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To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee

Appointment System in Gensral Practice

A third of all practices are now on appointment systems. The great
majority of doctors and patients are satisfied with their working. The
waiting times for patients are halved, Host patients are punctual
in keeping their appointments and only ten per cent are more than five
minutes late,.

The success of the system depends to a large extent on the
organising ability of the receptionists and their attitude to the patients.
On an average, receptionists' working times have to be increased by 10 to
12 hours per week per doctor.

It is considered that an appointment system causes a decrease in
trivial consultations and an increase in non-trivial cnes.

Chil Ca

The main causes for children being admitted to Children's Homes are
the illnesa, confinement or desertion of the mother.

In spite of the continudl improvement in housing, bad home conditions
are given as an increasing cause for the removal of children to the care
of the local authorities.

It is generally acknowledged that a child is better bruughﬁ up in
a family than in an institution, no matter how kindly and carefully run,
80 that children'e departments are placing more children with foster
parents than formerly and legal adoptions continue to rise.

Congenital Dislocation of the Hip
One of the greatest successes in recent years has been the

disappearance of cases of congenital dislocation of the hip due to a
test carried out Ey‘Eaalth Visitors and doctors in all babies born in
the district shertly after birth.

Two recent cases which were detected and successfully treated
emphasize the value of the Ortolani Test. By making simple movements
of the child's legs a click can be detected in cases where the head of
the femur is outside ite socket. With splinting, the head of the femur
can be held in place asoc that the child, usually a girl, is able to walk
like & normal person and avoids the severe crippling of a dislocated hip.
Early Di of Maternity Patients

Thirteen thousand maternity cases in different parts of the country
have been discharged home after 48 hours and it has been found in practice
that there is no additional risk to the mother and child provided the
cases are aelected and provided there iz adequate help in the home after
discharge.

An inereasing number of mothers are asking to go home at an
increasingly early date after delivery.



Aid for the Dissbled

One of the shocks a patient commonly experiences on becoming
seriously disabled is to find how many activities that he formerly took
for granted are now beyond his ‘resch. Instead of trying to get up the
imposing flight of steps to the public library or cinema, +ip Which
normal folk skip so blithely, he prefers not to use the library or
cinema at all.

It is estimated that one in seven of the population has a permanent
physical disability or an infirmity asscciated with age, so that some
regard for their needs is necessary in the deaign of buildinga. Thia
is particularly required in buildings for old people, in schoole and
hospitals, but they might be incorporated in shops, stores, churches,
libraries, hotels and cinemas,

A new code of practice is published by the British Standarde
Institution, setting out the requirements of the disabled.

Place of the Manta He ad

Although the cost of maintaining subnormal patients in hosapital
is low - £9 per week, compared with £38 in children's hospitals - there
is no doubt that most of these cases are better in the community earning
their living in simple occupations or attending the Training Centre
where they can carry out simple work under supervision. There ias no
evidence that the prevalence of low-grade mentally subnormals is
inereasing.

The subject is reviewed in the report of a Royal Commission recently
published.

Scabies

This disease has become more common recently in a nation-wide
epidemic.

I mite burrows into the skin and causes redness and itching. The
disease is spread by personal contact and whole families become infected.

There is some evidence that benzyl benzoate is not proving so
effective in curing the disease as it was in the War years and a new
preparation is being tried locally.

A common cause of failure is that all contacts must be treated.
These include the boy friend, grannie in bed upstairs, and the lodger
in the back room.

Much more thorough treatment is reguired.
dgian I ta

In some districts of the West Riding, the health of Asian
immigrants is one of the main social problems. The chief hagards are
pulmonary tuberculosis, venereal disease, hookworm infection and
accidents due to unfamiliar surroundings.

The infant mortality of Asian immigrants scon falls to that of
the English population of similar housing and employment backgrounda.
Hotifications of tuberculosis and veneraal disesse decline rapidly and
the health problem becomes little different from those of our own

population.




The pattern of immigration is changing, male workers are no
longer arriving in large numbers but their families are coming and are
making a considerable impact. Patienceis needed to give help and
advice ageinst a background of different cultures and langusges.
hAcute Poisoning

Each year, 36,000 patients are admitted to hospital with acute
poisoning and 6,000 people die of it. About two-thirds of the
patients are suffering from overdoses of sedatives and, above all,
from barbiturates. ~This is not surprising when it is realised that
30 million prescriptions for sedative drugs are dispensed annually
in England and Wales alone.

