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Rotherham Rural District Council
ANNUAL REPORT, 1951

Comments,

I have made some cruel remarks from time to time in these reports about the bad
record of the district in baby care. All of them were deserved.

This year the story has changed. The number of babies lost in 1951 was approxi-
mately half of what it was three years before.

In the records 1 can find no freakish conditions which could have encouraged an
unusually low number of infant deaths. Instead there was an influenza epidemic
in January and Febroary, a measles epidemic in the first four months of the year and a
poliomyelitis outbreak from June to November, which might have caused serious trouble
among young children. These potentially harmful influences were successfully counter-
acted by the good attention given by the mothers — for motherly care iz more important
than anything else in the survival of young children. At meetings with family doctors,
midwives and health visitors, the importance of better infant care was firmly stressed.
The sanitary inspectors were also brought into the campaign by asking them to investi-
gate the housing conditions of all children who died. I believe that this concentration of
attention had an improving effect and hope that the favourable trend of the last three
years will continue.

I feel bound to mention the decreasing number of confinementsin the distriet which
take place in maternity homes and hoapitals. Only 42 per cent of mothers are now ahble to
gain admission to an institution, compared with the 70 per cent who could reasonably be
expected to apply if facilities were available.

No one is necessarily to blame for this state of affairs. A bigger birth-rate, fewer
nurses, difficulties in building hospitals and a longer stay in hospital all come into it
People from Rotherham Rural District have to take their place in the queue for beds along
with those from adjoining districts where the accommodation has been considerably re-
duced. I am happy to say that the district midwives have successfully tackled the larger
number of home confinements and that cases for admission to hospital have been selected
upon recommendations by their doctors based upon elinical conditions, or upon reports
by the Health Department upon their home circumstances. But the decline in admissions
goes on, The only compensating factor to look to in the near future is the gradually
diminishing birth-rate,

Wath Wood Isolation Hospital, which formerly admitted infectious diseases cases
from the Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield, Thrybergh and Dalton parishes, closed down as a
fever hospital at the end of 1951, The other isolation hospital at Swallownest is still
working away, but mainly on beds in the cubicle block. It is a quiet little place compared
with its earlier days when there were diphtheria or scarlet fever epidemics and seventy
cases or more in the wards. Everyone is pleased with the change. It is nice to think that
diphtheria has practically disappeared and that scarlet fever is so trivial a disease that
it can be easily nursed at home. The sententious remark Tempora mulantor, nos et
mutamur in illis is not appropriate here. These changes have not just happened aceiden-
tally. They have been brought about by the active measures taken ByHealth Authorities.

The happier attitude towards childbirth fever is on a similar footing. Treatment
with the penicillin group has made this a much safer disease.

Whooping cough immunisation has been begun by the County Council but here the
results have not been so successful.
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CLINICS HELD IN THE ROTHERHAM RURAL DISTRICT.

Infant Welfare Clinics.
Clinie and Time Doctor Attending

BRAMLEY ednesdays

Welfare Hall 2 — 430 pm, Dr. W. Land Dibb
CATCLIFFE Alternate Wednesdays

Mission Hall 2 — 4-30 p.m. Dr. R. G. Selby
CORTONWOOD Thursdays

Methodist Chapel 2 — 4-30 p.m. Dr. M. 8. Scott

Tuesdays

DALTON 8-30 — 12 noon Dr. G. H. Sedgwick

Nursery Hut 2 — 4-30 p.m. (p-m. only).
SWALLOWNEST Thursdays Dr. P. C. Menneer

Church Hall 10 am. — 4-30 p.m. (p.m. only).
THURCROFT Mondays

Methodist Chapel 2 — 4-30 p.m. Dr. J. O'Hara
WHISTON Thursdays

Church Institute 2 — 4-30 p.m, Dr. M. T. Jago

Ante-Natal Clinics.

BRAMLEY Alternate Tuesdays

Welfare Hall 2 — 4 pm. Dir. M. E. 1. Bolsover
CATCLIFFE Alternate Tuesdays

3 Rotherham Roacd 2— 4 pm. Dr. D. Pindar
CORTONWOOD 1st and 3rd Wednesdays

Methodist Chapel 2— 4 pm. Dr. D. Chapman
DavToN Mondays and Wednesdays

Nursery Hut 1-30 — 5 p.m. Dr. K. Garside
SWALLOWNEST Wednesdays

Church Hall 9-30 a.m. — 12-30 p.m. Dr. M. Hargan
THURCROFT 1st and 3rd Wednesdays

Methodist Chapel in month, 1-30 — 4 p.m. Dr. J. O'Hara

School Clinics.

BRAMLEY Wednesdays Dr. Gorrie attends first
Welfare Hall § — 12 noon Wednesday in month
BrAaMPTON BIERLOW Thuradays Dr. Gorrie attends once

Methodist Chapel 10 — 12 noon a quarter at this clinic
BRINSWORTH Fridays None
Infant School 10 — 12 noon
CATCLIFFE Tuesdays Dr. Gorrie attends
3 Rotherham Road % — 12 noon second Friday moming
each month
DALTON Tuesdays and Fridays Dir. Gorrie attends first
Nursery Hut — 12 noon Friday in each month.
SWALLOWNEST Every Tuesday Dr. Gorrie attends
Church Hall second Tuesday in the
momnth, 2 — 4 pom.
THURCROFT Mondays and Thursdays Dr. Gorrie attends
School Medical Room 9 — 12 noon gecond Thursday in
each month
LAvGHTOR Wednesdays
J. M. & 1. School 9-30 — 12 noon None

18

i, | i















