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Halisbury Rurval Hanitary Authovity,

Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 1895,

AREA of the DISTRICT in ACRES, 55,665, POPULATION of the DISTRICT, CENSUS 1804, 12,804,
ESTIMATED POFULATION to the MIDDLE of 1835, 13,004.

GestremEs—I beg to submit to you my Anvnal Report for 1885, The ecorreobed mumber of deaths iz Death-mu
174, lgl.ilhl 222 of 1804, The correction consists in ndding 10 desths which ocenrred outside the diptrict
{in the Balishory Infirmary). aod in deducting 49 deaths which ocenrred in the two Asyloms and in the Work-
house ameong pevaons not belonging to the districl.  This gives a death-rate of 188 against 145 for 15894
The infant mortality-rate i 1.9, or calenlated on the births 937 per 1000, and the symotic-rate is 0.8 por 1000,

The following iz g Table of comparizon for the last four years: —

: 1802 | 1808 | 1804 | 18605 !I | 1892 | 1898 i 1804 | 1805
— | | - i
Diphtheria ... | .. | 1 ot eme . | T o
Hearlating ver 1 4 | o | e || Phthisis 10 19 14 20
Whooping Congh i DR A | Frysipelas ... e SRS |
Croup 1 TR P i) Heart Disease... v 20 24 42 a0
Continued Fevers T (M Bronchitia & Prenmonia 44 25 88 | 30
Mensles e | 2 et B [ Injurics ] L 4 | 4
Typhoid Fever ... I j [ e | | | |

o b ———

Inflaenze has boen the canse of eloven deaths, and Caneer of fourtoen. These numbers are less than
those of the previous year, and the cases soem pretty equally distributed thronghout the district, Infections
discase, other than Influenza, is represented by a single case of Diphthoria,
The namber of Births has boen 293, agninst 300 for 1894 ; being ab the rate of 221 per 1,000. The  Birthmate
Births are therefore in exeess of the Deaths by 114,  In the Talles which accompany ihis Report there is
really nothing ealling for comment. Thongh Phthisia is higher than last yeor, and Heart Disense and
Bronehitis lover, these are all fairly within the average.
The commencement of ke venr 18095 was morked by meny changes in the personnel of the Bantary Events of the
Anthority, the new Distriet Council having taken over the dutics of the Hural Guardians.  Shortly aftorwands,
onr old tille of Alderbury Roral Sanitary Authority also ceased to exist.  The question of an Infections Hos-
pital in conjunetion with the Borough of Salislary was eonsidered,  The Infections Diseases Notification Act
was also considered. and I regret that it was not adopted.  In the end of November the Wilts County Council
eommenesd 8 gcheme for distributing information of ontbrenks of Infeetions Dizease ceenrring thronghout the
ﬂmt". Not th Imuul! af 0 Medieal Oficer, the l:'-uhlllj' Conneil havo I‘q:q_ll.i.r{'ti that MEY case or onthreak
of Infections Tisease should be notified to their Clerk. I have not been able to afford them any information,
but during the months of December and January 1 have rvecerved twenty-six notices of Infectious Discase
occurring in various parls of the County. Eighteen of these have been Searlet Fever, four Diphtheria, two
Typheid, and two Eryeipelas. What the severity of the outbreak was in the majority of the notifications there
was no menns of judging.

The weather of January and Febrnary was probably eclder than any within the recolloetion of even the Influenas

e W
RER Dilabitani. " Whon Mareh rrived tho frost: broke, and the pablic health which during tho coM weather "™ **° "

had been exceedingly good, now became excealingly bad. The Death-rate for the week ending Mareh 2nd
wis in London 845, and in Liverpool 55.5. This appenrs to lave been largely due to an outbreak of
Influcnza. In this distriet it was exeeedingly previlent, but penorally of a wild type. The deaths due to this
cause have beon already mentioned, and these were nearly all amomg persong woll advaneed in life. By the
third week in March the weather liad become exceedingly fine and mild, but this appeared only to inerense the
severity of the Influenza. The spring was an execedingly Bue one, and though the Influenzs declined in
April it re-appearcd in May. The showery weather of July and August was followed by an exceptionally hot
September, suel tomperatures as 87 in the shade being recorded, and the thermometer froquently registoring
8 or 9 degrees above the average maximum for the month. Whether the weather has had anything to do with
it or not, this has obviously been a healthy year,
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Searlet Favor,

Typhoid.

