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ROYSTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

S e
o

To tga Gha;rman and Membera of tga Cnuncil

Madam and Gantlamﬂn.

In accnrdanca wWith Ministry of Health Circular
2/60 1 bog to submit my annual report for the year 1949,

Relative to the fiéﬂfﬁa both for Englﬁﬁd and Vales
and for the previous year, there is a markedly lower local
birth and & higher local death rate. Such rates must be
due to & local excess of ipersons above average agd for
the country as a whole. Apbplying to the local death rate
the Comparability Figure of 0.82, supplied by the Registrar
General a Standardised Daath Ratea of 12.7 is obtained.

From the body of such report there is no particular
point 1 would bring to ynur 8pecial notice and I would only
acknowledge the great assistance received from lir. S.M.
Jackson; ‘your Suryeyor and Sanitary InspectOr, who is
regponsible for the sections on sanitary matters. I would
also thank your council and its chief officers for every
consideration and help during the year.

I am, madam and gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

VICTOR R. WALEER.

June 1950,

SECTION A.

LOCAL STATISTICS.

a4 a .
" L F e s | Ei.
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Aresa {11'1 E.-":I"BE-} “em .__.E:_Illl'..ll-ll'..ill R i 1626
Civilian Population - Registrar-General's :
T e+ BEgtimate, for mid-1949 4,440
Humber of inhabitﬁd housps at, 1st«April, 1949 :
ar (estimated) * 35500
Ratoablo value' (lote Apr,u,lgd.gj van o ddn £27, 845
Sum representeéd by Penny Rate (est .1949- ED} ' - £109
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Extracts from Vital Statistics for
the vyear 1949,

Totals. M. F. Royston Comparable

U.Ds rates for
P S e LR i o_Local  England
' Rates. & Wales.

LIVE BIRTHS. (Legitimate 59 34 . 25
AIllegitimate = Y )
A1l 59 3¢ 25
Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident _ _ | .
; _ population 15 o0 1647
Totals. M. F.
STILLBIRTHS. (legitimate 2 27 H
(Illegitimate _= - -
2 2T -
Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births 33_ 23
R Totals . M. F.
DEATHS : 691 Eeia Bl
Rate per 1,000 of estimated resident
population 1545 11.7

DEATHRATES OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR -OF AGE.
411 infants per .l,000 live births 34 32
Legitimatoe infants per 1,000 legitimate
births ee. 54
Illegitimate infants per 1,000

illegitimate births von «eos Nil
Actual number of deaths under 1 year
Logitimate e s o 2
Illaéltlmﬂtﬂ ' aaa Sl
Total R

Deaths from Puerperal .Causgs.sse...ses . .s0e. 7.
Deaths from Cancor (all ages)ess : ses see 10
Deaths from lieasles (all ages) e cen ‘=
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all. ageaks . esss .=
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) =
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Comment on vg al statlstlca for the year.

The aatlmatnd cavilien population for mid. 1949 shows =an
increase of 67 on the previous year. ‘oe—ste

The total of live births shows a considerable fall from -~
Y4 in the previous year to 59 and total deaths a considerable
rise from 48 in the previous year to 69. Such are almost
certainly due to.a consideérable loading of older age groups
in the loegl -population since thara has been no unusual or
excessive: mortallty.

SECTION B. Prnv;g_pn of Haalth Sarvicaa for tha Ares.,

No important change took place during the year.

SECTION C.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,

Wator Supplyv.

The whole of the district, with the exception of 7 housgs
at Eaglg Tavern, is supplied with water from the chalk by the
Royston Water Company, by a piped supply of excellent quality.

There af@ 9 Rouses at The Green which arc supplied by
means of a standpipe. All the other houses in the district
arc supplied from the water maing direct.to the houses,.

Bactoriological and chomical examinations werg made during
the year and :analysis shows the water to be in a satisfactory -
chemical and bacteriologica 1 Gﬁndltlﬂﬂ and suitable for
drlnking. w o .

o shortage was axpariénced during the. yeals

Sewerage and Sawqga DlSEGSal-

Three new hnusﬂs built by private anterprisa, 2 pol;ce
cottages and 32 mnew.houses built by the Council were
connected to the sewerage system during the years

The scheme for long naaﬁed 1mprovemants at the Sewage
Farm was proceeded with and an informal inquiry was held by
& Ministry of Health Engineering Inspector. The Consulting
Engineers, lessrs D. Balfour & Sons continued the preparation
of the detailed plans and particulars to submit to the Ministry
of Health and it was hoped that this much needed improvement
would receive approval early in the new years.



