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Halisbury Rurval District Conneil.

Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 1902,

Area of District in Acres e BG5S Corrected Death-rate .. 12:9
Population [estimated to middle Infantile Death-rate (per 1,000
of 1908) .. ... 12.B58 births registered) ... 1013
Bin]l.rntu L we PR Fymotic Death-rate : 1:2
Gross Death-rate S b Phthisia Death-rate ]
GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you my Annual Report for 1902,

Our population esstimated to the middle of 1902, is 12,856, and on thiz figure all rates are
ealculated.
! number of Births registered was 206, Males, 138, and Females, 158. Tha birth-rate is
‘thardfore 2302,

230 deaths were registered in the District, but corrections have to be made in this figurs : thos
61 were of persons normally residing catside the distriet, while 11 persons, resildents in the distriet, died
outside its boundaries, in the Salisbury Infirmary and the County Asylum. Subtraction of the former
(G1), and addition the latter (11), from the gross total (230), shows the corrected deaths to be 150.
The gross death-rate is therefore 177, and the correeted rate 14 per thousand living, Both rates are
above the average,

Zymaotio diseazes have been responsible for o todal of 18 deaths, giving o Zymotic death-rato of 1-2.

I bog to submit a copy of the Loeal Government Board’s statistical tables embodying the above
information.

Fortyvight new houses have been erected in the district. Two cases of overcrowding have
occurred, and these were promptly abated.  As a rule thronghout the district the house aceommodation
is good. Building bye-laws are needed, and these are still under consideration.

There is no system of sewernge inany part of the district. The parishes of Fishorton Anger Without
and Milford Without stand ladly in need of some such system. At Fisherton Anger Without in the
part known us West End, the whole sarface soil is waterlogged, water stands in the roadway in any but
thi driest wenther, and the cesspits are constantly overflowing. Noticea have beon served withoot avail
in abating the nuisance, but at present a scheme is on foot on the part of private owners of this district
to drain that part of the district, and to connect with the sewers of the Balisbury Urban system. If
this scheme can be carried throngh, it will, I think, meet the diffienlty, bat there should be no unresson:
ahle delay about the matter.  With regard to house drains twenty-three cases of various defects have
been obeerved and dealt with, Dumbwells and eesspools from time to time give rise to nuisances, but

-u8-& rule the nuisance iz promptly abatod, upon. notice being givon,  In ten cascs water clusets hava

- been repaired, ventilated, or otherwise made efficient. With regard to privies the earth closet

with a small pail reccptacle is heing inoreasingly used, and is one of the best, if not tho hest mothod in
rural districts where the onus of removal rests with cccnpiers,  In gome of the newer houses cement
limed tanks are leing provided to take the household and slop water. Theseare provided with a pump,
and periodically emptied. By this method pollution of water supplies from this source, can certainly be
voided,

House refuse is removed from a total of 437 houses in Fisherton Anger Without and Milford
Without. The work is done by contrmet.  In the rest of the distriet the onus of removal rests upon
DCEUpiers.

The Burel portions of the district obtain their sopply from wells, rainownter tanks, and springs.
Fishuorton Anger Without is supplisd by the Fisherton and Bemerton Water Works Company, Milfond
Without by the Milford Water Works, and in part by the Urban Water Works.

Alderbury has recently been provided with o public supply by Lord Raduor, which will prove an
immense boon to the Village, whose water supply in dry seasons has been most precarious,

Under the Fublic Health (Water) Act, 1878, evory Rural District Council has to sec that every
oegupied dwelling house within ite distriet has, within a reasonable distance, an available supply of
wholesome water, Within the past year arrangemonts wore made for supply to Waterloo Gardens,
Milford Without, which was one of the worst parts of the district in this respect,
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Another duty is that imposed by the same Act (Sec. 6), viz., " that no house may be built or re-
built in & Hural District without a proper supply of wholesome water.”

This has been scrupulously carried out during the past year, and forty-sight certificates as to
water supply have been granted.  In some eases cortificates wore refused until the requirements of the
Council were complied with.

In four enses manples of water have been analysed, and in those samples which were found to be
polluted a fresh supply was provided.

Dhairies, Milk- Persons o the number of 86, engaged in the milk trade, are regularly under inspection. Contra-
ahape, and ventions of the bye-lnws bave been dealt with in two cases.
Cowsheds,
Possible infection of milk supplies has oceurred in a number of cases, and will be referred to aguin.
Bake-houses Forty-three bake-houses and ten slaughter-houses are regularly inspected, and in most cases
ﬂ:}:::hu» conform te sanitary requirements. Four bake-houses were certified for limewashing, et
Parkorbaani The Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, came into fores at the beginning of the year under review.
Workahops. It imposes important dutios upen Dstrict Councils in respect of every work-place coming under the
Act. Tt invelves a great amount of work, and zo far we have been ahle to inspect only a few of the
workshops in the distriet.  Our Register of Workshops is however becoming more complete, and these
will b inspected in accordance with the Aot
Ay present our list contains twenty-nine factories, and thirty-eight workshops (all in process of
inspection). (Bakeliouses hove been dealt with above) The list of Homeworkers is necessarily
incomplete, but will be made more complate as time goes on,
};E:Jim (ne business of this nature exista in the district and is regularly ingpected.
T Muny notices in regard to nuisances have been served, and in most cases readily complied with.
In no case have proceedings been found necessary, Nuisances remuining unabated at present are (1)
the cess-poals at the West End, Fisherton Anger Without, and the condition of the roadway at the samo
place, (2) o cess-pool at Belle Vue, London Road, which overflows into the readway, and about which
repested notices have been served,
[napections. Inspection of the district has been regularly carried out by vour Sanitary Inspector and myself.
House to house inspection has been done by myself in o part of the disteiet, with the result that some
necded sanitary reforma were earried ont.
Behaols, Thers are twanty schools in the district, and of these, six have bean closed during the past
Fear, vis, i—
Farley January on aceount of Measles,
Euast Harnhan May for Disinfection, ete.
West Harnham July on aceount of Menales,
Redlynch July on account of Measles.
Coombe Bissett November on aceount of Searlet Fever.
Alderbury November on aceount of Scarlet Fever,
Tafections The Infections Diseases (Notification) Act, 1839, has been in foree sinee 1398, and during the past
Diiscane. year 125 cnses wore notifind.  The average for the three years provious to 1603, is 27 3, The excess is
almost entirely due to the widespread epidemic of scarlet fever with which we have had to deal.
The following table shows the incidence of infostions disease upon differcnt parts of the district.
TABLE SHOWING DISTRIBUTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.
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In the case searlet fever, we had to deal in nine instances with outbreaks in the houses of those
who were engaged in the milk trade, in two cascs bakehouses were infected, and in one ease a publie-
house. In my annual report for 1900 T said “The need for some efficient means of isolating patients
suffering from infectious disease is ever prosent with ua,  Frents of the past year have, however, not made
the necessity very clear, but that it exists no one can doubt, for at any moment we may be called upon
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