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To the Pontefract Rural District Council.

Mg. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present for your information and con-
sideration my Annual Report for the year 1925.

In compiling this report 1 have followed as closely as possible
the memorandum issued by the Ministry of Health.

NATURAL and SOCIAL CCNDITIONS of the DISTRICT.

The population of the distriect as given by the Registrar
General’s return is 21,600, In my own estimation the population
15 25,000.

The Registrar General estimated it in 1921 as 18,030, the actual
censng being 17,885 taken that year.

You will note the marked inerease in the population, roughly
7600 more, or 38 per cent.

The Area of the Distriet is 38,870 acres, and measures 13 miles
in its greatest length. The ground for the mest part is fairly
flat, particularly so in the Scuth-Eastern area. This part of the
district is agricultural, but several sand and gravel guarries
find employment for a small number of men.

Thers is also a flour mill and an artificial manure works in
this area.

In the North, the ground rises considerably on each =side of
the River Aire, which flows from the North to the South East.
The most noticeable hill is on the South side of the River Aire,
and is known as the Red Hill, rising to a height of 264 fret above
set level, Tt is situated in the parishes of Ferryfryston and
(ilass Houghton.



Airedale, the new village erected by the Council, lies on the
top and the North aspect of this hill. This part of the district
13 more populous, coal mining being the chief industry, the various
subsidiary industrics being brick, chemical and pottery works and
lime quarries. These industries do not exert a detrimental in-
fluence on the public health.

Tha River Aire in time of flood inundates considerable areas
of land in its course through the district. Until quite recently,
the road between Fairburn and Newton was involved in this
flcoding, and was a source of much trouble and inconvenience
New valves and other works, however, have been constructed, and
the banks of the river raised with spoil from a local colliery

Since these works have been completed the road has not been
flocded.

The road between Beal and Birkin is also subject to serious
flooding. Here a storm water sewer has been constructed on the
Beal side of the river, which has much improved the position re-
garding Beal.

Number of inhabited houses: (1921) 3,756 (1925) 5,045,

Number of families or separate occupiers: (1921) 3,757; (1925)
estimated, 5,460.

Rateable value, £182,545.

Sum represented by a penny rate, £733.

New houses erected in the five years 1921 to 1925 :—
By the Counecil S 1198
By Private Enterprise S [y

Total ... 1369
VITAL STATISTICS.

Births.
Total. Males. Females.
Legitimate i 691 371 320
Lllegitimate 33 10 23
Birth Rate: 32.
Deaths.

Tiotal, M:les. Females.
2hd e 148 e 104



These figures on the Registrar General’s Returns are corrected
for inward and outward transfers.

Death Rate: 11.7.

Tha figures for the Birth Rate and Death Rate are interesting.
They are calculated on the Registrar General's estimate of the
population of 21,600.

They show a remarkably high Birth Rate, that of England
and Wales being 18.3, and a very favourable Death Rate, that of
England and Wales being 12.2.

On my estimation of the population at 25,000 they would be:
Rirth Rate 27.6, Death Rate 10.16. :

Number of women dying in consequence of childbirth:—

(a) from sgepsis, 3; (b) from other causes, 2.
Deaths of infants under 1 year of age per 1,000 births, 104.2.
This rate is very high indeed, that of England and Wales

heing 75. 33 per centi of these cases were due to congenital debility
and malformation and premature birth.

These figures show the importance of antenatal supervision, as
a considerable number of these deaths may have been prevented.

Deaths from Measles (all ages)  .................. 1
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ...... 13
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years) ... 6
Deaths from Diphtheria (all ages) ............... 1
Deaths from Influenza TR SRR G e T
Deaths from Pulmonary Tubereulosis ... 22
Deaths from other forms of Tuberculosis ...... 10
Deaths from Malignant Disease ............... 18
Deaths from Pneumonis ..oocivevsvairesiios 29

The number of deaths from Tuberculosis (total 32) is greater
than that of last year, 20, and 16 in 1923.

There is no inereass in the number of deaths from eancer.



The details of the causes of death are shown in the table
attached.

NCTIFIABLE DISEASES DURING THE YEAR.

Admitted Nursed
Total to Hospital. at Home.

Diphtheria G G —_
Scarlet Fever 33 29 4
Pneumonia 11 — -
Erysipelas s 5 — —
Typhoid Fever 4 2 —
Puerperal Fever ... 2 —_ —

Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 —

AGE AND SEX !INCIDENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Age period, Diphtheria. Scarlet Fever. Pneumonia, Erysipelas. Typhoid Fever.

M. F. 1, [N M. F. M. F M. FE.

0

| 1

2 1 2 1

3 1 1 1

i b 1

5 1 2 1 1
10 o b 1 1
15 1 ' 5 1 1 I
25 1 1 2 1
35 1 1 1
45 1 | 1 1



TUBERCULQOSIS. New Cases.

Age Period. Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary,

' M. F. M. F.

0

1 1

5 2 |

10 4 G ]

15 3 4 1

20 A a3 1

25 0 6

35 3

45 2 1

55 |

TUBERCULGSIS (DEATHS).

Age Period, Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary .

M. F. M. F.

0 1

1 1

5 1 © 2

10 1

i5 AR

25 3 1 I

45 2 1 I

45 1

55 2

35

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.

[.-—Tuberculosis.
Contrelled by County Counecil (Public Health Committee).