Refuse Remowval and Dispﬂsal,

The first full year's working of the new motor refuse
vehicle realised the improvements 1n tha service which were
enticipated. : : Bt S TR, T

The cost of refuse removal for the yaar'aﬁnunt&d to
£654=6=8,

The tip at Coombes Hole was maintained as well as
aevailable labour allowed. A sum was included in the amount
necessary for inprovements at the Sewage Farm to allow for
bringing the tip into a satisfactory condition, but this
work has to awaeit the approval of the main schamﬁ for thﬂ
Sewage Farn.

Rat infestation on the tip and on the-Sewage Farm was
kept within reason by regular baiting and poisoning.

Salvass .

The total amount of waste paper collsected during the
yaav again showed an increase nver the pravzous year,

tra 1ncreraad collaction ﬁllﬂWanca made by the Board of
Trade, the total revenue from salv1g& amounted to £254=7=0.

. The Council anterad the Jﬁtlﬂhﬁl Waste Paper Contest
promoted by the Waste Paper Recovery Association, and it is
plegsing to record that a £50 prize was Won.

In July the Directions and Instructions to Councils
relating to the collection or preservation or disposal of ,
waste paper were rcovoked, but the Council decided to continue
the salvage scheme, and in spite of the lower prices obtainable,
the decision appears to have been justified.

Rodént Control.

In the middle of the year; a new Act came intc operation,
the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949, and in anticipation
of this, tho Council, together with the dltchin Rural and
Wolwyn Rural uﬂunczls, formulated a joint schema, to carry out
the requirements of the Act. The scheme. commenced on June lst.
1949, the Senior Sanitary Inspector to the Hitchin Rural
Dlstrlut Council undertaking the control. A full time operator
was appointed and a light van provided for transport of
equipment and materials, Local complaints or requests are
passod to the Hitchin ﬂfflce, where the co-ordination of ¥he
wark 15 .arrangod. 5 -
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During the six months the scheme has becn operative,
the work done at Royston has occupied s total of 1834 man
hours. Of these, 14% hours have bheen spent dealing with
control of rodents in sewers, 554 hours on tho refuse tip
gtcs, 712 hours on private dwellings, 29 hours on business
premises and 134 hours on block inspections In the three:
months September to December, 131 rats and mice wers picked
up following treatments. '

The scheme has worked smoothly since its inception, for
which, chief credit is due to IIr. S. T. Gunning, the Senior
Sanitary Inspector to the Hitchin R. D. C.

The awareness of the public to the sarvica is extending
with a consequent increaase in the work. A further period of
working is required, however, before any flnnl judgement .

can be made,

Sanitary Insvection of the Area.

The details below show the number of inspections made
during the Vaar.

Defects under the Housing Acts 56
i " Public Health Acts it 152

5 i " Factory Acts i 12
Prevention of Infectious Dlseasas : 6
Milk & Dairies Order Epriny il
Food Shops & Stores : ZER _ 41
Bakehouse Inspections i 10
Prevention of Nuisances > 114
House Drainage 45
Supervision of Refuse Qollactlnn & Dlspns al 54
Supervision of Salvage 49
Rats & Mice Destruction s .. R
Smoke Ouservations ‘ : 9
Caravans & lMoveable Dwellirngs g8
liiscellansous Inspections ... 98

Details raesulting from the above inspections are as follows:

Houses in Clearance Areas to be demolished . 6
Houses undor Demolition Orders to he demolished: - 0
Houses demolished ; il
Statutory lotices served : 2
Informal Noticos served . 4R
Notices complied with | 44
House roofs renewed or repaired ! -8l
House windows repaired 24
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House chimneys repaired
House floors renowed or repaired.
House ceilings : P R

House walls %axtarnal} rapairad mr plastarad

House eaves gutters renewed or repaired
Internal wall plaster: repaired
House drains relaid or repaired
New drains laid
Gullies fixed.
Intercepting traps fixed -
llew sinks fixed
Sinks renewed or rapalrad
Sink waste pipes renewed or repairad
WeCe roofs repaired .
W.C. pans renewad or repaired
W.C. cisterns renewed or rapalrsd
Hew baths fixed Eox
Inspection Chambers built
Inspection Chambers repaired
How wvent ehafts fixed
How FuA.I. fixed
Wateor service pipes repaired
Dampness remedied
Yards paved or repaired
unﬂklng ranges renewed or rapalred
Hot water systems renewed or repaired:
Stﬂlrc 2808 repaired
External doors repaired
Blocked drains cleared & cleansed
Bccumulations of Yubbish ramovad
Houses disinfected
Bakehouse floors cleansed
Bakehouse walls cleansed
Bakehouse ceilings repaired & cleansed
Dairies cleansed & 1limewashed
Sanit.ry cunvanlencas at factories repaired
g o cleansed

Naw Straats_& Buildingse

Totzl number of plans approved
fl ns apprnvad for new houses :
" other buildings
o n " Change of Uaer
New Houses completed:-
Ey Local Authority under Huusing Ants
By Police Authority
By Private Enterprise

=
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Conversions & adaptations - Family Units 2

.. Other bulldlngs conpl&tad Py _ . 21
Prains laid to_ above i R : 1498 yards.
'Gdlllaa laid t0 above ' 55 5
Connectionsg; to sewer : 11 ;
Vent Shafts fixed ' 28
Inspection Chambers built ; 44
Water closets fixed : . 48
Caaspunls : 15
Septic . nnk Installations il
Intercepting Traps fixed ; 10
Baths fixed - 29
Lavatory basins fixed ' 31
Sinks fixed 50
Dust bins provided fiag 286 .

