local press and appeared
in the Scunthorpe Evening Telegraph on the 7th and in the Scun-
thorpe and Frodingham Star (weekly newspaper) on the 9th.

“NOTICE—SMALLPOX.
A suspected case of smallpox has occurred in Scunthorpe. As
a precautionary measure, vaccination free of charge will be available
to people requiring it. People wishing to be vaccinated should ask
their own doctor, or the Public Health Department at High Street
East, Scunthorpe. S. CHILDS,

Medical Officer of Health.”

Dr. Thomas, the Works Medical Officer willingly agreed to
vaccinate all the works contacts.

Vaccinations.

Arrangements were made to run vaccination clinics and these
were held on Monday and Tuesday in the Health Department and
subsequently, with the co-operation of Dr. Cormac, in Parkinson
Avenue Clinic on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings.

All the staff of the Health Department, the Ministry of National
Insurance and the Ministry of Labour were vaccinated on their
premises. All the staff at Brumby Isolation Hospital were vaccin-
ated by the hospital doctor.
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A total of 1323 doses were distributed and used. All known
contacts were offered vaccination.

Steam Disinfection.
Dr. Geffen and the Area Consultant agreed that steam dis-
infection should be used and all bedding and clothes were steam

disinfected at Brumby Hospital. The house was also disinfected
room by room. The certificate the man handled was withdrawn.

Search for Contacts.

The Public Health Inspectors took over the duty of finding the
contacts of the case who was assumed to have been infectious from
Monday, 28th April until he was removed to hospital on May 4th.
Much of this work was done by Mr. Allen, the Deputy Chief Public
Health Inspector, who can make himself understood by our coloured
community fairly easily.

Houses and shops were checked for contacts as were the

doctor’s surgery and the early morning "buses on which the patient
travelled to work.

The family living in the house was visited daily until Thursday.
In all, our list of known contacts amounted to 461,

Vaccination State of the Population.

The following table gives the recorded number of vaccinations,
re-vaccinations and births from 19491956 : —

Year Vaccinations Re-vaccinations  Births
1949 186 12 1022
1950 257 40 1008
1951 257 36 1030
1952 194 27 1039
1953 211 ) 1060
1954 243 23 1042
1955 256 31 997
1956 198 30 1093
8 Yrs. 1802 284 82901

In these 8 years 1802 persons were vaccinated and 234 were
re-vaccinated.

In the same 8 years there were 8291 births in the town. This
means that less than a quarter of our young people are protected
against smallpox. There is still no known drug which is of any
great advantage in smallpox and the best treatment of an individual
susceptible contact is immediate vaccination, within the first 3 days
of contact if possible.

It is an interesting reflection on the imperturbility of the popu-
lation of Scunthorpe that there was no overwhelming rush for
vaccination and it appears that smallpox has now lost its scare
value locally.




FOOD POISONING OUTBREAK.

Bacterial food poisoning outbreaks tend to occur during the
warmer months of the year because the germs which cause them
grow faster in warm conditions and much more slowly in cold con-
ditions. Some of these germs form poisons as they grow and the
faster they grow the more poison they form, and the more of this
poison which a person may swallow the more severe and long lasting
is the illness caused. These germs like to grow on such things as
cooked meat and meat pies, and if a pie happens to become infected
and is then kept nice and warm for a few hours, as for example in a
shop window on a sunny day, the germs will have multiplied so
much and formed so much poison that anyone eating the pie will be
seriously ill. If on the other hand a similarly infected pie is kept in
a refrigerator or a really cool place the germs may remain so inactive
that when the pie is eaten no symptoms at all will occur.

Therefore the longer an infected pie is kept in warm conditions
short of re-cooking it, the more dangerous will it be to the consumer.
Such infected pies can be quite deadly while still appearing to be in
all respects fresh, moist and luscious, and simply bulging with
consumer appeal.

Of course meat pies, and for that matter all food, should be kept
free from these dangerous organisms so that they go stale and inedible
from old age before they become poisonous and it is for this reason
that the various Food Hygiene Regulations have been brought out.
All these regulations insist on cleanliness of the operator because
it is usually true that the dangerous germs come from an infected
person at some stage or other in the food preparing process.

