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PREFACE.

To the Mayor, Alderman, and Councillors of tha
Borough of Poole.

Gentlemen,
I have again the honour of making the Annual Report on the
health of the Borough, which I am happy to say has been free from

serions epidemics.

There are livo malters in this report to which I would draw attention,
Child Welfare and Hou.ing of the Working Classes, which are aof
pressing public interest,

Although interim reports are now only demanded by the L.G.B

it is advisable for future reference thai a continuous record of the health
and sanitary conditions be kept.

I again thank the various councillors and officials for their courtesy
and assistance in my duties and the preparation of this reporl,

I remain, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

WILLIAM GOSSE.
May, 1918.
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Statistical Summary for 1917,

Area of Borough 7,964 acres.

* Population 42,335

Birth-rate 16.2 per thousand population.
Marriage-rate 14.5 o .
Death-rate (corrected) 13.9 - %
“Zymotic "' death-rate i % =
Infant mortality rate 91 per thousand births.

*For explanation and particulars refer to Vital Statistics,

Poverty and Pauperism.

This is to show the amount of destitution in the district.
1913—July 1st.  Persons in receipt of relief 1,391

1914— July 1st 5 i 1,235
1915— July Ist 5 i 1,160
1916— July 1st ” s 1,133
1917— July 1st = 2 1,000

Vital Statistics.

Porvration.—By the direction of the Local Government Board’
the death-rates, etc. were to be based on figures supplied by the
Registrar General, the effect of this as compared with our usual
estimation is to increase the death-rate and lessen the birth-rate.

The estimated civilian population for obtaining the death-rate
being 87,978, and the figures 42,335 for the birth-rate. Other factors
were mentioned in my previous reports,

BigTH-RATE.—The birth-rate shows a serious decrease, being
the lowest of which we have any record, this is attributable to the
State being at war, and is general among the belligerent nations.
There were 690 births of which 64 were illegitimate.

MarriacE-RaTE.—The marriage rate also again dropped.
There were 308 marriages.

DEATH-RATE.—The death-rate has fallen, being 13.0 ; as there
were only 530 civilians died in the borough.

[NFANTILE MoORTALITY.—Only B8 infants died, but as the
births were considerably fewer, the death rate shows an increase to
84 per 1000 birth. Congenital deficiency accounted for 24 of these
deaths, there were also 23 still-born babies buried in the borough
cemeteries exclusive of the churchyards of which we have no record.
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Infectious Diseases.

During the year 366 cases of notifiable infectious diseases
were reported as against 1,175 of last year. Measles and Rubella
accounted for 173 cases, leaving 193 which is 17 less of the other
infectious diseases than last year. Excluding 70 tubercular
diseases which shows a slight decrease, there remains 123 cases,
which makes 2 more cases in this category than last year. Again
in my September report I was able to show a clean bill except-
ing two cases of measles. [ would advise that Chicken Pox be
now made notifiable in the Borough as is done elsewhere, the
reason being that of all the zymotic diseases ,chicken pox is most
easily mistaken for modified small pox. In the Annual Report
of 1915 it was estimated that there were 8000 unvaccinated
voung people in the borough.

ExtErIic FEVER.—Eight cases were notified, same as last year
with only three deaths.

MEAsLES AND RUBFLLA.—173 cases notified and 3 deaths.

SCARLET FEVER.—43 cases notified with only 1 death.

DipuTHERIA. 45 cases notified with 7 deaths.

CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS.—3 cases were notified with 2
deaths.,

InrFLUENZA caused 8 deaths.
CANCER was the cause of 47 deaths.

PUERPERAL FEVER.—was responsible for 1 death.

TuBERCULOSIS.—68 deaths were registered, 50 were due to
pulmonary disease and the remainder to other forms of tuberculosis,
being ten less than last year.

Waxooring CouGH was the cause of 7 deaths, as many as 45
cases Wcauaﬂd and accounted for as many fatalities -
as meastes;Scarlet fever and typhoid fever together. This suggests
a want of care and intelligent home nursing.

— e
Child Welfare.

