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1, MiLveErTOoN HiILL,
LEAMINGTON SPA,
July, 1945.

To the Rughy Rural Distriet Council.

MRr. CHAIRMAN, MRS. FAIRHOLME, AND GENTLEMEN,
Herewith the Report for 1944, and it is of special personal
interest to me as 1t marks the completion of 25 vears in vour

Service,

As instructed by the Ministry of Health, the Report
is only a short statement of fact. For the first time for
several years, statistics can be printed in connection with
population, etc. ; it is to be hoped that in the future it will
be possible to give further details when printing, paper, etc.,
are more available.

With many thanks for much kindness on the part of
the members of the Council and my colleagues.

[ am, Madam and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

H. GIBBONS WARD,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Rugby Rural District.

A. EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Population (estimated) Mid-year, 1944 . 17,200
Birth Rate 20.6
Still Births—IRate per 1,000 total births 30
Death Rate 12.2
Deaths from Diseases and ! From Sepsis ==

" Accidents of Pregnancy and ' ,,  other causes 10

Child-birth

iteath Rate of Infunts under 1 vear of age :—
All Infants per 1,000 live births ... 28

l.egitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate live births B 1]

Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live
births ... e

Dreath from Measles (all ages) -
o 2k Whooping Cough (all azes) -
Diarrhoea (under 2 years ot age; =

Population.—Reference to Table I1. will show that there
has been an increase in population of 1,720 since 1938, but a
decrease of 620 from the figure in 1941, when there were many
people evacuated to the District.

Birth- Rate.—1In 1944 the figure of 20.6 per 1,000 of the
population® was the highest for many vears, and compares
favourably with that for England and Wales, viz., 17.6.

Death- Rale.—The rate of 12.2 per 1,000 was slightly
above that for England and Wales, viz., 11.6.

Infant Mortality.—28 per 1,000 births, is well below the
figure for the whole country, viz., 46.

B. GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN
THE DISTRICT.

1.  Public Health Officers.
Chief Sanitary Inspector :

L. R. Nurting, Cert. SIB.,, ARSanlI., MSIA.,
Certificates of the R.S.1. for Meat and Other Foods
Inspection, and also for Smoke Inspection.

Additional Sanitary Inspector :

Vacant since the 7th January, 1943,
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Clerk :
P. G. ALLISON, on Service,
J. M. BoswgLL, on Service.
Temporary Clerk—Mrs. G. A. NUTTING.

Surveyor :

D. G. McVinnig, M.I.M. & Cy.E.
Assistant :

H. Bonsor, M.I.M. & Cy.E.
Public Analysis :

Bostock Hite & Rigsy, Birmingham
Medical Officer of Health :

H. GiseoNs Warp, M.D., D.P.H.

3.  Laboratory Facilities.—Bacteriological examinations
by Birmingham University :—

Positive. Negative, Total.
*Diphtherta ... & 62 67
Enteric Fever... — —
Tuberculosis ... — §] b
73

* These numbers include swabs from the Joint Isolation Hospital
at Harborough Magna.

C. SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.
1. (i) WaTter SveeLy.—During 1944, 30 samples were
taken from well supplies in the district ; 25 were chemically
examined and 5 bacteriologically examined. The results
were as follows :—
7 samples were classified as Safe for drinking.

Ii:" ¥ ny L ] [.?nﬁﬂrf' T
b » " . Suspicious
I ,  Was b Dangerous.

In the course of the year 33 houses were connected to the
water mains.

(1) Has WATER SUPPLY BEEN SATISFACTORY IN (a)
Quarity, (b) 1x QUANTITY.—ASs regards (a) the above results
show the :;u.lllt\ to be satisfactory at only a few supplies,
and [ feel sure that more sampling would have emphasised
the need for mains extensions to every parish in the district.