Diphtheria.

Measlea

Closure of Sehonlks

Hanitnry Work
and Improvoments.

Water Bupply,

Scarlet Fover is a disease nol affected much by weathor—probably not at all.  The first ense of Searlet
Fever bronght to my notice was at West Harmham, in the month of Angust. The child had resently arrived
from London and bad no doabt contracted the discase there. One other eass in the village, and tws cases ot
Btratford Tonoy, were probably due to this importation, A ease at West Doan was also imported from London,
thus showing the danger, nnd the neeessity of sirict precantions, when children are being sent down regularly
for the benefit of sountry air. Two mild eases ocenrred at the same time at Btratford-sab-Castle ; the infestion
appeared to come from Longhedge Farm, aud altimately from Salisbary.

The ouly cases of Typhoid were one at No-man's-land and another ab Aklerbury ; both cases eame from
a distanes ; tho first ense wos futal.  Enquirics made in London, with rogand to the first casze, oblaioed the
information that there had been other eases of Typhoid in the same streat.

The district appesrs to have been remarkably free from Diphtherin, one or two slight cases at Coomba,
Stratford Toney, and Nunton, being all that have occenrred.

Bevornl outhreaks of Measles have seeurrad, and the number of children attacked has bean consideralde.
The enses have not been serions, bot it has been fonnd necessary 1o close the schools, chisfly on acsount of
the greatly redoced attendance.

The Bchoola at Downton and XNo-man's-land, which sught to have opened on Beptember Hth afier the
holidays, were kept closped till the 16th.  The Scheol at Downton was again elosed on Seplomber S0th for a
forinight. The School st Alderbury was elosed on Oetober Znd, and remained so fill November 2nd. The
School al Redlyneh was elosed on December 16th, and re-opened after the Christmas holidays.

The district has been thoroughly inspected by the Sanitary Inspector and myself, and many parts have
boen visited frequently, A Table is furnished by the Sanitury Inspestor as required by the Connty Couneil.

The matters which have specally come ander my nobice are:—

Privies altered Diraing Pamps & Wﬂllul New Wells [uu.nih.lj Caot-

il ropaired, clonred, rupainel, | conatrmciod, hm Tmprov m-%
Coombo 4 ' 2 1 |
Lavirstock il 1 1
West Harnham i 1 i
Downton 4 ] 2 4
Fittan 1 5
Whiteparish 1 1
Btratford-sub- E‘mtla 1 1
Waterloo ; 1 ' i1 woss
Aldarbary 1 & o
Nunton and Odstock | | 1 | 1
Fairview 1 [ 2 [ (e
Fisherton 1 | | i
Winterslow | S 1

ey o Sl = . . - ———

The Waler Supply of the district hag ns usnal receivad a great deal of time and attention. On the whale
things sre now pretty good. There are of course districts such sz Alderbory apd Winterslow where the
sinking of wells is next to impossible; in the former beeanse water ennnot be gotb exeept in mere surfasce wells,
nud in the Infter becnse it can only bo renched at a great depth.  The Water supply of Alderbory has heen
upder eongideration, and my report wag 1o this effect :—* There is ouly one well proper, and this is in a low
situation, nnd the use of it is restricted.  The ollor sourees of supply are shallow holes, viz., North Fields and
Moor.-well, and a doubtfol hole near ench of these. The first supplies sixteen cottages, and the secomd twenty.
The other twelve cottoges on the high rond have strictly no sapply, bot Moor-well is perhaps the nearest.
There is a well colled Clark’s-well, but it only sopplies one coftage. The popalation of the village s GTH.
The possibility of 'iinking a deep well anad raizing the water by o windmill has been considered, but abandoned
on the gronnd of expense,”