There has been much voluntary activity in the Borough of
Poole Schools for Mothers during the year. Mrs. Compton who
had been the indefatigable Hon. Secretary for so many years
resigned last Summer. Miss Gaman, then Miss Carter were appoint-
ed, but found themselves unable to continue the duties, and now
Mrs. H. A. Webb has kindly taken over the secretaryship.
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There are now four centres, Poole, Branksome, Upper Parkstone
and lastly Newtown, which was started by Mrs. Webb less than
two “yez‘r'sz?; and has now 53 members,

Miss Fidler who had done good work in the borough, having
been working single-handed during the previous winter, resigned
in the Autumn. Miss Eaton was appointed Lady Superintendent,
she is fully qualified and appears exceptionally suitable for the

. o oW o
work. ( CoS 17 o H 'an' .‘,}L.L, Lf::fp{«_ /

horesl YW

T am glad to say the relationship between Miss aton and the
Municipal Nurses is most cordial, although there is some overlapping
of the visiting with the Health Visitor, which cannot be avoided
until the voluntary associations are co-ordinated under the super-
vision of a central authority.

During the year 1278 visits were made and 147 classes for
Health Talks by the Lady Superintendent at the various centres.

National Baby week was successfully celebrated by a Baby
Show in Poole Park and three centres of exhibits-at the Ashley
Road, one demonstration. was.given by school children on baby
toilet which was.popular, and the Municipal nurses gave a series
of suitable simple lectures. :

The Children’s Aid Association made an excellent report.
Several meetings took place with a Sub-committee of the Education
and Sanitary Committees with the object of forming a municipal
Child Welfare Committee, a well thought out scheme was put
forward by the Town Clerk and generally approved of, but ultimately
the further consideration of the scheme was deferred by the Educa-
tion Committee for six months.

Several meetings were also held with the object of starting
a much needed Day Nursery in conjunction with the Borough of
Poole School for Mothers, and a scheme was arranged. At that
time the probability of a Child Welfare Committee was bright, but
it was decided not to take any further steps until the Child Welfare
Committee was an accomplished fact.

It is hoped that in 1918 the municipality will accept the
honourable responsibility and support and supervise the efforts of
the various philanthropic associations which have done such good
work in the borough.

Health Visitor.

The report of the years work, I think justifies the appoint-
ment and Nurse Hooper has also obtained the qualification of the
Royal Sanitary Institute.

Before the war there were 600 health visitors in tl:ni'a country,
now there are 2,000, so we are only moving with the times.

..'-,If_

%
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In March we got a couple of convictions under the notifications
of births act and since then we have been the envy of our neigh-
bonrs.,

_ Of the forty not notified, a considerable proportion belong to
the first 2 months of the year and the remainder of the mothers are
chiefly the wives of soldiers and sailors serving abroad.

I would again draw attentfion of the public, that the nurse's
advice is w*ulal:rlc to expectant mothers, and others at the Munici-
pal offices from 9.30 to 10.30 a.m. every week day  The H.V. had
to attend several emergency midwifery cases in Newtown, when
thev were short of a midwife.

Also I would draw attention to the seven deaths from Whooping
Cough on Page 16, only one of these children was under the age of
6 months, skilled advice and aftention was wanting ; it is the
complications that are to be dreaded and avoided; therefore
send for the Health Visitor.

Births Notified by Doctors i e 362
e = . Nurses s R 260

. % . Other people = = 0 :,

i 2 . Parents .. i ik 26 #
Total Births notified on register S = ﬁh
£ not notified s Lo 40
i notified Il gitmml& o ) 5Y
r o Still-born T 14

Prosecutions under the notification of leth Act 1907, March 15th
1917. 2
First visits to new babies L iy i a7
[mpetigo o . i 2
Opthalmia neonatorum i e e 2
Chickenpox = e 9
Measles i .l s 21
Mumps i = gt 51
Whooping Cough i o 12
School for Mothers, 6 New "-trﬂ,t X e G
Total No. of Visits paid, 1917 .. . 1!323
;.’

The Borough Bmtarinlaglna.l l:ahm'!.tnrr.
LaporaTorRy WORE DONE IN 1917.

