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ANNUAL REPORT 1896.

Mg. Mavor, Mg, CHAIRMAN, AND GENTLEMEN,

My report for the year 1896 is, I consider, very satis-
factory, the death rate from all causes being 15-00 per 1000,
against 1666 for the year 1895. This, I may add, is the
lowest death rate ever recorded, and shows that the sanitary
condition of the town is.improving.

The death rate is considerably below the averages for
the 80 large towns in England, and also below that of
England and Wales, which is 171 per 1000.

The total number of deaths was 751, of which 410 were
males, and 341 females.

Classified according to age, the following are the
figures :(—

Under 1 year 256 deaths
Between 1 and 5 year I 95
Between 5 and 15 years ... B4
Between 15 and 25 years ... 31
Between 25 and 60 years ... 155
Over 60 years 180

Fotal ... 751

The number under one year appears large, being nearly
one-third of the whole ; but some allowance must be made for
the very high birth rate. There can be no doubt that a large
number of the deaths can and ought to be prevented, being
due in great measure to the want of knowledge in the feeding
of infants,

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

The rate of mortality from the principal zymotic
diseases was 1'40 per 1,000, against 1-97 for 1895. Included
in this list are 9 deaths from Measles, 4 from Scarlet Fever,
11 from Enteric Fever, and 2 from Diphtheria.

During the year 5 cases of Modified Small Pox were
reported ; all these cases were promptly isolated, and in some
instances the families in addition ; the consequence being that
the disease was stamped out, and no second case occurred in
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any instance. If the same course was adopted with regard to
Scarlet Fever and Typhoid Fever—when there is no proper
accommodation at home—I am of opinion that the death rate
of the town would be even more satisfactory than it is.

BIRTH RATE.

The number of births was 1718, of which 864 were
males, and 854 females. This gives a birth rate of 84:36 per
1000, and an excess of births over deaths of nearly 1000. The
population of the Borough is now estimated at 50,000, and
this is probably under, rather than over, the actual number.

The number of illegitimate births during the year was
65, against 79 in 1895 ; 86 of these were in Rotherham, and 29
in Kimberworth. This gives a rate of 1 to every 26 children
born in wedlock—a rather improved condition of things
compared with that of previous years.

VACCINATION.

During the year 1241 children were successfully
vaccinated, 784 in Kimberworth and 507 in Rotherham,
leaving 477 not accounted for.

Of these many have died, and some may have left the
town ; at the same time the number cannot be considered
satisfactory, and shows that there are a large number of
children unprotected in the event of an outbreak of small pox.

WATER SUPPLY.

This probably will be greatly improved during the year
owing to the supply from Sheffield, and I shall hope with
confidence to find in future years a large diminution in cases
of, and deaths due to, enteric fever.

I attribute the continued improvement in the death
rate, in some degree, to the abandonment of the Wellgate
Spring as a source of domestic supply. Whether this is so or
not, the deaths due to diarrhcea and fevers have been yearly
diminishing since that supply was permanently cut of.

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES.

There can be no question as to the wretched condition
of much of the old property in the Borough.

Up to the present time the Health Authorities have
been chary of taking any steps owing to the overcrowded state
of the Borough and the impossibility of getting houses else-
where ; but I am now empowered to state that they intend to
let the owners of insanitary cottages know that they (the
landlords) have some other duty than that of collecting rents.




5

The houses that are unfit for human habitation are well
known to the Authorities, and the owners may as well take
the hint now, as they (the Health Authorities) are determined
to take up a strong position. During the past year plans for
nearly 800 dwelling-houses—mostly for the working classes—
have been passed by the Improvements Committee, so that it
is obvious that there are now sufficient new houses to accom-
modate those tenants who may be displaced.

In the course of the past year 75 houses have been
condemned as unfit for human occupation, a list of which is
subjoined.

The following houses have been visited and reported
unfit for human habitation :—

Houses.
Bradgate 5
o 4 Repaired,

1 Ct. Victoria Street .. 4 Do.
3 Ct. Brinsworth Lane G Do.
18 Ct. Wellgate 8 Demolished.
2 Ct. Millgate 4 Repaired.
6 Ct. Westgate 8 Demolished.