A proposal has been put forward that intensive care units should
be set up in hospitala. 4 less direct method would be to discourage the
excessive demand by the general public for tablets.

Distribution of Dentists
1 dg is the case with so many other services, London and the Home
Counties have an unfair share of dental attention.

The ratio of dentists to population is one to 2,418 in London,
one to 2,925 in Hidﬂlaaet, while in the unfortunate North, theze is
one dentist to 7,176 pecple in Durham and orie dentist to 7,546 in
Staffordshire. ;

Dr. Davies, County Dental Officer, estimates that the West
Riding proportion is one dentist to 7,000 populaticn, but this figure
does not include County Boroughs as is the basis of the Ministry
statistics, .

Spread of Influenza

& gpecial investigation carried out among children in South
Yorkshire by Professor Stuart Harris of Sheffield University, has
added to our knowledge upon influenza. This must be an encouragement
to the parents of children who suffered some discomfort during the
blood sampling and nasal swabbing of the past three-years.

Results of research are rather complicated and difficult to
underatand, but in plain terms, it is now possible to measure the
kaaintanua of different groups of the population to the various
varieties of influenza and tell whether an epidemic due to A2 or B
viru;, for example, is likely. Theoretically, it should be posaible
to vaccinate the population with a particulsr strain of influenza
when the resistance of the population to this virus is low. In this
way, epidemica could be prevented.

Drug-taking by the Young

Drug-taking in this area has not reached the serious proportions
experienced in large cities such as London and Birmingham, mainly
because there is no well-organised source of supply.












The Clean Air Act is helping to clear the air of smoke, but the
removal of sulphur dioxide presents a greater problem. There hes been
a decrease in that of fuel o0il, mest of which has a high sulphur
contents 1In factories, the most practicable way of limiting pollution
from sulphur dioxide at present is by sending it aloft by suitable
chimmeys anl with a high apeed of emission 2o that the gas iz diluted
before coming down again. X

Smoke and sulphur dioxide ave only indices of air pollution.
There are other harmful substances which contribute to the production
of chronic bronchitis and worsen the plight of the patient with
chronie lung disease.

Air Pollution from Car Exhaust Gases

From lst January, 1968, new cars sold in the U.5.A. are not
permitted to discharge more than 26 carbon monoxide and 375 parts per
million of hydrocarbons in their exhaust gases when their engines are
less than 2% litres.

These pollution levels are exceeded by all cars in this country.

Carbon monoxide is ususlly 4 per cent of exhaust gases, increasing
to B per cent when the car is decelerating or idling. Carburetters
usually operste on & richer mixture than is necessary for complete
combustion.

It seems likely that some injection system will becoms necessary.

The problem is one of importance from the public health point of
view. Air pollution is particularly bad in prolonged traffic blocks
in large cities.

Holidays in &

150 cases of typhoid fever are notified in England and Wales
each year and half of these are contracted om helidays abroad. i
very much larger number of visitors abroad suffer from symptoms of
food poisconing.

The risgk of infection is very considerably reduced by taking
precautions with drinking water and food. Only bottled water or boiled
water should be consumed and food should only be taken from reliable
premises where it is prepared under hygilenie conditions.

Toe prevent typhoid T.A.B. injections reduce the risk by'TEﬁ but
tend to cause severe reactions and are hardly justified before a
two-week holiday.

Computer Hecords

From lst July, a computer record will be made of all children
born in the area and notices will be sent from the computer when
immmnisation injections are due and when medical examinations are

necessary.












population.

507 deaths were allocated by the Registrar Cemeral to the Rotherham Rural District area for the year under review.
The crude death-rate was 7.8 per thousand and the comparability factor was 1.49, giving a comparable rate of 11.5 per thousand

The national rate was 11,2 per thousand.