Beds Available.
Men Women

Middleton-in-Wharfedale Sanatorium e s —_—
Cardigan Sanatorium, near Wakefield e e 50
Mitchell Memorial Home, Rawdon e 30

Cases of Tuberculosis occurring in the district and notified
are controlled by tha Tuberculosis Officer at Pontefraet, who makes
arrangements for admission to Sanatoria.



{I.—Maternity Hospitals.

The County Council has arrangements with the Wakefield
Corporation for admission to their Maternity Home, with 16 beds,
for patients in the West Riding, and with the Edenfield Private
Maternity Home, Doncaster, with 6 beds. These would be the
most suitable places for patients from this area.

Fees: £3/3/0 per week, plus surgeon’s fee, if necessary.
111.—Children’s Hospitals.
Acute Surgical Cases—Pontefract Infirmary.

Medical Cases—Leeds Infirmary.

IV.—Fever Hospitals.

Pontefract Joint Hospital, accommodation 50 beds. This
serves Pontefract, Knottingley and the Pontefraet Rural Districi
for the isolation of infectious diseases, not ineluding Small Pox.

This has been found to be sufficient.

The haspital i3 situated at Baghill, Pontefract.

V.—Small Pox.

Joint Small Pox Hospital, situated at Sherburn-in-Elmet, and
has accommodation for 25 patienis. It also serves the Tadcaster
Rural District.

V1.—Other.

Surgical Clases to Pontefract Infirmary and Leeds Infirmary.
Medical cases to Leeds Infirmary.

[ consider that the Surgical accommodation is adeyuate and
very good. However, there is a very great need for hospital
accommodation for medical cases. Nearly 20 miles is a very long
way to go for a patient acutely ill with a condition such as
Pneumonia, Acute Bright's Disease, Acute Rheumatism.

[ would point out that there is no accommodation for the
treatment of medical diseases of young babies and children, and
i1 view of the very high infantile mortality I consider the pro-
vigion of one to be urgent.



A cottage hospital run in connection with Knottingley, or
medical wards added to the Pontefract Infirmary would suffice
for both treatment of medical cases and for infants’ and children's
diseases. :

At the present time, patients of the poorer classes have to take
their chance at home and be nursed by relatives and friends in
their own homes under coenditions which do not give the patients
the best chance of recovery.

INSTITUTICNAL PRCVISION FCR UNMARRIED
MCTHERS.

The Haven, Pontefract, supported by voluntary contributions.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRES.
Knottingley, Chapel Street School.

Glass Houghton, St, Paul’s Institute.

SCHOOL CLINICS,
Knottingley, Chapel Street School.
(rlass Houchton, St. Paul’s Institute.
TUBERCULGCSIS DISPENSARY.

Linden Terrace, Pontefract.

TREATMENT CENTRE FOR VENEREAL DISEASES.
(layton Hospital, Wakeficld.

The above are administered by the County Council.

MIDWIVES

practising in the area are under the supervision of the County
Council.

PRCOFESSIONAL NURSING AT HOME.

A Distriet Nurse residing at Whitley Bridge nurses patients
at Whitley Bridge, Kellington, Beal and Birkin. There is also a
Nursa at Darrington and one at Monk Fryston, both serving their
respective localities. All are supported by voluntary contributions.



CHEMICAL WORK.

Pathological and bacteriological examinations are conducted
at the Public Health Laboratory, County Hall, Wakefield, and are
provided and maintained by the County Couneil.

I should like to record the courtesy and valuable help 1 have
received during the past year from Mr. Ledwith.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

J. M. NORMAN.



Pontefract Rural District Council.

29 ROPERGATE,
PONTEFRACT,
21st April, 1926.

To Dr. J. M. Norman, Medical Officer of Health.
SIR,
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1925.

In submitting my Annual Report, as required by the Ministry
vi Health, 1 am taking first the question of population. This is
a matter of some interest and importance, and owing to consider-
able growth since the last census is not so readily estimated as
in, say, pre-war years. As the Registrar General’s estimate and
our own have been at some variance lately, 1 think it is worth
while to explain how I arrive at my estimation, which is 25,000.

I have gone carefully into the number of inmates of all houses
inspected in 1925, and find the average number per house was
4.9. This included a good proportion of small agricultural ecot-
tages with small numbers, some as low as one or two inmates.
The large families, and the houses occupied by more than one
family, are found chiefly amongst the industrial population, and
as the greater part of our population is now industrial, 1 consider
it reasonable to assume that the average number per house for the
istriet 1s 5. )

At the end of the year there were in the District 5,045 houses.
Tak n at 53 per house the population was 25,225, Therefore 1 con-
sider 25,000 as a reasonahble figure for the average population for
the year,



NUISANCES.

Inspections, routine and as a result of complaints, during the
year numbered 654. No nuisance was found in 14 cases. With 17
cases outstanding from the previous year, this made 657 cases to
deal with in 1925.

Number to be dealt with  ....oovvrirrirnnnnnnnn 657

Informal action taken in 640 cases.

Nuisances abated as a result  ......ooeeeennnns 636
21

mtatatary - Nobloe 0 o st ns 1

Outstanding at end of year  ........c.ocoeeeenennns 20

(Cases relating to defects in connection with houses numbered 501.

Choked drains have been the most common cause of nuisance.
L]

HOUSING.

2556 Houses were inspected and recorded under the Housing
Regulations 1910, and some 30 others inspected under the Public
Health Acts (in addition te those mentioned under Nuisances).