Food poisoning is not now a mysterious disease presenting a
baffling problem to the doctors of the world. It is a simple disease
with simple causes and simple prevention but it is increasing in
volume in this country year by year in spite of this knowledge
because more and more food in ever increasing variety is being sold
ready prepared for consumption by more and more people than ever.

Previously when mother made a meat pie it was a small one
soon eaten by the family and it did not have time to go bad even if
infected, and the number of persons at risk was very small indeed.
Nowadays a large pie making firm will make hundreds of pies in a
day and if these are infected they may have time to go wrong before
or after they are sold, and the number of people at risk is much
greater.

Scunthorpe has been very fortunate so far as food poisoning
outbreaks are concerned and the one which occurred this year was
the largest since the war. The outbreak was first reported on
Friday the 4th July when the alert and co-operative Medical Officer
of one of the local steelworks reported by 'phone that four men had
collapsed at work after eating pies, and that one was seriously ill and
had been admitted to the local Isolation Hospital. Two of the men
resided within the Borough boundary and were investigated. The
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other two resided in one of the adjoining rural districts and the
information was passed over to the Medical Officer of Health of the
district. From these investigations the following description of the
outbreak was obtained. The first case occurred at least a fortnight
before the outbreak was reported.

Cases 1, 2, 3 and 4.

On the 20th June a pork pie was bought from the retail shop of
a local firm of wholesale and retail pie makers. This pie was eaten
on the evening of the 21st June and all four persons suffered from
severe diarrheea, vomiting and abdominal pains. They were
treated by their own doctor.

Case 5.

On the 27th June this case was admitted to the Isolation
Hospital suffering from diarrhceea and vomiting after eating a pork
pie. The Hospital diagnosis was gastro-enteritis.

Case 6.

This case bought a pork pie on the 28th June and ate it on the
30th June, suffered from diarrheea and vomiting and abdominal
pains and required treatment from the doctor.

Case 7.

This case bought a pork pie on the morning of the 2nd July,
ate it straight away and had to be sent home from work by ambu-
lance and was treated by the general practitioner.

Case 8.

This person bought some boiled ham from the same firm on the
3rd July and had abdominal pains and diarrheea requiring treatment
by the doctor.

Cases 9 and 10.

Were two of the four men who collapsed at work and also
became the actual starting point of the investigation.

Case 9 bought a small pork pie from the mobile van of the same
firm on the 3rd July and ate it at lunch time on that day. He had
severe abdominal pains, diarrheea and vomiting at 3 p.m. and was
sent home by ambulance. His own doctor visited him at 4 p.m.
when he was vomiting blood and had blood stained diarrhoea and
was delirious. He was admitted to the local Isolation Hospital
which diagnosed him as gastro-enteritis,

Case 10.

This case bought a small pork pie from the same firm on the 3rd
July and ate it at lunch time on the 4th July. He had the same
symptoms of pain, vomiting and diarrheea and was sent home by
ambulance in a collapsed condition.
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Cases 11 and 12.

On the 8th of July a message was received from the Medical
Officer of Health of West Ham stating that a person in his area had
received a food parcel from Scunthorpe which had contained a pork
pie, that two persons had shared the pie and that both had been
admitted to hospital dangerously ill with diarrheea and vomiting on
the 3rd July and that the organism isolated both from the pie and
from the patients was Staphylococcus Aureus. The pie was found
on inquiry to have been bought fresh on the 1st July.

Cases 13 to 25.

The Medical Officer of Health of the adjoining district who was
informed of the two cases in his area traced a further eleven cases
which occurred between the 4th and the 5th of July and were all
traced to the eating of some six pies from the same maker as the rest.

Cases 26, 27 and 28.

On the 1st August a further three cases occurred in a village
near Scunthorpe and were investigated by the Medical Officer of
Health of the area. These three cases had all eaten pies from the
same maker and had been taken ill with diarrhcea. The same germ
was recovered from these patients as had caused the rest of the cases.

The germ which caused the trouble was the Staphylococcus and
this germ is very common indeed. It is the usual cause of pimples
on the face, boils in the nose, ears or hands, styes in the eye or
septic cuts or wounds of any part of the body. These Staphylococci
can now be accurately classified into a large number of types in the
laboratory so that it is now easy to say whether the germ which is
isolated from one source is the same type as that isolated from
another, and in the outbreak the phage type was 6/47/53. The in-
vestigations which were carried out were first directed towards
finding out what germ, if any, was causing the trouble and then
when this was discovered, to finding out how the pies were being
infected, and lastly what could be done to prevent the germs from
getting into the pies. At the same time the problem of protecting
the public had also to be dealt with.

