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SCHOOL MEDICAL INSPECTIONS, 1954.

Number of Children General Condition

Found to require treat-
ment (including cases
under treatment, but
excluding Dental dis-
eases, and Infestation
with vermin)
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Prescribed Groups
Entrants (1st
Periodic Exam.
after admission
to a maintained
School) e | 828 4 43 47 76 710 ; 87

Second Age Group
(Children in last
year of attend-
ance at a Prim-
ary School) ...| 243 | 21 23 41 23 | 220 | —

Third Age Group
(Children in last
year of attend-

ance at a Secon-
dary School) ... | 699 | 41 88 | 127 232 | 465 2

TOTAL
(Prescribed Groups)| 1765 | 66 154 | 215 881 | 1895 | 39

Other Periodic In-
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Number of Supervisory Examinations
(Children found defective at pmviﬂusl
inspections and re-examined for those | 540- Is"lumil:;r = 44
defects at this inspection; a child | El:;cminatiuns
re-examined for 2 defects should be j

entered as 2 examinations)














































AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF CAUSES OF DEATHS
BY REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S RETURNS OF 36 GROUPS.

West Ward (Area bounded by Jackson Road, Spencer Avenue,
Berkeley Street, Oswald Road and Brumby Wood Lane).

Estimated Population 7,682,
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CANCER.

The problem of cancer continues to be an ever-increasing one
in the life of the community and this year cancer continues to present
an ever-growing problem to the preventative and curative services
of the country in general and Scunthorpe is no exception. More
deaths were caused by cancer this year than ever before and the
fatality rate per thousand of population is also the highest ever.

As yet there is no known method of prevention but cure is often
possible if the disease is treated in its earliest stages. There is there-
fore a growing tendency to promote publicity campaigns among the
general public with the aim of making them cancer conscious and
sufficiently informed to be aware of the earliest signs of what might
be a cancerous disease to consult their own doctors as soon as
possible. These campaigns are at least a means of attacking the
problem and serve a useful purpose but it is generally true that most
ordinary persons are at present fairly well aware of their own state
of health and know when there is something wrong with them. It
is more often a mixture of fear and apathy which keeps them from
the doctor rather than a lack of awareness of their own ill-health.

CANCER, 1954.
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1945 bt 46,010 1.15 404 13.12
1946 70 48,960 1.45 424 16.51
1947 54 50,220 1.08 415 15.01
1948 651 51,100 1.25 431 14.85
1949 I 22,080 1.42 H5 16.653
1950 2] a4, 08N 1.54 4 18.69
1951 61 54,080 1.13 174 12.87
1952 S0 54,930 1.45 422 18.95
1955 85 24,850 1.52 454 17.56
1954 02 6,520 1.65 a03 18.28
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The notifiable infectious diseases have remained relatively mild
in character and few in number except for an outbreak of dysentery
which started at the end of August and was still continuing at the
end of the year. During this time over 200 cases had been notified.
Dysentery is a disease which can be caused by any one of several
different types of bacilli. It is thought to be spread mainly by
contaminated food and to be preventable by close attention to
cleanliness in the preparing and handling of food and cleanliness of
hands and utensils at meal times,

The disease appears to be becoming more prevalent in Scun-
thorpe and in the country as a whole and tends to become endemic
in the larger towns. It is fifteen years since Scunthorpe was without
at least one notification of the disease in a year. On three occasions
there have been serious outbreaks in the town—in 1945 243 cases
were notified, in 1951 331 cases occurred, and in the past year 216
cases were notified.  All these outbreaks have been due to the Sonne
type of bacillus.

Excluding tuberculosis and pneumonia there were two deaths
from the notifiable infectious diseases, one from whooping cough in
a child aged 2 months and one from meningococcal infection in a
child of two years. One death from tetanus was also recorded.

(3astro Enteritis in infants is not a notifiable disease but is never-
theless both highly infectious and highly dangerous.

The exact number of cases in the town is not known but it can
be assumed that it is fairly prevalent because some 80 cases were
treated at Brumby Isolation Hospital during the year. This disease
can be prevented by strict attention to all the details of cleanliness
in the care of the baby, of its feeds and its surroundings.
















































ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.
Housing.
625 new houses were completed during the year, 456 by the
local authority and 169 by private licence.

Two Clearance Orders were made in respect of property in
Suttons Yard. These comprise two areas, embracing—

Area No. 1—Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5 and 6.
Area No. 2_Nos. 10, 11 and 12.

The houses in between these two areas (Nos. 7, 8 and 9) are
owner-occupied and the Council were negotiating for the purchase
of these three houses.

The tenant of a second house in Suttons Yard was rehoused
during the year.

One Closing Order was made under the Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1933, in respect to No. 28 Crosby
Road. The Council rehoused the tenant.