‘ o 6 Repaired.
b ' 15
£ uf g B . 1 Closed.
27 Ct. = 5
9 Ct. Wellgate . ... 18 Closing order made
Lodging-house, Doncaster Gate 1
17 and 69 Wellgate .. 2
24 and 25 Coke Lane 2

=

Betal oo

In conclusion, I should like to pay a tribute to the
unremitting energy and interest of Mr. Councillor F. Mason.
Chairman of the Health Committee, in the affairs connected
with the health of the Borough.

I am also indebted to the Borough Surveyor, Mr.
George []ennings, and the Sanitary Inspector, Mr. C. E.
Parkin, for much of the valuable information contained in this
report.

I am,

Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

ALFRED ROBINSON, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health.
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PueLic ANaALYST'S LABORATORY,

67, SURREY STREET, SHEFFIELD.

Report on a Sample of Drinking Water received from
the Rotherham Corporation, on March 5th, 1897. Sample
Mark :—* Town Supply, No. 88."

Physical Characters :—

SuspPENDED MATTER, trace.

ApprearaNce of a Column two feet long, clear and
colourless.

TasTE, normal. OboUr, none.

On Analysis, the sample gave the following results :—

er

CHLORINE, 1'75; equal to Sobium CHLORIDE, 2:88 grs.
£= »NITROGEN in oxidised forms, 0:40 ; equal to Nirmc Acip
“J (anhydrous), 1-54.

Poisonous MeTaLs (Lead, &c.), none.

ITDTAL Sorip MATTER, 25:56; which loston IgNiTION, 420 g,

Gmi

Decrees of HarpNEss, 15:0.  [Each degree of hardness

represents a soap-destroying power equivalent to one
grain of chalk per gallon.]

Repucing Power, 0-08. [Representing the Oxygen
’ absorbed by the organic and other oxidisable matters
L in one million parts of water.]

I'ree and UrearL AMmonia, 0-05 parts per million.
jﬂr.numwom AmMMoNIA, 008 parts per million.

Parts per
uu!! lon.

These results show the water to be satisfactorily free
from readily changeable organic matter.  The presence of
oxydised compounds of nitrogen is probably attributable
to the water receiving the drainage from cultivated land.

ALFRED H. ALLEN.
March 12th, 1897,




Table I.— Population, Inhabited Houses, Births, and Deaths.
(Gross Numbers.)

| Deathsin |
No. of Workhouse
Inhbabited Births. | Deaths. and Estimated
Houses in the Rotherhams | Population.

Borough. | Hospital. | i
1896 gl | 1718 751 | 75 ' 50,000
1805 9241 | 1787 | 800 | 68 | 48,000
1894 9006 | 1514 776 | GG 47,000
1898 8721 | 1718 570 il | 46,000
1892 8400 | 1577 | 1786 ‘ 61 | 44,000
1591 S177 1656 972 102 45,000
1890 8177 1463 798 | 106 | 87,907
1889 | 7992 1421 854 91 . 36,182
1888 | 77865 1843 G55 64 - 86,000
1887 7865 1840 782 97 85,592

Average of 10 :
years, 1887 to i .:
1896. ' |

Table II.—Aunual Rate of Mortality, Death Rate amongst
Children, &ec.

| Deaths of [Per cent’ge| Deaths of [Per Centage
Infts under| of Deaths | Children | of Deaths
1 year, | of Infants |und’rbyears| in Work-

| Annual Per cent,
Rate of | of Deaths

Mortality | to total | per cent. 1o per cent | nouse and

ner Births. | 1o total | Registered| to total | Rotherham

) l@]d!iving-!__ -|_U'_EE.,‘.1hi _ Births. | Deaths. Hospital.
1896 | 1500 | 4388 | 8408 | 1482 | 4678 | 998
1895 | 16-66 | 4605 | 88-62 | 2267 | 4722 | 800
1894 16-51 64+24 80-67 16-83 48-96 | 850
1893 15870 50-29 34-87 17-28 51-27 613
1892 17-86 49-84 5167 15-15 45-10 865

1891 | 24-93 5869 | 8087 | 1812 44-41 10-49
- 28-85 45-78 18-40

I

1890 | 2083 | 5454 | 2844
1889 | 2265 | 57-98 ‘ 8609 | 2969 | 5071 977
1885 | 1810 | 4669 | 2610 | 1273 | 4992 | 120
1887 | 2023 | 54'55 | 2855 | 1558 | 89-07 1-29
T e B i T B

Ten years | 19-14 a1'67 | 81-44 18:17 46-71 0-21
188T1al1806 [ I .