In compliance with the request nt' ihe Stratford-sul-Castle Parish Couneil, a roport was also made as to
the waler supply of that villuge. As this village lies quite in the valley of the Avon the wells are shallow, and
nre therefore mob of extrome purity.  OF the den samples examined, [ was not however compellod to elass more
than one of them as * indifferent.”  The usual complaint of the cottagers was that the waler was hanl. How
this idea ean have arisen [ connot understamd.  The preatest hardeess met with was ten degrees of total
harloess, and five degroes of permanent bardness, while most of the wells did not give more than four degrees
of total hardness.  These remarks as o bardness of well water apply also to Waterloo, thongh here some of
the wator was slightly harder, but was still balow that of Solisbury fown water, the total havdness of which is
seventeen. Dhuring the severe frost the open wells were not affected, while many of those provided with pamps
were rendered useless, and the people dependent on them were, like the miepayers in Salishury, pat te
ponsiderabla ingonvenience. In the enss of ika soven cottages in Waterloo dopondent on a pamp, there wis
npparently no alternative bot to dip from the river just below the sewage worke. I hope that this hit of
information will not be veed a2 an argument against cur contention that the sewsge works are pot all that
they might be.

—
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Remarks last year on the state of the River Avon ealled for a farther report, and this was furnished to
the County Couneil in November. My remarks were, T think, oxeceding mild, and onght not to have ofended
anybody. Had I given froe vent to my feelings on the matter it is just possiblo that a Loeal Government Board
inquiry would have followad. The matter iz really saeh a simple one that it iz diffieuli to see how angons
enn assert that there is no room for improvement,  What has meved me so often o eomplain of the state of
the river in this distriet has been the complaints reesived from persons residing on or near the banks.  These
persans eomplain that the water is froquently not fit to drink ; that the baoks are fouled by a dark deposit;
and that in sammer there is an offonsive small.  Now there ean be no doubt that under cortain conditions, as
the winter weaiher, the fleoded state of the river, or oven the temporary raizing of cerfain habches, o very
great illl?ll.‘ﬁﬂ’!lli!l'ﬂ- lnlh:lﬁ. |1||H;14.I-. This illlym'ﬁ:lm:hl canmol b botler illostrited Lhan I,|-_'|" the fact that 1"'“].:"""
at Downton sometimes profer the river water to that of their shallow wells. At any time of the year the water
i however fur better ut Downton than it iz just below Balishary. In the month of October much deposit
coild be seon ab least ns fur as l’l-]ilﬂﬂ-llllﬂ" Fl'l"l'}'. ﬁumplw of wubor taken here on November 1st, whon the
river was almost in flood, were sufficiently pure a boat’s length from the shore, bat at the bank were indifferont.
Samples faken at Petersfinger were indifferant, while those taken below he Howaga Works were decaledly bad.
There i=no doabt that the river condaing somo sownge hofore it renches Balisbary, but it i= still more impnos-
sible to doubt that the organie matter passing out of the sewnge works is the eanse of the polluted state of the
river. The methods adopted at the sewage works are not such as ean be egpected vither Lo arvest the mosi
important part of the organie matier, or to produce a manure of any valoe.

Burely this is a question worthy of eonsideration, and indeed this is the whole question. The enly gleam
of hope in this matter, which las hitherlo scomod hopeless, is to be fonnd in the extreme cnergy of the Parish
Conneil of the disirict. Their hands are no doabt at present full, but they may be able before long to tarn
their attention to this drenry business.