Of the 255 houses mentioned 96 were found satisfactory, 11
unfit, 89 not in all respects recasonably fit, and 49 with minor
defects.

In cases of defective houses the owners have been approached
with a view to necessary improvements.

Statutory notice was found necessary in three cases, two cases
being complied with and the other unexpired at the end of the
year.

The number of Houses not reasonably fit, repaired was 61

1 i ., with minor defeects, o 58
Others have also been part repaired but were not completed .

As regards “‘unfit’” houses, 11 more were added to the list.
During the year, two were formally closed, 1 was made fit, and 1
repaired sufficiently to remove it fromi this category for a time.
Some 12 others under this heading have also had the benefit of
geme repairs which should help them on until something more
drastic can be done.



The bulk of the additional unfit houses, and many of the more
seriously defective ones were found in a special survey of Beal.
With regard to these the Committee have been at some pains
directly to induce the owners to carry out repairs and improve-
mens, which it is hoped will bear some 1ruit this year.

It is a difficult situation, however, as the class of property
does noti lend itself too readily to the desired improvements, and
the finaneial aspeet is a particularly acute problem.

The difficulty alse still exists of getting this class of work
done on account of the continued scarcity of suitable labour.

The Council completed a scheme of 20 houses during the year,
and at the close of tha year another scheme of 38 had been com-
menced.  Private enterprise was responsible for 65, the whole
total for the ycar being 85. The bulk of these are naturally in
the industrial area, though there is a sprinkling throughout the
Distriet. The number promises to be well eclipsed in 1926.

A raduction by two was oceasioned by the making of twe
houses into house and shop in two cases.

It is regrettable to note that cases of vermin had to be dealt
with en the Council’'s Housing Estates.

SCAVENGING.

Inspections in connection with this subject amounted to 180.
The work done directly (Glass Houghton) has improved during
the last year or two, and complaints are few.

The large contract at Airedale has worked very smoothly on
the whaole, and well illustrates the advantage of uniform conve-
nient type of refuse receptacle and acecess.

At Brotherton a change of econtractors took place to the benefit
¢l the work, as this under the old contractor was becoming a source
of trouble and complaint.

At Carleton there was also a change, the new contractor re-
quiring more watching than the old one, under whom the work
went cn well,

At Fairburn the same contractor carries on, after inducement,
and the work has been rather beiter done.



Ferrybridge and Fryston have had a change o1 contractors, the

work at the former going on about the same, and at Fryston being
more variable,

With the work done by the smaller contractors a certain amount
of complaint seems to persist. Contractors are not keen enough
in finding out places which require attention. They are usually
prompt enough in attending on my request, in which cases some-
times the attention ought already to have been given.

I am afraid the only way to obviate this would be to have the
work done directly, which might be possible by grouping villages
together anu having a suitable staff. The varying types, access
and other conditions would make a regular routine somewhat dif-
ficult no doubt, and the cost would be greater. But the result
would possibly be justified.

At Ferrybridge the difficulty of refuse disposal is becoming
acute, and thiz question may have to be faced in the very near
future,

In the District we are faced with the apparently general diffi-
culty of the combustible matter, the burning of as much as possible
of which by the houscholders would do so much to reduce the
amount of refuse to be removed, and therefere tue cost; and even
more to promote a more sanitary and tidy eondition of dwelling
arcas, tips, ete. But householders generally do net ®2ll in”" with
this anything like as much as they reasonably could and should.

Nine privies were converted to W.Cs., which, with those for
new houses, brings the number in the Distriet up to 2,421. Other
types of closet number 2,146, Dust bins now number some 2,320,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Excluding Tuberculosis, there has again becn an appreciabie
decrease in the number of cases requiring disinfeetion, such cases
during the year numbering 44. Anything of note or interest in
connection with the cases has been brought to your notice at once.

In connection with Tuberenlosis, rather more cases have been
dizinfected, the number being 68. New pulmonary cases notified
have also been visited as customary. When arrangements are being
made for Sanatorium treatment, the County Medical Officer usually
desires a report on the home cireumstances, and 63 of these were
made during the year. Some 59 patients were admitted to
sanatoria from this District.



The erection of the large number of houses at Airedale has been
justified, both as to the provision of houses and as to the site.
Many people suffering from Tuberculosis are now residing there,
having been advised to go there by their medical attendant on
account of their complaint. It is to be hoped that all concerned
and interested in the matter will note the bearing this has on the
figures relating to cases of Tuberculosis in the Distriet.

It was deemed necessary to close only one school on aceount of
epidemie sickness, and this was for Measles.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

A new slaughter house licence issued during the year brought
the total number on the Register to 15. The licence mentioned was
in respeet of premises which had been previously used and licensed,
but which had fallen inte disuse during the war.

Three Slaughterhouses were repaired or improved. This
brought all the slaughterhouses into a satisfactory struetural con
dition, and the eleanliness and conduet of business has also been

satisfactory.

Eighty-five inspections were made. Visits are made as much
ns possible at the time of slaughter, and this has been facilitated
hy notices under the Meat Regulations.

Three carcases and organs were found unfit for food on account
ot Tuberculosis and were surrendered for destruction. In one
cago the butcher considered the matter so unjust that he said he
would kill no more of his own meat in the place, and has since

bought his supply wholesale.