TABLE IlI.
DEATHS Registered at several Groups of Ages from different
Causes, during the Year 1896.
] w e o) 1 :E‘
W == ﬁ A =] W | & &l H=} o
& -ME“’:EE—H.H'-'“”*: T o Gl = 3 |y
ICAUSE of DEATH. | < |2 3/5 5[0 50 |2 §|F=| CAUSE of DEATH | = ,gEEgg %E .;,E odlds
Z [Pelg~mm o= |53 Z Pgls> (g™ |a>[~>|58
e e ol )
ALL CAUSES  ...[751 [180 [156 | 81 | 84 | 95 |agg
—_—— | —— == — Order 4 | | '
1. ZYMOTIC. , Gastritis iy 1
Order - Enteritis Slagd o 1| 210
Small Pox ... | { | Peritonitis . 51 L] 8 2
Measles @ | 1| 7| 1] Ascites... ... |
Scarlet Fever ... ..| 4 1 i 1 [R5 Obstruction of Bowels 1 | 1
Whooping Litll.lg‘.ll v 18 5 | 18 | Hernia.. T
Diarrhea ... wel 28| | | | & | o4 Intl.t.'.-]S'l.‘L'—_uE-EPIIDI'I | l
Fever—T :,plms I , | i Hepatitis 4 | 8
Fever—Enteric 1l 1| 6| 4! Liver Disease, &e...| 8] 2| @
Diiphtheria... 4 B S T | Order § _— e ===
Erysipelas .. 1 = Nephritis ... 1| 1 |
Croup .. 3| 1| 1| Ischuria |
Pu&rpera] Eavmt 1 a | Bright's Disease g 2] 6
{Metna:t - 8 2 ' Diabetes 4 6] L] & 1
Carbuncle .. J 1 1 { Calculus | 1
Ague ... .. | Cystitis gl 11 1
Remittent Fever ... | Order 6 —_— | | | e o |
Rheumatism J L 1 Uterus Disease 1| 1
Order 2 —_—— — | Order 7T SR U EE -
Syphilis 4 [ | 4 | Joint Disease, &ec. |
Pymmia 3 1 1 Order 8 b s | e [
Order 8 —e | —— || == | =—| —=|] Abscess o 1 | 1
Alcoholism : , Skin Diseases ... |
a Del. Tremens | 1 1 ; |
& Imtemperance| 4| 1| 8| | 4. Developmental. | [
2 Constitntional. Order 1 —_— e e
Order 1 Premature Birth ...} 35 | 85
Gout Other l.'\-Ia.'Iiormatt-:lns |
Dropsy o | Teething | LB | i 8|18
Cancer.. « BL | 17| 18| 1 Order 2 e o]
Grangm:m . . B 4] 1 I Child Birth 2 1 g
Order 2 | R e [, SR P Order 3 = ——
Tabes Mesenterica...| 8 =11 .2 Old Age ... .. B3 | 68 1
Phthisis 6 1|27 9] 7 2 Order 4 — || == ———
Hyﬂruﬂﬂphalus 1 |71 Atrophy anl‘l l)Ethty 45 | B89
Anmemia ... 2 2 Idiocy ... . | |
Diffuse Cellulitis 1 J 1 i
| 5, Violent Deaths. |
3. LOCAL. | :
Order 1 | Order 1 (Accident or |
Cephalitis and Men- Negligense), |——=| ——| e |
ingitis 17| 1 | 6| 6| 5] Fractures and Con- : '
Apoplexy 19 | 15 g 1 | tusions SR | |
Paralyzis 91 7! & Burns and Secalds _..| 7 | | 6| 1
Chaorea,.. 1 | 1 Poison e e | | | 1 {
Epilepsy a4 [ B Drowning ... 0 BT s B 1!
Convulsions .| 68 , 3| 6| 58 | Suflvcation.. | B I 1 q |
Brain Disease, &¢ ..| 6| 1| &) 1 2 | Otherwise ... il ' | {
Bpinal Disease .., | | | Order 3 I'Srm:r:!'.:J —— [ |
rder 3 — Wounds e | 1 | 1 i
Pericarditis : Hanging ... 2 | 2
Aneurism ... .. .. | Order 4 ____|__ SR o
Heart Diseace, &c ...[ 48|28 (18] 1| 1 Sudden death (cause
Order 8 _—— - —— _.....l —_— unascertained) .. 1 1
Laryngitis ... 4 A | Cause not specified or |
Bronchirtis .. J B3| 24| 18 | 3 13 204 ill defined 14 | gl 8l 8 @
Pleurisy .. | 11 1 | et ——} [ -
Pneumonia... .. .| 88 |17|16 | 8 | 29 | 28 |
Lung Dizease, &e. ... - | l |
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TABLE VII.