Number of specimens examined .. 1,139

Infectious Hospital ‘e T00
Diphtheria { School Clinics - 379

Local Practitioners - 60
Tuberculosis .. o 2 105
Gonorrhoea e o e 40
Ringworm .. s 6
Water {Hﬂrtﬂ1::rloglcal} 5 i 37
Water (Chemical) = it 2

(Other Specimen) - aa T2
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Water Supply.

[t will be seen in the Borough Bacteriological Laboratory
report that the water has been frequently examined, besides which
we have submitted it to chemical analysis. Owing to the appeal
to the public the consumption of water during the vear 1917 was
diminished by nearly 10 million gallons, the amount used being
276,365,000 gallons ; making a daily average of 757,164 gallons.

Borough Isclation Hospitals.

There are two as last year, Alderney, three miles out, with its
three blocks added by the War Office, and Baiter Hospital for
emergency outbreaks, situated in Poole Harbour.

Number of Patients admitted into the Alderney Hospital, 1917.

No. of Military Cases admitted into Alderney Hospital 126

., Civil 5 i g 3 90
.  MNawval - o i i 8
Rural ' * = & o 13

Total admitted 257

* Seacroft,”
Poole,
Dorset,

May, 30th 1918
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

There 15 nothing of special interest to report during the last
vear, except a marked diminution in the number of Cerebro Spinal
Fever cases under treatment. The Diphtheria mortality has been
a little high, but considering the moribund condition of some of the
admittances, it is not to be wondered at. It is a great pity that
the public so underestimate the danger of sore throats, and con-
sequently call in the doctor too late. I have again to call attention
to the devotion of the Matron, and Mrs. Guy, and the nursing stafi
generally and to the svmpathetic insight of the Chairman.

Yours truly,
STEPHEN LANGTON M.B.,

Acting Supt. of Poole Isolation
Hospital.

Borough Surveyor's Department

Collection and disposal of waste paper. Not so much is being
collected, as there are several other agencies at work, but the
smaller lots are still being collected which otherwise would be

wasted.




Housing Question,

During the year the matter has been before the local authorites
and a joint Committee of the Corporation and the Poole Housing
Association had since been appointed, with the object of con-

-sidering the possibility of providing the required accommodation
through the agency of the Poole Housing Association in Co-opera-
tion with the Council instead of the lines suggested by the circular
letter of the L.G.B. At least 300 or 400 more workmens' dwellings
are needed as numerous new industries have been started in the
neighbourhood, whether they are likely to continue after the war is
one of the guestions that is now under the consideration of the joint
Committee.

Another is whether the convenience of being near to work will
overide the disadvantages of overcrowding the lower part of the
Town, and the advantages of cheaper land, more space for gardens
and air in the suburbs. Trams are already available and inexpensive
and will probably be cheaper still when electricity will be supplied
from national centres, the scheme for which is already published.

Within the last 36 years, T4 houses have been demolished anp
about 40 closed, several rebuilding schemes have been made out
but only 15 working class dwellings have been built by the
authorities.

Number of dwelling houses, other buildings etc., erected during
the last year ending 31st December, 1917.
Dwelling houses, o i 2
Other buildings e o 37
Additions S s e 19
Several condemned houses were demolished.

Diseases of Animals Acts.

During the vear, 14 cases of suspected swine fever have been
reported. The Borough was declared to be an infected area on
April 28th 1917, and this order was withdrawn on July 12th 1917.
Important alterations have been made this year regarding the
facilities for removal of swine. On June 17th 1917, a regulation
of movement order was issued which greatly assisted pig keepers
to move without licences, over a much extended area. At present
licences are only granted from the various markets.

On April 19th 1917, the restriction on the slaughter of calves
was removed.

An outbreak of Parasitic Mange in horses occurred during
April and May. The requirements of the Parasitic Mange Order
of 1911 were strictly carried out. Five premises in the Borough
being thoroughly cleansed and strict observation kept on all horses,
no fresh cases have occurred.