(1) There were complaints from parts only of 3 parishes,
namely, Newton, Sawbridge and Princethorpe. Water was
carted to ‘mmhnudg{, and Princethorpe, whilst the few houses
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affected at Newton could and did obtain water from a parish
pump.  After the war a main will doubtless be taken to
Sawbridge and at Princethorpe a mains supply has just been
completed (April, 1945).

2. WHERE A PIPED SUPPLY, WHETHER BACTERIOLOGI-
CAL EXAMINATIONS WERE MADE FOR (a) Raw WATER, (h)
TREATED WATER. —The piped supplies in this area are obtained
i bulk from the City of Coventry and the Borough of Rughy,
Both these authorities exercise control over their respective
supplies at source and works, and regularly carry out tests
as to purity, etc. These results have been made available for

our inspection.

3. ANY ACTION TAKEN FOR CONTAMINATION.—The two
water undertakers quoted above chlorinate their supplies and
maintain careful check for any contamination ; in addition,
this authority periodically carries our flushing at the ends of
the mains.

4. PaArTIicULARS OF PrROPORTION OF DWELLING HousEs
AND PROPORTION OF POPULATION SUPPLIED BY PUBLIC MAINS
(@) DIREcT TO HoUsEs, (b) BY MEANS OF STAND PIPES.—
(@) Of those parishes that have piped supplies it is estimated
that 75%;, of the houses taking piped supplies have 1t direct
over the sink ; and (b) that 25%, are served by stand pipes.
It should be added that use is still made of wells, etc., even in
those parishes where mains are laid.

There are 23 of the 40 parishes in the district with a mains
supply, and in addition another parish is partly served bv a
mains supply.

1. (ii) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.— l'he same treatment
as previously reported continues at the wvarious disposal
plants. One scheme for sewering the whole of the village of
Clifton-upon-Dunsmore is almost completed, others are down
for attention, and all for post-war attention. There is much
work to be done under this heading, and the Council are
faced with a big task in this alone in the various villages
that require modern and adequate sewage (1i-1|m~';:11 plants.
During the year 144 visits were made to houses in connection

with drainage.

2. (i) RivErs AND STREAMS.—Observations are main-
tained and 102 wvisits were made to such watercourses. lhe
worst case was due to a Forces establishment which seriously
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overloaded the sewage disposal plant and badly polluted a
watercourse that travelled through several farmers’ fields.
Water mains have since been laid in the wvillage, and the
farmers are now independent of the watercourse, which has
also been cleaned out.

3. (ii) CrosET AccoMmoDATION.—This is improved
wherever possible, and 63 visits in connection with such are
recorded during the vear with compliance at 30 premises.

(i) PubrLic CLEANSING.—An extension of the scheme by
direct labour was carried out during the vear as a result of the
mability to obtain a contractor to do the work for the parishes
of Churchover and Wolvey. Shortage of labour and illness of
personnel interfered -r,q:nna:-what on occasions with the collec-
tions. At one time 60%, of the men were away ill. It 1s
difficult to obtain contractors to do this class of work,and
where direct labour is employed it is equally difficult to engage
men for this unattractive work.

D. HOUSING.

Full particulars of the usual table have been compiled
and are being kept for Record purposes.

General Observations.—My remarks under this heading in
the 1943 Report are equally applicable to-day regarding the
shortage of housing accommodation. The need for new houses
is ‘greater than ever, and the Council receive many applica-
tions for houses many of which are cases of real hardship.
Many temporary l'.ru]}dmgq are occupied in the District ;
under Defence Regulations 68AA and Circular 2156 we llt‘EI‘lf.C
for six monthly periods 33 houses.

The Council applied for 500 prefabricated houses and have
been allotted 50 ; the sites are already chosen for them.

