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} 1 UNCI

To the Chairmen and iepbers of the Council.

Ladics and Gentlemen,

In accordence with Ministry of Heslth Circular 3/49
I beg to submit my annual rcport for the year 1948, for the
flrs% eight months of which period my predecessor,
Dr. N, Macfadyen, held office.

From the body of such report therc is no particuler
point I would bring to your special notice and I would only
acknowledge thce graat.asslatznce roccived from Mr. ., Jackson,
¥our gurveyor end senitary inspector, who_is responsible
or the sections on senitery matters. I would also thank
your council ~nd its chief officers for cvery consideration
and help sincc trking up dutics.

1 am, lndies and gentlomen,
Your obcdicnt servant,

VICTCR R. WiIKIR.

Junc, 1949.

BECTION 4.

LOCLL STATISTICS

irea (in acreg) ... 4o ot cos ey 1626
Population - Registrar-Gonorel's Lstimete for pid-1948 ... 4,379
Number of inhab?ted houscs at 1§t Lpril, 1948 (estimnted) 1,300
Rateable value (lst .pril, 19 R ;2?£696
Sum reproscnted by Penny Rate (cet. 1948-49) ... e el






Bxtracts from Vital Statistics for

the venr 1948

Totelg M. F.
- LIVE BIRTHS (Legitimetc 65 41 24 LIVE BIQTHRATE
TbbltlﬂFtE per 1,000 of the
4 2 EEtlHEtu% Ebﬁld- z
nt population ... 18.9
%ﬁngfigd and Wales =
17.9)
STILLBIRTHS (Legitimete 1 1 - STILIBIRTHRATE
I1Tcgitimate - - = ) per 1,000 total
i1l 17 1 live amd still)
births S S R
D THS e e 45 2151 R DELATHRATE po
1,000 of the

cstimnted resid-

egggfupul Lo oo Ly

(England and Wales =
10.8)
Deethrate of Infants under onc year of nge:
#ll infante per 1,000 live births ... ; 40
(Bnglend ond h,su§4§
ELL itirmr.te infrnts per 1, GUO legitimato births : 15;
I1Tcgitimatc infants ch '1,000 T1legitimnto births ... 222
actun l nunbcr Gf ths undur = yeor:
gfl innt s . e |
I1 Lgltln,tc e )
Tekal o« 0.3

Deaths from Pucrperal Chuscs EPubrp;rnl Sepsis s
Other puerpcresl Couscs -

Dcetha from Concer (all sges) e 11
Deaths from Mcasles ( 11 ** e -
Deaths from Whocping C ? Y 21l ages) ... -
B Dirrhos: lundor 2 years of age) -

Comment on vitel stoti

Estimatcd populstion shows o rise of 93 on the year The live
birthrate continucs favourable ‘though much below tho record of 20.8
{Dr 1?4? it 11.0 the locol deathrate is much below thnt for 1947

15.4) and is favourable in view of a certain laﬂuln% of hluur nge
groups in the locel p gul tion. The infant mortal cn analysis

is shown ta ¢ marrcd the denths of 2 111051t1mftc cnlldran in the
total of 9 such births. 2







ION B

General Provision of Health Services

With the inception of the lational Health Service Act in July,
1948 he Herts County Oouncil consbituted s divig onal area for
North Herts with o divisionel medical officer for the county
health and school medical services, who was also appointed medlcml
officer of health to the six constituent district councils, whose
sanitary functions are unchanged.

Water Supply

The whole of the district, with the exception of 7 Housms at
le Tavern, is supplied with water from the chalk by the Royston
Water Company, by a piped supply of excellent quality.

There are 5 houses at The Green which arc supplied by means
of a standpipe. All the other houses in the district are
supplied from the watcr mains direct to the houscs.

lo shortege vase expericnced during the year.

4 bacteriological examinations were msde during the year.

