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ROYSTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

.....
o Em EEL i — < ——

ANNUAT, REPCRT OF [fhE MEDICAL OJFFICER OF IEALTH for the vear

b

ending 3let. DECEMBER, 1947,

To the Chairman and Memhers of the Council.
Mr. Chairmar.,, Ladies and Gentleman,

I 2r pleased to submit my Annual Report which
covers the periocd 1st. Jenusry to 3lst. December, 1947,

This i3 a summary of the conditions affecting
the health of the district.

My thaenks are dus to the Sanitary Inspector
for his help during the year and in the proparation of
this Report.

Section A.

Statistics and Social Ccnditions of “he District.

Area (in scres) X i CTF en 1828
Repldontisl aplalation

(Registrer CGoncralis FIgur6) eeo  wee 4280
I'Eﬁmbﬁ k7 Tohmahited rouvsas y A 'R 1297

Rateabls YVolue " « 8 G N ﬁ?,l‘il

Sum rapresonied Ty & penny rate . P £105=17=0
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Vital Statistics

Births.

Legitimate - kple, 43, TFemale, 38;) Total 89.
Illegitimate = jnle, 3, Yemale, 5;) Birthrate 20.79.

L

Birthrate for England Wales 2045
Degths.
Nale, obs, Female, 51. Toital 656. Deathrete 15.42,
Death-rate for England & Wales 12.0

Still Births.

Legitimate - liale, 0; TPemale, 1, Tote
Illegitimate =~ liale, 0; JFemale, Q) Stil
rate

Still EBirtherste for Englnnd & Wales 0.50

Infent Mortality.

-~

legitimate -« Linle, D3 TFemsle, G;J Total O
Illegitimete - Iiinle, 0; Female, 0;) Rate per 1CCO
live births 0.0
Infant Lortzlity rate for Englond & Wales 43

Infectiocus Dissoscs.,

The following coses were notified -

Hﬁ&ﬁl&h TR "R 'R . "R 63
vhooping Couzll «e. soe voo ses 63

The principal casuses of death were -

Digemsse of Circulatory Syston ves 20

a " Pulmonery Systom s sne T
Tubsrculosis (pulmonnry) e o
Hﬂlignant Disesnse “en s veos Ll
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Netifications of Tuberculosis for the vear 1947,
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It will be noted that no case of Scarlet Fever or
Diphtheria occurred and thnat there was no infantile death.

Th® birth rate is the highest for many vears and is
above that of the county generslly.

The epidsmic of measles and whooping cough spoil
an otherwise good health record.
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Water Supply.

The whele cf the district i3 =supplied with water
from the chaik by the Royston Water Company, by a piped
supply of excelient quality.

No shortage was eixperienced during the year.

4 bacteriologicel examinations were made during
the Fﬂﬂr-

Chemical Analysis is as fcollows :i-

Physical Examination

Appearance Clear
Colour one
Cdour Wone

Chemical Anslysis (expressed in parts per 100,000)

cuspended S0lids see s sne N1l

DiSﬂDlVﬂd Solids E e e 3?-?2

fliieride (as 0120 «os ae's sns Lled

Frﬂe ﬂmﬂﬂniﬂ 'R - .w aaw O.DO@

Albuminoid Amnmoriiciees see ess 00,0045

Hitrﬂte {HE HE} " - aw TR 0-45

Nitrate “on oo ese very faint
trace.

Oxygan consumed

from Permangﬁﬂﬂtﬁ

{4 hrE; Eﬁ EG ?-} "R R e 0-0095 {EKBO]

PH volue “en " "ew Y oo
Temporary HardnessS.s. e sse 19.92
Permenent Hardness... R " 4 .86

Conclusion.

The watnr'is in s satisfactory chemical,physical
and bacteriological condition =nd is suitable for drinking
puUrposes.

4.
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Sgction B.

General Provision of Heszlih Sorvices.

(a) Medicszl

The Medical 6fficer of Health is a port-time
offioer holding a Diploma of Public Health.

(b} Eﬂnitﬂr?-

The Sanitary Inspector holds a Certificate

of the Royal Sanitory Instifute as a Sanitary
Inepscter and alsc as an Inspector of lieat and
Foods.

He also holds the appointment of Surveyor to
thﬂ GGUﬂcilt

(¢) Clerical.
One male clerk.

Sewerasge ard Drainesge.

3 new houses built by privete cnterprise and
31 new houses built by the Council were connscted to
the sewerazge system during the year.

5

Sewage Disposal.

The Council gave serious consideration to the
guestion of sewage disposal, which was cousing anxiety,
and following congideration of g report by the Surveyor
to the Council, it was decided to obtain the opinion
of Consulting Engineers on the action to be taken to
overcome the immedinrte difficulties at the disposal
works and dn the guestion of e long term policy for
Sewege Disposal.

