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heart failure of old age and any other condition where the
heart gives out, as well as genuine cases of disease of the
valves and heart substance. The greatest number due to a
specific disease is that under malignant disease (Cancer),
viz., 10. Going back to 1897 I find that only in 1910 has
this number been exceeded. So far as this disease affects
the district I think the conclusion must be that it has not
increased during the last 30 years—on the other hand it has
not grown less. This year the deaths due to Tubercular
disease in all forms number 6—5 of them disease of the
lung. That 1s probably rather less than the average for
the last 30 years. The provision made for the institutional
treatment of this disease is that of the North Riding County
Council. There is only one death from what we generally
understand as infectious diseases. This is a great
improvement on the first reports I made as your Medical
Officer of Health,when such deaths averaged 6 for ten years.
Infantile Diarrhcea is now a comparatively rare condition,
and if persons supervising food in the homes would take
precautions to keep flies from being in contact with it the
disease would disappear altogether.

BirTts in the district during 1925 amounted to 93
(49 males and 44 females). This gives a birth-rate
of 1503 per 1,000, one of the lowest recorded in the
district, and much below the rate for England and
Wales, which is 18'3. Looking back on my report
for 1899 the birth-rate was 2494, then come the
words—“ This is the lowest yet recorded in the district.
The falling off may in part be accounted for by the want of
cottage accommodation. The available cottages are
occupied by old or elderly people. When a young man
gets married there is no room for him in the country, so he
must seek a home and (incidentally) work in the town.”
These words apply to-day nearly 30 years later. Of the 93
births two were illegitimate. There were no deaths of
illegitimate children.

INFANTILE MorTALITY.—There were three deaths of
children under 12 months—that is a death-rate of 32:25 per
1,000 children born. The rate for the whole country is 75.
This is one of the directions in which great progress has
been made. The average for my first ten years was 957,
and it reached as high a figure as 149.
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For several years now [ have called attention to the
conditions at Wheatcroft. Much attention and time has
been given to this matter, but difficulties have arisen and
delay caused by the inability of the Council to get the
necessary land. The original scheme has proved unsatis-
factory, and now a larger and more expensive plan awaits
the sanction ol the Ministry of Health.

The rivers and streams are in the same condition as
previously reported. No arrangements for public scavengirg
are made. Previously difficulty was found in keeping ash-
pits dry and closets clean. Now conditions are much
improved, and generally the district needs little supervision.

Inspections in the district are made as occasion arises,
and the whole district is covered at least once a year.
Inspections included 38 drains, 11 water supplies, 1 piggery
and 11 sundries. Sixteen houses were disinfected, and some
24 houses inspected on various grounds.

This Council has no hospital of its own; but arrange-
ments that have always worked satisfactorily have been in
existence for over 30 years whereby the Council’s patients
are received into the Infectious Diseases and Small-pox
Hospitals of Scarborough Urban District. The cases are
removed by the Corporation Ambulance. For non-infectious
cases the Red Cross stationed at Cloughton and the Scar-
borough Police Ambulances are available.

The Sanitary Officers of the Council are the Medical
Officer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector, both of whom
are part time officers. The former is also Meat Inspector
for the area.

No Nurses are directly employed by the Authority, but
the greater part of the district is covered by Nurses
subsidised by the County Council. Such Midwives as there
are in our district are also under the control of the County
Council.

The County Public Analyst is usually employed in the
examination of water, &c., but the “North Riding”
laboratory in Scarborough is now licenced and has been
approved bv the Ministry for the qualitative, quantitative
and bacteriological examination of milk and other foods.
Usually the sputums, swabs and other specimens are
examined there, as much time is thereby saved.