Return of the number of cases of Infectious Diseases

reported to the Medical Officer of Health during the year

1896, and of the deaths from the diseases notified :(—

Scarlet Fever.....ccoceiisnsrrossanss

THEBEROIAA coiisiioiaiociinh dusinses
Enteric Fever

Puerperal Fever .....ccccconvenn.

Membranous Croup ......... ....

BRI \ocassninsunsnsns s,

Cases
notified
in 1896.

259
22
82
12

Deaths
registered
in 1896.

4
2
11
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SANITARY INSPECTOR’S REPORT FOR
YEAR 1896.
—_——

During the year the Pepartment has been fully engaged
in carrying out the various duties imposed upon it by the
Public Health, Housing of the Working Classes, Canal Boats
Notification, Infectious Diseases Preventive, Factory and
Workshops, Explosives, and Diseases of Animals Acts and
Orders. During the early part of the year the Board of
Agriculture (owing to the prevalence of Swine Fever in the
District) closed the market for the sale of Swine, and only
re-opened it on the understanding that the Local Authority
made a Regulation to the effect that the owners sending
Swine into the Market should make a declaration that the
Swine were in no way affected with Fever, and that they have
been in their possession twenty-eight clear days, and not been
in contact with any other swine during that period. 700
declarations bave been taken before swine were admitted, over
500 visits have been made to infected houses, 39 canal boats
have been inspected, and a visit to the water way almost
daily. 880 visits have been made to the public slaughter-
houses. The lodging houses have considerably improved
during the year, and bhave been visited in the night and day
time by the assistant inspector and myself, 3,800 inspections
have been made to other properties, &c., during the year.

House drains cleansed, relaid, trapped, venti-

lated, or new provided ........cccooiiiiiienn.. 182
Privies and water closets reported .................. 67
New water closets and privies provided............ 45
Ashpits repaired, removed, reconstructed, or new

g s e P S s e SRR
Surface drainages repaired and el e ks
Stagnant water or sewage removed.................. 13
Houses without proper water supply .. S
Houses unfit for human habitation repmted 75
Houses overcrowded ............cvonvnnn. T
Manure and oftensive accumulations removed ... 16
Fowls, pigeons, and rabbits kepl. in dwelllng-

151> 1 - Y 0 e R T o s e
Pims 50 BB, - oooicsniinisosanmsnsns masaiinrasannnssanzss 0
Sinnlie NOISANeR! .. ... eiresssinrsimsannssnndans B
LEihals provtled.. . o aiatiee i i v
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The following Table shews the number of Privies and
Ashpits cleaned, the number of loads of soil and ashes taken
therefrom and the number of loads of refuse collected and the
disposal of the same :—

No. of Ashpits emptied ...........cc.cceuen. oone.... 10750
w  of privies emptied ........occoeieiiiiienceii. 21246
.» 0f loads of soil removed from ashpits and

MEIVAER Sosea foiie dvenranin 12068
.» Of loads of refuse collected ... ..... 8448
15606
DisrosaL.