PUBLIC HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924

These eame into foree on the 1st April. Under them 19 notices
of regular slanghter were received.

With regard te cccasional slanghter, 39 notices were received
in respect of slaughter not at slaughterhouses, and one case was
found in which notice had not been given. 38 cases were visited.
A number of notices were also received in respect of slanghtering
outsida regular times at licensed premiszes.

The cases of slaughtering away from licensed premises in-
volved 47 pigs and 5 beasts. [t is rather interesting, and I think
almost remarkable, to note that all the pigs were quite sound.



As to the beasts, one was found unfit, and surrendered, on
account of Septic Metritis. One other was so emaciated and the
circumstances were so suspicious (this was the case in which notlice
had not been given) that it was mutually arranged that the car-
case should be sent to a knacker’s yard. In this case in which
notice was not given, legal proceedings were taken and the respon-
sible persons were convicted and fined.

There has been an improvement as regards vehicles hawking
meat, a better type of wvehicle having been adopted by certain
visiting hawkers.

In shops 1 have had occasion to take 1 gquarter of beef and 1
carcase of mutton which were unfit for human food.

The total of unsound food surrendered during the year was:—

4 Carcases and organs of beef.
1 Hind quarter of beef.
1 Carcase of mutton.

7 Stone ef potatoes,

DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS.

The number of cowkeepers on our Register at the end of the
vear was 44. Two or three had dropped out during the year. 18
are also retailers.

An endeavour has been made to make more regular inspections
of the premises, but it is not possible to make them as frequent as
desirable.

The cowsheds vary considerably in structure, are mostly of a
fair standard, and all meet legal requirements, which, in the light
of present-day competent thought, are not of a high order. Clean-
liness of sheds has been quite reasonble 1n most cases, taking into
account the type of sheds. In a few cases it has been ecessary (o
request better attention. In a few cases also I have had to ask
for the cows to be kept in a cleaner condition.

Number of inspections  ............c..cee. g
Notices 2erved.  iiiiiivciiieiciiicisnissenes 11

OntstandiBg .ciorreersccssisiesnsansais i



There are 35 Registered Retailers. Practically all retail trade
1= done by delivery rounds, the milk being taken direct from the
producers to the consumers.

I am submitting tabulated forms, which I think cover all

phases of the work. 1f you wish the information supplemented
in any way | shall be pleased to do what 1 can to meet your wishes.

1 am,
Yours respectfully,
GORDON LEDWITH,

Sanitary Inspector.



TABLE M. 13.

Causes of Death in the Pontefract Rural District, 1925.

Causes of Death

Males | Females

e | —

ALL CAUSES ( Civilians only ) | 148
1 Enteric Fever ; |
2 Small-pox ...
3 Measles o aad|
4 Scarlet Fever A
5 Whooping Cough 6
6 [iphtheria 1
7 Influenza 3
8 Encephalitis L—s:th.u;..lc;t
9 Meningococcal Meningitis .
10 Tuberculosis of respiratory systcm se 12
11  Other Tuberculous diseases - 4
12 Cancer, Malignant disease = 10
13 Rheumatic Fever -
14 Diabetes - 1
15 Cerebral Hemorrhage, &e. | 4
16 Heart Disease | 8
17  Arterio-sclerosis A <
18 Bronchitis [ 12
19 Pneumonia (all forms) .| 20
20  Other respiratory diseases 2
21 Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum ... 1
22 Diarrheea, &c. (under 2 years) 3
23 Appendicitis and Typhlitis ' |
24 Cirrhosis of Liver
25 Acute and chronic Nl.':plll:ltl:-'ﬂ 4
26 Puerperal Sepsis
27 Other accidents and diseases of preglmncv
and parturition : |
28 Congenital debility and malformation |
premature birth < 14
29 Suicide o 1
30 Other Deaths from ‘r"lnlenc:e i 11
31 Other defined diseases .| 28
32 Causes ill-defined or unknown
Special Causes (including abov L]I
Poliomyelitis ll
Polioencephalitis !I
Deaths of Infants under 1 year Total 41
Illegitimate - 2
Total Births e ‘ 371
Legitimate | 381
Ilegitimate ... . ‘ 10
Population 21,600,

106

320

297
23
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Statement of notifications of Infectious
Diseases received during the year 1925.

| No. of Cases | No. of Cases

Disease. Notified. | removed to
Hospital.
= | e

Small-pox 0 _ 0
Searlet Fever I 33 29
Diphtheria ineluding Mem. Croup 6 G
Enteric Fever .

Typhoid 3 | 0

Paratyphoid 0 ‘ : 0
Pneumonia | 11 ' 0
Puerperal Fever ‘ 2 0
Cerebro-Spinal Fever | 0 0
Acute Poliomyelitis | 0 ‘ 0
Acute Polio-encephalitis | 0 | 0
Encephalitis Lethargica ‘ 0 | 0
Typhus Fever | 0 0
Relapsing Fever 0 0
Continned Fever 0 | 0
Trench Iever ‘ 0 0
Dysentery | 0 ’ 0
Ophthalmia Neonatorum | 1 ()
Erysipelas | 5 . 0
Respiratory Tuberculosis 63 | 0

Other Forms of Tuberculosis : b 0



HOUSING.

Year ended 31st December, 1925,

No. of houses erected during the year :—

(a) Total 85.