By using the services of the Public Health Laboratory at Lincoln
all the pies and bits of pies gathered from the persons who had been
taken ill were examined and samples of faces from the affected
persons were examined. At the same time all the personnel of the
bakery and all the utensils and equipment were tested for the
presence of the germs and the methods of manufacture of the pies
were gone into in detail. The management was most helpful and a
great deal of extra cleaning of premises and equipment was carried
out and hand-bowls of a harmless disinfectant were made available
to the staff in each of the various food preparing rooms in the bakery.
From all these tests no definite carrier of the germ was found, but
on the 10th July it was learned that one employee who usually
helped in the pie making was on holiday and it was also found that
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this person had had a cut finger. This person was traced to a holiday
camp and was found on test to be a nasal carrier of the germ, but
that the hand was completely healed.

The method of making the pies was that the jelly was added to
the pies after they were cooked and the jelly at this stage was hot
enough to handle and pour into the pies but cool enough to offer a
happy home to any germs which might get in, and that it was never
again heated to sterilisation point but was allowed to cool in the pies
which were then sent out to the retailers. The pies themselves before
the addition of the jelly could be accepted as being sterile because
they had just been baked in the ovens. A slight alteration of the
process whereby the jelly was kept at nearly boiling point and added
to the pies before it could cool was made by the management and pie
eating in Scunthorpe once again became an unpenalised pleasure.

The further small outbreak of cases 26, 27, 28 was undoubtedly
caused by the same germ,

These pies were baked on the 28th July and sold on Thursday
the 31st and the cases occurred on the 1st August. No further cases
were reported and a further intensive check-up of the bakery proved
to be satisfactory.

Food Poisoning is a notifiable infectious disease, but not one
of these cases was actually notified in Scunthorpe. Two of the cases
were serious enough to be admitted to the local hospital but the
hospital failed to investigate them sufficiently to be able to give the
correct diagnosis. This did not happen in West Ham where an
efficient hospital had the organism identified, the correct diagnosis
made and the local medical officer of health informed in the
minimum of time.

— i






COLOURED POPULATION.

The 1956 Health Report contains the findings of a survey of the
housing conditions of the coloured people in the town. These figures
were brought up to date in July of this year and the information so
obtained is given. It is very important to remember that these

people move around very freely and the numbers vary from week to
week.

Fourteen further houses have been taken over and one house

has ceased to be occupied, making a total of 24 houses so occupied
as against 11 in 1956.

These are the houses where it has been possible to gain informa-
tion as to lodgers but it may be that there are a few houses occupied
by coloured families without any lodgers and also houses where a
coloured person is taken as a border.

At present all the houses belong to owner occupiers but four
appear also to have a joint ownership.

In the following tables the 1956 figures are given in brackets for
ease of comparison.

14 (4) houses owned by single foreigners

8 (5) houses owned by foreigners married to English
women

2 (0) houses owned by foreigners married to their own
country women.

The total population was 169 (108) comprising : —

Pakistani 102 (52)
Semal o Vs v 16 (11)
BEANE . e o 16 (12)
Indians ... e 13 (6)
West Indians ... ... 1 )
West Africans .. L=l
English Women ... 12 (10)
Children. «..; . 9 (9)
169 108
1 2 2 adults 2 adulis 3 |
Occupants adult adults 1 child 3 children adults adults
23 Living Rooms 11 8 2 oem 2 —
59 Bedrooms 16 21 4 1 13 4
Total—82 Bedrooms 27 29 6 1 15 4

Only 5 (6) houses were noted as being overcrowded according
to the permitted number allowed under the Housing Act, but certain
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individual rooms were occupied by more than two people. None
of these five houses were the same ones as the six which were found
to be overcrowded in 1956.