No. of Loads burned at the Destructor 9706
% ,»  disposed of to Farmers ... 2806
3 e & by Canal Boats... 87
¥ T e o R e L 1 L

15506

The following table shews the work done by the Destructor
during the year:—

Loads burned,

Refuse from Ashpits .............c.o0 voe... 6464
W o | 1 e il 8242
Offal and other refuse... .............. ...... 86
9792

Mattresses burned ........ccocovnvvve . 815
Pillows o e 83
Beds 4 46
Carcases o 21 S I 10
Sheep . 46

Calves . 25

Goats ...... SR 2

Pigs - 87
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Table IX.

Provisions Seized and Destroyed during the year as

compared with the preceding year.

- |
No. Lbs. |Sum’nses| Convicts Penalties and
| issued. | Costs.
Provisions. : ‘ |————
| |
1896/1895 1896/1895 i !
Lambs ...... of 5 68 170 | |
Sheep 29 27|1411{1410, i -
Pigs.. 8  8/1308| 836 '
Calves 12, 10 816 634 '
Beasts .. . .. 9| 1443684368 |
Beasts Heads| 8 13 | 5 |
» Livers| 10 12 ; |
,» Hearts| 8 18 ' '
Sheep Plucks| 22 15 | |
. Heads - 1 &
Croats ... . & 75
Rabbits . ... | 19 . *
180, 115/8046/8926 ‘




Table C. 1896.

ROTHERHAM URBAN SANITARY DISTRICT.

Medical Officer of Health, ALF. ROBINSON, M.D., D.P.H.

Sanitary Inspector, CHARLES E. PARKIN.

WATER SuppPLy—

Quantity— Adequate except in summer weather.
Average daily consumption per head ? 18 gallons.
Quality—Good.

Action on Lead ? Nil.

Any extensions or change during 1896 7 Temporary
supply from Shefhield.

SEWERAGE—

System—Single or Dual 7 Both,

( Lampholes? Yes.
Ventilation by- Manholes ? Yes.

\Special Shafts ? Yes.
Special flushing arrangements 7 None.

Extensions or improvements during 18967 700 yards
extension,
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SEwAGE DisposaL—

Treatment adopted ? Under consideration.

SCAVENGING—

Are the privy middens, &c., cleansed by sanitary staff, by
contractors, or by tenants ? Sanitary staff.

Is the present system satisfactory? Yes.

Apoptive Acts, Bye-Laws, anp RecuraTions—

Infectious Disease Notification Act, 1889 —Bueot Private
Act, 1879.

Infectious Disease Prevention Act, 1890— ,, 1891.
Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890— ,, 1891.

= = S— rrm— — e r

= === - — e

— —

Regulated Buildings, Trades, &c. ﬁ% General Condition.
tered :&_pEc::
Common Lodging Houses 11 ... | Not a Registration
! Authority
Canal Beats . ............] ... | 89
|
Slaughter Houses ........ 82 400 ;
Baltehonses  qo..cseieian. 9
Dairies ]:
|
. Cowsheds ............. \| 68
|
Milkshops . .ci-veenssnsian “
|
Offensive Trades .., T ... | 1 Candle Manufacturer
(EFima Speaily Idiun.) ! 6 Tripe Boilers

BirTHS—
() Number of each sex :—Males 864, Females 854.
() Number Illegitimate, included in the above, 65.
(¢) Any information as to Still-Births ? None.
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DeaTHS —

(2) Number of each sex :—Males 410, Females 841 =751.

() Number Uncertified, included in the above— No
return.

DeEaTH RETURNS—

What correction (if any) is made for non-residents dying
within the District / None.

Are any Returns obtained of deaths of residents occurring
in public institutions (Workhouses, Hospitals, &c }
outside the District ? Deducted.

IsoLaTion HospiTAL—

Any action during 1896 ? Under consideration.

SaniTary Work—

Number of Houses built during 1896—272,

House to House Inspection during 1896—not necessary.

