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ROYSTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH for the year

Ending DECEMBENR 31st, 1946,

To the Chalrman and ilcmbera of the Council.

Mr, Chairman, Laedies and Gentlomen,

I am pleased to submit my Annual Report which
covers the period last., Jenuery to 3lst, December, 1946,

This is & condensed summ&ery of the conditions
affecting the health of the district and some of the
particulars it has been usual to publish &re naturally
rostricted,

My thanks ere due to the Sanitary Inspector
for his help during the year and in the preparation of
this Re DQI‘t . }

Section A,

Stetistics ond Soclal Conditions of the District,

Area (in ELGI'GS'J s s TR Y 1626

Residentiel Population --
(Rogistrer General's figure) ... sss 4265

Number of Inhabited Houses e e 1260
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Sum represented by a penny rate . ore £101 « 1
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Vital St%ﬁiﬂtics.

Blr:hs,

m———— e

Ilegitimate ~ Mele, 36, Female, 35;) Total 77,
Illegitinate -~ Male, 3, Female, 3;) Birthrate 18,C

Birthrate for England & Yales 19,1,
Deatha,
Male, 18, Female, 39, Total 62, Death-rate 13.4,

Death~rate for England & "ales 11,5,

8till Births,
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8till Birth-rate for England & Walesa 0,89,

Infant Mortality,

Legitimate ~ Male,. 0; Female, 1;) Total 1,
Tllegitimate - Male, O; Femalse, 0;) Rate per 1000
live births 13,

Infant Mortality raete for England & Wales 43,

Infectious Discasss,

The following cases were notifled:-

Thooping Cough e ses soe 8
Infective Hepatitis, T i 2

Vo cases of Scarlet Fover or Nigphutherla occurred,
The prineipal causes of doath were:-

Diaa&ae of Circulatory System see &
"  Pulmonary Syste G
Tuberculosis {pulmonary} i wia
I‘#ﬂli{;nant Disegase sue P~ e
Prematurity or Congenital Defect
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TOBE: _ULUSIS,

Notlfications of Tuberculosis for the year 1946.
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" It will be seen that thers was nc death from prevantable
disease gc we know 1t today, ard only cne infanitile deaih,
This, of course, geve a very satisfacbory infanuile deaih

rage, The biri:k rate s «tlll below thpt'bf the coyntry
generally, arnd it lg¢ Inbercsilng that There was no ra.e
-3
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death from molignent diseags, ltoyston has come through
the war yosra with & good health reocord,
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Watier Supply.

—_————

The whole of %tho district ls supplied with water
from the chalk by the Royzton Water Company, by a piped
supply «f excallent gquality.

N¢ shertags was experienced durihg the jear,

4 bacgteoriclogical exncwinations wore rode during ohe
year,

Chemicel Analysis ic az foliowes .

Physical Examination

Appearance Glear
Colour ona
Odonr I'one

Chemical Apalysis (expressed in parts por 100,000

Suependad Sclida s s saw MLl
Dissclved Solida PR g R PSP
Chloride {as Cla) ... “os g e
Frea Ammonia RN e ess 0,008
£lbuniinoid Armonin .. A ess 0,0045
Iiitrﬂtﬂ‘ ‘-ﬂﬂ I"TP:I' "R 80 "R 004\3
Nitrata 3 5 s sas  wew. wory Peint
Ltrace,

Okyger conaumed
from Tevrmengenate

(4 hrs. at EG“F,} Eah e sss DgDD93 {ﬂ/ﬁﬂ}

p-FI 13]1.-1'3 [ B BN [ B B - "N TIE

Tomporary Hardness ... cen sns ABLHE

Permancht Hardnogs ,.. ki saw 0 EoEE
Conclusion,

The water is in & setiafoniory chemicecl, physical
ard bacteriological conditicni andi .s sultcble for drinking
pur poses,






section B,

General FProvision of Health Services,

Public Health Officialas:
(8) Medical,

The Medicel Officer of Health is a part-time
officer holding 2 Diploma of Publiec Health,

(b) Sanitary,

The Senitary Inspector holds a Certificate of
the Royal Sanitary Institutec as a Sanlteary
Inspector and also &s &n Inspector of Meat and
Foods,

He also holds the sppointment of Surveyor to
the Council,

(e) Clerical,

One male clerk,

Sewerage and Dralnape,

£

£ new houses built Ly private enterprise were
connected to the sewerapr. system during the year,

1 new htouse wia Crained te a ceaspool

temporarily avalting a short sewer extension before
connection thereto,

Sewage Disposeal.