It would appear that whilst the number of coloured people in
the town has increased, the increased number of houses occupied has
eased the overcrowding problem. Were bedrooms only to be used
for sleeping however, the question of overcrowding would remain
serious. Two of the 23 living rooms used for sleeping were also used
for communal feeding.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

During the whole of the year the six standard gauges were used
for carrying on the survey of atmospheric pollution in the town,
which was first started in 1938, and figures are now available for the
years 1938—1947, 1954, 1955 and 1958.

The atmosphere of Scunthorpe must be accepted as being fairly
heavily polluted according to these surveys and it should therefore
be possible to make considerable improvements in the degree of
pollution by the intelligent use of devices to prevent the formation
of pollution or to trap the pollution at sources before it is allowed to
escape. The average monthly amount of total solids registered at
the six stations varies from 20.1 tons per month at the Technical
College to 93.71 tons per month at the Health Depot. These figures
are not good by comparison with other areas and figures as low as
less than a ton a month are regularly obtained from clean moorland
or seaside areas remote from large industnal areas.

Small country towns and villages seldom show figures of more
than 5 tons per square mile per month,

Some of the large cities, including London, give figures which
are considerably better than those of Scunthorpe on the average.

The figures for 1958 show the heaviest pollution so far and they
show that the town is slowly but surely becoming more and more
polluted so far as the air is concerned. However, this year the new
Clean Air Act has been instituted and it is hoped that this will mean
that so far as Scunthorpe is concerned the high tide of atmospheric
pollution has been reached.

The problem in Scunthorpe is not simple. Some of the pollution
definitely comes from the smoky fire of the ordinary domestic chim-
ney, but also much of it comes from the smoky fire of the ordinary
railway engine and the smoky exhausts of cars, 'buses and lorries.
The industrial exhausts from the large steelworks and from the
nearby Keadby Power Station do not add a great deal of smoke but
they do add large quantities of fine grit, ash and coloured fume to
the general total of atmospheric pollution. Even the wind blowing
the dust from the streets or from the ploughed fields surrounding the
town add their quota of pollution to the air.
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The cure for the problem is simple and easy. It is prevention
at the source in every case, but the application of the cure is not
quite so easy because complete prevention may be impossible, and a
compromise is the only alternative.

During the year the use of oxygen in the steel making process
in the works has increased greatly and has caused the production of
large quantities of red fume. This increased use of oxygen appears
to have come to stay and therefore we can expect the visible fume to
become a permanent feature of our town, but we can also expect the
industry to co-operate and find the best compromise possible by
using all practicable means of trapping the fume at source. It is
likely that in this instance there will be enthusiastic co-operation
because the fume consists almost entirely of pure iron and since the
whole of the vast iron works are designed to extract iron from the
ore it will remain a very apparent condemnation of their efficiency
that having obtained the iron and purified it they then proceed to
blow quantities of it up the chimney again to be carried back and
resettle on the very ore fields from which it has already been extrac-
ted with such expenditure of labour and money.

The smoke from the railway engines is already being tackled by
replacement of the steam engines by diesel or electric engines.

The pollution from the domestic chimneys in the town can be
solved by the formation of smoke control areas where only approved
types of smokeless fuels may be used, and plans are well in hand for
a series of these areas to be put into operation, so that ultimately
much of the town will be free from the nuisance of domestic smoke
pollution.

The pollution from petrol and diesel driven road vehicles can be
kept to a minimum by efficient maintenance and the use of clean
fuels.

The figures for the yearly survey are given in detail for each
of the six stations and for each month of the year. The total figures
for matter deposited and for sulphur are then given in two separate
tables, and finally the yearly averages are given for all the stations
and all the years available in two short tables.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.
Atmospheric Pollution.
133 wisits were made to boiler houses etc., in connection with
atmospheric pollution.
Visits have been made to the various steelworks and work has
been done in close co-operation with the Alkali Inspector,

One application for exemption under Section 1 of the Clean Air
Act was granted for a period of 6 months.

HOUSING.
New Houses.

477 houses were completed during the year, 325 by the local
authority and 152 by private builders.

Sub-Standard Houses.

During the year 6 houses were the subject of Demolition Orders
(227 Ashby High Street, 1 Collum Lane, 1a Park Street, 14 Crosby
Road, 16 Old Crosby and 14 High Street East). 2 houses were
demolished after purchase by the Council and the issuing of Unfit-
ness Orders (1 and 2 Green’s Terrace West). 4 houses were
demolished as a result of informal action (Manor House Farm, 5 and
14 Old Brumby Street and 220 Ashby High Street). 8 houses were
closed following Closing Orders (42 and 44 School Road, 15 and 17
Trafford Street, 17 Gilliatt Street, 1 and 2 Walker’s Terrace and 28
High Street).