A typicel Analysis is as follows:i-

Physical Examinetion
Appesrance Clear
olour Colourless
Udour Odourless
Tegte Iostcless.
in p.p.n.
pH value 7.4
Pree Carbon Dioxide as CO- 179
apmoniacal Nitrogen as il & 0.006
slbuminoid Hitrogon as N 0,018
Kitrous Nitrogen as N Nil
L1 tric ll%ED en ng N 4.5
Hordness (Clark)
Temporar 195.2
; Pbrmigﬂ? 0 35,7
Xygen consum om n
i hre 2t 80C Fan0 - 0.064
hlkalinity a UO 219.4
Total Bollds (drlad at, 1400C) 290






Miners]l spalysis in p.p.m.

Caleium as Ca 99,17
lognesium ns lig 1.31
Sodium eag Ma 2112
Carbonate os COz 15%.8
Chloride ag Cl 19,
Sulphate ns S0 11.85
Nitrate es NUS 12,05
Iron as Fe 0.1
Silica as 5102 22.0
Bacteriolomicnl Bxaminnti

Bacteriasml at 20°C, in 72 hrs
gn nutrient a%ar :
acterio/ml % 200 repidly

liquefyéﬁg nutrient gelatine 2
S :

Bacterie at 379C.7in 48 hrs
on nutrient egar 1
Coliform Organisms abscnt from 100 ml.

Aemerks

This hard, chalk water is in & satisfactory chemical, physical
and bacteriological condition and is suitrblc for drinking
purposcs.

Sewerage epd Dreipege

Three ncw houses built by private cnterprise and 34 now
houses built by the Council were connccted to the sewcrage
system during the year.

Hﬁfiiﬁﬁ Rﬁ[m e :ﬂnd Dj 8p0se |

In July the Council acquired a Sholveko & Drewry Chelsea
lype freighter of 11.3 cubic yards capacity with sliding metal
covers and hydraulic tlppinﬁagear. hig replaced the horse
drawn refuse vehicle which done service for 35 years.

Uuring the first six months of the year refuse removal and
selvage collection was done by hired horse and menual labour
whilst during the second six months direct labour was employed
with the new motor vehicle.

A comparison of costs between the two methods shows that_a
considerable saving results from the use of the motor vehicle
and direct labour,

The cost of refuse removal for the first half of the year
was £428.28.9d. vwhilst for the second half thec cost was
£336.2s.6d.

4.






The refuse tip at Coombes dole was kept in as clean a condition
a8 available labour allowed, but it was lmpossible to carry out
all the requirements of the Ministry of Health in accordance with
the Circuler on Controlled Tipping.” The greatest difficulty is
experienced 1n_f1ndin§_au1tab e material for covering, which is
not availeble in anything near sufficient quantity.

The accumulation of tins left at the end of the war still
remeing to be dealt with, ond it is to be hoped that the work of
dealing with this source of harbourage for rats can be carried out
in the near future.

Rat infestation on the tip snd 2lso on the Sewage Farm wes
egain kept down by reguler baiting cnd poisoning carried out by
o steff of the ferts. Agriculturel axeccutive Vormittee under

contract with the Urban Council.

oAl VAGT

An increased amount of woaste peper wns 2gein collected during
ths year, the total amounting to 32 tons 5 cwhbs. and reslising
£208,17.11  With the increéased collection allowence made by
the Board of Irade, the total revomue from snlvege was x220.4.11.

The snlvage _wes continucd ta bc sorted, baled, bundled and
atored at thé Depot in Queens Road, wherc the accommodation is
unsuitable :nd insufficient, but under the prosent difficult
conditions for nev building works, it wos not consldered possible
to provide any other accommod-tion.

HOUSING

The Post Wor Houging Programme continued tc progress during
the year and 34 permﬂn%nt brick houses on the Orchard foad S?%e
were completed. 22 of these were of threc bedroom type and 12
of four bedroom type.

One new dwelling was erected by privete cnterprise ond also
two_Police Cottages. Conversions tnd adeptations of existing
buildings elso provided 8 family units of accommodation, 6 belng
provided by the Council and 2 by private enterprise.

HOUSING ACT 1°46

Due to the great emount of time necessarily exponded on new
housing works and in other directicns, it hns been impossible to
carry out much work in the re-conditicning and repair of old
grapert{,sini no formel ection under the Housing fct wes taking

uring the yoser.

One house on which a Demolition UrdGE wes operative hes been
demolished. “‘here remain 6 houscs in Cloarance Arecas to be
demolished.