A survey is to be made of the working class houses in the
District as a result of the Hobhouse Report.  Whilst I welcome
this it is important to point out that it cannot be.done unless
there is an adequate staff of trained Sanitary Inspectors.
The shortage of Sanitary Inspectors is such that although the
Council have advertised three times for an Assistant no
applications have been forthcoming. 1 am anxious for the
survey to be carried out, but the problem of staff will first
have to be solved,
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Post-War Housing.—The Council have a programme of
house building after the war. In the first year it is hoped
to erect 68 houses, which will include those houses necessary
to complete the outstanding slum clearance programme. In
the ten years following the Council propose to erect 500
houses.

E. INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(a) Milk Supply.—Wherever possible attention is given
to the improvement of the housing of the milch cows, the
methods of clean milk production, and the premises for
cooling and the storage of milk pending collection. During
1944 a total of 283 milk samples were taken ; none of these
included samples for chemical analysis.

Resazurin Test : 200 samples, of which 133 were of good
keeping quality, 45 of moderate keeping quaity, and 22 of
poor keeping quality.

Methylene Blue Reductase Test : 38 samples, of which 25
were satisfactory and 13 unsatisfactory.

Pasteurised Milk, including Phosphatase Test: 36
samples, of which 24 were satisfactory and 12 not so, i.e.,
high count or insufficiently pasteurised.

Biological Test for Tubercle Bacilli : Samples totalled 9,
11 of which were negative.

() Meat Inspection.—Periodical inspections are made of
meatshops, vans and slaughterhouses by your Sanitary
[nspector. ‘-alaughtcrm;.f of cattle for human consumption
is centralised at premises outside your area during the war,
In the past year it has been necessary to condemn 4951bs. of
pork and pork offal, including the whole carcase of one pig,
all due to tuberculous infection. For other reasons the
following were condemned : 80lbs. of cooked ham, 20lbs. of
sausage, 5 tins of chopped pork, 1141bs. of bacon, 1#lbs. beef,
3081bs. of fish, 12 tins of beans, 30lbs. of margarine, 2 tons
15 cwts. of peas, and 32 tins of milk.

Bakehouses.—On the whole all the bakehouses were main-
tained in a reasonably satisfactory condition. Half-yearly
reminders are posted to them re cleansing.
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VI. PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
DISEASE.

Incidence of Commoner Infectious Discases since 1936,

i i ST
= = =5 T 5 i et
g . B g8 s & gR L Ee
ua a 0 == =¥ = [
1987 ... — AT Tee N B e ey
1028 date == h B S age s T s —
1930 ... — 04 . 48 = :
1940 ... — 21 44 Loin o SR
98] v == L 30 % iBE ey
1949 .. — 8 Q7
1943 .. — 3 33—t g 1
9dd .. — 8 19 = Pf .

Reference to Table I11. will give the age distribution of
the cases notified during 1944.

Diphtheria.—There were 6 cases notified, of which 5 were
in adults and 1 in a child; in no case had the patient been
immunised. All cases occurred in close priximity to Coventry.

Diphtheria Immunisation.—The campaign for the im-
munisation of school children commenced in 1941, and up
up to the end of 1944, 1,830 children had been treated in
the schools and 512 either privately or at Infant Welfare
Centres, making a total of 2,342,

Scarlet Fever.—The 19 cases were distributed throughout
the District. Two cases occurred in each of two families.

School Closures.—Nil.
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, TUBERCULOSIS.

NEw CasEs. DEATHS.
Nﬂ'ﬂ- :".:gn-

Pulmonary. Pulmonary. Pulmonary. Pulmonary.
AGE—PERIODS M. F. M. F. M. F, M. F
0 —_— — —_—— e
1 1 — — 2 — — s
5 2 - — e e
15 3 2 —_— S 1 1
25 A R | — 1 — 1 —_ =
36 - ver 2 — — —  [— ERC
45 1 — — 1 — 1 — 1
b5 —_ — 1 — —— = s e RO
65 and upwards _— — — o A
&0 03 4 1 . 3 3 2

ToTarLs ... 12 3 ... 1
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Treatment.—15 cases were admitted to Sanatorium during
the year, and 11 were discharged.

REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR.
A copy of this Report has been received and kept for
reference.

The summary of work done will be found in Table I.
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TapLE I,

RUGBY RURAL DISTRICT.

SUMMARY OF THE WORK DONE IN THE SANITARY INSPECTOR's
DEPARTMENT DURING THE YEAR 1944,

LESLIE K. NUTTING, Chicf

Inspections Notices served.
and — Nulsnnoes
Rie-Visits Statn- in- Ahated
tory. formal
Dwelling Houses and Schools 411 —_ 73 140
Roadside Cafes  _,, 34 — - -
Cow Sheds and Dairies .. L — 149 367
Bakehouses 45 — 42 42
Slaughter Heuses, Shops and Vans 112 - —= -
Sampling Visits (Milk Foods) 59 —_ — —
Milk Samples 283 — — —
Interviews and Appointments 261 — o =
Water Samples and Visits 127 1 —_— -
Watercourses 3 o L 102 — 5 5
Factories and Workplaces 6o —_ 5 i}
Special Visits e 148 - e -
Stables and Piggeries 2 — — 2
Refuse Tips (Ratsand Mice), &c.... 56 - - — —
Complaints .. - 25 —_ 25 20
Moveable Dwellings 4 —_ — =
Infectious Disease Visits ... a0 -— - - —
Houses Dhsinfected Go ——- — s
Verminous Houses 13 — 4
Petroleum Visits i - —- —_
Offensive Trades ... 1 - -— -
Knacker Yards ... 2 -
Closet Accommodation ... 7 - 32 30
Drainage, Cesspools, &c... 88 — 29 a9
Dustbhins 20 25 26
- Accumulations 4 -— 1 4
ToraLs 2143 1 303 709
Surrenders of Unwholesome Foods :—
Tins (Various) Foods 49
Fork and Pork Offal 4951 bs.
Cooked Ham S01hs,
Sausage 200 bs.
Bacon... L ra 1141bs.
Beef ... A 14Ibs.
Fish .o 3081bs.,
Margarine e 2o iFs J0ibs,
Heas .., e 2 tons 15 cwits.

Sanitary Inspector.
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TaerLe II.

RUGBY RURAL DISTRICT.

VITAL STATISTICS OF WHOLE [MSTRICT DURING 1044 anND PrEvVIOUS

YEARS.
NETT DEATHS RELOXNGING
&
= BIRTHS. T0 THE DISTRICT.
=
= U ,
- nderl Year
g, Nett. of age. Atall Ages,
L e * —
YEAR o =]
Al 241 .
e E = g -5 s =
g @ £ = | = sE | = 2
= II= = g n"".a E
= e - <% -
= 5A
B =
o
1 2 a 4 & i 7 8
|
19233 15570 | 282 | 175 | 24 | a8 194 | 12.0
1939 15,870 oae | 15.1 0 ! 39 184 | 11.8
15410 16,520 209 @ 12.6 12 o 187 | 11.9
1941 17,910 207 | 18.5 15 i 18 214 | 12.0
1942 17,560 302 17.2 12 | 43 178 | 10,2
1043 17,01} 316 | 18.5 10 (] 194 | 11.4
1044 17,200 a0 | 20.8 1 ! 28 211 | 122

VITAL STATISTICS IN ENGLAND AND WALES, 1944.

ENGLAND aND WaLES.
Birth-vate, Death-rate, and I'nfantile Morvtality during the Year 1944.
( Provisional Figures).

Annual Rate per 1,000 I*(:]}uiati(:m
Deaths umider

Live Still one year fo 1,000
Births  Birthe. Deaths.  Births,
England and Wales S e (.50 11.6 46
126 Great Towns, including London  20.3 .64 13.7 52
148 Smaller Towns ... wee 20.9 0.61 12.4 1

London — ] .42 15.% il
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TasLE ITI.

RUGBY RURAL DISTRICT.