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government confirmed a

Compulsory Purchase Order on 9 houses which had been the subject
of a local inquiry the previous year.

Rent Act.

During the year 42 applications were made for Certificates of
Disrepair and all but 5 were approved. 28 certificates were issued
and 14 undertakings accepted. 21 certificates were cancelled on
completion of work.

Hostels.
Brigg Road—accommodation for 128
British Railways ,, ot 0
Firth Brown 5 SR

The need for hostel accommodation appears to be diminishing.
Only one hostel, which is in fact a modern one, has been fully
occupied during the year. The other two have remained practically

empty.

Caravans.

The municipal caravan site was increased to take another 13
caravans. The site which now accommodates 63 has continued to
remain full. The extensions were completed in October and it was
impossible even then to provide accommodation for all on the wait-
ing list. At that time the number on the list was 8, but at the end
of the year it had increased to 20,

b B
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DRAINAGE AND SANITATION.

There are now only 10 houses with pail closets. The remaining
houses are all provided with water closets and with the exception of
67 are all connected to the main sewerage system. These 67 houses
are connected either to cesspools (23) or septic tanks (44).

During the year a new sewer was laid in the Scotter Road area
and as a result it was possible for cesspools at 51 houses to be
abolished and main drainage provided.

Public Baths.

17 samples of baths water were sent for bacteriological ex-
amination with satisfactory results. 15 samples were sent for
chemical analysis and 2 were found to be unsatisfactory.

I am indebted to the Baths Superintendent, Mr. E. Oates, for
the following information: —
‘“Attendances January—December, 1958: —

Swimmers Season Tkt Slipper Swimming
Adults  Juniors Juveniles Holders  Baths Schools Clubs

21,141 41,643 22,986 4,985 14,890 22,281 13,251
Grand Total of 141,177 Bathers.”

““The 100,000 gallons of water in the swimming pools are
maintained in the highest standard of purity and quality by the most
up-to-date methods and equipment through filtration and sterilisa-
tion by break-point chlorination.

The problem of maintaining the purity of swimming pool water
is very complex, for the same water is re-circulated and open to
contamination from the bathers, the pool surround and indeed from
the atmosphere. Chlorination is the proven method of destroying
water-borne diseases throughout the bath.

Further purification is achieved by means of a series of highly
effective filters which remove impurities of all kinds from the water.

The pumps and filters etc. at the Scunthorpe Baths can take
approximately 27,000 gallons per hour, and the water in the pools is
moving constantly through the filtering, sterilising and heating
processes.”’

REFUSE AND SALVAGE.
1. Refuse.

Approximately 27,000 tons of refuse have been collected and
disposed of during the year at Brigg Road Tip. This amount of
refuse was collected from 20,359 premises. The cost of collection
and disposal is 1d. per ton less than last year.

In addition 2,000 tons of rubbish have been taken to the tip by
private traders in the town. Disposal is carried out by the controlled
tipping method.

The Allis Chalmers tracto-shovel purchased during the previous
year is still doing excellent service in the excavation of soil for
covering up, and consolidating the refuse. Approximately 41,000
cubic yards of soil have been excavated, thereby providing valuable

tipping space.
e W



2. Salvage.

The following table gives the amounts of salvage collected and

the value: —

Material Weight Value
Tons cwt. grs. Ibs. £ 5l

Waste Paper S - [ - S 11,276 4 7
Aluminium o 8 0 30 3 9
Scrap Tyres - - O . | 12 16 6
Rage | o sl 28 14 0 O 574 0 10
Bags astss SRS 3 5 3 18 23 18 1
Rugs St WOl TR 11T 6
Carpets ol Loais 5 8 2 10 26 2 11
Copper g b B R
Brass S Pk e IR o o & 0
Lead 1. & &R 4 8 1
Baled Tins = ... 1 8 8 4 117 15 9
Mixed Scrap 9.180.1 0 42 12 8
Wood Wool 2 4 2.8 31 17 6

1412 17 1 17 12,158 11

2

There is a slight increase in income and tonnage over the

previous year.