Total number of Nuisances in hand at close of 1895 —20,
at close of 1896—25 ; reported during 1896—483 ;
abated during 1896—458.

Total number of Summonses or other legal proceedings,
none.

House Drainage: Number of Sinks disconnected and
trapped during 1896—25.

CLOSETS —

Number constructed during 1896—45 ; kinds, 81 w.c.’s,
14 privies.
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What action has been taken in regard to the following matters ?

Houses unfit for habitation, 75 reported.

Seizure of Unsound Food, see Report.

Prosecutions, none.

Samples under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 28.
Prosecutions, 1.

River Pollution, under consideration.

Smoke Abatement, 3

Workshops—2 reported for insufficient ventilation, 1
insufficient closet accommodation.
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BOROUGH OF ROTHERHAM.

- —_—E_-__ =

NEW BUILDINGS, &ec.

The number of plans submitted and approved by the
Health Committee for the year 1896 is 98. Comprising plans
for 425 dwelling-houses —the largest number ever approved
before in one year—10 shops, 4 workshops, 1 chapel, and
several plans for additions and alterations to existing
premises.

Plans for 8 new streets were also approved.

The new dwelling-houses erected and certified during
the year is 272.

Classified into Wards they are as follow : —
HEast Ward..c....oasa o 104

South Ward ... e 31
Wast Ward o manraes L1
North Ward ....coeeerssssrsnnsee DO
MASHEO: i i munsrnssaaamant
EimberWorth ... it sirisnss. B8

— 272
Estimated population being at the end of the year, 49,407.

PrivaTe STREETS put into proper repair and dedicated
during the year :—
Whiston Grove.
Dixon Street.
Spring Street.
Godstone Road.
Warwick Street.

Square Yard, Masbro' Street, has also been put into
satisfactory condition,

Streets still in hand :(—
Pitt Street.
Lyme Street.
Field Place.
Monk Street.
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SEWERAGE.

New Sewers have been laid to drain new property
in Meadow Street, Salisbury Street, Clifton Avenue, Badsley
Moor Lane, and Queen Street.

NEW STREET IMPROVEMENT.

New STREET is being laid out and will shortly be
cpened between Rawmarsh Road and Greasbro' Road—in
line of Drummond Street—which will improve and shorten
the route to Greasbro'.

WATER SUPPLY.

During the Summer we were very short of water and
were obliged to curtail the supply to only 14 hours per day
for several months—~-temporary supply of water was received
from Sheffield--which only produced about 60,000 gallons
per day.

The total quantity of water pumped into the Mains
during the year is 889,274,427 gallons. The quantity
received from Sheffield being 7,118,450 gallons, making the
total quantity available for supply for the year 396,392,877
gallons. The quantity supplied works out at 17 gallons
per head for all purposes.

The quantity used for Manufacturing purposes being
equal to 24 gallons per head, which is included in the above,

GEO. JENNINGS.

==
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RAINFALL, 1806—AT ULLEY RESERVOIR.

| | Thermometer. ! Barometer.
Months. No. of Ftainl’al]? ' T

| days. Mean. | Highest. Lowest. Highest. Lowest.

| e e o A i S ok L e
January R (R el Vg || b vzan I R e | e
February g [T it ) e [ e | e et
March 15 | 1810 | 4680 | 740 | 210 | 8017 | 2860
April 10 | 0858 | 4365 | 750 | 280 | 8013 | 2952
May 8 | 0528 | 5176 | 850 | 240 | 80-56 | 2978
June 12 | 2700 | 56:80 i 92:0 | 880 | 3012 2948
July 7 | 0960 | 6105 | 950 | 860 | 8022 | 2957
August | 6 | 1416 5896 | 820 | 850 | 8015 | 29-50

September| 19 | 8150 = 5967 | 780 | 8140 | 8080 | 2920
October 21 2-884 8720 | T0-0 22-0 S30-80 29-06
Novemherl G 0-968 46-80 78:0 15:0 30-40 29-17

|
December| 18 | 2862 | 4460 | 710 | 220 | 3014 | 2869
















