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ROYSTON {QURBAN DISTRICT COJNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH for the Yoar

Ending DECEMBER 31lst, 1945, /

Tg the Chairman and lMembers of the Council,
Mr, Chairmen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to submit my Annual Report which
covers the period lst, January to 3lst, Decomber, 1945.

As 1n previous war years, this is & condensed
summary of concditions affecting the health of the district
and some of the particulars it has been usual to publish
are naturally restricted,

My thcnks cre due to the Sanitary Inspector

for his help during the year and in the preparation of
this Report.

Section A,

ctatlistlca and Social Concditions of the District,

Area (in acres) ..o 8 i n'n 1626

Resldentisal Population
(Resistrer Gencral's figure) ees e 4369

Mumber of Inhebited Houses o n P 1256
Rateable Value see wes eee £26,499,

Sum represented by a penny rate £105,
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Vital Statisties,

Births.

Legitimato - Male, 35; Female, 33;) Total 80.
Illegitimate - Male, 10; Female, 4;) Birthrate, 18,3,

Deaths .

Male, 27. PFemale, 35, Total 62. Death-rate 14,

Still Births,

legitimate - Male, 2; Female, 23) Total 5.

Illegitimate -~ Male, 0; Femals, l1;) Still-birth-
rate 1,14,
(per 1000
population)

Infant Mortality.

Legitimate - Male, l; Female, 0;) Totul B2,

Illegitimate -~ lzle, l; Femals, 0;) Rate per 1000
birtha 25,

Infectious Disecscs.,

The folloing cacea were notified:-

scarlet Fever iaw 'R 2
Meas lcs i Rijeig wiaipil 00
Gatﬂrrilﬂl Jﬁunﬁ-iﬂ-n e “-ea 5
Infective Jaundice ,, wvs 2

The principal causes of dexth 712re:-

Disoase of Circulatory System ... 2D

" i Pulnrion iry E‘}'S tom R o
Tuberculosis (puimonary) ... .8 1
Malignant Growth e i svos 10
Infantile Diarrhcea ., T Sl il






S.

There were no deaths from materr.l cauysas or the
usual infectious diseases,

This year the Vital Statistics are almost as gocd aa
can bc expected. Thers is avidence of an agelng population
with almost as mwany births as to procace a stationary
populaticn, This ghould not ‘be culte good enough for
Reyston, UYihs geueral health has hssn well meintained gad
unprecodanted «fter six yeazrs of turmolil, overcrowding
and anxisty, !

Section B,

General Provision of Hoalth wervicoes,

le Public Health Officials:
(a) Medical,

The Medical Officer of Health is a part-time
officer holding a Diploma of Public Health,

(b} Ssanitary.

The Sanitery Inspector holds a Certificate of the
Royal Sanitary Institute as a Senitary Inspector
and also as an Inspector of Meat and Foods,

{c) Clerical,

One nele clerk,

Water Bunplz.

Water from the chalk is supplied to the whole of .o
district by the Royston Vater Company.

The supply is piped and of excellent quality and no
shortage has been expericiced c.ring the yoer.

Bacteriologicel exawinctions of the raw water were
made during the year and alio of the water galxg lnto
Supply after treatment, The examinations show the water
to be free from pathogenic organisms.

Chemical analysis were elso made and show the wster
to be of a high degree of organlc purity, end froo fronm
plumbosolvent cection,.






vewerage and Drajnage,
Noltiew bullding weok was carried cub Juring the voar
gngd o new cchncctions wore made to the sswaruge systben

hefise lemoval apnd Dispcsal,

The weskly collection of house ard trade refuse was
mailntained in spicve of labour alfficulties,

The cost of collection &nd dilsposal of house refuse
was 1l4/6d. per ton,

The tip at the Sewage Farm is a source of enxiety,
dua to the dlfficulty of providing sufficient labour for
levelling and covering refuse to keep the ares in a
sanitaery cordition, The large accumulation of tins dumped
during the war years end vhich were impossible to dispose
of , form an ideal harbourage for rats, and the only remedy
13 the flattening end spreacding of the tins a¢ that the
game can be covered over., This 1s an cxponse which will
have to be faced in the neor futurc,

The rat populction on thoe tip and Sowzge Form is
ept within recason by the rfﬁulrr baitlng end poisoning
carried out under contract with the Council by the staff
of the Herts, War Agricultural Executiva Comn itteu.

Selvage,

Viaeste paper, rags, boncs, scrap metal etc,
collected during the year armounted to a total weight of
77 tons Y cwts, which realized a sum of £223,

The cost of collecting, sorting and baling was
lower thesn the preceeding year, due to re-orieénisation
of the method of collecting erd hendlling, but was still
glightly in excess of thec ilncoiwo derived from the sale of
the salvaged meterlals.

Tha falling off in the weight of waste paper
collected “cntiruﬁd Guring tho yeer. Householders &ppedr
to be loaing thelr erthusiasm for salvage though the reed
for maintaining thc seving of waste materlials 1s still
very great throughout the country.






Housing.,

Once again no formal actioh undesr the Housing
acts was talen and the demolition of € houses in Clearance
Areas is still ebeyence, #3 a result of informal action,
urgent ropeirs to dcfective roofs, floors, sanitary
conveniences. wall p-sstar . windows etc. were carried
cut.

Inspacticon and Supervision of Food.

Milk,

Three rilk procducers carry on business in the
@istrict, one »f which (A.A,llorton, Flint Hezll Ferm),
brought his premises up to the standard for the production
of Tuberculii Tested Milk, and st the end of the year,
was licersed@ by the County Council for the production of
such designated milk,

Regular inspection of the farms and dalries were
made and samples of milk were talen for bacteriologicel
examination &nd for keeping yuality.

Meat.
No slaughtering of animcls is carried out in the

glatrict,

O0thor PFoods,

Butchers shops, bokehouses and othcr food shops
were visited periodicelly and the followlng foods were
examined and condemned as unfit for humen consumption.

Butter 43 .us,
Flgs L0 lbs,
Choese 7+ 1lbs,
Biscults o 1lbs,

Theat Flaskes
etc. 7T pkts,






Tinned Foods:

Mackerel 5 Pilchards 88
Herrings 1l . Crawfish 2
Salmor 7 Blcater Paste 24
couh i Marme lace 1
Sy 1 Beans 45
Feas a3 "1lk 02
Mezas Roll, Siasage Meat, Steak,

Puryx Luncheon Megt eto,. ol,

Summery of the Sanltary Inspector's Report,

dousing ﬂ* and Public ilealth fcta ete.

Tne oumber ¢f inapections carried out during ths
3

year are shcwn in the rollowlpg summary,

Defects unCrr the Housing Acts ... ces 53,
Defects undei tno Public Heelth Acts ... 139,
DPefects under the Factory & "orkshcps Acts B,
Preverticn of Infectious Discasocs e 7
Milk & Dairies Orders Sk S ST €4,
Food Shops & Storce S oo ere 96,
Provention of Nulsances ... e ooe 239,
House Drainage N e . via 1€,
Supervision of Refuse Lnllect‘an & Dlisposal 184.
Supervision of Sealvage e S ek 146,
Housling Management ... .ss ssa sss 409,
Ratas & Mice Destruction ... i . 41,
Unclaﬂsifir?d a d @ i@ a - & L N | 322"

ER AR CRAERILHIGER R

I anm,
Mr, Cheirman, Ladies & Gentlemen,

Your Obedient Serveant,
(Signed) 1NORMAN MACFADYEN,

Medical Officer of Heazlth.
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