The waste paper quota system has continued operation through-

out the year thereby limiting sales.

PUBLIC CLEANSING COSTING RETURN, 1958/59.

1. Operational Statistics.

Ared of the Boinugh:. o0 Tor o e SR 7.895 acres
Population (mid 1958 estlmate] __________________ 60,700
Total Refuse Collected ... ... . e ¥ e 27,000 tons
Weight per 1,000 population per day .. e 24.37 cwis.
Number of premises ... .. =« . 20,359
Average haul to point of dlspnsal ............ 21 miles
Total refuse disposed of ... v e = 29,000 tons
2. Cost Statement, :
Collection ~ Disposal Total
Revenue Account £ £ £
Gross expenditure ... 31,529 14,750 46,279
(Gross income 400 11,244 11,644
Net cost ... v BLISS 3,506 4,635
Unit Costs: L s. d. s. d.
* Gross cost per ton.. 21 6 6 11 28 5
t Net cost per ton ..... 23 0 2 5 26 b

*_Labour and transport costs only.
t—All expenditure.



Rodent Control—Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949.

The Rodent Operative visited 44 premises owned by the local
authonty, 1,340 dwelling houses, 96 business premises, and 20
premises classed as agricultural property. There were 47 special
visits made by Public Health Inspectors. There were no major
infestations during the year.

The sewers received their usual test baiting and normal baiting
during the year. Out of 181 manholes test baited only 11 showed
part takes, and in the 295 manholes which received normal baits no
takes of any description were noted.

It would appear from these results that the prevalence of rats
in the sewers is still on the decrease.

Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951.

The 3 registered premises were inspected and no contraventions

noted.

FOOD HANDLING.
General.

342 visits were made to the various food premises in the town
and 40 contraventions were abated. These occurred at 16 grocers’
shops, 7 butchers’ shops, 1 cafe, 1 dairy and 1 mobile shop. The
contraventions were of a minor nature being mainly concerned with
the provision of first aid boxes, nail brushes and the display of
notices etc. However, 5 wash bowls and 3 separate sinks all with
hot and cold water were provided, and hot water was installed over
a further 2 existing sinks.

Bakehouses.

The 16 bakehouses in the town were inspected during the year
and all were found to be in a satisfactory condition,

Fried Fish and Chip Shops.
No contraventions were found in 47 fried fish and chip shops.

Butchers Shops.

111 visits were paid to the 56 butchers’ shops in the town and
contraventions were remedied in 3 shops.

Travelling Shops.
The number of mobile shops touring the town continues to
increase and every endeavour is made to inspect them.

Dairies.

The two dairies in the town continue to produce and supply
heat treated milk.

Raw milk arrives in suitable tankers at one dairy and is pro-
cessed immediately. At the other dairy the milk arrives in churns
and is sampled regularly.

e —



85 samples of Tuberculin Tested milk were bacteriologically
examined and 42 failed to pass the Methylene Blue Test. These
failures were from 21 producers. The milk of 6 of the producers

failed on three consecutive occasions which necessitated many visits
by the County Milk Production Officer.

Ice Cream.

Loose ice-cream is retailed in the town by one local and three
outside producer/retailers. The vans, which were all found to be
clean, are provided with wash-hand basins and hot and cold water.

Cafes and Snack Bars.

There are at present 24 premises where a pers-:un'i:an obtain
some Kkind of a meal in the town. These are divided into 3 groups.

1. Cafes vsed solely for the service of main meals 5
2. Cafes attached to other buildings . 11
3. Snack Bars ... i B A 8

Visits were made during the year and all premises found to be
clean and satisfactory.

Registered and Other Food Preparing Premises.

There are 41 premises registered for the preparation of meat
and fish products classified as 31 butchers’ shops, 7 bakehouses, 1
fried fish and chip shop and 2 wet fish shops.

There are also three other types of food premises, viz.: 1
mineral, 1 sweets and 1 crisps. These are also satisfactory.

During the year a modern factory for the killing and dressing of
poultry was opened. The birds are hand killed, bled and machine
plucked in the works and the present output 1s approximately 1,000
per day. Refrigerators are provided and the carcases are stored
until required for sale. Regular inspections are made to the
premises.