(b) With State assistance nnder the Housing Acts, 1919 or
1923 :

(i) By the Loeal Authority—20.
(1) By other bodies or persons—4%.
1. Unfit Dwellinghouses.

Inspection.—

(1) Total Number of dwellinghouses inspected for honging
defects (nnder Public Health or Housing Acts)—786.

(2) Number of dwellinghouses which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing (Inspection of Distriet) Regulations,
1910—255.

(8) Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habit-
ation—11.

(4) Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those referred to
under the previous sub-heading) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation—178.

2. Remedy of defects without service of formal notices.

Number of defective dwellinghonses rendered fit in consequence
of inforinal action by the Loeal Authority or their Officers
14,

8. Action under Statutory Powers :—

A. Proeeedings under Section 8 of the Housing Aet, 1925 :—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices

were served requiring repairs—3.



I5.

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit (a)
by owners—2; (b) by Local Authority in default of
owners- 0.

(3) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which closing
orders became operative in pursuance of declarations by
owners of intention to close—A0.

Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—

(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defeets to be remedied —0.

(2) Nomber of dwellinghouses in which defects were
remedied :

(a) by owners—0.
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners—0.

Proceedings under sections 11, 14 and 15 of the Housing
Act, 1925 :

(1) Number of representations made with a view to the
making of closing orders—2.

(2) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which closing
orders were made—2.

(8) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which closing
orders were determined, the dwellinghouses having
been rendered fit—0.

(4) Number of dwellinghouses in respeet of which Demolition
Orders were made—0.

(5) Number of dwellinghouses demolished in pursnance of
Demolition Orders—O0.



Table D.

Summary of Housing Work during 1925.

Table showing action under Sections 17, and 18 of the Huusmg. Town Planning, etc.,

Act, 1908, Section 28 of the 1919 Act,

Section 10 of the 1923 Act, Sections 3, 8, 11,

14, 15, of the Housing Act, 1925, and the Housing (Inspection of Dist rict) Efgulatmns
dated September 2nd, 1910, or matters arising therefrom,

. Col. Nos.
Houses not reasonably fit for habitation. Section 28| 1 38
Houses with defects 1919 ; Section 10, 1923,
“mq‘.i.':gmﬁffﬁf at !'{uu::t;'h_“l_til minor defects. (Public Health Acts). : 2| 3l
Huu-.-:v. tutall} unfit. [bu,tmns 17 and 18) 1909, 3 38
“"Housing defects™ in 5 uG
1925 under Acts and| ) Houses found satnsf:acmr}r on inspection. D. 2
Regulations. H:JUHLH nLedlng further action. 2 if 6 | 159
Houses found with defects. 71 99
Houses of this class remedied without formai notice. i 59
Houses not reasonably Houses in ﬂ:gﬂrd to which formal notices were served. 9, 8
fit. Action under Sec- - D o 110
tion 23, 1919: Section| IOUSES r?‘:m!c fit after fﬂrm‘al notice. . __ 2
10 of 1924 and Section| Houses in mspcct of which the Council executed or 11| —
1, 1925, were executing work in default of owner. | L
Houses in regard to which owner elected to close house ol e
_I_Efi_tfj_tj_ of cnmplvmg with notices. =5
Action under P HTAﬂ; Houses with {ltfﬂtt‘a o Ej AR
::;f:_‘;ﬁ';{:m”n’;‘;lih Houses !‘_L_l'_ﬂu.lled v.lthﬂut »-.Ll“qru.‘_l.__l_:r!_i_'_{:u mzll nntlu.,._____l 14} 58
ediable under Section| Houses in regard to w hu.h formal notices were served. 13‘ —
28, 1919: Section 10 of =N
1923: & Section 1. 1925. Houses made satifactory after formal notice. !E_ =+
FE T Hnum’:q found to be totally unfit. i .__l? o 2 N
Houses closed Vl]lulltil.ul} [ P
Unfit houses remedied without formal notice. |19 2
LU Houses represented to Council for closing orders. 20 i_ 2
y L Houses in respect of which L]tmlng orders were made. ;__2_1_5_ 2
Action uner sy ™% Houses closed after service of closing order. i 2‘3' T
SW“*""T;L%“- 14 of Hﬂuscs made fit and closing order determined by Council.| fom
G H{]Hq.f."-’. demolished voluntarily. '3"'-1_ ==
Houses for which demolition orders were made by Council| ==
L ~Houses demolished compulsorily. |2'I3 i
- Appeals against notices under Section 28, 1919, or 2? =
E:LLtmn IU__IE'?_'F or Scumn >, l{-}’:l [ S
i l Appr_dlq :11_,‘1|n'a.t Lll}'-nﬂ;._ orders under Section 17, 1909, 28 —
ppeals. el
Appeals under Section 17 (6) 1909, or Section 11 {E} =
1925, refusal to determine closing orders.
) Appeals against dumnlltmn orders Section 18, 1909, | 30 |
| Houses nol:_rcil_ﬂ..mmhl} fit for |hlbltdtll.lﬂ."_5“l;:|..'.ll:ll; .:!-S-, 31| 76
1919 ‘ieclmn 10 1923 ;: Section 1, 1925, | A
Houses with defects Houses with minor defects. (Public | H-.‘:Ftlth AEH} 32| 22
not disposed of at end 17
of 14925, Houses totally unfit. I;hu.tu}nq 17 and 18 I‘w]'l'!‘fl Sec Ilt:ll'l'ﬁ. 33

o, 11, 14, 1925.