The Milford Without Parish Couneil to whom T have just alluded, have for some time—in fact ever since
they came into existence—been agitating for improvements in Fairview Terrace and Waterloo Gardens. In &
leltor nddresced 1o the Coanty Council they say:—'* In neithor ense ie thero any sdequate water supply or
system of drainage, and in both enses the ronds are in o state which may be fairly deseribed as insanitary . . .
The Distriet Couneil hns boen appealed to, and their Medieal Officer's report acepmpanies. On the other hand
the Parish Council are supported by Mr. Hurconrt Contes, the Medical Oficer for the City, as appears from
the accompanying extracts from the * Wilts County Mirror and Express ' of Febroary 5th and April 8th,
1808. This very fairly ropreseunts the present condition of affsirs as will b seen by the docnments sceom.
panying this letter.”  Now what does thiz all mean # The Town Conneil and their Medieal Officer certainly
gave us some frouble three years ago, buot still it is three years sinee they buried their hatchet, and they have
fayally kept tho peneo sinee then,  Aro thoy now attacking us through this new Council, or are these lntter playing
the pard of resarrectionisls? Do, T say to them, leave that hatehet alone.  IF they are convineed that improve-
monts are required, no one has any right to objeet to their moving in the matter, but to attempt to revive o
eoutroversy which had its day long befere they were officially born, seems hardly likely to enlist that sympathy
which they so evidenily desire.  Space will not allow a repetition of the reporis furmished as io the eondition
of Milford Withont, but a word of eriticism on the complaints as to Fairview Terrace may perhoaps bo of wse.
* No adequate system "' of water sapply, efe., is in existence we are told. The word adeguate means ** fully
sufficient for,” ** sufficient,” ** éncngh.” Now this row of coltages is supplied by three desp wells in the
ehalk, nud these weolls are provided with excellent wheel pumps.  The waler is more than sofficient, and is
always good. How then can it be said that there is no adequate water sopply # The system of sewerage iz that
of cesspools, and is also adequate.  To lay o sewer i orban fashion bas been shown to bo impossible, oven
if it were desirable. If any change were necessury, earih-closeis would be the proper thing to sulsdiinie for
the edsspoals, and would eertainly be more in choracter with a disirict, which in spite of ils proximity to the
Borough of SBalisbury, is still essentially rural.  If Fairview Tormee were one mile nearer to London, it wonld
still b in the Parish of Milford Withont, but would the ery then be for water-works and sewage-works ?  Is it
not merely because a litlle water compuny happens to be elose at hand that this determined attempl o eon-
strnct & veritablo wrbs in rure is being made.  Had the attention of the Purish Couneil been divectod ehiofly
to Waterloo Gardens there would have been at least some reason in their complaint. The roadway in Waterlon
has been torribly cut up by the lnying of gas pipes, and by the trafic to the new steam flour mills. The
incrense of building and its effect on the water supply and system of seworuge is o matter now oeenpying thoe
attention of the Sanitary Authority.

Very little renning to bo said about the varions parishes composing the Salisbury Rural Distrie.

The largest parish in the district, and the only place deserving the name of town is Downton with a
population of 8,480, A great deal of inspection work has been dooe here, and a certain amount of improve.
ment hias been effectod.  There was slight feoding in the antumn, but none of the inconvenienca experieneed
in the previous year. The British Behool, which was in a somewhat insanitary stute, has been re-placed by o
most imposing building in which every attention has been paid to sanitary requirements. A large number of
pigs have been kept ou a piece of very wel ground close to the high-road ; these have been a frequent eaunse
of complaint, and ought certainly to be removed.

Hi'n-r A Wi,

Fairview and tho
Parish Council

The District in
dutall.

Downton.
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Alderbury.
No-man'sdand,

Dean,

Fiahorion Withouat

Whitepnriah,

Water Analysia.

Fooad ansd Tlrugl;
Aot

Conelasion.

The question of the water supply of the village of Alderbury has entailed many visits to the neighbonrhood.