Shops.

The number of shops continues to increase and the present
position is that there are 946 premises, comprising 395 houses and
shops, 117 lock-up shops attached to dwelling houses and 434
separate lock-up shops.

This total includes 200 grocers, 24 greengrocers and 37 confec-
tionery shops, which are regularly visited to ensure compliance with
the Food Hygiene Regulations. Inspections are also carried out at
night and weekends to see they comply with the hours of closing
under the Shops Act.

Slaughterhouses.

There are two slaughterhouses in the town. One owned by a
private trader and the other owned by the Corporation and leased
to the Fatstock Marketing Corporation. Both are in good condition
and well kept.
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Other Foods.

Whilst inspecting premises in connection with the Food
Hygiene Regulations, due regard is paid to food either exposed for
sale or deposited for the purpose of sale. Frequent visits are made
to the stalls in both Public Markets as well as keeping a check on
food in mobile shops, warehouses, etc.

The inspectors are called to food shops and warehouses to check
over old stock and to issue certificates of unfitness as required. A
total of 2 tons 5 cwts. of tinned goods etc. were surrendered as
unsound and disposed of on the Council’s controlled tip.

Milk.
The following licences are in force: —
Dealer’s (Pasteuriser’s) licence authorising the use of
the special designation ‘‘Pasteurised”’ .. 2

Dealer’s (Pasteuriser’s) licence authormng the use of
the special deslgnatlon ‘Tuberculin Tested

b T A e ol e e e 2
Dealer’s (Steriliser’s) licence authnnsmg the use of

the special designation ‘‘Sterilised™ ... 2 2
Dealer’s supplementary licence authorising the use of

the special designation ‘‘Sterilised” ... 164
Dealer’s supplementary licence to sell Tul::-er-:ulm

Bested Mile ... .. e A

Bacteriological Examination.

The following are the results from the 341 samples of milk taken
during the year: —
Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Total

Pasteurised - 84 1 85
p.T. {Pasteunsed} 86 — 86
Sterilised @ .. .. 85 — 85
Tuberculin _Tt-:sted 43 42 85

298 43 541

Biological Examination.

The following are the results from the 120 samples of milk taken
during the year: —

Satisfactory Brucella T.B. Total

Ungraded ... .. 55 12 =— 67
Tuberculin Tested ... 53 e — 53
108 12 = 120
Gerber Samples.
Number examined .. T S by A s 192
Number deficient in fat ... =i 11
Number deficient in solids-not-fat . 43

Follow-up samples were taken and 1t was found necessary to
take a formal sample in one instance.
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Item Formal Informal Total

SRS RlOAr . o ol de P 2 =
Salmon Paste ... ... ... (= 1 1
SHEARAS o een — B 3
Sweetened Sponge Mixture — 1 1

4 102 106

The following table shows the results of the unsatisfactory
samples: —

No. of Nature of Formal / Action
Sample  Sample Informal Report taken

2891 Plain Flour Informal Deficient in The Vendor was

Creta Praepar- warned.
ate to extent of
H8 m.

2906 Pork Sausage Informal 60.39%, meat. The Vendor was
Deficient in  warned.
meat to 7.29,

WATER.

39 samples of water were taken from various parts of the town
and sent for bacteriological examination with satisfactory results.
2 samples of water from a private bore connected to one of the

steelworks were also bacteriologically examined and proved satis-
factory,

14 samples of water were chemically examined with satisfactory
results.

There are three houses only which are not connected to the
public supply.

The following information has been supplied by the Borough
Engineer : —

Consumption of Water in the Borough of Scunthorpe.

Consumption Average daily Consumption
for the year  consumption  in galls. per

gallons gallons head per day
Domeshic o s 648,317,000 1,776,211 29.3
Metered ... e 167,636,000 459,276 7.5
TotaL 815,953,000 2,235,487 36.8

ST



Consumption of water in the Parish of Roxby-cum-Risby, which is
included in the statutory area of supply—

Consumption for the year—8,682,000 gallons.

Consumption of water supplied by the Corporation Undertaking
outside the Statutory Area (Glanford Brigg Rural District)—

Consumption for the year—5,872,000 gallons (approximately)
(part estimated)

Total consumption for the year, including Scunthorpe, Roxby-cum-
Risby and parts of Glanford Brigg Rural District—

830,507,000 gallons.
Summary of “Take” from the sources of supply.