SECTION D,

Housing.

The Post War Housing programme was sontinued during
the year and 20 permanent brick houses on the Orchard Road
Site and 2 on the Day's Close Site were complcted. 14 of
these were of three bvedroom type, two of four bedroom type
and. two were one bedroomed bungalowssand four two bedroom type.

ThHree new dwellings wore erected by ﬁfivaie enterprise
and also two Police Cottagos.

Conversions and adaptations of existing buildings by
private enterprise provided two family units.

At tha end of the year the Housing List still stood
at around the 120 figure for List A applicants, and although
in all 84 houses have heen built and occupied up to the end
of 1949, the solution of the housing problerm does ‘not appear
toc be in sight.

The Council hold four premises under ;unlsltlﬂn and
these provide 8 family units of accommodationa

Ex;f;D.W.Camp. Tharfieid Heath.

5 .4t the pnd of 1948 the Council accepted responsibility
fﬂr the huts on the aboveé 8ite in the area of the Hitchin
Rural District where squatters had occupied a number of the
hutss. Considerable money was expended in making tha Dccuplad
huts habitable and nrovldlng egsentialss

Ta



The outer corrugated shesting to all these huts are
perished and the buildings have had their "life". Attempts
to make the roofs watertight without ‘the expenditure of a
‘considersble sum of money cannot ba successful and~tha
conditions will deteriorate “apldly.- :

The Council's policy is to demﬂlish th& huts as and
when the occupants are rehoused, but this process is
inevitably a very slow one, and'the continued occupation
of thoese places under winter conditions can only be viewad
with dismay.

Clearance Areas.

6 houses in Clearance Areas still Tremain to be
demolished. Cne of thasa is still occupied. Bvery effort is
being made to complete the demolitions and negotiations
with the owners of the premises gre in progress.

One house which was closed for human habitation has
been demolished.

Informel action has beon taken where essential repairs
wqra necessary to render houses fit =nd satisfactory results
ave uean thalnad Wl»hﬂut resource ta fnrmal &thﬂn-

control Of Ciwvil 5U11d1ng.

The Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor has continmued to
ect as theo officer responsible for the issue of Building
Licences on behalf of the Minister of Works under Defence
Regulation 56 A.- i

: During 1949, 3 llcencﬂs to erect new dWElllnE huusaﬁ
werae issued. -

Three houses under licence were completed and accupiad
during tho year. ’

5

One building was adapted ta.pravida 3 units of family
accommodations ;

17 licencos were issued for assantigl works and rﬁpairs
to prnpartlus of a total gstimated-cost of. £5,282 .

Of these 11Cﬂncea 14 ware in respect of dwelling hcuses
and 3 in respect of other bu;l@1ngs.

L]
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The works licensed included the provision of additional
bedroom, enlargement of livingroom and new chitmoy stack,
provision of bathroom, erection of boundary wnll, orection
~ of garages and the repair or ronewal of roofs, @aves gutters
. and downpipes, drains, external walls, internal wesll plaster,
cailings, chimney stacks, floors, cooking and hoating apperatus,
water closets, Binks, baths and lavatory bvasins, theo repair
and painting of extoernal wood and ironwork, intornal
redecoratfons, inetellation of electric services and other
essential works to bring property up,d reasonable standard
of repair. -

SECTION E,

Ingpeetion and Supervision of Hood,
Milk, '

There are three milk prcducﬁrs-in the diatrict, one
of whom is licensed by the County Council for the production
of Tuberculin Testod lMilk.

There are also 2 retail purveyers of milk in the district.

Inspections of the farms and dairios wore mnde and
samples of milk taken in accordance with the 1ilk (Special
Designations) Regulations 1936/46 gave rosults which complied
with the standard.

During the year, the now loegislation came into force,
under which the responsibility for the suporvision of milk
production was taken over by the kinistry of JAgriculture,
the local authority being responsible in rospect of retail
distribution.

Leat .
o slaughtering of animals is carried out in tho district.
lieat in butchers shops and fish in fishmongers have beén

inspected and the following certified as unfit for human
consumption.

‘Baef 52 lbse
Pork 16 1lbs.
lutton 12 1lbs.
Kippors : 6 stonag.
Vhiting . O stone.
Sea Hream 7 stono.