Other Action in regard to Housing.

Total number of houses in district—5,045.
Number of working-class houses—4,439,

(General standard compared with that of the Ministry of health in
Manual Vol. I., 1919—Lower in agrienltural areas and old
property. llsewhere favourable.

Obstructive Buildings.—Any building represented by M.O.H. under See.
88 (1) of 1890, or Sec. 19, 1925 Act 2—No.

Any building represented by Local Government IElectors under Sec.
38 (2) of 1890 Act, or by a Justice of Peace, Parish Couneil, or 4
Government Eleetors under Section 10, 1925 Aet ? No.

Unhealthy Areas.—Any representations under part I. or II. of the 1890
or part II. of 1925 Act ? No.

Re-construction Sehemes. —Have [ A, directed any to be prepared under
Sec. 39 of 1890 Act or part II. of the 1925 Aet ? No.

Conversion of Houses.—Any houses acquired for division into separate
tenements, under the 1919 Aect or of closed houses under Section
4, 1925 Act ? No.

Penalty on ve-letting howses ordered to be elosed.——Any action under See.
12 of 1925 Act ? No.

Unfit Houses.—Any complaints by Local Government Electors under
Section 31 of 1890 Act as amended by the 1923 Act or Section
10, 1925 ? No.

Untit Houses.- Any eomplaints by Parish Counecils under Section 6 (2)
of Local Government Act, 1894 2 No.

Any action under Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, 1899 to 1923 ?
No.

Any searcity of houses ? If so, where ? Glass Houghton, Ferry
Fryston, Brotherton and in small degree thronghout Distriet.

Any overcrowding in houses, and where ? Glass Houghton, Ferry
Fryston (mostly as regards 2 families per house) and other
scatiered cases.

Any special activity in house building, and_whcre ? Glass Houghton,
Carleton, also at Brotherton by Couneil.

Any regulations made in respect of underground sleeping rooms under
Section 17 (7) 1909 Act, or under Section 18, 1925 Act ? No.



Total number of houses built in the district under

state-aided and all conditions in 1925.

(@) Working Class dwellings—81. (4) Other—4.

State-aided Housing Schemes.

A.

C.

Scheme vwnder 1919 Aet.

Number of houses erected in 1925. (1} By Council—None.
(2) By Private Builders’ Subsidy—None.

Scheme under 1928 Aect.
Have Couneil propounded a scheme under this Aet ? In 1924,

Has a scheme been submitted to the Ministry of Health for their
approval ? Yes, Has it been approved ? Yes.

If scheme is approved, please enclose partieulars of same—
20 non-parlour houses at Brotherton.

Is assistance given to private individnals ? (a) By lump sum—
Yes. If so, how much, £100.

Number of houses completed by Loeal Authority under this
Act in 1925—20.

Number of houses completed by Private Persons under this
Aet in 1925 —49.

Scheme under 1924 Aet.

Number of houses specifically approved by Ministry— 38.

Number of houses eompleted under special conditions—None.

Number of houses purchased with approval of Ministry—None.

Total Number of houses provided under all state-aided schemes

in 1925—69,



Town Planning.

Have Couneil joined a Regional Town Planning Committee in 1925 ?
No.

Have Council passed a resolution in 1925 deciding to prepare a
scheme ?  No.

Any scheme contemplated ? No.
Have Conneil propounded a scheme in 1925 2 No.

Has a scheme been finally approved by the Ministry of Health in
1925 ? No.

Has a scheme been submitted to the Ministry of Health in 1925 ? No.
Has a preliminary statement been prepared and submitted to the

Ministry for approval in 1925 ? No.

Name and Address of Officer designated to malke inspections under
Article II. of Housing (Inspection of Distriet) Regulations, 1910—
Gordon Ledwith, 29, Ropergate, Pontefract.



TABLE C., Year 1925.

Pontefract Rural Sanitary District.

Nuisance Inspections.
Total No. of Inspections made in 1925, for Nuisances only—654.
Nuisances reported in 1925—640. } Total needing abatement—657.

Abated during 1925 — 637.

Outstanding end of 1925— 20,

Nuisances in hand, end of 1924 —17.

Notices served, Informal—640. Complied with--G36.
¥ 23 Hl:l“”'”r,‘_fr_ 1. 13 58 —1.
Total number of Summonses or other legal procecdings—

Filthy Houses, Cleansing of —

{Total No. II,-c‘g.ifll o
Regulated Buildings. | No. in No.on |oflnspec.| - . . - ‘e A
Trades, &c. | District. | Register.| tions | ©eneralCondition. | ccedings
| made. | Gif any).
Common Lodging Houses| 1 1 () Satisfactory

Houses let in Liodgings ...

[
|
‘ {One ::nnItrm-er;lil:rrl as
1 » - to marking of hoat,
Canal Boats 4 OibEiie:
‘ satisfactory
|
[

Knackers Yards 1 ] 11 Satisfactory
Tents, Vans and Sheds ...

Satisfactory. |
Offensive Trades 2 | @9 Artificial

{ Please specify kind. )

‘ Manure

Have the Council declared any other processes to be offensive
trades 2 No.




Drainage and Sewerage.

Developments during 1925—Extentions at Brotherton, Beal, Airedale,
Glass Houghton. Improvements at Poole and Beal.