Total per year Average per day

Source of Supply —gallons —gallons

Corporation Works :
Appleby Pumping Station 16,768,000 46,000
North Lindsey Water Board... 813,739,000 2,229,000
Torar 830,507,000 2,275,000

FACTORIES AND WORKPLACES.

During the year, 303 inspections have been made of factories
and workplaces.

Defects Found.
Number of Defects:

Particulars Found Remedied
Sanitary Conveniences:
(a) Ingnfficient. = ww o s e 1 1
(b) Unsuitable or defective .. ’ 6] 3

Other offences against the Act (not
including offences relating to out-
7 - o] R A 4 4
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HOUSING, Etc.

Number of new houses erected during the year:
BTl anthiority: e e e s
2. By other local authority it
3. By other bodies or persons ... ..

Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year:

1. Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for defects
(under Public Health or Housing Acts)

2. Number of inspections made for the purpose ...
Remedy of Defects during the year without service of Formal
Notices :

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in con-

sequence of informal action by.the local authority or

their officers S L PO
Acting under Statutory Powers during the year:

(a) Proceedings under Section 9 and 10 of Housing Act
1936 :

1. No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs

2. No. of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices:

(a) by owners S i e e i
(b) by local authority in default of owners

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:
1. No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which

notices were served requiring defects to be
memedied | Cani e e b e

2. No. of dwelhng~hﬂu565 in whlch defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :

[N D WIS A e e s

(b) by local authority in defau]f u:-f OWners

(c) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act 1936

1. No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made = A s
2. No. of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders..... T e s

3. No. of dwelling-houses subject to under-
takings or Closing Orders ... .. ...

*__2 purchased by Council and unfitness orders served.

881

a7

29
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IMPROVEMENTS.

Wards
=2
Defects E EJ E Ej E El E ‘E] gﬂ' E,]
e SR8 %
g %
Ceilings repaired .. S T R S U SR T
Walls repaired ... .. 6 — 8 11 10 ‘3 9 2 49
Floors, wood .. - 2 — 8 14 9 2 7 — 42
Wmtinw cords renewed..... Bo— gDy —" 14 B 80
Windows and frames re-
paired TS e g 3 T4 5 — 88
Doors and framesrepaired 7 1 4 8 38 1 1 — 25
Fireplaces A i g — 3 # 9 5§ 17 — 438
Coppers G ] — — 2 1 — 6 1 11
Smoke nuisances . Be—s SRy Gl T, e B
Roofs repaired .. T I (R [ Ly e | R R T
Eaves gutters repaued g 2 B 18" & 2 22 4 63
Rain water fall pipes re-
paired i stee e SRS SR LU e (I i |1 AT |-
Brickwork towalls .. 4 2 38 5 3 3 6 1 27
Chimney pots and stacks
repaired .. .. — = g g = = 8
Dampness remedied ... 13 16 52 21 10 59 8B 18b
Dustbins renewed ... 204 107 46 31 967 103 26 42 656
Drains cleansed . 108 90 54 59 59 45 107 88 605
Drains repaired .. gl g =" 1. 4 14
W.C. seats renewed ... AR SR [ S S R
W.C. walls renewed ... 1 I R (| e SR e
W.C. floors repaired .. 1 — — 2 1 1 1 — 6
W.C. roofs repaired ... iR e R TS [
W.C. ceilings repaired.. — — — — — 1 2 — 3
W.C. pedestals renewed.. 2 — 1 6 38 — 4 — 16
W.C. cisterns renewed ... — — = B = § = 1
New sinks and water
supply e 6 — 8 2 2 — 4 — 1V
Sinks renewed ... ... it — 1 — 5 — 6
Sink waste pipes repaired — — 1 1 — — — — 2
Inspection chambers re-
paired ... Tioa T e SR T (T | 7
Burst pipesrepaired .. 1 — 1 1 9 — — — 12
New bathrooms = .. — = — AL 6
Yard pavings ... ... 4 1 4 4 2 1 11 — A
Cesspools abolished and
main drainage pro-
s L T — = = s = = — 1 5
403 216 177 320 293 188 362 213 2172

— 75