The causes of condemnation woerc Bonae Taint, Bruising ]
and Inflemation, Unset and Dropsical Condition and Decompositioxm.

e



Other Foods.

. leat and other food shops worce visitod and the following
foods were found to be unfit for human cansunptlnn on
gxamination and were dastrnyﬁd.

Bacon EE& 1bs.
Butter 88 1lLs.
Cheese Ik
Eggs 2l
Tinned and Packetted Food.: il O g
Corned Beef Es lb.tinsi 1
do do (1 lb.tins

e B ".T. H:‘,‘tion
Ilinced Eeef
Luncheon lioat
Potted lieat
Pork
Whalemeat Steak
Salmon
Ho ke .
Herring Roes
Fish Fillets
Fish Pastes .. 1
Pilchards
Evaporatod Milk
Condeonsed kilk
Peanut Butter
Beans
Pansg
Plums
Jam
Syrup

= Grapos
Orange Juice
Pineapplo
liarmalade
Dates
Beetroot
Pickles

oo
MU ANMANDODOH 2T QNN EMEH&OGO

X 1 gal.cans.
CASO8 e

I
CnenGh Cn DI

Piecplildy
Salad Crean
Piekled Walnuts
Spaghatti

=
> =
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Food Poisoning Out bregks.

No intimation of any occurrence of food poisoning
was received during the year. .

L

Green Plunge Swimming Pool.

: 14 samples of water were taken from the above and
analysis showed the pool to be suitable for bathing purposes,

Factories Act 1937.

The following table gives the information required
by the linistry of Labour and National Service in accordance
with Form 572.

ls Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health
(including inspections made by Sanitary Inspector)

Number of

=

Premises. No. in Inspect- Written Occupiers
Register.|ions. Notices. |Prosecuted

l.Factories in
__Which Secs. ;
1,2,5,4 & 8 8 4 2 -
are to he
enforced b
Lécal 5
Authorities.

1l.Xactories not
ineluded in
(1) in which - :
Sec«7 is : 19 8 1 -
enforced by
Local

Authority

IIT1.0ther premises
in which Sec.
7' is lenforced ] :
by Local | - - - -
Authority.(ekcl}
 outworkers.

Total 27 12 3 =

1l.
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2. Cases in which defects were fouhd:-

No of cases #in.which .. o S
defects found. S
. Particulars Found.|Remedicdd To H.M.| By H.HJ No.o0f
Inspoc=| Inspocd prosg-
tor., -t0r. | cutiong.
Want of .
cleanliness 4 4 - - .
Cvercrowding Nil - - - =
Unreasonable- . A
tonp. Nil - - - -
Inadequate .
“vent. . Nil e S - . =
Ingffective i kit i |
dreinage . of
floors 1 & - - -
Sanitary ‘
Lonvanienceas

(a)Insuffic-
iﬁl’lt 1 1 - : LN T -

Eb)?usuitntla
or

H{lafﬂct ive .E- E - = -
(¢) ot :
socparate
Tor - : : ] .
30xes Nil - - : - m s
Cther offences
against the - At A%
Act ' Nil C e - - -

Total 8 sr B - - -
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SECTION F.

frevalence of, and control over,infoectious and other
"""""""""" diseases, R
Total notifications of infectious discase (after
correction) were as:follows+——

5t Measles - — - 35

: -~ Whooping Guugh 29
g Aeute Pneumonia R 1
Acute - Anterjor -
Poliomyelitis : 1

i ‘The mild prevalence of measles and whooping sough was
almost confined to the first quarter of the yesar. - The
single local case of poliomyelitis, occurring in a young
adult in late spring, was of EHCEph&lltlﬂ type terminating
fatally. . .

F&r another year no case of diphtheria was confirmed
in the district and, despite-ifts continued absence from the
area, the offer of protactiun of infants by immunisation.
continued to be accepted by a large majority of parents.
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TUBERCULOSIS. Ao

. New Cases and Deaths During the Years.- . ..t

lew Cases Daﬁtﬁé;
Age Respiratory.| Non- Respiratory.| Non= ) ;
Poeriods. Raggiratary. - ' Raspiratcﬁx:_
O M. | F. . M. | F, M. | F.
O R T B [ - | - - | - - | -
Il R e S R = % g
e I - 1 P2 - ' - - -
15 = 256 - - - - - - - -
25 = 35 1 2 - - - - - 5
ob = 45 - - - - - - - -
«5 - BB il - - - 1 - - -
55 = 65 - - - - - - - -
and ovsr - - - - - - - .
Totals 2 6] < - 1 - - =

Compared with the low total of 1 for 1948, notifications
show an increase, but the total for deaths from tuberculosis
(811 forms) was unchanged at 1.

VICTOR R. WALEKER.

Pistrict Medical Officer of Health.
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