The Sewage Farm, situated ncer the nortl
eastern boundary of the U.ven District, covers 1l6x
acres of land, and the mothod of disposal of sewage
ia by a system of broad irrigation,

Approximately 3% acres of the land are
planted witﬁ aoft fruis trecs, and during the war, 8
local farmer wax allowed to cron the remalinder of the
lard in the intsrestve of focof preductlon,






A very considerable increase in the qguantity
of sewege hag taken place slnce the Sewage Farm was
laid out in 1903, and considerable difficulty has
arlisen in lzte years in disposing of the sewage over
the lawd so ag not to cause water logging and alckneas
and to e2xacure proper filtration., This difficulty is
particuiarly caute on the portion of land avellable
for the disncassal of sevags from ths north west portion
of the towr incigding the P, 0., W, Camp, in which
area the Council's Hcusing Bstate will eventually
result in 3 further 84 houses being connected to the
sewer, thus furcher increasirg the difficulties of
satisfactory disposal,

Refuse Removal & Disposal,

Increasing difficulties were met in maintaining
a weekly collection of house and trade refuse, arising
from the slow and inadequate system in operation, which
is nowadays incapable of efficiently carrying out the

job,

The vehlcle used for refuse collection is a
horse drawn cart with wooden body fitted with sllding
covers and mounited on pneumatic tyred wheels, whieh
replaced the original wooden wheels in 1936, This eart
was purchased in 1912 gnd has been in continual uss
ever since, It is now nearly worn ocut and quite
inadequate for present day requirements,

The rising costs 4f horse hire, and labour
diffienlties, drring 1945. c2used anxiety,

The couws of refuse cellectinn rose to 14/84,
per ton, a considorsble incrcoasc on previoua years,
and onc which neceds to be appreciably lowoered by tho
adoption of up to dete mcthods of collection,

The Councill have given carolul ccnalderation
to this matter, and have ccme bto the decclslion that

the work can be more econ..ilzali :-ua officiontly
carried out by direct laboupr withh a motor vehicle,

At the end of the ycar it hed been declded
to oxamine wvarilous tyres cf wohileles with the object

]

of o®itaining tho ono moel suibable fov ledni sonditionsa.
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Disposal of refuse is carried out by tipping at
the Sewage Ferm Tip at Coombes Hole &nd every effort has
been made tials year to bring the tip into a cleaner and
more sanitary zondition following the neglect which
cceurred during tie war years due to the acute shortage
af labour, Unfortunetely the labour situetion did not
@llow of all the work contemplated belng carried out,
and we are still faced with the disposal of the large
accumalation of tins left at the end of the war, The
flattening and sprec.iag of these tins so that the same
can be covered over without daenger of forming & harbourage
for rats mast be undertzken at the first opportunity.
General straightening and cleaning up of the tip has been
done along with the formation of a firm approach rozd and
the making and keeping of a clean tip feca,

Disposal costs for the year work out at 1/8%d,
per ton of refusc,

Rat infestatlon on the tip and also on the
Sewage Farm hos becn kept down by rcgular baiting and
poisoning carried out by the Rodent Control staff of
the Herts, War Agricultural Commlittee and the County
Council under contract wlth the District Council,
Though we cannot clalm the area 1s cntirely free Irom
rata, there 1s no doubt *the breeding of these rodents
has been severely restrictcd and thelr numbers kept low,

SALVAGE,

The collectlon ¢f waste paper and rags was
continued duri=ag the year Jrom dwelling housca and
shop premlscs,

This collection 1s of necessity separate
from that of rofusc collcctlon, duc to the small capecity
of the refuyse vehicle and the impracticebility of using
g trailer in conjunction with the horse drawn cart,
This results in & high collectlon cost, which, together
with the coat of sorting and baling of thc salvege,
results ln the total costs cxrcoding the amount realised
from the sale of the sclvag:d motorials,

The total weight of zclvagod matorials collected
during the year amounted to &3 Ucns 1l cwhs, which
rcalised a sum of £149 - 5 - O,






It is anticlipsted that when a motor raofuse
vchicle is acquired, the work of rcfuse and salvage
collcction cin bec combined, with @ considorable lowecring

of the cost of co;lrctlon, rcsulting 1n Zn oxXcess of
Income from gelvaged matorials over cxpenditure,

Salvaged mutar;uld are stored, sorted, baled and
bundled at the Council's Highwey Decpot in Quocns Road,
and the work 1s cérricd out in cn opon frontod shed
undcr cramped &nd oxposed conditiona, thore boing a
lack of covored accommodation available at the Depot,

HOUS ING.,

Bullding Progromme,

The Council's Post War Housing Prugrgmﬁa provides
for the croction of 20 houscs on the Duy's Close Site
and 85 houses on tho Orchard Road 3ite,

Day's Glose Site,

Site Preparotion Works woroe cormenced on this
site et the beginning of fhe ycar and roeds, sewers and
other servicecs werc lald before the ercction of houses
commenced, The completion of Sitc Preparation Morks
(surfacing of roads cnd laying of footpaths) hss been
left until the houses arc &t or ncar completion.