 Eleven persons were summoned during the year and ten con-
victions obtained and fifteen persons were reported and cautioned.
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Poole Port Sanitary Authority.
During the }mar 84 ships were inspected as follows :—

British.—Condition, very good .. 1
good 2 T0
fair ¥ 1
dirty 14

Total inspected 83

Foreign —Condition, good g 1
No cases of infectious disease were found or reported.

Dirty forecastles were found in 4 British ships and notice was
given to cleanse. One blocked W.C. and two dirty W.C's were
found on 3 British ships and notice was also given in these cases to
cleanse. Poor light was discovered in a forecastle of one British
ship and notice was served on the owners. A dirty W.C. was found
on the foreign ship inspected and notice was given to cleanse. In
all the above mentioned cases the works were carried out without
further action being deemed necessary.

The cargoes carried by the 84 ships were as follows i —
Ballast 32, general 24, potatoes 7, granite 5, cement 3, coal 2,
flour 2, stone 2, oil 2, timber 1, sand 1, manure 1, candles 1, pit
props, 1

During the year 72 inspections were made tomarine stores and
warehouses adjoining or near the Quay for the purpose of ascertain-
ing the existence of rats and the source and distribution of rags.

In several instances verbal notices were given the occupiers
to clear their premises of rats and the necessary works were carried
out.

In January H.M. Inspector made an inspection of the Port
and the work done by your officers, and made the following
recommendations viz :—

That while continued attention should be paid to destruction
of rats on ships and on shore, it is extremely desirable that special
attention for this purpose should be devoted to the marine stores
in Poole ; and the Inspector of Nuisances should make periodical
inspections of the premises. It is also desirable that he should
make due enquirv as to the source and distribution of the rags
dealt with in their marine stores, in view of the known dangers
associated with rags and rats in relation to the spread of plague.

Report to the Education Committee,

In June I furnished details of the Schools with deficient cloak
room accommodation, in September I gave you the requirements of
the Education Inspector. In November I drew attention to an en-
largement needed of the boys urinal in the Branksome Heath
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School. I understand the Committee approved and gave instructions
to the Borough Surveyor, who up to the present has been unable to
supply the labour and material necessary.

A more urgent matter is the insanitary condition of St. Mary's
(R. C.) School, the details I also gave in the November report.
Sore throats and other ailments are there endemic and out of all
proportion to the neighbouring schools,

Eye Department.

During the Summer of 1917 the School oculist Mr. Francis
Buckland was ill and in October Mr. Alexander Stables was
appointed Ophthalmic surgeon, and rapidly cleared off the accumu-
lated cases, the total for the year being 101.

The committee supplied 31 pairs of spectacles gratis and paid
half the cost for 5 pairs. When the School Medical Officer gives
the orders for these, he advises the patient to come up again to see
whether properly fitted, especial attention being given to astigmat-
ism cases.

Dental Department.

During the yvear the Dental work has been reorganised, it being
in a state of chaos. Routine inspection has been resumed, so that
all the children up to the specified age will be annually examined
The defective cases will be notified and a reply post card enclosed
by which they can apply for free treatment by the School Dentists.
Thus we can send up in rotation the cases that have applied,which
duly turn up, thus saving the time of the dentists and the clerk.
Previously about 10 9, of the cases notified presented themselves
for treatment.

I was unable to get a report of conservative treatment from the
dentists this year, but the number of extractions was 400 ; 53 of
which had gas and most of the remainder local anmsthetics. 185
of these cases were sent up with urgency orders from the School
Clinic, which shows this innovation is appreciated.

Tuberculous cases are sent to County Tuberculosis Dispensary
and if not confirmed and treated there, are kept under observation

and come up to School Clinic every month to be weighed and
examined.

A great deal of the verminous condition is due to the inability

of many mothers giving the necessary the attention as so many go
out to work in munition factories, etc.

Army scabies was introduced into the Borough which explains
the increase of cases: the old treatment by sulphur ointment was
found expensive, and wasted a considerable amount of edible fat,
an economical substitute was found to be efficient.
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TABLE. 1
Vital Statistios 1884—1917.