Total | Under |4 weeks and hge in Years
SOEEEECE PO A T liges 4 weaks | nailes e -
1 year 1- 5= [15= [25= | 35= |45= |55= [65= L
la Tuberculosis, respiratory i u - - = - - - - = 1 gl
W m == el - - - - — - F — —
2. Tuberculosis, other M 1 = C = - - - - - - - 1
m - g - - L - - - - - - _l -
Bs Meningococcal Infecticns il 1 - = 3 - = - - = - |
F = - - - - - - - - = o
9. Other Infective and Parasitic Diseases | M - - - E - E E - = = = =
F il - 1 - - - - - 1 - - =
10. Malignant Neoplasm, stomach M 10 - - - - = - - = 4 41 2
11. Mslignant Neoplasm, Lung, bronchus M 19 - - - - - - 1l 2 5 &l 5
P 4 - - e e o T ] o ) s
12, Melignant Feoplasm, breast ' - - - | 5 - - - - - = =il 75
F 11 - - | = o s 14 41 21 2. 1 |
13. Malignant Weoplasm, uterus F 4 - - | = - - - - 2 - Lk
14. Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasmg M 29 = - 1 = 1 - = 3 g a| 6
F 18 - = e bis ] R I 1) 40 4.1 6] 1.
15. Leukaemias, Aleukasemia i 2 - - | = - - = - 1 T = =
w m - - m - - - - - - - - Fll
16. Diabetes M - = - = - - = - - = =1 =
P 3 - =i Jiod iod o] s lin ]l gl Wl g€
17. VYascular lesions of Nervous System B 31 - - G = - - - 1 B | 12 |10
P 35 - g [ ST [0 2O T (U [ e ) P

overleafl

B s E EE e R EEEEEEEE



j
DEATHS (Continued) seeveeeveoss

Sotal | tndes | F YR TT T ocey Age in Years
Cause of Death Sex (A1l Agea |4 weeks w,..ﬂ under | r _m.m__ e
. : VERE 1 1= | 5= 15 25 5= [4s- |55-

]

o
¥

|H B

=t
o
(%]
"o
=
o

_ i
18. Corcnary Disease, Angina 98 o =] gesdic i | 1 |

19, Hypertension with Heart Disemse

=

Lol ol Lo R s ot (TR I [ [ I T A o | I'«.DHMI#\-\J!GHNMIEDH
=

Ll L= (R | Nll—ll SR B 1L IthI @ 0 W bon e O e

1
i =

20. Other Heart Disease

i raji

1= 1

2l. ©Other Circulatory Disease

i
[

23. Pneumonia

24« Bronchitis

1
el

25, Other Diseases of Respiratory System

1 1
po———
i

26. WUlecer of Stomach and Tuodenum

I
(=]

27. Gaatritis, BEnteritis and Ddarrhoea

28« Nephritis and Hephrosis

£9. Hyperplasia of Froatate
31. Congenital Malformations

1
1
Lo |

1
1
I

12. DOther defined and ill-defined diseased

I

]
ﬂ;mmw G R O

i
I'.
i

-
==
o=l

3}. Motor Vehicle Acecldents

&

14. A1l other Acoidents

Lt
[
1
By Hp=ag e e oo ooy ooy o=faoa i llerl|| i

]
=
] T |

i
1
i

I—ll-lilr-"lf‘-"hblll|IIIIIIHJMM|HIHLHLHLIIH

35. Suicide

lll'lll]M-—-:il-—lfUtIiIIItIIIIIMIIlIIIII
I
]
]

H
m anl i
e

ot

n ny

o

P

=

o3

™
L 3
500
P =
w0
R

Total All Causes =

e I B o e STl T = T C = L] LV VR V) V= = - VR

2 Sl & po-afw
B il =0

11 3
5

[ ]

15

no e






















Instituti Ei
r r r .
i DETAI.L-3 i BIRTES TOTALS |
I Domiciliary Institutional
Live atill Live 3till |
Primary notifications i
recaived 609 5 1,259 [ 1,879
Inward tranafers | 4 - 887 34 Q25
Total notifications
received 613 5 2,146 40 2,804
Outward transfers 11 - 629 4 644
Total adjusted e :
notifications | 602 5 1,517 36 2,160 1
J
Midwifery

The most striking feature in the Midwifery Service was the
reduction in domiciliary confinements which fell to a new low
For many years, midwives attended over
. The reduction was due to increased
admissions to maternity homes and hospitals for short-stay admission

level of 611 deliveries.
1,000 home confinements.

of two to seven days.

extra cases due to the provision of extra beds.

It was necessary for midwives to give nuraing attention to the

Listerdale Maternity Home was able to admit

majority of hospital discharge cases and midwives paid 263 visits at

the request of the nospital staffs to assess the suitability of the
* home for demiciliary confinement or for early discharge.

- Ante-natal care was carried cut sytematically and relaxation
exercizes classes were held.

7 Instead of working in fixed districts, all Midwives were
allocated to the practices of family deoctors.

Four Midwives ﬁttEnded refresher courses, one midwife

and one resigned.

One new appointment was made.

retired

Domiciliaz

k. |
Number of deliveries attended by Midwives in the areq
during -the year
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Doctor not booked
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present at | present at !present at| present at Totals in
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'another). i
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