The village of No-man's-land being in a corner of Wiltshire, and not in Hampshire, is not technisally in
the New Foresf, but is essentinlly forest in charaster. An attempl to examine some eows, the milk from which
waz thonght to have eanszed illness, wns frmatrated by the cows being always lost in the forest when wanted.
The dificulty of evieting a woman from a dangerous and ruinous coltage has heon very great; she is belioved
still to haont the ruins.

The stream at Dean hos been often referred to.  Something has been done in the way of removing the
mud. In Saptember inst the smaoll was very offonsive.

The new Parish of Fisherton Anger Without is merely the portion of the Parish of Fishorton which was
always in the reral distriel.  The estimated populution iz now 1,880, making thia the seeond Inrgest place in
the distriet.  The diffiealty of disposing of waste and sorface water at West End still frequently oceurs, and
has been before referred to as an illusiration of the tronbles of water laid on, or an * adequate supply,” mn &
digtrict where the seworage system is that of cesspools.

The third village according to size is Whiteparish, with a pepulation of 1,087. The water sapply in this
village might certainly be botter in quantity.  In many places it iz necessary to go to a eonsiderable depth
before water can be obisined, bot beyond this there appears to be no diffienlty in providing more wells.

(Mher matters, such as overcrowding nt Nunton, efe., have been noted in a table on the second page.

Twenty-seven samples of water have been examined, of which nineteen wers found ** good,”™ six
* indifferent,” and two ** bad."

The Connty Couneil enlled our attention to the Sule of Food and Drugs Act as long ago as May, 1802,
The duty of earrying ont this Act ks T understand been taken from ns, and i3 now underfalien Ly the
Couneil themsolves,

The absence of any ontbreaks of infoelions dizcase, or other matters specially ealling for inguiry, iz this
venr somewhat romarkable.  Even lead-poisoning, a divease fairly common in this district, haz not oscurrsd
this rear. 2

The questions eonnected with water supply ought alwavs to be of interest to a Medieal ﬂﬁ_ur of Health,

and no apology is required when, as in the present instanes, they have ocenpied a eonsiderable amonnt of
space.  When n water supply becomes eontaminaied, not by organic matter anch as can be diseoversd by
annlysis, but by specific germs, the dangers of sewars and eesspools are mode tervibly evident. The inquiry
recently held in the Isle of Wight is n most instrnetive lesson.  The water sopply is here, as thronghont the
Southern district, obtained from the chalk. To the chalk we must go for a poblic sopply, and for & private
one also unless we aro content with a mere surface well. The chalk is perhaps the most popalar of all supplies.
When Landon or any large town requires a further supply of water, the ehalk is the source genorally proferred.
The ehalk is better than the new red sand-stone, and belter than some of the gravels. The question iz not
only tho mline which will bo druined by a deop well, but how far this radius will be inerssed by mneh
pumping. In chalk, which iz not a very porous soil, the passage of water is much facilitated by fi=sares, and
it has been found that 104fk. of depression in & well, due to pumping, will sxtend its inflasnes to GO0 foot.

I ennclusion, may I ventare to make a suggestion to the Wilts Connty Conneil.  The General Parposes
Committes are constanily devising schemes for siimuolating the energy of the varions Medical Officers of
Health., What would be the effeet of supplving us with the Yellow Book issned anunally by the Loeal Govern-
ment Boand ? T4 eontaing much nseful information, and varies in price ; the lust one however cost 184, No
donbt o reduction conld ba obtained on taking & quantity.  ‘The book referred to is the Sapplament to the
Annual Report of Loeal Government Board, being the Roport of the Medieal Officer.

Appended are Tables of Cause of Death, Population, Birthe, and New Cases of
Tufections Sickness,

I remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

JAMES EELLARND, M.B. Edin., D.P.H, Durham, &c.

SALISBURY, February 12th, 1586,
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