Informal cction was token wherc essenticl repairs to roofs,
walls, floors, windows, ceilings, eaves gutters and dowvmpipes,
etc., were necessary, with satisfactory results.

QNTROL COF C ILDIMN

The Sonitary Inspector and Surveyor heg beon designoted as
the officer regponsible for the issue of Building Licences on
behalf of the Minister of Works undcr Defence Regulations H6A.

: Dgﬁing 1948, 6 licences tc erect new dwelling hcouses were
issued.

One house under licence was completed andoccupied by the end
of the year,

Three licences were issued for thc conversion of existing
buildings into dwallln%‘accommulatlun to provide 5 units of
accommodation at an estimated cost of £2227.

 The Council converted 2 premises into 6 units of accommoda-
tion at a cost of £2234.

121 other applications to cerry cut building works were
received during the year, of wvhich 9 wore rofused cs beirg
for work not considered cssenticl ot the present time.

112 licences were issucd for cssentinl works ond repairs
to properties of a total estimnted cost of £9592.

Of these licences 80 wcre in respect of dwelling houscs and
52 in respect of other buildings.

The works licensed included the ropmir or renewal of roofs,
eaves gutters and downpipes, drains, cxternsl walls, internal
wall plaster, ceilings, Ghlmﬂtg stacks, floors, cooking and
heating agpirntug, wator closets, sinks, baths and lavatory
basing, the repair end painting of cxterncl wood and ironwork,
internal redecorations, instellation of electric services and
other egsentirl works bo bring property up tc a reasoncble
standard of repair.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

_ There are three milk producers in the district, one of whom
is licensed by the County Council for the production of
Tuberculin Tested Milk,
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Two of the producers are also retail purvg{nqs of milk in

the district. Two other retail purveyors o

from outside the district.

ain their milk

Inspections of the farms and dairies wereg mede and samples
of milk taken in accordance with the Milk (Specisl Designations
Regulations 1936/46 gave results which complied with the

standard.

i

lo slaughtering of animels is carried out in the district.

. Meat in butchers shops and fish in fishmongers have been
inspected and the following certified as unfit for human con-

sumption.

Beef
¥ried Haddock

Finmmon Haddock

lisckerel

44% 1bs.

1+ stone
2 stone
2 stone

The causes of condemnstion werc Bonc Taint and Decomposition.

Other Foods.

licat and other food shops were visited and the following
frods were found to be unfit for humen consumption on

examination and were destroyed.

Bacon
Miargarine
Butfer _
Cooking fate
Ice Créam
Cherry Cukes
Ginger Cakes
Flour
Bigcuits
Crispbread

T3 Pocketted F

Corned Beef E
do = do

M & V Ration
Sausages
liinced Beef
Luncheon Meat
Lincemeat
Pork
Whalemeat

6 1b.tins
1l 1b.tins

2
1
Unrned_ﬂuttnniélb.tinai

194 1bs.

2 dbhs,
+ 1b.
14 1bs,
10 "EullE't
6 B,
4 lbs
12 1lbs

6% 0zs.
14 packets.

PP AN =T
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T and. Pz ted Foodg (cont'd)

Galantine 1
Salmon 4
Heke 4
lussels 9
Crab Peste 12
Pudding liixture 2
Shredded "heat 2
Wheat Flakes 24
Cheese 1% lbs.
. Procesged Cheese 14 1bs.
Dutch Checese i fer
Camembert Checse 60 packets.
bByvaporated ilk 81
Condensed Milk 9
Beens 12
Peos %
Plums 3
Jam g
Demsons 1
Apples 1
Pineapple i
ULTHE ado 15
Dates 8
Fruit Salad el
Grepefruit 54
Frult Juices 83
E 7
ﬁLu root 1
wolnuts 1
G“frat: 104
Mj xcd vt.r,;:,bt”b]." 2 N 5
ickleg 20,928

SULLZRY OF SANITARY INSPECTCR'S AND SURVEYOR'S REPORT

Totsl tlumbor of Plﬂns %prﬂved 47
Plans epproved for tew Houscs 12
flans “ppravcd for Other Buildings 28
Plans cpproved for GDH?GrulDHE to

: £ dwelling 7
New Houges cumplﬂta,'
By Locel_ suthority under
ousing ncts
By Private enterprise
Convcrsions and adaptations -
family units

8.