L |
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This was vavried oud throughout the year with
the 0ld refuse cart and hirsd horse and manusl lebour, and
a weekly collection of refusge was maintainad with great
difficulty.

Various types ol refuse velhiclies were exsmined
and considered and it wag finelly decided to obtain a
Chelsea Typs Freighter Dust Cart of 11.3 cubic yard
egpacity with sliding meftal covers ond hydraulic tipping
gear from lessrs Shelvoke & Drewry Ltd. of Letchworth.
An order for this was placed, but owing to the twelve
months delivery date iL was not anticipated that the

=,

vehicle would bs available before the middle of 1948.

Costs of removnl and disposal continued to rise
to 16/4d. per ton for collection and 2/1%+d. per ton
for disposal.

The refuss tip al Coombes Hole wss kept in as
clean a condition as available labour allowed, but it
was impossible to carry out all the requirements of
the Ministry of Haslth in accordance with the Circulser
on Controlled Tipping. The grestest difficulty is
gxperienced in finding suitable matserisl for covering,
which is not available in anything near sufficient
quantity.

The accumulaticn of tins left at the end of the
war stiil remains 0 bs dealt with, and it is to be
hoped that the work of dealing with this source of
harbourage for r=ls8 can be carried oult in the near
future.

Rat infestation on the tip and also on the Sewage
Farm was again kept down by rsgular briting and
poisoning carried outl hv the staff of the Herts.
Agricultural Exscutive Committes undsr contract with
the Urben Ccuncili.
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SALVAGE .

in increase was mede in salvaged materirls
eollscted during the year, the totzl smounting to
28 tons 10 owits. and replising £188 - 19 - 2,

The srlvage wes continued to be sorted, baled,
bundled and storsd ot the Depot in Queens Roed, where
the sccommodrntion 15 unsuiteble and insufficient, but
under the present difficult conditions for new building
works, it was not considered possible to provide any
other cccommodrtion.

HOUSIIG.

The Council's Post War Fousing Programme for the
erection of 20 houses on the Dey's Close Site ~nd 85
housesa on the Orchord Rond Site mnde progress during
the year. Eighteen pcermanent brick houses were completed
on the Day's Close 3ite and 13 houses on the Orchard
Road cite. Of these 31 houses completed and occupied,
<4 are of three bedroom type and 7 of four bedroom type.

Also during the year there were 3 new dwellings
ergcted by privete enterprise and conversions and
adaptat ions of existing buildings slso provided 5
family units of sccommodation.

HOUSING ACT 1936.

Due to the great smount of time necessarily
expended on new housing works and in other directions,
it has been impossible to carry out much work in the
re~conditioning and repair of old property, and no formal
action under the liousing Act was taken during the year.

6 houses in Clesrance Aress and 1 house on which
a -Demolition Order is operative are still awaiting
demoliticn.

Informal action was tanken where essentinl repairs
to roofs, walls, floors, windows, ceilings, eaves gutters
and downpipes etc. were necessary, with satisfactory
results.

T






CONTROL OF CIVIL EUILDING.

The Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor has been
designated &8 tiie officer responsible for the issue of
Building Licences on behalf of ths Minister of Works
under Defence Regulrtion 584,

During 1947, 14 rpplications for licences to erect
new dwelling houscs were roceived. Three of these
applications were subsequently withdrawn.

Owing to the ban ¢n the issue of licences for new
houses which came 1nto opsration in August, only 2
licences were lssucd for new housus to e erected by
privete enterprise. At the end of ths yerr 1l
applications were awesiting considerrtion for the issus
of licences.

Three houses under licence were completed and
occupied by the ond of the year.

Three licences were issued for the conversion of
existing buildings into dwelling accommodation &t an
eat imatad cost of £3170.

c04 othor applications to carry out building
works woere received 8uring the ysar, of which 12 were
refused as eing for work not conasidered essentiasl at
the presant time.

11 licencea were issued for work of structural
alteraticns ¢or additions at properties at an estimnted
cost of £1634. Thess works included the provision of
additioral livingroom and bedrooms, W.C's. bothrooms,
garages eic.

201 licences were 1issused for essential works =nd
repaire to properties of a totnl estimated cost of
£9535 .

Of these licences 128 wsrs in respsct of dwelling
houses and 84 in resvect o¢f other buildings.

Se
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The works licensed included the repzsir or renewal
of roofs, eaves gutters and downpipes, drains, external
walls, internal wall plaster, ceilings, chimney stecks,
floors, cooking and he~nting apparatus, water closets,
Binks, baths and lavatory basins, the repair and paint-
ing of externnl wood n~nd ironwork, internal redecorations,
ingtallation of electric serviccs snd other essentinl
works to bring propsrty up to 2 reasonable standsrd of
ropair.