At the close of the year one house only in St. Margaret's Walk
remained occupied and the Council sought legal proceedings to
enforce a notice to quit.

The Housing Repairs and Rents Act came into force during the
yvear. This Act permits owners of property to raise rents after
carrying out repairs. Tenants may apply to the local authority for
Certificates of Disrepair where the landlord seeks to raise rents with-
out having carried out repairs and 14 such applications were
received, 15 of which were granted.

A Nuisance Order was obtained against the owner of property
in Scotter Road to pave the approaches to three houses. The Order .
was not abated and legal proceedings were taken against the owner
which resulted in a fine of 40/- and a further month being allowed
in which to do the work. The work eventually was completed.

One dustbin was supplied in default. An owner appealed
against a Notice served on him requiring him to provide a dustbin.
The appeal was dismissed.

Hostels.
Normanby Road—accommodation for 350
Brigg Road do. 128
Colin Road do. 50
Railway Hostel do. 39

Various inspections were made during the year and the premises
have at all times been found to be clean.

Caravans.

The Council's caravan site at Manifold Road remained full
during the year. A small waiting list existed and vacancies were
filled as they arose.
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Public Baths.

37 samples of the baths water were sent for bacteriological
examination and 10 samples for chemical analysis. All proved
satisfactory.

REFUSE AND SALVAGE.
1. Salvage.

The following is a detailed list showing the amounts of salvage
collected during the year—

Item Weight Value
Tons cwt. qrs. lbs. £ s d.

Paper = .. o e R T 1 I 1 7,578 8 6
Baled Tins 88 9 0 0O 207 11 2
String, Bagging ... 44 7 2 40 34 19 6
BES 1y 8 1 14 200 8 2
Scrap Metal .. 285 2 0 103 19 2
Wood Wool AN - N ) R 5 0 0
Aluminium .. T & 0 88 15 0
1,088 18 0 24 8300 1 6

2. Refuse.

Approximately 18,700 tons of house and shop refuse have been
collected. This, together with 610 loads of trade refuse deposited
at the refuse tip by traders, and 230 loads of refuse for which a
charge has been made, gives an estimated total of 19,500 tons of
refuse disposed of during the year.

3. New Depot.

In 1952 the first phase of a new cleansing depot was started and
the building was completed early in the yvear. The premises include
garaging for 20 vehicles, and trailers, repair shop and pits, paper
baling sheds, sanitary accommodation and temporary men’s mess
room.

Vehicles and equipment were moved from the Doncaster Road
and Winterton Road depots to the new depot early in April. The
Doncaster Road depot has since been transferred to the Baths Com-
mittee and the Winterton Road depot let to a private firm.

Plans for the second phase of the new depot have been prepared.
This comprises men’s mess room, drying room, weighbridge, offices
and caretaker's flat, It is hoped that this work will be commenced
during 1955.

4. Refuse Collection.

During the year the Health Committee instituted a dustbin
bonus scheme at the rate of 2d. per bin for all bins collected in excess
of 80 per day during the winter and 1}d. per bin for the summer
period. Due to the shortage of labour this scheme has certainly
helped to reduce the time lag between collections.






During the year information was received that there might be
a risk of food poisoning in connection with the use of ‘“Galtee"””
tinned cream. Local grocers and housewives co-operated in the
search for tins of the cream and these were withdrawn from stock or
handed in for destruction. No outbreak of food poisoning occurred
in the town as a result of using this cream.

Bakehouses.

During the year four bakehouses were closed. 75 inspections
were made of the remaining 16. Arising out of these inspections, one
contravention of the Food and Drugs Act 1938, Section 14, was
noted in respect to cleanliness etc., and this has been abated.

Fried Fish and Chip Shops.

There are 49 shops in the town and 169 visits were made. The
following improvements were effected—

Preparation room improved ... 1
Preparation room cleansed 2

Butchers’ Shops.

212 visits were made to the 51 butchers’ shops. One new
business was commenced during the vyear. Cleanliness at all
premises was found to be good.

Horse Flesh (for human consumption).

There is one shop in the Borough and this has been inspected
regularly.

Dairies.
The two dairies in the town continue to receive the regular
supervision of the Department.

Ice Cream Premises,

There are five premises registered for the manufacture of ice
cream and 153 for the sale of ice cream. Two of the manufacturers
did not make ice cream during the year. All premises remained in
a satisfactory condition.

Cafes.

There are 9 cafes and 6 snack bars in the town. One cafe,
which has been the subject of constant supervision, has been
modernised and the standard of cleanliness improved.

Food Preparing Premises.

There are 40 premises registered under Section 14 of the Food
and Drugs Act 1938. 37 premises are registered in respect to the
preparation of meat and meat products and 3 in respect to fish and
fish products. All have been inspected regularly throughout the
year and are in a satisfactory condition.
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