€A
@ Gk
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Other Buildings completed
Dreing laid to above
Gullies laid to nbove
Conncctions to sewor
Vent shafts fixed )
Inspection chambers built
Wateor Closets fixed
%EESPGOlE' : Paest
ntercopti reps fixe
Baths ffxeﬁg 3
Lovetory basins fixed
Sinks fizxed
Dust Bins provided

Hougine Acts and  Public Heolth hcts.

Houges in Clearsnce srcas to bo
demolished
Houses under Demolition Orders
to be demolished
Houses dam%llghcd
Statutory Notices served
Informel Notices served
Notices complied with
Legel Proceedings tokeon 1
House roofs rencwed or reprired
House windows repaired :
Houses provided with improved light
Hougos provided with improved
i . Ventilztion
House chimneys repnired el
House floors rcnevedor ropeired
House ceilings renowed or repaired
Houge wells (externsl) repeired or
plastered
House eaves gutters rcnowoed or
repaired :
Internal wall plaster repeirced
House drains relaid or repaired
New drains laid
Gullies fixed )
Interqgﬁtlng Treps fixed
New sinks fixed
Sinks renewed ~nd repaired

Sink waste pipes rencwed ond repaired

W.C. roofs repaired

W.C. pens rencwed or ropaired
W.C. cisterns renewed or reprired
New baths fixed

Inspection Chombers built
Inspection Chombers ropaired

£l

34
1036
119

29
70
88
47

45
46

— k] (oS (hin
=S %mmﬁ #ﬂ&ﬁmﬂQHD (8))

yards

yords






New Vent Shafts fixed

New ¥.a.1, fixed :

water service pipes repnired

Dampness remedied

Yords paved or ropaired

New lerders provided 4

Gooking ranges renewed or repoired

Hot Waber systems rencwed or ropoaired

otaircages repalired

Kxtornel doors repaired

Dangerous walls rebuilt

Blocked draing cleered and cleansed

accunulations of rubbish romoved

Houscs disinfocted

Bakchouse inspections

Bokehouse floors clecnsed

Sakechouse walls clennsed

Bekchouse ceilings repaired and
cleansed

Cowsheds and dairies inspected

Deiries cleansed and 1limewashad

Foctories inspected _

New sanitary conveniences provided

Sanitary conveniences repaired

i =t bt

ot s

Do =D
IR I OO =2 O DD Cro Do

[

The number of inspections cerried out during the year
are shown 1n the following summery.

Defects under the Housing Acts 38
Defects under the Fublic Health Acts 162
Defects under the Factory Act 1.5
Prevention of Infectious Diseases 18
Cowsheds & Dairies Orders 21
Food Shops & Storcs Hd
Prevention of Nuisances 197

Hougse Drainage
Supervision of Zefuse Collection

_ and Disposal 142
Supervigion of Salvage 51
fatbs and Mice Destruction 32

5.hi, JACKSON

Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor
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Notifications during the year were confined to 73 cases
of measles, all but two cases occurring as an epldemlc 1n
the last quarter of the year particularly affecting the
5 - 10 age group.

Djphghgzja Prophyvlexisg

With the continucd absence of diphtheria from the area
it is to bc hoped that there will be no falling off in the
ecceptance by parents of immunisation, which continues
freely obtainable both from the County welfare and school
health services and from general medical practitioners.
Figures for children in each district immunised during the
year erc not immediately available but there has been no
slackening off cithor in the %?bllclty Zlven such measure
or in the dogree of its acceptance by perents.

s

Tubcreculosis

New cascs notified during the yeor comprise 1 respiratory
cose (in the 256-3b age group) and 1 non-reapiratory (in the
5-15 agc groupj. Une case was removed from the register
ag recovered.

One death - from tuberculogis of the respiratory system -
ig recorded by the fegistrar Leneral. |

VICTCR R. WALKER.

Digtrict Medical Officer of Health.
June, 1949,

1.
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