The sorting of applications, the inspection of
properties to verify the essentirlity of the works
proposed, the inspection of works in progress ~nd the
considerable =smount of office work entriled in the
issue of licences, added greetly to the work of the
Inspector and his clerk and proved a severe strain

throughout the year.

INSFECTION AND SUFPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk.

Thers ara fcur milk producers in the district,
one of whem is licensed by the County Council for the
production of Tuberculin Tested Milk.

Thres of the producers are also retail purveyors
of milk in the district =nd two other retail purveyors
obtain their milk from outside the district.

Inspections of the farms and dairies were mnde
and samples of milk tzken in sccordance with the Nilk
(Special Designations) Regulations 1936/46 gave results
which complied with the standard.

Meat «

No slaughtering of animels is carried out in the
district.

Mgat in the butchers shops hns been inspected and
the following certified as unfit for humen consumption.

Feef 230 1lbsa.
Lamb (2 carcases) 56 1lbs.
Beast livers (2) 29 1bs.

The caueses of condemnation were Bone Taint,
Emacintion and Cirrhosis of Livere.
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Other Foods.

Meat and other food shops were visited and the
following foods were found to be unfit for humean
consunmption on examination and were destroyed.

Dacon 9% 1bs.
Margarine 18 1lbs.
utter 41y 1lbss
Cheoase & lbs.

Dates 70 1bs.
Rolled Oats 3 lts.
Kipnpers 100 1lbs.
Herring kilts(Roes) 48 1bs.
FPiga 7?7 lbs.
Apricots 3% 1lus.
Butter Desans 288 1lbs.,
Prunes 14 1lbs.

Tinned Foods.

Corned B2efl (6 1lb.tina) 8.

do do kl 1b. tins) 115
Stewed Steak 21.
Pork Ssuscge Meat 2 .
M. 0. R. =
M. & V. Ration 2 ¢
Stack & Kidney Pudding 4.,
Meat & Vegetables 51.
Veal Roll 2.
Potted Meat 1a
Bacon 1.
Heef Roll 2 e
irish Stew D
Mincamsat Leaf e
calmaon E.
ollt 1.
Sardines p
Halk 3 .
Crawfish 1 i
Cod Roes 1L
FPrawns o
Herring oSprsad 67 «
Pilchairds 9.
fish Pastes 2

10.
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Tinned Foods (cont).

[£)]

umm

Evaporaved Milk 71.
Condensed Milk 8.
Beans 90 s
Pegs 11.
Spaghetti 2.
Jam 10.
Syrup 1.
Plums 1.
Peaches ¥ .
Damsons 1.
Pgars 1.
Fruit Pudding 2
Marmaladse 2
Pate De Fois 2e
Soups 15.
Beetroot 1
Tonmatoes 5
Carrots !
Potatoes 1,
Vinegar 2.
Pickles 6181.

ary of Sanitary Inspector's and Survevor's Report.

|

s

ew Streets :nmd Buildings.

|

Total Wumber of Plans approved 38,
Plana apprcved for New Houses 10.
Plens approved for Other Buildings 28,

New Housea completed =
By Local Authority under

Housing Acts 31 .

By Private Enterprise D
Conversions and Adaptaetions - family units 5.
Other Buildings completed 19.
Drains iaid to above yards 949,
Gullies laid to above 109 .
Connections i¢ sewer 23,
Vant ehafts fixed 35 a
Iasypsctiiosn Chambers built 49.
Waior (losats fixed 64 .
Casspcols O






Intercepting Traps fixed

Beths
th“.
ulP o=

fixsd
orv besins fixed
) i L

Duet Bine vrovidad

Housing Acts

& Public Health Acts.

Houses in Clesrance Areas to be demolished
Houses under Demolition Orders to be

Houses

demolished
demolished

Statutory Notices served

Informal

Notice

s complied with

Hotices served

Legal Proceedings taken
House roofs renewed or repaired

Houss

Houses provided with improved light

windows repaired

Houses provided with improved ventilation
House chimneys repaired
floors renewed or repaired

]
n
it

IntaruhT

ceilings renswed or repsired
walls (external) repaired or

plastersd

aves gulters renewed or repaired

wall plaster repaired

House dreains relaid or repaired

New dr
Cu 1lig
Interc
New a1

ains laid
8 fixed

opting Treaps fixed

nks fixad

Sinks renewed and repaired

oink waste pipes renewed and repaired

We C.
New W.
W. C's

Hoofs repaired
C.'s fixed
rebuilt

Ww. C. pans renewed or repaired
We. C. hopper pan replrsced by pedestal pan

W. C.o cisterns renewed or repalred

New bvaethe fixsd
Inspaction Cheambers huilf
Ingvaction Chambers rep
NHow Vert slalts fixed

Maw .
Water

A. T. Tixed
S8rViCa Dipas

ired

rgpalred

yards

16.
40,
42,
71.
39.