Infant Zymotic

vear, | Mid-year Birth | Marriage | Death | Mortality | Disease
= | population. | Rate per | Rate per | Rate per | per roco | Dt'h Rate

1000 Pop. | 1000 pop. | 1000 pop. | births. per 1000
{ I [ L
1884 12,706 | 32.7 | | “19.4 130 | 1.9
1885 12,957 | 3905 18.7 86 | o8
1586 13,237 | 300 8.1 11z [.0
1587 13,529 | 32.6 15.8 Lo 1.5
188 13,680 | 28.0 17.5 2o L.4
1889 13,853 | 27.5 101 9¢. | 2.0
18go 14,027 | 26.6 4.6 | B2 | 6.9
18g1 15,500 | 27,8 4.1 , 78 | 0.6
1802 15887 | 26.3 20.7 | 7L | 2.5
18o3 16,275 | z8.2 [7.8 165 2.T
I B4 16,002 | 3z.2 L ol 1.0
1805 17,050 20.5 TE.T 126 0.4
1806 17,438 | 31.5 4.9 Bt i 0.0
18g7 17,526 28.6 [5.5 iz3 | 1.0
188 18,214 28.5 153 | 145 0.4
18g0 18,602 27.3 L7.4 [23 2
150 18,0901 2T 15.3 131 o,5
101 19,538 Sy . 3.9 03 EI
1902 20,005 | 20,7 e Eb. 4 1o 1.1
1G03 20, 500 270 | in i | 135 0.8
1G04 21,142 I 2T o e TEe. | 10G I.4
tgos | 25804 | 26.% | o 5.7 113 0.5
"1g06 | 32,080 | z0.0 | 1549 | I5.1 L L&
1907 | 32.518 | 27.5 16.8 i 3.1 = 0.8
ool | 33,207 26,0 168 | 3.8 57 1.2
1900 | 33,524 i N EL R S 8o 0.8
gre | 34,168 26.0 | 15.4 1.7 82 | 0.0
1OT 1 39,102 24.0 141 | 140 | 126 | 2.4
1912 | 40,380 | 22.7 r 14.6 | 0.9 | 88 | 1.0
1913 | 41,0600 zz.1 | I4.2 110 8z | 0.5
1914 | 41,880 21.0 13.6 | 1.3 A | .2
Igrs { 42,800 18.7 I8.6: | 13.% 93 0
I 1916 42,331 | 19.8 156 | 137 | 76 7
1917 | 4%335 | 10.2 4.5 | 130 o1 7

“RBorough enlarged,

{ This is the Reuistrar General's estimate for Birth-rate, based on the ratis
between total and civillan population of England and Wales.




Deaths Registered during
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TAEBELE =.

(Local Covernment Board Table IIL.)

the Calendar Year 1917.

CauseEs oF DEATH.

=

e .uhq of infants undor 1 vear of age

- — ——rr e ——

Special Causes (included above)—

'll_'c'l':-hru-lqhil'm] fever

s s m— G

(Civilians only.) Males. Females.
All Causes 293 253

1 Enteric I'ever 2 g
z  Small-pox G i
] 3 Measles 2 I
4 Scarlet fever 1 o
5 Whoeoping cough .. 3 4
¢ Diphtheria and cronp 4 3
7 Influenza e 2 L&
&  Erysipelas 1 s
4 Pulmenary tube reulosis 26 24
1o Tuberculonz meningitis 5 z
11 Other tuberculous diseases 4 5
iz Cancer, malignant disease z1 20
13 Rheumatic fever ol 5
14 Meningitis 1 2
i5 Organic heart rll&-:-nsr- 24 31
16 Bronchitis 20 21
i7 Ppeanmonia (all lulllhj 20 L1
18 Other respiratory diseases = 4
ig Diarrhoea, &c. (under 2 years). 5 2
2o  Appendicitis & typhlitis 2 1
21 Cirthosis of liver 2 1
zoa Alcoholism e I
22 MNephritis and Br;ghts disease. 0 I
23 Puerperal fever I
24 Parturition, apart from puerperal fever e i
25 Congenital [I'Lbiht} &c i 16 B
26 Violence, apart from suicide. B 3
27 Suicide 4 1
28 Other defined diseases 8o L]
ag  Canses ill-defined or unknown. 1 e

z1
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TAELE 5.