Developments still needed as to («) Want of Sewers—

(6) Improvement of defective sewers,
(Glass Houghton, Monk Fryston, Beal, Poole and Hillam.

Sewage Disposal Works (a) Any inadequacy—Glass Houghton.
Contraet let for new works and sewers.

(%) Any complaints—

Any sink wastes still needing disconnection ? No.

Closet Accommodation.
No. of Privies with open middens—Very few.
. Pail or Tub Closeta—49.
,»  Privies with covered middens—2,146,
w  wWater Closets—2,421].
Waste-water Closets—7,
No. of Privies re-constructed during 1925—(a) as w.e.’s—89.

(#) other
No. of additional Closets provided for old property in 1925 —
(@) w.c.'s (4) other
No. of Closets constructed in 1925 for new houses (a) w.e.'s—84.

(b) other—8.
Scavenging.
Any change during 1925 ? No,

Performed by (a) Council—Glass Houghton. (4) Contractor—
Brotherton, Carleton, Eggboro’ (part), Fairburn and Ferry Fryston.

(¢) Owners or Occupiers— Hemainder of District.



How iz refuse disposed of ? No. of loads to («) Destruetor— None.
(&) Tips, 5,995. (¢) Farmers, 8937.
Total annual cost £1,727.
Is there any inadequacy, and where ? Beal (matter being dealt with)

Any utilization of waste material 2 If so, what ? None apart from
that used by farmers as tillage.

Water Supply.

Any developments during 1925 ? Extentions of mains, Glass Hough-
ton, Brotherton, negotiations for supply to Kellington.

Restricted in any way ? No.
Any general insufficiency, and where 2 Kellington.

Any action in regard to unsatisfactory quality, and where 2 Wells af
Beal, Fast Hardwick and Balne. Defects remedied making
water satifactory.

Any new sources added ?  Only new wells at Dalne, East Hardwick
and Hensall.

Any disused sources re-used ? No.

Milk Supply.

Are Two Registers being kept as required by Seetion 2 (3) of the 1922
Milk and Dairies Amendment Act.

(a) For Retailers, Yes. () For Cow-keepers or Wholesale
Traders, Yes.

Have any Licences been granted under the Milk and Dairies {Amend-
ment) Aet, 1922, to distributors of :—

“Certified” milk—No. “Oreade AV'—No. Clirade A
(Tuberculin Tested),—No. “Grade A (Pasteurised)”—No.
“Pasteurised’” —-No.

Have you had samples of Graded Milk tested.

Have any Retailers been removed from the register 2 No.



No. of samples taken by Officers of 5.A. for analysis under F. & D.
Acts, None.

No. of samples taken by Officers of S.A. for bacteriological examina-
tion, None.

What arrangement for periodical Veterinary Inspection of dairy
cows ? None,

Any instance of disease attributed to milk in 1925 ?  No.
No. of Milk Cows kept in District, 320.

No. of Cowkeepers in distriet produecing and selling milk, 44.
No. Registered, 44.

No. of Retail Milk Sellers who are also Cowkeepers, 18. No. who are
Milk Retailers only, 17. Total No. of Retail Milk Sellers
Remstered, 85,

Total No. of Cowsheds, 44. Total No. of Inspections in
1925 :  Cowkeepers, 166. Retailers

Date of Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Regulations ? 28 June,
1906, Any Legal Action ?  No,

Any Inspection or other action by Distriets to which Milk is sent ? No.

Other Foods.

No. of samples (other than Milk) taken by Officer of S.A. for
examination under the Food and Drugs Acts in 1925

Any special examination of Milk for Dirt ? No.

No. of seizures of unsound food, 7. Kind and quantity, 4 Carcases

and Organs Beef, 1 Hindguarter Beef, Carcase Mutton, 7 Stones
Potatoes.

No. of Prosecutions, None.

Any Public Abattoir 2 No. What accommodation ?
No. of Slanghterhouses, 15. No. Licenced, 15.
Unsatisfactory, structurally, or in bad position ? None.
No. of times each Slanghterhouse Inspected ?

Total Inspections, 85.



No. of Prosecutions («) Food and Drugs, None. (4) Unsound Food
None. (¢) re Slaughter Houses, None.

No. of Bakehouses, 6. Any underground ? No.  Total No. of
Inspections, 13.

Schools.

No. of Behools in distriet, 17, plus extra temporary accommodation in
4 cases.
No. visited by M.O.H., 4. Schools elosed by M.O.H., 1.

Factories and Workshops.

No. of Bmoke observations taken, None. No. of Cautions, None.
Legal Notiees, None. Summonses, None.

No. of Workshops, 7. No. of times each Workshop inspected
Total inspections, 13.

Any Industrial Welfare Workers appointed ? No.

Adoptive Acts.

Acts adopted during 1925 ( Please state parts or sections)

Infections Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890. Not adopted.

Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1890. Part 3, as far as applie-

able to Rural Districts.

Public Health Acts (Amended) Act, 1907. Sections 15, 16, 20, 23,
25, 80, 38, 85, 88, 89, 40, 41, 42, 48, 44, 50.

Private Street Works Act, 1892. Not in force.

Publiec Health Aet, 1925. Not in foree.

Any Urban Powers obtained in 1925 ? No.