The erectlon of houses was commenced in January
apd &t the cnd of the yeor 18 houses were in course of
congtruction, ¢nd the first 4 houses were nearly ready
for occupation, Theosco houses comprise 16 with three
bedrooms &nd 2 vith four bedrooms.

Orechard Road Site,

In April, the Site Preperstion Works were
commenced on this site, and concrete roads and footpeths
woere formod and sewers lsld before ballding oporations
commenced,

In June,the ercction of : 1 housecs was begun, and
in September a further 44 houvcg were started, Of these
44 . houses, 4 arc to bc of trs bedroom typoe, 24 of three
bedrooms, and 16 of four brdrooms,

Be






The rate of progress in tho complotion of houses
has becen disappointing, but very great difficulties due
to shortages in labour £nd materials havé had to be mot,
and many obstaclcs overcome to maintain progress at the
meXirum rate possible,

HOUSING ACT 193¢,

Duo to the great amount of timo nocessarily
oxpended on ncow housing works znd in other diroctions,
it has been impossible to carry out much work in the
rc-condlitioning and ropair of old property, and no formel
ection under tho Housing Act was tsken during the year,

6 houscs 1n Clearance Arcas and 1 house on which
@ Demolition Ordecr is operetive arc still awaiting
demolition.

Informel action was taken where essentisl repairs
to rocfs, walls, floora, windows, ceilings, caves gubtters
ené downpipcs etec. were nocessary, with satisfactory
rocsulta,

Control of Civll Bullding.

The Senitary Inspoctor and Surveyor has been
dcsignated ss the officer responsible for the lssue of
Building Licecncea on bohalf of tho Ministcr of Works
under Defenco Ragulation 56A,

During 1946, 6 liccnces for the oroction of
new Gwelling houscs were ilssued, and three of thoae
houses were comploted ond occupied by the end of the
yoar,

Two licencces were issued for the conversion of
oxlsting buildings into dwelling @aocommodation at an
ostimatod cost of £1225,

304 othor cpplicaticns to carry out bullding
works were received during th- ycec~, ~f which 12 wore
rofused &8s being for work not cons.dercd cssentiol at
the present time,

19 licences were 1lssucd for work of structurel
altorations or odditions at propertics at on estimated
cost of £2859, Thaoso works included the provision of
adéitional bedrooms, W, C's, bathrooms, garages etec,

d,






<73 licences were 1ssued for essential works and
repairs to prerertica of a total estimatad eost of
£12,819,

0f the

0 1
houses and 35

9 no 184 wore in respect of dwelling

iizenses
in res pEnE of other buildings,

The works licensed included the repalr or renewal
of roofs, eaves gutters and downplpes, drains, exterpal
walls, internal wall plaster, ceilings, chimney stacks,
floors, cooking and heeting apparatus, water closets,
sinks, baths and lavatory basins, the repair and paint-
ing of external wood and ironwork, internal redecorations,
inatallation of electricifervices and other essen%*ial
works to bring property up to a reassonable standard of
repalr,

The sorting of aspplications, the 1napection of
properties to verify the essentiallty of the works
proposed, the inspection of works in progress and the
considerable amount of office work entailled in the
issue of licences, &dded greatly to the work of the
Inspector and his clerk and proved a severe strain
throughout the year,

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FQOD,

Milk.,

There are three milk producers in the district,
one of whom is licensed by the County Council for the
production of Tuberculin Tested Milk,

Two of the producers are elso reteil purveyors
of milk in the district and three other retail
purveyors obtain their milk from outside the district,

Inspoctions of the farms end dairies were made
and samples cf milk taken in accordence witn the Milk
(Special Designations) H“Hulatlﬁnﬂ 19036,/46 gave results
which complied with the strndard

10,






Meat.

Ne slaughtering of anicals 13 csrried out in the
district.

Meat in the butchcrs shops has becn inspected,
and the fo¢llowing ~ertified as unfit fer human consumption,

Boef (Home Killed) 184 1lha, (Foreign) 20 1bs,
Lamb (Home Killed) 8 1lbs, (Foreign) 14 1lbs,
The causes of condemnation were abscesses in
musculature, bruising and injury with consequent
decomposition, Bone Taint and emaciation,

Other Foods,

Meat and other food shops were visited and the
following foods were found to be unfit feor human -

consumption on examination and were destroyed.