Attack Rates per 10,000 population from Scarlet Fever,
Diphtheria, and Enteric Fever.

Year | Scarlet Fever, -r Diphtheria. Enteric Fever,
1504 _I 1.0 23.9 .8
1545 | 14.0 1,5 I 2.4
1896 1Z.5 5.7 ! 3.4
1895 ' Z4.1 ! 6.7 ! 3.3
1598 4.9 ; I5.0 ! 1.1
1399 38.7 JI £2.3 ! 8.9
1500 ! 160 f 5.8 ! 10,0
1901 | 135.8 I 7.1 : 19.6
[goz 24.5 ; 8.4 | 5.0
1G035 | 7.8 : EL:7 | 6.8
1G04 106,2 ' 16.2 : 10T
1905 13.7 : 9.1 | 17.9
L1100 | 12.4 [o.2 8.4
1907 .i 7.1 | (5.0 i 4.0
1908 12.0 3.8 I [.8
1900 42.0 8.9 | 3.9
19io . 20.5 2007 ! 1.4
IGIL J: GG i 12.5 i .4
1gI2 47.3 i 17.0 34
1913 3.2 | 2.1 3.1
14914 12.1 i 15.7 i.1
1a15 | 17.0 ’ 77 L4
IGO0 i 1.8 | 0.6 .8
(197 i ! £).0 1.6 0.5
| |
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TABLE 6.

Death Rate per 10,000 population from Cancer
and Tuberculosis.

Yar Cancer Rumonay
|
§ a1y | 13.1 ! 3.0
LG0T 16.7 i I1.5
ooz 8.5 ! I1.0
1G03 - .8 1 I1.2
1004 13.3 | 13.8
1905 . 8.2 : 13.5
1006 { 1.3 [2.7
LGOT I ToT ‘ [0.1
IG08 1 H.2 : 2.3
1G00 9.5 o5
1910 | 10.8 [I.1
g1 (1.0 | 10.0
[g1z | 9.7 , V2
PG5 -' IL.2 ! 7.3
LG14 . Lo 3 i 8.0
1gI5 : 8.8 | H.q
1G106 . 1z.5 10.7
1917 I 12.3 i £3.1
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Work done under the Food and Drugs Acts.

Nature of Sample.

Milk

Milk

Margarine

Butter

Coffes

Cofiee and Chicory
Bun and Cake Powder
Custard Powder
Egz Powder
Baking Powder
Sugarlens

Lard

China Tea

"otal

ﬁ )
£ | = T
i = w Pt s =
= £ = B 2 158 g2
E 8 g = e T o
8 = = 9 o | O | 88
= = = & < |PO |
i
79 79 71 B 1 .3 5
G | 116 106 | 10 | Io
3 ' 9 & | |
|
3 9 12 Iz | =
i :
I 1 L |
2 1 = z | I 1 |
1 |
I | 1 1 ! | |
| I I
3 |3 3 | i
3 =y 3 ‘ i s
2 2 . I | 5 |
i - * |
1 1 1 ] |
| | |
2 2 4 4 | |
2 2 i | L (%
! | i
1o i35 | 236 210 j 20 | I4 | L7
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TABLL 8.

Average Gumpuaitioﬁ of ir;lilk Samples 1914 -1T.

! 1914 1915 1916 1917
| |
[ =l e P
Fat .. o 347 | 346 | 363 335
Solids not Fat 880 873 | 870 873

TABLE q.

Showing amount of Unsound Food Destroyed.

. |
1914 | 1915 | 1616 1917
ORI, S [ |
|
; . . : |
Beef - 1638 lbs. 4946 1bs. | 3204 Ibs. | 1335 lbs.
Pork o 3933 . 5775 . | 6353 . | 2319
' !
Mutton - L5 TR ! 125 .. e SRR
IFish oo Egz5 ., 1143 .. o, | s5Bgb
Fruit = | e . 2% | 3z .. 283 .

Pouliry ok L [ 145 . | i | -
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