CasgEs OF INFEcTioUs DISEASE NOTIFIED DURING THE
YEAR 1944,

' Number of Cases notified. T
2| 4
EEl =
: At Apes—Years. I
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE. z % | &
| =gl | : Izl 2= | =
i k r) k = '."_ =
| = : W <} &1 . = =Tl 2= =
| = [} = | < = =t al==] & =
] L= i = — Py e = —_
- B — v ] = = = el B
= | L =1 =+ =1 =
Small-pox S i v Jassunafesnnnn o ot it i s e e s
Plague ZEE 2 o St e e B St e EREED LCELT CETEEE EEPRTRTr CEEREE
Diphtheria (including Mem- | & |.....;0 1 ... | 4 T {d RFR R ], [
branous Croup)
Ervsipelas o R A neeee e B [ L b
' |
Searlet Fever ... .. .19l e g felloe Lot
]
Typhus Fever 1 | ....... | ....... it e P o LW
- |
Enterie Fever A i ond eaees O O PPN PP IR AR
I'nenmonia l BT N eeanns 3! 8| 4|11 J 41 2 12
I |
Malarin | 10 ¥ iees | 1 LT [ e el e
Dyszentery | .........................................
Puerperal Pyrexia I : | | N e, Rt e R R PR
]
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis [l | o] R Loaaras 1
. | |
Poliomyelitis o Bor B, ER - B
| i |
Encephalitis Lethargica e b et CORBA e |l ] A Ll
1 [
Ophthalmia N eonaforam | S R, E— '] SR (SRR ERSSR
| |
Polio- Encephalitis ' ______ 1| sl iies el it R s st o e
Pulmonary Tuberculosis . 15 l ...... | 2| 6[-8] 1 B i
I | | .
Other forms of Tuberculosis ...| 5 I ...... 2 ! ...... |t e ) (e &
T A [ i 11215 10 31 F s 2| ==
] ]
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TABLE IV
RUGBY RURAIL DISTRICT.

Cavuses oF DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1044,

CAUSES OF DEATH. : MALES. E FEMALES,
All Causes .., 103 108

1 Tvphoid and Paratyphoid Fevers _ — —_
2 Cerebro Spinal Fever 1 -
4 Scarlet Fever == _ —

4 Whooping Cough ... —_ I -

5 Diphtheria ... — | —

fi Tuberculosis of Respiratory Svatem 1 . 3

7 Other Forms of Tubereulosis .., ] | 2

& Syphilitic Disenses < | 1 | —

. .

0 Influenza ... | 1 i 1
10 Measlesa ... - .. ' - | —
11 Ac. Polio-Myvel ahd Polio-Enceph. - | —_
12 Ac, Infant Enceph. — | —
13 Cancer of B, Cav. and Oesoph (M.}

Uterus (F.) S e ] 3
14 Cancer of Stomach and Duad. ... : 1 il
15 Cancer of Breast ... i | - &
16 Cancer, other Sites fi | 10
17 Diabetes 2 ' 1
18 Intra Cran. Vasc. Lesions. ., % S : 13
19 Heart Diseasa 22 ' 26
20 Other Dis. Cire. Sys. 3 i 2
21 Bronchitis ... I &
22 Pnenmonia £l | 4
23 Other Resp. Diseases K 3
24 Ulcer of Stomach and Duod, 2 { s
25 Dinrrhoea (under 2 years)... — -
26 Appendicitis —_— | =
27 Other Digestive Diseases ... 2 . b
23 Nephritis ... 1 ! —
20 Puer. and Post Abort Sepsis =
30 Other Maternal Causes .., — =
£1 Promatare Bicth G . owh o aad I 2
22 Con. Mal., Birth Inj., ete.... _I 5 2
8% Buicide & | —
84 Hoad Traffic Accidents ... | 7 , 3
35 Other Violent Causes ...: 1 —

36 All Other Causes ... | 11 16