New Zealand Checse 10 lbs,

Bacon 38+ 1bs,
Fige 18 lbs,
I'ates 10 lbs.,
Larley l4 lbs,
Pranan 10 1lbs,
3ay2 Flour 6 lbs,

Bloceuits & 1b,

Whezs Flakes e pkta.,
Pudding Powder 100 pkts,

Iinned Fooda.

corned Beef (6 1b, tins) 24

do @&o {2 b, Hina) i

do e (1 1h, tlna) 3
atewed Stealu L7
Pork Sausage liest 10
M, @, R. 3
Lemon Curd L2
M. & V, Ratlon H
Lamb Tongue ik
Steak & Kidney Pudiing 8
Meat & Vepetbables 3






Salmon 2
Brisling

Pilchurds 1
Crawi ish

Sardines

Fish Pasto

Evaporated Milk 7
Condonaed HMllk
Beans

Peoas

Spaghettl

Jam

Syrup

Plums

Date Pudding
Soups

(8} o
MR MDNDORIOFRRDHOAHO

Summary of the Ssnitary Inspector's and Surveyor's

Report,
New Streets and Buildings.

Total Nymber of Flans approved 29
Plans approved for New Houscs o
Plans approved for other bulldings 18

Vow Houscs comploted:-
By TLocal Authority under

Housing Acts 0

By Private Enterprise 3
Other bulldings coumpleted 10
Drains leld to above vards 200
Gullies laid to above 18
Conncctions to scwer 4
Vent Shafts fixed 7
Inspection Chambers bullt 12
Water Closets fixed ik
Cosspeols (tomporary) 1
Intcrecpting Traps fixcd 5
Baths fixed b
lavatory Basins fix | 15
Sinks fixcd &
Dust Bins provided 9

13,






Housing Acts & Public Healih Acts etc.

Houscs Inapcetod, Housing Acts 18
Houscs in Cleurunca Areas e bo demolished &
Houaz2z uwpnder Domwliticn COrdcrs wo be
tomolisheod a
Houses Demolished 0
Statutors Notlcea reoived 0
Informal Noticcs scrved 39
Notices complied with 36
Legal Proceedings taken 0
House roofs renewed or rcpaired 35
House windows repalred 44
Housea provided with improved light 3
Houses provided with lmproved ventilation 3
House chimneys repaired g
" eceilings renewed or rcpaired 16
"  floors rencwed or repaired 20
"  walls (extornal) repaired or plastered 20
"  gaves gutters renewed or repeired 20

Internal wall plaster repaired

Houses re-draincd

New drains laid yerds
Gulliss fixed

Intercepéing Traps fixed

Noew sinks fixed

Sinks rencwed and repaired

Sink waste pipes roncwcd and repaired
W. C. roofs repeired

New W, C's fixed

w,., C. pens ronewed or repaired

W, C., hopper pun replaced by pedestal pan
W. C, ciastcrns renewcd or rcpaired
Now baths f1:ed

Inspection Clirdoera bulis

Inapoction Chamber cover rcnewcd

Now Vent Shafts fi.ad

New P, A, I. fixed

Woter service plpes repaired

Dampness romodied

Yards paved cor repaired

Sub floor ventilation iamroved
Dangerous cellar flaps reptircd

Now larders provided

Cooking ranges renowed or rcpaired
Hot water systems réncwed or repaired
Stalrcases repaired

=
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External docrs ropalired
Dangorous woll rebuilt
Blocked drairs clearsd and clecanaed
Accunulctior? of rubbish removed
Housos disinfecied
Bakehouscs inspected
Bakehouse flocrs rcncwed

s walls cleansed

b ccilings repaired and cleansed
Cowsheds and Dairics inspected
Dairy roofs renewcd
Dairies cleansed and limcwashcd
Factorics inspccted
Weshing facllitles provided in factory
Hot wator provided in factory
Artificisl light provided in factory
Heating provided 1n factory

(ST v
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The number of imspcctions carried out during tho year
are shown 1in the following summary.

Defoctz under the Housing Acts ... e 48
Dofects under the Public Health Acts <. 162
Dofocts under the Factory Act ... ese 12
Proventiocn of Infectious Dissases R 10
Cowsheds & Dairics Ordors . oo see 42
F'ODd Ei’lﬂpﬂ f Storcs e "] aaw 45
Provention of NMulsanecos  see ‘v aien 198
Houso Drailncgc o .o " E LS
Supervision of Rcfuse Collection & Disposal 176
Supﬂ]‘?iﬂiﬂn of Salvagce e e T 108
Housing Managemont e e e ees 262
Rats & Mice Dcatruction ... o 0o 32

S, M, JACKSON

Sanitary Inspector & Surveyor,
EREMLAEENDNN IR L@ S
I am,
Mr, Chairman, Ladles & Gentlemen,
Your Obediont Servant
NORMAN MACFADYEN,

Medical Off icer of Health,

14.
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