Byelaws and Regulations in force in District.
Subject Date of Approval
Cleansing of Footways and Pavements
Seavenging
Prevention of Nuisances



Subject Date ot Approval
Common Lodging Houses

New Buildings e 27 April, 1907
Alteration of Buildings
Slaughter Houses ... 7 Sept., 1912

Baths and Wash-Houses

Houses let in Lodgings

Cemeteries

Mortuaries

Offensive Trades

Tents, Vans and Sheds 4 Nov., 1911

Any relaxation of DBye-laws under Section 24 of Housing and Town
Planning Act, 1919 ? No.

Infectious and other Diseases.

Diseases specially prevalent in 1925 ?  Searlet Fever, Diptheria.
State months, Scarlet every month, Diptheria mostly February
and March.

Any diseases specially added to notifiable list ? None.
Any influences threatening the health of the distriet ? None.
Any undue prevalence of Venereal Diseases ? No.

Any prevalence of Jaundice, and at what ages ? No.

Hospitals and other Institutions.
() General : Accident General Infirmary, Pontefract.
Children Do do.
() Loeal :  Hospital, Cottage
Infections, General Joint Isolation Hospital,
Jaghill, Pontefract.

Smallpox  Joint Smallpox Hospital,
Sherburn.
(d) Maternity Nil.

Any arrangements for nursing Puoerperal Fever eases ?  Nil.



(¢) Clinie and Treatment Centre not provided by County Couneil
Scheme, None.

Whether any other disease (e.g. Pnenmonia) is treated in Infections
Diseases Hospital. No.

Any change or extension of («) General Infectious Hospital, No.

(#) Smallpox Hospital, No.

Tuberculosis.

Inspection of patient’s home and Workshop, Home visited in pulmon-
Ary cases.

Is house disinfected. Yes, When ?  On removal of patient.

Leaflets, Lectures, ete., distributed, Leaflets in notified pulmonary
cases.

Action re spitting, Warning and advice given.

Any special procedure adopted in cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis
with T.B. in sputum ? Left to Tuberculosis Dispensary.

Are the requirements of Tuberculosis Reculations as to notifieation
=t
observed by general practitioners ?  Yes, in general. Execept-
1018 oceur.

Infant Mortality.

Any voluntary Centres for Child or Mother Welfare ?

Canses of any excessive Infant Mortality in 1925. Congenital
debility and premature birth.

Supply of Milk to Mothers and Infants. Any action ? No.

Vital Statistics.
Births during 1925 Males 371 Females 320 Total 691
No. illegitimate included in above 10 Males, 23 Females

Deaths during 1925 Gross Deaths, i.e., Total actually registered in
the Distriet without any correction

Nett Deaths on which the rates are ealenlated Males (148

Females [ 106



Mortuaries.

What accommodation (a) for accidents, None. One projected for
Glass Houghton. (4) for infectious cases other than at
Hospital None. (¢) for other purposes, None.

Sanitary Staff.

What is the present Annual Salary of the M.O.H. ? £120 per annum.
Name of Sanitary Inspector. Gordon Ledwith.
Annual Salary as Inspector, £300 inclusive of Travelling expenses.

Other appointments held, Housing Inspector, Canal Boats Inspector,
Officer under Meat Regulations.

Balary for such other appoinments. Inclusive.
Any Assistants ? No.
Is Staft sufficient ?

Does M.O.H. receive copies of Memos. and Circulars distributed by
Ministry of Health? Yes.

Clinics. Any suggestions—

(@) Tuberculosis.

(0) Venereal Diseases—How advertised and if in any difficulty in

reachine nearest.

Housing—

pee Table D—but please state No. of Certificates given under Increase
of Bent (Restriction) Aet, 1920, See. 2 (2) None.



Factories, Worksho_ps ‘R Workplaces.

1.— Inspection of Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors or Inspectors of Nuisances.

Number of

Premises. = —
Ingpections. | Writen Notices. | Prosecutions.

i f £ R ] wdes L] % ) (4)
Factories - ] 3 | |

(Ineluding ].‘}L{"t.ﬁ'l}' ]mnndrwq] ! | |
Workshops - 26

(Including Wor kshop Laund ries) .
Workplaces : |

(Other than [}lit.w:lrlxurh pwmlwa] I ‘

: e -
Total ; 20 '

—Defects found in Factories,

Workshops and Workplaces.

Particulars,

(1

Nuisances wieeler the Pablie Health Adets
Want of cleanliness

Want of ventilation

Overcrowding

Want of drainage of floors ...

Other nuisances

[ imsutlicient
Sanitary

. Junsuitable or defective
accommodation

| not separate for sexes
f}l.l'f}!;un_-.v.-; winder the Factory o Workshop Adets

Illegal oecupation of underground bake-
house (s. 101)

Total

- Number
| IReferred ta| of ll"l‘l:n-'u.'-
Fouml. Remedied. H.M. cutions.
Inspector.
() @ | W (5}
|
| |
‘ [
[
|
|
1 1 !
- | SRS [R—
S A

Mumber of Defects,

(Signed)

May 8th, 1926.

J. M. NORMAN,

Medical Officer of Health.



PONTEFRACT RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

CANAL BOATS.

Report to Ministry of Health for year 1925.

Nine boats were inspected during the year.

One only was found to be contravening the
Regulations and this was in respect of the marking

of the boat.

Notice was served in this case, but the time

specified had not expired at the end of the year.

Two cases of contravention outstanding at the
end of last vear were satisfactory disposed of in the

early part of this year.

GORDON LEDWITH,

Canal Boats Inspector.
January 21st, 1926.












